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Original  Communications. 

ART.  I — A  few  Remarks  on  Cholera.    By  T.  F.  Rochester,  M.  D. 

(concluded.) 

In  the  preceding  part  of  this  article  reference  was  made  to  the 
mischievous  doctrine  of  George  Johnson,  M.  D.,  of  London,  to 
the  effect  that  vomiting  and  purging  were  sanitary  efforts  on  the 
part  of  nature,  to  eliminate  the  choleraic  poison.  As  a  natural 
sequence  of  such  a  notion,  the  administration  of  cathartics  is  advo- 
cated— and  castor  oil  is  si^ecially  selected — from  the  mildness  and 
efficiency  of  its  action.  Dr.  Johnson  claims  priority  in  this  treat- 
ment, dating  from  1854.  The  writer  has  rej^eatedly  seen  not  only 
castor  oil,  but  even  croton  oil,  given  in  1849,  under  the  direction  of 
the  late  Dr.  Vache,  who  had  charge  of  a  cholera  hospital  near  Chatham' 
Square,  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He  was  a  talented,  eccentric 
man,  but  not  a  judicious  practitioner,  and  held  similar  views  to 
Dr.  Johnson.  The  writer  also  remembers  what  was  aptly  called 
"the  Castor  Oil  Mania"  in  London  in  1854.  It  was  recommended 
in  a  public  journal,  by  some  prominent  practitioner,  (probably  Dr. 
Johnson,)  not  only  as  a  curative,  but  as  a  preventive.  Everybody, 
as  the  phrase  goes,  took  castor  oil.  The  number  of  cases  of  chol- 
era increased  correspondingly,  and  were  so  directly'  traceable  to  the 
use  of  the  oil,  that  placards  were  posted  in  various  parts  of  the 
city,  warning  people  of  the  danger  of  its  emjjloyment.  Dr.  John- 
son says,  "there  is  no  specific  against  cholera,  and  probably  never 
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will  be."  To  this  remark,  unhappily,  we  are  obliged  to  assent. 
Admitting  that  there  is  no  specific,  what  are  the  rational  indica- 
tions for  treatment  ?  These  would  seem  to  be.  First,  to  arrest  the 
serous  discharges,  and  thus  prevent  collapse.  Second,  to  sustain 
the  strength^of  the  patient.  Third,  to  encourage  the  return  of  the 
urinary  secretion,  and  thus  avoid  uraemia.  Fourth,  to  guard  against 
cerebral  engorgement  and  secondary  fever.  It  is  not  within  the 
scope  or  object  of  this  paper  to  discuss  j^reventive  or  hygienic 
measures,  and  therefore  only  insisting  upon  their  extreme  impor- 
tance, we  pass  at  once  to  the  consideration  of  the  treatment  of 
cholera,  and  in  doing  this,  we  take  the  ground  that,  cholera  pre- 
vailing, painless  diarrhoea  is  its  first  stage,  subject  to  the  exceptions 
before  noted.  The  evacuations  may  or  may  not  be  serous,  and 
may  or  may  not  present  the  rice  water  appearance.  The  disease 
in  this  stage  is  usually  easily  controlled  by  simple  treatment.  It 
is  all  important  that  the  recumbent  position  should  be  maintained, 
that  the  inclination  to  vomit  or  to  evacuate  the  bowels  should  be 
resisted,  that  the  surface  of  the  body  should  be  kept  covered  suffi- 
ciently to  maintain  warmth,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be 
oppressive.  Very  little  food  should  be  taken,  and  that  of  very 
simple  character,  and  this  should  be  drg  rather  than  fluid.  Tea 
and  toast,  gruels  and  dilute  animal  or  vegetable  brotks  should  be 
eschewed.  This  is  indeed  properly  called  "sick  diet,"  but  not  in 
the  sense  generally  understood.  As  to  medicine,  opium  alone,  or 
in  combination,  is  probably  the  most  efficient  agent,  but  opium 
should  not  be  used  in  large  doses  or  be  very  frequently  repeated 
in  small.  Hence  its  combination  with  chalk,  or  with  camphor  or 
capsicum,  or  some  other  antacid  or  stomachic  is  generally  with 
good  reason  preferred.  Mercury  is  also  very  useful,  but  of  course 
should  not  be  given,  if  other  and  more  simple  drugs  will  suffice. 
It  may  be  used  with  or  without  opium.  It  is  often  wonderfully 
efficient  in  a  very  mild  form,  and  in  a  very  moderate  amount,  as 
the  writer  has  repeatedly  observed,  and  notably  at  the  Alms-house 
on  Blackwell's  Island  in  1849,  of  which  institution  he  had  the 
medical  charge  when  the  cholera  broke  out  among  its  inmates. 
One  of  two  blue  pills  of  five  grains  each,  without  any  other  med- 
ication, entirely  controlled  the  premonitory  diarrhea,  in  almost 
every  instance  where  early  attention  was  called  to  it;  and  in  a 
class  of  patients  whose  condition  and  hygienic  surroundings  were. 
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like  that  of  most  paupers,  as  bad  as  possible.    By  this  statement, 
it  is  not  intended  to  be  understood'that  blue  pill  will  always  arrest 
choleraic  diarrhoea,  but  that  it  will  often  to  do.    It  would  be  very 
unwise  to  advise  patients  to  take  it,  at  their  own  discretion,  for 
this  purpose,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  it  would  be  more  productive  of 
harm  than  the  various  "cholera  drops"  that  are  found  in  almost 
every  household ;  for  these  combinations  of  laudanum,  cam2)hor, 
capsicum,  chloroform,  rheubarb,  pej^permint,  etc. ,  are  often  resort- 
ed to  from  apprehension  alone,  and  the  digestion  is  so  much 
deranged  thereby',  that  diarrhoea,  which  only  existed  in  the  imag- 
ination, not  unfrequently  ensues.    It  often  hapjjens  that  the  pre- 
monitory diarrhoea  although  arrested  for  a  few  days,  returns,  either 
spontaneously,  or  through  some  indiscretion  in  diet,  or  from  over 
fatigue.    A  flannel  bandage  fastened  tightly  around  the  abdomen 
and  worn  constantly  will  often  prevent  this  recurrence.  Those 
who  are  much  exposed  to  the  night  air  and  those  who  sleep  habit- 
ually on  the  ground  floor  are  much  more  subject  to  diarrhoeal 
attacks  than  those  who  remain  indoors,  and  who  occupy  the  second 
or  third  stories.    In  those  cases  where  a  decided  proneness  to 
diarrha'a  continues,  nothing  is  as  eflTectual  as  a  change  of  air,  to 
the  sea  coast,  or  to  a  high  and  dry  country  region,  but  a  person, 
ill  with  diarrhoea,  should  never  leave  home  and  his  usual  medical 
attendant  until  the  disease  is,  for  the  time,  at  least,  entirely 
arrested.    Many  from  neglecting  this  precaution,  have  been  seized 
and  have  died  en-route  with  fully  developed  cholera.    And  this 
brings  us  to  the  most  important  part  of  our  subject — the  treatment 
of  impending  or  established  cholera  collapse,  with  the  rice  water 
evacuations.    It  is  that  alarming  stage  of  the  disease,  over  which 
medicine  has  in  many  instances  but  little  control,  as  all  honest 
practitioners,  who  have  seen  much  of  the  disorder,  concur  in  say- 
ing; but  although  true  in' many  instances,  hajipily  the  statement 
does  not  apply  to  all.    Of  this,  the  writer  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing  a  very  good  illustration  in  Algiers  in  1850.    The  na- 
tives, like  all  Mahomedans,  are  fatalists,  and  took  no  measures  to 
stay  the  progress  of  the  disease.    The  mortality  among  them  was 
much  greater  than  among  the  foreign  residents,  who  sought  the 
aid  of  the  resident  French  physicians.    Serous  or  rice  water  evac- 
uations occurring,  how  are  they  to  be  arrested  ?    To  this  it  may 
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be  replied,  that  almost  every  drug  and  appliance,  at  all  likely  to 
accomplish  this  end  had  been  tried,  and  that  articles  and  methods 
highly  praised  by  some  practitioners,  have  entirely  failed  in  the 
hands  of  others.  This  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  different  type 
of  the  disease  in  various  places  and  by  essential  variation  in  the 
disease  itself  in  the  same  place  in  its  recurrence  after  an  interval 
of  one  or  more  j-ears,  and  also  and  not  less  important,  by  the  dif- 
ference in  the  judgment  and  assiduity  of  practitioners  themselves. 
If  the  writer  indicates  a  plan  of  treatment  to  be  generally  followed, 
he  does  so  in  no  spirit  of  egotism,  and  with  all  respect  to  the  opinion 
of  those  entertaining  different  views.  It  is  the  result  of  extended 
personal  observation  and  exijerience,  he  has  tried  and  has  seen 
tried  very  many  methods  of  treatment,  and  while  he  candidly 
admits,  that  nothing  is  \ery  reliable  or  satisfactory,  his  decided 
preference  is  as  follows :  By  all  means  secure  for  the  patient  the 
largest  and  best  ventilated  room  in  the  house,  one  on  the  second 
or  third  story,  and  with  an  open  fire-place,  if  possible ;  order  im- 
mediately strong  beef  essence  to  be  prei)ared,  and  send  for  ice. 
Place  the  patient's  bed  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  let  him  be 
placed  between  blankets.  Insist  upon  his  keeping  the  surface  of 
the  body  covered,  and  by  no  means  allow  him  to  rise  either  to 
vomit  or  to  evacuate  the  bowels ;  basins  and  bed-pans  can  be  so 
arranged  as  to  prevent  this  necessity.  Give  at  one  dose,  of  calo- 
mel, opium  and  capsicum,  each  two  grains,  eitlier  in  pill  or  powder. 
This  is  best  administered  immediately  after  vomiting.  If  the 
patient  is  very  thirsty  or  is  inclined  to  vomit,  let  him  swallow 
small  pieces  of  ice,  but  cause  him  to  abstain,  for  a  time  at  least, 
from  fluids  of  every  description.  Dry  cups  over  the  epigastrium 
will  materially  assist  in  preventing  gastric  regurgitation.  An 
enema  of  from  one  to  two  drachms  of  laudanum  in  a  small  amount 
of  starch  water,  should  immediately  succeed  an  alvine  dejection. 
The  object  of  the  treatment  thus  far  is  to  make  a  quick  and  deci- 
ded opium  effect  upon  the  system,  with  the  hope  of  thus  doing  much 
toward  the  arrest  of  the  discharges,  and  also  to  gain  time  for  other 
agents  to  accomplish  more  permanently  the  end.  The  capsicum  is 
given  not  only  as  a  valuable  stimulant  and  astringent,  but  also  by 
its  local  action  upon  the  gastric  mucous  membrane,  to  promote  the 
absorption  of  the  opium,  and  thus  prevent  the  justly  dreaded 
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cumulative  effect  of  repeated  doses  of  the  narcotic.  The  -vrriter 
has  no  experience  of  hyjjodermic  medication  in  cholera,  but  hopes 
that  morphine,  thus  used,  will  have  an  approximation  at  least,  to 
its  rapid  and  happy  effect  in  cholera  morbus.  The  calomel,  in  the 
triple  combination,  is  given,  not  as  Dr.  Johnson  terms  it,  as  a 
cathartic,  nor  as  an  alterative,  as  it  is  often  vaguely  and  mischiev- 
iously  called,  but  as  a  sedative  to  the  extreme  action  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  bowels;  that  it  does  possess  this 
property,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  from  its  indisputable 
effect  in  cholera  infantum  and  some  other  disorders;  and  it  is  from 
belief  in  this  action,  that  in  the  further  i^rosecution  of  the  treat- 
ment of  cholera,  we  advise  that  one  grain  of  calomel  be  laid  upon 
the  tongue  with  a  little  pounded  ice,  every  half  hour,  for  from  six 
to  twelve  hours,  and  then  at  longer  and  longer  intervals.  The 
ojiium,  calomel  and  capsicum  pills  should  be  repeated  every  two  to 
four  hours,  according  to  the  evidences  of  narcotic  effect.  If  the 
pupil  is  contracted,  and  if  the  respiration  becomes  slower  or  unequal, 
opium  should  be  withheld.  It  will  be  remembered  that  on  post 
mortem  examinations  the  gall  bladder  is  usually  found  filled  with 
the  biliary  secretion.  Calomel  need  not  therefore  be  administered 
as  a  cholagogue,  but  as  the  rice  water  ceases  to  be  secreted  the 
duodenal  orifice  of  the  common  duct  is  no  longer  as  it  were  pasted 
up,  and  bile  is  seen  in  the  stools  and  in  the  discharges  from  the 
stomach.  It  is  rather  an  evidence  of  amendment  than  the  cause 
of  it.  It  was  formerl}'  supposed  that  when  greenish  stools  aj^- 
peai"ed,  the  patient  was  safe ;  this  has  proved  to  be  an  error.  It 
has  been  urged  that  calomel  should  not  be  given  in  the  manner 
advocated,  on  account  of  the  great  liability  of  salivation.  It  will 
salivate  but  very  few ;  but  if  it  is  potential  in  permanently  arrest- 
ing the  "serous  diarrhoea,"  and  also  in  arresting  some  of  the  chol- 
eraic se(iuela\  salivation  is  of  minor  importance. 

The  nutrition  of  the  patient  next  demands  attention ;  this  is  a 
vital  point  too  apt  to  be  overlooked.  For  this  purpose  we  require 
food,  small  in  bulk  and  easily  assimilated.  Beef  essence  or  con- 
ccQtrated  mutton  broth  should  be  given  frequently,  but  in  very 
limited  amount,  as  soon  as  the  stomach  can  possibly  retain  it, 
even  if  a  portion  is  often  thrown  off.  The  idea  that  food  is  not 
digested  or  assimilated  in  collapse,  is  certainly  to  a  considerable 
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extent  erroneous.    One  would  aaturally  also  suppose  that  stimu- 
lants (alcoholic)  should  be  freely  used,  but  this  is  by  no  means 
certain.    They  are  sometimes  beneficial,  oftener  useless,  and  occa- 
sionally apparently  hurtful.    The  writer  thinks  he  has  employed 
iced  champagne,  however,  with  great  advantage;  it  has  often 
appeared  to  arrest  vomiting,  to  sustain  the  patient,  and  to  restore 
the  renal  secretion.    Its  diuretic  pro2)erty  is  certainly  an  element 
in  its  favor.    Soda  water  with  gin,  whisky  or  brandy,  is  less  effi- 
cient, but  makes  the  nearest  approach  to  it  that  is  available  to  the 
poorer  classes.    It  will  be  remembered  that  abstinence  from  liquids, 
for  a  time,  has  been  advised — for  how  long  a  time  is  a  question 
difficult  to  answer.    The  urgent  thirst,  and  the  waste  of  fluid 
demand  respectively  aijpeasement  and  supply;  but  so  often  are 
the  vomiting  and  purging  immediately  renewed,  seemingly  from 
the  act  of  swallowing  fluids,  and  esjDecially  water,  that  one's  judg- 
ment is  often  at  variance  with  the  kindly  feeling  that  urges  tem- 
porary relief.    In  the  terrible  outbreak  of  cholera  at  Suspension 
Bridge  in  1854,  the  writer  suggested  to  Dr.  Hunt  and  other  physi- 
cians, who  nobly  volunteered  to  go  there,  that  water  should  be 
given  in  unlimited  quantities,  and  that  it  should  also  be  applied 
freely  to  the  surface  by  means  of  the  wet  sheet.    The  eflfect  was 
to  relieve  both  cramps  and  thirst  in  the  only  two  instances  in 
which  it  was  tried,  and  one  of  these  recovered.    It  was  employed 
just  at  the  close  of  Dr.  Hunt's  service,  and  he  was  favorably  im- 
pressed -with  its  action.    The  most  painful  phenomenon  of  cholera 
is  cramp.    This  is  abated  by  friction,  but  it  is  probable  that  the 
process  of  rubbing  exhausts  the  muscular  j^ower  of  the  jDatient, 
and  also  directs  the   current  of  blood  toward  the  trunk.  If 
recourse  is  had  to  it,  it  should  therefore  be  made  toward  the 
extremities.    The  late  Prof.  William  E.  Horner  of  Philadelphia, 
thought  that  chloroform  administered  in  ten  drop  doses,  every 
hour,  allayed  and  prevented  cramp.    Many  others  entertain  the 
same  opinion.    Camphor  is  also  supposed  to  be  very  efficacious  in 
relieving  not  only  this  but  other  choleraic  complications.    Its  use 
is  highly  commended  by  many  physicians.    A  homa>pathist  in 
this  city  claims  to  have  treated  over  one  hundred  cases  successfully, 
(losing  only  one  patient,)  with  one  drop  of  the  saturated  tincture, 
given  every  five  minutes.    This  is  in  no  respect  a  homoepathic 
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dose,  but  the  statement  is  of  no  value,  and  is  like  all  similar  ones 
emanating  from  what  source  they  may,  worthless,  from  the  fact 
that  too  much  is  claimed,  and  from  the  necessary  conclusion,  that 
the  patients  thus  treated,  did  not  have  cholera.  The  writer  is  of 
the  opinion  that  camphor  is  of  but  little  value,  except  as  a  stimu- 
lant and  antispasmodic,  but  that  it  may  be  advantageously  em- 
ployed in  connection  with  other  agents.  One  great  feature  in  the 
treatment  of  cholera,  is  to  give  something  every  few  minutes,  that 
will  counteract  the  continual  tendency  to  sinking;  possibly  this 
property  may  exist  in  camphor,  and  it  is  suggested  that  a  drop  or 
two  of  the  saturated  solution  in  chloroform,  frequently  given,  may 
be  worth  trying. 

To  maintain,  or  to  cause  to  return,  when  suspended,  the  urinary 
secretion,  is  of  the  first  importance.  This  is  to  be  encouraged  by 
keeping  the  lumbar  and  abdominal  regions  swathed  in  sheets  wet 
with  warm  water,  and  by  the  subsequent  administration  of  mild 
diuretics.  Injections  of  warm  water  into  the  urinary  bladder  are 
said  to  stimulate  the  kidneys  into  action,  and  may  be  useful  as 
affording  a  depot  of  water  to  be  absorbed  into  the  system,  although 
ordinarily  no  such  absorption  would  take  place. 

We  now  pass  to  the  fourth  indication  for  treatment,  viz:  To 
guard  against  cerebral  engorgement  and  secondary  fever.  This  is 
a  condition  which  does  not  belong  to  all  cases  of  cholera,  but  is 
rather  peculiar  to  certain  epidemics  of  it.  In  1832,  it  was  scarcely 
encountered.  It  was  met  with  frequently  in  1849.  There  was 
little  of  it  in  1852,  while  in  1854  it  was  very  common.  It  is  not 
a  simple  excessive  reaction.  Neither  is  it  the  result  of  the  free 
administration  of  opium,  for  it  is  often  met  with  where  no  oi^ium 
has  been  taken,  and  it  is  often  absent  where  opium  has  been  taken 
very  largely  and  continuously.  It  is  a  sequel  or  complication  full 
of  danger,  and  often  snatches  away  the  fairest  prospects  of  recov- 
ery. It  is  not  a  tyjihoid  state,  but  one  of  stupor  without  delirium, 
and  pathologically,  a  passive  engorgement  of  the  brain  and  its 
membranes  with  serous  exudation  into  the  cranial  and  sj^inal  cavi- 
ties. This  condition,  we  repeat,  is  not  the  result  of  the  use  of 
opium,  as  has  been  alleged,  but  the  epidemic  predisposition  exist- 
isting;  opium  may,  if  recklessly  employed,  increase  it,  and  cer- 
tainly should  not  be  administered  when  there  are  manifestations  of 
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its  incipiency.  It  is  probably  best  treated  by  shaving  the  scalp, 
by  the  application  of  the  ice  cap,  by  keeping  the  head  elevated, 
by  the  administration  of  the  iodide  or  bromide  of  potash,  and  by 
a  regimen  of  beef  essence.  Cups,  leeches  and  blisters  to  the  niicliaj 
and  temples  are  also  useful,  but  of  secondary  importance,  //ere, 
with  deep  coma,  a  derivative  cathartic,  even  croton  oil  may  do 
good,  but  as  a  greenish  diarrhoea  and  an  irritable  stomach  often 
co-exist  with  the  cerebral  symptoms,  cathartics  are  of  questionable 
utility. 

The  late  and  lamented  Dr.  I.  M.  Newman  of  this  city,  in  a  very 
able  paper  read  before  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association  October  3d, 
1854,  said,  "Before  concluding  this  article,  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  the  therapeutical  eflfects  of  cold,  by  the  means  of  ice 
or  water,  applied  to  the  head  in  cholera,  and  to  urge  it  upon  the 
profession  as  a  remedy  not  undeserving  trial.  Its  application  Avill 
undoubtedly  be  noticed,  as  among  the  remedial  measures  used  in 
the  cases  of  congestion  of  the  brain  which  I  have  just  related. 
From  emplojdng  it  in  cases  of  brain  complications  only,  I  grad- 
ually extended  the  sphere  of  its  application,  until  it  embraced 
cases  of  every  stage,  from  the  first  seizure  to  that  of  complete 
collapse,  and  from  the  observation  of  its  effects  in  a  large  number 
of  cases,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  is  among  the  most 
valuable  means  we  possess  of  controlling  the  vomiting  of  cholera. 
Its  influence  in  some  cases  was  almost  magical,  quieting  the  action 
of  the  stomach,  and  enabling  the  patient  to  take  and  retain  medi- 
cine and  drinks."  He  concludes  as  follows:  "I  have  spoken  of 
congestion  of  the  brain  as  a  stage  of  cholera,  ****** 
I  am  now  prepared  to  advance  a  step  farther,  and  claim,  that  the 
first  manifestations  of  the  specific  cause  of  cholera,  upon  the 
human  organism,  be  that  cause  what  it  may,  is  Mpon  the  brain,  and 
through  it  upon  the  nervous  centers.  *****  if  this  view 
be  correct  we  can  understand  how  the  application  of  cold  may  be 
made  to  assume  a  prominent  rank  among  our  medicines."  Whether 
Dr.  Newman  Avas  right  or  wrong  in  this  idea,  it  will  be  seen  that 
he  anticipated  Dr.  John  Chapman  of  ice  and  hot-water-bag  noto- 
riety, in  what  he  terms  his  theory  (Chapman's)  of  cholera  and  its 
treatment. 

In  bringing  this  article  to  a  close,  the  writer  asks  the  indulgence 


ORTHOryEUIC  SURGERY,  BY  J.  F.  MINER,  M.  B. 


9 


of  the  reader.  It  has  necessarily  been  written  at  odd  moments, 
and  those  subject  to  constant  interruptions.  It  -will  be  observed 
that  he  has  said  nothing  about  the  thousand  and  one  articles  that 
are  claimed  as  more  or  less  specific  by  persons  in  and  out  of  the 
profession.  It  is  because  he  has  used  or  has  seen  used  many  of 
them,  and  has  found  them  all  more  or  less  failures ;  and  while  he 
does  not  claim  its  great  success,  but  rather  deplores  its  frequent 
inutility,  he  presents  the  metliod  of  treatment  described  above,  as 
that  in  which  he  has  the  most  faith,  and  with  which  he  has  had  a 
fair  share  of  success. 


ART.  II.  —  Orthopcedic  Surgery — RejJort  of  a  case  of  congenital  de- 
formity removed  by  tenotomy.  By  J.  F.  JNIiner,  M.  D. 
OrthopjBdic  surgery  is  so  largely  in  the  hands  of  a  few  practi- 
tioners, and  so  little  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  great 
majority  of  jjhysicians,  who  might  be  eminently  capable  and  suc- 
cessful in  this  department  of  practice,  that  attention  cannot  be  too 
often  directed  to  results  and  the  manner  of  obtaining  them.  It  is 
not  infrequent  to  see  cases  wholly  neglected  or  absurdly  treated 
by  physicians  eminently  capable  in  the  general  practice  of  medi- 
cine and  surgery.  Deformities  may  not  all  be  removed,  may  not 
be  removed  perfectly  in  but  few  instances,  but  may  almost  always 
be  greatly  improved,  and  in  every  instance  j^roperly  treated.  A  great 
many  extravagantly  represented  cases  have  been  published,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  some  mistakes  and  misapprehensions  have  been 
caused  by  elaborate  reports  upon  the  curability  and  perfect  restor- 
ation of  spinal  curvature,  or  the  perfect  results  in  cases  of  talii^es 
and  other  tendinous  contractions.  However  this  may  be,  and  it  is 
certain  we  are  somewhat  exposed  to  the  charge  of  extravagance 
and  exaggeration,  yet  there  is  just  ground  for  considerable  preten- 
tion, and  a  truthful  and  fair  representation  will  entitle  the  profes- 
sion to  credit  and  praise  for  the  progress  which  has  been  made 
within  the  past  few  years  in  understanding  and  managing  deformi- 
ties. Cases  treated  with  ordinary  means,  that  is,  with  appliances 
accessible  to  all,  especially  merit  attention  and  fair  representation ; 
costly  appliances  or  expensive  treatment  in  private  hospitals,  what- 
ever be  the  results,  and  it  is  possible  they  are  not  better,  interest 
VOL,  6,  NO.  1 — 2, 
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the  general  practitioner  and  the  majority  of  sufferers  much  less. 
Machines  are  often  manufactured  and  worn  for  relief  of  spinal 
deviations,  club-foot  deformities,  muscular  or  tendinous  contrac- 
tions, etc.,  etc.,  which  are  instruments  of  torture,  rather  than  relief 
or  cure.  These  instruments  are  mostly  made  to  fit  some  theory, 
applied  often  by  an  inexperienced  practitioner,  and  abandoned 
after  imperfect  trial,  having  done  less  harm  from  being  poorly 
tested.  Some  men  have  no  mechanical  gift  whatever,  and  should 
never  attempt  anything  in  this  department  of  surgery;  it  is  not 
possible  for  them  to  make  the  manipulations  of  surger3r  with  suc- 
cess and  satisfaction ;  they  understand  its  theory  and  the  princi- 
ples of  its  practice,  they  are  often  safe  advisers,  but  they  cannot 
adapt  their  means  to  a  desired  object.  After  excluding  these,  as 
unsuited  for  the  undertaking,  it  may  be  said  of  the  others,  that  most 
cases  of  deformity  can  be  successfully  treated  by  them  and  gener- 
ally by  the  means  within  their  reach,  provided  they  devote  enough 
attention  to  the  subject  to  become  familiar  with  the  princijDles 
upon  which  successful  practice  is  based.  Deformity  from  deficient 
muscular  action  or  relaxation,  is  the  most  incurable  form  of  dis- 
ease, while  that  arising  from  congenital  or  acquired  contraction, 
excessive  or  unnatural  muscular  action  is  perhaps  most  susceptible 
of  cure.  When  muscles  do  not  act,  and  the  will  seems  to  have 
but  imperfect  control,  the  case  is  unpromising,  and  little  may  be 
expected  except  from  mechanical  support;  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
tracted tendons  may  be  lengthened  almost  at  pleasure,  and  the 
parts  placed  in  normal  position  will  at  length  possess  almost  nat- 
ural form  and  motion. 

There  is  a  common  practice  'with  some  good  orthopaedic  sur- 
geons, after  division  of  contracted  tendons,  to  delay  dressing  for 
a  day  or  two  until  the  irritation  of  operation  has  abated,  and  then 
bring  the  parts  into  normal  position,  and  thus  retain  them.  A 
few  years  since  it  was  an  almost  universal  practice,  to  make  what 
was  called  temporary  dressing  of  fractured  bones,  and  not  attempt 
to  perfectly  adjust  the  fragments  until  the  first  sj'mptoms  of 
inflammation  had  abated.  Upon  this  same  principle  a  club-foot  or 
a  contracted  tendon  elsewhere,  is  operated  upon — divided,  and 
allowed  to  remain  throe  or  four  days,  and  then  placed  with  great 
pain,  in  desired  position.    Upon  this  point  there  are  differences  of 
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opinion,  but  it  is  believed  that  no  harm  can  grow  out  of  immediate 
adjustment  in  all  operations  for  relief  of  deformities  by  division  of 
tendons;  that  it  is  not  only  proper  but  very  desirable  to  place 
immediately  in  natural  position  not  only  a  fractured  bone,  but  any 
deformed  part  it  may  be  attempted  to  restore.  When  the  surgeon 
operates  for  talipes  and  is  three  or  four  days  before  he  makes 
retentive  dressing — before  he  places  the  foot  in  normal  positipn, 
and  attempts  to  retain  it,  he  must  not  be  greatly  disappointed  if 
after  tlie  second  edition  of  his  operation,  itself  more  painful  than 
the  first,  he  finds  the  deformity  scarcely  improved  by  his  attempts. 
It  is  perhaps  not  quite  certain  that  such  delay  will  insure  failure,  but 
it  is  certainly  quite  unnecessary.  It  is  not  probable  but  that  most 
fractured  bones  will  unite  if  undressed  and  unadjusted  for  several 
days,  but  it  is  certain  that  if  bones  are  fractured  the  processes  of 
repair  commence  immediately,  and  placing  them  in  contact  and  in 
natural  position,  removes  the  causes  of  inflammation  and  allows 
the  restoration  to  commence  more  early  and  to  progress  more  raj)- 
idly.  The  analogy  between  these  two  cases  may  not  hold  in  all 
respects,  but  there  are  striking  points  of  resemblance,  and  the  one 
illustrates  important  principles  of  practice  in  the  other. 

In  some  cases  of  congenital  deformity  all  the  muscles  and  ten- 
dons of  the  parts  favor  the  mal-position,  are  made  to  conform  to 
it.  One  tendon  may  appear  to  be  mainly  in  fault,  but  its  division 
will  reveal  contractions  in  others,  and  oftentimes  severel  tendons 
will  require  division  before  the  desired  result  is  obtained.  The 
following  remarkable  case  of  congenital  deformity  will  illustrate 
this  point  and  show  important  principles  to  be  observed  in  opera- 
tions made  in  similar  cases: 

M.  Busher  of  Buffalo,  aged  3  years,  was  presented  for  examina- 
tion and  operation  May  26,  1866,  with  the  following  condition: 
"Was  well  developed  and  healthy,  of  full  natural  size,  well  nour- 
ished in  every  respect,  bright  and  active.  The  thighs  were  drawn 
inwards  so  closely  that  the  mother  had  always  experienced  difii- 
culty  in  separating  them  for  washing,  dressing,  etc.,  etc.,  and  were 
flexed  strongly  upon  the  abdomen  by  contraction  of  the  sartorius, 
psoas,  iliacus,  and  adductor  muscles.  The  legs  were  flexed  upon 
the  thigh  by  contraction  of  the  flexor  muscles,  and  the  feet  extend- 
ed hy  the  shortened  tendon  of  the  gastrocnemii  and  solei  muscles. 
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On  account  of  this  eondition  the  child  had  never  stood  or  walked, 
though  the  legs  still  retained  their  natural  size  and  apparent 
strength. 

The  operation  practiced  for  relief  of  this  deformity  consisted  in 
dividing  the  tendons  of  all  the  contracted  muscles  while  the  child 
was  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  From  the  great  number 
pf  muscles  the  undertaking  appeared  rather  formidable  to  be  made 
at  one  time,  and  did  prove  by  sympathetic  disturbance  that  it  was, 
for  the  little  sufierer,  a  fearful  expedient.  All  the  tendons,  however, 
appearing  manifestly  shortened  upon  both  sides,  were  at  the  same 
time  divided,  and  the  legs  brought  down,  first  by  the  extension  of 
weights  over  pullies ;  two  days  later,  from  dissatisfaction  with  the 
operation  of  this  extension,  it  was  exchanged  for  a  splint,  made  of 
sole  leather,  cut  so  as  to  separate  the  legs  and  at  the  same  time 
straighten  tliem  perfectly.  This  leather  splint  was  after  the  style 
of  the  wire  splint  figured  in  standard  works  for  treatment  of  hip- 
joint  disease,  was  made  to  fit  closely  the  back  of  the  hips  and  legs 
throughout  the  entire  length,  and  thus  they  were  retained  immov- 
ably for  two  weeks,  until  the  wounds  of  operation  were  healed, 
when  it  was  found  that  the  legs  remained  in  their  new  position 
remarkably  well,  and  soon  that  the  child  could  not  only  stand  erect, 
but  walk  with  the  aid  of  a  hand  to  steady  its  motions.  It  has 
since  learned  to  walk,  and  though  it  will  never  have  full  natural 
scope  and  flexibility  of  motion,  yet  will  be  able  to  stand  erect  and 
walk  with  great  respectability  of  appearance  and  usefulness  of 
action. 

This  child  was  examined  by  several  very  experienced  physicians 
who  appear  from  the  account  of  the  parents  to  have  entertained 
very  different  and  I  may  say  conflicting  opinions  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  malady.  It  may  be  interesting  as  showing  how  the  best 
and  most  careful  observers  sometimes  disagree,  to  state  that  the 
family  physician,  exjierienced  and  capable,  in  general  practice, 
regarded  this  want  of  power  to  use  the  legs  as  arising  from  disease 
of  the  spine;  another  physician,  eminent  in  his  dejaartment,  told 
the  parents  it  was  paralysis,  and  that  the  trouble  was  probably  in 
the  head;  both  assured  them  that  nothing  could  be  done  for  the 
child.  A  tbirdj  with  different  view,  prescribed  quinine  for  a  long 
time,  and  better  yet,  made  attempts  to  remedy  the  trouble  by 
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extension.  Man}^  had  reinedies  which  they  thought  might 
"strengthen  the  child  a  little,"  and  advised  nutritious  food,  tonics, 
etc.,  while  quite  a  number  of  irregular  practitioners  prescribed 
liniments,  plasters,  salves,  washes,  etc.,  etc.  All  this  goes  to  show 
how  important  it  is  that  attention  be  directed  to  these  cases  and 
the  general  symptoms  and  appearances  described.  It  is  not  very 
remarkable  that  some  different  views  should  be  entertained  as  to 
the  nature  of  suf  h  a  case,  by  men  only  accustomed  to  see  and  pre- 
scribe for  ordinary  disease,  but  every  surgeon  in  any  degree  famil- 
iar with  such  conditions  should  not  make  incorrect  diagnosis ;  the 
instinct  almost,  should  at  once  tell  him  that  his  art  is  capable  of 
affording  relief  It  is  never  safe,  however,  in  these  operations  to 
promise  too  much ;  they  are  not  in  the  after  dressings  perfectly 
under  the  conti'ol  of  the  physician,  and  if  they  were,  perfect 
recovery  would  hardly  be  attained.  Almost  all  deformities  from 
contracted  muscles,  admit  of  greater  or  less  relief,  and  the  earlier, 
congenital  mal-positions  are  corrected,  the  more  perfect  the  result. 
Sometimes  the  question  is  asked,  how  old  should  a  child  be  before 
such  operations  are  made  ?  The  question  should  rather  be,  how 
young?  for  every  experienced  surgeon  understands  with  what  ease 
the  tender  yielding  tissues  of  a  new  born  infant  may  be  moulded 
and  changed.  I  have  often  thought  that  division  of  tendons  would 
rarely  be  rcc^uired,  if  attempts  to  rectify  abnormal  positions  were 
made  immediately  after  birth. 


Correspondence. 


«  BuKFAi>o,  August  Gth,  1866. 

To  the  Editor  of  Uie  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal: 

Dear  Doctor: — Have  the  kindness  to  say,  in  your  forthcoming 
number,  that  the  case  reported  and  published  as  proceedings  of 
the  Association  on  page  477,  July  number,  was  intended  to  be  the 
report  of  a  case  of  resuscitation,  by  the  practice  of  Marshall  Hall's 
method,  prolonged  for  one  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  time 
involuntary  respiration  was  entirely  suspended. 

The  case  as  reported  is  not  much  unlike  the  play  of  Hamlet, 
with  the  part  of  the  principal  actor  omitted. 

Yours,  truly,  *  C.  C.  V.  Gay. 
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Boston,  August  10,  1866. 

Editor  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal: 

Dear  Doctor: — You  will  perceive  by  the  place  from  which  this 
comes  that  I  am  back  in  old  Boston,  probably  to  remain  here. 
But  your  journal  has  found  its  way  to  me,  though  I  am  away 
"down  east."    It  came  from  Philadelphia. 

I  am  glad  that  you  "remember  trying  to  abuse  me  out  of  the 
idea  that  I  could  cure  epileptics."  But  your  '■^hope  that  you 
did  not  fail  in  your  efforts  was  a  vain  one.'^  About  the  cure, 
however,  I  have  a  word  to  say.  I  have  not  used  that  term, 
nor  do  I  pi'etend  to  do  more  than  others  ought  to  accomplish. 
From  a  somewhat  extended  experience,  and  in  a  practice  that 
has  brought  me  in  contact  with  a  large  number  of  nervous  dis- 
eases, I  am  authorized  in  saying  that  not  more  than  one  case 
in  ten  of  epilepsy  arises  from  organic  disease  of  the  brain,  and 
from  most  of  the  nine-tenths  from  other  causes,  recoveries  may 
be  hoped  for;  indeed,  if  I  did  not  think  you  would  give  me 
another  scolding,  I  would  say  exjjected.  Why  should  such  not  be 
the  fact  ?  One-half  of  them  are  caused  by  self-abuse.  When  this 
evil  habit  is  abandoned,  and  proper  means  used  to  recuperate  the 
system,  (where  nature  has  not  been  wholly  destroyed,)  means  that 
are,  or  should  be  within  the  power  of  every  physician,  why  should 
not  such  cases  recover?  If  you  can  assign  any  reason,  should 
like  to  know  it.    The  same  may  be  said  in  many  cases  arising 

from  other  causes. 
« 

Now,  my  dear  sir,  I  have  never  been  so  foolish  as  to  pretend  to 
make  a  new  brain ;  or,  to  restore  an  epileptic  to  health  when  the 
vital  principle  has  become  extinct;  or,  as  some  of  you  eminent 
surgeons  do,  take  a  man  all  to  pieces,  as  you  would  an  old  watch, 
clean  the  parts  well,  and  then  put  him  together  and  make  him  as 
good  as  new. 

If  I  remember  correctl}',  among  others,  3'ou  had  the  case  of 
Rev.  C.  A.  Brucker,  a  Baptist  clergyman  from  Charleston,  S.  C. 
That  account  he  wrote  and  published  himself.  I  never  saw  it  till 
it  was  in  print.  It  was  a  true  account.  I  never  said  "I  cured 
him."  But  lie  never  had  a  fit  after  he  came  under  my  care.  You 
may  ascribe  it  to  anything  you  please.  After  he  had  been  free 
from  fits  two  years,  he  said  to  me,  "Dr.  Cornell,  I  had  but  little 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


15 


expectation  of  recovery  when  I  came  to  you.  I  had  been  under 
the  care  of  some  of  the  best  physicians  in  Charleston,  and  I 
believe  there  are  none  better,  and  one  of  them  the  day  I  left,  said 
to  me,  'Mr.  Brucker,  you  may  go  to  Philadelphia,  to  Dr.  Cornell, 
or  any  other  doctor,  but  there  is  no  power  on  earth  that  can  cure 
you.'" 

There  it  is,  and  it  may  pass  for  what  it  is  worth.  Had  this  been 
a  solitary  case,  it  might  have  been  ascribed  to  a  very  fortunate 
chance,  a  mere  coincident.  But  the  case  of  Wm.  F.  Page  of  East 
Stoughton,  Mass.,  was  a  similar  one.  He  is  still  alive,  in  good 
health,  and  has  not  had  a  fit  since  1848,  though  he  had  had  them 
every  three  or  four  weeks  for  seventeen  y^rs  previously.  It  is 
very  easy  to  say,  this  was  but  another  fortunate  coincidence! 
Very  well,  all  that  is  desirable  is,  to  have  these  fortunate  coinci- 
dences occur  often  enough;  that  is,  as  often  as  these  cases  come. 
But  as  you  are  a  forbearing  man,  I  will  not  inflict  any  more  upon 
you  about  epilepsy  at  present. 

I  did  oot  get  a  number  of  the  journal  in  which  my  name  was 
corrected.  But  as  you  suppose  everybody  knew  my  name  was 
William  M.,  being  so  notorious,  perhaps  it  is  just  as  well.  I  want 
to  write  a  paper  for  your  journal  upon  Chronic  Diseases — their  con- 
nexion with  acute  diseases;  but  I  do  not  know  when  I  shall  find 
the  time. 

Will  you  send  your  journal  to  me  at  Boston,  Mass.  ?  Did  you 
get  the  little  book  of  mine  called  the  ^'■Beacon f  and,  if  so,  did 
you  notice  it  ?  I  did  not  see  the  notice.  You  know  when  a  man 
has  been  well  flogged  once,  and  deserves  it,  he  Is  looking  out  for 
anothei".  This  book  may  open  the  way  for  it ;  so,  if  you  have  not 
yet  received  it,  I  will  send  you  one. 

Very  truly  yours,  Wm.  M.  Cornell.  , 


N.  B.,  August  16,  1866. 

Editor  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal: 

I  have  not  troubled  you  in  some  time,  and  would  not  now,  were 
it  not  about  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  medical 
profession.  It  is  a  discovery  of  great  moment  to  the  Allopathic 
denomination,  made  on  the  Homojpathic  theory  of  practice,  and 
for  which  they  deserve  most  of  the  praise.    My  experiments  that 
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led  to  the  discovery,  commenced  shortly  after  reading  a  communi- 
cation on  the  treatment  of  cholera  in  one  of  our  daily  journals, 
not  long  since,  wherein  it  was  gravely  stated  tliat  camphor  in  sat- 
urated solution  would  give  a  i^erson  the  cholera  to  his  "heart's  con- 
tent," (not  the  place  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Atlantic 
cable,)  and  consequently,  and  Homoephathically,  similia  simillbus, 
etc.,  the  saturated  solution  of  camphor  will  cure  the  cholera. 
Now,  Mr.  Editor,  taking  that  theory  as  a  basis,  I  have  been  exper- 
imenting "some,"  and  have  had  ample  opportunities  and  subjects, 
there  being  noiv  "so  much  cholera  in  tow7i"  but  I  will  only  give  a 
brief  history  of  one  case  at  this  time,  for  I  am  anxious  to  get  the 
subject  before  the  profession  without  loss  of  time,  so  that  the 
people  may  have  the  full*benefits  of  my  new  "treatment." 

Case  No.  1. — A  German  named  John  Crow,  aged  45,  a  stout, 
healthy  German  laborer,  had  eaten  young  veal,  boiled  cabbage, 
and  green  corn,  also  some  soured  potatoes  and  cucumber  salad; 
after  which  he  had  drank  several  quarts  of  beer  during  the  evening. 
At  one  o'clock  A.  M.  I  found  him  in  a  cold,  clammy  persjjiration, 
sunken  eyes,  surrounded  with  areola,  skin  shriveled,  cramps  in 
stomach  and  extremities,  watery  discharges,  pulse  140,  and  feeble, 
calling  for  water,  (which  showed  him  to  be  partially  delirious.) 
Now,  Mr.  Editor,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  combination 
of  the  animal  and  vegetable  substances  iwoduced  the  disease.  So 
on  the  theory  that  like  cure,  I  immediately  made  the  following 
prescription : 

No.  1.    ?r  Kalb  Fleish. 
Kraut. 
Welch  Korn. 
Kroom  Berren. 

Kukumner  Salat  ein  viertel  pfund.  M. 
To  be  digested  for  half  an  hour  in  lager  beer — ein  gall.  Take 
ad  libitum. 

But  the  symptoms  were  so  very  urgent,  as  a  placebo,  the  follow- 
ing was  administered: 

No.  2.    Pulv.  Ipicac  3  ss. 

"    Capsici  gr.  xx. 

"    Zingiber  3  i. 

"    Ant.  et  Pat.  Tart.  gr.  x. 

Dissolved  in  a  teacupful  of  warm  water.    Dose,  tablespoonful 

every  ten  minutes. 
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During  the  time  occupied  in  preparing  ^:  No.  1,  the  patient 
vomited,  filling  a  good  sized  tub  with  the  contents  of  his  stomach. 
The  ordinary  after  treatment,  such  as  opii,  tanin,  counter-irritation, 
heat  and  brandy  was  prescribed,  and  recovery  followed.  But  in 
all  similar  cases  I  would  recommend  the  profession  to  try  Ijl  No.  1. 

A  Converted  Allopathist. 


Miscellaneous. 


Report  of  the  Cholera  Conference  at  Constantinople. 

First  Group  of  Questions — the  Origin  and  Genesis  of  Cholera;  the 
Endemic  and  Epidemic  prevalence  of  this  Disease  in  India. 

I — Whence  did  the  cholera,  called  Asiatic,  originally  come? 
And  in  what  countries  does  it  exist  in  our  day  in  an  endemic  form  ? 

The  Commission  with  one  voice  is  able  to  answer  without  hesit- 
ation that  the  Asiatic  cholera,  which  at  different  times  has  run 
over  the  whole  world,  has  its  origin  in  India,  where  it  had  its  birtli, 
and  where  it  exists  permanently  as  an  epidemic. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

II  —Out  of  ludia,  does  the  Asiatic  cholera  exist  in  our  da}'  in 
any  part  of  the  world  in  an  endemic  form  ? 

The  Commission  considers  as  demonstrated  that  the  Asiatic 
cholera,  wherever  it  appears,  is  never  spontaneousl}^  develoi)ed  and 
has  never  been  observed  as  an  endemic  (care  must  be  taken  to  dis- 
tinguish secondary  foci,  more  or  less  tenacious  in  their  character) 
in  any  of  the  countries  which  have  been  enumerated,  (Europe, 
etc.,)  and  that  it  has  always  come  from  abroad.  As  for  the  coun- 
tries in  the  neighborhood  of  India,  while  admitting  it  as  probable 
that  the  cholera  does  not  exist  there  as  an  endemic,  the  Commis- 
sion does  not  feel  itself  authorized  to  come  to  any  formal  conclu- 
sion on  the  subject. 

Adopted  by  all  the  mcml)ers  of  the  Commission,  except  MM. 
Polak,  Sawas  and  Van  Geuns. 

Ill — Is  there  any  reason  to  fear  that  the  cholera  may  acclimate 
itself  in  our  countries  ? 

VOL.  6,   NO.  1 — .3. 
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The  Commission,  •without  rejecting  the  possibilit}'  of  the  fact, 
regards  it  as  problematic. 
Adopted  unanimously. 

IV —  Is  there  in  the  Hedjaz  an  original  focus  of  cholera,  perma- 
nent or  periodic  ? 

The  Commission  is  of  opinion  that  Asiatic  cholera  does  not 
appear  to  haA'e  had  in  the  Hedjaz  its  original  focus,  but  it  appears 
to  have  always  been  introduced  there  from  abroad  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Adopted  unanimously,  except  b)'  Mr.  Goodeve. 

V—  ^Are  there  in  India  certain  localities  which  have  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  generating  cholera,  or  which  are  more  particularly 
favorable  to  its  development  ?  In  other  words,  is  cholera  endemic 
in  all  parts  of  India,  or  only  in  certain  regions  which  it  is  possible 
to  circumscribe  ? 

At  this  time  the  Commission  can  only  answer  that  there  are  in 
India  certain  localities,  comprised  principally  in  the  vallej'  of  the 
Ganges,  where  cholera  Is  endemic,  without  being  able  to  point  out 
all  of  them,  or  to  affirm  that  they  liave  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
giving  birth  to  this  disease. 

Adopted  unanimousl}'. 

VI —  Do  we  know  the  causes  by  the  concurrence  of  which  chol- 
era originates  spontaneously  in  India,  as  well  as  the  circumstances 
which  make  it  take  on  an  epidemic  character? 

The  Commission  feels  obliged  to  limit  itself  to  answering  that 
we  know  not  the  special  conditions  under  tlie  influence  of  which 
the  cholera  breaks  out  in  India  and  reigns  there  in  certain  locali- 
ties as  an  endemic. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

VII —  What  are  the  circumstances  which  concur  in  the  develop- 
ment and  the  propagation  of  epidemics  of  cholera  in  India  ? 

The  Commission  believes  itself  authorized  in  answering,  that 
pilgrimages  are  in  India  the  most  powerful  of  all  the  causes  which 
tend  to  develo}!  and  propagate  cholera  epidemics. 

Adopted  unanimously. 
Second  Group  of  Questions — the  Transmissibility  and  Propagation  of 

Cholera. 

VIII —  Is  the  transmissibilitj^  of  cholera  proved  to-daj-  by  facts 
which  do  not  admit  of  an}'  other  interpretation? 
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Do  not  all  these  facts  demonstrate  conclusively  that  cholera  is 
propagated  by  man,  and  with  a  rajjidity  in  proportion  to  the  activ- 
ity and  rapidity  of  his  own  movements?  The  Commission  docs 
not  hesitate  to  answer  in  the  affirmative. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

The  Commission,  with  unanimit}',  concludes  that  the  trausrais- 
sibility  of  Asiatic  cholera  is  an  incontestable  veritj',  proved  by 
facts  which  do  not  admit  of  any  other  interpretation. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

IX —  Are  there  conclusive  facts  which  force  us  to  admit  that 
cholera  can  propagate  itself  at  a  distance  by  certain  atmospheric 
conditions,  by  winds,  or  b}'-  any  other  change  or  modification  of 
the  surrounding  medium  ? 

The  Commission  answers  that  no  fact  has  proved,  up  to  the 
present  time,  that  cholera  can  pi'opagate  itself  at  a  distance  by  the 
atmosphere  alone,  whatever  may  be  its  condition;  and  that  besides 
it  is  a  law,  without  exception,  that  never  has  an  epidemic  of  chol- 
era extended  from  one  point  to  another  in  a  shorter  time  than  was 
necessary  for  man  to  carry  it. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

X —  How  is  the  importation  of  cholera  effected,  and  what  are 
the  agents  of  its  transmission  ? 

It  may  be  said,  without  more  specific  statement  for  the  moment, 
that  if  all  modes  of  conveyance  from  countries  affected  with  chol- 
era are  not  likely  to  propagate  the  disease,  it  is  none  the  less  pru- 
dent, at  present,  to  consider  all  such  means  of  conveyance  as 
suspected.    A  more  detailed  examination  will  settle  the  question. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

XI —  Under  what  conditions  does  man  imjoort  the  cholera? 
Man  affected  with  cholera  is  himself  the  principal  propagating 

agent  of  this  disease,  and  a  single  cholera  patient  may  cause  the 
development  of  an  epidemic. 
Adopted  unanimously;  and — 

XII —  The  Commission  has  been  led  to  conclude  that  certain 
facts  tend  to  prove  that  a  single  individual  (with  much  greater 
reason  many  individuals)  coming  from  a  contaminated  place,  and 
suffering  from  diarrhsea,  is  able  to  cause  the  development  of  a 
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cholera  epidemic;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  diarrhoea  called 
premonitory  is  able  to  transmit  cholera. 
Adopted  unanimously. 

XIII —  What  is  the  period  of  incubation? 

In  almost  all  cases  the  period  of  incubation,  that  is  to  say,  the 
interval  between  the  moment  when  the  individual  may  have  con- 
tracted the  cholera  poison  and  the  commencement  of  the  premon- 
itory diarrhoea,  or  of  confirmed  cholera,  doe.«  not  go  beyond  a  few 
days ;  all  the  facts  cited  of  a  longer  incubation  belong  to  the  class 
where  the  contamination  may  have  taken  place  after  departure 
from  the  infected  place. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

XIV —  Can  the  cholera  be  imported  and  transmitted  by  living 
animals  ? 

There  is  no  known  fact  which  proves  that  cholera  has  been 
imported  by  living  auimals ;  but  it  is  reasonable,  nevertheless,  to 
consider  them,  in  certain  cases,  as  belonging  to  the  class  of  objects 
called  susceptible. 

Adopted  unanimously,  except  by  MM.  Bykow  and  Lenz. 

XV —  Can  cholera  be  imported  and  transmitted  by  linen,  cloth- 
ing, and  in  geueral  by  articles  in  common  use ! 

Cholera  can  be  transmitted  by  articles  in  common  use  coming 
from  an  infected  place,  and  especially  by  those  which  have  been 
used  by  cholera  patients;  and  it  also  results  from  certain  facts  that 
the  disease  may  be  transported  to  a  distance  by  these  same  articles 
when  closely  shut  up  from  the  outer  air. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

XVI —  Can  cholera  be  imported  and  transmitted  by  merchandise  ? 
The  Commission,  while  admitting  with  unanimity  the  absence  of 

proof  of  the  agency  of  merchandise  in  the  transmission  of  cholera, 
admits  (by  a  majority  of  16  votes  to  6)  the  possibility  of  the  fact 
under  certain  conditions. 

The  negative  votes  were  those  of  MM.  Bykow,  Goodeve,  Lenz, 
Pelikan,  Polak  and  Van  Geuns. 

In  consequence,  until  more  fully  informed,  the  Commission 
believes  that  it  will  be  wise  to  consider  as  suspected,  at  least  under 
particular  and  determined  conditions,  everything  coming  (toute 
provenance )  from  a  cholera  district. 
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Adopted  unanimously,  except  by  MM.  Goodeve,  Pelikan  and 
Polak,  who  declined  voting. 

XVII —  Can  the  bodies  of  patients  who  have  died  of  cholera 
import  and  transmit  the  cholera? 

Although  it  is  not  proved  by  conclusive  facts  that  the  bodies  of 
patients  d3'ing  with  cholera  can  transmit  the  disease,  it  is  prudent 
to  consider  them  as  dangerous. 

Adopted  unanimously,  except  by  M.  Sawas,  who  declined  voting. 

On  the  Influence  of  Means  of  Communication. 

XVIII —  What  influence  do  the  various  modes  of  communica- 
tion, whether  b}'  land  or  sea,  have  upon  the  propagation  of  cholera  ? 

The  Commission  answers,  that  maritime  communications  are  by 
their  nature  the  most  dangerous ;  that  it  is  they  which  propagate 
most  surely  cholera  at  a  distance,  and  that  next  to  them  comes 
communication  by  raili'oad,  which  in  a  very  short  time  may  carry 
the  disease  to  a  great  distance. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

XIX —  What  is  the  influence  of  deserts  upon  the  propagation  of 
cholera? 

The  Commission,  resting  upon  facts  established  by  experience, 
concludes  that  great  deserts  are  a  most  effectual  barrier  to  the 
Iiropagation  of  cholera,  and  it  believes  that  it  is  without  example 
for  this  disease  to  be  imported  into  Egypt  or  Syria,  across  the 
desert,  by  caravans  from  Mecca, 

Adopted  by  all  the  members  of  the  Commission,  except  MM. 
Monlau,  Pelikan,  Polak  and  Van  Geuns,  who  declined  voting. 

The  Influence  of  Croioding. 

XX —  What  is  the  influence  of  crowds  upon  the  intensity  of 
epidemics  of  cholera,  as  well  as  upon  the  propagation  of  the  dis- 
ease ?  and  under  what  conditions  does  it  exercise  its  influence  ? 

All  crowding  together  of  human  beings,  among  whom  cholera 
has  been  introduced,  is  a  favorable  condition  for  fhe  rapid  spread 
of  the  disease — and,  if  this  crowding  exists  under  bad  hygienic 
conditions,  for  the  violence  of  the  epidemic  among  them. 

That  in  this  case  the  rapidity  of  the  extension  of  the  disease  is 
in  proi)ortion  to  the  degree  of  crowding,  while  the  violence  of  the 
epidemic  is,  other  things  being  equal,  so  much  the  greater  accord- 
ing as  individuals  liave  been  little  exposed  to  the  choleraic  influ- 
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ence  or  not  at  all ;  that  is  to  say,  in  other  words,  individuals  who 
have  already  been  exposed  to  the  influence  of  a  cholera  atmosphere 
enjoy  a  sort  of  relative  and  temporary  immunity  which  counter- 
balances the  bad  effects  of  crowding. 

Finally,  in  the  case  of  a  dense  crowd,  the  more  rapid  its  separa- 
tion, so  nluch  the  more  rapid  is  the  cessation  of]  |thc  epidemic,  at 
least  if  new  arrivals  of  unaffected  persons  do  not  furnish  new  ali- 
ment for  the  disease. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

XXI —  "What  is  the  intensity  and  what  the  tenacity  of  cholera 
epidemics  on  shipboard? 

The  Commission  replies  that  the  intensity  of  cholera  on  board 
ships  crowded  with  men  is,  in  general,  proportionate  to  tlie  crowd- 
ing, and  is  so  much  the  more  violent,  other  things  being  C(pial,  if 
the  passengers  have  not  resided  in  the  focus  of  cholera  which  they 
started;  that  on  crowded  ships  the  spread  of  cholera  epidemic  is 
ordinarily  rapid;  finally,  the  Commission  adds  that  the  danger  of 
importation  by  ships,  and  that  of  giving  rise  to  a  grave  epidemic, 
are  not  entirely  subordinate  to  the  intensity,  nor  even  to  the  exist- 
ence of  choleraic  symptoms  appearing  during  the  voyage. 

Adopted  un.animously,  except  by  M.  Monlau,  who  declined 
voting. 

XXII —  What  influence  does  the  accumulation  in  lazarettos  of 
individuals  coming  from  a  cholera  district  exercise  upon  the  devel- 
opment of  cholera  among  the  people  at  quarantine  and  in  the 
neighborhood  ? 

The  Commission  concludes  that  the  crowding  together  of  people 
coming  from  a  place  where  cholera  reigns  in  a  lazaretto,  has  not 
the  effect  of  producing,  among  the  people  at  quarantine,  a  great 
extension  of  the  disease;  but  that  such  a  gathering  is  nevertheless 
very  dangerous  for  the  neighborhooel,  as  it  is  calculated  to  favor 
the  propagation  of  cholera. 

Adopted  unanimously,  except  by  M.  Monlau. 

XXIII —  What  influence  do  great  collections  of  men,  in  armies, 
fairs,  pilgrimages,  exercise  upon  the  development  and  propagation 
of  epidemics  of  cholera? 

The  Commission  concludes  that  great  gatherings  of  men  (armies, 
fairs,  pilgrimages)  are  one  of  the  most  certain  mca"us  for  the  prop- 
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agtition  of  cholera;  that  they  constitute  the  great  epidemic  foci 
which,  wiiether  they  march  after  the  manner  of  an  army,  or 
Mhether  they  are  scattered,  as  at  fairs  and  in  pilgrimages,  import 
the  disease  into  the  country  which  they  traverse;  that  these  gath- 
erings, after  having  been  exposed,  usually  in  a  rapid  manner,  to 
the  influence  of  cholera,  become  much  less  susceptible  to  its  power, 
and  tiiat  it  disapjiears  very  speedily,  unless  newly  arrived  persons 
take  the  disease. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

XXIV —  What  is  the  influence  of  dissemination  upon  the  inten- 
sity' and  develojDment  of  cholera  epidemics? 

The  Commission  concludes  that  the  breaking  up  of  a  collection  of 
people,  at  an  opportune  time,  may  render  less  violent  an  ejiidemic. 
of  cholera  and  even  arrest  its  extension;  but  that  this  scattering, 
on  the  other  hand,  gives  rise  to  great  danger  of  propagating  it,  if 
it  take  place  in  the  midst  of  a  region  as  yet  unaffected. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

XXV —  What  part  belongs  to  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  in  the 
cliolera  epidemics  of  our  day. 

The  part  of  the  pilgramage  to  Mecca,  as  an  agent  in  propagat- 
ing cholera  as  regards  the  neighboring  countries  of  Europe  (the 
only  one  with  regard  to  which  we  have  positive  information)  has 
been  the  introduction  ^of  this  disease  into  Egypt  twice,  with  an 
interval  of  thirty-four  years,  during  the  hot  season. 

Adopted  unanimously,  except  by  M.  Polak,  who  declined  voting. 

Tlie  Influence  of  Hygienic  Conditions. 

XXVI —  What  is  the  influence  upon  the  violence  of  choler-a  epi- 
demics exerted  by  hygienic  and  other  conditions  of  locality;  in 
other  words,  what  are  the  assisting  causes  of  cholera  ? 

The  Commission  recognizes  that  the  hygienic  and  other  condi- 
tions which  in  general  i)redispose  a  population  to  contract  cholera, 
and  consequently  favor  tlie  intensity  of  epidemics,  are:  misery, 
with  all  its  conseiiucnces ;  overcrowding,  jiarticularly  of  persons  in 
feeble  healtli;  the  hot  season;  want  of  fresh  air;  the  exhalations 
from  a  porous  soil  impregnated  with  organic  matters,  above  all 
M'ith  tlie  dejections  from  cholera  patients. 

In  addition,  tlie  Commission  think  that,  as  it  appears  demon- 
strated by  experience  tiiat  the  discharge?  of  cholera  patients  con- 


24 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


tain  the  gcuerative  principle  of  cliolera,  it  is  right  to  admit  that 
drains,  privies,  and  the  contaminated  waters  of  towns  msLj  become 
the  agents  for  the  propagation  of  this  disease. 

Tlie  Commission  adds,  that  it  seems  to  result  from  certain  facts 
that  the  soil  of  a  locality,  once  impregnated  with  cholera  detritus, 
is  able  to  retain  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  the  property  of 
disengaging  the  jirinciple  of  the  disease  and  of  thus  keeping  up  an 
epidemic,  or  even  of  regenerating  it  after  it  has  become  extinct. 

Adopted  unanimously,  except  by  M.  Pelikau. 

Immunity  from  Cholera. 

XXVII —  How  is  immunity  from  cholera  to  be  interpreted? 
The  immunit}'  which  certain  localities  enjoy,  that  is  to  say,  the 

resistance,  permanent  or  temporar}^  general  or  partial,  opposed  by 
these  localities  to  the  development  of  cholera  within  their  limits, 
is  a  fact  which  does  not  exclude  transmissibilit}',  but  which  indi- 
cates that  certain  local  conditions,  not  yet  entirely  determined,  are 
an  obstacle  to  the  development  of  the  disease. 

The  same  immunity,  more  or  less  complete  and  more  or  less 
durable,  which  the  majorit}^  of  persons  in  the  midst  of  an  infected 
district  enjoy,  an  immunity  which  attests  the  individual  resistance 
to  the  toxic  principle,  is  a  circumstance  to  which  we  should  attach 
the  highest  importance. 

In  point  of  view  of  epidemic  development,  it  is  the  corrective  of 
transmissibility,  and  viewed  with  regard  to  prophylaxia,  it  sets  in 
operation  proper  means  to  arrest  the  ravages  of  the  disease. 

Adopted  unanimously,  except  by  MM.  Monlau  and  Pelikan,  who 
declined  voting. 

Deductions  relative  to  the  Generative  Principle  of  Cholera. 

XXVIII—  From  the  facts  above  established,  and  which  relate 
to  the  genesis,  the  propagation  and  the  transmissibility  of  cholera, 
can  we  draw  any  precise  conclusion  with  regard  to  the  generative 
principle  of  the  disease,  or  at  least  wiih  regard  to  the  media  which 
serve  as  its  vehicles,  or  receptacles;  with  regard  to  the  conditions 
of  its  penetration  into  the  organism,  the  ways  by  which  it  passes 
out,  the  duration  of  its  morbific  activity,  in  a  word,  with  regard  to 
all  its  attributes,  a  knowledge  of  which  is  important  to  guard 
against  it  ? 
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In  the  actual  state  of  science,  we  can  only  frame  hypotheses  as  j 
to  the  generative  principle  of  cholera ;  we  know  only  that  it  orig- 
inates in  certain  countries  of  India,  and  that  it  dwells  there  per- 
manently; that  this  principle  is  reproduced  in  man  and  accompa- 
nies him  in  his  journeyings;  that  it  may  also  be  projiagated  at  a 
distance,  from  place  to  place,  by  successive  regenerations,  without 
ever  being  reproduced  spontaneously  outside  of  man. 

Adopted  unanimously,  except  by  M.  Goodeve,  who  declined 
voting. 

XXIX —  What  are  the  vehicles  of  the  generative  principle  of  I 
cholera  ? 

Under  the  name  of  vehicles,  the  Commission  intends  to  speak 
merely  of  the  agents  by  means  of  which  the  morbific  principle  | 
penetrates  the  organism.  To  this  question  the  facts  reply  tbat  ; 
the  air  is  the  principal  vehicle  of  the  cholera  principle.  *  *  * 
The  action  of  the  cholera  miasm  is  so  much  the  more  sure  as  it  ! 
operates  in  a  confined  atmosphere  and  near  the  focus  of  emission.  j 
*  *  *  *  It  seems  that  it  is  with  cholera  miasm  as  it  is  with  ' 
the  miasm  of  typhus,  which  rapidly  loses  its  power  in  the  open  air  ' 
at  a  short  distance  from  its  starting  point.  i 

XXX —  To  what  distance  from  a  focus  of  disease  can  the  princi-  j 
pie  of  cholera  be  transported  by  the  atmosphere  ? 

The  surrounding  atmosphere  is  the  principal  vehicle  of  the  gen- 
erative agent  of  cholera;  but  the  transmission  of  the  disease  by 
the  atmosphere,  in  an  immense  majority  of  cases,  is  limited  to  a  i 
space  very  near  to  the  focus  of  emission.    As  for  the  facts  cited  5 
of  transportation  by  the  atmosphere  to  the  distance  of  one  or  more 
miles,  they  are  not  sufficiently  conclusive. 

Adopted  unanimously,  except  by  M.  Goodeve,  who  declined  | 
voting.  j 

XXXI —  Independent  of  the  air,  what  other  vehicles  are  there  of  ' 
the  cholera  principle  ?  i 

Water  and  certain  ingesta  ma}"^  also  serve  as  vehicles  for  the  j 
introduction  into  the  organism  of  the  generative  principle  of  j 
cholera. 

This  granted,  it  follows,  so  to  speak,  necessarily,  that  the  pas- 
sages by  which  the  toxic  agent  penetrates  into  the  economy  are  , 
principally  the  respiratory  passages  and  very  probably  also  the  j 
VOL.  6,  NO.  1 — 4.  I 
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digestive  canals.  As  for  its  penetration  by  the  skin,  nothing  tends 
to  prove'it. 

Adopted  unanimousl3^ 

XXXII—  What  are  the  principal  receptacles  of  tlie  cholera 
principle  ? 

The  matter  of  the  cholera  dejections  being  incontestably  the 
principal  receptacle  of  the  morbific  agent,  it  follows  that  every- 
thing which  is  contaminated  by  the  discharges  become  also  a  recep- 
tacle from  which  the  generative  principle  of  cholera  may  be  disen- 
gaged, under  the  influence  of  favorable  conditions ;  it  follows,  also, 
that  the  origin  of  the  cholera  germ  takes  place  very  probably  in 
the  digestive  canal,  to  the  exclusion,  perhaps,  of  all  other  parts  of 
the  system. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

XXXIII —  What  is  the  duration  of  the  morbific  activity  of  the 
generative  principle  of  cholera? 

It  results  from  the  study  of  facts,  that  in  the  open  air  the  gen- 
erative principle  of  cholera  loses  rapidly  its  morbific  activity,  and 
that  this  is  the  rule ;  but  that  under  certain  particular  conditions 
of  confinement,  this  activity  may  be  preserved  for  an  unlimited 
period. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

Finall}^,  the  Commission  adopts  the  following  formula : 

Observation  shows  that  the  duration  of  the  choleraic  diarrhoea, 
called  premonitory — which  must  not  be  confounded  with  all  the 
diarrhoeas  which  exist  during  the  time  of  cholera — does  not  extend 
beyond  a  few  days. 

Facts  cited  as  exceptional  do  not  prove  that  the  cases  of  diar 
rhoea  prolonged  beyond  that  period  belong  to  cholera,  and  are 
susceptible  of  transmitting  the  disease,  when  the  individual  affected 
has  been  withdrawn  from  all  cause  of  contamination. 

Adopted  by  fourteen  votes  against  four,  viz :  MM.  Gomez,  Mil- 
lingen,  Miihlig  and  Salvatori ;  M.  Monlau  declined  voting. 

Here  end  the  labors  of  the  commission,  with  regard  to  the  ori- 
gin, the  endemic  condition,  the  transraissibility  and  the  propaga- 
tion of  cholera,  and  the  historic  sketch  of  the  march  of  the 
epidemic  of  1805,  made  by  a  sub-committee,  of  which  Dr.  Barto- 
letti  was  the  Seci*etary,  before  being  presented  separately  to  the 
conference. 
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With  regard  to  the  different  questions  placed  upon  the  pro- 
gramme, it  is  to  be  said,  that  by  limiting  themselves  to  drawing 
from  facts  the  consequences  which  reasonably  flow  from  them,  the 
Commission  thinks  it  has  established  sure  foundations  which  will 
enable  the  conference  to  pronounce  understandingly  upon  all  ques- 
tions relating  to  prophylaxia. 

Signed  by  A.  Fadvel,  Sec'y- 

The  present  report,  having  been  discussed  and  adopted,  chapter 
by  chajiter,  was  approved  as  a  whole  by  all  the  members  of  the 
Commission. 

Constantinople,  May  21,  1866. 

Signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  Commission. 

The  above  abstract  gives,  in  a  condensed  form,  the  substance  of 
a  report  which  confirms  in  the  strongest  manner  all  that  this  and 
other  journals  in  this  country  and  abroad  have  maintained  with 
regard  to  the  communicability  of  cholera.  It  is  not  strange,  there- 
fore, that,  as  is  stated  by  the  French  press,  the  Conference  adopted 
the  following  propositions,  presented  by  the  French  delegates,  as 
we  learn  from  the  Medico- Ckirurgical  Review: 

"To  break  off"  all  communication — the  moment  cholera aj^peared 
among  the  pilgrims — between  the  Arab  ports  and  Egyptian  coast, 
leaving  the  land  route  followed  by  the  caravan  open  for  the  hadjis 
for  their  return  to  Egypt.  In  other  woi-ds,  the  pilgrims  would  be 
obliged  to  perform  quarantine,  either  in  the  Hedjaz  till  the  epi- 
demic ceased,  or  in  the  desert  in  the  caravan  route." — Boston  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Journal. 


Mode  of  distinguishing  between  Nervous  Idiopathic  Albuminuria  and 
the  Albuminuria  of  Diseased  Kidneys. — The  principle  upon  which  M. 
Corlieu  founds  the  test  by  which  he  distinguishes  between  these 
two  forms  is,  that  when  the  kidneys  are  healthy  the  urine  pos- 
sesses the  smell  of  the  odorous  substances  introduced  into  the 
system.  He  says  that  if  such  substances  as  cubebs,  turpentine, 
etc. ,  be  ingested,  they  will  give  their  characteristic  odor  to  the 
urine  in  cases  of  albuminuria,  provided  the  kidneys  be  healthy; 
T)ut  if  the  kidneys  be  diseased,  the  odor  of  these  substances  can 
not  be  detected,  even  though  they  have  been  previously  introduced 
into  the  system, — N.  Y.  Medical  Journal. 
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Febris  Nigra— "Black  Death." 

A  singular  and  apparently  hitherto  unknown  disease  has  recently 
made  its  appearance  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  cases  so  far  proving 
uniformly  and  rapidly  fatal.  The  first  case  occurred  on  the  19th 
of  March,  and  up  to  the  close  of  May  four  others  had  been  re- 
ported. The  subjects  attacked  were  young  persons,  and  appa- 
rently in  the  most  perfect  health,  and  the  duration  of  the  disease 
varied  from  eleven  to  seventy-two  hours.  The  essential  characters 
of  the  disease  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  comparisons 
drawn  by  Dr.  Lyons,  in  his  clinical  lectures,  between  it  and  those 
diseases  to  which  it  presents  the  most  marked  resemblances. — 
Technically  defined,  Dr.  Lyons  regards  the  disease  as  the  algid 
stage  of  an  essential  zymotic  febrile  condition,  the  nature  of  which 
is  as  yet  undetermined. 

Comparison  ivith  Yellow  Fever. — In  the  depression  of  the  circula- 
tion and  deep  livid  discoloration  present  in  both  diseases  will  be 
at  once  seen  a  resemblance  sufficiently  remarkable  between  the 
algid  form  of  yellow  fever  and  the  Irish  "black  death."  In  the 
clearness  of  the  intellect  and  the  undisturbed  state  of  the  faculties 
will  be  found  another  point  of  resemblance.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  the  absence  of  yellow  coloration  before  or  after  death  in  the 
conjunctivie  or  other  parts  in  the  cases  of  "black  death,"  and  in 
the  presence  of  hemorrhages  from  various  parts  of  the  mucous 
surfaces  in  yellow  fever,  as  well  as  the  striking  concomitant  of 
black  vomit,  must  be  noticed  very  essential  points  of  difference. 

Comparison  with  Cholera. — In  contrasting  the  phenomena  of  the 
malady  in  question  with  certain  of  those  presented  in  cholera.  Dr. 
Lyons  is  of  the  opinion  that  even  still  less  pathological  affinity  can 
be  traced  than  between  yellow  fever  and  black  death,  or  febris 
nigra,  which  may  form  no  inappropriate  designation  of  the  disease. 
In  the  cholera  sicca,  to  which  alone,  in  his  opinion,  the  Irish  black 
death  can  be  compared,  there  is,  it  is  true,  an  absence  of  vomiting 
and  purging,  and  so  far  a  similarity;  but  the  dry  cholera  is  attend- 
ed with  muscular  cramps  and  abdominal  pains,  and  the  discolora- 
tion of  the  surface  is  essentially  that  of  minute  venous  congestion 
and  not  that  of  cutaneous  transudation  of  blood,  and  after  death 
muscular  rigidity  is  extreme.  In  cholera,  likewise,  the  voice  is 
often  reduced  to  a  whisper,  the  eye  sunk,  the  nose  pinched,  the 
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hands  and  fingers  shrunken,  while,  with  the  absence  of  radial  pulse, 
some  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  cases  of  "  black  death"  exhib- 
ited not  only  full  possession  of  the  faculties,  but  perfect  voice  and 
distict  articulation. 

Comparison  with  Typhus. — On  reviewing  carefully  all  the  phe- 
nomena presented  by  the  cases  of  black  death  hitherto  observed. 
Dr.  Lyons  fails  to  find  any  support  for  the  opinion  which  would 
regard  them  as  any  form  of  typhus  fever.  The  insidiousness  of 
the  invasion  with  the  early  depression  of  the  circulating  system 
might  be  considered  to  establish  a  faint  resemblance;  but  in  the 
perfect  possession  of  the  faculties  and  distinctness  of  speech  re- 
tained to  within  a  short  time  of  the  fatal  issue  by  the  patients  in 
some  of  the  most  marked  cases  of  the  black  death,  will  be  found 
characters  which  point  to  an  essential  difference  from  the  typhus 
state,  in  which  stupor  is  a  leading  and  nece  ssary  feature.  Hence 
Dr.  Lyons  dismisses  the  idea  that  the  malady  in  question  is  to  be 
ranked  under  any  form  of  typhus,  or  that  it  has  any  true  patho- 
logical aflinity  to  any  phase  or  stage  of  that  morbid  state. 

Dr.  Lyons  is  disposed  to  look  at  the  meteorological  condition  of 
the  atmosphere  for  an  exjjlanation  of  the  occurrence  of  these  re- 
markable cases,  but  no  satisfactory  conclusion  is  yet  arrived  at 
concerning  them.  The  fatal  issue  was  rapid  to  a  degree  not  often 
equaled  in  the  most  severe  epidemics  on  record,  and  he  is  disposed 
to  conclude  that  the  occurrence  of  these  cases  of  such  unusual 
character  and  uniform  fatality  points  to  the  possible  visitation  of 
some  epidemic  of  appalling  severity  and  no  ordinary  character. — 
N.  Y.  Medical  Journal. 


Treatment  of  Acute  Pneumonia. 

In  a  clinical  lecture,  at  the  Mater  MisericordiiB  Hospital,  Dr. 
Hughes  gave,  as  his  opinion,  that  no  peculiar  or  specific  treatment 
is  applicable  to  all  cases  of  acute  pneumonia,  but  that  the  local 
inflammation  in  each  case  subsides  concurrently  with  the  fever. 
He  exemplifies  his  views  by  two  cases  in  point,  in  both  of  which 
the  local  mischief  was  pretty  much  the  same,  but  the  accompany- 
ing fever  was  very  different,  in  the  one  being  of  a  high  grade,  with 
pulse  130,  respiration  40,  and  tongue  foul,  white  furred  and  thickly 
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coated.    In  the  other  the  fever  was  of  a  lower  grade;  .pulse  80,  l 

small  and  weak;  respiration  30,   tongue  coated  with  a  white^  i 

hlankety  fur,  and  red  at  the  tip.    The  first  case  was  treated  with  | 

tartar  emetic,  the  second  with  moderate  stimulants,  local  counter-  ' 

irritation  being  applied  in  both  cases.    The  recovery  was  very  j 

rapid  in  both  instances.    The  medical  literature  of  the  day  abounds  i 

in  recommendations  from  various  authorities  as  to  the  treatment  j 

of  pneumonia,  each  succeeding  one  warning  his  readers  against  i 

the  mistakes  of  his  predecessors  and  urging  the  adoption  of  his  j 

special  plan.    Dr.  Hughes  sees  in  this  difference  of  opinion  a  j 

I)roof  that  if  we  are  desirous  of  obtaining  a  sure  guide  to  the  sue-  | 

cessful  treatment  of  pneumonia,  and  other  kindred  states  of  the  i 

system,  we  must  study  the  type  of  the  accompa,nying  fever  and  ! 

adapt  our  treatment  to  it,  instead  of  vainly  endeavoring  to  make  ' 
one  plan  of  treatment  fit  all  cases.    He  thinks  that  if  the  same 

plan  of  treatment  had  been  pursued  in  these  two  cases,  there  are  ! 
good  grounds  for  believing  that  the  results  would  not  have  been 
so  favorable  in  both. — N.  Y.  Medical  Journal. 


Local  Anaesthesia.  ; 

HY  W^LLIAM  R.  WHITEHEAD,  M.  D.  1 

The  attempt  to  substitute  local  for  general  ana'sthesia  in  exten-  ' 

sive  surgical  operations,  ofl"ers  the  attraction  of  novelty,  and  the  j 

inviting  advantage  of  avoiding  the  occasionally  fatal  accidents  i 

resulting  from  the  inhalation  of  chloroform.    The  attention  re-  i 

centl}^  accorded  to  the  efforts  of  Richardson,  of  London,  to  intro-  | 
duce  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  profession  local  antesthesia  by 
means  of  ether  spraj^,  will  sanction  a  review  of  the  relative  merits 

of  local  anfesthetics.  j 

From  the  most  remote  periods  attempts  have  been  made  to  pro-  j 

duce  local  insensibility  to  the  pain  of  surgical  operations.    Nar-  | 

cotics  were  topically  employed  by  the  ancients  with  discouraging  ; 

results.    During  the  last  century  compression  was  greatly  extolled ;  , 

but  the  constriction  of  a  limb  by  tight  cords  to  lessen  the  pain  of  \ 

an  amputation  was  as  inefficient  as  it  was  inconceivably  barbarous.  I 

Arnott,  in  England,  rendered  temporarily  popular  a  freezing  mix-  ^ 

tare  of  salt  and  ice.    I  have  seen  this  application  made  by  Vel-  ■ 
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peau,  for  the  avulsion  of  toe-nails;  and  the  pain  which  it  occa- 
sioned was  intense.  The  cold  produced  by  the  rapid  evaporation 
of  ether  induced  Guerard,  about  1854,  to  cause  to  be  constructed 
by  Mathieu,*  an  instrument  provided  with  a  small  syringe,  which 
should  pi'oject  ether  in  a  continuously  fine  jet  upon  any  part  where 
it  was  desired  to  lessen  or  abolish  sensibility.  Hardy,  of  Dublin, 
in  1853,  recommended  the  evaporation  of  chloroform  as  a  local 
anaesthetic. 

Follin  and  Leconte,  several  years  ago  (Bulletins  de  la  Society  de 
Chirurgie,)  instituted  a  series  of  experiments  to  produce  local 
anresthesia. 

By  projecting  a  jet  of  ether  on  the  skin,  they  produced  insensi- 
bility of  the  part  in  less  than  a  minute;  and  froze  water  in  a  small 
glass  tube  in  less  than  two  minutes.  Great  pain  attended  the 
application  of  the  freezing  mixture  of  salt  and  ice ;  and  they  fur- 
ther established  that  the  complete  anfesthetic  effects  which  they 
obtained  were  in  both  cases  due  entirely  to  the  congelation  of  the 
tissues.  The  success  of  these  exjjeriments  caused  ether  some- 
times to  be  used  locally  for  minor  operations,  when  the  incisions 
were  few,  and  involved  only  the  integument.  But  the  application 
of  ether  topically  has  unquestionably  been  greatly  facilitated  by 
the  use  of  spraj^  instruments;  and  if  Richardson  did  not,  a  few 
years  ago,  meet  with  encouraging  success  in  his  endeavor  to  joro- 
duce  local  anfesthesia  by  electricity,  his  adaptation  of  a  nebulizer 
to  the  use  of  ether,  though  only  an  improvement  on  the  method  of 
Guerard,  is  productive  of  results  that  may  retain  this  means  of 
local  antesthesia  among  the  recognized  remedial  agents  which  are 
exceptionally  useful.  In  some  of  the  recorded  cases  of  success, 
as  in  the  ovariotomy  case  of  Spencer  Wells,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  administer  chloroform  to  complete  the  operation ;  and  fur- 
thermore, the  experience  of  surgeons  has  not  been  confirmatory  of 
the  high  encomiums  lavished  on  ether  spray  in  surgical  operations 
of  magnitude.  I  have  recently  used  it  in  a  plastic  operation  on  a 
gentleman  of  this  city,  who  had  the  choice  of  ether  by  inhalation 
or  applied  locally ;  chemically  pure  ether  was  used  and  applied  by 
skillful  hands.  As  the  operation  was  performed  by  a  few  raj^id 
incisions,  and  my  object  was  only  to  materially  diminish  the  sensi- 
bility, congelation  of  the  tissues  was  not  produced. 


Arch.  G6n.  de  U6d.  Avril,  1860,  p.  499. 
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The  impossibility  of  performing  difficult  dissections  among 
frozen  tissues  must  necessarily  confine  within  restricted  limits  the 
indications  for  this  anaesthetic  method ;  and  it  will  be  difficult  to 
cause  surgeons  to  abandon  the  positive"  benefits  of  chloroform  for 
the  doubtful  advantages  of  local  anaesthesia  by  ether  spray.  Since 
the  effect  is  due  entirely  to  the  cold  produced,  I  would  prefer 
rhigolene  to  ether;  but  reserve  it  only  for  minor  operations.  There 
is  a  great  variety  of  spray-producing  instruments,  and  the  per- 
plexity in  the  choice  of  a  suitable  instrument  can  only  result  from 
a  failure  to  make  simplicity  the  requisite  quality  in  the  selection. 
Richardson's  or  Clark's  will  answer. 

In  almost  any  drug-store  can  be  found  a  little  instrument  called 
the  "scent  distributor,"  for  many  years  familiarly  known  to  the 
public,  and  used  for  perfuming  ajiartraents.  This  little  instrument 
is  the  simplest  variety  of  nebulizer,  and  consists  of  two  glass  tubes 
arranged  at  right  angles  to  each  other.  If  the  smaller  tube  should 
be  passed  through  a  cork  stopper  into  a  small  bottle  containing 
ether,  and  the  other  glass  tube  attached  to  a  rubber-pipe  connected 
with  two  hollow  rubber  balls  at  short  distances  from  each  other, 
one  used  for  compressing  air,  and  the  other,  which  is  nearest  the 
bottle,  as  an  air-reservoir,  we  shall  have  a  representation  of  Berg- 
son's  apparatus  modified  by  Clark. — Medical  Record. 


Case  of  Forcible  Tearing  Away  of  the  Uterus  of  a  woman  just 
Delivered. — The  following  case,  related  by  Dr.  Hoffmann,  is  a  mel- 
ancholy example  of  the  evil  resulting  from  the  lack  of  habitual 
practice  in  ordinary  midwifery,  and  the  concomitant  one  of  med- 
ical practitioners  being  called  in  almost  exclusively  to  difficult 
labors : — A  woman,  aged  thirty-nine,  was  in  her  ninth  labor,  under 
a  midwife  who  gave  a  powder,  soon  after  which  the  child  was 
expelled.  She  immediately  removed  the  placenta  by  drawing  on 
the  cord.  Strong  after-pains  followed,  and  the  midwife  felt  a 
fleshy  mass  in  the  vagina.  The  district  surgeon  found  the  patient 
pale,  cold,  and  almost  pulseless,  and  a  dark  red  fleshy  mass  pro- 
jecting from  the  vulva.  As  he  could  not  return  it,  he  took  it  for 
a  growth  or  fleshy  mole,  and  passed  his  hand  near  the  mass  and 
through  an  opening  which  he  took  for  the  os  uteri.    After  twenty 
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minutes'  manipulation,  be  directed  the  midwife  to  take  away  the 
mass.  Immediately  this  was  done  a  loop  of  intestines  appeared. 
The  mass  torn  away  was  the  uterus.  The  examination  of  the 
body  showed  that  the  lower  part  of  the  vulva,  together  with  the 
periniBum  as  far  as  the  anus,  was  torn  off,  and  no  trace  of  uterus, 
ovaries,  or  Fallopian  tubes  was  found.  —  VJhrschr.  f.  gericMlch.  Med. 
1865 — Southern  Journal  Medical  Sciences. 


We  have  already  reached  the  zenith  of  the  hot  f5eason,  and  thus  far  our  country 
has  been  fr«e,  or  almost  free  from  any  epidemic  disease.  In  New  York,  Brooklyn, 
Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  and  perhaps  some  other  cities,  cholera  is  reported  in 
sporadic  form,  with  as  yet  no  manifest  tendency  to  prevail  epidemically;  the  cases 
have  not  been  suflSciently  numerous  to  notably  increase  the  usual  death  rate,  and 
the  victims  are  from  the  lowest  classes.  The  various  theories  concerning  it,  it  is 
needless  to  say,  have  not  all  been  sustained  by  experience  and  observation  thus 
far,  and  we  may  perhaps  be  justified  in  concluding  that  the  circumstances  and 
facts  connected  with  its  outbreak,  throw  no  new  light  upon  its  mode  of  communi- 
cation or  causes,  but  rather  teach  us,  that  much  concerning  it  is  still  unknown. 
The  questions  concerning  the  value  of  quarantine,  and  its  ability  to  prevent  its 
spread  in  the  large  cities  are  being  answered;  many  conclusions  will  be  obtaina- 
ble from  passing  events,  and  some  of  us  must  conform  our  opinions  to  discovered 
truihs.  If  cholera  prevails  to  any  extent,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall  observe 
it  so  impartially  and  closely,  as  to  learn  if  possible  its  causes  and  modes  of  prop- 
agation, together  with  best  means  of  arrest,  prevention  and  cure. 

In  Buffalo  the  disease  has  not  yet  made  its  appearance  in  a  single  instance, 
though  the  public  are  expecting  it  so  confidently  that  every  case  of  diarrhoea,  if 
attended,  as  it  often  is,  with  vomiting,  is  feared  as  cholera,  to  the  great  disadvan- 
tage of  the  people  and  to  the  increased  labor  of  the  physician.  Diarrhoea  and 
cholera  morbus  have  been  much  more  prevalent  for  the  last  few  weeks,  previous 
to  which,  a  time  of  more  universal  good  health  was  never  enjoyed  in  Buffalo. 
We  are  often  asked,  have  you  seen  any  cholera?  the  manner  indicating  that  they 
think  if  we  have  not,  we  are  a  little  old  fashioned  and  might  have  seen  hundreds 
of  eases  if  we  had  only  had  our  eyes  open  to  see  them.  An  active  irregular,  has 
treated  "several  hundred  cases  successfully,"  and  "has  newones  daily;"  his  peculiar 
manner  of  treating  cholera  is  infallible,  ( ?)  "not  a  single  case  has  as  yet  proved 
fatal."  Neighborhoods  are  annoyed  and  frightened  by  the  frequent  announcement 
of  the  outbreak  of  cholera,  but  from  the  best  sources  of  information  it  is  certain 
that  not  a  single  true  case  has  yet  appeared.    It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  phy- 
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sicians  speak  this  fact  positively,  and  not  allow  families  to  think  they  have  been 
suffering  from  cholera,  when  in  truth  it  was  nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  chol- 
era morbus  which  is  always  common  at  this  season. 

There  is  an  idea  which,  in  most  of  the  discussions  of  cholera,  is  not  made  to 
appear;  the  analogy  it  bears  to  a  common  and  almost  universal  disease  of  the 
warm  season  in  all  countries,  cholera  morbus,  as  it  is  termed.  Almost  all  recent 
writers  go  upon  the  presumption  that  cholera  must  have  some  definite,  fixed, 
exclusive,  "peculiar  and  as  yet  undiscovered  cause,  which  is  in  operation  during 
its  prevalence,  and  which  when  carefully  studied,  may  possibly  be  demonstrated 
as  portable,  tangible,  controllable  and  preventable.  It  is  remarkable  how  nearly 
in  all  respects  cholpra  morbus  imitates  cholera,  and  how  the  severer  forms  of  it 
during  prevalence  of  cholera,  are  constantly  regarded  both  by  physicians  and  the 
public  as  cholera.  This  disease  springs  up  during  the  hot  season,  and  is  never 
wholly  absent  during  the  summer  months — springs  up  from  "common  causes,"  or 
certainly  arises  from  no  specific,  portable,  controllable  or  preventable  influence. 
During  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  cholera  morbus  is  lost — merged  in  that  disease, 
indicating  that  these  two  diseases  are  related  to  each  other,  and  that  what  is 
known  of  the  causes  of  the  milder  disease,  may  help  to  determine  also  the  causes 
of  the  more  aggravated  malady.  Now  it  would  appear  quite  reasonable  to  con- 
clude that  two  diseases  which  resemble  each  other  in  every  respect  so  closely,  are 
really  dependent  upon  a  common  cause,  the  one  disease  augmented  in  severity 
and  rendered  fatal  by  atmospheric  influences,  which,  though  not  discoverable,  are 
yet  present  and  potent  for  evil.  There  are  not  greater  differences  in  the  manifest- 
ations and  terminations  of  these  two  diseases  than  is  observed  in  the  eruptive 
fevers.  Scarlet  fever  in  its  mildest  form  is  harmless,  and  can  scarcely  be  called 
disease,  while  in  epidemic  form  it  is  often  fatal  as  the  cholera  or  plague;  still 
other  diseases  manifest  the  same  differences  in  malignancy  and  fatality  between 
sporadic  and  epidemic  forms.  After  all  this,  it  must  be  confessed  that  cholera  has 
features  of  its  own  which  distinguish  it  from  other  forms  of  disease  of  the  same 
general  class,  and  that  however  much  we  may  philosophize  upon  its  character  and 
relationships,  the  main  questions  concerning  it  remain  still  unsettled,  and  we 
must  return  to  first  principles  and  observe  the  circumstances  and  history  of  its 
appearance  and  progress,  before  determining  its  causes  and  modes  of  communica- 
tion. 

Cholera  is  reported  to  have  made  its  appearance  in  many  of  the  large  cities 
simultaneously,  and  we  have  heard  no  intimation  that  it  can  be  shown  with  reas- 
onable degree  of  probability  that  it  was  carried  in  any  way  from  one  place  to 
another — though  possibly  a  full  history  may  show  it  to  have  beeu  so.  It  was  devel- 
oped upon  the  appearance  of  the  warm  season,  and  as  yet  we  are  hapy  to  believe  man- 
ifests no  tendency  to  spread  by  contagion  or  otherwise.  In  New  York  it  has  had 
victims  only  with  the  neglected  foreign  population,  whose  habits  and  hygienic  con- 
ditions would  breed,  in  warm  weather,  cholera,  plague,  or  some  other  fatal  scourge 
by  a  fixed  law  of  nature — that  mammals  are  not  made  to  live  in  all  elements — to 
breathe  water,  air,  and  the  most  noxious  gases  conceivable,  and  continue  for  any 
great  length  of  time  in  healthy  condition. 
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We  have  from  the  first  endeavored  to  show  that  cholera  is  not  contagious,  and 
that  those  only  are  greatly  exposed  to  attack  who  are  intemperate  and  imprudent, 
whose  habits  and  manner  of  life  induce  the  disease.  If,  however,  this  faith  shall 
be  shown  unfounded  we  shall  cheerfully  abandon  it  and  take  refuge  in  any  better 
established  truth.  We  propose  to  avoid,  and  advise  others  to  avoid  positive  conclu- 
sions concerning  this  disease,  hoping  still  to  be  able  to  arrive  at  more  positive  knowl- 
edge; meanwhile  to  look  upon  the  most  cheerful  side  of  the  question  and  avoid  as 
far  as  possible  all  conclusions  which  if  adopted,  would  produce  injury  and  alarm. 

An  experienced  medical  friend,  whose  observation  extends  over  the  whole 
period  since  the  first  outbreak  of  cholera  in  this  country,  and  whose  judgment  and 
practical  ability  entitle  his  opinions  to  the  highest  respect,  assured  us  this  morn- 
ing that  the  first  appearance  of  cholera  marked  a  period  of  great  change  in  dis- 
eases of  all  forms,  that  pneumonia  was  never  afterwards  so  sthenic  in  its  type, 
pleurisy  was  less  acutely  inflammatory,  and  was  more  often  attended  by  a  low 
form  of  constitutional  fever.  That  inflammations^  were  not  so  active  in  their 
symptoms  and  progress,  and  that  the  prevailing  autumnal  and  typhoid  fevers  were 
of  a  much  lower  grade.  Without  advocating  any  change  of  type  theory,  with  the 
object  of  shielding  the  profession  from  charge  of  unnecessary  and  unjustifiable 
activity  in  treatment  during  the  age  of  depletion,  he  still  maintains  that  all  dis- 
ease has  been  modified  by  causes  which  are  not  understood,  and  is  not  since  the 
first  appearance  of  cholera  in  this  country,  so  active  and  inflammatory  as  it  was 
before  that  time ;  that  this  is  true  of  disease  in  districts  where  cholera  was  never 
prevalent,  in  the  rural  and  mountainous  regions,  that  everywhere  a  change  was 
obvious,  and  that  a  depressing  influence,  a  tendency  to  low  forms  of  disease  was 
manifest.  This  is  an  opinion  which  is  often  expressed  by  physicians  of  the  highest 
attainment,  whose  views  are  worthy  of  the  most  careful  consideration.  We  have 
stated  this  argument  not  to  adopt  or  oppose  it,  but  as  a  succinct  statement  of  the 
opinions  of  some  men  eminently  qualified  to  judge,  hoping  at  least,  it  may  be 
instructive  to  the  younger  members  of  the  profession  whose  opportunities  to  know 
of  the  opinions  and  practices  of  the  medical  fathers,  is  confined  to  history  alone. 
We  confess  to  a  sympathy  with  these  view  in  some  respects,  and  with  a  few  explan- 
ations, while  in  others  believe  these  physicians  like  the  young  sailor,  who  thought 
the  ship  stood  still,  and  that  the  land  was  moving.  We  are  willing  to  com- 
promise and  conclude  that  both  the  ship  and  land — the  knowledge  of  disease 
and  manner  of  treating  it— are  moving,  that  both  therapeutics  and  disease  have 
undergone  change.  Certainly  we  have  new  diseases  and  new  forms  of  the  same 
disease. 


Prof.  Wm.  Warren  Greene,  of  Pittsficld,  Mass.,  on  July  18th,  removed  a  bron- 
chocele  from  the  neck  of  a  lady  aged  44  years,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  largest 
ever  succes.sfully  operated  upon.    A  full  report  will  soon  be  made  of  the  case. 
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Clinical  Notes  on  Uterine  Surgery  with  special  reference  to  the  ^management  of 
the  Sterile  condition.  By  J.  Marion  Sims,  A.  B.,  iM.  D.,  etc.,  etc.  New  York: 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  61  Walker  street,  1866. 

Dr.  Sims  says,  "I  voluntarily  left  my  own  country  on  account  of  its  political 
troubles.  Our  unfortunate  civil  war  continued  much  longer  than  any  of  us, 
North  or  South,  anticipated.  In  consequence  of  this  my  residence  abroad  was 
prolonged  far  beyond  my  original  intention."  It  is  not  very  apparent  why  our 
political  troubles  should  greatly  influence  a  physician  to  leave  his  own  country, 
or  remain  longer  abroad  than  otherwise  agreeable,  but  during  this  absence  our 
author  has  "had  time  to  look  over  his  note  books,  and  to  cull  such  facts  as  illus- 
trate the  method  of  treating  Uterine  Diseases  at  the  Woman's  Hospital."  He 
says,  very  modestly,  "I  wish  most  sincerely  that  I  could  have  produced  some- 
thing more  v^'orthy  of  the  position  so  long  held  by  me  in  that  noble  charity;  for 
to  this  I  owe  all  that  I  know  practically  of  the  subjects  herein  treated." 

The  followtng  conditions  the  author  regards  as  essential  to  conception,  and 
treats  the  subjects  under  the  following  general  heads: 

1 —  It  occurs  only  during  menstrual  life. 

2 —  Menstruation  should  be  such  as  to  show  a  healthy  state  of  the  uterine  cavity. 

3 —  The  OS  and  cervix  uteri  should  be  sufiSciently  open  to  permit  the  free  exit  of 
the  menstrual  flow,  and  also  to  admit  the  ingress  of  the  spermatozoa. 

4 —  The  cervix  should  be  of  proper  size,  form,  shape  and  density. 

5 —  The  uterus  should  be  in  a  normal  position;  i.  e.,  neither  ante-verted,  nor 
vetro-verted  to  any  great  degree. 

6 —  The  vagina  should  be  capable  of  receiving  and  retaining  the  spermatic  fluid. 

7 —  Semen,  with  living  spermatozoa,  should  be  deposited  in  the  vagina  at  the 
proper  time 

8 —  The  secretions  of  the  cervix  and  vagina,  should  not  poison  or  kill  the  sper- 
matozoa. 

Under  the  first  head  our  author  simply  tells  us  that  the  te.xt  is  so  self-evident 
that  it  might  be  passed  without  further  notice,  and  then  relates  several  cases  of 
mistakes  as  to  pregnancy,  by  both  physician  and  patient — of  pregnancy  in  early 
and  advanced  life,  and  closes  with  the  assurance  that  some  of  the  best  men  in  the 
profession  make  most  ludicrous  mistakes,  and  that  sensible,  educated  ladies  some- 
times believe  themselves  pregnant  and  are  mistaken,  are  especially  apt  to  be 
deceived  in  this  way  about  the  turning  period  of  life. 

Under  the  second  head  he  shows  that  menstruation  should  be  such  as  to  indicate 
a  healthy  condition  of  the  uterine  cavity,  and  speaks  of  scanty  menstruation,  pro- 
fuse menstruation,  monorrhagia  from  granular  erosion,  from  tibrous  engorgement 
of  the  cervix,  fungoid  granulations,  fibrous  tumors  and  uterine  polypi.  He  give.s 
the  proper  mode  of  treatment,  and  speaksof  sponge  and  sea-tangle  tents,  glycerine, 
uterine  probes,  etc.,  etc.  Upon  the  use  of  glycerine  in  uterine  surgery  he  says: 
"The  elToct  of  glycerine  thus  used  is  very  remarkable.  It  has  great  aflinity  for 
water.    A  bit  of  cotton  'saturated  with  glycerine,  and  exposed  to  the  air,  will 
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ratain  moisture  for  weeks.  When  applied  to  the  neck  of  the  womb,  as  above 
directed,  it  seems  to  ?et  up  a  capillary  drainage  by  osmosis,  producing  a  copious 
watery  discharge,  depleting  the  tissues  with  which  it  lies  in  contact,  and  giving 
them  a  dry,  clean  and  healthy  appearance.  When  such  a  dressing  is  applied  to  a 
pyogenic  surface  on  the  cervix  uteri,  for  a  few  hours  and  then  removed,  the  cut  or 
sore  will  be  as  clear  of  pus  as  if  it  were  just  washed  and  wiped  dry."' 

Section  third  is  a  consideration  of  the  normal  and  abnormal  conditions  and  rela- 
tions of  the  uterus  and  os  tincae.  In  section  fourth  is  described  the  various  abnor- 
mal conditions  of  the  cervix  uteri,  with  some  illustrations,  and  the  method  of 
amputating.  Section  sixth,  is  devoted  to  the  various  versions  and  their  influence 
upon  steriliiy.  Section  seventh,  to  the  vaginal  imperfections,  the  nature  and  prop- 
erties of  semen,  spermatozoa,  artificial  fertilization,  period  for  conception,  etc. 
The  last  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  vaginal  secretions,  vaginitis,  leucorrhcea,  vaginal 
injections,  etc.,  etc. 

There  are  a  great  many  points  upon  which  we  should  be  glad  to  quote  our 
author  did  space  permit.  He  has  given  a  very  full  and  illustrated  account  of 
tumors  of  the  uterus  of  all  forms;,  and  the  best  means  of  removing  them;  al.so  we 
notice  a  valuable  chapter  upon  the  means  of  dilating  the  os  uteri.  He  has  made 
some  very  sensible  remarks  upon  the  use  of  the  uterotome,  and  though  he  some- 
times uses  cutting  instruments,  he  still  appears  to  be  quite  familiar  with  the  fact 
that  incisions  made  with  the  view  to  enlarge  the  os  uteri,  are  often  "quite  unsatis- 
factorjf — heal  over  quickly  and  often  only  increase,  rather  than  relieve  the  condi- 
tion of  contraction.  We  have  a  word  to  say  upon  this  operation  of  enlarging  the  os 
uteri  by' incision,  but  must  defer  it  and  a  further  consideration  of  Dr.  Sim's  book 
until  some  future  time,  merely  remarking  that  every  one  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  uterine  surgery,  will  be  deeply  interested  in  its  perusal. 


Recent  advances  in  Ophthalmic  Science;  the  Boylston  Prize  Essay  for  1865.  By 
Henry  VV.  Williams,  M.  D.,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  the  City  Hospital,  Boston; 
University  Lecturer  on  Ophthalmic  Surgery  in  Harvard  University;  member  of 
the  American  Ophthalmic  Society,  etc.,  etc.    Boston:  Ticknor  &  Fields,  1866. 

This  essay  embraces  a  great  variety  of  topics,  and  exceeds  the  limits  of  an  essay 
in  so  much  as  to  almost  constitute  a  complete  treatise  upon  the  Diseases  of  the 
Eye,  the  manner  of  detecting  them,  and  the  best  mode  of  cure.  The  ophthalmo- 
scope and  its  revelations,  and  revolutions,  constitutes  an  important  part  of  the 
work.  A  careful  perusal  will  show  how  nearly  all  that  we  now  regard  as  knowl- 
edge in  ophthalmic  science  is  embodied  in  the  recent  advances,  made  in  this 
department,  and  indicate  the  immense  advance  which  the  introduction  of  the 
ophthalmoscope  has  made  in  ophthalmology.  This  essay  by  Dr.  Williams  is  a 
compendium  of  what  is  known  of  many  of  the  diseases  and  accidents  of  the  eye, 
and  their  treatment,  and  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  its  favor.  It  describes  the 
manner  of  using  the  ophthalmoscope,  tells  what  may  be  known  by  its  aid,  and 
how  discovered  changes  may  best  be  rectified  or  palliated.  Physicians  having 
any  interest  in  the  diseases  and  deformities  of  the  visual  organs  cannot  fail  to  be 
deeply  interested  in  the  perusal  of  this  little  volume. 
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Of  the  Mechanical  Treatment  of  Chronic  Inflammation  of  the  Joints  of  the  Lower 
Extremities,  with  the  description  of  some  new  Apparatuses  for  producing  Exten- 
sion and  Counter-extension  at  the  Knee  and  Ankle  Joints.  By  L.  A.  Sayre, 
M.  D..  Surgeon  Bellevue  Hospital,  Professor  of  Orthopaedic  Surgery,  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College,  etc.,  etc.  Extracted  from  the  Transactions  of  the 
American  Medical  Association.  Philadelphia:  For  sale  at  Wm.  Wood  &  Son, 
and  Bailliere  Bros.,  New  York.    Price  $1.00;  1865. 

The  object  of  this  monograph  is  to  bring  before  the  profession  the  utility  of 
mechanical  appliances  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  inflammation  of  joints  of  the 
lower  extremities,  with  a  description  of  some  apparatuses  for  extension  and 
counter-extension,  invented  by  the  writer.  The  instruments  are  ingeniously  con- 
trived and  are  eminently  adapted  for  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  for  which  they 
ara  recommended.  It  has  repeatedly  been  demonstrated  that  the  beneficial  results 
of  mechanical  appliances  were  greatly  deprived  of  their  advantage  arising  from  the 
necessary  confinement  of  the  patient,  but  with  the  introduction  of  splints  allowing 
them  out-door  exercise,  orthopaedic  surgery  has  achieved  a  great  success.  Dr. 
Sayre,  as  an  orthopaedic  surgeon,  has  been  prominently  instrumental  in  bringing 
before  the  notice  of  the  profession  this  new  method  of  treatment  of  chronic  dis- 
eases of  the  joints,  and  we  would  especially  invite  their  attention  to  his  improved 
knee  and  ankle  supporters. 

Asiatic  Cholera.  By  F.  A.  Burrall.  M.  D.  New  York:  William  Wood  &  Co.,  61 
Walker  street,  1866. 

The  book  of  Dr.  Burrall  contains  a  great  deal  of  valuable  information,  and  will 
prove  very  interesting  and  instructive.  The  author  considers  the  methods  of 
propogation  as  four  in  number. 

1st — Moist  excreta  on  clothes  and  bedding  of  infected  persons  maybe  carried  by 
the  vapor  of  water  and  enter  the  nostrils  and  mouth  and  be  swallowed. 

2d — Dry  excreta  on  infected  clothing  may  be  wafted  a  short  distance  by  the  air 
when  the  clothing  is  moved  or  unfolded. 

3d — Nurses  and  those  who  attend  the  sick  may  introduce  the  poison  into  their 
system  by  not  washing  their  hands  before  taking  food. 

4th — Utensils  used  by  the  sick  and  not  properly  cleaned  may  also  contain  the 
germ  of  the  disease. 


Asiatic  Cholera;  its  Origin  and  Spread  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Europe,  introduction 
into  America  through  Canada;  Remote  and  Proximate  Causes,  Symptoms  and 
Pathology,  and  the  various  Modes  of  Treatment  analyzed.  By  R.  Nelson,  M.  D., 
Health  Commissioner  during  the  first  two  invasions,  1832,  1834;  President  of 
the  Medical  Board  for  the  District  of  Montreal.  New  York:  Wm.  A.  Townsend, 
publisher,  434  Broome  street,  1866. 

Seldom  has  the  progress  of  a  malady  been  watched  so  eagerly  and  elicited  so 
much  discussion  as  the  scourge  which  has  already  appeared  in  some  of  our  larger 
cities.  Numerous  as  are  the  contributions  describing  the  progress,  treatment  and 
contagiousne.ss  of  Asiatic  cholera,  the  profession  remains  as  divided  in  their  opin- 
ion as  ever. 

Dr.  Nelson's  monograph  furnishes  us  with  many  interesting  facts  relating  to  the 
spread  of  cholera  in  the  east,  and  its  propagation  on  this  continent.    His  connec- 


BDITORIAL. 


89 


tion  with  the  Medical  Board  of  Health  in  1832  and  1834,  placed  him  in  a  meet 
favorable  position  for  observation,  and  being  a  carefnl  observer  his  conclusions 
will  !i  erit  the  attention  of  the  profession. 


Biographical  Sketches  of  Distinguished  Living  New  York  Surgeons.  By  Samuel 
W.  Francis,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine. 
Reprinted  from  the  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter.  New  York: 
Published  by  John  Bradburn,  1806. 

Although  we  are  not  disposed  to  wholly  approve  of  the  parading  of  the  accom- 
plishments and  achievements  of  active  living  members  of  the  profession,  still  the 
perusal  of  these  sketches  will  prove  interesting  to  many  of  the  profession.  The 
memoirs  are  those  of  worthy  aod  eminent  men,  and  written  in  an  easy  and  elegant 
style. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 


On  Spermatorrhoea;  its  Causes,  Symptomatology,  Pathology,  Prognosis,  Diagno- 
sis, and  Treatment.  By  Roberts  Bartholow,  A.  M.,  M.  1).,  Professor  of  Physics 
and  Medical  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio;  Lecturer  on  Clinical 
Medicine,  and  Physician  to  St.  .John's  Hospital.  Cincinnati,  Assistant  Surgeon 
U.  S.  Army,  etc.,  etc.    New  Y'ork:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  51  Walker  street,  1866. 

The  Medical  Register  of  the  City  of  New  Y'ork,  for  the  year  commencing  June  1, 
1866;  published  under  the  supervision  of  the  "New  York  Medico-Historical 
Society."  Guido  Furman,  editor.  For  sale  by  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  61  Walker 
street. 

The  Key  to  General  Practical  Ventilation  found;  the  ready  means,  awaiting  a 
proper  use,  exemplified  through  this  study,  and  the  production  of  the  "Im- 
pinged Draught."— "  Wind-Guard."  A  Chimney-top  aud  Ventilator,  in  cast 
iron  and  wrought  metal,  as  required. 

Twenty-first  Annual  Announcement  of  the  Ohio  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  Col- 
lege street,  Cincinnati,  O.    Second  edition. 


The  following  Journals  are  regularly  received  in  exchange: — London  Lancet — 
Editors,  J.  H.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  T.  Wakely,  jr.,  M.  R.  C.  S.  E. ;  Braithwaite's  Ret^ 
rnspect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Surgery.  New  York:  W.  A.  Townsend,  434 
Broome  street;  The  Ophthalmic  Review,  edited  by  J.  Z.  Lawrence  and  Thomas 
Winslow,  London;  Canada  Medical  Journal,  edited  by  G.  E.  Fenwick,  M.  D.  and 
F.  W.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  L.  R.  C.  P.  L. ;  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Scien- 
ces, edited  by  Isaac  Hays,  M.  D. ;  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited 
by  Samuel  L.  Abbott,  M.  D.  and  James  C.  White,  M.  D. ;  The  American  Journal 
of  Insanity,  edited  by  the  officers  of  the  New  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum;  The 
New  York  Medical  Journal;  The  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  edited  by 
Edward  B.  Stevens,  M.  D.  and  John  A.  Murphy,  M.  D. ;  The  St.  Louis  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  edited  by  M.  L.  Linton,  M.  D.  and  Frank  W.  White,  M.  D. ; 
The  Modicai;Record;  The  Chicago  Medical  Journal:  The  Chicago  Medical  Exam- 
iner, edited  by  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D. ;  The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  edited  by 
S.  W.  Butler,  M.  D. ;  The  Cincinnati  Journal  of  Medicine,  edited  by  George  C. 
Blackman,  M.  D.,  Theophilus  Parvin,  M.  D.  and  Roberts  Bartholow,  M.  D. ;  The 
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Richmond  Medical  Journal,  edited  by  E.  S.  Gaillard,  M.  D.  and  W.  S.  McChesney, 
M.  D. ;  The  Savannah  Journal  of  Medicine,  edited  by  Juria  Harris,  M.  D.,  J.  B. 
Read,  M.  D.  and  J.  G.  Thomas,  M.  D. ;  The  Medical  Reporter,  edited  by  J.  S.  B. 
Alleyne,  M.  D.  and  O.  F.  Potter,  M  D. ;  The  Detroit  Roricw  of  Medicine  and 
Pharmacy,  edited  by  George  T.  Andrews,  M.  D.,  S.  T.  Duffleld,  M.  D.  and  E.  W. 
Jenks,  M.  D. ;  Atlantic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited  by  J.  G.  Westmore- 
land, M.  D. ;  The  Medical  and  Surgical  Monthly,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  edited  by  Frank 
A.  Ramsay,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  Saunders,  M.  D.,  E.  Mills  Willett,  M.  D.  and  William 
H.  White,  M.  D. ;  Southern  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  edited  by  E,  D.  Turner, 
M.  D.,  D.  Warren  Brickell,  M.  D.  and  C.  Beard,  M.  D.,  The  Pacific  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  end  Press,  edited  by  Henry  Gibbons,  M.  D. ;  The  Galveston 
Medical  Journal,  edited  by  Greenvill  Dowell,  M.  D. ;  The  New  Orleans  Medical 
Record,  a  semi-monthly  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciancos,  edited  by  Bennett  Dew- 
ier, M.  D.  and  S.  R.  Chambers,  M,  D. ;  The  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  edited 
by  William  Proctor,  jr.;  Medical  News  and  Library,  by  Henry  C.  Lea,  Philadel- 
phia; The  Druggist's  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette;  The  Journal  of  Materia 
Medica,  by  Joseph  Bates,  M.  D.  and  H.  A.  Tilden;  The  Dental  Cosmos,  edited  by 
J.  H.  McQuillen,  D.  D.  S.  and  George  J.  Zeigler,  M.  D. ;  The  Atlantic  Monthly, 
published  by  Ticknor,  Fields  &  Co.,  Boston;  Godey's  Lady's  Book,  published  by 
Louis  A.  Godey,  Philadelphia;  The  Herald  of  Health;  Eclectic  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal,  Philadelphia;  Dental  Times,  Philadelphia;  Eclectic  Medical  Jour- 
nal, Cincinnati;  American  Eclectic  Medical  Review,  New  York;  Eclectic  Medical 
Journal,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


The  New  Sydenham  Society. 

The  Council  of  the  New  Sydenham  Society  begs  to  ask  the  attention  of  those 
who  have  not  yet  joined  it  to  the  special  advantages  which  the  current  year  offers 
to  new  members.  With  this  year  il  may  almost  he  considered  that  a  new  series  of 
works  will  be  commenced.  The  "Atlas  of  Skin  Diseases"  furnishes  the  only 
exception  to  this  statement,  and  of  this  the  former  Fasciculi  may  be  purchased 
without  subscribing  for  the  other  works.  The  "Yearbook"  has  been  wholly 
altered  in  plau  and  will  be  replaced  by  a  volume  of  "Biennial  Retrospects,"  the 
first  of  which  will  appear  early  in  1867.  The  Council  has  the  pleasure  to  announce 
that  these  "Retrospects"  will  have  the  advantage  of  editorship  as  follows: 

Medicine,  Dr.  Murchison;  Surgery,  (general,)  Mr.  T.  Holmes;  Ophthalmic 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  Mr.  T.  Windsor;  Midwifery,  Dr.  Barnes;  Forensic  Medi- 
cine, Toxicology  and  Hygiene,  Dr.  Hilton  Fagge;  Physiology,  Mr.  H.  Power. 

The  following  are  among  the  Works  which  are  now  in  preparation: 

Griesenger's  Manual  of  Mental  Diseases,  translated  by  Dr.  Lockhart  Robertson. 

Bernutz  and  Goupil  on  some  of  the  Diseases  of  Women,  edited  by  Dr.  Meadows. 

Hebra  on  Exanthems  and  diseases  of  the  Skin,  translated  by  Dr.  Hilton  Fagge, 

Vbgel  on  Diseases  of  the  Kidney. 
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Original  Communications. 

AET.  I.  —  On  the  Protoxyde  of  Azote  as  an  Anaesthetic  agent.    By  M. 
Preterre.    Translated  from  the  French.  .  By  C.  C.  F.  Gat,  M.  D. 

M.  Ricord  presented  to  the  Society  June  30th,  1866,  in  the  name 
of  M.  Preterre,  dentist,  a  brochure  upon  the  employment  of  the 
protoxyde  of  azote  as  an  anjesthetic  agent,  with  the  instrument 
designed  for  the  inhalation  of  the  gas.  Desirous  of  being  assured 
for  ourselves  of  the  value  of  a  discovery  that  was  thought  to  be 
destined  to  great  future  usefulness,  says  M.  Preterre,  we  have  con- 
structed an  apparatus,  described  below,  and  we  have  undertaken  a 
great  number  of  experiments,  the  success  of  which  have  justified 
our  expectations .  We  have  constantly  obtained,  with  the  greatest 
rapidity,  complete  anaesthesia  and  of  short  duration.  Quite  re- 
cently we  have  extracted  six  teeth  or  roots,  for  a  young  lady 
exti'emely  nervous,  the  operation  was  performed  without  pain,  so 
that  on  waking  the  patient  requested  us  to  commence  qiii'''kly. 
As  all  the  obsei'vations  we  could  report  are  similar,  we  confine 
ourselves  within  the  limits  of  the  description  of  that  which  passes 
when  one  submits  an  individual  to  the  inhalation  of  the  protoxyde 
of  azote,  with  the  aim  of  practicing  an  operation. 

Anaesthesia  is  produced  after  one  or  two  minutes  of  inspiration. 
Its  duration,  in  general,  is  30  to  50  seconds,  which  is  sufficient 
time  in  order  to  practice  a  small  operation,  (ingrowing  nail,  es- 
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tmcting  tootli,  opening  an  abscess,  etc.)  In  prolonging  the  inspi- 
]-ation  of  the  gas  we  liave  obtained  at  one  time  three  minntes  of 
anivistliesia,  but  we  have  not  tried  to  go  beyond  this.  That  which 
characterizes  ana'sthesia  determined  by  the  protoxyde  of  azote  is 
the  rapidity  witli  which  it  is  produced,  and  its  short  duration. 
We  liave  quite  recently  put  asleep  a  young  man,  extracted  three 
molar  teeth,  and  when  he  had  awakened  the  time  consumed  was 
130  seconds. 

We  wish  not  here  to  enter  into  tlic  consideration  of  the  mode  of 
action  of  the  protoxyde  of  azote.  Wc  onl3'  say  it  appears  to  us 
that  the  au;esthesia  it  produces  is  obtained  so  quickly  that  it  has 
not  the  power  to  produce  asphyxia  as  chloroform  has.  It  appears 
to  us  probable  that  it  produces  upon  the  nervous  system  a  special 
action,  comparable  to  that  of  morphine  and  the  other  narcotics. 
We  are  convinced  that  the  protoxyde  of  azote  is  an  agent  so  use- 
ful as  to  be  adopted  very  soon  in  France  for  minor  surgical 
operations. 

One  hesitates  often,  and  with  reason,  to  submit  a  patient  to  the 
action  of  ether  or  chloroform  for  a  minor  operation,  such  as  in- 
growing toe-nails,  opening  abscess,  etc. ,  for  one  knows  that  auivs- 
thesia,  produced  by  tliese  substances,  has  often  been  followed  by 
(k'atli.  The  protoxyde  of  azote,  on  the  contrary,  presents,  when 
it  is  emplo3-ed  perfectlj'  pure,  no  danger.  From  the  time  it  com- 
menced to  be  studied,  imtil  now,  that  is  to  say,  a  period  of  six 
years,  thousands  of  individuals  have  respired  it  without  inconven- 
ience. We  have  respired  it  several  times  withont  being  at  all 
incommoded;  it  has  been  the  same  with  all  those  persons  to  whom 
we  have  administered  it. 

In  a  single  case  we  have  seen,  after  an  operation,  an  individual, 
prone  to  passing  hallucination,  wishing  to  escape  from  our  hands, 
but  that  eti'ect,  2:)roduced  so  often,  when  one  takes  certain  narcotic 
substances,  such  as  stramonium  or  apoc3'num,  is  promptly'  dissi- 
pated. Protoxyde  of  azote,  therefore,  ajopears  to  us  an  an;x,'Sthetic 
agent  extremely  precious.  Without  doubt  it  cannot  be  substituted 
completely  for  ether  and  chloroform,  but  ever}'  day  the  practi- 
tioner will  give  preference  to  it  in  operations  of  short  duration. 

Here  follows  the  description  of  the  apparatus  for  administering 
the  gas,  which  the  translator  omits. 
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The  author  passing  successively  in  review  the  different  processes 
of  aiiiesthesia  in  use  until  now,  in  order  to  abolish  pain,  showed 
that  all  presented  inconveniences  more  or  less  serious.  Those 
empl03'ed  to  produce  general  anoesthesia  were  dangerous,  and 
those  in  use  for  obtaining  local  anivsthesia  inefficacious,  while  the 
protoxyde  of  azote  does  not  produce  tbe  same  inconveniences,  and 
he  lays  down  as  a  resume  of  his  labors  the  following  conclusions: 

1st. — Protoxj^de  of  azote  adds  to  the  property  of  producing 
sleep  very  rapidly,  anitsthesia  of  short  duration. 

2d. — When  the  gas  is  employed  perfectl3-  pure,  it  may  be  respired 
without  danger,  and  never  producing  accident. 

3d. — For  all  operations  of  short  duration  one  must  give  to  it 
preference  to  all  known  ana'sthctic  agents. 


ART.  II.  —  Ovariotomy — Removal  of  a  Mult  Hoc  idar  Ovarian  Tumor, 
tceighing  iiineleen  and  a  half  pounds,  with  fatal  results.    Bv  J.  F. 

IVIlXlER,  M.  D. 

In  estimating  tlie  propriety  of  an  operation,  as  well  as  in  select- 
ing the  most  safe  and  desirable  manner  of  making  it,  reports  of 
unfavorable  cases  are  of  no  less  value  than  successful  ones,  and  in 
some  respects  there  are  more  cogent  reasons  for  publishing  unfa- 
vorable than  successful  operations. 

Ovariotomy  has  not  yet  attained  to  such  an  established  acknowl- 
edgment that  its  proprietj^  is  not  t^uestioned ;  and  the  only  way  its 
merits  can  be  fully  tested  is  by  imj^artial  histor}'.  It  would  seem 
that  its  achievements  were  already  sufScient  to  convince  the  most 
obstinate  of  its  value,  but  this  is  not  whollj^  true  until  surgeons 
unanimously  come  to  regard  it  as  desirable  under  favorable  circum- 
stances, and  recommend  it  unconditionally  as  a  procedure  offering 
reasonable  chances  of  success — recommend  it  with  hope  und  confi- 
dence. That  it  is  unattended  bj-  great  risk  and  danger,  even  in 
the  best  cases,  is  not  claimed,  but  tliat  its  general  results  fully  estab- 
lish its  benefits,  and  that  it  offers  the  onty  grounds  of  hope.  The 
exact  ratio  of  mortalit}'  is  not  yet  established,  cannot  be  deter- 
mined at  present;  and  will  doubtless  always  be  found  to  vary  with 
the  widely  varying  circumstances  attending  the  disease,  and  the 
manner  and  time  of  its  removal. 
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The  following  case  is  interesting  in  all  respects,  and  is  reported 
iu  detail,  with  the  view  that  one  faithfully  reported  case  terminat- 
ing fatally,  is  more  instructive  and  of  greater  value  in  determining 
unsettled  points  than  one  which  has  recovered : 

July  10,  1866,  Miss  Sexsmith,  aged  32,  presented  herself  for 
operation,  and  gave  the  following  history:  Was  in  good  health 
until  about  two  years  since,  when  the  right  side  commenced  to 
enlarge,  became  tender,  and  at  times  painful,  and  these  symptoms 
have  gradually  increased  in  severity  and  importance  until  the 
present  time.  Menstruation  has  been  regular  and  natural,  and  the 
general  health  pretty  good,  with  the  exception  of  the  pain  and 
inconvenience  connected  with  the  growth  of  the  abdomen. 

Upon  examination  the  abdomen  was  found  distended  to  its  full 
capacity,  the  tumor  somewhat  irregular,  laying  more  to  the  right 
side  than  otherwise,  hard,  unyielding,  and  apparently  attached  so 
as  to  admit  of  very  little  if  any  movement  of  the  abdominal  walls 
upon  the  growth.  She  had  never  been  tapped,  and  the  diagnosis 
appeared  so  satisfactory  without  exploratory  measures  of  this  sort, 
that  this  means  of  determining  its  character  was  neglected. — 
Future  developments  proved  how  little  value  and  how  liable  to 
deceive  such  a  measure  would  have  proved,  the  thick  contents  of 
the  sacs  not  readily  passing  through  a  canula  of  one-  half  inch 
diameter. 

The  patient  fully  anaesthetized,  the  following  operation  was  made  in 
presence  of  and  assisted  by  a  large  number  of  professional  friends : 
Incision  was  made  about  three  inches  in  extent  down  upon  the 
tumor;  very  little  fluid  was  contained  in  abdominal  cavity  outside 
the  cysts.  The  hand  was  carefullj'^  introduced  and  the  tumor 
found  attached  throughout  its  whole  anterior  surface  to  the  perito- 
neum, by  apparently  recent  attachments  which  were  readily  and 
easily  broken.  Trocar  and  canula  was  now  introduced  with  the 
view  to  lessen  the  tumor  and  allow  its  extirpation  through  as  small 
an  opening  as  possible,  in  the  abdominal  walls.  A  large  ovarian 
trocar  was  introduced  and  through  the  canula,  after  considerable 
time,  oozed  the  thick,  yellow,  soap-like  fluid,  which  comprised  the 
contents  of  the  two  principal  sacs  opened.  By  this  means  the 
tumor  was  reduced  to  a  mass  weighing  about  five  pounds,  and 
elevated  from  its  bed  through  an  incision  not  over  three  inches  in 
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extent;  care  was  taken  that  neither  blood  or  the  contents  of  the 
cysts  should  flow  into  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  pedicle  was 
found  small,  and  was  ligated  by  a  single  silk  cord  and  the  extrem- 
ities were  then  passed  through  the  vaginal  septum,  as  proposed  in 
a  report  of  a  successful  case,  published  in  the  July  number,  where 
the  vessels  of  the  cord  were  tied  separately  and  the  ligatures  cut 
closely.  It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  this  procedure  though 
adopted  in  a  case  which  did  not  recover,  still  appeared  to  work 
favorably,  and  nothing  can  be  urged  against  it  upon  the  ground  of 
failure,  as  it  could  have  had  no  unfavorable  infldence. 

The  pedicle  was  returned  after  its  ligation,  and  division  with  the 
eccraseur  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  the  wound  brought 
together  with  silver  sutures  introduced  deeply,  so  as  to  inclose  the 
edges  of  the  ijeritoneum;  water  dressings,  compress  and  bandage 
applied,  and  one-half  grain  morphine  given  subcutaneously. 

The  patient  soon  roused  from  the  influence  of  the  ether  and 
appeared  as  well  as  if  no  operation  had  been  made. 

July  11th. — This  morning  appears  quite  cheerful,  has  had  a  very 
good  night ;  vomited  the  evening  after  the  operation,  but  not  since. 
Pulse  84,  and  normal,  good  relish  for  food.  Urine  drawn  with 
catheter.    Evening;  pulse  88,  otherwise  no  change. 

July  12th. — Pulse  96  per  minute;  no  pain;  some  thirst;  urinates 
naturally.  Directed  to  take  one-half  teaspoonful  of  tine,  opium 
every  six  hours  if  in  pain. 

July  13th. — Pulse  96  per  minute;  urinates  freely;  has  some  rel- 
ish for  food  and  less  thirst ;  some  pain  in  the  lower  abdomen  and 
tympanitis.    Continued  opium,  food,  and  general  support. 

July  14th. — Skin  cool;  vomits  occasionally,  and  complains  of 
prostration.  Evening;  pulse  120,  bowels  tender  and  tympanitic; 
thirst,  but  no  chill,  no  nausea  since  morning;  bowels  moved  freely, 
and  urine  passed  naturally. 

July  15th. — Pulse  108,  slept  well,  no  nausea,  no  chill,  urinates 
naturally,  desires  some  food,  complains  of  pain  and  soreness  in 
the  abdomen;  sufficient  morphine  administered  to  relieve  all  pain, 
requiring  about  one-half  grain  every  four  hours. 

July  16th. — Has  taken  one-half  grain  morphine  every  four  hours, 
but  still  suffered  pain  in  the  abdomen ;  pulse  96 ;  bowels  more  dis- 
tended and  painful;  otherwise  unchanged. 
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July  l7th. — Pulse  96  per  minute,  tongue  clean,  abdomen  dis- 
tended and  tender;  no  nausea  or  vomiting. 

July  18tb. — Pulse  108  per  minute  and  losing  in  force;  abdomen 
fully  distended,  painful  and  tender;  low  delirium,  with  the  com- 
l)laint  of  seeing  herself  another;  urinates  naturally;  complains  of 
but  little  pain;  continues  one-half  grain  morphine  ever}'  four  hours 
and  general  support. 

Jul}'  19th. — Pulse  108;  tongue  dry;  slept  last  night  for  the  most 
time;  takes  a  little  food,  also  morphine  gr.  ss  every  three  hours, 
but  still  apj^ears  restless,  and  is  evidently  losing  strength.  Evc- 
ninif — Pulse  have  rapidly  increased  in  frequency,  and  are  now  130 
per  minute;  constant  thirst,  great  restlessness,  appearing  in  ever}' 
way  distressed;  abdomen  tender,  distended  and  tympanitic. 

July  20th. — Appears  more  comfortable;  slept  very  well,  urinates 
naturally;  takes  some  food  and  retains  it;  pulse  VIO. 

July  21st. — Complains  greatly  of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  ap- 
pears every  way  much  worse. 

July  22d. — Bowels  move  frequently  as  from  attack  of  diarrhd'a; 
vomits  often,  retaining  nothing  upon  tlic  stomach;  depression 
very  great;  pulse  weak,  and  120  per  minute. 

July  23d. — Looks  better;  diarrhd'a  abated,  though  stools  are  still 
frequent;  pulse  120,  and  more  distinct  and  forcible;  mind  quite 
clear,  and  expresses  hopes  of  recovery. 

July  24th. — Exhausted;  features  sunken,  skin  cool  and  moist; 
pulse  rapid,  almost  indistinct.  Died  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  fourteen 
days  after  the  operation. 

'^o  post  mortem  examination  could  be  obtained  on  account  of 
removal,  but  slight  exploration  showed  the  incision  completely 
healed;  the  bowels  distended  by  gas,  and  no  fluid  in  the  abdom- 
inal cavity.  There  was  no  appearance  of  suppuration — no  pus 
bad  discharged  by  the  side  of  the  ligature  passed  out  through  tlie 
vaginal  septum. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  cause  of  death  was  diffused 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneum.  That  the  attachment  to  this 
membrane  was  instrumental  in  producing  this  result  is  probable, 
as  the  tumor  over  the  whole  anterior  portion  was  closely  connected 
to  the  peritoneum,  and  was  separated  at  the  time  of  operation. 
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It  was  remarkable  that  for  tlie  first  few  clays  no  symptoms  of 
ilisturbance  should  show  themselves ;  the  patient  regarded  herself 
as  well,  and  I  am  since  informed  committed  many  imprudences, 
sitting  up  to  comb  her  liair,  and  in  other  ways  doing  very  unneces- 
sary and  imprudent  things,  for  her  own  or  others'  benefit.  1  am, 
however,  not  aware  of  anything  being  done  or  left  undone  which 
could  certainly  influence  her  recovery,  and  regard  the  termination 
as  dependent  upon  influences  over  which  we  could  have  no  control. 


ART.  IV — Abstract  of  Proceedings  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association. 

Tuesday  Evening,  July  3d,  18G6. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  the  usual 
hour.  Present — Drs.  Gould,  Wetmore,  Samo,  Congar,  Boardman, 
Taft  and  Camerling. 

There  being  no  voluntary  communications  offered,  the  President 
suggested  the  propriety  of  taking  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
revising,  if  necessarj^,  and  printing  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
in  a  form  convenient  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Considerable  discussion  was  had  upon  the  subject,  in  which  most 
of  the  membei's  present  participated.  No  definite  conclusion  hav- 
ing l)een  arrived  at  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue  in  the  matter, 
the  President  proposed  that  revising  and  printing  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  be  made  the  special  subject  for  the  next  meeting. 

Report  on  prevailing  diseases  being  called  for  the  members  pres- 
ent were  unanimous  in  the  conclusion  that  the  health  of  the  city  is 
unusually  good,  and  tliat  there  is  no  special  disease  prevailing. 

Adjourned.  T.  M.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 


Tuesday  Evening,  August  7,  1S66. 
The  President  and  Secretary  were  present — remained  until  8 
o'clock,  when  a  quorum  not  being  present,  the  rooms  were  closed 
by  the  President. 


Authentic  advices  received  at  Alexandria  from  Djeddah  report 
that  cholera  has  broken  out  among  the  returning  pilgrims  from 
M(icca,  and  tliat  there  is  great  mortality  among  the  Egyptian 
•soldiers. 
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Miscellaneous. 


Practical  Papers  on  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Air  Passages. 

BY  EDWARD  B.  STEVENS,  M.  D. , 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Miami  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 

The  Laryngoscope.  — One  of  the  most  notable  features  of  our  cur- 
rent medical  progress  is  seen  in  the  ingenious  and  valuable  im- 
provements in  so  many  departments  of  special  diagnosis.  Many 
fields  of  inquiry  heretofore  necessarily  vague  and  uncertain,  and- 
hence  unsatisfactory  and  embarrassing  to  the  practitioner,  are  now 
reduced  to  the  definite  comfort  of  exact  science.  These  more 
positive  and  exact  modes  of  inquiry  are  contributing" in  their  vari- 
ous departments  very  largely  to  the  character  and  usefulness  of 
our  general  profession.  Take  for  illustration  the  advance  in  oph- 
thalmological  science  developed  with  the  successful  introduction 
of  the  ophthalmoscope.  A.uscultation  and  percussion  have  revolu- 
tionized the  diagnosis  of  thoracic  diseases.  Just  now  we  have 
amongst  the  recent  additions  to  science  the  use  of  the  endoscope. 
All  these  are  rapidly  successive  steps  in  the  progress  of  the  exact 
diagnosis  of  disease,  enabling  us  to  grasp  the  nature  of  obscure 
afi"ections  and  determine  their  treatment  more  promptly  and  satis- 
factorily than  ever  heretofore. 

As  with  most  all  practically  useful  improvements  and  inventions, 
we  wonder  that  so  simple  an  expedient  as  the  laryngoscope  should 
have  remained  unsuggested  heretofore,  and  we  hardlj^  refrain  from 
a  feeling  of  vexation  that  the  early  eflforts  in  that  direction  were 
so  obstinately  rejected  for  a  whole  century. 

The  object  to  be  attained  is  to  throw  light  upon  and  obtain  a 
view  of  structures  absolutely  without  the  range  of  any  direct  line 
of  vision.  As  Dr.  Mackenzie  very  well  states  it,  "the  only  prin- 
ciple concerned  in  the  art  of  laryngoscopy  is  the  optical  law,  that 
when  rays  of  light  fall  on  a  plane  surface,  the  angle  of  reflection  is 
equal  to  the  angle  of  incidence.  A  small  mirror  is  placed  at  the 
back  of  the  throat,  at  such  an  inclination  that  luminous  rays  falling 
on  it  are  projected  into  the  cavity  of  the  larynx.  At  the  same 
time  the  image  of  the  interior  of  the  larynx  (lighted  up  by  the 
luminous  rays)  is  formed  on  the  mirror  and  seen  by  the  observer." 
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To  accomplish  what  seems  so  ready  and  feasible  to  us  now,  was 
undertaken  in  1743  by  a  distinguished  Frenchman,  M.  Levret,  who 
used  various  ingenious  instrumental  devices  for  reaching  polypoid 
growths,  etc.,  in  the  throat  and  nostrils.  He  used  some  form  of 
speculum;  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  dentist's  mirror  has 
been  used  for  exploring  hidden  parts  of  the  cavity  of  the  mouth 
and  throat  from  time  immemorial. 

Bozzini  appears  in  1807  to  have  been  on  the  right  track,  and  in 
1829,  Dr.  Babbington  of  London,  exhibited  a  plan  of  inspecting 
the  larynx  by  a  series  of  mirrors  and  reflected  light  very  closely 
resembling  the  laryngoscope  now  in  use.  Successively  various 
improvements  and  advances  were  made  toward  the  solution  of  the 
difficulty  proposed,  until  in  1857,  Prof.  Czermak,  of  Pesth,  devel- 
oped and  perfected  the  simple  mechanical  contrivances  now  em- 
ployed by  many  enthusiastic  manipulators  all  over  the  medical 
world.  Various  claims  to  priority  are  preferred  in  this  discovery, 
some  of  them  doubtless  with  merit,  but  Czermak  fairly  receives 
the  credit  of  perfecting  the  mechanism  and  indeed  of  creating  the 
art  of  laryngoscopy.  Such  of  our  readers  as  desire  to  follow  up 
the  literature  of  this  discovery  may  read  with  interest  the  little 
book  of  Dr.  Morell  Mackenzie.  So  much  of  tlie  history,  however, 
of  an  invention  about  which  considerable  has  already  been  said  in 
this  journal,  we  thought  due  to  our  readers. 

For  performing  laryngoscojiy,  ordinarily,  there  ai'e  only  required 
three  elements  of  mechanism,  although  different  operators  employ 
a  great  variety  of  extra  contrivance  adjuvant;  indeed  each  indi- 
vidual soon  learns  to  adapt  himself  to  special  and  peculiar  devices 
to  meet  his  own  peculiar  views  and  expertness. 

1st. — The  Laryngeal  Mirror,  ordinarily  an  oval  or  circular  mir- 
ror, of  polished  metal,  or  glass  backed  with  amalgam  and  pro- 
tected with  metal,  about  eight-tenths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  but 
not  uniform  in  size.  This  mirror  is  fixed  to  a  handle  or  shank,  at 
a  convenient  angle  or  curve  for  introduction  into  the  posterior 
fauces. 

2d.  —  The  Illuminator. — Sunlight  may  be  used  under  favorable 
circumstances,  but  usually  artificial  light  will  be  found  more  satis- 
factory and  manageable.    Ordinary  gas  light  from  an  argand 
burner  answers  a  good  purpose ;  a  kerosene  lamp  is  employed  by 
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man)-,  and  various  lamps  and  lanterns  have  been  contrived  by  j 

different  laryngoscopists.    These  are  unnecessary  now  to  detail,  as  , 

we  only  desire  to  make  the  principal  and  general  plan  of  operat-  ! 

ing  readily  understood  by  our  readers.    It  is  frequently  found  of  ' 

advantage  to  use  apparatus;  as  lenses  or  otherwise,  for  concentrat-  " 

ing  the  light.  | 

Now  with  whatever  means  of  illumination  you  resort  to,  you  ; 

may  arrange  to  throw  the  ray  of  light  direct  upon  the  plane  of  the  ! 
laryngeal  mirror,  or  as  is  more  generally  practiced,  you  have 

3d.  —  The  Reflector. — Ruete's  ophthalmoscopic  mirror  seems  to  i 

have  afforded  the  first  suggestion  as  to  a  convenient  reflector  for  ! 

laryngoscopic  purposes.    Czermak  used  it  first  for  concentrating  ' 

luminous  rays,  and  a  modification  of  this  mechanism  is  still  re-  ] 
tained.    Some  attach  the  mirror  to  a  spectacle  frame,  the  mirror 

having  a  central  perforation,  the  operator  looks  directly  through  it  ; 

on  the  laryngeal  mirror.    Some  attach  the  reflector  to  a  band  pass-  j 

ing  round  the  head.    The  first  is  Semeleder's  plan;  the  frontal  | 

band  is  the  device  of  Kramer.  1 

With  these  brief  explanations  the  reader  is  prepared  to  under-  ! 
stand  with  but  little  comment  the  following  wood  cut  illustration 

of  a  larjmgoscopic  examination,  which  we  are  courteously  permit-  j 

ted  to  copy  from  the  last  edition  of  Dr.  Bennett's  Practice  of  j 

Medicine,  published  by  Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.  of  New  York.  ! 


You  observe  the  laryngeal  mirror  is  held  in  position  by  the  oper- 
ator using  for  this  purpose  his  right  hand,  depressing  the  tongue 
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with  the  common  tongue  depressor  held  in  his  left  hand.  The  gas 
jet  is  placed  a  little  to  one  side  and  to  the  rear  of  the  patient's 
face,  the  glare  being  screened  from  the  observer  by  a  mounted 
shade.  In  this  case  the  reflector  used  is  a  jaerforated  mirror 
attached  to  a  spectacle  frame. 

Expertness  in  the  use  of  the  laryngoscope  is  chiefly  the  result  of 
practice;  nevertheless,  the  observance  of  certain  precautions  will 
materially  assist  the  operator  in  the  acquisition  of  dexterity. 

Some  patients  require  to  be  approached  b}^  degrees.  A  partial 
examination  of  the  faucial  region  with  a  few  repetitions  soon  gives 
to  the  parts  increase  of  toleration  that  facilitates  the  process  of  a 
complete  laryngoscopic  observation. 

In  cases  requiring  operative  procedure,  it  is  well  to  learn  the 
patient  to  use  the  depi'essor  himself,  or  to  acquire  the  art  of  hold- 
ing the  tongue  in  proper  bounds  with  a  napkin.  In  such  cases  the 
operator  will  find  the  advantage  of  ambidexterity.  He  should 
early  learn  to  introduce  the  laryngeal  mirror  with  either  hand. 

Before  introducing  the  mirror,  and  after  the  patient  is  properly 
seated  and  the  observer  has  taken  his  convenient  position  before 
his  patient,  the  observer  warms  the  reflecting  surface  of  the  mirror 
a  few  seconds  over  the  chimney  of  the  lamp,  so  that  the  moisture 
of  the  expired  air  will  not  be  condensed  upon  it;  and  that  he  may 
not  make  it  too  hot,  he  should  apj^ly  it  to  the  back  of  his  hand  to 
test  its  temperature. 

Considerable  tact  will  be  requisite  in  the  introduction  of  the 
mirror,  as  a  slight  touching  of  the  posterior  surface  of  tongue  will 
cause  so  much  involuntary  spasmodic  action  of  the  fauces  as  for 
the  time  to  prevent  any  further  manipulation.  So  too  to  avoid 
the  uvula  a  little  vocal  trick  is  called  into  service — tl^e  vocalization 
of  "ah,"  "oh,"  etc. — elevates  momentarily  the  uvula  when  the 
operator  slips  the  mirror  in  situ;  carefully  avoi^ding  at  the  same 
time  to  tickle  the  pharynx. 

The  laryngeal  mirror  is  not  to  be  kept  too  long  in  the  fauces. 
The  observations  are  to  be  made  promptly  and  briefly,  and  the 
patient  permitted  to  rest,  especially  until  he  has  become  accus- 
tomed to  the  use  of  the  instrument. 

Of  course,  it  will  be  readily  understood  that  the  laryngeal  pas- 
sages are  inverted,  and  the  observer  must  learn  to  accommodate 
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himself  to  this  reversed  position  of  the  structures  in  all  operative 

processes.  We  close  the  present  pa- 
per by  giving  views  of  the  healthy 
larynx  as  shown  by  the  laryngoscope. 
These  illustrations  are  also  copies  from 
Bennett. 

Fig.  2  gives  a  view  of  the  healthy 
larynx,  when  the  vocal  cords  are  closed 
as  in  sounding  the  high  notes. 
Fig.  3  is  a  view  during  ordinary  breathing,  and  Fig.  4  gives  a 
view  during  deep  inspiration,  the  trachea  straight,  the  glottis 

is--""  """" 


Pig-  2 


fig-  3.  Fig.  4. 

widely  dilated,  and  the  rings  of  the  trachea  and  bifurcation  of  the 
bronchi  are  seen  through  it. 

My  friend.  Dr.  Bruhl,  has  already  contributed  some  interesting 
papers  on  these  points  in  former  numbers  of  this  journal;  never- 
theless, in  another  paper  I  shall  continue  this  subject  and  give 
some  illustrations  of  those  structures,  as  we  see  them  in  the  more 
frequent  forms  of  disease.  —  Cincinnati  Lancet. 


Facts  connected  with  the  recent  spread  of  Cholera. 

August  15th. — The  five  months  that  have  elapsed  since  these 
lectures  were  delivered  have  added  somewhat  to  the  great  cholera 
record ;  and  though  the  facts  are  probably  familiar  to  most  of  the 
readers  of  the  Record,  it  may  be  well  to  bring  them  togetJier  and 
examine  their  bearings. 

The  steamship  England,  for  New  York,  left  Liverpool  on  the 
28th  of  March,  touching  at  Queenstown,  Ireland,  the  29th,  having, 
on  leaving  the  latter  port,  1185  steerage  passengers,  mostly  Ger- 
man and  Irish,  17  saloon  passengers,  and  a  crew  of  122.  April 
1st,  a  German  boy  in  the  steerage  was  attacked  with  cholera  and 
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died.  On  the  3d  the  vessel  experienced  very  heavy  weather,  and 
the  hatches  were  battened  down  for  two  nights.  When  opened,  it 
was  found  that  another  case  of  cliolera  had  occurred,  "which 
proved  fatal  in  four  hours;  after  this  the  disease  spread  rapidly." 
When  she  put  into  Halifax,  on  the  9th,  the  surgeon,  Dr.  McCuUogh, 
reported  160  cases  and  46  deaths.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th 
the  sick  were  removed  from  the  England  and  placed  on  board  the 
Pyramus,  now  converted  into  a  hospital-ship,  and  about  the  same 
time  the  healthy  passengers  of  the  steerage  were  placed  in  encamp- 
ments under  tents.  On  the  evening  of  the  11th  it  was  found  that 
forty  persons  had  died  in  the  last  twelve  hours,  that  there  were 
then  100  sick,  and  that  new  cases  wei'e  occurring  every  hour.  On 
the  13th  it  was  reported  that  the  deaths  were  twenty-five  a  day, 
three  or  four  of  which  were  in  the  encampments,  the  others  on 
board  the  Pyramus.  The  saloon  passengers  and  the  crew  remained 
on  board  the  England^  but  among  them  there  was  no  sickness. 
Indeed,  there  was  no  cholera  among  the  saloon  passengers  at  any 
time,  but  before  arriving  at  Halifax  six  of  the  crew  had  died  of  it. 
Many  relatives  of  the  sick  followed  the  patients  to  the  Pyramus, 
so  that  the  inmates  of  this  ship  were  about  400;  among  these 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness.  Diarrhoea  prevailed  exten- 
sively in  the  encampment,  but  there  were  only  a  few  cases  of  full 
cholera. 

On  the  18th,  the  England  "having  been  thoroughly  scraped, 
scrubbed,  and  fumigated  with  chloride  of  lime  and  sulphuric  acid," 
the  healthy  passengers  were  permitted  to  return  to  her,  the  great- 
est care  being  exercised  "to  prevent  any  but  those  in  perfect 
health  from  being  taken  on  board."  The  England  steamed  out  of 
the  harbor  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  of  April,  having  been  in 
port  nine  days,  for  New  York,  with  875  steerage  and  16  saloon 
passengers,  and  a  crew  of  116.  One  saloon  passenger  had  died  of 
ajioplexy. 

Nearly  a  month  later,  that  is,  the  l^th  of  May,  the  survivors  of 
those  that  remained  on  board  the  Pyramus,  forty-two  in  number, 
were  sent  to  New  York  by  the  steamer  Louisa  Moore.  Both  these 
ships  arrived  in  New  York  harbor  without  any  more  sickness. 
All  the  deaths  among  the  passengers  and  crew  up  to  the  18th 
were  250. 
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Seventeen  men  were  sent  down  from  Halifax  to  clean  the  ship 
England  on  the  11th.  On  the  13th  one  of  these  men  was  attacked 
with  cholera  and  died  in  about  four  hours.  He  had  volunteered 
to  assist  Dr.  Garvie  to  remove  the  dead  bodies  from  the  England. 
But  that  this  humane  act  could  have  had  no  influence  in  producing 
the  disease  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  work  lasted  three 
hours,  and  ,he  fell  sick  immediately  after  it  was  completed.  He 
had  fallen  from  the  vessel  into  the  water  the  d&y  before,  and  was 
much  exhausted  before  he  could  be  rescued. 

A  pilot,  with  one  other  man  in  his  boat,  spoke  the  England  when 
outside  the  harbor  of  Halifax,  and,  learned  she  was  infected  with 
cholera,  he  refused  to  go  on  board,  but  took  a  line  from  the  ship 
and  was  towed  after  her,  giving  directions  from  his  boat.  It  is 
said  that  "the  stench  from  the  ship  was  intolerable."  This  was 
on  the  9th.  The  pilot  was  intoxicated  for  two  days  after,  and  Dr. 
Jennings  found  him  at  7  P.  M.  on  the  llth  in  collajjse.  He  drank 
some  gallons  of  water  in  which  bicarbonate  of  soda  was  dissolved, 
and  vomited  and  purged  as  much.  He  passed  through  the  col- 
lapse, and  died  the  fourth  day  after  in  the  typhoid  stage.  This 
man  had  a  wife  and  live  children.  His  wife  was  his  only  nurse 
and  she  escaped  the  disease,  but  the  five  children  all  had  it,  and 
two  of  them  died.  The  pilot  lived,  not  in  Halifax,  but  at  a  place 
called  Portuguese  Cove, 

Dr.  Slayter,  Health  Officer,  boarded  the  England  on  the  9th,  and 
nobly  volunteered  to  assist  the  physicians  of  the  ship  in  taking 
care  of  the  sick.  He  fell  a  victim  to  his  generous  impulses.  He 
was  attacked  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  and  died  the  next  morn- 
ing. Dr.  Gossip,  Dr.  Garvie,  and  Mr.  F.  F.  Garvie,  whom  I  am 
proud  to  recognize  as  a  student  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  with  equally  noble  purpose  volunteered  for  similar  duty 
and  escaped  the  disease ;  as  did  the  ship's  surgeon  and  his  assist- 
ant, and  Dr.  Voegles,  a  saloon  passenger,  who,  on  the  breaking  oul; 
of  the  disease,  offered  his  services  to  the  ship's  surgeon,  and  con- 
tinued with  the  sick  till  the  England  sailed  from  Halifax. 

The  only  cases  that  occurred  in  Halifax,  among  persons  that  had 
not  been  in  intercourse  with  the  England,  were  in  one  family  living 
near  Freshwater  Bridge.  Dr.  "Woodill  says  that  the/ather  admit- 
ted that  underclothes  had  been  made  for  the  child  first  attacked 
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out  of  material  picked  up  on  the  shore,  "supposed  to  be  from  the 
England."  Dr.  Jennings  says:  "The  child  was  lying  on  a  mat- 
tress which  I  have  heard  was  made  from  some  of  the  bedding 
thrown  from  the  ship  England."  The  father  would  not  admit  this 
to  Dr.  Woodill,  but  his  mode  of  answering  questions  relating  to  it 
left  on  this  gentleman's  mind  the  impression  that  there  was  some- 
thing important  in  the  matter  which  he  wished  to  conceal.  This 
family,  consisting  of  father,  mother,  and  two  young  children,  were 
all  sent  to  the  City  Hospital.  The  child  first  attacked  had  cholera 
symptoms  on  the  22d  of  April,  having  had  diarrhoea  for  some  days 
before,  and  died  soon  after  being  removed  to  ths  hospital.  At 
that  time  the  other  child  had  diarrhoea,  which  was  not  controlled 
till  there  were  some  symptoms  of  collapse ;  she  recovered.  The 
mother  also  had  diarrhoea,  which  was  controlled.  On  the  25th, 
however,  it  recurred.  On  the  morning  of  that  day  she  washed 
some  clothes  soiled  by  the  child  then  sick.  In  the  afternoon  she 
drank  largely  of  water  intended  for  washing,  and  was  almost 
immediately  seized  with  diarrhoea.  She  died  on  the  30th.  The 
father  had  two  attacks  of  diarrhoea  while  in  the  hospital,  but  did 
not  otherwise  suffer.  No  other  cases  occurred  in  Halifax  or  the 
neighborhood,  unless  a  severe  diarrhoea  affecting  the  daughter  of 
the  man  who  was  the  pilot's  companion  in  the  boat  should'  be 
added  to  the  catalogue.  She  had  washed  her  father's  clothes  after i 
he  returned  from  the  ship,  and  fell  sick  the  next  day. 

One  fact  not  often  noticed  after  cholera  is  recorded  of  cases  at 
Halifax.  The  mother  at  the  hospital,  seized  on  the  25th,  was 
recovering  on  the  morning  of  the  27th.  The  blueness  disappeared 
from  all  parts  of  the  body  except  the  end  of  the  nose.  "On  the 
28th,  gangrene  of  the  nose  set  in,  and  on  the  29th  sloughing  had 
commenced.  She  lingered  in  a  very  low  condition,  the  pulse  grad- 
ually failing,  until  the  30th."  Among  the  patients  ti'eated  on  the 
England,  seven,  when  recovering  from  cholera,  but  still  debili- 
tated, had  inflammation  of  the  feet.  "Two  of  these  recovered 
perfectly;  in  the  other  five  gangrene  supervened,  in  two  instances 
of  the  feet,  in  three  of  the  toes  only."  These  patients  were  still 
under  treatment  at  the  City  Hospital  on  the  6th  of  June. 

This  account  I  have  condensed  fi'om  the  official  report  of  Dr. 
Gossip,  who  succeeded  the  lamented  Slayter  as  Health  Officer.  I 
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should  add  one  other  fuct  stated  by  Dr.  Gossip,  viz :  that  twelve 
of  the  steerage  passengers  escaped  from  the  encampment,  though 
it  was  on  an  island.  We  learn  from  other  sources  that  one  of 
these  was  subsequently  attacked  with  cholera  in  Portland,  Me. 

Here  we  find  a  ship  frightfully  crowded,  the  hatches  battened 
down  upon  1184  breathing  mortals,  for  two  days,  after  one  case  of 
cholera  had  occurred  among  them.  "After  this  the  disease  spread 
rapidly !"  Did  cholera  ever  fail  to  spread  rapidly  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ?  One  hundred  and  sixty  cases  in  four  days !  In  port, 
her  living  or  rather  dying  freight  is  removed,  the  well  separated 
from  the  sick,  and  the  vessel  is  thoroughly  "scraped,  scrubbed, 
and  fumigated"  with  cMorine.  In  nine  days  she  receives  again  her 
healthy  passengers,  great  pains  being  taken  to  exclude  every  grade 
and  shade  of  diarrhoea.  The  vessel  reaches  the  port  of  New  York 
without  any  more  sickness.  The  jjassengers  are  detained  on  board 
the  vessel,  for  want  of  other  quarantine  accommodations,  many 
days,  yet  no  cholera  occurs  among  them.  The  vessel  was  purified, 
the  jiassengers  were  purified;  there  may  be  a  question  about  their 
baggage. 

Another  similar  fact  deserves  a  permanent  record.  The  steam- 
ship Helvetia  left  Liverpool,  bound  to  New  York,  April  27,  of  the 
present  year,  having  manj^  hundred  emigrants  on  board.  Before 
she  had  reached  Queenstown,  Ireland,  cholera  broke  out  among 
her  passengers,  and  again  first  among  emigrants  from  the  conti- 
nent, and  a  place  where  cholera  was  prevailing.  The  ship  returned 
to  Liverpool,  the  passengers  are  removed  to  hulks  in  the  waters  of 
that  city,  and  are  detained  twenty-seven  days.  Meanwhile  the 
vessel  is  inspected,  (purified  ?)  and  furnished  with  a  new  outfit  of 
bedding  and  blankets.  Seven  hundred  of  her  former  passengers 
are  re-shipped,  and  she  sails  again  from  Liverpool  on  the  29th  of 
May,  reaches  New  York  June  11,  and  there  is  no  cholera  on  board, 
and  none  was  known  to  follow  her  passengers  after  they  were  dis- 
charged from  quarantine. 

The  term  of  quarantine  at  Halifax  was  dangerously  short. — 
There  were  cases  of  cholera  in  the  encampments  certainly  during 
several  of  the  seven  days  the  passengers  were  detained  on  land. 
The  period  of  incubation,  according  to  Dr.  Baly,  may  be  six  days ; 
according  to  Pettenkofer,  twenty-one;  then  the  diarrhosal  stage  is 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


59 


often  of  several  days'  duration.  Our  neighbors  naturally  wished 
to  be  rid  of  their  unwelcome  visitor  as  soon  as  the  laws  of  hos- 
pitality would  sanction  a  dismissal,  and  their  experiment  proved 
successful,  but  I  think  should  not  be  considered  as  a  precedent. 
The  Liverpool  time,  twenty-seven  days,  is  much  safer. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  Recorder,  June  30th,  contains  a  letter 
which  states  that  the  ship  Agnes  was  ready  to  sail  from  Antwerp 
for  New  York  on  the  13th  of  May  last,  wheu  cholera  suddenly 
broke  out  on  board.  The  ship  was  detained  till  the  3  let,  when 
she  sailed  with  her  "well  passengers,"  235  in  number.  Fifty-six 
had  died,  and  twenty-five  were  left  in  the  hospital.  On  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  disease,  "the  government  officials  and  the  marine 
commissioners  took,  with  praiseworthy  activity,  all  steps  and 
enforced  all  regulations  which  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  fearful  epidemic."  The  sick  were  sent  to  a  fort.  "Whether 
those  not  attacked  were  removed  from  the  ship  we  are  not  told. 
The  cholera  did  re-appear  in  this  ship. 

The  Halifax  pilot  took  a  very  dangerous  position  in  relation  to 
the  England,  being  towed  after  the  vessel  under  steam.  What- 
ever may  be  the  nature  of  the  cholera  poison,  whether  the  result 
of  decomposing  excrements  or  a  miasmatic  product,  with  open 
ports  it  could  hardly  fail  to  fall  into  the  wake  of  a  moving  steamer. 
He  would  have  been  far  safer  on  deck.  He  doubtless  in  some  way 
carried  the  disease  into  his  family,  perhajjs  through  his  own  dejec- 
tions, perhaps  through  a  poison  in  his  garments.  The  dates  of 
the  illness  in  the  children  are  not  given,  further  than  that  two  had 
died  and  two  were  ill  on  the  20th  of  April.  Then,  regarding  the 
family  at  Freshwater  Bridge,  there  is  a  very  sti'ong  probability 
that  cholera  in  them  was  produced  by  a  poison  in  the  bedding  they 
took  from  the  water,  although  there  is  no  direct  jjroof  that  the 
bedding  had  belonged  to  the  England.  It  was  afloat  in  the  harbor, 
and  nobody  knows  any  reason  why  any  family  or  any  other  vessel 
should  throw  away  bedding,  while  this  vessel  had  the  strongest 
motive  for  doing  so.  If  these  articles  brought  cholera  with  them, 
was  it  the  dejections  or  a  miasm  that  was  the  morbific  agent? 

The  professional  mind  in  this  country  and  in  England  is  inclin- 
ing very  strongly  to  the  idea  that  the  dejections  are  the  real  source 
of  danger.  In  these  lectures  I  have  adopted  the  miasmatic  theory, 
VOL.  6,  NO.  2 — 8. 
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not  because  I  have  thought  it  could  be  demonstrated,  but  because 
it  seemed  to  me  to  explain  a  larger  number  of  acknowledged  facts 
than  any  other.  Most  of  these  facts  can  undoubtedly  be  explained 
on  the  new  German  theory,  and  it  may  be  that  the  further  examin- 
ation of  it  may  give  it  the  precedence.  I  have  said  that  the  next 
epidemic  will  probably  enable  the  profession  to  decide  what  meas- 
ure of  confidence  is  to  be  given  to  the  views  of  Profs.  Thiersch 
and  Pettenkofer.  Already  something  has  been  acquired.  If  the 
family  at  Freshwater  Bridge  were  poisoned  by  anything  in  the 
articles  of  bedding,  that  poison  might  as  reasonably  be  charged  to 
the  dejections  with  which  they  were  in  all  probability  soiled,  as  to 
a  miasm  of  which  they  might  be  the  carrier.  The  discharges  of 
the  Halifax  pilot  may  certainly  have  bred  the  disease  in  his  family. 

The  Medical  Record,  June  15th,  gives,  from  a  German  journal, 
some  facts  regarding  the  occurrence  of  cholera  at  Altenburg,  Ger- 
many, last  year.  The  readers  of  this  journal  will  remember  that 
that  disease  was  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  dejections 
of  a  child  who  had  been  only,  if  at  all,  exposed  to  cholera,  and 
who  "died  of  debility."  The  mother  and  child  had  traveled  nine 
days  and  nine  nights,  the  latter  followed  by  diarrhoia  the  whole 
time.  They  had  passed  by  certain  places  in  the  vessel  where  chol- 
era was  raging.  The  mother  was  attacked  with  cholera  three  da3's 
after  reaching  Altenburg.  Was  it  the  child  or  the  mother  that 
brought  the  disease  ?  If  the  child,  as  Fettenkofer  believes,  then  a 
diarrhea  that  ends  in  "debility"  can  produce  the  cholera.  But 
the  mother  and  child  were  probably  exposed  to  the  same  external 
dangers. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  cholera  in  or  near  Elizabeth,  N.  J. , 
on  the  lOtli  of  June  of  the  present  year,  which  was  charged  to  the 
account  of  discharges  of  a  diarrhcoal  character.  No  official  account 
of  this  attack  has  yet  appeared ;  but  it  is  claimed  that  a  person 
fx'om  one  of  the  quarantined  vessels  in  New  York  harbor,  visited 
in  a  filthy  lane,  had  diarrhoea,  but  not  cholera,  and  that  other  per- 
sons using  the  same  privy  were  the  first  to  be  attacked.  Twenty- 
one,  it  is  said,  were  stricken  with  it,  of  whom  nine  died.  The 
mayor  of  Elizabeth  caused  the  locality  (Dutch  lane)  to  be  purified 
immediately,  and  in  less  than  a  week  the  plague  was  stayed.  He 
writes,  June  27th,  "The  reports  in  regard  to  cholera  in  Elizabeth 
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have  been  greatly  exaggerated.  We  have  had  but  a  few  cases  in  a 
low,  filthy,  and  sparsely  i)02)ulated  locality,  but  at  this  time  there 
are  no  cases,  and  there  have  been  none  for  the  last  three  days.'' 
"The  affected  district,"  he  says,  "has  been  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  disinfected,  and  the  disease  has  entirely  disappeared."  This 
unusual  result  was  the  fruit  of  unusual  decision  on  the  part  of  the 
mayor.  The  good  work  was  done  at  his  own  cost,  without  wait- 
ing for  the,  perhaps,  tardy  action  of  other  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment. Whether  it  is  true  or  not  that  this  disease  had  the  origin 
here  ascribed  to  it,  it  is  claimed  by  Pettenkofer  that  the  early 
diarrhoeal  discharo;es  are  no  less  dangerous  than  the  "rice-water" 
discharges,  and  equally  require  disinfecting. 

The  medical  officer  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England  has  issued 
his  warning  against  drinking  water  that  is  in  any  degree  tainted 
by  house  refuse  or  any  other  like  kinds  of  filth,  and  breathing  the 
air  which  is  made  foul  with  eflluvia  from  the  same  sorts  of  impuri- 
ties. He  further  announces  his  belief  that  all  matters  which  chol- 
era patients  discharge  from  the  stomach  and  bowels  are  infective. 
"  This  is  equally  the  case  whether  the 'patient  suffers  from  the  disease  in 
its  developed  and  alarming  form,  orfrmn  the  slightest  diarrhoia  ivh  ich 
the  epidemic  influence  can  produce.''^  (Health  Report,  N.  Y.  Daily 
Times,  August  11.) 

In  the  same  issue  of  the  Daily  Tim£s,  we  find  the  following: — 
"Patrick  Kelly  died  of  cholera  at  Hunter's  Point  on  the  1st  of 
August.  The  premises  were  disinfected  under  the  direction  of  a 
sanitary  oflScer.  A  portion  of  the  clothing  used  about  the  patient, 
after  what  was  regarded  as  a  thorough  application  of  chloride  of 
soda,  was  washed,  and  no  harm  came  of  it.  The  heavier  bed- 
clothing  was  treated  in  a  tub  with  the  same  agent  and  afterwards 
buried,  with  strict  orders  that  it  was  not  to  be  exhumed,  except 
under  his  direction,  when  disinfectants  should  be  re-applied.  But 
on  the  4th,  a  Mrs.  Dunn  was  made  partially  drunk,  and  persuaded 
by  Mrs.  Kelly  to  dig  up  tlie  clothes  and  wash  them.  This  she  did 
that  evening  and  the  next  (Sunday)  morning.  She  went  home 
drunk  at  five  o'clock,  Sunday  morning.  At  eight  P.  M.  of  the 
same  day,  she  was  attacked  with  cholera,  and  died  at  six  P.  M. 
the  next  day.  She  dwelt  in  a  shanty  far  removed  from  any  chol- 
era, and  the  attack  seems  traceable  to  the  clothing.  Inspector 
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Trask,  who  reports  this  case,  says  that  chloride  of  soda  has  no 
disinfecting  power  over  cholera  poison,  and  that  only  coal-tar  can 
be  trusted  for  complete  disinfection,  and  in  this  opinion  Dr.  Harris 
concurs." — Health  Report. 

Statements  like  these  deserve  the  fullest  consideration.  As  I 
have  already  said,  we  may  not  reject  the  practical  inferences  of 
the  German  doctrine;  and  I  am  free  to  confess  that,  in  the  light  of 
many  facts  which  the  present  season  has  developed,  I  am  half- 
inclined  to  adopt,  not  the  refinements  of  Pettenkofer,  but  the 
more  simple  views  of  Thiersch.  That  the  discharges  are  poison- 
ous when  first  evacuated  is  disproved  by  all  the  considerations 
adduced  to  show  that  cholera  is  not  contagious,  as  typhus  or  scar- 
let fever  is.  They  are  dangerous  in  consequence  of  some  change 
that  occurs  in  them  after  they  are  voided,  if  dangerous  at  all.  On 
Thiersch's  theory,  I  cannot  account  for  the  well  known  facts  that 
the  first  cases  in  any  locality  are  the  most  malignant,  and  that 
after  a  certain  number  of  days  the  disease  grows  milder  and  the 
cases  less  numerous,  till  it  ceases  in  that  locality ;  in  other  words, 
when  there  is  least  of  the  cholera  poison  the  disease  is  most  viru- 
lent, and  after  twenty  days  or  so,  when  the  cases  are  most  numer- 
ous and  the  sources  of  the  poison  most  abundant,  the  disease 
assumes  a  less  malignant  type.  But  I  will  not  argue  this  point. 
The  privies  in  which  cholera  discharges  are  deposited  appear  to 
be  dangerous;  the  soiled  beds,  bedding,  and  garments  appear  to 
become  dangerous.  Let  them  be  treated  as  the  enemies  of  men, 
and  let  theories  wait  on  further  observation  and  study. 

One  discovery,  growing  out  of  theory  to  be  sure,  but  itself 
worth  more  than  all  theories,  has  been  strikingly  confirmed  in 
numerous  instances  the  present  year — the  power  of  certain  chem- 
icals, called  disinfectants,  aided  by  the  removal  of  filth,  to  stop 
the  progress  of  cholera  in  limited  localities,  as  a  house  or  portion 
of  a  street,  and  by  inference  in  all  houses  and  streets.  It  is  diflS- 
cult,  perhaps  imj^ossible,  to  trace  relations  between  individual  cases 
in  a  large  city ;  but  once  more  we  have  the  fact  that  cholera  did 
not  appear  in  New  York  till  after  infected  vessels  had  arrived  in 
our  harbor.  If  we  can  trust  the  newspaper  reports,  the  disease 
broke  out  among  the  troops  on  Hart's  Island,  Governor's  Island, 
and  on  a  transport  carrying  soldiers  to  Tybee  Island,  only  after 
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sending  to  these  places,  and  by  this  ship,  recruits  newly  arrived  in 
emigrant  vessels;  but  wherever  it  has  appeared  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Health,  out  of  public  institutions,  it  has  been 
met  with  a  promptness  and  vigor  not  unexpected  from  such  men 
as  constitute  that  Board  and  deserving  the  highest  praise.  For 
three  and  a  half  months  there  have  been  scattered  cases,  and  a 
few  times  small  groups  of  cases  Occurring  here;  but  I  believe  I 
announce  the  literal  truth  when  I  say  that  it  has  been  promptly 
driven  out  of  every  house  it  has  entered.  The  officers  of  the 
Board  are  ready  at  all  hours,  with  their  disinfectants  distributed 
in  wagons,  horses  harnessed,  and  medical  officers  in  waiting,  to 
drive  to  and  disinfect  any  and  every  house  where  the  disease 
appears.  It  has  been  thus  systematically  pursued  from  its  very 
first  occuri'ence  to  this  moment.  It  has  not  been  finally  hunted 
down,  and  probably  will  not  be  till  near  winter,  because  the  dis- 
ease is  rapidly  increasing  in  the  commercial  towns  of  Europe,  and 
also  in  the  interior  districts  of  Germany  from  which  emigrants  are 
daily  arriving.  In  the  month  of  May  it  is  reported  that  40,000 
emigrants  were  landed  in  New  York.  Notwithstanding  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  quarantine  officers,  some  of  these  will  carry  cholera 
with  them,  either  by  protracted  incubation,  or  unreported  diarrhoea, 
or  in  their  unpurified  baggage,  and  it  will  break  out  anew  among 
us.  The  present  indications  are  that  deaths  from  cholera  on  Man- 
hattan Island  during  the  year  will  not  exceed  500,  while  the  deaths 
from  ordinary  causes  will  be  as  heretofore  22,000  or  more.  This 
low  mortality  is  due  to  the  unwearied  and  successful  efforts  of  the 
Board  of  Health  to  expel  it  from  every  new  lodgment  it  makes,  to 
purify  the  cit}-,  and  admonish  citizens  of  their  personal  and  domes- 
tic obligations.  Up  to  August  l7th,  I  am  officially  informed, 
excluding  the  islands  in  the  East  River,  the  deaths  from  cholera 
in  New  York  have  been  only  247. 

The  cholera  has  lately  broken  out  with  great  violence  in  the 
charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Blackwell's  Island,  destroying 
in  the  workhouse  two  in  every  thirteen  of  its  inmates  in  nine  days. 
The  following  letter  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  giving  an  account  of  its 
arrest  in  this  institution  and  its  mitigation  in  the  others  (from  the 
Health  Report  in  the  Daily  Times,)  is  worth  volumes  of  argument, 
and  should  be  re-published  in  the  medical  journals  at  once : 
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No.  64  Madisos"  Avemte,  ) 
New  York.  Friday,  Aug.  10,  1866.  f 

R  Harris,  M.  D.,  Corresponding  Secretary  M.  B.  H.  : 

Sir : — The  first  case  of  cholera  occurred  in  the  workhouse  on  the 
28 th  of  July,  the  last  ease  on  the  6th  of  August  The  epidemic 
continued,  therefore,  nine  day?,  during  which  period,  of  about  800 
inmates,  123  died.  I  do  not  meation  one  case  reported  on  the 
8th  of  August,  because,  as  I  understand,  the  person  was  admitted 
only  the  night  before ;  I  do  not  think  the  disease  was  contracted 
in  the  workhouse. 

Tou  know  the  building  very  weU.  It  is  admirably  constructed 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  designed,  and,  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation extends,  it  is  always  perfectly  clean-  Until  now,  the  in- 
mates have  been  as  healthy  as  this  class  of  people  are  usually 
found  to  be. 

The  explanation  of  the  rapid  propagation  and  fatality  of  the 
disease  after  it  once  had  gained  admission  was  believed  to  be 
mainly  confinement  and  crowding.  It  was  observed  that  the  chol- 
era was  for  several  days  exclusively  among  the  women-  The 
women  had  the  smallest  apartments,  were  most  crowded  in  their 
cells,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  were  employed  within  the  building 
in  close  contact  with  each  other  during  the  day.  The  men  were 
employed  mostly  in  the  quarries,  out  doors. 

On  Wednesday,  when,  the  epidemic  was  at  its  height,  the  1  st  of 
August,  I  gave  my  pledge  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  to 
Mr.  Schultz,  President  of  the  Board  of  Health,  in  your  presence, 
that  I  would  drive  the  cholera  from  the  workhouse  in  from  three 
to  five  days.  I  said  this  in  no  spirit  of  boasting,  but  in  simple 
reliance  on  the  weU  known  and  established  laws  of  hygiene.  The 
Commissioners  executed  literally  and  promptly  ever}'  order  which 
was  given  by  the  Committee. 

.  The  epidemic  began  to  decline  from  the  day  they  were  fully 
carried  out,  and  on  Monday  last  the  pledge  was  redeemed.  The 
following  is  a  summary  of  the  sanitary  means  adopted : 

The  inmates  were  distributed  as  far  as  the  vacant  places  in  the 
building  would  permit;  the  cell-doors  were  left  open  at  night;  the 
night-buckets  were  supplied  with  disinfectants  and  left  outside : 
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the  women's  cooking-rooms  were  converted  into  hospital  wards, 
and  the  women  were  kept  out  of  doors  from  morning  until  night; 
corn-meal  and  molasses  were  taken  from  the  diet  table ;  coflee, 
tea  and  vegetables  were  added ;  at  night  each  inmate  was  required 
to  take,  whisky  one  ounce,  water  three  ounces,  tincture  of  ca^Dsi- 
cum  fifteen  drops.  [These  jjeople  are  our  city  vagrants,  and  prob- 
ably are  habitually  intemperate.]  A  variety  of  disinfectants  were 
employed  freely  and  constantly  in  every  vessel  and  closet  which 
received  the  excreta;  even  the  excreta  from  the  stomach  were  dis- 
infected immediately  after  they  were  received  into  a  vessel  or  fell 
upon  the  floor;  stoves  were  placed  in  each  hospital  ward  to  insure 
a  draught;  all  windows  were  kept  open  day  and  night;  the  cloth- 
ing taken  from  cholera  patients  was  sent  directly  to  the  boilers ;  a 
ward  was  establiehed  for  patients  with  the  diarrhoea,  and  the  value 
of  this  measure  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  of  the  large  number 
received  into  this  ward  only  one  died.  It  was  difficult,  however, 
to  persuade  these  poor  creatures  to  report  themselves  at  this  stage 
of  the  disease. 

From  the  workhouse  the  cholera  has  spread  to  every  other  build- 
ing on  the  island,  except,  I  think,  to  the  madhouse,  the  pavilion 
attached  to  the  male  almshouse,  and  the  fever  pavilion.  In  none, 
however,  has  it  proved  so  fatal  as  in  the  workhouse. 

The  same  sanitary  measures  have  been  adopted,  with  slight  mod- 
ifications, in  each  department,  but  they  cannot  be  applied  with  so 
much  vigor  to  the  lunatic  asylum,  the  almshouse,  or  the  general 
hospital.  These  buildings  are  all  crowded,  and  the  inmates  can 
not  be  scattered  or  turned  out  of  doors ;  consequently,  the  cholera 
remains  among  them,  but  in  a  greatly  mitigated  form.  In  the 
penitentiary  it  remained  but  two  days. 

Connected  with  the  almshouse,  are  two  well  constructed  pavil- 
ions, lying  side  by  side,  separated  l)y  only  a  few  feet  and  a  brick 
wall  ten  or  twelve  feet  high.  One  is  occupied  by  feeble  old  men, 
the  other  by  the  same  class  of  old  women.  The  only  point  of 
difference  which  I  can  discover  is  that  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak 
of  the  cholera  the  male  pavilion  contained  only  sixty-two  persons, 
wliile  the  female  contained  ninety-nine.  In  the  first  there  has  not 
been  one  case  of  cholera;  in  the  second  thirty-one  have  died. 
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Of  fourteen  house-physicians  and  surgeons  employed  in  these 
several  buildings,  some  of  whom  have  been  in  constant  attendance 
upon  the  sick,  not  one  has  suffered  from  the  epidemic. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.  D. 
[K  7.  Medical  Record— Paper  by  A.  Clark,  M.  D.] 


A  case  of  Menstruation  by  a  Child  five  years  of  age. 

BY  A.  E.  AMES,  M.  D.,  MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 

Addie  E.  Tinsley,  daughter  of  G.  W.  Tinsley,  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  Her  parents  are  healthy  people.  From  her  birth,  until 
she  was  four  and  a  half  years  old,  she  was  never  sick.  At  this 
time  she  was  feverish  and  somewhat  nervous  for  a  few  days,  and 
then  menstruated  as  a  girl  at  sixteen  years  of  age.  This  she  con- 
tinued to  do  every  month  until  last  July,  when  I  was  called  to  see 
her.  Her  nervous  system  was  much  affected  during  the  period  of 
menstruation ;  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  she  appeared  quite 
well.    She  had  strabismus  when  sick. 

I  gave  hyd.  cum  creta  and  rhei  powders,  and  corrected  the  secre- 
tions and  a  slight  constipation ;  then  gave,  two  or  three  times  each 
day,  a  small  quantity  of  infusion  of  humulus.  For  the  past  year 
she  has  been  perfectly  M'ell,  and  no  signs  of  menstruation.  The 
organs  are  normal.  She  is  now  six  years  of  age.  —  Chicago  Med. 
Journal 


The  Rinderpest  Poison. 

In  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Crookes,  F.  R.  S.  to  Her  Majestj-'s 
Commissioners  upon  the  subject  of  the  application  of  disinfectants 
in  arresting  the  spread  of  the  cattle  plague,  the  following  conclu- 
sions are  drawn: — (1.)  The  disease  is  eminently  infectious.  (2.) 
The  infecting  matter  is  neither  a  gas  nor  a  volatile  fluid.  (3.) 
The  specific  disease-producing  particles  are  organized,  and  possess 
vitality.  (4.)  The  virus  of  cattle  plague  is  most  probably  a  body 
similar  to  vaccine  lymph,  and  consists  of  "germinal  matter,"  hav- 
ing a  physiological  individualit}'.    (5. )  The  blood  poisoning  set 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


67 


up  may  legitimately  be  called  fermentation;  "it  is  a  decomposi- 
tion caused  by  the  act  of  nutrition  in  the  living  cell,"  the  result  of 
which  is  the  production  of  an  infinite  number  of  similar  bodies. 
(6. )  It  is  not  certain  that  the  multiplication  of  these  cells  is  the 
immediate  cause  of  the  blood-poisoning.  (7. )  The  ordinary  notion, 
that  the  virus  of  contagion  consists  of  decomposing  organic  matter 
which  is  in  transition  from  a  more  complex  to  a  simple  chemical 
constitution  is  plausible,  but  does  not  meet  some  of  the  facts.  If 
it  were  accepted  it  would  fail  to  account  for  the  rapid  and  exten- 
sive multiplication  of  the  virus-germs.  (8.)  The  germs  may  be 
carried  to  a  limited  extent  thi'ough  the  air,  especially  through  the 
medium  of  fogs,  but  they  do  not  retain  their  vitality  for  any  length 
of  time  in  the  atmosphere.  (9.)  There  is  no  evidence  to  show 
that  the  germs  can  propagate  themselves  apart  from  the  animal. 
Lancet 


On  the  existence  in  the  Texture  of  Animals  of  a  Fluorescent 
Substance  closely  resembling  Quinine. 

BY  DR.  HENRY  BENCE  JONES,  A.  M. ,  F.  R.  S. 

[From  the  British  and  Foreign  Medico-Chirurgical  Review,  July,  186fi.] 

The  discoveries  of  science  are  truly  marvelous.  Who,  a  few 
years  ago,  would  have  been  bold  enough  to  imagine  that  fluores- 
cence, the  property  of  emitting  light-like  fluor-spar  when  heated, 
could  belong  to  animal  tissues  and  their  fluids  under  the  influence 
of  electrical  light?  or  who  could  have  conjectured  that  this  prop- 
erty is  owing  to  the  presence  of  a  su])stance  similar  to  quinine,  so 
similar,  ineleed,  as  to  be  strictly  entitled  to  the  name  given  it  by 
its  discoverers,  of  quiuoidine  ?  Yet  this  marvel  is  shown  to  be  a 
fact  in  the  most  convincing  manner  by  Dr.  lience  Jones  in  the 
paper  before  us,  which  was  read  at  the  weekly  evening  meeting 
hekl  at  the  Royal  Institute  (that  prolific  mother  of  great  discov- 
eries,) on  the  23d  of  March  last,  and  was  at  the  same  time  amply 
illustrated  by  experiments. 

No,t  merely  was  proof  aff"orded  of  the  similarity  of  the  two  by 
optical  plieiiomena  of  fluorescence  in  the  spectrum  produced  by 
electric  light,  but  also  by  a  close  similarity  of  chemical  properties. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  2—9. 
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The  inquiry  leading  to  tlie  discovery  of  quinoidine,  originated 
ill  experiments  on  the  difFusion  of  quinine  through  the  animal 
tissues,  being  a  continuation  of  that  relative  to  chemical  circula- 
tion by  oemotic  action  which  we  noticed  in  our  Review  for  Oct.  1865. 
From  the  results  of  numerous  and  ver}'  carefully  conducted  exper- 
ments,  he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  quinine  when  used,  that  is, 
taken  internally,  "goes  everywhere,"  even  into  the  crystaline  lens, 
and  that  everywhere  it  goes  it  meets  with  the  natural  fluorescent 
substance  like  quinine,  which  most  probably  is  constantly  forming 
and  undergoing  oxidation.  And,  referring  to  its  medicinal  eflfects, 
he  adds: 

"The  incoming  quinine  causes  a  temporary  excess  of  quinine  in 
the  textures.  Probably  it  causes  a  stoppage  of  the  fresh  forma- 
tion of  quinine  from  albumen,  a  temi)orary  arrest  of  the  changes 
going  on,  a  transfer  of  action  probably  to  the  quinine  introduced, 
so  tliat  with  large  doses  deafness  and  great  prostration  and  almost 
imperceptible  pulse  are  produced  in  man,  while  in  guinea-pigs 
death  even  is  caused  b}'  the  extreme  prostration.  In  small  doses 
quinine,  probably  like  alcohol,  gives  an  immediate  stimulus  when 
the  first  chemical  action  takes  place;  but  soon  the  quinine  retards 
the  chemical  changes  in  the  nitrogenous  substances,  just  as  alcohol, 
by  its  secondary  action,  retards  the  chemical  changes  in  the  hydro- 
carbons in  the  different  textures." 

From  the  ascertained  facts,  to- wit:  the  results  arrived  at,  the 
author  looks  forward  to  two  hopeful  prospects — one  the  explana- 
tion and  cure  of  ague,  the  other  the  treatment  of  diseases  in  parts 
of  the  body  external  to  the  blood-vessels,  such  as  the  crystaline 
lens.    We  quote  his  words  in  explanation : 

"].  Assume  that  a  substance  like  quinine  exists  in  health  in 
the  textures,  can  its  rapid  destruction  and  removal  through  the 
action  of  the  marsh-miasm  give  rise  to  ague  ?  Does  quinine  cure 
ague  by  furnishing  a  substance  which  retards  the  changes  which 
go  on  in  the  textures?  And  in  the  well  known  property  of  arsenic 
to  preserve  organic  substances,  have  we  also  the  explanation  of 
its  power  in  curing  ague  ? 

"2.  If  chemical  circulation  can  cany  alkaloids  even  into  the 
non-vascular  tissues,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  medicines 
pass  through  the  blood  and  act  on  the  textures  ? 

"And  is  it  not  most  probable  that  they  take  part  in  every  chem- 
ical change  that  occurs  outside  the  blood  vessels,  as  well  as  in  the 
blood  itself?  Still  further,  may  we  not  expect  that  among  the  mul- 
titude of  new  substances  which  syntlietical  chemistry  is  now  con- 
stantly forming,  some  medicines  may  be  discovered  which  may  not 
only  have  power  to  control  the  excessive  chemical  changes  of  the 
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textures  in  fevers  and  inflammations,  but  may  be  able  to  remove 
the  products  of  insufficient  chemical  action,  even  in  those  diseases 
which  affect  the  non-vascular  textures,  as,  for  example,  in  cataract 
and  in  gout  ?" 


Iodine  in  the  Treatment  of  Uterine  LeucorrhcBa. 

The  treatment  of  leucorrhoea  is  a  constant  subject  of  difficulty 
and  vexation  to  the  medical  practitioner.  Although  the  use  of 
various  astringents  will  often  effect  improvement,  yet  this  is  sel- 
dom lasting,  and  the  recurrence  of  the  symptoms  is  a  continual 
source  of  annoyance.  We  have  lately  observed  a  plan  which  is 
being  pui'sued  by  Dr.  Murray  at  the  Great  Northern  Hospital,  and 
which  promises  to  be  a  very  useful  addition  to  our  means  of  treat- 
ment in  this  very  troublesome  condition.  Dr.  Murray  first  ascer- 
tains, by  means  of  the  speculum,  that  the  discharge  proceeds  from 
within  the  uterus.  He  then  introduces  a  small,  short-haired  brush 
(much  like  that  used  for  washing  phials)  by  a  screw-like  motion, 
so  that  the  thick  phlegm-like  layer  on  the  uterine  wall  is  awept  off 
with  every  turn  of  the  brush.  When  this  reaches  the  fundus  he 
steadily  withdraws  it,  charged  as  it  is  with  the  mucous  deposit. 
Its  place  is  then  taken  by  a  gum-elastic  catheter  with  several  aper- 
tures, through  which  is  injected  a  lotion  consisting  of  one  part  of 
the  compound  tincture  of  iodine  to  two  jiarts  of  water.  The  uter- 
ine wall  is  thoroughly  washed  with  this.  The  muscular  contraction 
which  follows  this  injection  is  remarkable,  the  tube  being  tightly 
grasped,  so  that  its  re-iutroductiou  at  the  time  is  extremely  diffi- 
cult. Dr.  Murray  has  reason,  after  an  experience  of  many  cases 
treated  by  tliis  plan,  to  feel  highly  satisfied  with  its  success. 

In  this  connection  the  use  of  iodized  cotton,  suggested  by  Dr. 
Robert  Greenhalgh,  as  an  aj^plication  to  the  cervix  uteri  in  chronic 
inflammatory  enlargements  and  thickenings,  and  in  subinvolution, 
with  or  without  congestion  or  induration  of  tissue,  is  of  interest. 
It  is  prepared  as  follows:  Two  ounces  of  iodide  of  potassium  and 
one  ounce  of  iodine  are  dissolved  in  eight  ounces  of  glycerine,  in 
which  solution  eight  ounces  of  cotton  wool  are  thoroughly  satur- 
ated and  then  carefully  dried.  It  should  be  applied  through  a 
speculum  directly  to  the  cervix  uteri,  using  the  precaution  of 
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securing  it  properly  by  a  silk  thread,  and  should  be  kept  in  posi- 
tion in  the  vagina  for  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours.  Dr. 
Greenhalgh  claims  for  it  the  following  advantages:  It  is  light, 
clean  and  portable;  produces  no  irritation;  destroys  all  foetor;  is 
considerably  stronger  than  the  compound  tincture  of  iodine;  is 
more  readily  absorbed,  and  can  be  kept  for  a  longer  time  in  con- 
tact with  the  diseased  tissues;  and,  moreover,  it  does  not  soil  the 
linen  like  many  of  the  suppositories  and  medicated  appliances  in 
use  for  uterine  aflections. — Lancet,  Jan.  6,  186ti. 


On  a  certain  form  of  Hemoptysis  unassociated  with  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

By  Dr.  Richard  Payne  Cotton,  Physisian  to  the  Hospital  for  Consumption  and 
Diseases  of  the  Chest.  Brompton. 

[That  hemopt3^sis  is  met  with  in  a  very  considerable  number  of 
non-tubercular  cases  is  well  known;  its  occurrence,  however,  always 
suggests  the  presence  of  tubercle  in  the  lung.  There  are  many 
conditions  which  may  give  rise  to  hemopt3^sis.  ] 

In  the  present  instance  I  am  anxious  only  to  draw  attention  to 
a  not  unfrequent,  but,  so  far  as  I  know,  little  recognized  form  of 
non-tubercular  hemoptysis,  met  with  chiefly  in  the  female  sex,  but 
sometimes  also  amongst  males,  generally  in  the  early  period  of  life. 

It  may  simplifj'  my  description  of  this  vai'iety  of  hemoptysis  if 
I  give  a  brief  account  of  two  or  three  cases  in  point. 

A  young  lady,  aged  18,  recently  arrived  from  a  residence  in  one 
of  the  West  India  islands,  was  supposed  to  be  phthisical.  I  was 
requested  to  see  her,  and  report  upon  the  nature  of  her  disease, 
about  which  several  very  conflicting  opinions  had  already  been 
given.  She  was  antemic,  nervous,  and  out  of  health;  had  a  dry 
cough,  but  had  not  become  thinner;  her  catamenia  were  regular, 
but  scanty;  her  appetite  was  capricious;  and  she  had  had  frequent 
hemoptysis,  which  there  was  every  reason  to  believe  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  either  the  mouth  or  fauces.  The  blood,  upon  examina- 
tion, was  found  to  be  thin  and  watery,  of  a  dark  color,  free  from 
coagulum,  unassociated  with  either  bronchial  or  salivary  secretion, 
and  in  general  appearance  much  resembling  a  mixture  of  red- 
curraM  Jelly  and  water.    I  was  informed  that  this  was  its  general 
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character.  Sometimes  it  had  been  considerahle — as  much  as  half 
a  pint  in  twenty-four  hours ;  at  others,  it  would  not  exceed  a  tea- 
spoonful  or  two  during  the  same  pei'iod ;  sometimes  it  would  be 
scarcely  enough  to  tinge  a  pocket-handkerchief,  and  often  it  would 
disappear  for  days  together.  This  state  of  things  had  existed  for 
nearly  two  years,  causing  great  anxiety  to  the  patient  and  her 
friends,  fi'om  a  belief  that  it  was  indicative  of  pulmonary  disease. 
Careful  examination  of  the  chest,  however,  failed  to  elicit  any 
evidence  that  such  was  the  case.  Rest,  change  of  air,  and  tincture 
of  sesqui-chloride  of  iron,  entirely  restored  this  patient  to  health. 
It  is  now  more  than  three  years  since  I  was  consulted,  and  I  heard 
a  short  time  back  that  the  young  lady  was  in  perfect  health. 

A  case  very  similar  to  this  came  under  my  notice  two  years  ago 
in  consultation  with  Mr.  Humpage,  of  Upper  Seymour  street.  A 
young  lady,  aged  24,  had  long  been  delicate,  and  was  supposed  by 
her  family  to  be  consumptive.  She  had  become  thinner;  had  had 
a  dry  cough  for  some  length  of  time ;  and  had  spat  blood.  Upon 
examination,  this  was  found  to  present  an  appearance  very  similar 
to  that  described  in  the  preceding  case;  it  looked,  in  fact,  more 
like  watery  red-currant  jelly  than  anything  else.  As  in  the  other 
patient,  there  were  no  decided  signs  of  tubercular  disease ;  and  we 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  patient  was  not  phthisical.  Time 
has  justified  our  diagnosis;  Mr.  Humpage  having  lately  informed 
me  that  the  young  lady  had,  for  some  months,  lost  the  symptom 
which  had  caused  so  much  alarm,  and  was  in  good  health. 

Another  case,  which  I  shall  even  more  briefly  relate,  came  under 
my  notice  about  eighteen  months  back.  It  was  that  of  a  young 
lady,  12  years  of  age,  of  slender  and  somewhat  delicate  appear- 
ance, but  free  from  every  symptom  of  tubercular  atfection.  Mr. 
J.  N.  Winter,  of  Montpelier  road,  Brighton,  frequently  saw  this 
patient,  and  quite  agreed  with  me  as  to  the  nature  of  her  disease. 
She  first  alarmed  her  parents  by  spitting  up,  just  after  going  to 
bed  one  night,  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood.  This  was  found 
upon  examination  to  be  watery  and  dark  colored — in  fact,  of  the 
thin  red-currant  jelly  character  already  described.  This  symptom 
has  recurred  at  various  intervals  with  more  or  less  intensity,  and 
the  child  still  remains  delicate,  but  without  any  indications  of 
tubercular  disease.    At  the  time  of  her  attacks  her  tonsils  and 
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pharynx  are  somewhat  congested,  her  gums  spongy,  and  her  fingers 
even  have  sometimes  exuded  a  little  water  blood,  just  as  one  some 
times  sees  in  extreme  cases  of  purpura.  It  is  evident  that,  in  this 
instance,  the  blood  escapes  not  only  from  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  respiratory  passages,  but  also  from  that  of  the  throat,  ton- 
sils and  gums. 

Other  cases  of  this  form  of  hemoptysis  have  fallen  under  my 
observation ;  but  I  shall  not  specially  refer  to  them  in  consequence 
of  not  knowing  their  sequel.  At  least  twelve  or  thirteen  have 
happened  in  my  own  wards  in  the  Hospital  for  Consumption. — 
Two  onlj'  of  these  were  males ;  the  rest  were  females,  generally  of 
delicate  and  nervous  appearance,  and  under  the  age  of  30.  Sev- 
eral had  very  suspicious  symptoms  of  phthisis;  but  the  physical 
signs  failed  to  exhibit  any  evidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
and  most  of  them  improved  in  health  under  appropriate  treat- 
ment. In  every  case  the  expectoration  was  of  the  same  general 
character;  and  sometimes  it  was  mixed  more  or  less  with  bron- 
chial mucus,  slightly  tinged  perhaps  with  blood,  and  sometimes 
with  salivary  secretion ;  but  more  frequently  it  was  simply  watery 
blood,  resembling,  as  I  have  described,  a  mixture  of  red-currant 
jelly  with  water. 

The  following  are  the  conclusions  at  which  I  have  arrived  from 

a  consideration  of  the  preceding  notes : 

1st. — There  is  a  form  of  true  hemoptysis  in  which  the  expectora- 
tion is  of  a  dark  color,  and  of  a  more  or  less  watery  consistence, 
bearing  a  close  resemblance  to  a  mixture  of  red-currant  jelly  and 
water. 

2d. — That  such  hemoptysis  is  of  non-tubercular  origin,  and  may 
proceed  from  any  part  of  the  gastro-pulmonary  mucous  membrane. 

3d. — That  it  is  attributable  to  a  morbid  and  fluid  condition  of 
the  blood,  allied,  at  least  in  appearance,  to  that  which  is  met  with 
in  purpui'a  and  scurvy. — Lmicet,  Dec.  2,  1865,  p.  6,18 — Braithicaite's 
Retrospect. 


The  Albumen  of  the  Blood  in  Cholera. 

The  researches  of  M.  Fernaud  Papillon  on  the  chemical  and 
physical  constitution  of  the  blood  in  cholera  have  been  published 
in  the  Journal  de  VAnatomie,  (No.  2)  and  deserve  the  notice  of  the 
profession.    His  observations  on  the  nature  of  the  albumen  re- 
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moved  from  the  blood  of  cholera  patients  during  the  algide  period 
show  that  the  fluid  differs  materially  from  the  normal  albumen. 
The  albumen  was  separated  from  the  corpuscles  by  repeated  filtra- 
tions.  The  following  are  the  results  of  M.  Papillon's  experiments : 
(1.)  This  albumen,  placed  for  four  days  in  water,  became  neither 
hydrated  nor  swollen;  it  remained  just  as  it  was  when  first  added, 
although  ordinary  albumen  is  either  dissolved  or  swells  up  under 
the  same  circumstances.  (2.)  It  does  not  dissolve  in  potash  or 
soda,  even  at  an  elevated  temperature,  although  ordinary  albumen 
is  soluble  in  these  reagents,  even  at  ordinary  temperatures.  (3.) 
When  treated  with  hydrochloric  acid,  it  slowly  dissolves,  and  the 
solution,  instead  of  having  the  usual  deep-violet  color,  is  only 
faintly  tinted.  (4. )  At  the  ordinary  temperatures,  common  albu- 
men decomposes  rapidly  a  mixture  of  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids, 
nitrous  vapors  being  disengaged.  Choleraic  albumen  does  not  do 
so  at  the  ordinary  temperature.  Ordinary  albumen  is  very  rapidly 
dehydrated  by  sulphuric  acid ;  the  choleraic  albumen  is  affected 
only  after  a  long  exposure. — Lancet. 


On  the  Treatment  of  Diphtheria  with  Hyposulphite  of  Soda. 

BY  J.   CLARKSON  MAYNARD,  ESQ.,  AVISBEACH. 

On  first  visiting  a  case,  if  not  very  far  advanced,  and  in  which 
only  a  few  spots  are  visible,  the  throat  is  dressed  twice  a-day  out 
with  a  strong  solution  of  the  hyposulphite  of  soda,  viz:  3iij.  of 
the  hyposulphite,  glycerine  3ij.,  with  3vj.  of  water.  This  gen- 
erally removes  the  incipient  exudation  in  forty-eight  hours,  some 
times  in  less.  But  if  the  case  is  an  advanced  one  and  the  parasite 
plant  is  making  rapid  strides,  we  wash  the  throat  well  out  with 
warm  water,  by  means  of  one  of  Maw's  flexible  syringes.  This  is 
alike  agreeable  and  most  beneficial  to  the  patient.  The  affected 
parts  are  then  dressed  with  the  strong  solution,  and  a  gargling  of 
3ss.  of  the  hyposulphite  to  half  a  pint  of  water,  with  §ss.  of  gly- 
cerine, is  given,  to  be  used  every  hour. 

The  effect  of  the  solution  upon  the  exudation  is  most  marked. 
It  appears  to  solidify  and  dry  up  the  false  membrane,  and  when 
the  syringe  is  again  used,  which  is  to  be  frequently  done,  the  force 


14 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


of  water  will,  if  not  completely,  nearly  entirely  wash  it  away. 
The  exudation  in  this  way  seldom  or  ever  reforms,  and  the  patient 
makes  comparatively  a  rapid  recovery.  In  cases  of  a  graver  char- 
acter, and  where  there  is  a  larger  collection  than  usual  of  inspis- 
sated mucus,  we  clear  out  the  posterior  nares  by  means  of  a  pow- 
erful curved  leaden  syringe  which  is  introduced  into  the  nostril. 
In  the  putrid  stage,  and  when  the  unpleasant  odor  from  the  throat 
is  very  offensive,  a  small  quantity  of  Condy's  disinfecting  fluid 
added  to  the  water  with  which  we  syringe  the  part  has  proved  of 
great  advantage.  I  may  add  that  from  half  a  gallon  to  a  gallon 
of  warm  water  ought,  certainly  in  bad  cases,  to  be  thrown  into  the 
throat  three  or  four  times  a  day.  The  ext.  belladonnaj  applied 
externally  has  proved  very  useful  where  there  has  been  much 
swelling. 

In  cases  of  very  young  children  where  it  is  difficult  to  dress  and 
get  at  the  throat,  we  give  the  hyposulphate  internally,  from  gr.  j. 
to  gr.  iij.  every  four  hours,  and  allow  them  to  swallow  the  gargle, 
which,  by  the  way,  they  very  frequently  do  without  permission. 
Dr.  Tubbs  informs  me  he  is  now  giving  to  adults  gr.  viij.  every 
four  hours.  Port  wine,  beef-tea,  brandy,  and  bark  are,  of  course, 
given  in  suitable  quantities,  and  in  cases  where  there  was  much 
prostration  we  have  occasionally  thrown  up,  with  very  satisfactory 
results,  an  enema  of  port  wine,  beef-tea  and  isingglass  — Medical 
Times  and  Gazette,  Dec.  30,  1865 — Braithwaite's  Retrospect. 


Memorandum  for  the  Information  of  Persons  desirous  of  enterimj 
the  Medical  Corps  of  the  Army. — [Extracts  from  laws  of  the  United 
States.]    Act  of  Congress  approved  July,  1866. 

"Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army  shall  hereafter  consist  of  one  Surgeon  General. 
*  *  *  Oae  Assistant  Surgeon  General.  *  *  *  One  Chief 
Medical  Purveyor  and  four  Assistant  Medical  Purveyors.  *  *  * 
Sixty  Surgeons,  with  the  rank,  pay  and  emoluments  of  Majors  of 
Cavalry.  One  hundred  and  liffcy  Assistant  Surgeons,  with  the 
rank,  pay  and  emoluments  of  First  Lieutenants  of  Cavalry,  for  the 
first  three  years'  service,  and  with  the  rank,  pay  and  emoluments 
of  Captains  of  Cavalry  after  three  years'  service,  *  *  *  and 
all  the  original  A^acancies  in  the  grade  of  Assistant  Surgeons  shall 
be  filled  by  selection  by  examination." 
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The  number  of  vacancies  now  existing  in  tlae  Medical  Corps  of 
the  tJ.  S.  Army  is  sixty,  forty-six  of  which  are  original  vacancies 
created  by  the  Act  of  Congress  approved  July  28,  186G,  as  quoted 
above. 

All  candidates  for  appointments  in  the  Medical  Corps,  must 
apply  to  the  Surgeon  General,  U.  S.  A.rmy,  for  an  invitation  to 
appear  before  the  Medical  Examiaing  Board.  The  application 
must  be  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  candidate,  stating  age  and 
birth  place,  and  be  accompanied  by  testimonials  from  Professors  of 
the  College  in  which  he  graduated,  or  from  other  physicians  of 
good  repute.  If  the  candidate  has  been  in  the  medical  service  of 
the  army  during  the  war,  the  fact  should  be  stated,  together  with 
his  former  rank,  and  time  and  place  of  service,  and  testimonials  as 
to  qualifications  and  character  from  the  officers  with  whom  he  has 
served  should  also  be  forwarded. 

Candidates  must  be  graduates  of  some  regular  medical  college, 
proof  of  which  must  be.  submitted  to  the  Board  before  examina- 
tion. 


Medical  Education  is  the  subject  everywhere  selected  on  wbicli  to  base  a  dis- 
course upon  lecture  terns  in  colleges,  advantage  of  public  over  private  instruc- 
tion, capacity  of  teachers,  preliminary  preparation,  length  of  term  of  study,  board 
of  censors  for  granting  diplomas,  etc.,  etc.  It  is  proposed  to  omit  all  these  topics 
for  the  present,  and  show  that  a  different  use  can  be  made  of  the  same  text.  It  is 
popularly  regarded  as  education  for  a  yoimg  man  to  pursue  the  usual  collegiate 
course  and  graduate,  and  that  no  other  plan  than  this  can  educate  him.  To  read 
the  old  writers  among  the  Greeks,  and  Cicero,  Virgil,  Sallust  and  Ca;sar  among 
the  Latins,  is  certainly  regarded  as  essential  to  education.  In  the  same  way  med- 
ical education  seems  to  be  looked  upon  as  dependent  upon  the  lecture  course,  the 
eminence  of  the  Professors  and  the  standing  and  attainment  of  the  private  pre- 
ceptor, and  to  consist  in  what  a  young  man  learns  the  few  years  l)efore  he  receives 
his  diploma.  We  hope  to  correct  this  view  in  own  minds  so  far  as  it  is  enter- 
tained from  long  habit  of  thought  and  feeling,  and  show  how  we  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  education  is  not  the  growth  of  a  few  years'  juvenile  pupilage  at 
a  literary  or  medical  college,  but  rather  the  product  of  a  life  of  study  and  obser- 
vation. 
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Physicians  are  constantly  writing  and  talking  about  the  deficiencies  in  our  plans 
of  medical  education,  of  the  low  standard  of  attainment  and  of  the  easy  admis- 
sion of  young  men  to  the  toils  and  honors  of  our  profession.  Has  it  ever  occurred 
to  them  that  the  young  man  of  smallest  attainment  and  the  young  man  of  the 
greatest,  are  separated  from  each  other  only  by  a  difference  so  small  that  a  few 
months  of  study  can  change  the  scale?  Have  they  ever  observed  the  boy  who 
graduated  with  the  highest  college  honors  a  few  years  later  in  life,  outdone  and 
excelled  by  the  one  who  had  no  class  rank  at  all,  or  even  by  some  aspirant  for 
excellence  not  at  all  "to  the  manor  born" — some  untutored  boy,  whose  later  life 
was  given  to  study  and  thought?  That  early  training,  early  education,  affords 
the  possessor  advantages  cannot  be  denied;  that  preliminary  qualification  is 
almost  essential  for  great  enterprises,  or  high  attainments  in  scientific  or  profes- 
sional life,  will  be  readily  conceded,  and  much  of  what  is  said  about  medica' 
education  is  not  only  true,  but  demands  attention  and  action ;  so  while  we  make 
no  attack  upon  others'  views,  we  still  have  a  few  words  of  our  own  to  add. 

There  is  much  talk  about  attainment  in  students  before  being  admitted  to  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  but  who  speaks  about  our  attainments  and  means  of  culture  when 
once  fairly  passed  the  examining  board?  The  knowledge  of  a  young  man  when  he 
has  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  is  only  supposed  to  be  the 
mere  rudiments  of  his  profession;  it  is  never  anjthing  greater.  He  has  just 
learned  how  to  learn,  and  obtains  the  legal  right  to  use  what  he  knows.  If  this 
fact  can  be  impressed  upon  him,  it  will  be  worth  more  than  any  other  view  he  can 
have  of  himself.  In  after  life  we  obtain  our  medical  education,  and  the  physician 
who  considers  and  acts  upon  the  belief  that  he  has  completed  it  at  graduation,  is 
a  quack  all  his  life,  though  his  diploma  screen  him  from  passing  by  his  true  name. 
Young  men  receive  the  credentials  of  some  medical  college,  acknowledged  to  be 
only  certificates  of  having  studied  medicine  three  years,  and  attended  lectures  as 
prescribed  by  law,  and  they  pass  into  the  practice  of  medicine,  they  are  regarded 
as  physicians,  and  receive  the  confidence  of  the  community  as  .such,  almost 
regardless  of  other  facte  in  relation  to  them.  In  this,  the  community  betray  their 
inability  to  judge,  their  ignorance  of  the  essential  grounds  upon  which  confidence 
is  based,  and  generally  accept  the  fact  of  graduation  as  proof  of  qualification. 
This  is  perhaps  all  right  in  most  instances,  in  all  cases  where  the  credentials  have 
been  fairly  earned.  Years  of  study,  years  of  thought  and  reflection,  of  investiga- 
tion and  comparison,  are  the  only  means  of  perfecting  in  any  degree  our  knowledge 
of  disease  and  its  best  means  of  relief  or  cure ;  and  he  who  graduates  in  medicine 
and  ever  after  pursues  his  profession  as  a  trade,  estimating  his  success  by  the 
amount  of  his  professional  income,  and  devoting  his  energies  to  various  and 
diverse  objects,  rather  than  to  the  study  of  his  profession,  is  not  a  physician,  and 
should  no  more  be  allowed  to  practice  liis  art,  than  should  the  ignorant  pretender, 
who,  stationed  by  his  side,  compounds  mixtures  of  indescribable  virtues,  or  vends 
indiscernable  morsels.  It  is  no  use  for  us  to  pretend  we  are  physicians  because 
we  have  received  diplomas;  calling  a  man  Doctor,  does  not  make  him  a  physi- 
cian— giving  him  a  diploma,  does  not  prevent  him  from  being  a  quack. 
Partial  knowledge — knowledge  simply  of  the  proper  dose  and  usual  effects  of  a 
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few  medicinal  substances,  and  of  conditions  of  the  system  in  which  they  may  not 
generally  do  much  harm,  if  administered,  has  long  enough  insured  the  possessor 
the  honorable  title  of  Doctor,  without  fear  of  contradiction;  until  so  common  and 
so  easily  obtained  distinction  comes  at  last  to  be  almost  a  disgrace. 

The  real  reason,  then,  that  our  standard  in  medical  education  is  low,  must  be 
looked  for  not  altogether  in  prcliminaiy  qualification  and  easy  graduation,  though 
this  is  powerful  in  degrading  professional  rank,  but  that  other  influence  of 
which  wo  speak,  overshadows  all  other  influences,  and  is  the  directing  hand  which 
has  guided  our  professional  course  so  nearly  upon  the  level  with  empiricism  and 
charlatanry.  If  there  cannot  be  awakened  in  physicians  generally  a  greater  love 
of  knowledge,  and  a  firmer  purpose  to  pursue  it  from  a  better  estimate  of  the 
value  of  truth;  if  those  who  practice  physic  cannot  learn  to  separate  truth  from 
error  with  discerning  hand,  and  dare  to  speak  it,  then  our  standard  must  continue 
low ;  it  must  continue  low  until  those  who  bear  it,  seek  its  elevation  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  everything  else — commerce,  trade,  manufacturing,  politics,  pleasure,  every- 
thing, and  then  the  standard  of  medical  education  will  not  remain  low,  even  though 
graduation  is  easy  and  medical  colleges  bestow  their  honors  almost  gratuitously. 

It  will  not  be  inferred  from  our  remarks  that  we  would  underrate  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  young  physician ;  on  the  contrary  we  believe  that  often  times  gradua- 
tion is  the  point  of  highest  attainment  ever  reached,  and  that  from  it  by  a  grad- 
ually descending  scale  he  grows  to  know  more  of  everything  else  and  less  of 
medicine — bestows  attention  to  his  profession  sufficient  only  to  imbibe  and  adopt 
error,  and  never  scrutinizes  his  opinions,  or  considers  the  grounds  upon  which 
they  are  based;  experience  has  great  advantages,  but  it  is  liable  to  confirm  error, 
as  well  as  to  establish  truth. 

Ever  faithful  janitors  may  guard  the  entrance  to  our  profession,  but  beyond 
the  doors  are  various  highways  opened  up  for  the  traveler;  and  facts  war- 
rant the  belief,  that  within  its  barred  gates,  as  without,  ignorance,  cupidity  and 
quackery  are  found  in  almost  uniform  proportions.  We  have  sometimes  thought 
diplomas  were  screens  for  ignorance  and  incapacity,  rather  than  indices  of  merit 
and  worth,  and  that  if  wholly  abandoned  would  leave  the  public  to  protect  them- 
selves by  better  discrimination,  and  physicians  to  earn  their  honors  by  industry 
and  effort.  At  present  they  prove  nothing,  and  those  best  acquainted  with  their 
value,  accept  them  only  for  what  they  are  worth ;  simply  placing  a  man  in  the 
way  of  being  a  trae  physician  and  little  else.  We  shall  be  happy  to  see  dis- 
covered some  plan  of  remedy  for  the  evils  which  prevail  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  and  if  more  stringent  and  impartial  examinations  will  prove  the  specific, 
all  hail!  but  if  on  the  contrary  it  shall  appear  that  our  system  of  making  physi- 
cians by  giving  certificates  of  study,  is  all  a  farce  and  delusion,  and  that  those 
only  are  true  physicians  who  devote  their  attention,  thought  and  efl'ort  to  obtain- 
ing medical  knowledge,  then  also,  all  hail!  for  the  whole  world  of  medicine 
requires  regeneration.  It  is  not  proposed,  however,  to  change  the  plan  of  instruc- 
tion, to  find  any  fault  with  its  general  operation,  or  to  indicate  any  other  system 
or  standard;  it  is  only  to  give  utterance  to  some  general  and  pretty  well  under- 
stood facts,  hoping  that  good  may  grow  out  of  a  frank  expression  of  truths  which 
in  themselves  are  quite  familiar  to  all  careful  observers. 
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A  Practical  Treatise  on  Urinary  and  Renal  Diseases,  including  urinary  deposits, 
illustrated  by  numerous  cases  and  engravings.    By  William  Roberts,  M.  D.,  , 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London;  Physician  to  the  Manches- 
ter Royal  Infirmary;  Lecturer  on  Medicine  in  the  Manchester  School  of  Medi-  j 
cine.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea,  18Gf).  | 

Pathologists,  chemists  and  physiologists,  have  recently  devoted  much  attention  j 
to  diseases  of  the  kidneys,  composition  of  urine,  microscopical  appearances  of  | 
urinary  deposits,  functions  of  the  kidneys,  and  morbid  changes  observed  to  take  I 
place  in  their  structure,  in  disease,  as  well  as  their  minute  anatomy  and  natural  , 
function  in  health.  Any  correct  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  these  organs  is  of  ] 
comparatively  recent  date,  except  so  far  as  some  functional  disturbances  may  have  i 
been  observed  and  their  influence  observed  upon  the  general  system  known.  The  ' 
organic  diseases  of  these  organs  have  been  little  understood  until  the  observations  ; 
of  Bright,  Prout,  and  more  recently  a  host  of  others,  who  have  directed  attention  to  | 
this  class  of  diseases  and  shown  the  nature,  causes,  morbid  changes,  and  effects 
upon  the  system  generally  of  defective  or  suspended  function  in  these  glands. —  1 
The  author  has  divided  his  work  into  three  parts,  the  first  showing  the  1 
physical  and  chemical  properties  of  the  urine,  the  various  alterations  which  it  I 
undergoes  under  different  circumstances  of  health  and  disease,  the  methods  of  ; 
examining  the  urine  for  clinical  purposes  and  the  significance  of  the  changes 
observed;  the  natural  and  microscopical  appearances  of  urinai-y  deposits  are  ' 
described  and  figured,  together  with  the  extraneous  matters  which  accidentally  ■ 
find  their  way  into  the  urine.  The  second  part  treats  of  urinary  diseases —  i 
diabetes  insipidus,  diabetes  melletus,  gravel  and  calculus,  and  chylous  urine.  , 
The  organic  diseases  of  the  kidney  form  the  third  division  of  the  work,  and  this 
is  the  most  important  and  valuable.  He  says,  "the  present  moment  is  not  favor- 
able for  a  lucid  description  of  Bright's  disease  and  its  allies.  Not  only  is  there  a  ^ 
wide  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  clinical  grouping  of  the  cases,  but  the  re-  | 
searches  of  the  last  three  years  indicate  a  necessity  for  a  complete  revision  of  our  ; 
previous  notions  regarding  the  minute  anatomy  and  the  functions  of  the  kidneys. 
The  observations  of  Henle,  and  of  the  numerous  inquirers  who  have  followed  him,  ' 
have  shown  that  the  course  and  structure  of  the  uriniferous  tubes  are  far  less  i 
simple  than  has  been  hitherto  supposed;  and  the  experiments  of  Oppler,  Perls, 
and  especially  of  Zalesky,  challenge  the  very  basis  of  the  current  opinion  of  the  ' 
functions  of  the  kidneys,  and  send  us  back  to  the  older  view,  that  the  special  | 
ingredients  of  the  urine — urea  and  uric  acid — are  actually  formed  by  the  kidneys,  ■ 
and  not  merely  seperated  by  them  from  the  blood."  j 

The  author  has  embodied  the  views  and  opinions  of  the  best  authors  upon  1 

urinary  diseases  with  his  own  experience  and  practical  knowledge  of  their  nature,  ! 

causes  and  treatment,  and  the  woi'k  as  thus  comprised  is  a  very  valuable  addition  ' 

to  the  standard  English  literature  upon  these  subjects.  j 
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The  Beacon;  or  a  Warning  to  Young  and  Old.    By  William  M.  Cornell,  M.  D. 
L.L.  D. 

"  This  book  is  not  written  for  the  medical  profession,"  and  consequently  it  will 
not  be  reviewed  with  that  scrutiny  it  might  otherwise  receive.  It  represents  self- 
abuse  as  oftentimes  the  cause  of  epilepsy,  consumption,  idiocy  and  insanity,  and 
contains  chapters  upon  hereditary  transmission  of  disease,  management  of  child- 
ren, causes  of  nervous  diseases,  etc.  It  appears  to  be  a  sort  of  medico-moral 
treatise,  illustrated  by  cases  and  enforced  by  "practical  remarks,"  showing  the 
evils  of  self-abuse,  nowhere  omitting  the  central  truth  that  the  author  has  cured  a 
great  many  similar  cases,  and  makes  it  a  "speciality"  to  treat  nervous  diseases, 
which  are  shown  to  include  all  or  almost  all  the  maladies  which  prevail  among 
mankind.  He  says:  "All  kinds  of  convulsions,  everything  connected  with  neu- 
ralgia, St.  Vitus'  dance,  spasms,  contractions  and  expansions  of  the  muscles, 
consumption,  etc.,  etc.,  all  are  the  effects  of  nervous  influence;  and  hence,  most  of 
our  diseases  may  pftperly  bo  said  to  be  nervous."  Our  readers  will  see  at  a  glance 
what  limitless  number  of  diseases  receive  the  "special"  attention  of  a  physician 
who  has  devoted  years  to  tho  study  and  treatment  of  only  one  class. 


The  Medical  Register  of  the  City  of  New  York,  for  the  year  commencing  June  1, 
1866,  published  under  the  supervision  of  the  New  York  Medico-Historical 
Society.  Guido  Furman,  M.  D.,  Editor.  Edw'd  O.  Jenkins,  20  North  William 
street,  1866. 

Tho  fourth  annual  edition  of  this  valuable  little  work  is  promptly  on  our  table. 
Although  an  immense  amount  of  labor  is  necessary  in  compiling  and  arranging  a 
book  of  this  kind,  the  author  has  succeeded  in  furnishing  a  complete  medical 
directory  of  the  various  Societies,  Colleges  and  Hospitals,  together  with  the  residence 
and  location  of  all  the  regular  physicians  both  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn. 
To  this  is  added  the  State  Medical  Society  and  most  of  the  County  Societies 
throughout  Ihe  State. 

The  author  says  that  "  it  had  been  his  intention  to  furnish  the  name  and  resi- 
dence of  the  ofBcers  and  members  of  each  and  every  Medical  Society  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  owing  to  neglect  of  answering  circulars  addressed  to  officers 
and  members  of  every  society  he  was  unable  to  give  all." 

This  book  emphatically  speaks  for  itself,  for  it  is  rare  to  find  so  much  informa- 
tion contained  in  so  small  a  space.  It  is  a  work  indispensable  to  the  physicians 
of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and  highly  useful  to  the  profession  throughout  the 
State. 


On  Spermatorrhoea.  Its  causes,  symptomatology,  pathology,  prognosis,  diagno- 
sis and  treatment.  By  Robert  Baiithoi.ow,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physics 
and  Medical  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  College '■of  Ohio;  Lecturer  on  Clinical 
Medicine  and  Physician  to  St.  John's  Hospital,  Cincinnati;  formerly  Assistant 
Surgeon  (Captain)  U.  S.  Array,  etc.,  etc.  New  York:  William  Wood  &  Co., 
61  Walker  street,  1866. 

Owing  undoubtedly  to  the  aversion  which  competent  physicians  entertain 
towards  so  disagreeable  and  to  a  certain  degree  disreputable  subject  as  sperma- 
torrhoea, but  few  special  treatises  on  its  pathology  and  treatment  of  a  reputable  char- 
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acter  have  been  placed  before  the  profession,  and  it  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  call 
attention  to  such  a  judiciously  conceived  and  well  executed  monograph  as  that  of 
Dr.  Bartholow. 

The  writer  justly  considers  the  disease  essentially  as  a  deranged  functional 
state  of  the  spinal  system,  and  that  the  lesions  of  the  prostatic  portion  of  the 
urethra  and  seminal  ducts  as  an  accidental  complication,  in  opposition  to  the  long 
established  views  of  Lallomand,  who  regarded  as  spermatorrhfca  an  inflammation 
of  the  prostatic  portion  of  the  urethra  and  the  seminal  ducts,  for  the  treatment  of 
which  he  introduced  the  porte-caustic.  Dr.  Bartholow  rejects  the  practice  of 
cauterization  entirely,  and  would  justify  its  use  only  in — 

let. — Those  cases  in  which  chronic  inflammatory  changes  exist  as  a  complica- 
tion of  sjiermatorrhcca,  and 

2d. — Those  in  which  the  moral  effect  of  the  application  is  desirable.  In  the 
medical  treatment  the  author's  efforts  are  directed  to  the  improvement  of  the  gen- 
eral health  by  the  administration  of  tonics  in  combination  with  the  anaphro- 
disiacs,  among  which  he  considers  bromide  of  potassium  as  the  best. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 


Manual  of  Materia  Modica  and  Therapeutics;  being  an  abridgment  of  the  late 
Dr.  Pereira's  Elements  of  Materia  Medica,  by  Frederic  John  Farre,  M.  D., 
Cantab  ,  F.  L.  S.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London,  etc., 
assisted  by  Robert  Bentley,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  P.  L.,  Honorary  Fellow  of  King's  Col- 
lege, London,  etc.,  and  by  Robert  Warington,  F.  R.  S.,  P.  C.  S.,  Chemical 
Operator  to  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  and  Vice  President  of  the  Chemical 
Society.  Edited,  with  numerous  references  to  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
many  other  additions,  by  Horatio  C.  Wood,  jr.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Botany, 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Auxiliary  Faculty  of  Medicine;  Member  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society;  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Nat- 
ural Sciences;  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia;  Corres- 
ponding Member  of  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Natural  History,  etc.,  etc.,  with 
two  hundred  and  thirty-six  wood  engravings.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea. 

A  Manual  of  the  Principles  of  Surgery,  based  on  Pathology,  for  Students.  By 
William  Caxxiff,  Licentiate  of  the  Medical  Board  of  Upper  Canada;  M.  D. 
of  the  University  of  New  York:  M.  B.  C.  S.,  England;  formerly  House  Sur- 
geon to  the  Seamen's  Hospital,  New  York;  for  some  time  A.  A.  Surgeon  to  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  forces;  late  Professor  of  General  Pathology  and  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery,  Univ.  Victoria  College,  C.  W. ;  and  for  a  short 
time  A.  A.  Surgeon  to  the  U.  S.  Army.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiaton. 

A  Guide  to  the  Practical  Study  of  Diseases  of  the  Bye;  with  an  outline  of  their 
Medical  and  Operative  Treatment.  By  James  Dixon,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Surgeon  to 
the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Moorfields.  From  the  third  London 
edition.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 

Asiatic  Cholera;  a  Treatise  on  its  Origin,  Pathology,  Treatment,  and  Cure.  By 
E.  Whitney,  M.  D.,  and  A.  B.  Whitney,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  late  Physician  and 
Surgeon  to  Dlsoa.ses  of  Women  in  the  North-Western  Dispensary,  Visiting  Phy- 
sician, etc.    New  York:  M.  W.  Dodd,  Publisher,  606  Broadway. 

Clinical  Lectures  by  Prof.  A.  von  Graefe,  on  Amblyopia  and  Amaurosis,  and  the 
Extraction  of  Cataract.    Translated  from  the  German  by  Hasket  Derby,  M.  D. 
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The  Hunterian  Ligation  of  Arteries  to  Relievo  and  to  Prevent  Destructive  Inflam- 
mation; by  Henry  F.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Disinfectants;  by  E.  R.  Squibb,  M.  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Optical  Defects  of  the  Eye,  and  their  Treat- 
ment by  the  Sciontilic  use  of  Spectacles.    By  A.  M.  Rosebrugh,  M.  0.,  Toronto. 

Epidemic  Cholera;  its  Pathology  and  Treatment.  By  A.  B.  Palmer,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Pathology,  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  of  Hygiene,  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  etc. 

On  Excision  of  the  Superior  Maxilla;  report  of  a  case  with  remarks  on  certain 
Tumors  of  this  Bone.    By  Wm.  R.  Whitehead,  M.  D.,  (Univ.  of  Paris.) 

Annual  Announcement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
for  the  Session  of  186G-67. 

Transactions  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society,  at  its  Sixteenth  Annual  Ses- 
sion, held  at  Indianapolis,  May  15th,  16th  and  12th,  1866. 

Seventh  Annual  Announcement  of  Miami  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  for  the 
Session  of  1866-67. 

Transactions  of  the  Vermont  Medical  Society,  for  the  year  1865. 

Prospectus  of  the  Course  of  Instruction  in  the  Humbolt  Medical  College,  (Saint 
Louis,  Mo.)    Winter  Session  commencing  Sept.  17,  1866. 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York.  Medical  Department  of  Colum- 
bia College.    Annual  Announcement.    Sixtieth  Session,  1866-7. 

University  of  New  York— Medical  Department — Annual  Announcement  of  Lec- 
tures— Session  1866-67. 

Annual  Announcement  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  the  McGill  University, 
Montreal,  for  the  Thirty-third  Session,  1865-66. 


Extracts  from  Report  of  Deaths  in  the  City  of  Buffalo,  for  the 
month  of  August,  1866. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  from  disease,  146.    In  addition  to  the  above,  4  still^ 
born  were  reported  in  the  city. 
Sex.— Males,  89;  females,  61.    Total,  l60. 

Nativities. — United  States,  108;  German  States,  17;  Ireland,  11;  England,  5; 
France,  1;  Canada,  4;  unknown,  4. 

By  whom  Certified. — By  regular  physicians  at  public  institutions,  21;  do.  in 
city  at  large,  70;  by  irregular  practitioners,  22;  by  coroner,  18;  by  undertakers, 
19.    Total,  150. 

Causes  op  Death. — Accident,  4;  do.  by  drowning,  7;  apoplexy,  cerebral,  3; 
brain,  congestion  of,  2;  do.  softening  of,  2;  cancer,  1;  cholera  infantum,  22;  chol- 
era morbus,  3;  cirrhosis  of  liver,  2;  consumption,  15;  convulsions,  5;  diarrhoea, 
23;  disease  of  the  brain,  1;  do.  of  heart,  3;  do.  of  spine,  2;  do.  of  stomach,  1; 
diphtheria,  1;  dropsy,  general,  2;  do.  abdominal,  1;  dysentery,  2;  cpile])sy,  1; 
fever,  typhoid,  7;  haemorrhage  from  uterus,  1;  inflammation  of  brain  and  menin- 
ges, 7;  inflammation  of  lungs,  4;  do.  of  stomach,  1;  do.  of  womb,  1;  intemper 
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ance,  1 ;  jaundice,  1 ;  marasmus,  5 ;  measles.  2 ;  murder,  2 ;  obstruction  of  bowels, 
1;  old  age,  4;  paralysis,  1;  small  pox,  1;  syphilis,  2;  ulceration  of  bowels,  1; 
unknown,  1.    Total  deaths  from  disease,  146.    Still-born,  3. 

Mortality  from  cholera  infantum  in  August,  1855,  was  30;  mortality  from  chol- 
era morbus,  7;  mortality  from  diarrhoea,  84. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  in  each  month  of  the 
present  year;  the  number  in  18G5,  and  the  average  of  each  month  for  the  five 
years,  1861  to  1865,  inclusive: 

1865.       1866.  5  y'rs  av. 

January  138          127  132 

■     February,  143          132  122 

March,  113          100  132 

April,   121          123  126 

May,  136         127  127 

June,  116          105  119 

July,  187          138  164 

August,  250         218  224 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  first  eight  months  of  the  present  year  is  170  less 
than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  and  144  less  than  the  average  for 
five  years.  Saxdfokd  Eastman,  M.  D.,  Health  Physician. 


Return  op  Professor  James  P.  Wuite. — We  are  invited  to  announce  that 
Prof.  White  is  on  his  return  voyage,  and  will  be  in  Buffalo  in  time  to  deliver  his 
usual  course  of  lectures  upon  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children 
in  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  the  approaching  winter. 


We  see  it  stated  that  since  the  brief  campaign  in  which  Prussia  has  been  so 
triumphant,  Austria  has  joined  tho  Association  for  the  relief  of  sufifering  on  the 
battle-field.  It  will  be  remembered  that  before  the  war  she  was  the  only  Chris- 
tian nation  of  Europe  which  held  back  from  joining  this  truly  humane  organiza- 
tion. 


Dublin,  July  19,  1806. 
Typhus  and  Ttphoid  FEVERS.-^At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion, Dr.  Henry  Kennedy  brought  fonvard  a  number  of  interesting  cases,  where 
the  symptoms  of  typhus  and  typhoid  (or  enteric)  fever  were  so  mixed  that  it  was 
impossible  to  say  under  which  disease  the  patient  was  laboring.  Dr.  Kennedy 
used  these  cases  in  support  of  opinions,  long  held,  and  often  expressed  by  him. 
that  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers  were  only  varieties  of  a  disease  produced  by  one 
common  poison;  and  that  the  diseases  were  not  specifically  different.  He  also 
detailed  cases  supporting  the  same  views,  where  the  typhus  and  typhoid  forms  of 
fever  had  arisen  in  different  members  of  the  same  family  at  the  same  time. 
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Exchange  Journals. 

The  following  Journals  are  regularly  received  in  exchange: 

London  Lancet— Editors,  J.  H.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  T.  Wakely,  jr.,  M.  R.  C.  S.  E. 

Braithwaito's  Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Surgery.  New  York :  VV.  A. 
Townsend,  434  Broome  street. 

The  Ophthalmic  Review,  edited  by  .1.  Z.  Lawrence  and  Thomas  Winslow, 
London. 

American  .Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  edited  by  Isaac  Hays,  M.  D. 

Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited  by  Samuel  L.  Abbott,  M.  D.  and 
James  C.  White,  M.  D. 

The  American  Journal  of  Ini5anity,  edited  hj  the  officers  of  the  New  York 
State  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  New  York  Medical  Journal. 

The  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  edited  by  Edward  B.  Stevens,  M.  D. 
and  John  A.  Murphy,  M.  U. 

The  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited  by  M.  L.  Linton,  M.  D.  and 
Frank  W.  White,  M.  D. 

The  Medical  Record. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Journal. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Examiner,  edited  by  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D.. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  edited  by  S.  W.  Bntler,  M.  D. 

The  Cincinnati  Journal  of  Medicine,  edited  by  George  C.  Blackman,  M.  D., 
Theophilus  Parvin,  M.  D.  and  Roberts  Bartholow,  M.  D. 

The  Richmond  Medical  Journal,  edited  by  E.  S.  Gaillard,  M.  D.  and  W.  S.  Mc- 
Chesney,  M.  D. 

The  Savannah  Journal  of  Medicine,  edited  by  Juria  Harris,  M.  D.,  J.  B.  Read, 
M.  D.  and  J.  G.  Thomas,  M.  D. 

The  Medical  Reporter,  edited  by  J.  S.  B.  Alleyne,  M.  D.  and  O.  F,  Potter, 
M.  D. 

The  Detroit  Reyiew  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  edited  by  George  T.  Andrews, 
M.  D.,  S.  T.  Duffield,  M.  D.  and  E.  W.  Jenks,  M.  D. 

Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited  by  J.  G.  Westmoreland,  M.  D. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  Monthly,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  edited  by  Frank  A.  Ramsay, 
M.  D.,  D.  D.  Saunders,  M.  D.,  E.  Mills  Willett,  M.  D.  and  William  H.  White, 
M.  D. 

Southern  Journal  of  Me Jical  Sciences,  edited  by  E,  D.  Turner,  M.  D.,  D.  Warren 

Brickell,  M.  D.  and  C.  Beard,  M.  D. 

The  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  and  Prrss,  edited  by  Henry  Gibbons, 
M.  D.  .  J         J  » 

The  Galveston  Medical  Journal,  edited  by  Greenvill  Dowell,  M.  D. 
The  New  Orleans  Medical  Record,  a  semi-monthly  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Science.^,  edited  by  Bennett  Dowler,  M.  D.  and  S.  R.  Chambers,  M,  D. 
The  American  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  edited  by  William  Proctor,  jr. 


Medical  News  and  Library,  by  Henry  C.  Lea,  Philadelphia. 

The  Druggist's  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette;  The  Journal  of  Materia  Medica, 
by  Joseph  Bates,  M.  D.  and  H.  A.  Tilden. 

The  Dental  Cosmos,  edited  by  J.  H.  McQuillen,  D.  D.  S.  and  George  J.  Zeigler, 
M.  D. 

The  Atlantic  Monthly,  published  by  Ticknor,  Fields  &  Co.,  Boston. 
Godey's  Lady's  Book,  published  by  Louis  A.  Godey,  Philadelphia. 
The  Herald  of  Health. 

Eclectic  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Philadelphia. 
Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  Cincinnati. 
American  Eclectic  Medical  Review,  New  York. 
Eclectic  Medical  Journal,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Philadelphia  University  Journal. 
Dental  Register,  Cincinnati. 
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Original  Communications. 


ART.  I. —  Verdict  against  an  Apothecary  for  an  alleged  mistake  in 
putting  U2)  a  prescription.    By  J.  R.  Lothrop,  M.  D. 

The  testimony  of  the  Avitnesses  for  the  plaintifi'  made  out  a  case 
as  follows:  Mr.  Farnell,  a  practicing  lawyer  of  Lockport,  N.  Y. , 
feeling  somewhat  ill,  sent  for  Dr.  Clark  of  the  same  city.  This 
happened  sometime  in  October,  1865.  Dr.  Clark  prescribed  in  the 
case,  as  he  alleged,  the  fluid  extract  of  uva  ursi.,  but  when  the 
prescription  was  sent  to  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  Green,  the  clerk  by 
mistake  put  in  the  fluid  extract  of  veratrum  viride  instead,  which 
being  taken  by  the  patient,  caused  alarming  symptoms,  followed 
by  a  serious  illness  of  three  or  four  weeks'  duration,  and  such  a 
serious  impairment  of  health,  as  to  lead  to  a  suit  for  damages  in 
the  sum  of  $10,000.  The  case  being  tried  at  a  term  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  Judge  Grover,  presiding;  the  result  was,  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiflT  for  damages  to  the  amount  of  $800. 

In  order  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  case  it  will  be  necessary' 
to  give  more  of  the  details;  and  we  cannot  do  better  than  to  begin 
with  the  statement  of  Dr.  Clark,  the  first  witness  for  the  plaintilf. 

He  stated,  in  eflTect,  that  being  called  in  October,  1866,  [he  sta- 
ted the  exact  date]  to  attend  Mr.  Farnell  he  found  hira  suffering 
from  a  pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  a  difficult)/  in  urinating, 
and  a  slight  swelling  of  the  epididymis  of  one  testicle.  After  due 
VOL.  6,  NO.  3 — 11. 


80      VERDICT  AGAINST  AN  APOTHECARY.      15Y  J.  R.  LOTHROP,  M.  U. 

reflection  upon  the  case  he  thought  best  to  make  the  following 
^:  Fl.  Ext.  Uva  Ursi  §ss. 
S3T.  simplicis  ^jjss. 
writing  also  on  the  same  paper,  for  several  morphine  powders  of 
(I  think)  J  of  a  grain  each.  He  then  left,  (having  probably  first 
given  directions  about  the  use  and  dose  of  the  above  medicine,  as 
none  were  written  upon  the  prescription,  though  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  he  so  stated.)  About  midnight  he  was  summoned  to 
attend  Mr.  Farnell.  Arriving  at  the  house  he  found  another 
physician.  Dr.  McCoUum,  already  there,  and  the  patient  in  a  con- 
dition which  excited  in  liim  great  alarm.  He  was  pulseless,  cov- 
ered Tvith  a  profuse  cold  sweat,  breathing  with  difficult^-,  unable  to 
speak  because  the  attem2:)t  immediatel}-  brought' on  retching,  beat 
ing  his  breast,  and  withal  exhibiting  a  death-like  pallor  of  face. 
Without  stopping  to  direct  measures  for  the  sick  man's  relief,  or 
rather  leaving  that  matter  to  Dr.  McCollum,  who  had  very  prop- 
erly given  stimulants,  he  at  once  seized  the  bottle  containing  the 
medicine,  to  which  the  patient  by  signs  called  his  attention,  and 
with  that  and  the  prescription  ran  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the 
drug  store.  There  he  ascertained  that  veratrum  viride  was  used  in 
the  prescription  put  up  and  sent  to  Mr.  Farnell.  He  then  -went 
quickly  to  the  house  of  the  patient  again,  knowing  the  cause  of 
the  alarming  trouble  and  prepared  to  act  joroperly.  He  found 
time,  however,  in  his  journe}'  to  and  from  the  drug  store,  to  taste 
the  medicine  and  experience  its  emetic  action  on  the  way.  By  a  free 
use  of  stimulants,  both  b}'  mouth  and  rectum,  the  patient  rallied 
from  his  alarming  prostration,  and  the  doctor  left  him  in  the  earl}^ 
morning,  restored  and  comfortable. 

Sometime  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day  he  was  again  sent  for 
and  found  his  patient  suffering  from  great  abdominal  pain,  tenes- 
mus and  frequent  discharges  of  blood  and  mucus,  in  fact  he  found 
all  the  symptoms  of  dj'sentery.  This  he  treated  energetically,  by 
enemas  of  starch  and  laudanum,  and  after  a  few  days  there  was 
some  imi^rovcment.  In  fine,  the  dj-senteric  trouble  continued 
quite  severely  for  several  days,  and  in  the  whole  lasted  about  three 
weeks,  keeping  his  patient  confined  to  the  house  all  that  time,  and 
nearly  all  that  time  in  bed.  During  this  dj'sentoric  attack  there 
were  not  only  frequent  discharges  of  blood}^  mucus,  but  portions 
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of  mucous  membrane,  so  that,  as  he  stated,  complete  casts 
apparently  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  small  intestines  were 
thrown  out  and  seen  by  him  in  the  vessel.  In  order  to  illustrate 
this,  the  doctor  rolled  a  piece  of  paper  in  the  form  of  a  cylinder 
and  exhibited  it  to  the  jury.  When  his  patient  recovered  from  his 
attack  of  inflammation  of  the  bowels  he  ceased  attendance,  and 
had  never  since  been  called  to  attend  him  professionally. 

It  will  be  observed  above  that  the  condition  of  the  patient  when 
Dr.  Clark  was  first  called  to  attend  him,  is  but  poorly  described. 
When  asked  what  the  urinary  trouble  was  he  said  he  did  not 
know,  and  could  not  state  it  to  the  jury.  The  matter  is  left 
rather  indefinite,  as  to  whether  there  was  much  disturbance  or  not; 
whether  any  excitement  of  pulse  or  not.  The  medicine  intended 
to  be  given,  viz :  uva  ursi,  the  doctor  confessed  was  merely  a  pla- 
cebo. On  the  prescription  produced  in  court  as  the  original  one, 
no  directions  as  to  dose  were  written,  but  the  dose  of  the  mixture 
taken  was  one  teaspoonful,  which  would  contain  about  10  or  15 
drops  of  the  fluid  extract  of  uva  ursi.  AVhen  asked  if  such  a  dose 
would  not  be  inert,  the  doctor  replied  that  he  supposed  it  would 
be  almost  wholly  so,  but  that  he  never  gave  his  patients  strong 
medicine  when  he  did  not  know  what  ailed  them.  A  very  honest 
confession ;  but  it  would  have  been  much  more  to  his  credit  to  have 
confessed  that  under  such  circumstances  he  gave  none ;  though  we 
ought,  in  justice,  to  say  that  his  practice  in  this  respect  was  not 
so  unusual  as  to  be  termed  singular. 

Dr.  McCollum's  testimony  was  confirmatory  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  patient,  and  his  rallying  under  the  use  of  stimulants.  He 
seemed  evidently  to  suppose  the  effects  would  only  be  temporary, 
and  was  not  prepared  to  expect  the  serious  trouble  which  was 
alleged  to  have  followed. 

The  plaintiff  himself  being  called  to  the  stand  gave  in  effect  this 
statement.  He  had  for  some  time  previously  been  afflicted  at 
times  with  a  urinary  trouble  which  occasionally  made  him  unfit  for 
liis  ordinary  work.  (As  Dr.  Clark  could  not  state  with  accuracy 
what  it  was,  of  course  he  could  not  be  more  definite.)  At  the 
time  mentioned,  viz:  October,  1865,  being  more  than  ordinarily 
troubled,  he  thought  best  to  begin  treatment,  meaning  to  continue 
it.    Accordingly  he  called  in  Dr.  Clark,  who  left  a  prescription. 
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The  medicine  prescribed,  as  he  supposed,  was  obtained  from  the  j 
apothecary's  early  in  the  evening,  and  he  took  of  it  one  teaspoon-  | 
fill.    About  three  hours  after  taking  it,  feeling  rather  peculiar  sen-  | 
sations,  nausea  among  them,  he  took  whisky  with  sensible  relief.  j 
Four  hours  after  the  first,  he  took  another  teapsoonful  of  this  med-  I 
icine.    This  was  soon  followed  by  most  uncomfortable  symptoms,  ! 
among  which  were  severe  vomiting  and  retching  and  great  distress  j 
about  the  precordia.    He  thought  his  breath  was  going,  and  he 
lost  the  power  of  speech;  in  fact,  felt  as  if  dying.    Physicians  ^ 
were  summoned,  and  soon  Dr.  McCollum  arrived,  followed  not  i 
long  after  by  Dr.  Clark.    He  experienced  relief  from  the  measures  | 
taken  by  the  i)hysiciaus.    Sometime  in  the  forenoon  following  he  1 
began  to  experience  intense,  burning  pain  in  the  umbilical  region,  ' 
so  intense  that  he  could  only  express  it  by  the  term,  agony.  This 
was  soon  followed  by  discharges  of  bloody  mucus,  these  also  a  j 
source  of  great  pain.    For  three  weeks  after  this  he  suffered,  more  | 
or  less,  most  of  the  time,  from  pain  and  dj^senteric  discharges. 
He  was  under  the  impression  that  his  health  had  never  been  fully 
restored.    Before  taking  the  medicine,  with  the  exception  of  the 
trouble  above  stated,  which  he  considered  almost  nothing,  he  had 
been  a  man  of  firm  health,  competent  for  all  the  demands  of  his 
laborious  profession.    Since  then  he  had  never  been  well;  had  , 
occasional  pains  in  the  head  unfitting  him  for  work,  was  unable  to 
endure  fatigue,  was  easily  exhausted  by  labor  in  the  courts,  espe- 
cially felt  great  weakness  and  trembling  in  the  limbs  upon  going  up 
stairs.    Had  been  obliged  to  refuse  legal  business. 

It  should  be  stated  that  plaintiff  had  the  appearance  of  a  man  in 
sound  health,  and  confessed  that  he  was  more  fleshy  than  he  had 
ever  been,  though  he  thought  he  weighed  less  than  usual,  i.  e.  that 
he  was  larger  but  not  heavier.  He  had  not,  however,  brought  his 
notion  to  test  of  the  scales.  He  had,  moreover,  never  thought  him- 
self sick  enough  to  need  the  services  of  a  physician,  i.  e.  after  getting 
up  from  the  first  illness.  We  therefore  have  nothing  but  the  state- 
ment of  the  plaintiff  alone  as  to  his  condition  for  nearly  a  year. 
In  such  a  case,  it  is  evident  that  a  large  allowance  must  be  made 
for  the  workings  of  the  imagination.  It  would  hardly  be  safe  to 
admit  that  a  man  can  judge  correctly  of  his  own  case,  especially 
when  the  departure  from  health  is  very  slight,  and  the  mind  is 
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prepared  to  exaggerate  symptoms,  if  not  actually  to  create,  be- 
cause expecting  them.  In  order  to  show  that  the  particular  symp- 
toms which  he  attributed  to  the  medicine,  were  real  after  effects, 
and  not  imaginary,  several  rather  robust  looking  men,  who  had 
taken  large  doses  of  veratrum  viride,  were  put  upon  the  stand. 
They  stated  that  since  taking  the  medicine  they  had  not  been  in  as 
good  health  as  before,  and  probably  had  not  expected  to  be.  One 
had  been,  since,  subject  to  a  bad  feeling  in  the  head  and  shortness 
of  breath;  one  felt  weakness  of  limbs  upon  going  up  stairs;  and 
though  probably  it  was  not  very  plain  to  many,  yet  they  were 
firmly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  in  some  way  health  had  suf- 
fered. 

From  the  above  imperfect  statement  some  notion  may  be  had  of 
the  alleged  facts  of  the  case  as  presented  by  the  ijlaintiff.  On  the 
part  of  the  defense  the  only  positive  testimony  introduced,  was 
that  of  the  clerk  who  put  up  the  prescription.  He  stated  that  he 
did  not  make  a  mistake,  but  that  the  prescription  was  written  for 
veratrum  viride,  and  that  therefore  the  mistake,  if  one  was  made, 
was  not  his,  but  that  of  the  physician  who  wrote  it.  The  original 
prescription  was  taken  away  with  the  medicine  it  called  for,  and  no 
copy  made ;  so  that  the  apothecary  had  no  written  evidence  of  the 
correctness  of  his  clerk's  statement.  The  original  prescription  was 
produced  in  court  and  sworn  to  by  Dr.  Clark.  The  defense  endeav- 
ored to  raise  some  question  as  to  its  being  the  same.  They  thought 
that  there  could  be  detected  upon  the  prescription  marks  of  altera- 
tion, as  far  as  the  name  of  the  principal  medicinal  ingredient  was 
concerned,  but  they  could  establish  nothing.  As  far  as  the  positive 
evidence  was  concerned,  the  mistake  was  that  of  the  apothecary. 
The  question  of  alteration  was  one  of  opinion  merely,  and  it  was 
raised  not  from  mere  caprice,  but  from  appearances  which  made 
it  proper  enough. 

Admitting  then  that  the  clerk  made  the  mistake,  about  which, 
I  suppose,  the  jury  had  not  a  particle  of  doubt,  the  question  then 
arises,  was  the  severe  illness  which  the  patient  stated  followed  the 
taking  of  the  medicine,  directly  caused  by  it?  The  question  might 
be  made  even  broader  and  include  also  peril  to  life.  It  seems 
very  probable  that  Dr.  Clark  thought  life  endangered.  Dr.  McCol- 
lum  was  much  alarmed  at  the  condition,  but  when  he  understood 
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the  cause,  as  he  soon  did,  his  alarm  quickly  disappeared.  The 
question  of  peril  to  life  was  only  important  in  its  relation  to  dam- 
ages, as  a  medical  question  it  ceased  to  have  any  point  when  the 
patient  rallied.  He  did  not  die  from  its  effects,  therefore  it  would 
be  profitless  to  discuss  wliat  it  might  have  done.  But  undoubt- 
edly a  jury  would  be  influenced  in  estimating  the  injury  to  health 
by  the  idea  that  the  peril  to  life  was  great.  Therefore  the  general 
question  of  the  liability  of  veratrum  viride  to  destroy  life  was 
gone  into. 

Before  going  farther  it  will  be  well  to  try  to  arrive  at  some  idea 
of  the  quantity  of  veratrum  viride  taken.  The  mixture  contained 
a  half  an  ounce  of  Thayer's  fluid  extract  of  veratrum  viride  in  two 
and  a  half  ounces  of  syrup.  The  proportion  of  veratrum  viride 
then  was  one-sixth.  Calling  a  teaspoonful  70  or  at  most  80  drops, 
12  or  13  drops  of  the  medicine  would  be  contained  in  it.  Two  tea- 
spoonfuls  were  taken  at  an  interval  of  four  hours,  consequently 
two  doses  of  12  or  13  drops  were  taken.  Would  such  a  quantity, 
in  the  first  place,  destroy  or  peril  life  ?  and  secondly,  would  it  be 
likely  to  cause  an  attack  of  dysentery?  Upon  these  two  points 
the  defense  introduced  the  testimony  of  a  number  of  physicians, 
the  writer  among  them.  Drs.  Gould,  Babbitt,  Foote  and  Leonard, 
physicians  of  Lockport,  men  of  ability  and  well  qualified  by  read- 
ing and  experience,  to  give  opinions  upon  the  subject,  were  also 
of  the  number.  The  medical  witnesses  all  concurred  in  the  opin- 
ion that  in  pretty  large  doses,  veratrum  viride  could  not  be  con- 
sidered dangerous  to  life;  and  in  the  second  place,  that  even  a 
cathartic  action  following  its  administration  was  exceptional,  so 
much  so,  that  they  should  be  extremely  incredulous  of  any  state- 
ments as  to  such  an  effect. 

As  to  the  possibility  of  its  proving  such  an  irritant  to  the  bowels 
as  to  cause  an  attack  of  d^ysentery,  difficult  as  it  is  for  a  medical 
man,  when  closely  pressed,  to  say  what  might  or  might  not  happen, 
they  were  unwilling  to  admit  the  possibility  of  such  an  event. 
Several  of  the  medical  gentlemen  had  given  the  medicine  in  doses 
nearly  as  large,  more  frequently  and  for  a  longer  time,  so  that  the 
whole  quantity  taken  would  be  much  greater,  without  causing  dan- 
gerous symptoms.  I  suspect  the  experience  of  many  plysicians 
has  been  the  same.    That,  at  most,  twenty-six  drops  of  veratrum 
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viride  (as  medicine  is  ordinarily  taken  the  probability  is  that  not 
more  than  20  droj^s  in  all  were  taken)  taken  in  two  equal  doses, 
four  hours  apart,  should  give  rise  to  such  an  amount  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  intestines,  as  to  cause  dysenteric  discharges  for  several 
weeks,  is  so  highly  improbable,  that  most  medical  men  would  be 
almost  ready  to  deny  its  possibility.    We  may  be  somewhat  skej)- 
tical  as  to  the  statements  made  relative  to  some  of  the  facts, 
or  sujiposed  facts,  observed,  or  thought  to  have  been  observed ; 
when  we  recall  the  statement  made  by  the  physician  in  attend- 
ance that,  casts  of  the  mucous  membrane  were  thrown  off. — 
It  would  hardly  coincide  with  ordinary  medical  experience,  that 
an  inflammation  so  intense  as  to  destroy  whole  rings  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  intestine,  should  terminate  in  three  weeks  in 
recovery;  and  it  would  be  still  more  anomalous  that  such  serious 
disease  should  exist  unaccompanied  by  discharges  of  pus.  More- 
over, tenesmus  and  discharges  of  bloody  mucus  are  ordinarily 
taken  as  indications  that  the  inflammation  is  located  in  the  rectum 
and  colon,  not  in  the  small  intestine,  whence  the  rings  were  thought 
to  have  come.    These  evidences  of  want  of  accuracy  of  observa- 
tion in  some  respects,  go  to  weaken  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of 
observation  and  statement  in  most  others.    A  man  who  could  shed 
his  intestinal  mucous  coat  and  escape  ulceration  and  long  continued 
trouble,  even  if  he  did  not  die,  would  certainly  be  an  exception  to 
ordinary  humanity.    Men,  now  and  then,  are  accused  of  having 
rather  thick  skins,  but  if  we  rely  upon  these  observations,  it  follows 
that  a  very  tough  mucous  membrane  may  exist  also.    If  the  state- 
ments brought  out  by  this  case  are  reliable,  our  medical  records  will 
become  possessed  of  something  heretofore  unprecedented,  and  Dr. 
Stille  must  gather  it  in  to  be  cited  as  authority,   should  another 
similar  trial  take  place. 

But  if  we  admit  that  the  serious  events  followed  so  soon  upon 
the  taking  of  the  doses  of  veratrum  viride  above  named,  are  they 
to  be  considered  as  consequences  ?  It  is  not  safe  in  medicine  to 
argue  2^ost  hoc,  therefore,  propter  hoc.  Can  any  theory  of  the  case 
account  for  the  alleged  facts  related?  The  theory  of  the  case 
adopted  by  the  physicians  of  Lockport,  will  most  certainly  and 
plausibly;  it  being  only  necessary  to  suppose  that  the  condition  of 
the  plaintiff  was  not  observed  quite  as  carefully  as  it  should  have 
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been.  The  theory  was  this:  at  the  time  the  medicine  was  taken 
by  mistake  dysentery  was  prevailing.  The  pain  spoken  of  as 
being  felt  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  not  probably  being 
very  accurately  referred,  and  supposed  to  be  in  the  bladder,  was 
really  in  the  intestines,  the  sigmoid  flexure  or  rectum  for  instance. 
Irritability  of  the  bladder  or  painful  micturition  is  not  a  very  rare 
symptom  in  troubles  of  the  rectum,  in  fact  is  observed  in  dysen- 
tery. These  were  the  premonitory  symptoms  of  dysentery.  Per- 
haps a  careful  observation  of  the  pulse  and  tongue  would  have 
given  additional  evidence.  These  appear  to  have  been  wanting. 
But  there  is  evidence  that  morphine  was  provided  for  some  pur- 
pose; and  is  a  sort  of  evidence  that  it  was  provided  for  a  pain, 
greater  than  we  are  led  to  believe  existed  by  the  statements  in  evi- 
dence. We  are  left  in  the  dark,  as  to  what  use  was  to  be  made  of 
the  morphine,  nothing  was  said  about  it.  Of  course,  we  can  un- 
derstand that  morphine  would  be  resorted  to  by  a  physician  in  con- 
ditions of  pain,  even  when  not  very  severe.  But  the  testimony 
does  not  give  us  the  idea  that  the  j5am  was  a  noteworthy  symptom. 

As  the  case  appears  in  evidence,  it  is  simply  this,  a  physician  is 
called  to  treat  a  chronic  urinary  trouble,  not  of  much  importance, 
and  making  so  little  impression  upon  him  that  he  prescribes  a  pla- 
cebo, taking  care,  however,  to  have  a  medicine  of  real  potency  on 
hand.  He  orders  the  inert  medicine  to  be  taken  once  in  four 
hours,  and  waits  like  Mr.  Micawber  for  something  to  turn  up.  By 
mistake  the  so-called  sick  man  gets  a  dose  of  a  powerful  drug,  the 
immediate  effects  of  which  alarm  all  about  him,  but  though  not 
proving  as  dangerous  as  they  appear,  they  are  followed  by  a  real 
sickness,  lasting  three  weeks.  The  resulting  sickness  is  charged 
upon  the  medicine,  and  this  last  is  the  point  of  the  case.  Now 
from  the  well  known  action  of  the  drug  such  a  result  must,  by  all 
medical  men,  be  pronounced  extremely  exceptional.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  same  sickness  would  have 
happened,  had  no  medicine  been  taken;  taking  into  account  the 
prevalence  of  dysentery  at  the  time,  and  the  similarity  in  most 
respects,  excepting  always  the  casts  of  mucous  membrane,  to  a 
case  of  dysentery.  Dj^sentery  is  not  always  preceded  by  serious 
disturbance,  it  may  occur  without  very  marked  premonitory  symp- 
toms.    Moreover,  pain  low  down  in  the  pelvis  and  difficulty  in 
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micturition,  are  probable,  early  symptoms.  We  need  not  pre- 
suppose in  all  cases  great  antecedent  general  disturbances,  for  it 
is  often  absent,  but  it  might  have  existed  in  some  degree  and 
escaped  detection  by  the  phj-sician.  Now  one  point  we  wish  to 
present  is,  that  there  is  quite  as  great  a  probability  that  the  phy- 
sician, Dr.  Clark,  was  mistaken  as  to  the  condition  of  his  patient 
and  failed  to  foresee  what  was  coming,  as  that  a  medicine  should 
aet  in  a  manner,  according  to  most  authorities,  extremely  excep- 
tional. Another  point  is,  that  even  if  no  premonitory  symptoms 
existed,  therefore,  that  there  was  no  failui'e  on  the  part  of 
Clark  of  careful  observation,  the  probability  is  as  great  that  the 
medicine  had  nothing  to  do  with  causing  the  d3  senteiy,  as  that  it 
caused  it.  It  might  be  expected  that  a  jury  would  connect  the 
giving  of  a  medicine  and  events  closely  following  in  the  relation 
of  cause  and  effect,  but  medical  men  know  well  enough  that  falla- 
cies attend  this  method  of  reasoning. 

Though  the  case,  therefore,  makes  a  legal  precedent,  it  need  not 
necessarily  be  looked  upon  and  quoted  as  a  medical  one,  and  we 
might  sa}'^  ought  not  to  be. 

Several  questions  arise  as  to  the  actions  of  veratrum  viride  and 
the  teachings  upon  the  subject,  which  we  will  reserve  for  another 
article. 


ART.  II — Abstract  of  Proceedings  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association. 

Tuesday  Evening,  Sept.  4th,  1866. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Members  present:  Drs.  Gould,  Rochester,  Jansen,  Boardman, 
Wetmore,  Gleason,  Camerling,  Miner,  Little,  Trowbridge,  Lothrop 
and  Johnson. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  July  meeting  was  read  and 
adopted. 

Dr.  Boardman  reported  an  operation  in  which  he  used  Richard- 
son's mode  of  local  ana?sthesia.  On  the  2d  of  June  by  means  of 
a  spray  apparatus,  obtained  from  Mr.  Peabody,  he  applied  ether 
spray  for  about  thirty -five  seconds  to  a  small  tumor  situated  in  the 
Bkin  on  the  left  deltoid.  The  skin  was  partly  blanched.  He  re- 
moved the  tumor  by  an  elliptical  incision  one  and  a  half  inches  in 
VOL.  6,  no.  3—12. 
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length,  and  closed  the  wound  with  two  sutures  and  straps.  There 
was  some  bleeding  from  the  cut,  but  not  as  much  as  usual.  The 
patient,  a  nervous  female,  was  engaged  in  conversation  with  the 
head  turned  away  to  avoid  the  fumes  of  the  ether.  As  he  was  in- 
troducing the  last  suture  she  asked  why  he  did  not  commence  the 
operation.  On  being  told  to  look,  that  the  operation  was  about 
completed,  she  would  hardly  believe  the  evidence  of  her  own  eyes, 
declaring  that  she  had  felt  nothing.  Two-thirds  of  the  wound 
closed  by  first  intention,  but  she  taking  a  severe  cold  on  the  fourtli 
day,  the  wound  inflamed'and  most  of  the  cicatrix  gave  way.  The 
patient  now  states  that  she  has  had  more  or  less  severe  neuralgic  pain 
in  the  wound  ever  since.  Dr.  B.  thought  the  wound  would  have 
healed  kindly  save  for  the  cold.  He  is  not  prepared  to  state  whether 
or  not  the  neuralgic  pain  was  caused  by  the  local  anaesthesia.  He 
was  much  pleased  with  the  effect  of  the  spray,  and  thinks  that  in 
superficial  operations  it  may  become  very  useful,  but  although  more 
serious  operations  might  be  performed  without  pain,  by  the  repea- 
ted application  of  the  spray  to  the  cut,  yet  he  would  prefer  the  use 
of  the  general  anaesthesia  j^rodiiced  by  inhalation  in  the  latter  cases. 
He  does  not  think  that  Richardson  ever  intended  to  have  the  parts 
frozen,  for  if  this  was  done,  not  only  would  the  operation  be  much 
more  difficult,  but  the  wound  would  not  heal  as  kindly. 

Dr.  Rochester  reported  a  case  of  severe  urethral  haemorrhage. 
A  man  was  riding  upon  a  bai'e-backed  horse,  and  was  violentl}' 
jolted.  He  soon  jjerceived  blood  flowing  very  freely  from  the 
urethra.  A  practitioner  was  called  in  who  pronounced  it  haemor- 
rhage from  injury  of  the  kidnej'.  Ice  was  apjilied  to  the  loins  and 
abdomen,  and  the  patient  was  enjoined  not  to  urinate.  Dr.  Roch- 
ester was  called  at  midnight — found  a  distended  bladder  which  was 
blocked  up  by  a  clot  and  had  to  be  evacuated  with  a  catheter. 
Very  profuse  haemorrhage  ensued,  the  blood  being  arterial  in  color, 
and  discharged  per  saltum.  The  haemorrhage  was  readily  con- 
trolled by  pressure  upon  the  perineum.  The  persulphate  of  iron 
in  doses  of  ten  drops,  was  ordered  every  four  hours,  and  the  pa- 
tient directed  to  urinate  whenever  he  felt  inclined  to  do  so.  In 
three  days  the  man  was  discharged.  The  case  was  mentioned  as 
interesting  and  instructive  in  itself,  and  as  affording  a  curious  in- 
stance of  careless  diagnosis,  and  consequent  bad  treatment  in  the 
outset. 
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Dr.  Miner  said  he  had  been  invited  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Association  to  specimens  of  the^  following  pharmacutical  prepara- 
tions prepared  by  Howell  and  Onderdonk,  of  New  York :  Elixir 
ealisaya,  iron  and  bismuth ;  elixir  pyrophosphate  iron ;  elixir  pyro- 
phosphate iron  and  soda;  elixir  valerianate  ammonia;  elixir  valeri- 
anate ammonia  and  quinine ;  elixir  valerianate  strj'chnia,  citrate  and 
tannate  bismuth,  and  solution  protoxide  of  iron.  He  considers 
them  all  elegant  and  agreeable  preparations,  especially  the  prepar- 
ation of  bark  and  iron,  and  bark,  iron  and  bismuth.  Bark  alone, 
as  thus  prepared,  is  one  of  those  medicines  that  amuse  sick  people 
until  they  get  well,  and  is  not  otherwise  very  efficacious  in  the 
cure  of  disease.  The  preparations  of  iron  and  bark  are  good  and 
useful.  The  simple  elixir  ealisaya,  as  formerly  prepared  and  quite 
largely  prescribed,  is  a  very  fanciful  preparation,  and  of  insignifi- 
cant medicinal  value. 

Dr.  Gleason  observed  tliat  the  formulie  for  the  preparations 
spoken  of  by  Dr.  Miner  was  published  by  Caswell,  Mack  &  Co., 
and  that  he  believes  that  the  druggists  of  Buffalo  can  put  up  the 
various  preparations  of  iron  ealisaya  and  bismuth,  as  well  as  the 
druggists  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  at  much  less  ex- 
pense to  consumers. 

Dr.  Board  man  said  that  in  this  connection  he  would  like  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Association  to  a  pliable  machine-spread 
belladona  plaster,  kept  ready  for  use  by  prescription  druggists. 
He  had  used  it  considerably  of  late  as  an  application  to  painful 
swellings,  buboes,  boils,  stitch  or  pain  in  the  side,  scrofulous  joints, 
etc.  "Would  not  use  it  on  an  abraided  surface.  Had  never  observ- 
ed the  constitutional  effects  from  local  application  and  thinks  it  an 
excellent  application  and  local  anodj'ne  in  the  above  and  similar 
diseases. 

Dr.  Miner  said  that  twenty  years  ago  it  was  quite  fashionable 
to  employ  belladona  externally  to  relieve  pains  and  inflammations, 
especially  was  it  common  for  the  purpose  of  drying  up  or  suppress- 
ing the  secretion  of  milk,  and  preventing  mammary  abscess;  but 
when  it  is  remembered  how  these  plasters  are  made,  the  extract 
mixed  largly  with  resin,  so  that  but  little,  if  any  of  the  medicine 
comes  in  contact  with  the  skin,  it  is  doubtful  if  great  effect  is  pro- 
duced ;  it  will  not  dry  up  the  milk  and  is  not  a  good  narcotic  or 
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anodyne.  It  will  dilate  the  pupil  even  when  used  in  small  quanti- 
ty,  and  is  very  useful  for  that  one  purpose,  and  of  little  or  no  value 
for  anything  else.  The  preparation  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Boardman  is 
elegant  and  the  best  in  use. 

Dr.  Boardman  is  fully  satisfied  that  it  did  allay  pain  in  the  cnses 
that  he  mentioned  before. 

[  Dr.  Rochester  was  glad  that  Dr.  Miner  had  introduced  the 
preparations  of  bark,  iron,  etc.  They  are  elegant  and  agreeable, 
but  do  not  think  them  quite  as  reliable  or  as  good  as  the  ferrugi- 
nous preparations  we  were  accustomed  to  use  formerly,  and  do  not 
believe  it  proper  to  prescribe  such  preparations  put  up  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  and  scattered  over  the  country  in  the  style 
of  patent  medicines.  Doctors  ought  to  sustain  good  druggists  at 
home  and  not  prescribe  these  fancy  and  more  expensive  articles. 

Dr.  Gould  thought  that  the  druggists  here  charge  quite  high 
enough  for  medicines,  and  had  heard  it  intimated  that  they  allowed 
in  some  cases  a  percentage  to  physicians.  Had  never  supposed 
however,  that  to  be  the  case. 

Dr.  Gleason  said  that  there  was  no  association  among  druggists 
here,  and  no  uniformity  in  prices. 

Dr.  Miner  said  that  no  respectable  druggist  would  offer  a  percent- 
age to  ph3'sicians,  and  believed  that  the  druggists  in  Buffalo  were 
generally  conducting  their  business  in  this  respect  honorably  and 
honestl}'.  He  would  regard  allowing  percentage  to  physicians  as 
dishonest  for  both  druggist  and  physician,  and  had  not  known  ei- 
ther a  respectable  druggist  to  ofler  it,  or  ph3  sician  to  accept  it. 

Dr.  Rochester  said,  it  is  quite  common  in  New  York  for  ph^'si- 
cians  to  get  a  percentage  on  their  perscriptions.  He  had  never 
known  of  but  one  case  here;  that  was  a  man  who  was  accustomed 
to  this  course  in  his  native  country,  he  being  a  foreigner  and  not 
now  in  business. 

Dr.  Rochester  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  ascertain  the  expense 
of  printing  and  binding  the  same  in  proper  form,  said  committee 
to  report  at  the  next  regular  meeting.  Carried. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee  Drs.  Boardman, 
Trowbridge  and  Wetmore. 
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Report  on  prevailing  diseases  being  in  order,  Dr.  Boardman  re- 
ported  an  unusual  amount  of  diarrhea,  and  said  that  although  the 
disease  is  usually  very  easily  checked  it  is  unusually  persistent. 

Dr.  Rochester  had  seen  more  diarrhea  and  cholera-morbus  than 
ever  before  and  a  few  cases  of  dj'sentery — no  cholera. 

Adjourned.  T.  M.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 


ART.  Ill — Surgical  Tre'Jtment  of  Dysmenorrhea, 

BV  J.  F.  MINER,  M.  D. 

Painful  menstruation,  menorrhagia  and  amenorrhcea,  the  three 
principal  deviations  from  the  normal  condition  of  this  secretion, 
have  been  regarded  with  great  uniformity  of  opinion  as  arising 
from  functional  disturbance,  and  not  until  quite  recentl}',  as  in  any 
way  dependent  upon  organic  or  local  change.  More  recently  it  is 
being  believed  that  one  of  these  conditions,  d3'smenorrhoea,  is  gen- 
erally due  to  closure,  obstruction  or  narrowing  of  the  cervical  canal. 
Dr.  Sims  in  his  new  work  upon  Uterine  Surgery'  says,  *'  Menstruation 
may  be  attended  by  a  general  malaise,  but  should  not,  as  a  rule, 
be  accompanied  by  any  very  severe  degree  of  suffering.  If  there 
is  much  pain,  either  preceding  its  irruption  or  during  the  flow, 
there  will  generally  be  a  physical  condition  to  account  for  it,  and 
this  will  be  of  a  nature  to  obstruct  mechanically  the  egress  of  the 
fluid  from  the  cavity  of  the  womb.  The  obstruction  may  be  the 
result  of  inflammation  and  attending  turgessence  of  the  cervical 
mucous  membrane,  whereby  this  canal  becomes  narrowed  merely 
by  the  tumefaction  of  its  lining  coat.  But  by  far  the  most  fre- 
quent cause  of  obstruction  is  purely  anatomical  and  mechanical." 

Monographs  ana  journal  reports  have  inculcated  these  views,  and 
suggested  surgical  operation  for  relief,  which  has  been  adopted  by 
many  operators  in  uterine  diseases,  until  it  will  not  be  uninterest- 
ing to  consider  somewhat  the  grounds  upon  which  these  opinions 
are  based,  and  the  results  of  the  surgical  interference  recom- 
mended. 

If,  as  is  alleged,  painful  menstruation  depends  upon  obstruction 
to  the  egress  of  the  secretion  from  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  why 
is  it  so  common  in  women  who  have  had  the  uterine  neck  dilated 
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by  the  passage  of  a  child  at  full  time,  and  why  is  not  pain  the  chief  j 
and  important  symptom,  in  cases  of  complete  occlusion  of  the  | 
canal  and  retention  of  the  menstrual  secretion  in  the  cavity  of  the  | 
womb?    Can  it  be  believed  when  the  common  uterine  sound  or 
No.  12  bougie  is  readily  passed  through  the  cervical  canal,  that 
the  menstrual  fluid  meets  with  obstruction  sufficient  to  produce  ! 
what  is  termed  dysmenorrhoea  ?    Dr.  Sims  figures  the  uterus  with  ' 
anteflexion  and  narrowing  of  the  canal ;  the  cause  of  anteflexion  and 
obstruction  being  a  fibroid  tumor  "as  large  as  an  almond  in  the  \ 
anterior  wall,"  but  in  his  manner  of  diagnosing  fibroid  tumors,  he 
passes  sounds,  bougies,  etc.,  etc.,  even  when  these  growths  are 
very  large  and  fill  not  only  the  cavit}'  of  the  womb  but  of  the 
lower  portion  of  the  abdomen,  the  flexible  instruments  passing  ' 
readily  between  the  tumor  and  the  thinned  walls  of  the  opposite  j 
side.    It  would  appear  probable  that  a  fibroid  tumor  in  the  walls  | 
of  the  uterus,  not  larger  than  a  filbert,  would  not  obstruct  the  flow 
of  thin  fluid,  either  by  its  own  pressure  or  by  any  flexion  it  would 
be  likelj'  to  produce,  but  no  one  will  believe  that  our  present  means  I 
of  exploration  enables  us  to  determine  the  presence  or  absence  of 
such  a  growth  during  life.    In  evidence  that  dysmenorrhoea  is  ' 
caused  by  obstruction,  it  is  said  that  after  dilatation,  or  incision  of 
the  neck,  the  pain  generally  subsides — that  treatment  proves  the  | 
nature  of  the  disease.    In  irritable  conditions  of  the  mucous  lin-  | 
ing  of  the  urethra,  every  surgeon  is  familiar  with  the  influence  of  | 
allowing  a  carefully  introduced  cathater  or  bougie  to  remain  for  a  1 
short  time  each  day,  has  observed  relief  from  the  pain  of  urina- 
tion, which  had  been  perhaps  as  severe,  as  painful  menstruation. 
The  relief  obtained  by  incision,  quite  possibly,  does  not  depend  upon  | 
the  enlargement  of  the  outlet,  but  from  local  depletion  or  other 
easily  understood  influences.  j 
It  is  not  safe  to  settle  this  question,  which  has  been  so  long  left  i 
undetermined,  upon  insufficient  ground,  not  so  much  on  account  of 
any  differences  of  opinion  which  have  prevailed,  and  do  still  pre- 
vail, as  on  account  of  the  practical  inferences  which  follow.    If  | 
we  adopt  the  view  that  pain  at  the  menstrual  molomen  is  due  to  \ 
obstruction  in  the  uterine  outlet,  we  at  once  set  ourselves  to  devis-  | 
ing  means  for  its  removal.    If  it  appears  that  the  cervical  canal  is  | 
too  small,  the  questions  of  incision  and  dilatation  at  once  present  j 
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themselves.  If  flexions  are  looked  upon  as  such  causes,  pessaries 
with  uterine  stems  are  brought  in  requisition,  and  so  it  comes  at 
last,  that  we  attack  pain  at  time  of  menstruation,  with  cutting 
instruments,  sponge  tents,  sea  tangle,  stem  pessaries  and  the 
whole  armament  of  uterine  surgery. 

In  conditions  of  the  most  perfect  health  the  period  of  ovulation 
is  attended  by  more  or  less  pain;  those  least  effected  experience  a 
feeling  of  lassitude,  fullness  and  weight  in  the  pelvis;  these  symp- 
toms are  slight  in  some  instances,  and  in  others  so  severe  as  to 
constitute  the  disease  in  question.  At  first  there  is  an  unusual 
discharge  of  mucus,  which  soon  turns  rust  colored  from  admixture 
of  blood,  and  when  this  discharge  is  fully  established,  upon 
the  second  or  third  day,  the  pain  abates.  As  the  menstrual 
period  comes  on,  a  congestion  takes  place  in  the  whole  generative 
apparatus;  in  the  fallopian  tubes  and  the  uterus,  as  well  as  in  the 
ovaries  themselves  and  their  contents.  One  of  the  graafian  fol- 
licles is  more  especially  the  seat  of  an  unusual  vascular  excite- 
ment, and  becomes  distended  by  the  fluid  which  accumulates  in 
its  cavity,  and  finally  ruptures.  This  is  as  near  description  of  the 
condition  as  can  be  gathered  from  recent  physiologists,  and  is 
sufficiently  minute  for  our  present  purpose.  If  the  above  is  cor- 
rect, it  would  seem  to  leave  little  ground  for  doubt  as  to  the  nat- 
ural causes  of  pain,  and  would  narrow  down  the  "anatomical  and 
mechanical"  obstruction  theory,  to  very  infrequent  and  unusual 
cases.  Painful  menstruation  is  a  very  common  disease,  much 
more  common  than  anatomical  change  in  the  os  or  cervix  uteri. 
The  idea  that  nearly  all  cases  of  this  nature  depend  upon  obstruction 
to  the  egress  of  the  fluid  secreted,  is  only  equalled  in  extravagance  by 
the  remedy  recommended — incision  of  the  neck.  While  it  maj^  be 
proper  in  a  few  rare  instances  to  make  this  operation,  which  is  prob- 
ably not  very  dangerous,  yet  to  claim  it  as  the  only  efficient  and 
proper  remedy  for  dysmenorrhoea,  is  a  2:)roposition  to  be  investigated 
before  being  adopted. 

The  subjects  of  this  disease  are  more  commonly  young  females, 
in  which  the  disease  often  disappears  spontaneously  in  after  years, 
when  the  menstrual  secretion  is  fully  established.  That  uterine  tumors 
may  be  the  cause  of  pain  at  the  monthly  period  of  congestion,  is  ver}' 
natural,  since  no  morbid  growths  could  be  forming  in  the  womb  with- 
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out  causing  more  or  less  irritation ;  but  these  growths  are  not  often, 
the  cause  of  ijain  at  the  monthly  period  in  young  females;  they 
rarely  appear  until  later  in  life.  Fibroid  tumors  are  not  very  fre- 
quent; if  present  they  cannot  be  detected  very  early,  if  at  any  time, 
and  flexions  from  such  cause  cannot  be  separated  from  flexions  from 
other  causes.  It  is  easy  to  show  by  diagrams  how  a  small  fibroid 
tumor,  not  larger  than  a  filbert,  would  cause  retro  or  anteflexion, 
according  to  its  location  in  the  anterior  or  posterior  wall  of  the 
womb,  but  it  is  more  like  the  paper  cities  of  a  newly  discovered 
country,  than  the  actual  conditions  known  to  exist.  If  the  pres- 
ence of  such  growth,  however,  has  been  determined,  we  are  not  to 
conclude  that  the  flexion  which  its  situation  outside  the  normal 
centre  of  gravity  is  supposed  to  produce,  is  the  cause  of  pain  either 
during  menstruation  or  between  the  periods. 

Leaving  for  a  time  menstrual  obstruction,  it  would  be  interest- 
ing to  consider  contraction  of  the  uterine  neck  as  a  cause  of  ster- 
ilitj^  and  incision  as  the  sovereign  remedy.  These  subjects  hang 
together  by  a  sort  of  affinity  of  treatment  which  makes  it  perti- 
nent to  group  them,  so  that  what  may  be  said  of  incision  for 
obstructed  menstrual  discharge,  may  also  be  said  of  incision  of 
the  uterine  neck  for  all  purposes  in  general.  The  influence  of 
great  names  has  brought  this  operation  rapidly  into  practice,  and 
it  is  adopted  upon  authority,  rather  than  upon  experience  in  its 
results.  It  is,  however,  necessary  to  test  its  efficacy,  and  with  this 
view,  its  adoption  to  some  extent,  may  be  justifiable.  This  sur, 
gery  has  been  made  easy,  by  the  invention  of  various  instruments, 
the  most  fashionable  and  approved  being  constructed  so  that  they 
may  be  first  introduced  into  the  womb,  then  the  cutting  blade  pro- 
truded from  its  sheath,  dividing  the  tissue  from  within  outwards. 
Dr.  Sims  diflfers  in  this  from  the  author  of  this  practice.  Dr.  Simp- 
son, and  fixes  the  womb,  making  his  incisions  from  without  inwards. 
The  very  fact  that  these  instruments  can  be  introduced  is  sufllicient 
evidence  that  fluid  can  escape,  and  is  also  sufficient  proof  that 
impregnation  can  take  place,  so  far  as  the  size  of  this  opening  may 
influence  it. 

"What  is  the  effect  of  incising  the  neck  of  the  womb  upon  either 
side  of  the  cervical  canal?  When  the  incision  has  healed,  is  the 
opening  any  greater?  is  the  tissue  any  more  yielding?  is  egress  or 
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ingress  any  more  easy  ?  What  effect  is  produced  upon  other  canals 
of  somewhat  similar  nature,  by  incising  their  walls,  and  what 
does  experience  show  to  be  the  effect  of  incising  the  uterine  neck? 
These  questions  are  settled  already  upon  the  authority  of  the  best 
men  in  this  department  of  practice,  but  unfortunately  for  the  pro- 
fession  and  fortunately  for  the  public,  they  are  decided  in  different 
ways,  though  it  must  be  confessed  that  a  wonderful  harmony  prevails 
in  the  opinion  that  the  canal  must  be  in  some  way  enlarged,  the 
diversity  of  opinion  being  upon  the  manner  .it  shall  be  done. 
That  there  are  rare  instances  in  which  it  might  be  proper  to  make 
incision  of  the  uterine  neck,  will  not  be  denied,  but  that  this  oper- 
ation is  required,  when  sounds,  bougies,  uterotomes,  etc.,  etc.,  are 
easil}'  introduced,  is  denied;  and  it  is  hoped  physicians  will  judge 
of  this  for  themselves,  independent  of  the  opinions  of  others. 

That  the  operation  can  be  made  with  safety  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  but  will  it  do  any  good,  and  is  it  not  likely  to  do  harm 
when  it  is  made?    The  well  known  tendency  in  cicatrization  of 
wounds  to  contraction  is  manifest  in  these  cases  more  than  inmost 
others,  and  whoever  examines  the  neck  of  the  womb  three  months 
after  incision,  will  find  induration  and  contraction  greater  than 
before  such  operation.    There  is  no  known  method  of  preventing 
the  union  of  the  incision  and  the  subsequent  contraction,  and  those 
who  practice  it,  confess  inability  to  prevent  this  result.  Granting 
then  that  mechanical  obstruction  is  the  real  cause  of  pain,  or  nar- 
rowing of  the  canal  the  barrier  to  conception,  is  incision  to  be 
depended  upon  as  a  sovereign  remedy?    Whoever  believes  it  must 
test  its  efficacy,  and  their  victims  bear  the  exjjeriment.    I  have 
seen  patients  a  few  months  after  this  operation  had  been  per- 
formed, never  a  whit  better,  always  disgusted  with  what  had 
been  done  for  them,  and  more  earnestly  than  ever  seeking  other 
means  of  relief    Experience  is  the  sole  basis  of  remark  upon  the 
eflScacy  and  propriety  of  incision  of  the  uterine  neck  for  either  of 
the  purposes  mentioned;  if  future  observation  should  change  opin- 
ion in  this  respect,  and  show  the  propriety  of  this  practice — should 
demonstrate  that  in  any  considerable  proportion  of  cases  favorable 
results  follow,  nothing  can  afford  greater  pleasure  than  to  accord 
to  this  operation  the  credit  rightfully  belonging  to  it.    It  has  been 
proposed  and  is  advocated  by  the  most  distinguished  observers, 
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and  it  seems  almost  like  sacrilege  to  question  the  infalibility  of 
such  men.  If  physicians  were  at  liberty  to  yield  their  opinions 
upon  such  questions  to  the  dicta  of  others,  without  being  first  con- 
vinced of  the  correctness  of  their  views,  it  would  appear  better  to 
accept  the"  teaching  of  great  men,  and  >)e  governed  by  distin- 
guished names;  but  since  truth  is  to  be  the  only  standard,  so  evi- 
dence and  proof  is  to  be  the  only  governing  influence.  To  repeat 
briefly:  objection  to  this  practice  is  based  upon  the  idea  that  me- 
chanical obstruction  to  the  egress  of  the  menstrual  fluid  is  not  the 
cause,  in  most  instances  of  dysmenorrhoea,  the  natural  and  philo- 
sophical causes  being  indicated.  Incision  of  the  uterine  neck 
for  sterility  is  also  opposed  in  all  cases  where  bougies,  sounds 
and  uterotomes  are  easily  passed,  because  if  such  instruments  can 
pass,  impregnation  can  take  place  so  far  as  the  size  of  the  uterine 
canal  is  concerned.  Granting  the  premises;  incision  is  objected  to, 
because  the  wound  will  rapidly  cicatrize  and  contract  and  obstruc- 
tion be  increased  rather  than  removed.  Dilatation  for  similar  pur- 
poses, when  indicated,  is  less  objectionable  and  may  alwa3-s  be 
accomplished;  though  liable  to  contract  like  incision,  it  is  still  less 
likely  to  produce  injurious  eflfects;  the  canal,  however,  will  almost 
always  return  in  a  short  time,  to  its  former,  or  nearly  its  former  con- 
ditions. 


Miscellaneous. 


Our  Professors  and  their  Qualifications, 

(From  the  New  York  Medical  Record.) 

The  very  responsible  and  honorable  position  occujiied  by  med- 
ical teachers  would  seem  to  entitle  them  to  a  freedom  from  criti- 
cism, but  that  they  cannot  claim  such  an  immunity  is  apparent  in 
the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  remedy  the  evils  connected 
with  their  calling.  A  great  number  of  our  professors  are  men 
who,  by  their  profound  learning,  skillful  practice,  and  extensive 
experience,  are  justly  entitled  to  our  esteem  and  confidence.  But 
the  proportion  is  much  too  small  compared  with  those  who  are 
totally  unqualified  for  the  positions  which  they  occupy.    The  truth 
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of  this  admission  is  as  pateat  as  the  existence  of  such  a  state  of 
things  is  mortifying.  There  is,  in  fact,  not  a  medical  school  in 
the  land  that  would  not  be  benefited  by  a  thorough  sifting  of  its 
faculty,  and  too  many  would  be  in  need  of  a  sieve  that  would  be 
coarse  enough  to  allow  the  majority  of  the  members  to  drop  easily 
through. 

It  is  easy  enough,  however,  to  prove  that  many  teachers  are  not 
what  they  should  be ;  but  when  we  look  about  us  for  a  practical 
plan  for  at  once  ridding  the  professional  corps  of  these  useless  and 
harmful  members,  it  becomes  altogether  another  matter.  Here, 
indeed,  is  the  principal  difficulty  of  the  subject,  and  it  does  not 
grow  any  the  less  by  the  aid  of  any  light  wliich  discussion  can 
throw  upon  it. 

There  is  no  number  to  the  suggestions  which  have  been  offered 
in  reference  to  insuring  a  competency  on  the  part  of  the  profes- 
sors of  the  schools,  but  they  have  all  proved  to  be  merely  visionary 
when  subjected  to  the  rigid  test  of  practicability.  The  reason  for 
this  is  made  obvious  enough  when  we  examine  into  the  manner  in 
which  our  teachers  are  appointed,  and  the  claims  which  they  have 
upon  the  different  colleges  for  their  positions.  Our  schools,  not 
being  under  the  patronage  of  the  government,  are  of  necessity 
strictly  private  enterprises.  A  number  of  gentlemen  conclude 
that  a  certain  locality  is  a  fit  one  for  a  college,  and  all  that  remains 
to  be  done  in  order  to  act  upon  such  a  conclusion  is  the  obtaining 
of  a  charter.  This  latter  is  accomplished  generally  without  much 
trouble.  The  State,  when  it  has  given  power  to  the  faculty  of 
granting,  under  certain  expressed  conditions,  a  diploma  of  doctor 
of  medicine,  does  not  trouble  itself  with  reference  to  details.  As 
it  does  not  furnish  any  pecuniary  means,  the  expenses  of  the  insti- 
tution must  be  borne  by  the  parties  who  are  interested,  and  these 
are  most  generally  the  teachers  themselves.  These  are  mainly 
self-appointed,  and,  of  course,  contribute  their  quota  of  the  neces- 
sary funds.  It  is,  after  all,  on  their  part,  a  purely  business  arrange- 
ment ;  a  certain  amount  of  capital  is  invested,  and  a  given  return 
is  expected.  If  the  income  of  the  college,  from  the  attendance  of 
its  students,  is  found  sufficient  to  pay  a  decent  percentage  on  the 
principal,  we  have  what  is  usually  called  "a  successful  school." 

When  we  consider  the  danger  of  having,  under  such  circumstan- 
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ces,  professors  who  have  more  money  than  brains,  we  have  reasons 
for  congratulating  ourselves  that  our  good  teachers  are  after  all  in 
the  majority;  that  while  we  have  here  and  there  an  objectionable 
member  in  a  faculty,  we  are  not  so  badly  off  as  we  might  be. 
This  maybe,  in  part,  accounted  for  in  this  way: — -Each  faculty 
knows  that,  in  order  to  gain  the  confidence  of  his  patrons,  and  the 
consequent  success  of  the  institution,  it  must  have  decently  quali- 
fied men  to  teach  the  different  branches,  and  this  is  acknowledged 
to  be  such  a  necessity  that  brains  must  be  represented  as  well  as 
capital.  The  evil,  then,  which  might  otherwise  be  expected  from 
the  sj'stem  of  self-constitution,  carry  with  themselves,  to  a  certain 
extent,  their  own  antidote. 

Beyond  the  remedy  which  we  here  have  for  incompetency  of  our 
teachers,  we  can  hardly  hope  to  go,  unless  we  have  a  centralized 
power  in  our  government  which  shall  control  all  appointments,  and 
settle  all  questions  of  qualification.  But  there  is  no  such  central- 
ized power  in  our  government;  and  even  if  it  did  exist,  its  exer- 
cise would  by  no  means  be  productive  of  those  gratifying  results 
which  we  see  set  forth  in  the  monarchies  of  Europe.  Our  rulers, 
contrary  to  those  of  other  countries,  represent  in  the  main  the 
lower  classes ;  %nd  we  have,  with  shame  be  it  said,  men  in  our 
high  offices  who  are  as  innocent  of  the  charge  of  being  educated 
as  they  are  of  being  respectable.  If,  then,  we  were  to  centralize 
the  power  of  such  officials,  we  should  have  even  less  surety  than 
at  present  of  either  good  teachers  or  respectable  schools.  Tliere 
is,  fortunately  for  us,  no  power  in  government  which  can  compel 
the  appointment  of  any  candidate  to  a  pi'ofessorial  chair  in  any 
college,  or  exact  from  such  aspirant  any  stated  qualifications.  It 
is  infinitely  better  for  the  cause  of  medical  education  that  our 
different  colleges  should  have  such  matters  in  their  own  hands. 
The  educated  portion  of  the  community — the  real  patrons  of  such 
institutions — are  to  be  the  judges  of  the  fitness  of  the  professors 
for  their  respective  positions,  and  they  are  the  ones  who  must 
exact  from  them  a  compliance  with  their  requirements.  It  is  in 
this  very  education  of  the  people  that  the  safety  of  all  our  institu- 
tions for  learning  lies,  and  just  in  proportion  as  the  standard  is 
raised  will  our  system  of  teaching  be  perfect.  Arguing  upon  gen- 
eral principles,  if  the  faculty,  as  a  whole,  is  a  poor  one,  the  college 
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suffers;  and  if  a  very  indifferent  and  unqualifled  one,  the  school  is 
ruined.  A  faculty,  for  its  own  protection  and  perpetuation,  must 
of  necessity  have  good  men,  and  these  must  be  in  the  majority. 
We  are  glad  that  these  bodies  appreciate  the  importance  of  secur- 
ing the  best  obtainable  talent,  and  it  is  a  source  of  gratification 
that  their  efforts  have  been,  in  a  measure,  crowned  with  success. 
We  are,  however,  far  from  being  satisfied  that  it  is  as  well  as  it 
should  be.  There  are  still  too  many  objectionable  members  in 
almost  every  faculty,  who  are  poor  teachers,  bad  lecturers,  and 
hobbyists,  and  who,  for  the  good  of  the  respective  institutions, 
must  be  weeded  out.  But  by  exercising  our  patience,  and  allow- 
ing time  to  bring  about  a  demand  for  better  men,  the  desired 
result  will  be  effected.  The  current  of  public  opinion  is  steadily 
setting  in  the  right  direction,  and  we  have  good  reason  to  hope 
that  at  no  very  distant  date  we  may  be  able  to  claim  as  able,  as 
distinguished,  and  as  experienced  teachers  as  can  anywhere  be 
found. 


Physicians'  Advertisements. 

(From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.) 
The  frequent  abuse  of  the  mistaken  leniency  which  allows  a 
physician  publicly  to  announce  or  recommend  himself  has  become 
60  frequent  among  us  of  late  as  to  call  for  some  notice  from  us, 
and  for  stringent  action  on  the  part  of  our  State  Medical  Society. 
Until  recently  the  announcement  of  a  change  of  residence,  or  of 
a  resumption  of  practice,  was  the  extent  of  what  was  considered 
justifiable  by  the  laws  of  j^rofessional  decorum,  although  even  these 
exceptions  have  sometimes  overstepped  the  limits  of  propriety  by 
being  kept  too  long  before  the  public  eye ;  but  now  we  find  news- 
papers of  this  city  every  day  containing  the  advertisements  of 
members  of  our  body  which  can  in  no  way  be  distinguished  from 
those  of  some  professional  quacks.  Not  satisfied,  moreover,  with 
seeking  notoriety  by  special  and  extra  puffs  in  the  columns  of  the 
daily  journals,  disgraceful  exhibitions  of  machinery,  and  written 
promises  to  cure  are  disgracefully  presented  to  the  gaze  of  the 
passer-by  in  olBce  windows,  pamphlets  containing  accounts  of 
wonderfully  successful  cases  are  published  for  public  distribution, 
and  self-laudatory  circulars  are  issued  for  the  medical  reader. 
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There  is  another  class  of  advertisements  which  is  also  becoming 
more  frequent,  and  which,  although  hitherto  considered  at  least 
not  improper  by  some  of  the  profession,  is  so  liable  to  abuse  in  its 
present  undefined  condition,  that  it  has  become  a  matter  worthy 
of  grave  consideration.  We  mean  the  cards  of  so-called  special- 
ists published  in  a  medical  journal.  It  is  a  custom  which  has  so 
gradually  sprung  up  in  this  city  as  to  have  become  an  almost 
recognized  law  among  us,  and  we  do  not  in  the  least  intend  to 
reflect  upon  the  gentlemen  who  have  availed  themselves  of  its 
privileges.  It  is  a  custom,  however,  which  is  confined  to  our- 
selves, and  which  would  be  considered  entirely  unprofessional  in 
any  other  part  of  the  country.  Why,  then,  is  it  allowed  here  ? 
It  has  been  urged  in  its  favor,  that  it  is  for  the  public  good  that 
the  profession  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  of  the 
existence  of  those  who  have  particularly  studied  those  branches  of 
our  science  which  require  for  their  mastery  more  time  than  is  at  th<3 
command  of  the  general  practitioner.  There  can  be,  of  course,  no 
question  as  to  the  advantage,  the  necessity  even,  of  a  division  of  labor 
in  the  study  and  practice  of  medicine.  It  is  so  well  recognized  in 
all  the  sciences,  that  we  do  not  propose  to  discuss  it  at  all.  It  is  also 
desirable  that  the  profession  should  know  who  are  the  most  skilled 
in  these  special  branches,  that  patients  may  be  entrusted  to  those 
who  can  employ  in  their  behalf  this  superiority  of  training.  The 
question  is,  in  what  way  shall  the  profession  gain  this  information  ? 
It  is  evident  that  the  mere  announcement,  by  a  published  card, 
that  Dr.  So-and-so  gives  his  specialor  exclusive  attention  to  this  or 
that  class  of  diseases  in  no  way  indicates  his  fitness  or  profes- 
sional standing.  Specialties  are  multiplying  rapidly,  and  are  taken 
up  after  so  little  preparation,  in  many  instances,  as  a  ready  road  to 
celebrity  and  wealth  by  the  young  practitioner,  that  the  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  character,  education  and  experience  of  tke 
claimant  for  the  public  confidence  has  become  essential.  It  is 
evident  that  this  can  not  be  obtained  from,  or  imparted  by,  the 
advertisement  of  the  interested  party,  and  that  if  all  specialists 
advertised  themselves,  the  public  and  general  practitioners  who 
are  unacquainted  with  the  professional  reputation  of  the  individual 
must,  in  some  cases,  find  it  as  difficult  to  make  choice  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  they  shall  commit  themselves  or  patients  as  if  no 
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such  announcement  were  made ;  not  to  mention  the  possibility  of 
selecting  one  whose  name  would  never  have  reached  their  ears 
through  the  recommendations  of  their  professional  brethren.  But 
all  specialists  do  not  advertise.  There  are  those  who  look  upon 
the  ordinary  announcement  upon  the  covers  of  a  medical  journal 
as  a  self-recommendation  to  the  public,  and  who  believe  that  the 
specialist  is  no  exception  to  the  general  rule  that  each  man's  suc- 
cess should  rest  wholly  upon  his  own  merits.  Evidently  those  who 
think  differently  gain  a  great  advantage  at  the  start  over  the  latter, 
which  would  not  be  the  case  if  one  rule  regulated  the  conduct  of 
all.  Whether  the  custom  be  indirectly  beneficial  to  the  profession 
or  not,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  to  the  self-interested  motive  of 
the  advertiser. 


Dressing  of  New  Born  Infants. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Fletcher,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  communicates  to  the 
Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  some  remarks  on  the  above  subject 
that  are  worth  reproducing.    He  says: 

If  there  be  one  custom  of  time-honored  folly  which  we  have  con- 
tinued to  this  day  in  the  "lying-in  chamber,"  it  is  that  absurd  and 
cruel  system  of  the  first  dressing.  There  is  no  reason  for  quoting 
from  the  most  ancient  authors  to  find  absurdity  upon  this  point, 
when  our  most  recent  text-books  and  lecturers  give  almost  the 
same  directions.  But  even  if  they  did  not,  how  many  physicians 
ever  personally  attend  to  this  important  point,  whereby  the  com- 
fort of  the  child  and  mother  are  all  at  stake.  In  most  cases,  as 
soon  as  the  child  is  born  and  the  cord  divided,  it  is  tried,  and  the 
baby  given  to  an  employed  nurse,  some  wise  neighbor  or  friend. 
The  question  of  "  What  will  she  do  with  it  ?"  may  best  be  solved 
by  watching  her.  First  she  huddles  it  up  in  an  old  shawl  or  other 
garment.  She  is  careful  to  cover  its  head,  as  though  it  were  a 
young  puppy  she  would  smother,  or  rid  the  world  of  an  infant  cat. 
In  a  few  moments  some  one  brings  water,  soap,  and  towels,  and 
also  a  heap  of  old  linen  and  a  trunk  full  of  new.  The  good  woman 
now  turns  to  the  blazing  fire  or  the  hot  stove,  that  the  baby  may 
not  take  cold,  and  while  the  youngster  implores  with  yells  and 
cries,  she  bakes  its  tender  skin  on  one  side,  while  she  dabbles  its 


bead,  eyes,  mouth,  and  body  with  a  vile  solution  of  frequently 
veiy  bad  soai^.  After  this  ceremony  has  been  past,  (it  matters 
not  whether  the  child  be  cleaner  than  before,)  she  turns  her  atten- 
tion to  the  cord,  upon  which  she  frequenti}'  deposits,  slyly,  some 
pestiferous  saliva.  "It's  healin',"  she  saj-s,  and  now  she  follows 
authority.  1st.  She  cuts  or  burns  a  hole  in  the  center  of  a  bit  of 
cloth,  through  which  she  draws  the  cord;  2d.  She  places  a  rag 
upon  this;  3.  A  rag  upon  that;  and  4th.  She  puts  on  a  "binder.'' 
Now  it  is  upon  this  operation  she  jirides  herself  if  she  be  a  hire- 
ling, that  is  the  closeness  and  compactness  with  which  she  can  pin 
the  binder  round  the  expanding  body  of  the  infant;  5th.  She  puts 
on  a  little  garment,  called  a  shirt,  which  is  in  fact  without  body, 
neck,  or  sleeves,  as  far  as  protection  goes;  6th.  She  puts  on  the 
"  square,"  with  more  pins;  7th.  She  pins  on  a  "  waist"  with  a  long 
skirt;  8th.  Another  waist  with  a  longer  skirt;  9th.  A  dress.  And 
now  the  babj'  is  presentable.  The  doctor  sees  it's  all  right  and 
goes  home.  He  hears  not  within  an  hour  the  stifled  screams  of 
compressed  lungs,  that  with  every  breath  are  expanding  the  chest, 
and  the  nurse  wisely  says  it  appears  "colicky,"  for  which  it  must 
be  drenched  with  some  damned  decoction  of  catnip,  sling,  brand}', 
laudnum,  water  and  molasses,  etc. 

The  next  visit,  the  nurse  swears  its  a  good  child,  only  a  little 
"  colicky,"  but  she  can  cure  that,  and  away  the  doctor  goes,  where 
he  cannot  hear  the  little  one  cry,  and  see  it  dosed  for  screaming 
on  account  of  the  "  cord"  having  become  a  half  putrid,  drj'ing 
mass,  glued  and  ulcerating  to  the  tender  bellj'. 

Dr.  Fletcher  recommends  the  following  mode  of  procedure,  as 
an  improvement  on  the  above: 

"  My  baby  is  first  quickly  washed  by  oiling  the  hand  and  rub. 
bing  the  parts  to  which  the  secretions  have  adhered,  and  then  with 
a  soft  cloth,  soft  water,  and  a  trace  of  Castile  soap,  and  frequently 
with  warm  water  alone,  the  infant  may  be  cleaned.  Then  I  begin 
dressing.  ]  st.  A  bit  of  lint  or  linen,  two  inches  square,  is  tied 
closely  upon  the  end  of  the  cord  like  a  cap;  2d.  The  square,  or 
diaper,  of  soft  and  old  material,  is  put  on  loosely  with  a  diaper-pin ; 
3d.  A  fine  warm  flannel  gown,  (like  a  woman's  night  dress,)  with 
long  sleeves,  and  coming  below  the  feet,  is  put  on,  and  thus  the 
baby  is  quickly  and  comfortably  dressed,  and  placed  in  its  mother's 
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arms,  where  the  temperature  of  her  own  body  is  food  and  strength 
for  her  new-born  babe  until  the  milk  is  secreted. 

Let  any  physician  try  this  plan,  and  he  will  meet  with  opposition 
from  every  old  lady  in  the  land.  '  Why,  doctor,  its  bowels  will 
burst  out  when  it  cries,  if  you  don't  pin  a  binder  on!'  and  a  number 
of  similar  excuses  for  not  being  directed  by  the  physician.  But 
the  physician  will  be  rewarded  by  finding  the  infants  more  clean, 
sleeping  more,  and  eating  more  than  when  uncomfortably  dressed, 
and  1  believe  less  liable  to  umbilical  hernia  and  ulceration  about 
the  cord.  I  have  known  children  rescued  from  apparent  suffo- 
cation by  simply  unpinning  a  close  binder." — Medical  and  Surr/lcal 
Reporter. 


Practical  Papers  on  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Air  Passages. 

BY  EDWARD  B.  STEVENS,  M.  D. , 

Professor  of  Materia  Uedica  in  the  Miami  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 

Applications  of  the  Laryngoscope. — In  the  July  number  of  this 
journal  we  attempted  to  explain  the  general  principle  of  the  laryn- 
goscope, and  the  manner  of  its  mechanical  application.  Accompa- 
nying wood-cuts  sufficiently  illustrated  the  whole  modus  opjerandi, 
together  with  outlines  of  the  appearance  of  the  laryngeal  opening 
as  seen  in  health.  Without  any  endeavor  to  be  elaborate,  we  wish 
to  indicate  to  our  readers  who  are  not  as  yet  familiar  with  this 
improvement  in  laryngeal  diagnosis,  how  it  may  become  an  import- 
ant help.  And  in  the  first  place  we  may  say  that  it  is  so,  both  in 
a  positive  and  negative  manner;  for  while  the  examination  by  the 
laryngoscope  .may  reveal  well  defined  local  diseases  sufficient  to 
account  for  existing  s3'mptoms,  and  therefore  indicate  precisely 
the  plan  of  treatment  needed  for  the  individual  case,  it  may  also 
reveal  the  fact  just  as  positivel}^  that  no  local  disease  whatever  is 
pi'esent,  and  hence  of  course  forbidding  the  endless  round  of 
swabs,  probangs  and  caustics  which  have  often  found  their  way 
heretofore  into  innocent  throats  in  the  empirical  hope  of  effecting 
a  cure  of  something  not  well  understood,  but  only  vaguely  sur- 
mised. 

Modifications  of  the  voice,  and  cough,  are  the  immediate  effects 
of  morbid  growths  and  other  lesions  of  the  laryngeal  structure. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  3 — U. 
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Minute  fibroid  bodies,  or  minute  polypi,  find  their  attachment  on 
the  vocal  cords,  or  upon"the  parts  so  immediately  neighboring  as 
to  interfere  with  their  normal  action — and  hence  as  a  general  result 
there  is  more  or  less  complete  loss  of  voice,  and  this  coming  on 
so  gradually  that  the  patient  and  physician  are  misled  into  the 
belief  that  it  is  the  legitimate  result  of  catarrhal  trouble,  not 
involving  change  of  structure.  Sometimes  instead  of  the  aphonia, 
or  with  it,  there  is  an  irritable  cough,  provoked  by  the  presence  of 
what  is  simply  and  truly  a  foreign  body. 

In  the  June  number  of  this  journal,  Dr.  Bruhl,  of  this  city,  gives 
the  substance  of  one  of  these  interesting  cases.  It  is  taken  from 
Berliner  Wocli.  Klinik,  and  was  operated  upon  by  Dr.  Gottstein,  of 
Breslau.  In  this  case  there  was  first  dr}^  cough  and  hoarseness, 
with  complete  aphonia  after  two  j^ears,  insufferable  respiratory 
difficulty  and  dyspnoea.  Dr.  Gottstein  found  on  the  larj-ngoscopic 
examination  a  number  of  small  granular  bodies  or  papillomata 
attached  to  the  posterior  wall  of  the  epiglottis,  on  the  ventricular 
bands  and  extending  downwards  to  the  vocal  cords  and  more  or 
less  blocking  up  the  laryngeal  cavity.  These  bodies  were  removed 
by  proper  instrumental  interference,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the 
patient  was  completely  restored  to  her  voice  and  general  health. 
(See  Lancet  and  Observer,  page  344  et  seq.oi  this  year.)  This  case 
is  a  very  instructive  one,  and  is  typical  of  many  others  to  a  greater 
extent  than  is  generall}^  supposed. 

In  his  Prize  Essay  for  the  American  Medical  Association  for 
1865,  Dr.  EUsberg  of  New  York,  has  given  a  large  number  of  cases 
in  illustration  of  the  presence  and  efi"ects  of  morbid  growths  in  the 
air  passages.  One  of  these  is  particularly  interesting,  especially 
in  view  of  the  remarkable  quantity  constituting  the  mass  of  mor- 
bid tissue;  and  occupying  so  much  of  the  laryngeal  cavity  as  to 
hang  below  the  vocal  cords  and  down  into  the  trachea.  In  this 
case  there  was  a  harrassing  hacking  cough,  and  the  voice  was  only 
a  labored  whis2:)er.  Dr.  EUsberg  was  comjDelled,  in  this  case,  to 
educate  the  fauces  and  epiglottis  to  laryngoscojjic  manipulations  for 
a  length  of  time,  before  operative  proceedings  could  be  resorted  to. 
He  finally,  and  by  repeated  piecemeal,  removed  a  growth  which  he 
estimates  to  be  equal  to  a  hen's  egg  in  bulk.  The  operation  was  a 
complete  success,  but  vocalization  was  only  partially  restored. 


A  large  number  of  additional  cases  are  reported  in  this  essay ; 
inost  of  them,  perhaps,  more  practically  useful,  if  not  of  so  strik- 
ing a  character.  Quite  a  number  of  them  are  cases  in  which  there 
is  more  or  less  complete  aphonia,  and  a  degree  of  cough.  Several 
of  them  are  produced  by  the  presence  of  small  polypi  having  their 
attachment  to  the  vocal  cords,  or  by  small  fibroid  growths,  acting 
essentially  in  the  same  manner,  so  far  as  they  prove  laryngeal 
obstructions;  and  for  the  most  part  the  removal  of  these  growths, 
whatever  their  character,  was  uniformly  attended  with  a  relief  of 
the  attendant  symptoms. 

This  is  not  properly  the  place  to  detail  the  mode  of  extirpating 
morbid  growths  of  this  character.  Laryngoscopists,  however, 
have  devised  exceedingly  ingenious  instruments  adapted  for  these 
delicate  operations — in  the  form  of  forceps,  probes  and  scissors. 
Some  of  them,  indeed,  may  be  conveniently  removed  with  cliromic 
acid,  or  other  escharotics;  the  apparatus  being  necessarily  deli- 
cate, but  the  principle  of  surgical  therapeutics  being  precisely  as 
for  lilve  procedures  in  other  localities. 

But  after  all,  in  laryngoscopy,  the  great  advantage  of  our  new 
means  of  diagnosis  is  not  particularly  to  demonstrate  the  presence 
of  these  local  conditions  of  disease  or  growths;  but  it  is  a  wonder- 
ful advance  in  our  art  that  we  are  hereby  enabled  to  arrive  at  pre- 
cision in  our  knowledge  of  any  individual  case.  Heretofore  all 
pathological  conditions  of  the  larynx  have  been  onl^-  arrived  at  by 
virtue  of  the  rational  signs.  Sometimes  these  have  indicated  a 
correct  plan  of  therapeutics — quite  as  frequently  our  proceeding 
has  been  absolutely  empirical,  and  when  a  cure  has  been  effected 
we  could  scarcely  be  sure  whether  it  occurred  from  the  remedy,  or 
from  natural  causes.  Now  we  have  a  case  of  laryngeal  trouble — - 
cough,  dyspnoea,  aphonia — presented  to  us,  and  we  proceed  to 
explore  tlie  physical  condition  of  the  structure  with  the  same 
expectation  of  certaintj'  as  any  other  organ,  the  condition  of  which 
we  can  arrive  at  a  positive  knowledge.  If  we  find  the  distinct 
results  or  presence  of  inflnmmation,  we  ma.y  use  our  swab,  or 
inhalation  with  a  comfortable  sense  of  certain  propriety.  If  we 
discover  a  polypus  or  other  mischief  making  growth,  we  may  apply 
a  direct  escharotic  or  resort  to  proper  surgical  appliance,  aided  by 
the  laryngeal  mirror;  or  if  finally  we  discover  no  local  disease  we 
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may  at  once  relieve  our  patient  from  all  annoyance  of  probangs, 
gargles  or  caustic,  and  address  ourselves  to  the  proper  indications 
of  constitutional  treatment. 

* 

Larj-ngoscopy  being  mainly  in  its  infanc}-,  it  is  probable  that  its 
cultivators  may  be  tempted  to  an  exaggerated  view  of  its  import- 
ance in  some  respects.  It  is,  however,  more  probable  that  with  its 
maturit}^  as  a  branch  of  diagnostic  exploration,  we  shall  by  and  by 
come  to  find  new  applications,  and  an  increased  range  of  patho- 
logical indications.  —  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer. 


Use  and  Abuse  of  Poultices. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  qvLoics  some  excellent  remai-ks  of  Dr. 
Richardson,  from  his  lectures  delivered  at  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians, on  the  use  and  abuse  of  j^oultices. 

The  application  of  moist  heat  in  the  form  of  poultices  to  suppur- 
ating parts,'  requires,  he  thinks,  remodeling,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  placed  on  a  true  scientific  basis.  The  common  recommendation, 
"you  must  put  on  a  j^oultice,"  is  too  often  an  easy  way  of  doing 
something  about  which  we  were  not  quite  sure,  and  concerning 
which  it  were  too  much  trouble  to  think  long.  Mischief  is  very 
often  done  by  a  poultice,  which  might  well  be  avoided. 

When  a  part  is  disposed  to  suppurate,  the  first  step  in  the  series 
of  changes  is  an  increased  flow  of  blood  through  the  capillary  sur- 
face, followed  by  obstruction,  and  thereupon  by  an  excess  of  sensi- 
ble heat  derived  from  the  friction  that  is  set  up.  Then  follows 
transudation  of  liquor  sanguinis  into  the  connective  tissue,  and  its 
transformation,  under  the  influence  of  heat,  into  what  is  called  pur- 
ulent fluid.  When  to  the  j^art  in  this  state  we  ap2>ly  moist  heat,  we 
quicken  suppuration,  mainly  by  upholding  the  temperature;  at  the 
same  time  we  secure  the  transferrence  of  water  from  the  moist  sur- 
face into  the  inflamed  part,  by  which  tension  of  tissues  is  produced, 
and  in  the  end  yielding  of  tissue  at  the  weakest  point. 

AVheu  the  suppurating  surface  is  circumscribed,  the  rapid  induc- 
tion of  the  process  may  be  attended  with  little  injury;  but  when 
the  surface  is  large,  and  when  the  exuded  fluid  is  thrown  into  loose 
structures  where  it  can  burrow  readily,  the  practice  cannot  be  good 
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to  the  extent  of  the  mischief.  Hence  in  the  treatment  of  carbuncle 
and  plegmonous  erysipelas,  it  cannot  be  sound  practice  in  the  early 
stage  to  apply  moist  heat.  Experience  as  well  as  principle  warrants 
this  conclusion.  In  cases  of  carbuncle  especially,  Dr.  Eichardson 
has  of  late  avoided  tlie  application  of  moist  heat  in  the  early  stages 
with  good  results. 

But  when  in  the  course  of  local  disease,  suppuration  is  actively 
established  and  is  naturally  circumscribed;  when  the  increased  tem- 
perature of  tlie  part  has  fallen  to  or  below  the  natural  temperature 
— then  the  value  of  moist  heat  comes  on  with  full  force.  Then  the 
tension  which  is  exerted  determines  the  escajoe  of  fluid  at  the  weak- 
est point  of  the  surrounding  tissue,  and  when  the  fluid  escapes,  or 
is  liberated  by  the  knife,  the  escape  for  a  long  period  is  aided  by 
the  application  of  moist  heat. 

The  continued  application  of  moist  heat  for  a  long  time  after  the 
escajDC  of  purulent  fluid  is  again  indifl"erent  practice.  It  sustains 
discharge,  it  sets  up  unhealthy  decomposition  of  fluids ;  it  produces 
a  thickened,  soddened  condition  of  skin,  most  favorable  to  the  pro. 
duction  of  sinus ;  and  it  retards  recovery.  When  a  surface  is  freely 
open  and  suppurating,  dry  and  not  moist  heat  is  the  remedj'.  We 
are  in  want  in  these  cases  of  a  simple  invention;  we  require  some- 
thing which  we  can  ajDply  as  readily  as  a  poultice,  which  shall  keep 
up  the  temperature  of  the  part,  and  at  the  same  time  take  up 
moisture,  and  gently  desicate,  without  injuring  the  tissues.  —  Can- 
ada Medical  Journal. 


New  Anaesthetic. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Oilman,  introduced  as  late  Surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Arm}', 
presented  to  the  Chicago  Medical  Society  several  bottles  of  a  new 
anaesthetic,  with  a  circular  describing  its  properties. 

He  claimed  for  it  all  the  advantages  of  chloroform,  ether  or 
nitrous  oxyde,  without  danger  of  producing  nausea,  vomiting  or 
headache.  The  agent  M'as  a  compound  of  meconic  acid,  kinic  acid, 
codeia  and  thein,  dissolved  in  alcohol  and  formyl. 

The  remarks  of  Dr.  Oilman  and  his  circular  gave  rise  to  consid- 
erable discussion.  Objection  was  expressed  to  the  name  of  "Nar. 
cotina,"  which  he  applied  to  this  new  agent,  as  being  a  term  already 
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given  to  one  of  the  active  principles  of  opium.  Objection  was  alsd 
made  to  the  following  phrases  in  the  circular:  Narcotina  "is  an 
almost  instantaneous  cure  (?)  for  headache  and  neuralgic."  "It  is 
free  from  all  danger,  and  may  safely  he  used  hy  cldklren  and  adults." 
Doubt  was  felt  how  far  the  following  was  absolutely  correct:  "It 
has  been  thoroughly  tested  in  hundreds  of  cases,  and  is  used 
in  the  U.  S.  Army,  in  hospitals  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Boston."  The  question  was  asked  to  what  extent  codeia,  thein  and 
such  agents  would  be  vaporized  and  enter  the  lungs,  by  inhaling 
their  solutions,  poured  on  linen  or  sponge. 

On  motion,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Drs.  Bogue,  Bevan,  Lyman,  of  Cook  County  Hospital,  and  Holmes, 
with  the  request  that  the  committee  should  make  use  of  this  auties- 
thetic  in  such  patients  as  they  might  find  convenient,  and  report  at 
some  future  meeting  regarding  its  efficacy. 


Termination  of  Motor  Nerves  in  the  Muscles. 


The  views  of  Dr.  Beale  relative  to  the  mode  of  termination  of 
the  nerves  in  the  muscular  tissue  have  been  pretty  generally  ac- 
cepted in  this  country.  Most  British  microscopists  hold  with  the 
King's  College  Professor  in  believing  that  the  nerves  have  no  deci- 
ded termination  in  the  muscles,  but  that  their  ultimate  fibres  unite 
in  forming  a  network  of  extreme  delicacy.  Abroad,  however,  this 
view  has  met  with  some  opposition,  and  especially  from  MM. 
Kuhne  and  Rouget,  the  latter  of  whom  has  just  presented  a  me- 
moir to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  upon  the  above  subject.  M. 
Rouget  states  that  tlie  nerve-fibre  ends  in  a  sort  of  terminal  plate 
or  disc ;  and  in  answer  to  Dr.  Beale's  denial  of  such  a  mode  of 
termination  he  writes :  "I  shall  only  reply,  that  all  other  observ- 
ers who  have  devoted  themselves  to  this  subject,  MM.  Krause, 
Kuhne,  Waldeyer,  Englemann,  and  Letzerich,  and  still  more  re- 
cently, MM.  Conheim  and  Vulpian,  have  all  admitted  the  existence 
of  the  terminal  plate,  and  its  entire  independence  of  any  nervous 
network."  Mr.  Rouget  laid  before  the  members  of  the  Academy 
some  photographs  of  microscopic  preparations  of  tissue,  which  he 
said  demonstrated  the  following  conclusions: — (1)  The  terminal 
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division  of  the  axis  cylinder  of  the  motor  nerve-libre  constitutes  by 
anastomosis  and  fusion  a  terminal  expansion  of  finely  granular 
substance  identical  with  that  of  the  terminal  filaments  of  the  cor- 
puscles of  Pacini,  of  the  ultimate  nervous  lamina  of  electric  plates 
of  fishes,  etc.,  and  in  immediate  contact  with  the  contractile  sub- 
stance of  the  primitive  bundle.  (2)  This  nervous  expansion  is 
traversed  in  every  direction  by  minute  canals,  establishing  a  con- 
nexion between  the  numerous  nuclei  of  the  plate,  and  communicat- 
ing probably,  on  the  one  hand,  with  the  space  intermediate  between 
the  sarcolemma  and  the  contractile  fibrillse,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
with  the  interstice  between  the  matrix  of  the  nervous  tube  and 
the  medullary  layer — an  arrangement  which  is  doubtless  related  to 
the  special  action  of  certain  poisonous  substances  upon  the  ter- 
minal extremity  of  the  motor  nerves  of  animal  life.  M.  Rouget's 
paper  will  be  found  in  the  Comtes  Rendus,  June  25th. — Lancet. 


Contributions  for  the  Medical  Volume  to  be  Published 
UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  SaniTary  COMMISSION. — OuT  readers 
are  doubtless  aware  that  a  series  of  volumes  is  to  be  published 
under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Commission;  the  difierent 
volumes  to  be  devoted  respectively  to  a  History  of  the  Commis- 
sion, to  Hospitals,  to  Military  Hygiene,  to  Surgery,  and  to  Medi- 
cine. We  are  requested  by  the  editor  of  the  volume  on  Medicine 
to  invite  any  who  served  as  surgeons  or  physicians  during  the  war, 
either  at  the  North  or  South,  to  contribute  articles  relating  to 
camp  diseases.  All  articles  received  will  be  carefully  examined, 
and  if  incorporated  in  the  work,  due  acknowledgment  will  be  made 
to  the  authors.  Articles  relating  to  any  of  the  diseases  which 
prevailed  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States  or  among  the  Confed- 
erate troops,  will  be  gladly  received.  As  the  volume  will  be 
largely  circulated,  it  will  be  a  desirable  medium  for  the  diffusion 
of  important  facts  and  conclusions,  based  on  the  experience  of 
those  who  held  medical  positions  during  the  war.  Articles  should 
be  sent,  if  possible,  by  the  middle  of  September,  or,  at  the  furthest, 
by  the  first  of  October.  They  may  be '  directed  to  the  Medical 
Committee  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  No.  21  West  12th  street. 
New  York  City.  Editors  of  Medical  Journals  are  respectfull}'^ 
requested  to  insert  this  notice. — N.  Y,  Medical  Journal. 
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Urachus  Pervious  after  Birth. 

Dr.  G.  J.  Townsend  relates  f^ostow  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal, 
Sept.  6,  1866,)  the  following  case  of  this:  "I  was  asked  to  see  a 
little  negro  five  daj's  old,  of  mixed  parentage,  and  was  told  he  was 
passing  his  water  through  his  belly.  On  inspection,  sure  enough, 
every  time  the  infant  cried  or  made  any  great  exertion,  the  urine 
bubbled  freely  from  the  umbilicus.  The  cord  had  separated  nor- 
mally, and  the  cliild  was  in  every  other  respect  vigorous  and 
healthy.  There  was  very  evident  ulceration  of  the  surface,  left  by 
the  separation  of  the  cord.  The  question  whether  the  urethra  was 
pervious  was  solved  at  the  time  of  the  visit  in  the  affirmative,  a 
fair  stream  spirting  forth  per  vias  naturales. 

The  presence  of  ulceration  at  the  orifice]  of  the  abnormal  duct 
rendered  the  'process  of  obliterating  it  very  simple.  The  ulcer- 
ated surface  was  freely  cauterized,  and  the  edges  of  the  opening 
were  brought  into  close  apposition  and  kept  there  by  a  strip  of 
adhesive  plaster,  firmly  applied  in  a  longitudinal  direction.  This 
was  still  further  secured  by  a  compress  of  cork  covered  with  wash 
leather,  and  kept  in  place  by  being  stitched  to  a  close-fitting 
swathe. 

The  presence  of  ulceration  in  this  case  may  be  thought  to  have 
some  bearing  upon  the  question  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  cord 
separates,  whether  by  a. process  of  ulceration  or  absorption.  But 
the  ulceration  was  evidently  an  accident  here,  and  caused  by  the 
acrid  fluid  passing  constantly  over  a  new  and  delicate  surface,  and 
was  healed  at  once  by  the  arrest  of  the  flow.  The  patient  was 
well  in  four  days,  when  the  swathe  was  removed. 

Cases  of  this  kind  are  believed  to  be  very  rare,  the  urachus 
shriveling  up  in  the  human  foetus  in  the  earlier  stages  of  foetal 
life." 


Citrate  of  Soda  in  Diabetes. — M.  Guyot-Danecy,  basing  his 
practice  upon  the  theory  that  diabetes  arises  from  imperfect  com- 
bustion of  the  glucose  of  the  blood,  proposes  to  employ  citi'ate  of 
soda  in  order  to  supply  the  alkaline  carbonate  which  is  necessary 
to  the  progressive  chemical  change  of  the  glucose.  He  substitutes 
the  citrate  for  the  carbonate,  because,  he  says,  it  does  not  affect 
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the  function  of  digestion.  He  adininistcrs  the  salt  in  doses  of 
from  four  to  eight  grammes.  His  analysis,  he  alleges,  demonstrate 
that  sugar  disappears  from  the  urine  after  the  (idministration  of 
the  citrate.  Citrate  of  soda  may  be  mixed  with  food  instead  ol" 
salt,  and  with  it  the  use  of  ordinary  bread  and  starchy  matters 
ceases  to  be  objectionable. — Lancet. 


Insufflation  of  Medicated  Powders  in  Gleet. — Dr.  Mallez 
has  contrived  an  instrument  by  which  medicated  powders  can  be 
conveyed  to  the  membraneous  portion  of  the  urethra,  a  region 
where  lies  the  cause  of  the  gleet,  and  which  region  ordinary  injec- 
tions cannot  reach.  The  instrument  is  chiefly  composed  of  a  cath- 
eter opened  at  both  ends,  another  which  glides  into  it,  and  an 
apparatus  for  receiving  and  iirojecting  the  j^owders.  M.  Ricord 
presented  the  instrument  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris, 
and  cases  are  mentioned  in  which  excellent  results  were  obtained 
by  insufflating  subnitrate  of  bismuth.  It  is  plain  that,  by  previous 
micturition,  the  jjowder  may  remain  hours  in  the  passage;  and  it 
is  thought  that  the  vagina,  uterus,  or  any  fistulous  tract  may  per- 
haps be  reached  in  the  same  way. — Lancet. 


Nature  of  the  Heart's  Contraction. — M.  Marey  has  been 
studying  the  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  heart  in  comparison  with 
that  of  the  ordinary  muscles,  and  has  communicated  the  results  of 
his  researches  to  the  French  Academy.  The  contraction  of  the 
muscular  fibres  of  the  heart,  like  those  of  the  bands  of  non-striated 
muscle,  are  continuous,  and  not  vibratory  like  those  of  the  ordin- 
ary muscles.  In  order  to  establish  a  relation  between  the  phe- 
nomena of  contraction  in  the  two  sorts  of  muscular  tissue,  M. 
Marey  says  that  a  ventricular  systole,  however  slow,  corresponds 
to  a  single  muscular  contraction,  and  that  thus  a  systole  holds  the 
same  relation  to  a  contraction  that  a  muscular  vibration  (with 
ordinary  muscles)  does  to  the  peculiar  sound  or  musical  note  it 
produces.  — Lancet. 
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What  nature  does  iu  disease,  and  what  the  iibysician  can  do,  embraces  the  whole 
practical  field  of  medicine,  and  cannot  be  expressed  in  detail,  or  outlined  even, 
without  including  what  we  know,  and  what  we  do  not  know.  Any  just  apprecia- 
tion of  what  nature  does,  grows  out  of  a  clear  understanding  of  the  natural  history 
of  disease,  of  its  symptoms,  causes  and  termination,  uninfluenced  by  remedies. 
A  clear  discrimination  between  the  workings  of  natural  causes  and  the  influences 
of  art,  are  necessary  in  arriving  at  truthful  estimates  of  the  value  of  medicine. 
There  is  no  end  to  the  arao\int  of  published  discovery  in  our  profession,  and  great 
f-agacity  is  riMpiired,  to  rightly  estimate  the  claims  which  are  made  to  improve- 
ment in  every  department.  Great  changes  and  wonderful  discoveries  have  actu- 
ally been  made  within  the  last  few  year.s — the  old  routine  of  thought  has  been 
broken  in  upon;  authority,  another  term  for  the  influence  of  great  names,  has  lost 
some  of  its  control — physicians  follow  less  dependently  the  guidance  of  distin- 
guished leadership,  are  more  at  lilx'rty  to  observe  for  themselves,  and  less  ready 
to  accept  the  teachings  of  others  without  personal  investigation.  The  effect  of 
this  condition  of  things,  is  manifest  in  the  advance  of  scientihc  research,  in  the  rejec- 
tion of  errors  which  had  been  entertained  for  years,  and  in  a  more  rational  appre- 
ciation of  the  influence  of  natural  causes  in  recovery  from  disease  or  its  termina- 
tion in  death. 

Disease  may  be  said  to  be,  iu  general  terms,  deviations  from  health  in  function 
or  structure — accidents  which  occur  in  the  growth,  formation  and  renewal,  of  ani- 
mal life.  We  are  born,  grow  old  and  die,  death  itself  as  truly  in  the  natural 
course,  as  life  and  growth.  Disorders  of  function,  interruption  in  the  smooth 
working  of  mortal  machineiy  constitute  the  major  part  of  the  ills  of  life,  while 
deviations  in  structure  or  growth,  comprise  the  more  intractable  maladies.  The 
forces  by  which  animal  life  is  propelled  are  sufficiently  in  excess  of  the  demand 
required  for  ordinary  locomotion,  so  that  the  "up  grade"  of  disease  is  generally, 
almost  always,  for  a  time  at  least,  overcome,  until  at  length,  when  time  has  les- 
sened the  moving  force,  decay  and  death  take  the  places  of  life  and  growth;  then 
diseases  cease  to  disappear,  and  the  normal  aflBnities  of  life,  give  place  to  the  pre- 
cipitations and  dissolutions  of  death.  Disease  of  function  manifests  natural 
tendency  to  recovery,  and  in  general  ends  in  it,  when  uninfluenced  by  art;  disease 
of  stnicture  has  tendency  in  this  direction  less  strongly  marked,  and  that  form  of 
it  which  has  been  called  malignant  appears  wholly  incorrigible,  neither  nature  or 
art  having  any  controlling  influence.  These  truths  have  been  ignored  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  even  now  physicians  unwillingly  admit  the  dependence  they  place 
upon  the  operation  of  natural  causes  It  has  been  made  to  appear  if  possible 
that  results  were  wholly  due  to  medicine  which  were  really  due  to  nature  alone, 
as  though  the  credit  of  cure,  was  greater  than  the  honor  of  perfect  knowledge,  of 
complete  familiarity  with  the  workings  of  nature.  The  true  physician  is  now 
more  widely  and  manifestly  separated  from  the  empiric,  by  a  full  recognition  of 
these  facts,  than  by  any  differences  in  the  use  of  remedies.    The  more  a  physiciau 
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knows  of  what  Uaturo  does  in  disease  and  what  a  ph3'sician  can  do,  the  greater 
his  conSdence  in  it,  and  the  less  his  dependence  upon  drugs. 

The  great  tendency  of  our  time,  is  to  attempt  too  much;  every  improvement  is 
heralded  with  the  enthusiasm  of  its  discoverer;  every  new  operation  or  modifica- 
tion of  an  old  one  is  placed  pre-eminently  before  the  medical  public;  even  the 
trivial  detail  of  unimportant  manipulation  comes  announced  as  something  now, 
until  the  ranks  of  the  profession  are  filled  with  presumption  and  pretentioil 
scarceley  less  than  the  lines  of  unscnipulotis  charlatans  and  mountebanks.— 
The  public  have  no  appreciation  at  all  of  what  nature  does  in  disease,  and  half 
believe  that  the  physician  holds  the  governing  control.  What  medicine  can  do^ 
has  always  been  written  and  talked,  until  the  most  senseless  propositions  are 
easily  received  as  established  truths.  Failure  upon  the  part  of  physicians  to  im- 
press the  public  with  this  great  fundamental  and  central  truth,  has  no  doubt  con- 
tributed to  the  prevalence  of  error,  and  a  dosire  with  invalids  to  change  their  line 
of  practice  whenever  a  more  promising  plan  is  presented,  regardless  of  every  con- 
sideration, except,  that  they  are  not  better,  believing  that  the  medicine  must  bo  in 
fault,  and  not  the  nature  of  disease.  The  united  influence  of  the  educated  med- 
ical mind  upon  the  community  is  all  powerful;  and  when  it  is  faithfully  directed 
to  the  impression  of  an  essential  truth,  it  cannot  fail  of  obtaining  the  desired 
object.  The  real  truth  in  medicine  is  but  rarely  and  imperfectly  presented 
to  the  public,  so  that  from  necessity  they  are  disqualified  to  judge  of  its  merits. 
It  has  never  been  attempted  to  educate  the  masses  in  matters  of  disease,  and 
greater  ignorance  prevails  in  this  direction,  with  in  other  respects  intelligent 
individuals,  than  in  any  other  department  of  knowledge.  Diseases  and  the  influ- 
ence of  remedies,  are  not  made  the  su))jects  of  popular  discussion  by  intelligent 
physicians,  but  the  whole  field  is  given  over  to  the  ignorant,  unscrupulous  pre- 
tenders, who  flood  the  world  with  the  most  monstrous  absurdities,  for  personal 
gain,  and  practice  upon  the  credulous  and  superstitious  the  vilest  impositions. 

It  will  be  replied,  that  the  great  mass  of  mankind  are  uneducated,  and  conse- 
quently incapable  of  imjjression  in  this  direction,  and  that  it  is  unbecoming  the 
dignity  of  the  profession  to  attempt  to  give  the  public  its  principles  of  action. 
Too  long  this  objection  has  been  the  controling  argument,  until  it  appears  probable 
that  the  best  and  only  remaining  means  of  retaining  confidence  and  in.suring 
respect,  is  by  plain  and  truthful  declaration  of  what  nature  does  in  disease,  and 
what  the  physician  can  do.  It  is  true  that  the  intelligent  in  other  departments  of 
knowledge,  sometimes  adopt  the  most  foolish  and  inconsistent  notions  in  medicine, 
but  this  grows  out  of  the  truth,  that  they  have  never  been  instructed  in  what  nature 
or  medicine  can  do,  and  though  wise  in  some  respects,  they  yet  know  nothing  at 
all  in  others.  It  is  jiainful  to  observe  the  ignorance  which  often  prevails  with 
members  of  the  other  learned  professions,  in  all  the  essential  truths  of  medicine; 
to  see  the  Doctor  of  Divinity  advocating  inconsistencies  in  medicine,  greater  than 
idol  worship,  in  theology.  I^egal  minds  appear  to  have  digested  the  force  of  evi^ 
dence  more  perfectly,  and  lo  their  credit  it  may  be  said,  they  are  less  liable  to 
adopt  palpable  error;  but  it  is  not  improliable  but  even  with  the  legal  profes- 
sion some  false  premises  are  assumed  unknowingly.     Of  these  conditions  no 
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complaint  can  reasonably  be  made;  pLysicians  even  ''wander  upon  the  dark 
mountains  and  perish  "  Men  are  not  capable  of  seeing  or  judging  alike,  and  there 
is  no  hope  of  an  approaching  day,  "when  tinth  shall  be  seen  unmixed  with  error. 
While  this  is  true,  it  is  not  riglit,  it  is  not  fair,  it  is  not  being  true  to  ourselves, 
the  profession,  or  the  world,  if  the  most  earnest  effort,  both  private  and  public,  is 
not  made,  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  error,  to  place  the  truth  fairly  by  its  side, 
and  to  give  appreciating  people  opportunity  to  judge  correctly.  The  popular 
press  is  given  over  wholly  to  the  dominion  of  quackery;  its  advertisement  sheets 
and  editorial  columns  are  alike  filled  with  copy  written  by  the  charlatans  and 
impostors,  who  throng  our  cities  and  largo  towns,  and  announce  their  "distin- 
guished names  and  great  cures."  We  would  not  wrest  from  their  unholy  hands 
these  powerful  weapons,  but  would  rather  ]iro'ect  their  innocent  victims.  We 
would  allow  the  itinerant  mountebank  to  ]>urchape  newsjjaper  puffs  while  his 
funds  last,  but  would  cut  off  his  supplies  by  infusing  into  the  community  a  true 
knowledge  of  what  nature  does  and  what  a  jiliysician  can  do. 


Books  Reviewed. 


Da  Costa's  MEDroAi.  DiAoxosra.    Second  edition. 

It  is  but  a  few  months  since  the  first  edition  of  this  work  was  placed  upon  our 
table  and  noticed  in  our  pages.  We  have  but  little  to  add,  to  what  we  said  on 
the  former  occasion.  The  sale  of  a  very  large  edition  in  the  .short  space  of  eigh- 
teen months  shows  conclusively  that  the  profession  agree  with  us  in  our  opinions 
of  the  work,  and  that  it  has  been  received  with  great  favor.  The  author  says  in 
his  preface  to  his  second  edition  that  "the  volume  has  lieen  revised,  and  about 
ninety  pages  and  twenty-two  wood-cuts  added,  mainly  on  subjects  which  in  the 
former  edition  were  but  briefly  touched  upon.  The  chief  additions  will  be  found 
in  the  chapters  on  Diseases  of  the  Brain,  of  the  Larnyx,  of  the  Blood  on  the 
Urine,  and  on  Paracites,  and  in  the  section  on  Abdominal  Enlargement,  though 
new  matter  has  also  been  incorporated  in  other  parts  of  the  book."  This  work  as 
a  guide  in  the  discrimination  of  disease,  is  without  doubt  unexcelled  in  our  lan- 
guage, and  owes  its  de.served  popularity  to  its  clear  and  truthful  descri])tions  of 
disease  as  well  as  the  discriminations  made  between  different  diseases. 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  symptoms  of  disease  is  indispensable,  in  correct  diag- 
nosis, and  the  daily  habit  of  investigation  and  comparison  is  necessary  to  appre- 
ciate their  import  and  the  relation  they  hold  to  each  other.  The  elements  of  a 
correct  and  accurate  diagnosis  are  happily  presented  in  this  book,  and  its  careful 
pursual  will  repaj'  the  attentive  reader.  Mental  acumen,  the  power  of  nice  dis- 
crimination, the  ability  to  judge  correctly  are  essential  for  correct  diagnosis,  not 
less  than  faithful  de? criptions  of  disease  and  knowledge  of  the  symptoms  by  which 
diseases  are  manifested.  It  is  perhnjis  in  this  respect  more  than  in  any  other,  that 
menial  stniiatli  is  nianilivfid,  and  nothing  adds  so  much  to  the  reputation  and 
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standiDg  of  a  physician  as  the  ability  to  discriminate  covrectly  the  import  and 
relation  of  the  various  symptoms  of  disease.  The  general  plan  of  this  work,  and 
the  niinierous  subjects  of  Avhich  it  treats  have  been  already  described  and  are  suffi- 
ciently understood  by  all  our  readers.  This  volume  ^vill  be  highly  prized  by  all 
who  would  understand  the  nature  of  disease  and  aoeiirately  discriminate  the  im- 
port of  its  varying  syn)j)fonis. 


Transactions  of  the  Indiana  Slat8  Jledical  Society  at  its  Sixteenth  Annual  Ses- 
sion, hold  Lit  Indianapolis,  May  1.5th,  Kith  and  17th,  isfid.  Published  for  the 
Society. 

This  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Indiana  State  Medical  Society  has  sev- 
eral interesting  and  valuable  essays  embodied  within  its  pages.  The  President, 
Dr.  Harding,  in  his  Inaugural  Address,  directs  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the 
effects  of  climate  and  temperature  upon  the  health  and  national  character  of 
communities,  and  says  that  "  much  that  is  obscure  and  imperfectly  understood,  as 
yet,  of  the  causation  of  disease,  and  especially  of  an  endemic  or  epidemic  charac- 
ter, will  be  connected  and  explained  by  a  more  familiar  ac(|uaintance  with  laws 
governing  climatic  and  meteorological  jjhenomena.  This  broad  and  comparatively 
uncultivated  domain  belongs,  legitimately,  to  the  medical  profession;  and  doubt- 
less some  patient  and  philosophic  laborer  in  this  important  field  of  inquiry,  will 
yet  make  discoveries,  as  to  the  cause  and  prevention  of  disease,  that  will  shed 
lustre  on  our  pi'ofession,  and  entitle  the  discoverer  to  the  distinction  of  being 
classed  with  the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  human  family." 


Medical  Electricity;  Nervous  Diseases.  By  Ai.PREn  C.  Garratt,  M.  D.,  Fellow 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society;  Member  of  the  American  Medical  A.sso- 
ciation,  etc.,  etc. 

This  is  a  volume  of  near  1100  pages,  and  must  contain  all  that  is  known  of 
Klectricity  and  Electro-Therapeutics.  We  have  not  had  time  to  carefully  peruse  the 
book,  and  nuist  confess  personal  ignorance  of  nearly  the  whole  subject.  Elec- 
tricit}'  probably  has  some  influence  in  disease,  but  we  have  never  been  able  to 
make  it  available  as  a  remed}-,  and  have  consequently  no  very  great  confidence  in 
its  curative  virtues.  Without  expressing  any  very  positive  opinions  or  claiming 
much  experience  wo  propose  to  give  our  readers  a  quotation  from  the  author's 
preface,  hoping  in  this  way  to  give  a  more  truthful  idea  of  the  work  than  could  be 
otherwise  possible. 

"When  I  first  directed  my  ontiie  professional  labors  to  this  difficult  department 
of  special  medical  practice,  Rafter  having  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
medicine  for  nearly  twenty  years,)  to  speak  mainly  in  the  words  of  another— I 
(lid  so  with  the  fullest  sense  of  their  importance,  in  two  relations:  first,  as  they 
related  to  my  own  future  career  and  reputation;  second,  as  related  to  the 
a(l\  aneement  of  the  healing  art,  and  the  immediate  relief  of  a  no  small  class  of 
otherwise^  unrcai  licd,  alllicled,  and  sufi'eriiig  jicrsous.  1  w:is  fully  aware  that  my 
position,  my  \irws.  mid  iiinis  niiulit  excite  ini^niipfchcni-ioM,  liecause  the  hitherto 
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very  general  association  of  the  eiiiijirical  uses  of  electricity,  witli  quackery, 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  oounlry,  would  naturally  lead  to  some 
erroneous  verdict,  at  least  until  my  true  jiosition  uiifiht  he  currectly  and  defin- 
itely defined. 

But  one  word  further.  Our  art  is  one  ai  t.  Each  branch  is  but  a  part  of  the 
whole,  and  simply,  -'e  pluribus  wimn."  It  is  too  lat(!  to  be  sticklers  for  creeds  or 
isms,  for  pathics  or  systems;  only  let  each  be  honest  and  earnest  in  his  profes- 
sional sphere.  The  author  is  desirous  that  this  should  no  longer  be  termed  a 
"iSysiem"  of  practice,  but  nieiely  tlie  electric  remedies,  etc.,  and  that  we  take  spe- 
cial pains  to  eradicate  those  false  notions  from  the  minds  of  the  peojjle. 

I  wish  here  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  fact,  that  almost  no  allusion  is 
made  in  this  work  to  the  simultaneous  employment  of  medicines  with  electric 
treatment.  This  ii*  purposely  omitted;  but  it  must  not  necessarily  follow  that  it 
is  to  be  omitted  in  practice,  if  we  wish  to  gain  the  greatest  possible  amount  of 
imjjrovenient  for  the  patient  in  tiie  least  jiossible  time.  Indeed,  it  will  often  be 
noticed  that  a  skillful  use  of  electric  cancnts  will  quicken  the  action,  and  heighten 
the  efTects  of  internal  nirdicines.  Of'len,  cases  will  lie  presented  that  promise 
success  only  in  this  way. 

Again:  like  many  other  potent  remedies  now.  as  heretofore,  employed  in  the 
treatment  of  diseases,  electricity  is  gi-eatly  valuei  for  its  given  effects,  in  certain 
cases,  by  a  small  portion  of  the  profession  who  have  thoroughly  investigated  it, 
among  whom  are  some  of  the  most  distinguished  names;  vhile  another  portion  of 
tho  profession,  equally  respectable,  think  but  little  of  it;  and  others  there  are  who 
discard  it  altogether.  But  when  it  is  shown  that  the  nerves,  muscles,  and  many 
of  the  secretions  can  be  more  surely  and  more  iinifoimly  called  info  their  natural 
action  by  means  of  electricity  than  hy  any  other  known  agent,  and  that  the 
degree  and  kind  of  that  effect  is  widely  different,  according  to  the  form,  quantity, 
or  intensity  of  the  electricity  employed,  and  that  again  modified  a.<?  widely,  accord- 
ing to  the  methods  of  administering  the  dose  at  each  seance,  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  the  existing  diffei-ences  of  ojjinions  as  to  the  healing  power,  or  tho  managea- 
ble and  remedial  value  of  electricity,  will  be  more  nearly  harmonized,  and  that 
on  an  intelligent  basis. 

It  must  not  be  thought  certaia  that  the  electric  current  exercises  an  inworidng 
influence  only  on  or  through  the  nerves  and  mnsclos.  It  is,  on  tho  contrary,  my 
intention  to  aid  medical  men  to  become  familiar  with  the  idea,  that  all  textures 
of  the  living  animal  body,  being  saturated,  as  they  are,  with  the  saline  solutions 
of  the  blood  and  other  secretions  of  the  animal  economy,  are  peculiarly  accessible 
to  the  chemical  and  mechanical  workings  of  the  static,  galvanic,  and  electro- 
magnetic currents.  However,  to  my  own  mind,  it  is  only  by  tho  most  minute 
and  slowly  maturing  experience  in  the  analagous  workings  of  these  currents  in 
different  living  tissues,  that  insiglit  and  confidence  can  bo  obtained,  which  are  so 
necessary  for  the  rational  ajiplication  of  electric  currents  for  curing  diseases.  I 
trust  this  work  will  jtresent  a  phalanx  of  facts,  as  well  as  many  original,  practical 
directions  for  obtaining  physiological  and  therapeutical  results,  that  will  be  found 
worthy  of  a  candid  attention,  and  lead  on  to  fresh  researches  in  this  inviting 
department  of  medical  science. 
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Finally,  the  author  of  this  work  has  aimed  by  directness,  thoroughness,  and 
extent  of  practical  research,  thus  pi'esented  by  himself  or  by  accredited  authori- 
ties; by  ample  ])lates  of  apparatus,  and  of  anatomy;  by  great  simplicity  in  style, 
and  freedom  from  technicalities  as  far  as  possible,  (also  by  term  Explanations,)  to 
present  this  whole  subject  of  Medical  Electricity  in  so  clear  and  simple  a  manner 
as  to  he  readily  understood  by  any  one  of  ordinary  intelligence;  hoping  it  may 
invite  into  this  hitherto  neglected,  but  intensely  interesting  and  profitable  study 
of  Electricity,  as  it  relates  to  human  life  and  health,  to  the  cause  and  cure  of  dis- 
ease, all  ranks  of  the  medical  profession,  as  well  as  help  to  initiate  tho  younger 
candidates  for  its  labors  and  its  honors,  in  years  to  come,  to  a  still  more  rational 
view  of  diseases  and  their  remedies;  to  all  of  whom,  or  whosoever  reads,  it  may 
prove  an  exposition  of  this  subject  at  once  elementary,  practical  and  substantial." 

Possibly  our  readers  can  appreciate  from  the  author's  own  description  of  his 
liook  something  of  what  he  has  attcni[ited.  The  work  is  more  obnoxious  to  criti- 
cism than  most  books  upon  scientific  subjects;  but,  perhaps,  the  earnest  seeker  for 
truth  may  find  it  within  tho  compass  of  this  volume. 


Instructions  on  the  Preparation,  Administration  and  Properties  of  XitroKs  Oxide, 
Protoxide  of  Nitrogen  or  Laughing  Gas.  By  Okoiige  V.  Baiikeh,  D.  D.  S., 
Professor  of  the  Principles  of  Dental  Surgery  and  Tlierapeutics  in  the  Philadel- 
l)hia  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  etc.,  etc.  Phihidelphia:  Kubeucamo  &  Stock- 
ton, IStit). 

The  peculiar  exhilarating  properties  of  nitrous  oxide  have  long  been  known, 
and  its  employment  as  an  internal  remedy  has  been  repeatedly  practiced  for  some 
time  however  with  but  little  success.  The  monograph  under  consideration  is 
especially  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  its  anaesthetic  projierties,  attention  to 
which  has  recently  been  called,  the  author  claiming  for  it  a  prominent  place  in 
the  list  of  anipsthetics,  and  ascribing  to  it  properties  possessed  by  no  other  simi- 
lar agent  with  which  wo  are  acquainted.  He  presents  the  subject  in  a  lucid  and 
practical  manner,  considering  in  succession  the  properties  both  chemically  and 
physiologically  of  nitrous  oxide,  its  mode  of  its  administration  and  the  apparatuses 
employed  for  the  same.  An  instrument  for  generating  the  gas  has  been  invented 
by  the  author,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  keep  it  on  hand  for  any  length  of  time. 
Wo  would  cheerfully  recommend  to  all  those  of  the  profession  who  desire  to  inves- 
tigate this  subject  and  those  who  employ  this  agent  for  its  anaesthetic  properties, 
this  work,  which  embodies  all  that  is  known  regarding  its  preparation  and  mode 
of  administration. 
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Elements  of  Medical  Chemistry.  By  B.  IIowahd  Kam),  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Jefferson  Medical  College.  Philadelphia:  T.  Elwood  Zell  &  Co., 
18(i7. 


Therapeutics  of  Zymotic  Diseases.    By  Edward  B.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati. 
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A  Practical  Treatise  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations.  Fiy  I'hank  IIastixcs  Ham- 
li.TDH',  A.  ]5..  A.  M.,  iM.  J)..  I'rofessor  of  tlie  riincijiles  of  Surgery,  Military 
Siirf;;(!ry  and  llyi^ieiie.  and  of  Fractures  !ind  Dislocations  in  Hellcvue  Hospital 
Medical  Collope;  Sui-geon  to  IJellevue  Hospital  and  to  tlie  Charity  Hospital. 
New  York;  Professor  of  .Military  Surgery,  etc.,  in  the  !jon<;  Island  College  Hos- 
pital; author  of  a  Treatise  on  Military  Surgery.  Tliird  edition,  revised  and 
improved.    Illustrated  with       wood  cuts.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Physical  Exidoration  of  the  Chest,  and  (he  Diagno- 
sis of  Diseases  affecting  the  liespiratory  Organs.  By  Ai  sn.v  Fi.i.nt.  M.  D.. 
Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Piaclice  of  Medicine  in  the  IJelleviu'  Hosjiital 
Medical  College,  and  in  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital;  Fellow  of  the  Xew 
York  Academy  of  Medicine,  etc.  Second  edition,  revised.  Philadelphia; 
Henry  C.  Lea. 

A  Hand-Book  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery  for  the  use  of  Practitioners.  By  .loiiv  Z. 
Lai'rexck,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  M.  .V.  (I'nv  Lond..)  Surgeon  to  the  Ophtlialmic  Hos- 
jiital, Soutliwark;  Fdilor  of  the  Ophthalmic  Keview;  Memher  of  tlu;  Heidel- 
iierg  Ophthalmological  Society,  of  the  Universal  Ophtlialmological  Soci<>ty,  of 
the  Pathological  Soci(!ty  of  London,  of  the  llai  veian  Society,  of  the  Society  of 
Practical  Medicine  of  Pari.s,  ol'  the  Society  of  German  Naturalists  and  I'hysi- 
cians,  and  Rohkiit  C.  Moos'.  House  Surgeon  to  the  Ophthalmic  Hosjiital,  Soiith- 
wark.    With  numerous  illustration.^.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  By  J.  Moore  Nbligax.  M.  D., 
M.  R.  I.  A.,  etc.  Fifth  American  from  the  second  revised  and  enlarged  Dulilin 
edition.  By  T.  W.  Ri-:lchki!,  M.  A..  M.  D..  Dublin;  Fellow,  Censor.  Exam- 
iner in  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  in  Arts,  and  Honorary 
Librarian,  King  and  Queen's  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland;  Honorary  Mem- 
ber of  the  Cork  Medical  Society;  Physician  to  the  Dublin  Dispensary  for  Skin 
Diseases;  and  sometime  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Cork  I-'ever  HospitaL 
Philadelphia:    Henry  C.  Lea. 

Transactions  of  the  Twenty-First  Annual  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ohio  Medical 
Society,  held  at  Ohio  White  Sulphur  Springs,  July  19th,  20th  and  21st,  1866. 


Class  in  the  Medical  College. 


From  present  indications,  the  next  class  in  the  University  of  BulTalo  will  be 
larger  than  ever  before;  the  preliminary  term,  now  nearly  completed,  gives  prom- 
ise of  its  being  unusually  large  and  intelligent  The  increasing  popularity  of  this 
school  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  energy  and  capacity  of  its  professorial  staff, 
which,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  remains  unchanged.  The  importance  of  oph- 
thalmology, laryngoscopy,  orthopanlia  and  other  divisions  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery demand  increased  attention — at  least  some  of  these  subjects  could,  no 
doubt,  be  more  fully  introduced  with  great  advantage  to  the  classes,  even  if  by 
so  doing,  portions  of  the  former  curriculum  of  teaching  was  somewhat  interfered 
with.  These  subjects  are  the  attractive  topics  of  professional  observation  and 
pursuit  at  the  present  time,  and  to  pass  them  over  almost  unnoticed,  is  to  forget 
the  living  present  and  study  the  classical  and  historical  past.  This  institution 
is  now  wealthy  in  essential  strength,  and  can  afford  to  assume  any  elevation  of 
standard  it  chooses.  Its  teachers  understand  better  than  any  one  else,  what  if 
and  other  similar  institutions  most  need. 
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The  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited  by  M.  L.  Linton,  M.  D.  and 
Frank  AV.  White,  M.  D. 

The  Medical  Record. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Journal. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Examiner,  edited  by  N.  S.  Davis,  M.  D. . 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  edited  by  S.  W.  Butler,  M.  D. 

The  Cincinnati  Journal  of  Medicine,  edited  by  George  C.  Blackman.  M.  D., 
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The  Richmond  Medical  Journal,  edited  by  E.  S.  Gaillard,  M.  D.  and  W.  S.  Mc- 
Chesney,  M.  D. 

The  Savannah  Journal  of  Medicine,  edited  by  Juria  Harris,  M.  D.,  J.  B.  Read- 
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M.  D. 
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ART.  I. —  Verdict  against  an  Apothecary  for  an  alleged  mistake  in 
putting  up  a  Prescription.    By  J.  R.  Lothrop,  M.  D. 

(COXCLUUED.) 

In  a  preceding  article  an  account  was  given  of  testimony  in  the 
case,  some  of  wliich  was  certainly  of  a  most  extraordinary  charac- 
ter. In  the  present,  there  will  be  an  attempt  to  state  what  is  at 
present  known  or  believed,  upon  the  subject  of  the  action  and  prop- 
erties of  veratrum  viride.  At  the  trial  it  was  stated  by  the  main 
medical  witness  for  the  plaintiff,  that  all  the  hellebores  contained 
the  alkaloid  veratria.  The  kinds  of  hellebore  were  enumerated,  viz : 
the  white,  green  and  black.  It  is  needless  to  state  to  a  well 
informed  medical  man,  that  black  hellebore  has  no  botanical  affin- 
ity with  the  others,  is  not  classed  with  the  others  in  any  system  of 
Materia  Medica,  and  has  never  been  stated  to  contain  the  alkaloid 
veratria.  Of  course  it  will  be  perceived,  the  bearing  of  a  question 
on  the  part  of  counsel  to  bring  out  such  a  statement,  was  to  make 
a  strong  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  jury,  as  to  the  poison- 
ous nature  of  hellebore  by  whatever  name  known,  whether  white, 
green,  or  black.  It  was  established  that  veratria  was  a  poison,  and 
if  all  hellebores  contained  veratria,  they  were  poison  also.  Unfor- 
tunately on  the  part  of  the  defence  the  error  of  this  statement  was 
not  clearly  brought  out,  so  that  with  the  confusion  of  several  kinds 
of  hellebore,  and  that  arising  from  the  names  veratrum  and  veratria, 
VOL.  (i,  NO.  4 — 16. 


118     VERDICT  AGAINST  AN  APOTHECARY,  BT  J.  R.  LOTHROP,  M.  D.  j 

it  would  not  be  strange  if  the  jury  were  convinced  that  all  helle-  I 

bores  contained  A'eratria  and  were  equally  poisonous.    As  regards  ! 

veratria,  it  is  true,  it  is  an  intestinal  irritant,  and  will  produce  | 

bloody  discharges  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  and  is  said  by  some  i 

to  cause  intestinal  inflammation;  this  is  equally,  or  we  may  say  I 

more  true,  of  the  veratrum  album  from  which  it  is  obtained.  j 

It  is,  then,  an  important  inquiry:  does  veratrum  viride  or  green  | 

hellebore,  contain  the  alkaloid  veratria?    Dr.  Osgood,  who  wrote  ! 

an  elaborate  essay  upon  the  properties  and  actions  of  veratrum  ' 

viride,  stated  that  he  obtained  by  chemical  process  a  white  powder  j 
which  he  supposed  to  be  the  alkaloid  of  the  plant.    Mr.  Thos.  A. 

Mitchell  also  obtained  by  analysis  a  white  powder  which  he  thought  j 

to  be  the  active  principle.    But  neither  of  them  declared,  if  they  i 
suspected,  that  the  white  powder  found  by  them  resembled  in  any 
way  veratria.    In  fact  if  they  did  make  any  chemical  experiments 

to  prove  its  identity  with  veratria,  they  did  not  announce  them,  j 

and  Dr.  Osgood  only  states  that  the  powder  was  inodorous  and  j 

acrid.  j 

Xot  long  after  Mr.  Worthington  made  a  complete  analysis,  and  ; 

the  result  of  his  researches  was  the  finding  of  "an  alkaloid  sub-  ! 

stance  identical  with  veratria. "    This  was  the  first  announcement  I 

that  the  plant  contained  such  an  alkaloid.    Not  long  since  Mr.  ! 

Richardson  satisfied  himself  by  careful  analysis  and  tests,  that  an  \ 
alkaloid  identical  with  veratria  existed  in  the  veratrum  album. 

About  the  same  time  Prof.  Percy  of  New  York,  obtained  from  the  j 

plant  "a  very  fine,  white,  amorphous  powder,  possessing  all  the  | 

physical  properties  of  veratria."    In  1*62  Mr.   Scattergood  of  j 

Philadelphia  made  a  very  careful  comparison  of  the  alkaloids  .] 

derived  from  the  white  and  green  hellebore,  and  he  also  was  satis-  j 

fied  that  they  were  identical.  , 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Charles  Bullock  of  Philadelphia,  in  two  | 

recent  numbers  of  the  Journal  of  Pharmacy,  Sept.  1865  and  March,  I 

1866,  after  giving  the  processes  employed  by  him  to  separate,  and  the  i 

re-actions  of  the  active  principle,  (or  j^rinciples,  as  he  found  two,)  , 

of  veratrum  viride,  makes  this  statement:  "The  re  actions  of  both  ■ 
these  principles   with  sulphuric  acid,  carefully  repeated,  and 

with  hydrochloric  acid,  tend  to  the  belief  that  neither  of  them  is  \ 

veratria,  properly  considered,  although  this  and  the  deportment  \ 
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with  other  re-agents,  show  a  close  connexion  between  them."  In 
a  second  communication  in  March,  1866,  after  stating  that  the 
object  of  his  second  investigation  was  "to  obtain  information 
whether  the  alkaloids  obtained  from  the  plant  (veratrum  viride) 
were  identical  with  veratria,"  he  goes,  on  to  say  as  one  point  in  the 
summary  of  his  investigation,  "that  veratrum  viride  contains  two 
alkaloids — one  soluble  in  ether,  and  the  other  insoluble  in  that 
menstruum.  Neither  of  these  principles  answer  in  their  chemical  re- 
actions to  veratria. " 

Prof.  Percy  states,  that  "sulphuric  acid  is  the  only  one  of  all 
these  [re-agents]  that  can  be  deemed  decisively  confirmatory  of  the 
presence  of  veratria."  With  this  acid,  veratria  changes  from  a 
light  yellow  to  bright  blood  red,  then  crimson,  which  latter  color 
lasts  some  hours.  According  to  Mr.  Bullock  the  alkaloids  of  ver- 
atrum viride  when  treated  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  give  the 
following  re-actions:  "dissolving  to  a  reddish  yellow  color,  which 
changes  to  ochery  red,  then  to  reddish  brown,  and  finally  becoming 
brown."  This  re-action,  if  reliable,  differs  essentially  from  that  of 
veratria  with  the  same  re-agent. 

It  was  shown  by  Trapp  of  Russia  in  1863,  that  veratria  in  cold 
hydrochloric  acid  dissolved  to  a  colorless  solution ;  when  boiled  it 
assumed  a  red  color,  that  finally  became  intense,  resembling  that 
of  permanganate  of  potassa.  Of  this  test  Mr.  Bullock  remarks : 
"this  re-action  is  very  sensitive,  even  with  impure  veratria  of 
commerce — the  color  remaining  with  little  change  in  a  closed  test 
tube,  after  the  lapse  of  ten  days."  He  found,  however,  upon 
applying  this  test  to  the  alkaloids  of  veratrum  viride  that  both 
"dissolved  in  cold  hydrochloric  acid  to  faint  yellotv  solutions; 
boiling  deepened  this  color.  After  standing  twenty-four  hours, 
the  solutions  assumed  a  turbid  greenish  color."  This  re-action 
again,  it  will  be  perceived  is  very  unlike  that  of  veratria  with  the 
same  re-agent. 

These  re-actions  have  been  detailed  to  show  that  the  investiga- 
tions of  Mr.  Bullock  are  the  most  recent,  and  apparently  made 
with  great  care ;  and  they  seem  to  be  very  decisive  in  their  bearing 
upon  the  question  of  the  existence  of  an  alkaloid  in  veratrum 
viride  identical  with  veratria.  They  certainly  show  a  very  great 
dissimilarity  in  their  chemical  properties.    They  are  not  therefore 
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identical.  We  may  assume  that  their  therapeutical  actions  are 
also  different,  though  tliis  is  rather  a  matter  for  proof  than  infer- 
ence, as  substances  having  like  chemical  affinities  do  not  always 
have  like  actions  as  medicines. 

But  apart  from  inference,  the  observations  of  Prof.  Percy  and 
others  clearly  indicate  that  the  therapeutical  action  of  the  alka- 
loids derived  from  veratrum  viride  is  not  identical  with  that  of 
veratria,  and  though  the  difference  in  the  action  of  the  alkaloids  is 
not  so  great  as  that  in  the  actions  of  the  plants  from  which  they 
are  obtained,  viz :  the  veratrum  viride  and  album ;  yet  it  is  dis- 
tinct enough  to  warrant  the  belief  that  they  are  not  the  same. 

Dr.  Stille  in  his  excellent  work  says,  "the  botanical  affinities  of 
the  plant,  and  its  action  upon  the  animal  economy,  render  it 
probable  that  its  virtues  are  owing  to  veratria,  the  active  principle 
of  veratrum  albim."  In  his  first  edition  he  added,  "but  the  exper- 
imental proof  of  this  supposition  is  still  wanting."  In  the  second 
edition  this  last  clause  is  omitted,  though  he  gives  nothing  new 
which  seems  to  have  determined  him  to  give  over  his  doubts  and 
admit  the  proposition,  except  a  statement  that  Dr.  Uhle  of  Dorpat, 
analyzed  a  specimen  of  veratria  obtained  from  the  green  hellebore 
sent  him  from  New  York,  and  he  found  it  identical  with  that 
obtained  from  the  veratrum  album. 

Dr.  Wood  in  the  latest  edition  of  the  Dispensator}-,  after  notic- 
ing the  most  recent  investigations  as  to  the  properties  and  actions 
of  the  veratrum  viride,  says:  "A  very  important  inference  is  that 
there  is  a  principle  in  the  American  hellebore  distinct  from  vera- 
tria, upon  which  its  remarkable  powers  over  the  circulation 
depend," 

To  sum  up  the  authorities  upon  the  subject,  if  we  give  most 
weight  to  the  latest  investigations,  we  are  warranted  in  saying  that, 
as  far  as  the  chemical  properties  are  concerned,  the  alkaloids 
derived  from  veratrum  viride  and  veratrum  album  are  entirely  dis- 
tinct, and  that  veratrum  viride  does  not  contain  veratria.  It  must, 
however,  be  conceded  that  the  opposite  opinion  is  suj^ported  by 
the  greater  number.  "We  must  on  all  questions  weigh  authorities 
as  well  as  count  them. 

"When  we  consider  the  question  in  its  therapeutical  aspect,  we  are 
clearly  entitled  to  infer  that  no  identity  of  action  exists,  or  has 
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been  claimed,  llie  alkaloids  from  both  plants  are  stated  to  act 
similarly,  but  not  exactly  alike.  Bat  even  admitting  that  the 
alkaloids  from  both  plants  are  identical  in  properties  and  actions, 
Prof  Percy  states  that  the  alkaloid  exists  in  the  veratrum  viride 
in  very  small  quantity,  so  that  in  a  considerable  dose  the  amount 
would  be  too  small  to  expect  from  it  any  sensible  effect. 

When  we  consider  the  actions  of  the  plants  themselves,  we  find 
they  differ  widely  in  their  effects.  This  of  itself  leads  to  the 
inference  that  the  active  principles  of  the  plants  are  different. 
If  we  admit  that  the  alkaloids  of  each  when  isolated  act  pretty 
much  alike,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  assume  that  in  the  wJiole  plant 
their  action  is  modified  by  other  principles  that  account  for  the 
difference.  In  the  case  of  veratrum  viride  it  is  something  distinct 
from  veratria,  as  we  get  it  from  veratrum  album.  But  in  the  case 
of  veratria  from  the  veratrum  album,  its  effects  may  be  taken  to 
be,  in  the  main,  those  of  the  whole  plant  from  which  it  is  obtained. 
We  must  then,  conclude,  either  that  the  alkaloid  isolated  from 
veratrum  viride  and  called  veratria,  is  not  the  same  as  that  obtain- 
ed from  the  veratrum  album ;  or  that  if  the  same,  it  is  in  the  plant 
in  such  small  quantity,  or  so  associated  with  other  i^rinciples,  which 
are  more  active,  that  it  loses  its  power  to  act  at  all  as  veratria. 
In  either  case  it  is  not  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  in  estimating 
the  actions  of  veratrum  viride ;  for  either  it  is  not  veratria,  or  if 
veratria,  it  loses  its  distinct  action  by  association  with  other  prin- 
ciples. Veratria  obtained  from  the  veratrum  album,  is  spoken  of 
by  Dr.  Stille  as  causing  in  animals  "a  copious  discharge  of  liquid 
with  mucus  and  even  blood  from  the  bowels,  with  spasmodic 
retraction  of  the  abdominal  walls;"  if  veratrum  viride  contains 
the  same  alkaloid,  what  is  it  that  robs  it  of  its  power,  when  in  the 
plant,  to  produce  these  effects  ? 

This  brings  us  to  the  question  of  so  much  importance  in  the  case 
above  related,  viz:  whether  veratrum  viride  can  in  any  proper 
sense  be  called  a  purgative.  It  is  well  known  that  one  of  the 
marked  effects  of  veratrum  album,  when  given  in  full  doses,  is 
excessive  purging;  frequent  discharges  of  mucus  and  blood  taking 
place.  It  is  undeniably  in  large  doses  a  violent  irritant  of  the 
bowels,  pretty  uniformly  causing  purgation.  In  this  respect  it 
differs  radically  from  veratrum  viride,  which,  according  to  the  expe- 
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rience  of  most  observers,  never,  or  very  rarely  acts  as  a  purgative. 
This  difference  is  so  radical  as  to  constitute  in  itself  a  sort  of 
proof  that  the  active  principle  in  each  is  different. 

If  we  examine  the  testimony  of  writers  upon  the  subject  we  find 
this  statement  confirmed  by  the  great  majority.  Dr.  Osgood,  in 
his  essay  in  183.5,  said,  after  a  pretty  free  use  of  it,  that  according 
to  his  experience  the  veratrum  viride  "has  not  the  slightest  laxa- 
tive effect."  Much  earlier  than  this.  Dr.  John  Ware  of  Boston, 
gave  it  in  thirty  cases,  in  order  to  ascertain  its  effect  upon  the 
stomach  and  alimentary  canal.  He  used  the  powder  in  doses  as 
large  as  ten  grains,  and  "in  no  instance  was  it  very  clear  that 
purging  was  produced."  Dr.  Norwood,  well  known  in  connection 
with  this  plant,  stated:  "it  is  not  cathartic  by  any  means."  Mr. 
Worthington,  in  several  trials  upon  himself,  found  that  "in  neither 
trial  was  there  a  disposition  to  catharsis."  Dr.  John  Bell  of  Brook- 
lyn, in  a  Report  on  Materia  Medica,  published  in  the  North  Ameri- 
can Medico- Chirurgical  Review  for  Sept.  1858,  gives  a  summary  of 
the  experience  of  some  sixteen  practitioners,  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  in  the  use  of  veratrum  viride.  Some  of  them  used 
very  large  doses,  and  by  none  is  it  distinctly  stated  that  purging 
occurred.  Had  such  an  action  taken  place  it  would  hardly  have 
failed  of  mention,  on  account  of  the  serious  interference  with  the 
continued  use  of  the  medicine,  which  such  an  effect  would  have 
caused.  On  the  other  hand  many  of  them  stated,  as  one  of  the 
advantages  of  the  medicine,  that  it  did  not  purge.  Thus  Dr.  Boer- 
stler  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  reports:  "I  have  given  it  to  patients 
for  two  months,  and  never  witnessed  any  catharthic  action ;"  and 
Dr.  Hutchinson  states:  "  In  no  instance  have  I  found  veratrum 
[viride]  to  purge." 

Prof.  Percy  gives  the  most  positive  testimony  on  this  point. 
He  says:  "I  have  carefully  watched  over  one  thousand  cases  for 
this  effect,  and  I  have  never  seen  a  case  in  which  I  was  satisfied 
that  purging  was  produced  by  this  alone,  when  given  by  the 
mouth. " 

Dr.  Stille  quotes  the  statements  of  Drs.  Osgood  and  Norwood, 
above  given,  and  adds:  "To  these  accounts  most  of  the  reporters 
subscribe."  These  "reporters"  include  many  of  the  best  men  of 
the  profession,  among  them  Prof  McGugin  of  Iowa,  whose  reports 
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are  of  great  interest  and  value.  But  he  finds  that  in  one  case, 
Dr.  E.  M.  Pendleton  reports  "copious  watery  evacuations  per 
anum;"  and  in  two  cases  Dr.  E.  Piatt  reports  "profuse  watery 
evacuations  from  the  bowels,"  and  "looseness  of  the  bowels." 
In  spite  of  all  the  positive  testimony  on  the  other  side,  the 
report  of  these  two  practitioners  in  three  cases,  inclines  him 
to  believe  that  the  denial  of  purgative  properties  to  veratrum 
viride,  is  not  yet  to  be  fully  accepted  as  a  settled  question. — 
This  is  to  be  inferred  from  his  language ;  for  after  stating  that 
in  three  cases  Dr.  Rayner  found  that  veratrum  album,  given 
so  as  to  cause  dangerous  symptoms,  yet  did  not  purge,  he 
says:  "It  is  therefore  certain  that  if  an  absolute  difference 
exists  between  the  two  'medicines,  it  is  not  to  be  found  in 
their  cathartic  operation;"  although  he  admits  that  "it  would 
appear  that  this  effect  is  most  usual  with  white  hellebore."  This 
certainly  so  leaves  the  matter  of  difference  between  green  and 
white  hftUebore  as  to  cathartic  action,  as  to  give  it  very  little 
prominence,  and  in  fact  lead  the  reader  to  suppose  that  hardl}^  any 
exists.  From  all  the  testimony  which  might  be  adduced  on  the 
subject,  the  matter  would  be  much  more  fairly  stated  as  follows : 
All  writers  agree  in  ascribing  to  the  white  hellebore  a  most  decided 
action,  as  an  intestinal  irritant,  hence  causing  excessive  purging, 
not  easily  controlled.  This  action  is  not  without  exception,  but  is 
the  rule,  and  it  is  pretty  safe  to  state  that  a  large  dose  will  give 
rise  to  catharsis.  On  the  other  hand,  with  veratrum  viride,  the 
rule  is,  no  intestinal  irritation  and  no  catharsis ;  and  so  constantly, 
that  it  may  be  fully  stated  to  be  almost  without  exception.  This 
difference,  if  not  positively  absolute,  is  yet  sufficiently  distinct,  to 
entitle  it  to  more  prominence  than  is  given  to  it  by  Dr.  Stille. 

Comparing  authorities,  it  appears  that  the  great  majority  of 
observers  are  positive  in  declaring  that  veratrum  viride  is  not  a 
purgative,  and  we  seem  warranted  in  asserting  that  the  weight  of 
authority  is  on  the  same  side.  Undeniably,  in  some  cases,  its  use 
has  been  followed  by  free  movements  of  the  bowels,  but  this  action 
without  doubt,  in  many  instances,  follows  from  its  emetic  action, 
and  often  follows  any  emetic.  The  secretions  are  so  increased  by 
emesis,  that  watery  evacuations  may  take  place  by  the  bowels ; 
but  this  is  temporary,  and  not  in  any  true  sense  purging.  It 
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seems  safe  to  assert,  that  no  evidence  can  be  found  in  tiie  experi- 
ence as  to  the  effects  of  veratrum  viride,  as  yet  announced,  which 
goes  to  prove  that  it  has  any  positive  operation  as  an  intestinal 
irritant,  and  therefore  liable  to  cause  excessive  purging,  with 
mucus  and  bloody  discharges. 

As  bearing  upon  this  point,  cases  in  which  very  large,  even  in 
some  cases,  excessive  doses  have  been  used  are  here  detailed. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  of  Indiana,  gave  to  a  boy  three  years  of  age, 
with  croup,  in  twenty-four  hours,  one  ounce  of  the  tincture  of  ver- 
atrum viride  without  producing  much  vomiting  or  any  purging, 
and  "with  the  happiest  results."  Dr.  Watson  states,  in  the  Nashville 
Journal,  that  he  gave  one  patient  16  drops  of  the  tincture,  every 
two  hours,  three  days  in  succession,  "without  the  slightest  effect." 

Dr.  Barker,  in  his  service  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  in  a  case  of 
puerperal  fever,  made  use  of  the  tincture  for  six  successive  daj's, 
giving  on  some  days  as  many  as  10  drops  every  hour  for  several 
hours.  The  first  day,  in  9  hours,  72  drops  were  taken;  on  the 
second,  during  the  twenty-fours,  68  drops;  on  the  third,  82  drops; 
on  the  fourth,  91  drops;  on  the  fifth,  78  drops;  on  the  sixth,  62 
drops ;  in  all  453  drops  in  5^  days — equal  to  5  or  6  drachms.  At 
the  end  of  the  sixth  day  the  report  was,  "feels  well,  improvement 
marked."  These  quantities  caused  some  vomiting;  nothing  like 
purging;  no  bad  effects. 

Dr.  Newson  of  Georgia,  mentions  three  cases  in  which  large 
doses  were  taken  to  procure  abortion,  in  two,  half  teaspoonful 
doses  of  tincture,  repeated  in  an  hour;  in  one,  two  doses  of  thirty 
drops  each,  (interval  not  mentioned,)  in  all  cases  with  no  bad  effect 
beyond  extreme  nausea.  Dr.  Taliaferro  mentions  the  case  of  a 
physician  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  who  took  by  mistake  an  ounce  of  the 
tincture  at  one  time ;  the  disturbance  only  amounted  to  extreme 
nausea  and  vomiting,  and  some  difficulty  in  breathing.  A  case 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Loomis  of  this  city,  in  which  by 
mistake  a  teaspoonful  of  the  tincture  was  taken  at  one  dose.  The 
consequences  of  this  mistake  were  extreme  vomiting,  one  or  two 
movements  of  the  bowels,  but  nothing  like  purging,  great  pros- 
tration, readily  rallied  from.  The  patient  was  afflicted  with  acute 
rheumatism,  which  was  cured  by  the  dose.  Prof.  Percy  in  his 
Essay  gives,  in  a  note,  four  cases  in  which  enormous  doses  were 
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taken,  and  in  neither,  is  purging  mentioned  as  a  result,  only  vom- 
iting and  great  prostration.    These  effects  were  but  temporary. 

These  cases  are  so  remarkable  that,  it  is  worth  while  to  give  some 
of  the  details,  for  those  who  ma,y  not  have  met  the  account  of 
them. 

A  farmer  put  ten  pounds  of  green  hellebore  in  water  and  boiled 
to  a  gallon ;  of  this  decoction,  by  mistake,  his  wife  drank  a  tumbler 
full;  free  vomiting,  prostration,  and  fearful  cold  sweat  followed, 
but  she  recovered  in  forty-eight  hours. 

In  the  second,  two  quarts  of  syrup  were  prepared  from  two 
pounds  of  green  hellebore,  by  mistake,  instead  of  valerian.  Of 
this  syrup  a  tumbler  full  was  taken,  and  as  it  caused  vomiting  the 
dose  was  repeated.  The  alarming  symptoms  above  given  followed, 
but  in  two  days  the  recovery  was  complete. 

A  physician,  by  mistake,  took  tUirt}^  grains  of  the  active  princi- 
ple [the  alkaloids  and  resinous  extract  combined]  of  veratrum 
virido.  It  caused  cojiious  vomiting,  prostration,  loss  of  pulse  at 
the  wrist,  but  on  the  third  day  he  was  well  again. 

In  the  fourth,  a  man  drank  from  a  bottle  marked  "old  rum," 
nearly  a  tumbler  full  of  the  tincture  of  veratrum  viride;  vomiting 
followed,  yet  genuine  rum  being  freely  given,  he  walked  home  the 
same  night. 

If  the  question  of  peril  to  life  were  under  discussion,  these  cases 
would  be  very  important  in  their  bearing  upon  it,  for  they  show 
how  little  real  danger  there  is  in  excessive  doses.  But  as  no  case 
of  death  resulting  from  over-doses  of  veratrum  viride  is  on  record, 
it  is  more  in  keeping  with  the  purpose  we  have  in  hand,''to  remark 
the  striking  fact  that  no  purgative  effect  is  spoken  of  in  either. 
This  part  of  the  subject  will  be  closed  with  Dr.  Bell's  conclusion, 
after  collecting  the  evidence  of  various  physicians  who  had  made 
use  of  the  medicine.  He  says:  "  The  veratrum  viride  differs  from 
the  veratrum  album  in  one  essential  particular,  viz:  in  its  exert- 
ing little  or  no  action  on  the  bowels  as  an  aperient."  He  thinks  it 
might  even  be  employed  as  a  corrigendum,  with  drastic  purga- 
tives, acting  in  that  respect  very  much  like  hyosciamus. 

It  will  hat  escape  oliservatiou  tiiat  in  all  the  cases  related  above, 
in  which  excessive  doses  were  given,  the  tincture  or  decoction  was 
the  form  used.  Whereas  in  the  case  wliich  is  related  in  this  paper, 
V0I-.  6,  NO.  4 — 17. 
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Thayer's  fluid  extract  was  the  form  employed.  As  the  question 
arose,  of  the  relative  strength  of  the  fluid  extract  and  tincture, 
and  the  counsel  for  the  plaintifl"  made  much  of  the  greater  strength 
of  the  extract,  it  is  worth  while  to  examine  it  somewhat.  It  was 
assumed  that  the  tincture  being  a  simple  alcoholic  solution,  and 
the  fluid  extract  a  solution  concentrated  by  evaporation,  it  is  plain 
enough  that^from  the  method  of  preparation,  the  latter  is  the 
stronger. 

Now  Norwood's  tincture  and  that  of  the  Dispensatory,  are  both 
meant  to  be  saturated  solutions;  and  it  seems  perfectly  plain  that, 
we  cannot  gain  in  strength  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  menstruum 
for  solution.  If  we  attempt  concentration,  we  produce  a  deposit, 
as  the  portion  held  in  solution,  when  deprived  by  evaporation  of 
its  alcohol,  falls  to  the  bottom.  Unless  the  bottle  containing  the 
fluid  extract  is  well  shaken  at  the  time  of  dispensing;  or  sugar  is 
added  so  that  a  syruj)}'  liquid  is  produced  by  evaporation,  capable 
of  suspending  the  portions  which  in  a  thinner  liquid  would  fall  to 
the  bottom,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  the  strength  can  vary 
much  in  each. 

Dr.  Wood  in  the  Dispensatory  says,  the  fluid  extract  may  be 
only  as  strong,  or  it  maybe  stronger;  probably  taking  into  account 
the  conditions  above  named,  viz :  agitation  and  density  of  the  men- 
struum. Practically  Dr.  Thayer's  solution  is  as  liquid  as  the  tinc- 
ture, and  usually  lets  fall  a  deposit  when  allowed  to  stand  undis- 
turbed for  a  time.  It  does  not  seem  very  reasonable  to  expect 
anything  beyond  saturation  of  a  mentruum,  in  liquids  equally  dense. 
Such  being  the  case  we  should  hardly  expect  10  drops  of  the  fluid 
extract  to  exceed  in  strength  10  drops  of  the  tincture.  There  can 
be  no  essential  difi"erence. 

On  the  trial,  it  was  stated  by  the  medical  witness  for  the  plain- 
tifl", that  the  pulse  is  reduced  by  veratrum  viride  in  a  marked 
degree,  and  may  be  brought  down  as  low  as  twelve  beats  per 
minute.  He  was  unable  to  state  whether  the  plaintiff's  pulse  was 
brought  down  to  that  number.  The  pulse  could  not  be  felt  at  the 
wrist,  and  he  did  not  listen  to  the  sounds  of  the  heart.  Dr. 
McCollum  did ;  but  he  was  not  willing  to  commit  himself  to  quite 
so  low  a  rate,  though  he  could  not  state  accurately  how  often  the 
heart  beat  per  minute.  He  was  of  the  impression  that  it  was  not 
less  than  tliirty. 
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Prof.  Percy  does  not  state  distinctly  that  he  has  observed  a 
reduction  of  the  pulse  below  30  beats  per  minute,  but,  he  says,  in 
a  case  related  to  him,  it  was  stated  that  the  reduction  was  as  low 
as  1 9  per  minute.  No  case  can  now  be  brought  to  mind  by  me,  in 
which  there  is  any  account  of  a  lower  rate  than  30  per  minute,  as 
the  effect  of  veratrum  viride.  A  possible  reduction  to  12  beats 
per  minute  ma}'  be  conceded,  but  very  few  i^ractitioners  will  jjrob- 
ably  be  able  to  report  it  from  their  own  observation,  from  any 
cause.  In  chronic  <Useases  of  the  brain,  the  pulse  is  ofcen  very 
slow.  Todd  and  Bowman  mention  a  case  under  their  observation, 
in  which,  for  months,  the  pulse  was  as  low  as  16  ""per  minute. 
Fordyce  speaks  of  its  being  at  26  and  20  per  minute. 

The  counsel  for  the  jjlaintifi"  asked:  if  veratrum  viride  reduces 
the  action  of  the  heart,  so  that  it  beats  very  slowly,  may  it  not, 
getting  slower  and  slower,  by  and  by  stop  ?  It  would  not  be  very 
strange  if  a  jury  should  get  an  impression  that,  when  the  beating 
of  a  man's  heart  had  got  as  low  as  12  per  minute,  it  was  pretty 
near  the  stopping  point.  In  fact,  most  medical  men  would  feel 
rather  uneasy  counting  a  pulse  of  12  only  per  minute,  especially 
after  having  given  veratrum  viride. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  in  reviewing  the  foregoing  account,  it  may 
be  fairly  claimed  that  it  has  been  shown:  first,  that,  although 
without  doubt,  veratrum  viride  contains  an  alkaloid,  which  has 
been  repeatedly  isolated,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  established  that 
it  is  identical  with  veratria  either  in  chemical  or  therapeutical 
actions. 

Secondly,  conceding  that  its  alkaloid  is  identical  with  veratria, 
it  is  not  the  active  principle  of  the  plant,  and  hence  the  cause  of 
its  peculiar  action;  but,  either,  because  of  its  association  with 
other  principles  which  modify  its  powers,  or  because  it  exists  in 
such  small  quantity,  it  has  no  tendency  to  act  in  the  plant  as  ver- 
atria does  out  of  it,  or  to  cause  the  whole  i)lant  to  act  as  veratria 
does  when  given  alone. 

Thirdly,  there  is  nothing  recorded  by  writers  as  to  the  actions  of 
veratrum  viride,  which  tends,  in  any  degree,  to  support  the  idea 
that  it  acts  as  an  intestinal  irritant,  or  as  a  purgative;  and  that  it 
is  capable  of  causing,  or  likely  to  cause,  as  veratrum  album  un- 
doubtedly will,  intestinal  inflammation,  when  given  in  excessive 
doses. 
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Hence,  lastly,  we  are  unwilling  to  accept  the  allegation,  even 
backed  up  by  the  verdict  of  an  intelligent  jury  of  Niagara  county, 
that  twenty  drops  of  Thayer's  fluid  extract  of  this  plant,  in  two 
doses,  was  the  harmful  cause  of  a  two  weeks'  dysentery  and  a 
year's  impaired  health. 

The  expert  testimony  in  the  case  was  substantially  as  regards 
the  actions  of  the  plant,  as  above  given.  Perhaps  the  jury  thought 
the  Doctors  had  combined  to  tell  tough  stories,  and  support  each 
other  in  statements  hardly  "on  the  verge"  of  truth.  If  so,  their 
ignorance  misplaced  the  toughness  of  the  stories.  It  is  certainly 
rather  mortif3dng  that  the  testimony  of  half  a  dozen  jDhysicians  of 
good  repute,  should  apparently  have  not  the  slightest  weight; 
especially  upon  the  actions  of  a  well  known  drug. 


ART.  II. — Tiiterestiny  Cases  in  Private  Practice.    By  Andreav  J. 
ScoTT,  M.  D. 

There  is  much  in  our  daily  practice  that  would  not  bear  rehearsal, 
because  of  such  frequent  occurrence,  and  sameness  in  both  symp- 
toms and  treatment.  But  with  any  of  us  there  will  occasionally  a 
case  make  its  appearance,  worthy  of  more  than  a  passing  notice ; 
a  case  indeed  extraordinary  in  character,  differing  widely  from 
those  ordinarily  falling  under  our  care  and  observation.  It  is  to 
exhibit  a  few  of  these  cases,  as  I  find  them  recorded  in  m}'  daily 
memoranda,  that  I  write,  and  not  with  the  intention  of  attempting 
an  elaborate  essay  on  any  disease  or  set  of  symj^toms,  or  to  set 
forth  anything  different  from  what  may  have  been  seen  or  held  to 
by  other  members  of  the  profession,  and  with  the  additional  incen- 
tive of  seeing  myself  as  others  see  me,  hojoiug  I  may  be  enabled 
thereby  to  correct  errors  in  my  practice. 

Another  inducement  to  write  is,  the  fact  that  while  we  have  a 
fair  supply  of  reports  of  cases  treated  in  hospital  practice,  we  find 
but  a  meagre  display  of  private  cases,  or  those  treated  in  what  is 
sometimes  termed  the  humbler  spheres  of  the  profession.  The 
marked  case  in  private  practice  may  jjossess  an  equal  and  perhaps 
a  greater  interest  to  the  general  practitioner  than  one  reported 
from  the  ward  of  a  hospital,  because  even  ph3-sicians  are  to  some 
extent  creatures  of  circumstance,  and  the  responsibilities  of  the 
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private  practitioner  are  probably  greater  than  those  assumed  in  a 
hospital;  as  in  the  latter  he  is  responsible  only  to  himself,  his 
patient,  and  the  dispenser  of  events,  while  in  the  former  position 
in  addition  to  all  these  he  has  the  weight  of  public  opinion  to  exer- 
cise its  influence  over  his  actions,  or  at  least  over  his  mental  cog- 
itations, as  he  sits  alone  looking  over  the  past;  and  if  there  is  a 
power  behind  the  throne  that  is  even  greater  than  the  throne  itself, 
that  jjower  is  public  opinion. 

Typhoid  fever,  or  as  Prof  Wood  has  properly  termed  it,  enteric 
fever,  made  its  first  appearance  here  in  autumn  of  1845,  and  from 
the  account  given  by  our  older  physicians,  prevailed  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  and  was  very  fatal  in  character.  It  has  prevailed  to 
some  extent  here  at  some  time  during  every  year  since,  sometimes 
sporadically,  and  at  other  times  affecting  many  persons  in  a  given 
district,  giving  the  most  positive  evidence  of  its  contagiousness, 
and  not  apparently  influenced  by  physical  causes ;  prevailing  alike 
on  the  table  lands  and  the  low,  mashy  districts.  This  disease  pre- 
sented all  the  well  marked  enteric  symptoms  as  portrayed  by  the 
distinguished  author  above  mentioned,  so  much  so  indeed  that  the 
glandular  lesion  of  the  intestinal  canal  was  always  sought  for  and 
readily  recognized  when  found. 

During  the  year  1864,  and  a  part,  if  not  all,  of  1865,  although 
we  had  fully  the  usual  amount  of  febrile  disease,  most  of  which 
was  typhoid  in  cliaracter,  the  peculiar  lesion  affecting  the  glands 
of  the  colon,  was  seldom  or  never  present,  and  the  prevailing  fever 
justly  entitled  to  be  called  "  typho-malarial. "  This  type  of  fever 
had  prevailed  here  during  that  period  so  generally  that  we  had 
almost  ceased  to  expect  a  case  of  well  marked  enteric  fever. — 
However,  during  the  last  of  1865  or  first  part  of  1866,  enteric  fever 
again  made  its  appearance,  and  was  well  marked  in  character, 
though  it  did  not  prevail  to  a  great  extent,  and  usually  resulted  in 
.recovery  under  ordinary  good  treatment.  As  winter  merged  into 
spring,  instead  of  this  disease  losing  its  severity  with  the  season's 
change,  and  growing  more  mild,  it  unfortunately  took  on  a  compli- 
cation both  unusual  and  difficult  to  manage;  a  complication  differ- 
ent indeed  from  anything  that  had  fallen  under  my  observation 
and  consisting  of  cases  of  well  marked  enteric  fever  complicated 
with  severe  and  in  some  cases  fatal  rheumatism. 
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I  had  (as  I  believe  in  common  with  most  of  the  profession)  em- 
braced the  doctrine  that  rheumatism  was  owing  in  a  great  degree 
to  the  presence  of  certain  acids  in  the  blood,  thus  pervading  the 
whole  system,  and  that  this  pathological  condition  was  properly 
combated  by  alkalies;  and  that  in  enteric  fever  there  already 
existed  an  alkaline  state  of  the  blood  indicating  the  two  diseases 
as  diametrically  opposed  to  each  other,  and  incompatible.  But 
whether  in  accordance  with  previously  received  theories  or  not,  or 
even  overthrowing  the  same,  certain  it  was  that  these  two  diseases 
did  affect  the  same  individual  at  the  same  time,  as  indicated  by 
the  most  positive  and  well  marked  symptoms  belonging  to  each. 
How  this  could  be  is  a  physical  phenomenon  I  shall  not 
attemjjt  at  ^^resent  to  explain,  simj^ly  wishing  to  present  the  facts 
as  manifested  in  the  few  cases  that  fell  under  my  immediate 
observation.  My  observation  extended  to  five  cases,  with  brief 
sketches  of  some  cases  that  were  in  charge  of  neighboring  physi- 
cians. Of  these  cases  none  had  convalescence  fairly  established 
under  twenty  days,  some  not  earlier  than  the  thirtieth  da}^ 
one  of  which  proved  fatal.  The  treatment  adopted  was  about  the 
same  in  all  the  cases,  and  may  have  been  proper  in  all,  and  con- 
sisted principally  of  auodj^nes  and  nourishment  with  occasional 
doses  of  alkalies  and  arterial  sedatives. 

As  the  cases  presented  a  marked  sameness  and  were  treated 
almost  identically,  the  report  of  a  single  case  is  that  of  all,  except 
that  of  the  fatal  case  during  the  last  four  days  of  his  illness ;  and 
this  change  of  treatment  unfortunately  produced  no  apparent 
effect.  Referring  to  my  memoranda  I  find  case  hastily  sketched 
as  follows: 

On  the  evening  of  April  12th,  was  called  to  see  M.  F. ,  a  bright 
boy  of  1 3  years,  and  learned  that  he  had  first  been  taken  ill  on  the 
10th,  when  his  mother  had  administered  a  mild  cathartic,  as  she 
supposed,  but  which  had  proved  very  active,  continuing  to  disturb 
his  bowels  up  to  the  time  when  I  was  called;  found  his  pulse 
100  per  minute  and  small;  face  flushed,  tongue  diminished  in  vol- 
ume, dry,  coated  and  red  at  the  jjoint;  bowels  tender  and  tym- 
panic, with  marked  regurgitation  in  the  region  of  the  colon;  pain 
in  the  head,  limbs  and  back,  with  a  general  uneasiness  for  which 
he  could  not  give  any  particular  reason.    Gave  Dover's  powder, 
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gr.  vi,  every  four  hours,  with  fid.  ext.  veratrum  viride,  gt.  v,  half 
way  between  each  two  powders ;  mustard  and  warm  applications 
over  his  bowels,  cold  to  his  head  and  occasional  spongings  with 
tepid  water. 

13.  Patient  much  as  when  last  seen.  Added  pulv.  opii  gr.  ss 
to  the  powders,  and  continued  treatment. 

14.  Pulse  90;  had  rested  better;  had  taken  more  nourishment, 
and  had  not  had  any  stool.    Continued  treatment. 

15.  Pulse  90;  rested  some  since  last  seen;  bowels  quiet  and  less 
tympanitic,  but  complained  of  severe  pain  in  his  right  hand,  which 
was  red  and  swollen.  Ordered  Rochell  salts,  to  be  followed,  after 
operation,  by  powd.  opii  gr.  ii.  every  five  hours,  and  fl.  ext.  verat. 
with  iod.  potass,  gr.  x.  in  solution  between  the  opium  powders. 

18.  Pulse  80;  had  rested  well  during  the  night;  tongue  clean- 
ing off,  somewhat  moist,  with  an  improved  condition  of  the  bowels, 
rendering  his  case  to  all  appearances  hopeful,  though  his  hand  was 
still  some  swollen  and  slightly  painful.  Continued  treatment,  only 
giving  the  medicine  at  longer  intervals. 

17.  Patient  as  when  last  seen;  bowels  had  moved  once.  Con- 
tinued treatment. 

18.  Doing  well.  Diminished  the  quantity  of  iod.  potass,  and 
continued  other  medicine. 

19.  Eested  well  since  last  seen;  pulse  80;  swelling  of  hand 
nearly  disappeared,  with  every  indication  favorable.  Gave  pulv. 
opii.  gr.  ss.  every  six  hours,  with  iod.  potass,  gr.  v.  every  six 
hours. 

20.  Not  so  well;  pulse  90;  tongue  very  red,  with  a  varnished 
appearance;  bowels  tender  and  tjmipanitic;  had  purged  several 
times,  discharging  yellow  ochery  stools ;  right  foot  and  ankle  swol- 
len and  very  painful.  Increased  the  quantity  of  opium  and  iod. 
potass.,  and  also  gave  turpentine  emulsion. 

21.  Pulse  100;  no  other  change.  Continued  treatment,  and 
endeavored  to  control  the  circulation  with  veratrum. 

22.  No  change.    Continued  treatment. 

2-3.  Pulse  120;  both  feet  swollen  and  very  painful;  all  the 
symptoms  aggravated.  Increased  the  quantity  of  opium,  and  con- 
tinued treatment. 
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24.  Pulse  130,  subsultus;  purging,  notwithstanding  the  heavj' 
portions  of  opium;  feet  swollen,  very  painful  still.  Continued 
opium  and  veratrum. 

25.  8  a.  m.  Saw  the  patient  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Robison, 
of  Wooster.  No  change  since  yesterday,  except,  on  examination, 
a  distinct  bellow's  murmur  of  the  heart  was  apparent,  which,  with 
the  previous  history  of  the  case,  but  too  plainly  indicated  that  the 
rheumatism  had  invaded  that  organ.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  R. , 
(in  whom  I  have  much  confidence,)  we  put  the  patient  on  sulphite 
soda,  gr.  xx.  every  four  hours,  with  spirits  nitre,  saturated  with 
acetate  potass,  between  each  two  portions  of  the  sulphite  soda, 
with  sufficient  opium  to  secure  rest. 

2G.    Very  little  change.    Continued  treatment. 

27.  Patient  failing;  both  the  enteric  and  rheumatic  symptoms 
aggravated  in  character.  Continued  treatment,  though  it  did  not 
promise  relief,  it  being  necessary  to  give  large  portions  of  sulph. 
morphia  in  order  to  secure  any  degree  of  quiet.  Attempted  to 
give  stimulants  in  the  afternoon,  but  the}'  evidently  increased  the 
excitement  and  did  harm — it  being  necessary  to  withdraw  them. 

28.  Patient  failing  rapidl}-,  and  died  at  5  p.  m.,  after  an  illness 
of  eighteen  days. 

Tenderness,  regurgitation  and  tympanitis  of  tlie  bowels  or  some 
part  of  the  abdominal  viscera  were  present  all  the  time  during  his 
illness,  with  a  constant  disposition  to  purge  unless  prevented  by 
the  use  of  o^Dium.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  a  post  mortem  exama- 
tion  (which  I  regretted  could  not  be  obtained)  would  have  exhib- 
ited in  the  intestinal  canal  all  the  glandular  disease  present  in  un- 
complicated cases  of  enteric  fever,  sufficient  to  have  jeopardized 
the  life  of  the  patient. 

The  rheumatic  disease,  as  manifested  in  the  swollen  and  red- 
dened joints,  was  constantly  present  in  some  degree  after  the  fifth 
day  of  the  disease;  was  only  partially  modified  by  the  use  of  alka- 
lies, which  appeared  quite  powerless  in  the  later  stage  of  the  case, 
though  the  urine  was  easily  rendered  strongly  alkaline  at  any  time. 
The  immediate  cause  of  death  was  rheumatism  affecting  the  hearty 
a  condition  I  had  anticipated  with  fear,  as  seen  in  similar  cases ; 
had  endeavored  to  prevent  and  finally  to  remove,  but  without 
success. 
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Of  the  use  of  sulphite  of  soda,  which  haa  been  lauded  for  such 
cases,  1  am  unable  to  express  an  opinion,  as  this  was  the  only  case 
in  which  I  used  it— at  a  late  stage,  and  what  appeared  to  be  doomed 
a  fatal  case.  Nothing  appeared  to  produce  any  lasting  benefit,  ex- 
cept some  form  of  opium,  which  calmed  the  troubled  frame  and 
allowed  the  spirit  to  take  its  flight  with  less  of  suffering.  This 
was  the  last  case  of  that  kind  in  this  vicinity,  our  community 
having  enjoyed  an  unusual  immunity  from  all  febrile  diseases  dur- 
ing the  summer  just  past,  aud  only  a  few  cases,  and  they  generally 
of  a  mild  type,  making  their  appearance  at  the  present  time. 

London viLLE,  Ohio,  November,  1866. 
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Tuesday  Evenino,  October  2d,  1866. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  the  usual  hour  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Members  present — Drs.  Gould,  Samo,  Wetmore,  Cronyn, 
J.  R.  Lothrop,  Abbot,  TMiner  and  Johnson. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

Dr.  J.  R.  LoTHROP  related  a  case  of  alleged  mistake  by  an 
apothecary  in  Lockport  in  putting  up  a  prescription.  Dr.  Clark, 
of  Lockport,  the  prescribing  physician,  states  that  he  prescribed 
fid.  est.  uva  ursi  in  doses  of  about  12  drops,  but  that  the  apoth- 
ecary put  up  fld.  ext.  veratrum  viride,  of  which  the  patient  took 
two  doses,  and  was  soon  after  taken  with  severe  retching,  difficult 
breathing,  and  soon  became  covered  with  a  profuse  cold  sweat, 
and  nearly  pulseless,  and  exhibiting  a  death-like  palor  of  the  face. 
These  symptoms  were  within  a  few  hours  followed  by  a  severe 
attack  of  dysentery,  which  continued  for  several  days.  The  pa- 
tient sued  the  apothecary  and  obtained  a  verdict  of  $800  damages. 

Dr.  Lothrop  has  written  a  full  history  of  the  case,  which  is  pub- 
lished in  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  October. 

Dr.  Johnson  related  a  case  of  alleged  mistake  in  putting  up  a 
prescription  by  an  apothecary  in  Chautauqua  county.  Was  called 
in  June  last  into  said  county  to  make  a  post  mortem  examination 
upoij  the  body  of  woman  whose  death  was  claimed  by  the  attend- 
ing physician  to  have  been  caused  by  two  doses  of  veratrum  viride. 
The  history  of  the  case  as  ascertained  from  those  most  interested, 
VOL.  6,  NO.  4 — 18. 
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was  as  follows: — The  patient,  a  woman  about  fifty  years  of  age, 
whose  health  had  been  quite  infirm  for  two  or  three  years,  had, 
during  the  last  three  or  four  months  of  her  life  been  more  unwell 
than  usual.  Sometime  in  the  month  of  April  last  her  attending 
physician  had  prescribed  for  her  Tilden's  fid.  ext.  valerian  to  be 
taken  in  doses  of  15  drops  every  four  hours.  The  medicine  was 
put  up  and  properly  labeled  by  the  apothecary.  About  the  last 
week  in  the  following  month  the  attending  physician  again  pre- 
scribed the  valerian,  to  be  given  in  the  same  manner  as  formerly. 
The  same  bottle  with  the  label  upon  it  was  then  sent  to  the  same 
apothecary,  and  by  mistake  filled  with  Tilden's  fld.  ext.  veratrum 
viride.  The  patient  not  heeding  the  directions  took  about  30 
drops  of  the  medicine,  and  was  about  two  hours  after  taken  with 
considerable  pain  in  the  stomach,  nausea  and  vomiting.  From 
four  to  six  hours  after  taking  the  first  dose  she  took  another,  and 
still  larger  one — probably  about  4.5  drops.  This  was  within  two 
hours  followed  by  severe  pain  in  the  epigastrium,  retching,  vomit- 
ing, weak  and  rapid  pulse,  and  marked  prostration.  Within  12 
hours  after  taking  the  last  dose  she  had  two  or  three  bloody  stools 
with  considerable  tenesmus.  Diarrhoea  continued  a  few  hours  after 
the  subsidence  of  the  dysenteric  discharges.  The  retching  and 
vomiting  continued  at  intervals  for  about  four  weeks,  when  she 
died.  During  this  time  but  very  little  food  was  long  enough 
retained  to  nourish  the  system  in  the  least. 

On  post  mortem  examination  all  the  viscera  were  found  in  nor- 
mal condition  except  that  the  stomach  was  much  less  in  size  than 
is  usually  found  in  a  medium  sized  female.  This  condition  of  the 
stomach  was  not,  by  either  of  the  seven  medical  men  present, 
attributed  to  the  eflTects  of  the  veratrum.  The  case  will  probably 
come  before  the  courts,  when  all  the  facts  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be 
brought  out. 

Considerable  informal  interchange  of  sentiment  was  had  upon 
the  properties  and  efiects  upon  the  system  of  veratrum  viride. 
There  seemed  to  be  pretty  general  agreement  ujion  these  points, 
that  the  most  marked  and  peculiar  influence  of  veratrum  viride.  is 
its  action  upon  the  pulse.  That  it  is,  in  other  words,  an  actual 
sedative,  and  that  vomiting  although  not  invariably  an  effect  fol- 
lowing its  administration,  yet  almost  always  occurs  when  it  has 
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been  given  in  considerable  doses;  and  that  its  peculiar  sedative 
influence  upon  the  pulse  is  more  niarked  after  vomiting  occurs. 
That  purging  sometimes  occurs  after  it  has  been  given,  but  that  it 
is  in  no  proper  sense  a  purgative.  An  ordinar}''  emetic,  as  for 
instance  ipecacuanha,  is  often  followed  by  considerable  purging. 
Therefore  if  purging  follows  the  giving  of  veratrum  viride,  there 
is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  its  operation  in  this  particular  is 
in  no  way  different  from  that  of  ordinary  emetics. 

There  were  no  especial  diseases  reported  as  prevailing.  Ad- 
journed. T.  M.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 


ART.  IV — Case  of  Poisoning  by  Strychnia — Case  of  Extra-Uterine 

Pregnancy.    By  S.  T.  Clark,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

R.  H.,  aged  30,  married,  having  stimulated  to  excess  for  five 
days,  was  seized  with  symptoms  of  delirium  tremens.  The  memory 
of  sufferings  he  once  witnessed  in  a  victim  to  this  malady,  together 
with  the  maddening  effects  of  the  disease,  prompted  him,  at  6^ 
P.  M.,  May  16th,  to  go  to  a  neighboring  druggist  and.  procure  a 
drachm  of  strychnia,  which  being  done  at  7^  o'clock  he  entered  his 
own  cellar  and  drawing  a  glass  of  ale,  added  half  the  strychnia 
and  swallowed  the  draught. 

The  very  tonic  effect  of  the  dose  seems  to  have  changed  his 
mind  on  the  subject  of  suicide,  for  he  immediately  sought  his  wife 
and  reported  his  condition;  ordered  mustard  and  water  at  once, 
and  desired  that  I  might  be  sent  for.  Mrs.  H.  knowing  what  had 
been  the  history  of  the  case  for  the  past  week,  discredited  him  and 
remonstrated  with  him  for  trifling  with  her  fears,  and  refused  to 
administer  the  emetic  or  send  for  a  physician ;  in  the  midst  of  the 
dispute  he  fell  to  the  floor  in  a  spasm.  A  messenger  was  de- 
spatched for  me;  the  mustard  and  water  prepared,  which  H.  swal- 
lowed as  soon  as  the  spasm  passed. 

On  my  arrival,  I  found  he  had  vomited  after  taking  the  mustard 
and  had  been  convulsed  almost  constantly  since  the  emesis.  He 
was  lying  quietly  when  I  entered  the  room,  but  the  pi-essure  of  my 
fingers  on  his  wrist,  provoked  the  most  frightful  spasm  I  ever 
witnessed.  The  entire  muscular  system  was  thrown  into  such 
rapid  and  violent  motion,  that  the  bed  on  which  he  lay  trembled, 
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until  every  article  of  furniture  in  the  room,  and  even  the  floor 
under  us,  was  shaken.  The  face  was  black  and  swollen,  the  eyes 
started  from  their  sockets,  the  tongue  protruding  and  blackened. 
In  fact,  I  did  not  believe  he  would  survive  this  spasm,  which 
must  have  continued  nearly  five  minutes,  and  ended  in  asphyxia, 
from  which  the  patient  gradually  passed  into  nearly  the  same  con- 
dition as  that  in  which  I  first  found  him. 

On  learning  the  facts  in  the  case,  I  had  sent  for  chloroform  and 
sulphate  of  zinc;  both  articles  were  now  delivered,  and  without 
delay  I  administered  zinci  sulph.  grs.  xl,  in  solution.  The  act  of 
swallowing  was  followed  by  spasm,  but  its  severity  was  greatly 
moderated  by  the  inhalation  of  the  chloroform.  Having  decided 
to  try  the  full  efi'ects  of  anaesthesia,  the  use  of  the  chloroform  was 
continued  from  this  time  (8  P.  M. )  until  4  o'clock  next  morning, 
with  frequent  attempts  to  suspend  its  use,  but  as  soon  as  the  nap- 
kin was  removed  the  spasm  re-appeared. 

At  half  past  eight  the  zinc  was  ejected  with  some  very  dark  fluid 
and  a  small  quantitj'  of  fresh  blood. 

At  4  A.  M.  the  patient  manifested  great  uneasiness  and  moaned 
occasionally.  I  witliheld  the  chloroform  and  found  his  sufTering 
was  from  distention  of  the  bladder;  he  voided  a  very  large  quan- 
tity of  almost  colorless  urine.  The  withdrawal  of  the  bed-pan 
provoked  a  slight  spasm.  I  now  administered  a  half  bottle  of 
salad  oil,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  it  he  was  again  convulsed. 
From  this  time  until  12  M.  he  was  held  in  a  complete  state  of 
anaesthesia. 

From  11  o'clock  until  12  he  sweat  most  profusely,  and  manifested 
marked  signs  of  prostration  and  the  chloroform  was  withheld,  no 
spasms  recurred,  and  with  the  exception  of  soreness  and  weakness 
he  was  comfortable.  The  muscles  of  the  throat  and  back  were 
partially  pai-alyzed,  and  the  surface  of  the  body  had  the  appear- 
ance of  havino;  been  beaten  with  rods;  as  soon  as  this  discolora- 
tion  passed  away  the  function  of  the  muscles  was  resumed.  His 
recovery  was  constant  and  rapid.  The  quantity  of  strychnia 
swallowed  was  more  than  20  grains.*  The  amount  of  chloroform 
used  was  lbs. 

*  Recovery  after  taking  three  or  four  grains  of  strychnia  is  mentioned  by  Sfille. 
Dr.  H.  G.  Thomas  reports  recovery  after  taking  five  grains,  and  Dr.  S.  S.  Harris 
reports  two  cases  after  a  dose  of  from  six  to  eight  grains.    Lemery,  while  the  real 
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Case  of  Extra- Uterine  Pregnancy. — June  26th,  I  was  called  to  see 
Mrs.  Dr.  H.,  aged  33,  mother  of  four  children;  found  her  pale 
and  cold,  pulse  almost  wanting,  and  suffering  intense  spasmodic 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  with  occasionally  a  severe  pain 
in  the  arms  and  right  leg.  She  was  inhaling  sulphuric  ether  with 
good  effect.  I  ordered  morphia  and  brandy  to  be  taken  and  mus- 
tard applied  to  the  abdomen.  In  less  than  an  hour  perfect  re- 
action was  established  and  I  left  my  patient  sleeping. 

Saw  her  next  morning,  and  learned  she  had  been  flowing  mod- 
erately for  a  week,  and  prior  to  that  time  she  had  not  menstruated 
for  seven  weeks.  She  appeared  very  comfortable,  only  complain- 
ing of  occasional  pain  in  the  limbs. 

On  the  28th  saw  Mrs.  H.,  early  in  the  morning,  was  feeling  well, 
save  nausea,  which  she  had  suffered  every  morning  for  the  past 
five  days.  Ordered  her  to  take  five  grains  of  sub  nit.  bismuth 
with  one  of  oxalate  of  cerium,  every  morning.  The  flow  still  con- 
tinuing, ordered 

IJr  Acidi  gallici,       -       -       -       5  iv. 
Glycerine,      -       -      -      -  Si- 
Aqua  rosse,         -       -       -       "^n,  M. 
A  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  four  hours.    A  decided  period- 
icity having  been  noticed  in  the  pain  of  the  limbs  and  abdomen, 
gave  5^  Hyoscyami  ext.       -       -       -  5i. 

Quin. 'valerianatis,       -      -       grs.  xxx,  M. 
Fiat  pilulas.  No.  xxx. 
One  pill  to  be  taken  morning,  noon  and  night. 

July  1st.  Had  been  free  from  pain  since  taking  the  pills;  nan- 
sea  continued ;  gave  creasote  one  drop  to  a  fluid  5  of  water — pro 
re  nata.  Patient  continued  to  improve,  nausea  relieved  by  th® 
creasote,  appetite  good,  rode  out  on  the  7th  and  8th. 

Monday,  9th,  at  6  P.  M.,  was  hastily  summoned  to  her  bed-side 
to  find  her  in  much  the  same  condition  as  on  the  26th  of  last 


properties  of  this  drug  were  unl<nown,  asserted  that  it  was  not  poisonous  to  man. 
Reconlly  tho  general  use  of  mix  vomica,  especially  the  acUve  principles  of  it. 
establish  its  poisonous  properties,  and  when  recovery  tnkes  place  after  a  dose  of 
twenty  or  thirty  grains,  the  purity  of  the  specimen  demands  attention.  It  is 
greatly  liable  to  adulteration.  Chloroform  is  said  to  be  antidotal  administered 
internally,  and  many  other  substances  are  said  to  counteract  its  effects;  it  is, 
however,  probable  that  nothing  but  death  would  arrest  the  symptoms  after  the 
adrninistratioD  of  twenty  or  thirty  grains  of  the  pure  alkoloid. — Ed. 
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month,  but  paler,  colder  and  more  nearly  pulseless.  Had  a  spasm 
of  most  excruciating  pain  at  3  P.  M.  while  in  her  chair,  followed 
by  the  palor,  etc.,  etc. 

At  7  o'clock  ether  and  morphia  failing  to  alleviate  her  suffering, 
and  the  prostration  increasing,  I  called  Dr.  McCoUum,  who  kindly 
remained  with  me  until  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when  the 
patient  died. 

The  afternoon  of  the  10th,  at  m}^  request,  Drs.  Gould  and  Babbitt, 
in  the  presence  of  several  other  medical  gentlemen,  made  &  post 
mortem  examination.  Rigor  mortis,  well  marked;  unusual  bloodless 
appearance  of  fingers  and  lips,  unnatural  fullness  of  abdomen. 
Sedio  cadaver  revealed  plentiful  adipose  deposit;  and  the  perito- 
neal cavity  being  opened  a  large  quantity  of  fluid  blood  escaped, 
after  which  two  or  more  quarts  of  clotted  blood  were  removed, 
and  under  these  clots,  lying  upon  the  small  intestines,  was  a  foetus 
of  about  ten  weeks'  growth,  membranes  unruptured. 

The  pregnancy  was  ovario-tubal;  the  right  ovary  was  enlarged 
to  twice  its  normal  size,  and  the  fimbriated  extremity  of  the  fal- 
lopian tube  converted  into  a  sac,  helped  to  form  the  receptacle  for 
the  fostus.  The  ovary  was  changed  in  its  structure,  having  become 
like  a  bundle  of  blood-vessels,  and  the  tube  from  the  sac  was 
imperforate.  There  appeared  to  have  been  a  bursting  of  the  ovary, 
as  well  as  a  separation  of  the  tubal  sac  from  the  ovary,  from  which 
the  hemorrhage  took  place.  The  placenta  was  external  to  the 
ovary,  attached  to  it  and  the  surrounding  viscera.  The  uterus 
was  somewhat  enlarged  and  contained  the  decidua. 


A  New  Instrument  for  Subcutaneous  Injections. — M.  Bouil- 
laud  lately  presented  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris  an 
invention  of  M.  Dancet,  consisting  of  a  hollow  needle  adapted  to 
a  metallic  tube,  ending  in  a  small  cup  .covered  with  an  india-rubber 
membrane.  By  slight  pressure  upon  the  latter  the  fluid  is  injected 
into  the  areolar  tissue,  and  a  simple  mechanism  within  the  cup 
allows  of  the  counting  of  the  drops  injected.  Another  and  sim- 
pler needle  on  the  same  principle  may  be  used  for  vaccination. 
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Miscellaneous. 


On  the  Mutual  Action  of  the  Elements  of  Soluble  Salts  without 
and  within  the  Animal  Economy. 

BY  M.  MELSENS. 

The  experiments  already  made  by  the  author,  he  considers,  jus- 
tify him  in  formulating  the  following  proposition : 
«  Two  soluble  salts  which  are  without  apparent  mutual  action,  an^ 
which  may  be  given  separately  to  animals  without  producing  any  dis- 
turbance in  the  body,  may,  when  administered  together,  act  as  a  poison. 

Facts  of  this  kind,  proved  by  experiment,  have  a  great  import- 
ance, both  from  physiological  and  therapeutical  points  of  view. 

The  two  salts  more  especially  experimented  with  by  the  author, 
are  chlorate  of  potash  and  iodide  of  potassium.  These  two  salts 
insolation  together  crystalize  separately  under  whatever  conditions 
they  may  be  placed.  Their  mixture  in  solution  in  equivalent  pro- 
portions undergoes  no  mutual  decomposition  either  at  the  ordinary 
temperature,  on  boiling,  or  under  the  pressure  of  40  atmospheres 
at  185°  C.  It  can  be  proved  by  means  of  sulphydric  acid  that  no 
iodate  of  potash  is  formed. 

But  when  the  two  salts  are  heated  together  in  the  dry  state, 
decomposition  takes  place  at  the  point  of  fusion,  and  iodate  of 
potash  is  formed. 

When  a  certain  quantity  of  mineral  acid  is  added  to  a  mixed 
solution  of  the  two  salts,  iodine  is  set  at  liberty,  and  the  solution 
behaves  towards  sulphydric  acid  as  though  iodic  acid  had  been 
produced. 

When  the  mixed  solutions  are  submitted  to  electrolj^sis,  hydro- 
gen is  disengaged  at  the  positive  pole,  and  the  liquor  appears  to 
contain  both  iodide  and  iodate.* 

We  come  next  to  the  effects  of  the  before-mentioned  salts  on 
animals.  '  Seven  grains  of  chlorate  of  potash  were  given  to  a  bitch 

*  To  avoid  the  action  of  chlorine,  iodine,  and  oxygen,  the  author  employed 
retort  coke  as  the  positive  electrode.  The  carbon  was  previously  treated  with 
aqua  regia,  and  then  ignited  in  a  current  of  chlorine.  The  carbon  employed  in 
the  above  experiment  was  disaggregated,  and  in  part  burnt  to  carbonic  oxide  and 
acid,  and  at  the  same  time  a  soluble  black  carbonaceous  matter  was  obtained 
iimilar  to  the  ulraic  product  whicli  the  author  obtained  by  the  action  of  chlorine 
on  the  carbon  nontained  in  the  lungs  in  melanosis. 
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weighing  eleven  kflos,  every  day  for  a  month;  the  animal  did  not 
at  all  suffer.  Afterwards  five  grammes  of  iodide  of  potassium  were 
given  daily  for  the  same  period.  The  animal  suffered  a  little  dur- 
ing the  first  days,  but  at  the  end  of  the  month  was  perfectly  well. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  we  administer  to -a  dog  daily  seven  grammes 
of  a  mixture  of  iodide  of  potassium  and  chlorate  of  potash  in  equiv- 
alent  proportions,  the  animal  languishes  and  dies  about  the  twenty- 
fifth  or  twenty-eighth  day.  On  commencing  the  experiment  one 
dog  weighed  16.5  kilos;  at  the  moment  of  its  death  it  weighed 
only  11. 5  kilos.  The  experiment  repeated  on  several  dogs  gave 
similar  results.    Death  often  supervened  about  the  fifth  day. 

Post  mortem  examinations  revealed  changes  similar  to  those 
observed  by  the  author  when  iodate  of  potash  was  administered, 
especially  in  the  liver  and  intestines,  but  it  is  necessary  to  make 
a  series  of  comparative  experiments  with  the  iodate,  free  ^  iodine, 
and  mixtures  of  the  two  salts. 

The  author  has  shown  in  previous  memoirs  that  the  iodate  of 
potash  acts  as  a  poison.  This  salt,  given  in  doses  of  one  or  two 
grammes  daily,  will  kill  a  small  dog  in  a  few  days.  A  mixture 
of  the  two  salts  can  not  be  so  active  as  the  iodate,  since  both 
unchanged  iodide  and  chlorate  mdy  be  found  in  the  urine.  The 
author  is  therefore  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  the  mutual  action 
of  the  two  salts  in  the  economy  takes  place  with  the  greatest 
facility.  It  may  be  supposed  that  the  acids  of  the  stomach  and 
the  electrolytic  actions  which  take  place  in  the  organism  play  an 
important  part  in  bringing  about  this  decomposition.  Bat  beyond 
all  hypothesis  it  is  necessary  to  admit  that  changes  take  place  in 
the  animal  system  which  cannot  be  realized  in  the  laboratory  under 
ordinary  conditions,  or  with  the  assistance  of  a  high  temperature, 
strong  acids,  or  even  the  electric  current. — Lond.  Chem.  Neios, 
August  17,  1866. 


M.  Rossi  writes  to  the  Roman  "Correspondenza  Scientifica," 
stating  that  by  the  use  of  the  I^rythroxj'ion  coca  of  Peru,  men 
may  live  in  robust  health  for  several  days  without  food.  M.  Rossi 
declares  that  after  taking  a  decoction  of  the  leaves  of  the  plant 
he  felt  neither  hunger  nor  thirst  for  forty-eight  hours. 
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On  the  Treatment  of  Fracture  of  the  Radius  at  the  Styloid 
Process  by  means  of  Gordon's  Splint. 

BY  LAWSON  TAIT,  ESQ. 

(From  Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  July,  1866.) 
Few  fractures  have  had  so  many  ingenious  splints  devised  for 
their  treatment  as  that  known  as  Colles'  fracture,  yet  most  or  all 
have  been  given  up,  and  the  ordinary  palmar  and  dorsal  straight 
splints  generally  used,  although  frequently  with  unsatisfactory 
results. 

In  spite  of  the  utmost  care  most  cases  of  this  fracture  turn  out 
unsatisfactorily,  and  many  are  the  actions  of  damages  that  have 
been  raised  on  its  account.  The  reason  of  this  non-success  is,  I 
think,  very  plain;  let  any  one  examine  his  own  wrist,  and  the  fol- 
lowing explanation  will  be  clear.  Holding  the  hand  straight  out 
in  a  plane  with  the  forearm,  it.  will  be  seen  that,  while  the  dorsal 
aspect  is  almost  a  straight  line,  there  is  considerable  concavity  at 
the  wrist  on  the  palmar  aspect;  indeed,  that  a  line  drawn  from  the 
elbow  to  the  ball  of  the  thumb  would  be,  so  to  speak,  the  chard  of 
a  segment  of  a  circle.  "Thus  it  is  that  when  an  arm,  with  the 
radius  broken  as  it  is  in  Colles'  fracture,  is  pressed  by  two  straight 
splints,  one  on  either  aspect,  extending  from  the  elbow  to  the 
fingers,  the  upper  fragment  must  necessarily  be  pressed  towards 
the  palmar  aspect  of  the  limb;  while  the  lower  fragment,  which  is 
practically  the  same  in  this  condition  the  ball  of  the  thumb,  is 
pressed  in  the  opposite  direction — in  fact,  that  the  distortion  Is 
only  increased  by  the  splints,  as  they  press  the  fragments  in  the 
very  direction  in  which  they  are  already  displaced.  If  this  be  cor- 
rect, then  it  is  easy  to  under3tan4  the  success  which  has  attended 
the  use  of  Dr.  Gordon's  splint  in  the  treatment  of  this  fracture, 
and  to  believe  that  it  is  devised  on  sound  anatomical  and  mechan- 
ical principles — that  it  really  is  what  all  splints  ought  to  be,  viz: 
a  dermal  skeleton. 

This  instrument  was  originally  invented  and  described  by  Dr. 
Gordon,  of  Belfast;  the  only  notice,  however,  which  I  am  aware 
that  it  has  subsequently  received  is  in  a  paper  by  Mr.  Stokes  in 
the  Dublin  M'dical  Journal.  It  is  composed  of  two  pieces  of 
wood,  the  one  for  the  palmar  aspect  of  the  forearm  being  about 
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nine  inches  long,  two  and  a  quarter  inches  wide  at  the  wrist,  and 
three  and  a  half  wide  at  the  elbow;  the  surface  to  be  in  contact 
with  the  skin  is  slightly  hollowed  out  to  fit  the  arm,  and  along  its 
radial  border  it  has  screwed  to  it  a  wooden  bar  or  pad,  which  is 
rounded  off  at  the  ditsal  extremity  to  fit  the  concavity  of  the 
radius;  this  latter,  of  course,  necessitates  that,  to  fuUfil  this  con- 
dition, sejiarate  splints  are  required  for  the  right  and  left  arms. 

The  pad,  in  addition  to  its  being  rounded  off"  at  the  extremity, 
is  rounded  all  along  its  inner  surface  so  as  to  press  separately 
against  the  radius  throughout  nearly  its  whole  length,  and  it  is  of 
sufficient  height  to  embrace  rather  more  than  half  the  thickness  of 
the  forearm.  The  other  portion  of  the  apparatus  consists  of  a 
plain  piece  of  three-eight  inch  board,  two  inches  and  a  quarter 
broad,  and  two  inches  longer  than  its  fellow;  it  is  for  application 
to  the  dorsal  aspect  of  the  forearm,  and  has  the  surface  to  be  in 
contact  with  the  skin  slightly  hollowed,  and  it  likewise  has  its 
distal  extremity  transversely  rounded.  Its  application  is  effected 
as  follows: — The  fracture  having  been  reduced,  the  limb  is  retained 
in  position  by  an  assistant,  the  lower  part  of  the  apparatus  is  then 
applied,  padded  with  spongiopiline  or  lint,  to  the  radial  portion  of 
the  forearm  alone,  and  not  to  the  hand.  Then  the  upper  splint  is 
to  be  applied,  likewise  padded,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  proximal 
ends  of  the  two  parts  of  the  apparatus  are  maintained  at  the  same 
level,  while  the  distal  end  of  the  upper  one  projects  about  two 
inches  beyond  the  end  of  the  radius.  For  a  more  particular  de- 
scription and  a  drawing,  see  Dublin  Medical  Journal,  for  February, 
1865.  The  whole  apparatus  is  firmly  secured  by  two  small  strajjs 
with  ])uckles.  In  this  manner  no  pressure  is  exerted  on  either  of 
the  fragments  but  what  is  calculate^  to  keep  them  in  their  correct 
position.  The  arm,  during  the  after  progress  of  the  case,  is  recom- 
mended to  be  kept  in  the  position  most  agreeable  to  the  patient, 
which  will  be  found  to  be  that  of  almost  complete  pronation.  In 
the  employment  of  this  apparatus  the  wrist  will  be  found  to  be 
confined  only  to  a  'limited  extent,  while  the  movements  of  the 
fingers  and  carpo-metacarpal  articulations  are  quite  unimpaired; 
thus  entirel}-  doing  away  with  the  most  objectionable  condition  of 
stiff  joints,  which  is  such  an  annoyance  both  to  surgeon  and  pa 
tient  for  weeks  after  the  common  splints  have  been  removed  from 
the  forearm. 
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Trsatment  of  Cholera  by  Hypodermic  Injections  of  Warm  Water, 

BY  HERMANN  BEIGEL,  M.  D. 

M.  S. ,  a  widow  of  44  years,  had,  since  the  outbreak  of  the  pres- 
ent epidemic,  been  very  much  engaged  in  nursing  cholei'a  patients. 
On  the  26th  of  August  she  did  not  feel  quite  well;  and  about  one 
o'clock  A.  M.,  on  the  27th,  she  was  severely  attacked  by  cholera, 
vomited  very  much,  was  purged  severely,  and  subjected  to 
violent  cramps.  In  that  condition  she  was  received  on  the  27  th 
into  the  cholera  ward  of  the  London  Hospital.  She  was  a  well 
made  woman,  strong  and  muscular.  The  eyes  lay  deep  in  the 
orbits,  and  had  a  very  distinct  dark  circle.  The  skin,  particularly 
of  the  face  and  hands,  was  cold,  inelastic,  and  wrinkled ;  the  nails 
blue.  The  patient  was  extremely  thirsty,  frequently  vomiting  and 
purging,  and  uji  to  twelve  A.  M.,  at  which  hour  I  first  saw  her, 
scarcely  a  few  minutes  free  from  cramps,  so  that  she  was  constantly 
screaming  with  pain.  The  epigastric  region  was  particularly  pain- 
ful. The  case  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  house-surgeon,  as  well  as 
of  the  matron,  one  of  the  worst  which  had  been  admitted  into  the 
hospital  during  the  epidemic. 

Temperature  on  admission,  36  3°~cent. ;  pulse  112,  very  small, 
scarcely  perceptible ;  respiration  22  in  a  minute.  At  two  o'clock 
P.  M.  the  temperature  was  35. 6  cent.  ;  pulse  96 ;  respiration  24 ; 
at  six  P.  M.  temperature  35.9°  cent. ;  and  at  eleven  P.  M.  temper- 
ature 36.0"  cent.,  pulse  104,  respiration  22.  On  the  following  day, 
at  six  A.  M. ,  the  temperature  was  53.8°  cent.,  pulse  not  percepti- 
ble, respiration  28;  at  eleven  A.  M.  temperature  35.5  cent.,  pulse 
not  perceptible,  respiration  30;  at  four  P.  M.  temperature  34.9° 
cent.,  pulse  not  perceptible,  respiration  36. 

After  examining  the  patient,  I  proceeded  to  inject  warm  water 
hypodermically.  This  operation  was  performed  much  more  easily 
than  I  had  imagined.  In  the  calves,  thighs,  arms,  and  epigastric 
region  seven  ounces  of  water  were  injected,  and  so  raj^idly  ab- 
sorbed that  I  did  not  even  find  it  necessary  to  put  a  piece  of  jjlaster 
to  the  little  wounds  caused  by  the  syringe.  Immediately  after  the 
completion  of  the  injection  the  cramps  ceased  entirely,  and  did  not 
return  till  the  death  of  the  patient.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  matron  the  thirst  was  also  diminished,  and  the  patient  remained 
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longer  without  asking  for  drink  than  she  had  done  before  the  injec- 
tions; the  pulse  became  likewise  more  perceptible,  and  was  reduced 
from  112  to  96.  At  half-past  five  o'clock  P.  M.  I  again  injected 
four  ounces  and  a  half  of  warm  water,  and,  according  to  the  report, 
the  vomiting  and  purging  were  not  so  frequent;  but,  as  showu 
above,  the  principal  sign  —  namely,  the  temperature  —  not  only 
showed  no  improvement,  but  a  decrease. 

On  the  28th,  the  general  appearance  of  the  patient  was  worse; 
vomiting  and  purging  became,  towards  morning,  again  more  fre- 
quent; snd  the  skin  was  very  cool,  and  void  of  elasticity-.  I 
injected  five  ounces  of  water,  and  the  absorption  still  took  place 
rapidly.  In  the  course  of  the  day  the  expression  of  the  eyes 
became  staring,  the  collapse  increased,  and  the  patient  sank  at 
about  six  P.  M. 

This  case,  although  it  ended  fatallj',  affords  some  points  of  very 
great  interest. 

1.  — It  has  not  been  known  hitherto  that  such  large  quantities  of 
fluid  could  safely  be  injected  hypodermically. 

2.  — It  is  of  great  importance  to  know  that,  even  in  collapse, 
and  when  the  stomach  steadily  refuses  to  retain  its  contents  or 
anything  that  has  been  introduced  into  it,  the  skin  is  capable  of 
absorbing  fluids  and  bringing  them  into  the  current  of  circulation. 
Of  that  fact  use  may  be  made  in  other  diseases,  and  nutrition  car- 
ried on  artificially  till  the  alimentary  tract  is  brought  into  a  better 
condition. 

3.  — Experiments  have  been  made  to  carry  out  the  idea  just  men- 
tioned by  injecting  broth  and  other  fluids,  as  much  as  a  pint  at 
one  spot.  Such  a  method  is  physiologically  not  justifiable,  and, 
therefore,  will  scarcely  be  crowned  with  success ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  causes  inflammation  of  the  respective  parts  and  gangrene  of  the 
skin,  whilst  injection  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  fluids  at  differ 
ent  spots,  and  of  about  twenty  or  thirty  minims  at  a  time,  may  be 
practiced  without  causing  any  considerable  pain,  and  with  the  cer 
tainty  of  the  separate  small  quantities  of  fluid  immediately  being 
absorbed  and  carried  into  the  circulation. 

4.  — In  the  case  described  above  the  injection  of  seven  ounces  of 
water  was  effected  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half ;  but,  to  perform 
that  operation  in  a  shorter  time.  I  had  an  instrument  manufactured 
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by  Messrs,  Krohne  k  Sesemann,  of  Wbitechapel  Road,  which  I 
call  an  "injector,"  and  by  means  of  which  several  ounces  and  even 
a  pint  of  fluid  may  be  conveniently  injected  hypodermically,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  I  have  stated,  in  a  very  short  time.  ^ 

5.  — Should  I  have  further  opportunity  of  continuing  this  kind 
of  treatment,  the  solution  which  I  would  choose  for  injection  would 
be  one  containing  ^  per  cent,  of  phosphate  of  soda  and  ^  per  cent, 
of  common  salt,  that  being  the  chemical  composition  of  the  rice- 
water  evacuations  as  analyzed  by  Kletzinsky. 

6.  — Hypodermic  injections,  as  I  learn  from  several  communica- 
tions made  to  me  after  my  short  paper  in  the  Lancet  of  25th  August, 
have  been  recommended  also  by  different  authors  on  the  continent, 
and  particularly  by  Dr.  W.  M.  Gunning,  of  Amsterdam ;  and  it 
really  seems  that  this  method,  when  properly  applied,  will  at  all 
events  enable  medical  men  to  act  more  surely,  and  therefore  more 
energetically,  against  the  disease. — Lancet,  Sept.  29,  1866. 


On  the  Internal  Use  of  Chlopoform  in  the  Treatment  of  Delirium 

Tremens. 

BY  E.  m'cLELLAN,  M.  D.  ,    ASSISTANT  SURGEON,  U.  S.  ARMT. 

In  the  treatment  of  delirium  tremens,  be  it  presented  either  in 
that  stage  of  excitement  of  the  nervous  system,  dependent  upon 
the  excessive  stimulation  of  a  late  debauch,  or  in  that  of  cerebral 
debility,  the  result  of  a  total  absence  of  the  long  accustomed  stim- 
ulant, the  same  results  must  be  obtained  in  order  to  afford  that  relief 
which  the  condition  of  the  patient  demands ;  and  in  either  case  is  the 
condition  of  the  nervous  system  produced  by  excessive  stimulation 
alone  to  be  considered. 

By  the  constant  presence  of  alcohol,  the  stomach  has  lost  its 
tone,  and  among  those  in  whom  this  disease  occurs  but  little  food 
is  taken  at  any  time,  while  during  a  debauch  it  is  almost  entirely 
abstained  from. 

Inanition  is  therefore  a  serious  complication. 

Daring  a  debauch  the  drunkard  for  the  time  becomes  a  pedes- 
trian, and,  in  his  sleepless  walk,  traverses  distances  which,  at  other 
times,  are  far  beyond  his  powers.  He  exposes  himself  to  all 
extremes  of  temperature;  this,  with  his  total  neglect  of  all  hygi- 
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enic  laws,  swells  the  account  of  his  folly,  until  finally,  by  the  ner- 
vous excitement  operating  upon  his  prostrate  system,  the  vital 
force  of  the  patient  is  reduced  to  that  point  from  which,  unaided, 
he  can  rarely  recuperate. 

It  is  conceded  by  all,  that  the  first  indication  in  the  treatment 
of  this  disease  is  to  subdue  the  undue  excitement  which  prevails, 
and  that  this  must  be  accomplished,  and  sleep  procured,  before 
further  action  is  practicable.  Therefore,  a  remedy  which  will  most 
readily  procure  this  result  is  the  one  to  be  exhibited. 

Rarely  has  there  been  a  requirement  of  disease  to  meet  which 
such  a  variety  of  remedies  have  been  proposed ;  they  range  from 
the  sedative  effect  of  solitary  confinement  to  free  stimulation ; 
from  active  antiphlogistic  treatment  to  that  of  powerful  narcotics; 
and  among  others  of  this  class  is  found  chloroform,  exhibited  by 
inhalation  or  administered  internally. 

Frequently  has  this  remedy  been  recommended  for  internal  use 
in  this  disease  and  others  of  the  same  family ;  its  claims  have  been 
presented  with  great  earnestness  by  some  observers ;  it  has  met 
with  many  strong  advocates;  but  the  mass  of  the  profession  look 
upon  it  with  distrust,  forgetting  that  they  daily,  and  with  impu- 
nity, use  products  far  more  deadly  in  their  character. 

It  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  that  chloroform  administered 
internally  acts  as  a  '■^diffusible  narcotic  which  is  as  free  from  danger 
as  any  other  drug;  that  in  its  somniferous  properties  it  is  more  prompt 
than  opium,  and  that  its  effect  is  of  shorter  duration,  producing  less 
cerebral  oppression." 

Among  the  cases  recorded  of  its  internal  use,  the  following  have 
been  selected,  and  are  referred  to,  as  corroborating  this  opinion : 

I.  In  the  Dublin  Medical  Press  for  1852,  Mr.  Butcher  reports  in 
full  his  treatment  of  a  case  of  delirium  tremens,  in  which,  all  other 
remedies  failing,  it  was  employed  with  perfect  success. 

II.  In  the  Dublin  Quarterly  Journal  for  May,  1863,  Dr.  Harvey 
reports  a  case  of  maniacal  delirium,  in  which  it  was  internally  used 
with  great  success,  opium  and  other  narcotics  having  failed. 

III.  In  the  Dublin  Hospital  Gazette  for  February,  1854,  Dr. 
Gordon  reports  its  employment  with  advantage  in  two  cases  of 
violent  delirium,  the  result  of  irritative  fever. 
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IV.  In  the  same  Journal,  Dr.  McDowell  reports  its  successful 
administration  in  three  cases  of  delirium  tremens. 

These  cases  have  been  referred  to,  not  only  from  the  fact  that 
they  fully  demonstrate  the  internal  action  of  chloroform,  but  that 
they  are  those  in  which  full  physiological  doses  were  administered, 
and  also  those  in  which  its  effects  were  not  impaired  by  combina- 
tions with  other  substances. 

The  rapidity  with  which  chloroform  acts  upon  the  nerve  centers ; 
the  character  of  the  sleep  produced;  its  not  producing  cerebral 
depression  or  gastric  irritation,  its  prompt  relief  of  nausea,  and 
arrestion  of  vomiting,  shorten  materially  the  period  during  which 
the  practitioner  must  remain  inactive  before  he  can  meet  those 
complications  which  exert  so  powerful  an  influence  upon  this 
disease. 

This  remedy  has  been  freely  used  by  the  writer,  and  the  appen- 
ded cases,  from  the  record  of  those  treated,  show  its  uniform  action. 

Case  I. — Private  B.  was  admitted  to  th3  Post  Hospital,  Fort 
Delaware,  September  12th,  1805.  This  patient  had  been  drinking 
hard  for  several  days,  and  was  reported  as  having  no  sleep  during 
the  past  forty-eight  hours.  He  was  much  debilitated,  pulse  about 
100,  skin  cold  and  clammy,  tongue  heavily  coated,  very  restless, 
suffering  from  constant  nausea,  and  very  considerable  tremor. 
No  mental  disorder  beyond  an  inability  to  concentrate  his  mind 
upon  any  subject.  Chloroform  3j  was  administered,  followed  by 
a  small  quantity  of  iced  water,  and  was  not  ejected,  the  tremor 
gradually  ceased,  his  pulse  became  fuller  and  less  frequent.  He 
was  undressed  and  placed  in  bed,  and  shortly  passed  into  a  pro- 
found sleep,  which  lasted  for  nearly  five  hours,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  awoke,  exhibiting  no  symptoms  of  the  attack  beyond 
that  of  debility.  He  remained  under  treatment  until  the  14th, 
when  he  was  returned  to  duty. 

Case  II. — Private  M.,  aged  40  years,  originally  of  a  strong  con- 
stitution, but  much  debilitated  by  prolonged  attacks  of  intermit- 
tent fever,  was  arrested,  September  29th,  ISOo,  at  about  8  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  and  confined,  after  he  had  been  drinking  hard  for  many 
hours. 

He  was  violently  excited,  and  much  force  was  necessary  before 
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he  could  be  secured ;  his  condition  during  the  night  continued  the 
same. 

My  attention  was  not  called  to  his  case  until  8  o'clock  A.  M., 
the  next  day.  I  found  him  suffering  greatly  from  prostration, 
vainly  endeavoring  to  sleep,  and  pleading  for  stimulants ;  muscu- 
lar tremor  was  excessive. 

Chloroform  3j  was  administered,  and  produced  an  immediate 
cessation  of  his  craving  for  drink. 

In  twenty  minutes,  as  no  permanent  relief  had  been  obtained,  it 
was  repeated  to  the  extent  of  half  a  drachm,  and  in  fifteen  minutes 
the  patient  was  in  a  sleep  which  lasted  for  several  hours.  "When 
he  awoke  his  mind  was  clear,  and  the  nervous  prostration  relieved. 
He  remained  under  treatment  until  October  2d,  when  he  was 
returned  to  duty. 

Case  III. — On  themorningof  June  10th,  1866,  was  called  to  see 
private  D.,  who  was  in  close  confinement,  and  found  that  he  had 
been  drinking  excessively  for  several  days,  but  that  during  the 
past  twenty-four  hours,  had  been  without  any  stimulant.  The 
patient  was  Ij'ing  upon  his  blankets,  to  all  appearances  perfectly 
quiet  and  composed ;  insomnia  being  at  the  first  glance  the  only 
prominent  symptom — the  excessive  excitement  having  passed  off 
and  the  remaining  nervousness  being  to  a  great  degree  mastered 
by  the  will  of  the  patient.  His  tongue  was  heavily  coated,  the 
pulse  was  small  and  feeble.  He  had  voided  no  urine  during  the 
past  ten  hours,  and  had  taken  no  food  during  the  time  he  had  been 
confined. 

On  being  thrown  off  his  guard,  and  excited,  some  muscular 
tremor,  with  slight  incoherence,  came  on. 

He  was  placed  under  the  influence  of  one  drachm  of  chloroform, 
and  was  soon  in  a  sound  sleep  which  lasted  three  hours.  On 
awaking,  a  full  dose  of  castor  oil  in  porter  was  administered,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  he  was  again  asleep,  which  lasted  for  one  hour, 
when  he  voided  ab  out  one  pint  of  heavily  loaded  urine.  The  sleep 
continued  during  the  day  at  short  intervals,  and  under  careful 
treatment  and  diet  he  rapidly  recovered. 

Had  this  case  been  allowed  to  remain,  unaided  for  but  a  few 
hours,  in  all  probability  it  would  have  terminated  in  maniacal 
delirium. 
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Case  IV". — Private  M.  H.,  was  admitted  to  hospital,  July  6th, 
1866.  He  had  been  drinking  since  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th  instant;  the  only  symptoms  exhibited  were  insomnia  and  some 
nervous  excitement.  Chloroform  3i  was  administered,  and  was 
followed  by  a  sleep  -of  two  hours,  after  which  he  awoke,  refreshed 
and  complaining  of  hunger  —  ate  a  full  breakfast.  The  relief 
afforded  was  so  great  that  at  noon  of  the  same  day  he  was  allowed 
to  return  to  his  quarters. 

July  7th,  7.30  A.  M.,  he  was  brought  to  hospital  under  guard, 
with  the  report  that  his  debauch  had  been  renewed  with  vigor  on 
the  preceding  day.  He  now  exhibited  the  full  symptoms  of  mania 
a  potu. 

His  countenance  was  anxious;  his  expression  wild;  the  muscular 
tremor  was  fully  established ;  his  speech  was  hurried  and  irrational. 
Eyes  suffused,  tongue  heavily  coated,  pulse  about  110,  thirst  exces- 
sive, but  vomiting  violently  after  drinking,  restless,  constantly 
walking  around  the  ward.    Was  unable  to  keep  him  in  bed. 

8  o'clock,  A.  M.  Chloroform  3 i  was  administered  in  small  quan- 
tities of  simple  sjTup.  The  vomiting  was  arrested,  but  no  other 
relief  obtained. 

8.20  A.  M.  The  dose  was  repeated,  and  sensibly  diminisiied 
the  rate  of  his  pulse  and  the  violence  of  the  tremor. 

8.40  A.  M.  No  disposition  to  sleep  being  apparent,  the  same 
dose  was  administered,  the  tremor  gradually  ceased,  the  pulse 
became  more  natural,  and  sound  sleep  came  on,  which  lasted  for 
over  two  hours — when  he  awoke,  complaining  of  severe  thirst; 
still  incoherent  and  affected  by  the  tremor,  although  a  sensible 
abatement  had  occurred  of  all  the  sj-mptoms.  The  thirst  was 
relieved  by  pounded  ice,  and  beef  tea  in  small  quantities  was 
administered  during  the  day;  he  continued  drowsy  and  slept  at 
intervals  until  five  o'clock  P.  M.  At  seven  P.  M.,  after  being 
awake  for  about  two  hours,  the  restlessness  and  excitement  re- 
turned. A  drachm  of  chloroform  was  again  administered,  and 
the  patient  slept  during  the  entire  night. 

July  8th.  Awoke  in  the  morning  much  refreshed;  his  mind 
clear,  but  complaining  of  gastric  pain  and  great  thirst;  in  the 
absence  of  his  nurse,  he  drank  a  large  quantity  of  water,  which 
again  brouglit  on  excessive  vomiting,  with  every  prospect  of  a 
vol..  6,  NO.  4 — 20. 
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return  of  the  graver  symptoms.  Chloroform  gtt.  ix  exhibited, 
quieting  effectually  the  vomiting. 

Ten  grains  of  calomel  were  administered,  followed  by  a  full 
dose  of  castor  oil  in  porter;  this  produced  three  evacuations. — 
The  patient  remained  quiet  and  rational,  did  )iot  sleep  much  dur- 
ing the  day — beef  tea  being  retained  by  the  stomach.  At  8  o'clock 
P.  M.,  chloroform  3ss  was  administered,  and  secured  for  the 
patient  a  comfortable  night. 

July  9th.  This  morning  the  patient  awoke  rational,  the  cere- 
bral symptoms  having  entirely  disappeared,  but  suffering  greatly 
from  debility.  From  this  point  the  case  presents  nothing  of 
especial  interest;  the  patient,  however,  having  a  hard  struggle  in 
recuperating — nausea  and  vomiting  frequently  being  present,  but 
always  yielding  to  the  influence  of  chloroform. — Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Reporter,  August,  1866.  • 


Remarkable  Exemption  of  Buffalo  from  Epidemic  Cholera  and  the 
usual  diseases  of  the  season. 

It  is  quite  remarkable  that  cholera  should  prevail  to  so  great  extent  in  almost 
all  the  larger  cities  of  the  country  and  so  few  cases  of  choleraic  disease  be  reported 
in  Bufifalo.  Three  or  four  cases  thus  far  comprise  the  whole,  and  these  perhaps 
hardly  come  within  the  present  fashionable  definition  of  this  disease.  The  new 
work  on  Cholera  by  John  C.  Peters,  who  gives  his  own  opinions  in  twelve  dis- 
tinct expressions,  which  are  maintained,  as  he  says,  by  the  most  scientific  and 
experienced  physicians  of  the  times,  will  exclude  most  or  all  of  our  cases  of  chol- 
era, though  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  general  symptoms  of  cholera  were 
present. 

Article  Gth  says:  No  amount  of  filth,  imprudence  or  diarrhceal  disease  without 
the  addition  of  this  peculiar  cause,  Ccholeraic  poison)  will  give  rise  to  true 
Asiatic  cholera  in  temperate  climates.  12th.  Finally,  no  case  of  diarrhoea, 
cholera  morbus  or  dysentery  can  be  converted  into  cholera,  unless  the  patient  has 
also  been  exposed  to  the  peculiar  infection  of  this  disease. 

The  cases  in  Bufifalo,  reported  as  cholera,  were  not  supposed  to  hnve  had  any 
exposure  to  the  "peculiar  infection"  of  cholera,  that  is,  the  most  perfectly 
marked  and  unquestionable  ones  were  known  not  to  have  been  exposed  to  the 
infection  of  cholera.  One  patient  we  believe  was  supposed  to  have  contracted 
the  disease  in  New  York,  which  only  completed  its  course  in  Buffalo;  perhaps 
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one  other  also  contracted  the  disease  in  another  city  and  came  here  to  die. — 
It  was  under  the  care  of  an  irregular  physician,  and  of  its  character  or  symp" 
toms  we  have  no  knowledge;  the  daily  papers  announced  death  from  "typhoid 
fever,  following  cholera."    The  absurdity  of  this,  reminds  us  of  a  good  story 

told  by  Rev.  Dr.  H  of  Buffalo,  who  is  not  as  much  given  to  being  deceived 

in  matters  of  medicine,  as  most  men  who  have  his  titles,  and  we  may  be  pardoned 
for  digressing  enough  to  repeat  the  Doctor's  experience.  One  morning  during 
the  prevalence  of  one  of  the  former  epidemics  of  cholera,  meeting  a  newly  con- 
verted homoepathic  parishioner,  who  was  very  ardent  for  the  newly  discovered 
wonders  of  the  infinitesimal,  and  anxious  to  make  a  startling  announcement, 
inquires,  ''have  you  heard  of  the  wonderful  cure  Dr.  Warner  has  made?' 
On  being  told  that  he  had  not,  he  says,  "Dr.  Warner  has  cured  a  man  of 
cholera  after  he  had  been  in  collapse  twelve  hours."  Dr.  H.  replied  reverently, 
that  he  did  not  believe  any  one  but  God  himself  could  do  such  a  thing.  But  it 
has  been  done,  and  when  all  hope  of  his  recovery  was  given  up,  was  the  positive 
reply.  Who  was  the  fortunate  object  of  this  miraculous  cure  ?  inquires  the  Doc- 
tor.   It  was  er,  it  was  er,  Mr.   on  Pearl  street.    My  dear  Sir,  I  attended  that 

man's  funeral  myself,  two  weeks  or  more  since.  Ye — s,  he's  dead,  I  know,  but 
Dr.  Warner  cured  him  of  the  cholera,  and  then  he  died  from  the  effects  of  the 
medicine  the  old  school  doctors  had  given  him  before  Dr.  Warner  was  called. 
The  doctor's  wholesome  advice  to  his  quite  prominent  parishioner  may  be  imag- 
ined, while  we  return  to  the  question  of  what  shall,  and  what  shall  not,  be 
regarded  as  cholera.  One  of  the  most  well  marked  cases,  under  the  care  of  as 
careful  and  intelligent  observation  as  the  country  affords,  without  any  exposure 
to  the  infection  of  cholera,  and  fin  as  healthy  a  location  as  is  to  be  found 
in  the  city,  terminates  fatally,  and  is  pronounced  "cholera,  and  nothing  else 
but  cholera,"  by  a  most  discriminating  and  experienced  physician.  The  infer- 
ence is  plain,  that  either  this,  and  other  similar  cases,  cannot  properly  be 
called  cholera,  or  the  present  prevailing  code  concerning  this  disease  requires 
modification.  That  the  patient  had  the  usual  symptoms  of  the  disease,  in  severe 
and  fatal  form,  cannot  be  doubted;  but  that  it  lacked  the  exposure  to  infection 
from  choleraic  disease  is  also  certain,  and  therefore  according  to  the  present 
view  of  all  those  who  believe  contagion  necessary  for  true  cholera  could  not 
come  under  that  name.  The  question  of  whether  we  shall  call  such  disease 
cholera  is  a  proper  one  for  consideration,  and  the  arguments  for  and  against  may 
very  properly  be  stated.  The  sudden  appearance  and  disappearance  of  cholera 
here  and  there,  following  laws  thus  far,  as  we  believe  inscrutable,  induces  us  to 
withhold  assent  to  all  theories  of  its  communication,  hoping  at  length  to  arrive  at 
conclusions  in  perfect  harmony  with  facts. 

We  have  enjoyed  a  season  of  the  most  remarkable  exemption  from  all  forms  of 
disease,  fewer  cases  of  cholera  morbus,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  having  occurred 
in  Buffalo  than  for  many  years  past.  The  announcement  of  cholera  is  generally 
received  with  distrust,  the  demand  that  tnie  cholera  be  epidemic,  being  general. 
If  cholera  lacks  the  epidemic  character,  it  does  not  quite  answer  public  expecta- 
tion, and  perhaps  it  might  be  as  well  to  add  the  morbus  to  it,  and  let  it  pass, 
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unless  it  does  show  disposition  to  extend  itself,  whatever  other  symptoms  it 
presents.  Others  think  differently —that  it  is  better  to  call  such  sporadic  cases, 
cholera,  that  the  community  may  be  a\yare  of  the  presence  of  the  disease  and  act 
accordingly. 


Vivisections— Letters  from  Henry  Bergh  and  Dr.  Dalton. 

On  the  27th  of  September  last,  Mr.  Henry  Bergh,  President  of  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  addressed  a  letter  to  Dr.  Edward  Delafield,  Presi- 
dent of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York,  asking  his  opinion 
•'  whether  the  practice  of  that  branch  of  surgery  known  as  vivisection  could  not  be 
wholly  dispensed  with,  or  so  modified,  without  detriment  to  science,  as  to  exempt 
from  suffering,  by  the  employment  of  anaesthetics,  the  animals  operated  upon." 

Dr.  Delafield  referred  Mr.  Bergh's  letter  to  Dr.  Dalton,  professor  of  physiology  in 
the  college.  On  the  22d  of  September  Dr.  Dalton  replied  that  the  practice  of 
vivisection  had  been  conducted  in  that  college  "  in  conformity  with  the  most 
humane  methods  known  to  the  profession,"  but  added  that  "  suffering  is  prevented 
in  nearly  all  instances  by  the  previous  use  of  anajsthetic  agents,  in  the  same  manner 
as  in  surgical  operations  on  the  human  subject.  The  cases  in  which  they  cannot  be 
used  for  this  purpose  are  very  rare." 

Mr.  Bergh  rejoined,  under  date  of  October  6,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Dr. 
Delafield's  reply,  and  the  inclosure  from  Dr.  Dalton,  and  remarking:  "I  cannot 
overlook  the  avowal  made  by  Dr.  Dalton,  that  '  there  are  cases  in  which  anaesthetics 
cannot  be  used,  although  rare.'"  He  added  a  request  for  a  specification  of  the 
cases  in  which  anaesthetics  could  not  be  used,  and  the  reasons  for  those  exceptions. 
Dr.  Dalton  replied  to  this  request  as  follows  : 

*  *  *  ''  Inswer  to  your  request,  I  would  say  that  the  cases  referred  to, 
■where  anaesthetics  cannot  be  used,  are  those  in  which  the  insensibility  produced  by 
anaesthetics  would  interfere  with  the  performance  of  the  experiment  and  defeat  its 
objects — as  in  those  of  Magendie  on  the  nervous  .system,  in  which  the  object  of  the 
experiment  was  to  ascertain  the  presence  or  absence  of  sensibility  in  particular 
parts.  The  special  character  of  these  cases  will  undoubtedly  vary  in  course  of  time 
with  the  progress  of  medical  inquiry. 

"  Tours,  respectfully, 

"J.  C.  Daltos, 
"  Professor  of  Physiology. " 

Mr.  Bergh  makes  a  lengthy  reply  to  this  letter  charging  inhumanity  and  bar- 
barity, and  quoting  letters  from  various  surgeons  stistaining  his  position. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Dalton'a  reply  to  Mr.  Bergh  shows  that  the  solo  and  only  ultimate 
object  of  this  practice  is  the  relief  of  human  suffering  and  the  cure  of  human  dis- 
eases; that  it  is  not  cruel  but  humane  and  unobjectionable,  being  almost  always 
done  while  the  animals  are  under  influence  of  ether  or  chloroform.  He  says: — 
"  It  has  always  been  believed  that  the  fullest  instruction  in  physiology,  as  well  as 
in  the  elementary  branches,  is  essential  to  the  due  preparation  of  intelligent  and 
successful  physicians.  The  more  complete  and  eflScient  this  instruction  is  made, 
the  more  competent  will  be  the  practitioners  who  every  year  are  sent  out  to  join 
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the  ranks  of  the  medical  profession.  This  instruction  is  made  as  complete  as 
possible  by  ocular  demonstrations  of  many  important  facts,  but  this  is  always 
done,  as  I  believe,  in  a  reasonable  and  proper  way. " 


Books  Reviewed. 


Hamilton  on  Fractures  and  Dislocations. 

The  first  appearance  of  this  work  was  in  the  winter  of  1859,  since  which  time 
it  has  passed  to  its  third  edition.  At  the  time  of  its  first  publication  the  English 
language  did  not  contain  another  complete  treatise  upon  Fractures  and  Disloca- 
tions, and  the  profession  of  this  country  have  shown  their  appreciation  of  this 
work  by  tho  most  substantial  proofs;  surgeons  will  always  manifest  their  interest 
and  confidence  in  it,  especially  so  whenever  deformities  after  injuries  result  in 
legal  investigations.  The  profession,  however,  can  never  fully  appreciate  the 
value  of  this  book,  since  it  is  such  a  bulwark  of  defence  on  both  sides,  preventing 
suits  for  mal-practice  and  justifying  conditions  of  deformity  which  surgical  skill 
cannot  prevent. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  edition  the  eases  an^l  observations  published  since 
the  date  of  the  first  have  been  studied,  and  valuable  additions  made  both  in  the 
text  and  in  the  illustration  of  it.  The  chapter  upon  gun-shot  wounds  has  been 
enlarged  by  the  experiences  of  the  late  war,  and  the  whole  work  brought  up  to 
the  standard  of  practice  at  the  present  day,  indeed  is  itself  the  standard,  and  by 
it  must  be  estimated  the  results  of  surgical  practice.  Epiphyseal  separations 
liable  to  be  confounded  with  fractures  are  additionally  illustrated  by  cuts  selected 
from  Gray's  anatomy,  indicating  the  centers  of  ossification  and  development  of 
bone.  The  author  describes  these  epiphyseal  separations  as  quite  distinct  acci- 
dents, and  as  often  requiring  much  longer  time  for  repair  than  fracture  of  bone; 
he  makes  mention  of  such  separation  of  the  acromion  process,  upper  and  lower 
ends  of  the  humerus,  upper  and  lower  ends  of  the  femur,  and  trocanter  major. 
These  injuries  are  described  carefully  and  their  occurrence  seems  probable,  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  proof  is  conclusive.  He  relates  four  cases  in  the  femur 
supposed  to  be  of  this  nature,  and  then  says:  "  these  four  constitute  the  only  exam- 
ples at  the  upper  end  of  the  thigh,  which  I  find  reported,  or  of  which  I  have  any 
knowledge,  and  although  there  may  be  much  reason  to  suppose  that  the  diagnosis 
was  correct  in  each  instance,  I  cannot  regard  any  one  of  them  as  actually  proven; 
nor  can  I  admit  the  accident  as  fully  established,  or  the  diagnostic  signs  as  fully 
made  out,  until  these  important  points  have  received  the  confirmation  of  at  least 
one  dissection."  It  seems  probable  that  bones  might  separate  more  easily  at  their 
epiphyseal  points  than  elsewhere,  especially  in  young  subjects,  or  in  cases  of 
delayed  union,  but  we  cannot  now  appreciate  any  circumstances  or  appearances 
which  would  enable  tho  surgeon  to  determine  the  exact  nature  of  the  accident. 
If  it  should  be  settled  that  such  accidents  arc  common  it  still  seems  probable  that 
nothing  but  dissection  could  determine  its  existence — differential  diagnosis  be" 

ween  it  and  fracture  will  certainly  be  diflBcuU  if  not  impossible. 
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We  are  much  gratified  with  the  appearance  of  this  edition,  and  though  the 
former  ones  were  supposed  to  be  perfect,  this  is  certainly  an  improvement  upon 
the  first  and  second.  The  distinguished  author  has  earned  his  reputation,  and  his 
work  will  remain  an  enduring  testimonial  to  his  candor,  zeal,  intelligence  and 
unhesitating  avowal  of  the  truth.  He  has  spoken  truthfully  for  the  science  and 
art  of  surgery,  and  at  the  same  time  for  himself  and  the  whole  profession. 


Flint  on  the  Respiratory  Organs. 

It  is  now  ten  years  since  the  first  appearance  of  this  work,  which  has  beeu  out 
of  print  for  some  time.  During  these  ten  years,  the  author  has  given  special  atten- 
tion to  the  diagnosis  of  diseases  affecting  the  respiratory  organs,  and  has  been 
constantly  teaching  at  the  bed-side  and  in  didactic  lectures  the  physical  signs  of 
these  diseases.  These  facts  would  alone  prove  sufficient  evidence  of  the  value  of 
the  book,  but  the  American  profession  are  suflSciently  well  acquainted  with  this 
distinguished  teacher  and  author  to  make  any  notice  of  his  work  other  than  the 
simple  announcement  of  its  appearance  necessary. 

The  present  edition  has  undergone  considerable  change,  as  compared  with  the 
first,  though  the  general  plan  remains  the  same.  The  design  of  the  work,  is  to 
present  as  plainly  as  consistent  with  full  exposition,  the  physical  signs  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  chest,  which  has  been  accomplished  by  "adopting  a  convenient  classifi- 
cation, by  pointing  out  distinctly  their  differential  characters,  and  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  few  new  names,  which  are  in  themselves  description."  Pitch  of  the 
resonance  observed  in  percussion,  and  the  pitch  of  the  mucus,  the  subcriptant  and 
criptant  rales  as  indicative  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  disease  of  the  lung  are 
considered  much  more  fully  than  heretofore,  as  furnishing  valuable  diagnostic 
signs.  Attention  is  also  directed  to  a  novel  method  of  auscultatory  percussion, 
which  consists  in  "  applying  Cammann's  stethoscope  near  to  the  open  mouth  of 
the  patient,  while  percussion  is  made.  In  this  way  the  amphoric  and  the  cracked 
metal  intonation  may  often  be  obtained  in  cases  in  which  they  are  otherwise 
inappreciable." 

The  whole  art  of  physical  exploration  is  embraced  in  this  work,  together  with 
the  rational  signs  of  disease,  while  the  relative  value  of  each  is  plainly  indicated, 
so  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  one  set  or  group  of  symptoms  have  been  considered 
to  the  exclusion  of  others.  In  its  manner  of  arrangement  and  classification  it  is 
excellent,  and  in  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  its  teaching,  perfect. 


Nelligan  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

In  1852  Dr.  J.  Moore  Nelligan  of  Dublin,  published  a  small  work  which  he 
termed  in  his  practice  "A  Concise  Practical  Treatise,"  diseases  of  the  skin  at 
that  time  having  received  comparatively  little  attention.  This  little  work  has 
passed  to  a  second  and  enlarged  Dublin  edition  and  fifth  American,  thus  showing 
the  favor  it  has  received  from  the  profession  of  both  countries.  It  still  remains 
after  being  edited  by  Dr.  T.  W.  Belcher,  as  originally  produced,  a  concise, 
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practical  treatise  upon  diseases  of  the  skin.  Tlie  diseases  of  the  skin  are  treated 
under  the  following  general  divisions:  exanthemata,  vesiculse,  pustulse,  squamae, 
hypertrophias,  haemorrhagiffi,  maculae,  cancroides,  dermatrophytae  and  syphilides. 
Chapters  xiii  and  xiv  are  devoted  to  diseases  of  the  appendages  of  the  skin,  and 
to  therapeutics  of  diseases  of  the  skin.  It  contains  also  biographical  and  general 
index  of  words  and  other  matters.  The  work  is,  we  believe,  eminently  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  the  general  practitioner,  who  has  little  time  to  consult  the  more 
voluminous  works,  and  will  prove  also  valuable  to  the  student  who  desires  con- 
densation and  accuracy. 


A  Hand-Book  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery.    By  John  Z.  Laurence,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  M.  B. 

(University  London)  and  Robert  C.  Moon,  House  Surgeon  to  the  Ophthalmic 

Hospital,  Southwark.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea,  1866. 

The  aim  in  writing  this  book,  the  author  says,  ''is  to  bring  the  principles  and 
practice  of  modern  ophthalmic  surgery  within  a  small  compass,  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  busy  practitioner,  who  may  have  neither  time  nor  opportunity  to 
read  the  innumerable  contributions  that  ophthalmic  surgery  and  science  have 
received  within  the  last  fifteen  years. 

In  describing  symptoms,  we  have  limited  ourselves  to  those  which  are  essential 
for  the  recognition  of  disease,  in  describing  operations,  etc.,  to  those  details  which 
are  essential  for  its  treatment.  At  present,  it  matters  yttle  to  the  practitioner 
whether  glaucoma  depend  on  a  hypersecretion  of  the  fluids  of  the  eye,  or  on  a 
rheumatic  state  of  the  circulation,  or  on  an  obscure  affection  of  the  ciliary  nerves, 
etc.  What  he  chiefly  wants  is.  how  to  know  glaucoma;  and  when  he  knows  it, 
how  to  treat  it." 

We  have  quoted  the  language  of  the  authors  to  show  the  true  intention  and 
Bcope  of  the  work,  and  we  believe  that  the  design  has  been  answered  in  a  remark- 
able degree.  The  descriptions  of  disease  are  very  plain  and  direct,  the  directions 
for  using  the  ophthalmoscope  are  plain  and  easily  understood.  The  representa- 
tions of  new  instruments  and  of  all  the  various  methods  of  diagnosis  by  instru- 
mental examination  is  complete  and  instructive.  The  whole  work  commends 
itself  to  most  favorable  consideration,  and  will  be  found  one  of  the  most  attractive 
works  upon  the  eye  for  the  student  and  general  practitioner. 

Perhaps  it  is  hoping  too  much  to  expect  physicians  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  medicine  to  fully  acquaint  themselves  with  diseases  of  the  eye  and  the 
various  new  methods  of  discovering  them,  but  certain  it  is,  physicions  should  pay 
more  attention  to  this  department  of  practice,  time  for  which,  might  easily  and 
properly  enough  be  diverted  from  other  and  less  attractive  and  less  useful  objects 
of  professional  investigation. 


Elements  of  Medical  Chemistry.    By  B.  Howard  Rand,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College.    Philadelphia:  T.  Ellwood  Zell  &  Co. 

This  work  is  designed  chiefly  for  the  use  of  Students  of  medicine  during  their 

attendance  upon  lectures;  but  the  practitioner  will  find  comprised  within  its  scope 

•bout  all  which  he  can  desire  to  read,  of  medical  chemistry  and  physics. 
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So  far  as  time  has  permi  tted  examination  we  have  been  much  pleased  with  the 
general  arrangement  and  choice  selection  of  topics,  and  we  believe  that  no  work 
of  this  character  could  be  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  medical  students  both 
before  graduation  and  when  the  duties  of  active  practice  require  completeness 
with  brevity. 
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ART.  I. — Extracts  from  a  Lecture  upon  Recent  Observation  on  Med-  j 
ical  Subjects  in  Europe;  being  Introdtictory  to  his  course  at  the  i 
Buffalo  Medical  College.    By  Pkof.  James  P.  White. 
[The  following  lecture  delivered  by  Prof.  James  P.  White  since  his  return 
from  Europe,  is  published  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  his  colleagues  and  i 
pupils  and  many  of  his  professional  friends.    Having  during  the  summer  published  j 
letters  from  Prof.  W.  describing  the  condition  of  medical  affairs  in  Spain  and 
Italy,  we  omit,  at  his  request,  everything  relating  to  these  countries  in  the 
lecture.  — Ed.] 

Gentlemen  : — Nearly  one  year  since,  I  bade  adieu  to  my  class, 
many  of  whom  it  gives  me  pleasui'e  to  behold  again  in  their  places, 
for  the  purpose  of  renovating  a  system  exhausted  by  unintermit- 
tiug  professional  labors,  and  also  for  the  jwrpose  of  visiting  the 
medical  schools  and  hospitals  of  Europe.    This  task  has,  by 
the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  been  accomplished  without 
accident  to  my  companions  or .  myself,  or  the  occurrence  of  any 
untoward  circumstance  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  the  trip.    My  most  I 
sanguine  anticipations  have  been  more  than  realized,  and  throwing 
aside  the  responsibilities  of  the  practitioner,  I  have  lived  again  the 
life  of  a  student.    During  this  time  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  I 
to  visit  a  large  number  of  the  medical  colleges  and  to  see  and  hear 
lecture  a  great  many  medical  men,  most  distinguished  for  their 
learning  and  ability.    Throughout  this   extended  journey,  in-  j 
eluding  Groat  Brittain  and  most  of  the  countries  in  continen-  j 
tal  Europe,  I  have  been  treated  with  great  hospitality,  been  wel-  ] 
corned  with  a  degree  of  warmth  and  cordiality  far  exceeding  my  | 
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individual  merits,  and  which  was  extended  by  brethren  of  a  pro- 
fession whose  sphere  of  usefulness  knows  no  political  or  geograph- 
ical limits,  but  recognizes  in  the  trans- Atlantic  physician  a  co- 
worker in  the  great  cause  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  suffering 
humanit3\  -^.nd,  gentlemen,  much  as  I  have  enjoyed  this  tour  in 
the  old  world,  and  much  as  I  hope  I  have  profited  also  in  a  pro- 
fessional point  of  view,  by  observations  made  in  the  various  insti- 
tutions which  I  have  visited,  I  am  delighted  still  more  by  your 
hearty  welcome  upon  my  return,  and  am  most  happy  again  to  meet 
you  and  resume  with  renewed  physical  vigor,  and  to  the  best  of 
ray  ability  the  duties  here  assigned  me.  Indeed,  I  can  truly  assert 
that  the  pleasure  which  I  have  derived  from  foreign  travel  culmi- 
nated on  each  occasion  in  the  hearty  welcome  extended  to  me  by 
my  friends,  pupils  and  patients  upon  my  return  to  the  home  of  my 
boyhood  aud  the  theatre  of  professional  labors  of  more  than  one- 
third  of  a  century's  duration. 

The  request  has  been  repeatedly  made,  that,  instead  of  a  more 
formal  or  elaborate  introductory  discourse,  this,  our  first  inter- 
view, be  occupied  with  a  succinct  account  of  the  various  objects 
which  I  have  seen  with  most  interest.  In  compliance  with  this 
desire  I  will  hastily  advert  to  some  of  the  things  which  most 
attracted  my  attention,  and  note  in  passing  some  of  the  changes 
which  have  occurred  since  my  previous  visit.  I  may  commence 
by  saying  that,  leaving  you  the  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
after  a  remarkably  dangerous  and  tempestuous  passage  across  the 
Atlantic,  we  were  safely  landed  in  Cherbourgh  toward  the  last  of 
January.  Sufi"ering  greatly  during  this  entire  vo^^age,  as  well  as 
on  previous  voyages,  from  sea-sickness,  I  regret  to  say  that  I  was 
unable  to  turn  my  experience  to  any  good  account,  and  must  con- 
fess that,  after  much  inquiry  and  reflection,  I  now ,  know  of  no 
remedy  for  that  most  vexatious  affection,  except  to  remain  on 
shore.  Perhaps  I  may  add,  in  view  of  the  department  which  it  is 
my  province  to  teach,  that,  the  accoucheur  who  has  been  the  vic- 
tim of  ten  days'  sea-sickness  will  be  most  certain  to  have  a  realiz- 
ing ai5preciation  of  the  discomforts  of  "morning  sickness,"  and 
will  thereafter  be  sure  to  lend  a  patient  ear  to  the  poor  woman 
who  claims  his  sympathy  under  such  circumstances. 

Proceeding  to  Paris  by  the  way  of  Caen,  I  remained  at  the  latter 
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place  a  few  days  to  see  the  various  buildings  and  objects  of  inter- 
est in  that  venerable  city.  Fifteen  years  since  I  visited  Rouen, 
also,  to  see  M.  Pouchet,  the  celebrated  naturalist  and  physiologist. 
M.  Pouchet,  whom  I  found  actively  engaged  in  his  favorite  inves- 
tigations, is  slight  in  form,  rather  below  the  medium  height,  high 
forehead,  with  a  piercing  black  eye,  fine  countenance,  and  about 
forty-five  3'ears  old.  It  is  to  this  physiological  observer  more  than 
to  all  others,  in  my  opinion,  to  whom  the  profession  is  indebted 
for  experiments  which  establish  the  existence  of  spontaneous  ovu- 
lation in  all  the  mammalia.  You  are  all  aware,  that  but  a  few 
years  since  it  was  the  accepted  doctrine,  that  the  influence  of  the 
male  was  necessary  for  the  formation  of  the  germ  or  ovule.  That 
after  a  fruitful  connection  the  ovary  was  excited  to  action,  that 
then,  and  not  till  then,  an  ovule  or  germ  was  secreted  or  formed, 
which  was  subsequentl}^  transmitted  to  the  uterus  where  it  was 
matured  and  jDrepared  for  external  life.  Now  this  theory,  with  its 
kindred  ones  of  menstruation  and  the  formation  of  the  corpora 
lutea,  etc.,  etc.,  have  been  completely  overturned  by  the  experi 
ments  of  MM.  Bischoff",  Rociborski,  and  especially  by  the  labors 
of  M.  Pouchet  of  Rouen.  M.  P.  gave  me  an  early  edition  of  his 
work  upon  "Spontaneous  Ovulation,"  which,  in  my  judgment, 
places  the  priority  of  his  claim  beyond  all  question,  although  its 
discovery  has  been  claimed  by  others. 

Leaving  the  city  of  Caen,  in  which  William  the  Conquerer  lived, 
and  where  his  bones  are  still  preserved,  we  proceeded  by  rail  to 
the  great  French  metropolis.  Paris  contains  much  which  claims 
the  attention  of  the  medical  observer  as  well  as  the  lover  of  art 
and  the  votary  of  pleasure.  In  the  study  of  anatomy,  special, 
pathological  and  microscopic ;  in  the  perfection  of  diagnosis,  espe- 
cially in  physical  explorations;  in  experimental  physiology;  in 
many  departments  of  surgery;  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
the  diseases  pertaining  to  the  female  genital  apparatus;  in  the 
opportunities  afl'orded  for  investigating  cutaneous  diseases;  and 
in  many  other  dapartments  which  might  be  enumerated  Paris 
offers  unparalleled  advantages.  To  the  obstetrical  student  this 
city  affords  a  larger  number  of  labors  which  are  made  available 
as  a  means  of  instruction,  than  any  other  except  Vienna.  Here, 
also,  by  paying  a  small  fee,  the  attendance  of  females  in  all  the 
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stages  of  pregnancy  may  be  secured,  who  are  willing  to  submit  to 
an  examination  for  all  the  tests  or  signs  of  that  condition,  thus 
rendering  those  who  choose  to  23rofit  by  these  opportunities,  expert 
in  detecting  the  various  changes  which  the  neck  and  orifice  of  the 
uterus  undergo;  the  condition  of  the  abdomen  and  mammaj,  and 
more  than  all,  in  recognizing  the  intra-uterine  sounds  at  an  early 
date.  In  the  great  school  of  medicine,  or  "ecote  de  medicine" 
theoretical  instruction  is  given  during  nearly  ten  months  in  the 
year,  by  twenty-four  professors.  The  one-half  lecture  during  the 
winter  months  and  the  remaining  half  during  the  summer  seicle, 
as  it  Is  termed.  There  are  ordinarily  three  lectures,  of  one  hour 
each,  delivered  daily;  commencing  at  ten  or  eleven,  or  so  late  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  clinics  of  the  several  hospitals,  which 
ordinarily  occupy  from  seven  to  nine  in  the  morning.  The  faculty 
of  this  great  school  of  medicine  are  appointed  and  jDaid  by  gov- 
ernment, and  until  quite  recently,  after  thoroughly  sifting  the  qualifi- 
cations of  all  applicants  by  the  system  of  concouring.  It  may  be 
remarked  that  the  tickets,  not  only  here,  but  at  all  the  hospitals, 
also,  are  gratuitous.  The  faculty  of  this  school  alone  can  confer 
the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  without  which  no  one  can  prac- 
tice his  profession  in  the  French  Empire,  without  incurring  the 
severest  penalties  of  the  law.  In  this  faculty  are  always  to  be 
found  some  of  the  ablest  men  in  France.  The  more  distinguished 
of  these  professors  ordinarily  lecture  to  crowded  rooms,  there 
being  not  unfrequently  from  one  to  two  thousand  in  the  amphi- 
theatre ;  whilst  at  other  times,  during  the  dull  delivery  of  an  unin- 
teresting lecture,  I  have  counted  them  when  they  did  not  exceed 
forty  or  fifty.  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  also  to  add,  that,  the 
accommodations  for  sleeping  are  very  indiff'erent,  as  the  seats  are 
oak,  uncushioned,  and  without  backs ;  so  that  those  only  attend 
who  expect  to  listen.  Trosseau,  Moreau,  De  Paul,  Velpeau,  Andral, 
Jobert,  and  some  others,  never  lecture  but  with  crowded  benches. 
Most  of  the  professors  occupy  a  large,  high  chair,  and  deliver  their 
lectures  sitting;  and  the  same  remark  holds  true  of  the  clinical 
teachers  in  the  hospitals.  There  are,  however,  some  exceptions. 
M.  Orlila  always  lectures  standing,  gesticulates  very  much,  and 
until  recently  maintained  the  high  reputation  as  a  chemist  and 
teacher,  which  he  had  borne  for  almost  half  a  century.    M.  Coste, 
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the  great  ph3'siologist,  is  a  very  animated  lecturer  and  always 
stands  in  tlie  delivery  of  his  interesting  lectures  in  the  College  de 
France.  Trouseau,  the  author  of  a  very  valuable  work  upon 
Therapeutics,  and  who  has  also  made  several  other  contributions 
to  science  through  the  different  journals,  was  appointed  to  his 
chair  at  an  earlier  age  than  any  other  man  has  ever  been,  and  is 
even  at  the  present  time  esteemed  the  most  eloquent  medical 
teacher  in  Paris.  He  is  tall,  with  a  large  head,  broad  mouth  and 
eniTnciates  so  distinctly  that  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  any  one 
could  understand  him  even  though  he  might  know  nothing  of  the 
P>euch  language.  During  the  month  of  August  last,  I  had  a 
long  consultation  with  this  celebrated  practitioner  and  teacher,  in 
the  case  of  a  friend  and  patient  suffering  from  epilepsy,  to  which 
and  Ivindred  diseases  Trouseau  has  devoted  especial  attention. 
He  is  vigorous  and  active,  and  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  although 
now  a  little  more  than  sixty-five  years  old,  is  still  thoroughly  a 
man  of  progress.  He  resigned  his  chair  in  the  faculty  of  the 
school  of  medicine  only  a  few  weeks  since,  under  a  resolution 
formed  and  adopted  by  his  eloquent  colleague,  Orfila,  and  himself, 
when  in  middle  life,  predetermining  voluntarily  to  retire  at  that 
age,  without  waiting  until  the  public  should  cease  to  follow  them, 
adding  as  he  handed  in  his  resignation,  that  "the  labor  of  practice 
is  already  oppressive  for  more  than  sexigeuarian  shoulders;  that 
of  teaching  is  impossible."  Would  that  all  were  equally  conscious 
of  the  infirmities  incident  to  advancing  j'ears.  Mslgaigne  was  an 
instance  which  may  sometimes  be  met  with  of  a  man  M^ho  writes 
and  speaks  avcII,  without  making  a  judicious  practitioner  in  the 
same  department  in  which  he  eloquently  discourses.  He  was 
one  of  the  surgeons  to  Hospital  St.  Louis,  it  is  true,  but  in  the 
two  or  three  visits  which  I  made  in  his  ward,  when  at  his  zenith, 
I  found  scarcely  a  dozen  following  him,  although  he  had  a  fine 
field  for  displaying  practical  talent,  did  he  possess  it. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  student  to  attend  any  of  the  lectures 
in  the  ecole  de  medicine  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  an  examination 
before  its  faculty.  This  is  especially  fortunate,  for  the  chairs  being 
held  for  life,  some  of  thorn  are  now,  and  probably  always  will  be, 
occupied  by  superanuated  old  men  who  are  utterly  unfit  for  tlieir 
positions,  and  yet  unwilling  to  relinquish  its  emoluments.  To 
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obviate  this  defect,  jnivate  courses  are  given  by  enterprising,  am- 
bitious men  upon  all  the  specialties,  thus  enabling  tlie  student  to 
supply,  for  a  small  sum,  any  imperfections  which  there  may  be  in 
the  instructions  at  the  college.  Thus  we  find  such  men  as  Chailly, 
and  Cazzeau,  and  De  Paul,  and  Campbell,  and  Fagot  and  others, 
all  of  whom  are  distinguished  authors  of  obstetrical  works,  lectur- 
ing for  many  years  for  a  nominal  compensation  to  private  classes, 
as  the  best  means  of  keeping  themselves  posted,  and  actively  alive 
to  everything  new  in  the  profession,  and  ready  whenever  a  vacancy 
may  occur  in  any  of  the  chairs,  to  enter  the  list  of  concourants. 
The  means  of  theoretical  teaching  ai-e  rendered  greatly  more  per- 
fect in  consequence  of  the  extensive  museum  attached  to  the  ecole 
de  medicine  and  the  viuse  dupuytren  which  is  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  school  of  medicine.  But  it  is  not  theoretical  teaching  which 
has  made  Paris  so  celebrated  as  a  school  of  medicine.  To  the 
great  proportion  of  those  pursuing  their  studies  here,  especially 
that  respectable  and  numerous  class  of  medical  men  who  have 
already  taken  their  degrees  in  some  other  country,  the  clinical, 
bed-side,  or  hospital  teachings  and  observations  are  much  the  most 
attractive.  The  large  hospitals  of  Paris  afford  ample  material  for 
illustrating  every  variety  of  disease.  Permit  me  to  read  the 
following  extracts  from  a  letter  written  fifteen  years  since  when  I 
was  upon  the  spot,  and  carefully  collected  the  statistics  it  contains : 
"The  number  of  hospitals  and  hospices  in  Paris  is  very  large, 
receiving  annually  nearly  80,000  patients.  The  number  of  indi- 
gent who  every  j-ear  receive  gratuitous  prescriptions  and  other 
assistance  without  becoming  the  inmates  of  any  of  these  charitable 
Institutions  is  also  large.  These  institutions  are  divided  into 
two  classes.  First,  special  hospitals,  appropriated  to  the  reception 
and  treatment  of  particular  classes  of  diseases;  as  for  example, 
cutaneous  affections,  diseases  of  children,  insanity,  etc.  Secondly, 
general  hospitals,  to  which  are  sent  all  surgical  and  medical  cases 
for  which  there  is  not  a  special  hospital  provided.  Again,  the 
large  wards  of  the  latter  are  so  classified  that  not  only  are  se^jarate 
apartments  assigned  to  the  different  sexes,  but  each  "salle"  or 
ward  is  in  many  instances  destined  for  the  reception  of  some  spe- 
cialtj',  as  diseases  of  the  lungs,  heart,  etc.,  as  the  physician  or 
surgeon  having  charge  of  it  may  be  considered  most  expert  in  the 
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diagnosis  and  treatment  of  that  disease  with  which  the  patient  is 
afflicted.  This  distribution  is  easily  eflected  through  the  agency 
of  the  "Bweau  Central,"  which  has  a  general  supervision  over  all 
the  hospitals,  and  to  which  most  of  the  applications  for  admission 
are  made.  This  central  office  or  bureau  is  composed  most  judi- 
ciously of  physicians  and  surgeons  who  serve  in  rotation,  and  who 
are  competent  to  indicate  the  particular  hospital  or  ward  for  the 
patient,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  malady. 

The  professional  charge  of  the  wards  in  these  several  hospitals 
is  committed  to  the  ablest  men  in  Paris,  and,  as  already  intimated, 
the  appointment  is  made  with  reference  to  the  specialty  in  which 
the  aspirant  is  believed  to  excel,  or  the  patients  are  subsequently 
so  distributed  as  to  accomplish  the  same  object.  Two  important 
ends  are  thus  secured;  the  sick  are  certain  to  receive  that  treat- 
ment which  will  soonest  relieve  the  particular  disease  under  which 
they  may  be  suffering,  the  practitioner  becoming  more  and  more 
familiar  with  his  specialty :  and  those  who  resort  there  for  instruc- 
tion, and  who  will  subsequently  be  called  to  treat  the  same  malady 
under  less  favorable  circumstances,  find  the  ablest  teachers  occu- 
pying the  chairs  in  the  several  departments." 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  size  of  some  of  the  general  hospitals, 
we  may  state  that.  Hotel  Dieu,  La  Charity,  and  the  new  hospital  of 
Loboriciere,  contain  each  800  beds,  annually  affording  a  home  of 
longer  or  shorter  duration  to  some  22,000  patients,  being  so  many 
dift'erent  specimens  of  disease.  Some  of  the  special  hosjiitals  are 
still  larger.  Thus  the  Military  Hospital  of  Val  de  Grace  contains 
2,000  beds,  whilst  Salpatriere  appropriated  to  females  affected  with 
diseases  considered  incurable,  or  those  who  are  infirm;  and  to  epi- 
leptic and  lunatic  females,  furnishes  beds  for  the  enormous  number 
of  4,438.  Each  hospital  has  its  peculiar  attractions.  If  the  stu- 
dent desire  to  i)ursue  surgery  or  medicine  in  a  general  way,  he 
will  very  likely  attend  the  clinics  of  Hotel  Dieu  or  La  Charity. 
The  former  is  rendered  immortal  by  such  men  as  Dupuytren, 
Bichat,  and  Laennee,  and  Boux  and  Jobert,  Eostau  and  Louis. 
Here  I  followed  Jobert  through  a  series  of  operations  made  accord- 
ing to  his  7iew  method  for  the  cure  of  that  most  loathsome  of  all 
the  accidents  which  can  befall  the  parturient  female,  vessico  and 
recto  vaginal  fistulse.    This  eminent  man,  a  great  favorite  with  all 
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the  eleves,  the  most  brilli^mt  surgeon  of  the  day  in  Paris,  a  thor- 
oughly progressive  man,  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  post  in 
consequence  of  mental  imbecility  supposed  to  proceed  from  sof- 
tening of  the  brain.  Honored  by  the  profession,  decorated  and 
made  Surgeon-in-Chief  to  the  Emperor,  he  has  fallen  a  victim  to  over 
loork — the  uninterrupted  strain  upon  the  nervous  system  attending 
the  vigorous  pursuit  of  our  profession.  Although  by  no  means  an 
old  man,  he  recently  closed  his  brilliant  and  promising  career  in 
an  asylum  for  lunatics.  Roux,  who  had  performed  more  capital 
operations  than  any  living  surgeon,  was  actively  engaged  in  Hotel 
Dieu  on  my  former  visit  to  this  institution.  He  died  some  years 
since,  though  by  sj^ecial  favor  he  was  permitted  to  continue  his 
connection  with  the  hospital  until  he  was  nearly  eighty  years  old. 
Here  also  was  Louis,  the  first  man  to  give  the  world  a  well  digested 
analysis  of  any  considerable  number  of  cases  of  carefully  noted 
records  of  typhoid  and  typhus  fevers. 

At  La  Charity  you  may  still  follow  Velpeau,  who  in  celebrity  is 
second  to  no  living  man,  and  who  attained  this  great  elevation  by 
his  own  r.naided  energies,  commencing  late  in  life,  having  been 
bred  a  blacksmith.  This  great  surgeon  is  proud  of  his  origin,  and 
of  the  fact  that  he  is  "self-made."  An  anecdote  illustrative  of 
this  point  is  related  of  an  English  snob,  who  was  following  A^elpeau 
in  his  hospital  service  at  a  distance,  and  bestowing  but  indifferent 
attention  to  his  instructions,  and  who  remarked  to  a  comrade  In  a 
voice  loud  enough  to  be  overheard  by  the  subject  of  it,  "it's  no 
matter  about  attending  to  1dm;  he  is  but  the  son  of  a  blacksmith." 
Whereupon  Velpeau,  piqued  at  the  manner  of  the  cockney's  allu- 
sion to  his  origin,  retorted,  "had  you  been  born  a  blacksmith  you 
would  have  remained  one  still."  In  October  last  (18G6)  I  followed 
this  venerable  celebrity  around  his  old  wards  in  La  Charity.  He 
must  now  be  nearly  eighty  years  old,  diagnosing  as  accurately  as 
ever,  apjolying  a  bandage  as  neatly,  with  his  memory  perfect, 
remembering  me  after  an  absence  of  fifteen  3'ears,  and  asking  after 
mutual  American  acquaintances.  Notwithstanding  all  his  learn- 
ing and  long  experience,  I  have  seen  him  make  some  mistakes, 
indeed  they  should  be  called  blunders,  which  would  make  either  of 
you  very  uncomfortal^Ie  if  committed  in  a  country  town  in  the 
*'  far  west,"  during  the  first  year  of  your  practice.    By  way  of 
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illustration  and  to  show  you  that  everything  human  may  partake 
of  error,  I  will  mention  that  fifteen  j'cars  ago  I  saw  him  baffled  in 
diagnosing  a  large  aneurismal  tumor  upon  the  calf  of  the  leg ;  and 
on  the  same  morning  saw  him  run* a  trochar  into,  and  finally  pass 
a  scalpel  completely  through  a  scrotum,  filled  with  fungoid 
growth,  in  the  belief  that  it  was  hydrocele ;  which  operation  was 
pronounced  by  a  wag,  "  a  remarkablue  specimen  of  dry  tapping." 
When  I  wished  to  see  every  shade  and  variety  of  change  in  color 
and  thickness,  which  can  be  found  in  the  human  tegumentary  sys- 
tem, I  had  but  to  follow  Cazzeau  or  Gebert  at  St.  Louis. 

Hospital  du  Midi,  the  great  receptacle  for  males  affected  with 
venereal  disease,  and  for  many  years  presided  over  by  MM.  Ricord 
and  Vidal  de  Casses,  ordinarily  attracts  the  attention  of  all  stu- 
dents. It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  M.  Ricord,  at  one 
time  lived  in  this  countr}',  and  was  very  poor  when  he  first  went 
to  Paris  to  prosecute  his  medical  studies ;  although  now  he  is  said 
to  be  in  the  receipt  of  the  largest  income  from  his  practice  of  any 
phj'sician  of  that  city.  He  is  now  about  sixty-five  years  old,  still 
vigorous  in  appearance,  of  remarkably  good  judgment,  always 
lectured  well,  and  I  never  attended  his  clinic  that  I  did  not  find 
the  room  crowded  to  suffocation.  The  Lourcine  is  designed  for 
the  reception  and  treatment  of  females  with  the  same  disease, 
where  I  often  saw  Culerier  apply  the  white  hot  iron  to  the  uterine 
neck  and  orifice,  whex'e  the  affection  proved  intractable.  The  ven- 
erable Civiale  lectured  at  Hospital  Necker,  and  operated  for  lithot- 
rity,  showing  the  application  of  the  various  apparatus  which  he 
had  invented  for  crushing  and  boring  the  stone. 

Finallj^,  at  La  Clinique,  Maternity,  and  one  of  the  wards  of 

Hotel  Dieu,  are  to  be  found  at  almost  any  hour,  females  in  the 

various  stages  of  labor,  and  where  it  is  not  thought  offensive  to 

"modesty  or  common  decency"  to  instruct  the  young  accoucheur 

in  his  duties  at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient,  or  to  demonstrate  the 

mechanism  of  this  most  important  process.    Nothing  interested 

me  as  much  on  my  first  visit  to  Paris  as  the  service  and  lectures 

of  M.  Paul  Dubois,  at  La  Clinique ;  and  two  or  three  times  each 

week  I  followed  him  with  profound  attention.    To  him  is  conceded 

the  front  rank  as  an  obsterician  in  France,  and  probably  since  the 

death  of  Niegl^,  of  Heidlebergh,  he  may  be  considered  the  first 
VOL.  6,  NO.  5—22. 
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living  operator  and  practitioner  in  his  department.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  immense  private  practice,  and  although  entirely  independ- 
ent in  his  pecuniary  condition,  he  continued  his  connection  with 
the  hospitals,  thus  adding  several  hours  of  severe  labor  daily  to 
his  other  arduous  duties.  In  addition  to  all  this,  he  made  frequent 
contributions  in  the  way  of  papers  or  essays  upon  subjects  con- 
nected Avith  his  chair,  at  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Academy  of 
Medicine,  and  still  found  time  to  respond  to  the  demands  which 
his  large  domestic  circle  and  general  society  made  upon  him. 
As  the  Bervices  at  the  hospitals  are  rendered  for  a  mere  nominal 
comjoensation,  and  could  scarcely  add  to  the  reputation  which  he 
had  already-  acquired,  it  may  be  safely  concluded  that  by  continu- 
ing these  voluntary  labors  he,  with  many  of  the  names  already 
mentioned,  were  prompted  mainly  by  a  love  of  science.  B}"-  keep- 
ing alive  their  zeal  for  scientific  pursuits  in  the  midst  of  their  other 
avocations  as  they  advance  in  years,  what  praiseworthy  instances 
do  the^'  afford  of  industrious  perseverence  in  true  scientific  inves- 
tigations, and  from  the  most  laudable  motives!  How  worthy  of 
imitation  I  These  are  truly  men  of  progress;  how  unlike  many 
routinists  which  we  behold  around  us  who  are  pursuing  the  prac- 
tice as  a  mere  trade ! 

Before  quitting  Paris  I  want  to  say  that,  whilst  its  schools  are 
among  the  best  in  the  world  in  many  respects  for  the  accomplished 
practitioner,  they  are  not  entirely  safe  for  the  young  man  who  is 
not  well  established  in  orthodox  principles.  Anatomy  may  be 
well  learned,  but  the  French  are  not  in  my  opinion  as  judicious 
practitioners  as  the  more  intelligent  of  our  own  countrymen. 
Therapeutics  are  lost  sight  of  in  the  overweaning  anxiety  to  make 
a  correct  diagnosis ;  and  if  I  can  trust  my  own  convictions  I  would 
rather  a  son  or  young  friend  of  mine  should  lay  the  foundation  or 
ground-work  of  his  profession  where  all  the  branches  are  plainly, 
systematically  and  thoroughly  taught,  as  in  this  Universitj-,  and 
then  have  seen  a  few  years'  experience  before  going  to  Paris,  than 
that  he  should  commence  and  terminate  his  studies  in  the  great 
"ecole  de  medicine"  with  all  its  attractive  array  of  names.  Let 
him  first  learn  to  think  for  himself,  to  distinguish  between  fact 
and  theoiy,  to  winnow  the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  and  thus  he  is 
prepared  to  jDrofit  by  the  mass  of  material  there  supplied. 
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But  we  will  now  cross  the  channel  and  look  in  upon  the  London 
schools  and  hospitals  for  a  short  time.  Here  we  find  the  hospitals 
much  smaller,  the  visits  of  the  several  surgeons  and  physicians 
much  less  punctually  made,  the  hospitals  without  classification 
into  specialties  as  a  general  rule,  each  small  hospital  becoming 
the  receptacle  of  every  species  of  disease.  Here  also  clinical  lec- 
tures are  given  much  less  frequently,  and  almost  every  hospital  has 
a  medical  school  with  a  regularly  organized  faculty  attached. 
Each  faculty  sells  its  tickets  both  for  the  lectures  and  the  hospitals 
at  rates  much  higher  than  in  America.  Although  there  are,  as 
you  perceive,  a  multiplicity  of  medical  schools,  the  pupils  must  all 
go  before  the  same  board  for  graduation,  and  this  board  is  entirely 
disconnected  with  the  business  of  teaching.  Prominent  among 
the  institutions  which  interested  me  I  might  mention  King's  Col- 
lege Hospital.  Here  I  found  Ferguson,  who,  as  an  expert  oper- 
ator, is  not  surpassed  by  any  one  in  the  British  dominions. — 
Here  also  has  been  the  place  of  labor  of  Bowman,  the  accomplished 
surgeon  and  occulist,  whose  annual  income  is  now  estimated  at 
12,000  or  14,000  pounds  sterling.  Here,  too,  is  the  great  Hun- 
terian  Museum  and  its  long-time  curator,  Mr.  Queckett,  who  was 
perhaps  the  most  expert  microscopist  in  London,  and  who  has 
written  an  able  work  upon  the  use  of  the  microscope.  This 
museum  is  the  richest  in  the  world  in  wet  preparations  and  leaves 
little  to  be  desired.  At  Bartholomews  I  often  met  Mr.  Lawrence, 
Mr.  Stanly,  and  Mr.  Paget;  and  here  also  I  found  Mr.  West, 
author  of  a  work  upon  children,  and  whom  I  consider  among  the 
most  learned  men  and  able  teachers,  and  from  whom  as  much  may 
be  expected  as  from  any  obstetriciau  in  that  great  city. — 
Mr.  West  has  been  succeeded  in  St.  Bartholomews  by  Robert 
Greenhalgh,  one  of  the  most  active  of  all  the  active  and  progressive 
men  in  that  department  at  the  present  time  in  London.  His  wards 
in  St.  Bartholomews  were  always  filled  with  cases  of  interest  to 
the  uterine  pathologist,  and  his  instructions  at  the  bed-side  are  as 
original  and  practical  as  those  of  any  man  whom  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  during  this  extensive  tour,  and  his  generous  hospi- 
tality unsurpassed  in  its  princely  munificence. 

Barnes  is  at  St.  Thomas  Hospital,  whilst  Dr.  Ramsbotham  leC' 
tured  formerly  at  St.  Georges  and  Robert  Lee  had  what  may  more 
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properly  be  called  a  lying-iu  hospital.  The  intrepid  Baker  Brown 
has  a  private  woman's  hospital  at  Notting  Hill,  where  he  makes  his 
brilliant  operations.  The  student  who  wishes  to  make  uterine 
pathology  a  specialty  will  be  sure  to  look  up  Dr.  Henry  Bennett, 
author  of  a  treatise  upon  "Ulceration  of  the  Neck  of  the  Uterus," 
etc.,  etc.,  in  whom  they  will  find  a  most  agreeable  and  accom- 
plished gentleman.  It  is  well  known  that  in  consequence  of  his 
introduction  of  the  sjjeculum  vagina  into  more  frequent  use,  and 
the  treatment  which  he  instituted  through  that  instrument  with 
success,  he  excited  the  jealousy  of  the  old  drones  in  the  profes- 
sion, and  a  most  bitter  persecution  on  the  pai't  of  those  anti- 
progress  doctors.  But,  gentlemen,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  truth 
has  prevailed  in  this  contest,  and  Dr.  Bennett  has  long  been  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  a  very  large  practice.  These  virulent  attacks 
have  served  only  to  bring  him  more  rapidly  and  prominently  for- 
ward, and  his  opponents  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  this 
condemned  instrument  and  mode  of  practice  or  lose  their  patients. 
The  older  surgeons.  Sir  B.  Brodie  and  Mr.  Lawrence,  wei-e  still 
actively  engaged  in  jjrofessioual  2)ursuits  upon  my  first  visit  to 
London.  Sir  B.  declined  operative  surgerj',  but  was  daily  con- 
sulted by  a  large  number  of  i^atients  attracted  from  all  parts  of 
the  globe  by  his  wide-spread  reputation.  Mr.  Lawrence,  notwith- 
standing his  then  ample  fortune,  and  immense  private  practice 
continued  to  discharge  his  duties  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hosj^ital 
until  within  the  last  few  months.  He  had,  a  few  years  since,  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  jjlaces  in  England,  Eeling  Park,  five  miles 
from  the  centre  of  the  most  fashionable  part  of  London.  It  con- 
tained sixty  acres,  all  of  which  was  in  the  highest  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, being  laid  out  into  parks  and  gardens  and  tastefuU}'  orna- 
mented with  arbors,  wallis,  arches,  fountains  and  statuary.  I  was 
credibly  informed  that  the  annual  cost  of  maintaining  in  their 
present  condition  the  green-houses  and  grounds  alone  exc^icded 
three  thousadd  isounds  sterling,  ($15,000.)  It  should  also  be  added 
of  Mr.  Lawrence  that  he  was  the  embodiment  of  English  hospi- 
tality, and  was  especially  attentive  to  members  of  the  profession 
who  visited  London.  I  have  met  at  his  table  at  the  same  time 
medical  men  from  France,  Belgium,  Hanover  and  Prussia,  which 
is  but  a  fair  illustration  of  his  generous  hospitality. 
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In  relation  to  the  practice  of  tlie  profession  in  London,  it  is 
divided,  as  you  are  doubtless  awai'e,  into  the  surgeon,  the  physician, 
and  general  practitioner.  The  two  first  are  much  the  most  honor- 
able, but  they  are  attended  with  great  expense  in  the  acquisition 
and  then,  without  sufficient  money  to  set  up  a  carriage  and  support 
a  good  degree  of  style,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  obtain  business. 

Here  permit  me  to  ask  your  attention  for  one  moment  to  the 
changes  in  the  relative  condition  of  the  profession  which  have 
occurred  during  the  last  fifteen  years  in  Paris  and  Loudon.  In 
1851  the  great  men  of  Paris,  the  men  of  genius,  to  many  of  whom 
reference  has  already  been  made,  and  a  long  list  of  others  might 
be  added,  were  in  their  glory.  Surger}',  pathology,  uterine  pathol- 
ogy, physiology,  and  every  other  department  was  pushed  forward 
by  active  men,  who,  each  in  his  sphere,  was  a  genius  as  well  as  a 
worker.  During  this  short  period  these  men,  Jobert,  Roux,  Du- 
bois, Cazzeau,  Chailly,  Morreu,  Louis,  Hugier,  etc.,  etc.,  have 
passed  from  the  scene,  and  for  the  most  part  have  been  succeeded 
by  men  of  moderate  or  at  most  respectable  ability,  and  who  with- 
out effort  to  advance  the  science,  are  content  to  post  up  to  the 
point  at  which  their  predecessors  left  it.  It  is  emphatically  the 
period  of  inactivity  in  Paris,  and  as  is  ever  the  case,  those  who 
are  not  progressive  are  lodged  like  drift  wood  upon  the  shore, 
whilst  the  current  of  progress  hurries  rapidly  onward.  In  London, 
fifteen  years  ago,  there  were  a  few  active  men  iu  the  department  of 
surgery,  physiology  aud  ophthalmology,  but  in  the  department  in 
which  I  felt  most  interest  the  profession  was  non-progressive.  Henry 
Bennett,  the  pioneer  in  the  doctrine  of  direct  examination  and  di- 
rect application  to  diseased  surfaces,  had,  it  is  true,  commenced  his 
career  in  London.  He  was,  however,  treated  with  ridicule  by  the 
men  in  authority,  and  his  views  met  with  few  admirers,  and  still 
fewer  followers.  He  has  lived  to  see  his  own  complete  triumph, 
and  to  see  those  who  were  loudest  in  their  denunciations  compelled 
to  resort  to  the  metroscope  or  lose  their  patients.  Fearlessly  pur- 
suing his  investigations  he  soon  placed  himself  in  the  front  rank 
in  the  British  metropolis,  and  had  the  proud  satisfaction  within  a 
dozen  years  to  have  a  long  list  of  able  imitators  and  followers. 
At  this  time  the  speculum  is  probably  used  more  frequently  in 
London  than  Paris,  and  a  long  list  of  uterine  pathologists  have 
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entered  the  ranks  with  great  energy  and  success.  There  is  no 
better  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  London  surgeons  have 
distanced  the  Parisian  than  is  afforded  hy  the  comparative  fre- 
quency of  ovariotomy  lu  the  former  as  compared  with  the  latter 
city.  In  Paris  it  is  seldom  resorted  to,  and  regarded  as  of  doubt- 
ful expediency.  AVhilst  Baker  Brown,  and  Spencer  Wells  and 
Tyler  Smith  seldom  allow  a  week  to  j^ass  without  making  this 
operation,  which  by  them  and  a  large  number  of  co-laborers  is 
regarded  as  established,  and  its  propriety  no  more  to  be  questioned 
than  that  for  strangulated  hernia  or  hydrocele.  More  than  this, 
the  last  operation  which  I  witnessed  through  the  politeness  of 
Spencer  Wells,  was  the  seventeenth  of  a  "  new  series,"' of  which 
only  one  had  resulted  fatally.  And  Baker  Brown  had  made  in  my 
presence  the  thirty-fourth  of  a  "new  series,"  losing  only  three  of 
the  number.  This  unparalleled  success  may  not  prove  to  be  the 
rule,  but  it  abundantly  demonstrates  the  propriety,  nay  the  neces- 
sity of  resorting  to  it  in  all  cases  of  ovarian  cysts,  which 
sooner  or  later  invariably  result  in  death.  Those  who  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  listen  to  my  lectures  will  recollect  that,  for  many 
years  I  have  advocated  the  feasibility  of  this  operation,  and  pro- 
nounced it  as  proper  as  amputation  of  the  thigh;  and  advanced 
statistics  tc  show  that  its  fatality  was  less  than  in  those  amputa- 
tions, the  propriety  of  which  no  one  pretended  to  question. 

Not  many  da3^s  before  leaving  Paris  a  friend  called  upon  me  for 
advice  in  relation  to  a  case  of  ovarian  tumor,  which  by  Velpeau, 
Nelaton  and  other  eminent  French  surgeons  had  been  pronounced 
irremediably  fatal.  I  did  not  for  one  moment  hesitate  to  differ 
with  these  distinguished  men,  insisting  they  were  behind  the  intel- 
ligence in  this  matter,  advised  the  sending  for  Mario  n  Sims,  and 
b}'  no  means  to  abandon  the  case  as  hopeless.  An  operation  was 
immediately  decided  upon,  which  was  to  be  made  by  Dr.  Sims  the 
Wedesday  after  my  departure  for  America.  Now  this  individual 
operation  may  not  succeed,  but  in  London  or  New  York  it  would 
be  deemed  inexcusable  supineness  to  allow  the  poor  woman  to  die 
without  an  effort  for  her  rescue.  The  same,  or  much  the  same 
remarks,  would  hold  true  in  all  the  departments  in  which  recent 
advance  has  been  made.  Brown,  and  Wells,  and  Barnes,  and 
T3'ler  Smith,  and  Greenhalgh,  and  West,  and  Meadows,  and  Old- 
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ham,  with  Bennett  and  Tilt,  make  an  amount  ol"  talent  rarely 
devoted  to  the  advancement  of  one  department  at  the  same  time, 
and  they  are  advancing  with  giant  strides,  whilst  Paris  remains 
nearly  stationary. 

But  we  must  pass  on,  and  will  ask  j-our  attention  for  a  short 
time  to  the  University  of  Dublin.  It  is  very  richly  endowed,  hav- 
ing a  beautiful  arrangement  of  buildings,  immense  library  and 
faculties  of  great  ability  in  all  its  departments.  Here,  too,  is  the 
best  lying-in  hospital  in  the  British  dominions.  Here  such  men  as 
Churchill,  and  Collins,  and  Johnson,  and  Shackleford,  and  Mc 
Clintock,  demonstrate  the  process  of  parturition  upon  the  living 
subject  in  the  belief  that  the  cause  of  science  and  humanity  are 
alike  promoted  by  it.  The  large,  general  hospital,  St.  Steephens, 
has  an  ai-ray  of  talent  in  its  staff  seldom  exceeded.  I  have  seen 
Sir  Philip  Crampton,  Mr.  Cusic  and  Mr.  CoUes,  aiding  each  other 
in  the  removal  of  the  upper  jaw,  cutting  for  stone,  and  in  other 
operations;  whilst  in  the  medical  dejiartment  Stokes,  Graves  and 
Flemming,  were  all  concerting  for  the  welfare  of  the  same  patient. 
I  may  add  that  in  intelligence,  in  high-minded,  generous,  fraternal 
cooperation,  in  the  zeal  with  which  scientific  investigations  are 
pursued,  in  the  absence  of  that  op|)robrium  of  the  profession, 
jealousy;  and  in  liberal  hospitality,  the  Medical  men  of  Dublin  are 
not  surpassed  by  any  similar  body  of  men  in  any  country.  The 
younger  members  of  the  profession  are,  however,  very  poor  in 
Ireland ;  and  it  often  requires  a  very  long,  hard  struggle,  to  obtain 
business  sufficient  to  afford  a  subsistence. 

Passing  by  Glasgow,  as  containing  nothing  worthy  of  note  in 
this  brief  sketch,  let  us  proceed  at  once  to  the  ancient  and  renown- 
ed Scotch  metropolis,  Edinburgh.  This  venerable  city  was  more 
celebrated  for  its  medical  school  fifty  years  ago  than  any  in  the 
British  dominions,  and  scarcely  second  to  any  in  the  world.  This 
institution  is  at  this  time  in  a  flourishing  condition,  with  an  able 
faculty,  and  well  deserves  the  attention  of  the  medical  traveler. 
Mr.  Syme,  Sir  Geo.  Ballingal  and  Mr.  Millar,  have  each  a  world-wide 
reputation  as  surgeons,  and  Dr.  Bennett  is  a  most  indefatigable 
and  successful  teacher  of  microscopic  anatomy.  Here  also  is  to 
be  found  Dr.  Christison,  scarcely  inferior  to  the  great  French 
authority,  Orfila,  upon  poisons,  or  in  anything  indeed  pertaining 
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to  chemistry.  But  in  my  own  department  will  be  found  Prof.  Simp- 
son, (now  Sir  James,)  ready  to  describe  more  new  theories  and  show 
more  novel  instruments  for  the  treatment  of  affections  of  the  female 
genital  organs  than  any  one  whom  it  was  ever  my  good  fortune  to 
meet.  He  adds  to  great  originality  and  genius,  a  read}'  and  discrim 
inating  judgment.  He  is  scarcely  of  medium  height,  strongly  built, 
with  a  physical  development  capable  of  enduring  great  fatigue,  and 
is  able  to  accomplish  more  in  the  twenty -four  hours  than  any  man  of 
whose  habits  I  have  any  knowledge.  He  has  an  immense  private 
practice,  performs  daily  his  service  at  the  hospital,  delivers  his 
lecture  at  the  college  with  great  punctuality,  is  a  regular  attendant 
at  the  meetings  of  the  societies,  and  seldom  without  a  paper  of 
interest  to  read;  publishes  more  original  articles  or  monographs 
than  any  other  obstetrician,  and  yet  finds  time  for  carrying  forward 
physiological  investigations,  making  experiments  upon  inferior 
animals,  and  still  more  strange  amidst  these  multifarious  occupa- 
tions, has  time  to  write  dissertations  upon  subjects  connected  with 
ancient  literature.  Again,  he  has  been  collecting  facts  and  writing 
a  work  upon  ancient  medical  seals,  a  subject  entirely  foreign  to 
his  medical  pursuits,  and  which  in  point  of  merit,  it  is  said  would 
do  credit  to  a  professed  antiquarian.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  if 
I  may  judge  by  my  own  experience,  I  would  pronounce  him  the 
most  attentive  to  strangers  in  the  same  department  of  medicine, 
and  the  most  hospitable  man  in  Europe. 

Leaving  Edinburgh  we  will  cross  over  to  Holland.  Visiting 
the  old  Universities  of  Haarlem  and  Utrecht  I  found  but  the  shad- 
ow of  their  former  greatness  left.  Richly  eadowed,  with  ample 
apparatus,  extensive  museums  and  the  prestige  of  long  estab- 
lished reputation ;  situated  in  small  towns,  without  the  means  of 
clinical  instruction;  they  are  dwindling  into  insignificance  in  con- 
sequence of  the  superior  hospital  privileges  afforded  at  Amster- 
dam. At  the  latter  place  also  there  are  two  lying-in  hospitals, 
and  in  Holland  as  in  most  countries  of  Europe,  at  the  present  day, 
attendance  at  these  institutions  is  required  before  they  will  admit 
the  student  to  an  examination  for  his  degree. 

Proceeding  up  the  Rhine,  visiting  the  large  and  well  regulated 
hospital  at  Cologne,  I  next  halted  at  the  University  of  Bohn. 
This  modern  school  is  an  especial  favorite  with  the  Prussian  gov- 
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ernmeiit,  being  liberally  endowed  by  it,  and  is  deservedly  popular. 
Saw  Prof.  Kilian  upon  my  first  visit  to  this  University,  with  whom 
I  visited  his  maternity  and  the  extensive  gardens  attached,  and 
his  extensive  museum  of  obstetric  curiosities.  I  should  not  omit 
to  mention  that  Prof.  Kilian  has  made  the  cesarean  section  twelve 
times,  and  in  just  one-half  he  has  saved  both  patients.  He  was 
kind  enough  to  send  to  my  hotel  for  examination  the  wife  of  a 
shoe-maker,  with  deformed  pelvis,  who,  in  addition  to  the  pelvic 
deformity,  showed  the  eschars  of  four  divisions  of  the  abdominal 
parieties.  Two  of  the  children  thup  extracted  survived,  and  she 
was  now  pregnant  for  the  fifth  time. 

From  Bohn,  after  viewing  the  beautiful  scenery  of  the  Rhine,  I 
directed  my  course  to  the  University  of  Giessen,  rendered  celebra- 
ted in  modern  times  by  Liebeg,  who  was  actively  engaged  in 
teaching.  He  is  a  middle  aged,  unpretending  man,  and  would 
seem  to  owe  his  success  rather  to  persevering  industry  than  to  his 
genius.  Liebeg  has  since  been  transferred — is  no  longer  to  be 
found  at  Giessen.  Called  upon  Prof.  Retgen,  who  showed  me  his 
extensive  cabinet  of  obstetric  instruments,  his  maternity,  and  what 
was  of  much  more  interest,  his  collection  of  deformed  pelves, 
which  are  said  to  be  the  most  extensive  in  existence.  He  has 
every  description  of  deformity,  several  of  the  oblique  deformity, 
known  as  that  of  Neigl^,  and  which  is  very  rare.  Prof.  R.  is  of 
opinion  that  this  deformity  often  supervenes  in  after  life.  He  has 
one  specimen  which  is  anchilosed  at  the  sacro-illiac  junction  upon 
the  side  deformed,  and  henee  he  argues  that  it  is  impossible  that 
it  could  have  boen  congenital. 

Berlin,  with  its  university  and  hospitals,  is  the'  next  point  of 
interest  which  claims  attention.  The  lying-in  establishment  is 
under  the  celebrated  accoucheur.  Prof.  Busch.  The  building  is 
sufiiciently  extensive  to  accommodate  more  than  one  thousand 
women  each  year.  They  are  all  delivered  upon  a  frame  in  the 
form  of  a  bed  when  extended,  in  which  the  centre  of  the  foot  can 
be  removed.  It  is  covered  with  leather,  slufi'ed  with  curled  hair, 
and  there  are  places  on  either  side  for  the  support  of  the  feet  of 
the  female  who  is  placed  upon  her  back.  The  female,  I  need 
scarcely  add,  is  so  placed  that  all  the  students  may  witness  the 
attending  phenomena  and  the  manner  in  which  the  accoucher  dis- 
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charges  his  duties.  Every  Tuesday  and  P'riday  the  pupils  are 
practiced  in  the  toucher  and  in  auscultating  the  iutro-uterine 
sounds.  Langenbeck  has  succeeded  Diefi'enbach  as  clinical  teacher 
of  surgery,  and  is  perhaps  at  this  time  scarcely  inferior  in  learning 
or  in  any  of  the  qualities  necessary  to  make  a  great  surgeon,  to 
his  illustrious  predecessor.  Nothing  which  he  was  polite  enough 
to  show  interested  me  more  than  the  cases  of  resection  of  bones, 
of  which  there  were  several  there  present,  and  all  of  which  seemed 
doing  well. 

During  my  stay  in  Berlin  I  often  met  a  short,  heavy  looking  man, 
with  his  eyes  so  prominent  as  to  seem  almost  a  deformity,  whom 
you  would  set  down  for  the  dullest  man  in  the  city.    This  was 
Muhler,  the  great  physiologist.    The  moment  he  commences  con- 
versation bis  countenance  lights  up  with  intelligence  undergoing 
a  complete  change.    Passsed  much  time  with  Dr.  Caryl  Meyer, 
who  may  be  styled  the  Simpson  of  Berlin.    At  his  private  hospital 
I  saw  many  curious  instruments  of  his  own  invention  for  the 
treatment  of  prolapsus,  retroversion,  etc.,  some  of  which  will  be 
shown  you  during  the  ensuing  course.    Found  the  accoucheurs  of 
Berlin  still  using  the  clumsj-  obstetric  forceps  of  Siebold,  which 
have  been  discarded  in  France  and  this  country  long  since.  The 
museum  of  the  University  of  Berlin  is  very  rich  in  rare  specimens 
in  human,  comparative  and  morbid  anatomy.    Among  other  ob- 
jects my  attention  was  called  to  the  skulls  of  two  brothers,  who 
lived  to  adult  age,  with  tolerable  physical  development,  which 
were  scai'cely  larger  than  the  foetal  or  infantile  size,  although 
firmly  ossified.    I  was  informed  that  when   living,  they  were 
exceedingly  stupid,  being  but  little  above  the  brute  creation  in 
intelligem  e.    There  are  in  the  Berlin  museum  also  many  interest- 
ing specimens  of  headless  monsters,  hermaphrodites  with  remark- 
able developments,  and  several  specimens  of  double  uteri  and 
vaginie.    Upon  the  whole,  judging  from  what  I  saw  of  the  med- 
ical men  and  schools  of  Berlin  I  am  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
they  will  scarcely  sufi"er  by  comparison  with  those  of  any  other 
city  of  Europe. 

On  the  way  to  Vienna,  Prague  may  be  visited,  which  contains 
the  oldest  University  in  Germany.  It  was  founded  by  the  Empe- 
ror Charles  the  IV,  in  1348.    The  fame  of  the  teachers  of  this 
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University,  and  the  privileges  granted  to  sctiolars  soon  attracted 
hither  students  from  all  parts  of  Europe,  until  the  number  is  said 
not  to  have  been  less  than  40,000.  The  religious  difficulties, 
known  as  the  "Hussite  rebellion,"  in  connection  with  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  the  foreign  students  drove  from  it  in 
one  week  the  enormous  number  of  25,000.  These  men  dispersed 
themselves  over  Europe,  and  became  the  founders  of  the  Universi- 
ties of  Liepzig,  Hiedleberg  and  Crawcow.  The  literar}'  depart- 
ment of  this  ancient  school  still  maintains  a  high  reputation,  with 
one  of  the  richest  libraries  on  the  continent.  The  medical  depart- 
ment, though  respectable,  is  yearly  losing  ground  in  consequence 
of  the  superior  privileges  afforded  in  Vienna  for  clinical  instruc- 
tion.   Kivish  died  before  my  visit  to  Prague. 

Continuing  the  narrative,  we  come  next  to  the  Austrian  metrop- 
olis. In  Vienna  the  medical  student  will  find  the  medical  faculty 
thoroughly  educated,  a  University  well  organized,  with  all  its 
appointments  judiciously  made,  with  one  of  the  richest  museums  in 
the  world,  and  the  most  extensive  hospital  which  I  have  ever  visited. 
Some  idea  of  the  industry  of  the  German  student  may  be  gained 
by  knowing  that  in  addition  to  his  knowledge  of  the  modern 
languages  he  is  able  to  speak  and  write  the  Latin  with  facility. 
Indeed,  until  recently,  the  lectures  have  been  delivered  and  examin- 
ations for  degrees  carried  on  entirely  in  Latin.  It  is  also  certain 
that  in  every  department  of  medicine  they  are  thoroughly  posted 
and  actively  engaged  in  new  investigations.  In  pathology  they 
are  second  only  to  the  Parisians,  and  in  chemistry,  animal,  and 
vegetable,  the  Germans  have  placed  themselves  in  advance  of  all 
the  European  schools  by  their  recent  researches  and  discoveries. 
In  clinical  teaching  the  hospitals  of  Vienna  afford  a  most  exten- 
sive field  which  is  fully  improved.  Much  more  attention  is  jaaid 
to  the  treatment  of  the  various  diseases  submitted  to  the  observa- 
tion of  the  pupil,  though  it  can  scarcely  be  possible  to  exceed  the 
French  in  description  of  symptoms  and  accuracy  of  diagnosis. 
The  General  Hospital  is  an  immense  establishment,  having  no  less 
than  111  wards  or  salles,  and  capable  of  accommodating  at  one 
time  more  than  4,000  patients.  These  several  wards  are  arranged 
around  many  squares  or  parks,  in  the  centre  of  each  of  which  there 
is  a  fountain  constantly  playing,  having  beautiful  walks  also  with 
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ample  shade  for  the  convalescents.  Each  court  has  its  specialty, 
in  one  is  to  be  found  Prof.  Rosas,  with  abundant  subjects  for 
illustrating  the  state  of  ophthalmic  science  in  Vienna.  In  another 
Prof.  Sigmund  presides  over  the  wards  for  the  reception  of  syph- 
ilitic diseases,  in  the  treatment  of  which  he  is  second  only  in  repu- 
tation to  M.  Ricord.  In  another  (all  being  entirely  separated  by 
means  of  heavy  gates)  are  the  wards  of  Dr.  Chiari,  which  possess 
peculiar  interest  for  the  obstetric  practitioner.  Into  these  rooms 
are  received  all  females  who  are  ill  with  any  post  partura  dis- 
ease. Tliere  is  a  separate  room  for  those  who  may  be  attacked 
wit!i  puerperal  fever,  which  is  not  connected  with  any  other  r^soms, 
and  the  utmost  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  its  extension  by 
cont:;gion.  In  the  wards  of  Dr.  Chiari  are  to  be  found  every  con- 
ceivable affection  which  can  afflict  the  woman  after  child  birth. 
Most  of  all  will  the  young  practitioner  be  attracted  by  the  immense 
number  of  labors  in  the  lying-in  wards  under  the  care  of  Profs. 
Klein  and  Beraun.  Here  are  to  be  found  ordinarily  several  women 
in  labor  in  the  salle  de  accouchments  at  any  hour  of  the  day. 
There  being  seldom  less  than  fifteen  or  twenty,  and  sometimes  as 
many  as  forty  labors  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  The  number  of 
females  annually  accouched  here  amounts  to  6,000  or  8,000.  The 
institution  is  in  good  repute  among  the  people,  it  being  considered 
a  favor  by  those  in  comfortable  circumstances  to  gain  admission. 
Here  the  student  may  witness  all  the  different  kinds  of  labor,  nat- 
ural and  artificial,  which  he  will  be  likely  to  encounter  in  after  life. 
Here,  then,  as  in  all  of  the  Universities  of  Europe,  the  student  is 
taught  his  duties  to  the  partuerient  as  well  as  to  his  surgical  and 
general  patient,  at  the  bed-side,  it  not  being  there  thought  less  import- 
^  ant  that  he  should  understand  these  duties  when  two  lives  are 
jeopardized  than  one,  and  that  one  often  at  best  left  mutilated  by 
the  operation.  Nor  is  it  expected  that  he  will  be  gifted  with  super- 
human knowledge  for  practice  in  this  department  only.  Indeed  I 
am  daily  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  importance  of  clinical 
instruction  in  obstetrics,  which  is  now  nowhere  properl}^  afforded 
in  this  country,  and  cannot  but  believe  that  the  day  is  not  distant 
when  truth  and  the  cause  of  humanity  and  sound  education  will 
dispel  the  clouds  which  have  been  raised  by  a  sinister  and  preju- 
diced appeal  to  the  passions  of  the  multitude. 
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In  Vienna  is  to  be  found  the  most  extensive  collection  of  pre- 
parations in  wax  to  be  met  with  in  Europe,  except  that  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  at  Florence.  And  here  I  ma}'  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  may  wish  to  purchase  illustrations,  remark; 
that  after  careful  investigation  in  Germany  and  Italy,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  they  are  better  mad  e,  at  less  cost,  in  Paris,  than  in 
any  other  part  of  Europe. 

But,  gentlemen,  time  will  not  allow  me  to  follow  farther  the 
route  pursued,  and  I  must  draw  these  rem'irks  to  a  close,  simply 
assuring  you  that  it  shall  be  my  effort  to  lay  before  you,  in  due 
time,  during  our  future  intercourse,  whatever  observations  I  have 
been  able  to  make  bearing  upon  the  department  which  it  is  my 
duty  to  bring  to  your  consideration. 


ART.  II. — AbstrOjCt  of  Proceedings  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association. 

Tuesday  Evening,  Nov.  6th,  1866. 
The  Association  was  called  to  order  at  the  usual  hour.  Dr.  H. 
M.  Cougar  in  the  Chair.  Present — Drs.  Miner,  Congar,  Smith, 
Garvin,  Cronyn,  Gleason,  Gaj',  J.  R.  Lothrop,  Rochester,  Ring 
and  Johnson.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
adopted. 

Dr.  Thomas  R.  Lothrop  was,  by  vote  of  the  Association,  admit- 
ted to  membership. 

Dr.  Augustus  Mackey  was,  by  vote  of  the  Association,  invited 
to  be  present  at  its  meetings  until  he  becomes  eligible  to  mem- 
bership. 

Dr.  Rochester  reported  the  following  case :  A  ladj-  who  had 
been  in  delicate  health  for  several  months  previous,  and  had  dur- 
ing the  two  months  immediately  preceding  her  last  illness  been 
suffering  from  constipation  and  hemorrhoides,  ate  quite  heartily 
of  oysters  on  Sunday  evening,  and  was  early  Monday  morning 
taken  with  vomiting  and  purging,  which  continued  until  Tuesday 
morning,  when  I  first  saw  her.  She  had  then  had  twenty  evacua- 
tions of  the  bowels.  Saw  her  again  on  Tuesday  at  half  past  one 
P.  M.,  and  again  at  three  P.  M.  In  this  interval  she  had  five 
choleraic  or  rice-water  evacuations  of  the  bowels  and  severe  vom- 
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iting.  Wednesday  evening  she  passed  into  collapse.  She  took 
two  bottles  of  champagne  during  Wednesdaj'  night,  which  seemed 

to  control  the  vomiting.    Urinary  secretion  was  entirely  suspended  j 

during  her  illness.    Passed  a  catheter  several  times  without  ob-  j 

taining  any  urine.    She  died  on  Thursday.    The  immediate  cause  I 

of  death  was  the  extreme  exhaustion  produced  by  the  disease.  ' 

The  same  evening  a  servant  girl  in  the  house  was  taken  with  a  j 

severe  dianhoja  which  was  very  persistent.    On  Sunday  evening  i 

following  a  boy  was  brought  from  a  canal-boat  to  the  Sisters  of  | 
Charity  Hospital  with  severe  choleraic  purging  and  vomiting. 

Dr.  Miner  said  that  it  seemed  remarkable  that  cholera  should  ' 

prevail  to  so  great  an  extent  in  most  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  , 

countr3'  and  so  few  cases  be  reported  in  Buffalo.    This  case,  occur-  ' 
ring  in  the  locality  it  did,  is  indeed  singular.    If  eating  oysters 
or  any  other  impropriety  in  eating  was  the  cause,  it  will  show  the 
close  connection  between  cholera  and  cholera  morbus.    Have  seen 

a  case  within  the  month  on  South  Division  street  of  a  child  four-  1 

teen  months  old  who  was  taken  in  the  night  with  cholera  morbus.  • 

In  the  morning  was  pale  and  prostrated,  and  at  night  went  into  ! 
collajise  and  died. 

Saw  also  another  case  of  a  child  who  had  frequent  watery  stools  j 

through  the  da}-  and  Avas  weak  and  prostrated  through  the  night,  i 

and  the  next  morning  after  taking  its  usual  food  laid  back  upon  its  | 

pillow  and  died.  •      .  | 

These  cases  are  such  as  we  have  seen  every  year  since  cholera  j 

prevailed.    I  think  that  when  there  is  no  cholera  prevailing  physi-  ! 

cians  call  such  cases  cholera  morbus.    When  cholera  is  prevailing  | 

well-informed  jihysicians  probably  call  many  cases  cholera  that  are  ; 
cholera  morbus. 

That  the  patient  mentioned  by  Dr.  Rochester  had  the  usual 
symptoms  of  cholera  in  severe  and  fatal  form  cannot  be  doubted, 
but  since  it  was  an  isolated  case  and  lacked  the  exposure  to  infec- 
tion from  choleraic  disease,  we  cannot  in  accordance  with  the 

prevailing  code  concerning  this  disease  willingly  adopt  the  idea  of  j 

Asiatic  cholera  in  Buffalo.  i 

Dr.  Rochester  said  that  it  was  as  clear  a  case  of  cholera  as  he  j 

ever  saw.    It  may  have  been  the  first  and  only  case.    I  called  it  a  ' 

case  of  sporadic  cholera.    I  have  often  seen  cases  of  sporadic  j 

cholera,  and  seen  them  prove  fatal.  ' 
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Dr.  Gay  reported  the  case  of  a  lady  residing  on  Vine  street 
who  had  all  the  usual  symptoms  of  cholera,  viz :  rice-water  evacua- 
tions, vomiting,  complete  suppression  of  urinary  secretions,  etc. 
Gave  in  this  case  byhypodermic  injection  two  giains  of  the  sul- 
phate of  morphine  within  an  hour,  which  controlled  the  vomiting 
and  in  great  degree  mitigated  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease. 
Had  also  another  case  of  a  lady  residing  on  Chippewa  street,  about 
forty  years  of  age,  taken  suddenly  with  cholera  and  suffered 
severely,  but  this  case  like  the  first  mentioned  terminated  favorabl}'. 

Dr.  Miner  said  that  the  cases  reported  by  Drs.  Rochester  and 
Gay  were  interesting,  and  are  valuable  as  evidence  in  regard  to 
the  communicability  of  cholera. 

Dr.  Garvin  said  that  in  July  last  he  was  called  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  to  see  a  lady  about  forty  years  of  age,  who 
was  suffering  from  severe  cramps,  rice-water  evacuations  and  vom- 
iting. Gave  injections  of  starch-water  and  tinct.  opii,  followed 
with  hydg.  cum  creta  and  opiates.  Voided  no  urine  for  twelve 
hours;  did  not  use  a  catheter.    Patient  convalesced  favorably. 

Scarlatina,  rubeola  and  pneumonia  were  the  diseases  mentioned 
as  prevailing. 

Adjourned.  T.  M.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 
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Practical  Papers  on  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Air  Passages. 

BY  EDWARD  B.  STEVENS,  M.  D. , 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  Miami  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati, 

^hinoscojoy. -^Former  papers  have  served  to  explain  some  gen* 
eral  idea  of  the  plan  of  procedure,  and  the  leading  advantages  to 
be  obtained  in  the  diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the  lar3'nx  by  laryngos- 
copy. I  have  desired  to  give  such  clear  but  brief  description  of 
the  operation,  together  with  wood  cut  illustrations,  that  the  reader 
of  this  journal  may  for  himself  enter  upon  the  use  of  the  laryn- 
geal mirror  without  special  instruction.  Hei'cafter  we  propose  to 
give  a  series  of  cases  illustrative  of  practical  diagnosis  and  thera- 
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peutics;  and  connected  with  these  papers,  my  friend,  Dr.  Brubl, 
has  in  course  of  preparation  additional  contributions  bearing  upon 
the  same  topics.  Before  commencing  these,  however,  it  is  our 
plan  at  present  to  explain  and  illustrate  what  is  meant  by  Rhinos- 
copy, 

Hitherto  the  inspection  of  the  posterior  nares  has  been  for  prac- 
titioners quite  as  much  a  terra  incognita  as  the  internal  space  of 
the  larnyx.  We  now  propose  to  study  the  condition  of  that  region 
by  the  same  plan  of  mechanism  as  is  pursued  for  laryngoscopic 
examinations,  that  is  to  sa}',  the  principle  is  precisely  the  same, 
the  details  being  but  slightly  modified. 

In  rhinoscopy,  as  in  laryngoscopy,  a  laryngeal  mirror  is  em- 
ployed, but  for  our  present  purpose,  a  small  mirror  will  almost 
always  be  foum!  more  readily  adapted;  a  slightly  different  angle  of 
attachment  between  the  mirror  and  handle  will  be  necessary,  but 
this  will  naturally  occur  to  the  manipulator. 

The  illumination  is  made  in  the  same  manner;  the  strong  direct 
solar  rays  being  satisfactory,  or  a  good  arg  and  lamp  reflected  from 
a  Czermak  mirror,  or  a  strong  cone  of  light  through  a  Tobold  con- 
denser. There  will  be  found,  however,  a  necessity  for  a  more 
brilliant  illumination  in  rhinoscopy  than  in  laryngoscopy. 

An  additional  contrivance  is  necessary  in  this  operation,  a  fen- 
estrated hook  with  which  to  hold  up,  out  of  the  range  of  vision, 
the  pendant  uvula;  a  little  tiick  also  which  to  some  extent  serves 
to  expand  the  opening  to  the  posterior  nares  and  thus  still  further 
admit  light,  and  of  course  facilitate  inspection. 

Many  cases  will  require  the  use  of  a  tongue  depressor,  and  it  at 
once  becomes  manifest  that  the  operator  between  directing  his 
light,  controlling  the  uvula  and  velum,  holding  his  mirror,  and 
depressing  the  tongue,  will  have  employment  for  all  his  hands. 
To  obviate  this  difficult}-  in  part,  the  patient  may  be  instructed  in 
the  use  of  the  depressor,  or  as  is  suggested  in  a  contrivance  of 
Voltolini,  a  shield  attachment  may  be  made  to  the  handle  of  a 
mirror  so  adjustable  that  it  serves  at  once  for  tongue  depressor 
and  rhinoscopic  mirror. 

With  these  explanations  the  reader  will  be  ready  to  understand 
the  following  wood  cut,  illustrating  the  mode  of  procedure,  which 
we  copy  from  Bennett — Wm.  Wood  <&  Co.'s  last  edition: 
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Fig.  1 

A  general  view  is  afforded  of  all  the  parts  directly  or  indirectly 
concerned  in  this  inspection.  A  section  of  the  cervical  vertebra", 
the  epiglottis  and  larynx,  the  naso-pharyngeal  structures  and  cav- 
ity, and  the  rhinoscopic  mirror  in  position. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  uvula  is  held  up  by  the  hook,  at  the 
same  time  that  two  positions,  at  z  and  z,  of  the  mirror  are  indi- 
cated. 

To  conduct  this  inspection  satisfactorily,  requires  more  patient 

cultivation  of  tact  than  for  laryngos- 
copy, but  the  tact  is  similar,  and  ob- 
tained by  a  study  of  like  arts,  such 
as  the  laryngoscopic  operator  learns 
to  render  available. 

Fig.  2  gives  a  view  of  the  poste- 
Fig.  rior  nares  as  seen  in  the  rhinoscopic 

mirror;  there  is  seen  the  posterior  orifices  of  the  nasal  fossa,  the 
turbinated  bones,  and  on  the  extreme  border  of  either  side  the 
orifices  of  the  eustachian  tubes.    This  illustration  is  taken  from 
the  original  views  given  by  Czermak. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  5 — 24, 
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A  few  words  in  brief  memoranda  of  the  applications  of  this  parj 
of  our  diagnostic  art  will  suffice  for  our  present  purpose,  and  indi- 
cate sufficiently  its  importance  to  the  practitioner. 

In  the  cut  above,  (Fig.  2,)  it  is  observed  how  easily  the  orifices 
of  the  eustachian  tubes  are  brought  into  range  of  inspection;  the 
usual  plan  for  reaching  these  orifices  especially  pursued  for  purpose 
of  catheterization  in  aural  surgery,  is  by  means  of  a  catheter, 
introduced  along  the  floor  of  the  nasal  cavity,  a  maneuvre  which 
requires  quite  as  much  dexterity  as  any  part  of  the  art  of  rhinos- 
copy, and  it  is  very  clear  that  a  careful  ?hinoscopic  observation 
will  not  only  facilitate  this  delicate  operation  when  necessary  to 
be  performed,  but  will  enable  the  operator  to  introduce  a  catheter 
with  less  danger  of  violence  to  the  structures. 

General  symptoms  will  serve  to  indicate  for  us  states  of  ulcera- 
tion, catarrhal  inflammation,  and  other  pathological  changes,  but 
the  inspection  hereby  afl'orded,  detects  the  exact  character  of  these 
conditions  and  their  exact  locality;  thus  indicating  both  the  kind 
and  location  of  treatment  demanded. 

The  more  common  morbid  conditions  discovered  by  the  rhinos- 
cope,  are  these  catarrhal  inflammations,  ulcerations  and  destruction 
of  parts,  and  morbid  growths. 

Czermak  gives  two  cases  of  deafness  in  which  the  rhinoscojie 
revealed  redness  and  oedema  of  the  naso-pharyngeal  surface,  espe- 
cially involving  the  tissues  about  the  orifices  of  the  eustachian 
tubes.  Other  operators  have  discovered  matters  actually  plugging 
up  the  orifice,  and  thus  producing  deafness. 

In  Semeleder's*  interesting  little  volume,  quite  a  number  of 
cases  of  mucus  and  polypoid  growths  are  given,  having  for  their 
attachment  various  points  of  the  turbinated  bones,  and  other  por- 
tions of  the  posterior  nasal  opening.  Indeed,  we  may  have  like  mor- 
bid growths  upon  this  entire  surface  as  upon  the  laryngeal  surface; 
fortunately  for  the  most  part,  when  detected,  the  naso-pharyngeal 
growths  will  be  the  more  easily  removed,  either  by  suitable  caus- 
tics or  by  the  polypus  forceps  and  scissors. 

Semeleder,  Voltolini  and  Czermak,  relate  very  many  cases  of 
ulceration,  ozcena,  morbid  growths,  etc.,  revealed  by  this  mode  of 

*  Rhinoscopy  and  Laryngoscopy by  Dr.  F.  Semeleder;  Wm.  Wood  <fc  Co., 
New  York,  1866, 
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examination.  The  treatment  will,  of  course,  not  be  particularly 
different  from  that  demanded  for  like  diseased  conditions  in  other 
localities,  but  the  treatment  is  pursued  with  definiteness  and  pre- 
cision. Many  of  the  ulcers  discovered  by  these  operators,  evi- 
dently from  their  history,  had  a  syphilitic  origin  and  yielded  to 
the  proper  constitutional  remedies. 

For  the  local  medication  of  these  surfaces,  and  the  application 
of  remedies,  much  the  same  instruments  are  employed,  as  in  opera- 
tions and  applications  to  the  laryngeal  surface.  Hereafter  we  may 
contribute  something  more  in  detail  of  cases,  further  illustrating 
this  field  of  operation.  —  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer. 


The  Head  Quarters  of  Drunkenness. — Liverpool,  has  been 
pronounced  the  most  drunken  town  in  England.  And  it  is  true. 
Its  extreme  drunkenness  arrests  the  attention  of  the  judges,  its 
pauperism  weighs  heavily  upon  the  rate-payers;  its  rate,  fifty  six 
per  thousand,  appalling.  The  drunken  cases  dealt  summarily  with 
by  the  magistrates  are  set  down  at  the  annual  rate  of  one  in  thirty- 
three  of  the  population.  The  habitual  drunkards,  in  their  periodic 
appearances  before  the  bench,  form  an  endless  chain  of  besotted 
creatures.  According  to  the  recently  published  judicial  statistics 
there  are  3,100'  habitual  drunkards  in  Liverpool,  and  they  are 
about  equally  divided  as  to  sexes. — [Liverpool  Albion. 


Metallic  Spectacles. — M.  Foucault  recently  communicated  to 
the  French  Academy  of  Sciences  the  fact  that  the  sun  may  be 
viewed  through  a  lens  covered  with  silver  leaf.  The  sun's  disc, 
shorn  of  its  beams,  can  thus  be  clearly  seen.  Subsequently,  M. 
Melscius  made  a  useful  application  of  Foucault's  discovery.  Hav- 
ing been  injured  while  making  an  experiment  in  the  laboratory, 
his  eyes  were  painfully  affected  by  light.  In  this  condition  he  had 
recourse  to  spectacles  with  black  glasses,  such  as  are  used  by 
engine-drivers;  over  these  he  put  green  glasses,  which  answered 
pretty  -Well;  but  on  further  experiment,  he  found  the  best  method 
Vf&s  to  use  pale-blue  goggles,  covered  with  silver  or  gold  film,  and 
these  ho  recommends  to  all  persons  troubled  with  weak  eyes. 
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Condy's  Fluid  and  Carbolic  Acid. 

All  London  is  now  smelling  of  carbolic  acid.    Placards  recom-  i 
mending  disinfectants  are  affixed  to  every  wall,  and  in  the  parish  i 
in  -which  we  live  men  are  going  round  the  houses  of  the  poor  with  i 
instructions  to  put  a  dose  of  carbolic  acid  into  every  sink  and 
closet,  and  to  put  half  an  ounce  of  Condy's  red  fluid  into  every  water  I 
receptacle  that  is  made  of  wood.    These  measures  are  taken  in  the  ' 
belief  that  something  dangerous  lurks  in  dirty  drains  which  car-  ! 
bolic  acid  can  destroy,  and  something  in  suspicious  drinking  water  ' 
which  Condy's  fluid  can  destroy,  leaving  the  water  fit  for  use.  So 
far  as  regards  cholera,  the  dangerous  matter  may  be  of  three  kinds : 
either  living  matter  of  some  low  sort,  as  held  by  Dr.  Beale,  and 
rendered  most  highly  probable  by  the  Cattle  Plague  Reports;  or 
an  alkaloid,  as  held  by  Dr.  Richardson ;  or,  lastly,  matter  in  a  state  | 
of  change,  according  to  Liebig's  theory,  which  last  hypothesis  is  i 
not  inconsistent  with  the  first. 

Condy's  fluid  is  a  solution  of  some  permanganate;  for  our  pres-  I 
ent  purpose  let  us  say  permanganate  of  potass.    One  equivalent  of  ! 
this  salt  =  158  is  calculated  to  lose  one-fourth  of  its  weight  of 
oxygen  in  presence  of  oxidisable  matter,  and  in  so  doing  loses  the 
pink  transparency  of  its  solution,  and  forms  a  brown  precipitate.  I 
The  quantity  of  oxidisable  matter  may  either  be  estimated  by  giv-  I 
ing  the  quantity  of  oxygen  in  the  decolorised  permanganate  sim-  j 
ply,  or  on  Dr.  Letheby's  method,  by  multiplying  the  amount  of  ' 
oxygen  by  8.    But  we  cannot  at  present  go  into  the  process,  which 
will  be  found  well  described  in  the  papers  above  referred  to.    We  ,^ 
want  rather  to  come  to  one  or  two  practical  points  of  present 
application. 

Let  us  suppose  a  water  of  a  bad,  or  at  least  a  suspicious  marshy 
smell;  the  addition  of  one  or  more  drops  of  "  Condy,"  or  of  one 
of  tbe  finer  solutions  of  permanganate,  will  speedily  remove  that 
smell  and  taste,  and  make  the  water  fresher  and  nicer.  The 
quicker  the  decolorisation,  the  greater  the  need  of  it. 

If  water  so  treated,  with  a  slight  pink  colo?  remaining,  be  passed 
through  a  filter,  it  comes  out  perfectly  clear  and  colorless;  but 
without  filtering  may  be  used  for  cooking  or  making  tea  and  coffee 
after  the  brown  sediment  has  settled.    Most  assuredly  any  one  I 
thirsty  enough  to  drink  raw  London  water  just  now  had  better  Use  I 
the  permanganate  and  filter  too.  I 
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It  seems  generally  agreed  that  the  gases  of  decomposition  are 
very  quickly  neutralised  by  this  means,  and  that  organic  matter 
actually  decomposing  very  quickly  decolorises  the  liquid  also. 
But  this  is  not  the  case  with  stable  organic  matter.  Water  colored 
with  Condy  so  as  not  to  be  drinkable  with  pleasure,  yet  may  con- 
tain animalcules  in  the  most  lively  state.  Nay,  the  amoeba,  para- 
moecium,  colpods,  and  other  disgusting  broods  are  not  in  the  least 
affected  by  water  too  reddened  to  be  drinkable.  The  same  with 
regard  to  minute  plants.  Give  quantity  enough  and  time  enough, 
and  all  will  be  destroyed — first,  the  stinking  gases;  next,  the  de- 
caying organic  matter  which  evolves  them ;  then  the  mioroscojjic 
animalcules  which  feed  on  it,  and  which,  if  not  destroj'-ed  by  the 
Condy,  would  die  of  starvation;  and  the  plants  last. 

Time  and  quantity  also  are  required  for  the  destruction  of  such 
a  substance  as  the  bitter  extract  which  is  diffused  into  water  from 
quassia;  this  may  be  got  rid  of  in  twelve  hours.  The  resistance 
of  strychnia  is  much  greater;  still  a  very  weak  solution  may  be 
deprived  of  all  bitter  taste  by  excess  of  permanganate  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  Matters  having  organic  form  and  firmness,  as  starch, 
etc.,  if  not  decomposing,  are  very  slowly  acted  on. 

Animalcules  of  the  kinds  indicated  may  also  live  in  water  just 
containing  carbolic  acid  enough  to  be  smelt  and  tasted. 

The  conclusions  we  would  draw  from  the  above  remarks  are  that 
when  we  employ  the  carbolic  acid  for  the  disinfection  of  drains, 
sinks,  etc.,  it  ought  to  be  employed  in  a  state  of  pretty  high  con- 
centration and  large  quantity,  so  as,  above  all  things,  to  purify  the 
aperture  out  of  which  the  dangerous  emanations  would  come. 
Likewise  in  the  use  of  Condj^'s  fluid  for  i3urifying  water-butts, 
enough  should  be  used,  but  wc  should  take  care  also  that  the  butts 
themselves  are  cleansed,  and  pitched  or  charred  inside,  for  it  is  a 
waste  of  force  to  use  the  permanganate  to  do  what  might  be  done 
by  a  handful  of  lighted  shavings  and  a  brimstone  match. 

We  maj^  add  that  at  least  one  traveler  of  our  acquaintance  used 
the  permanganate  daily  for  some  time  with  no  ill  effects  whatever. 
[Med.  Times  and  Gazette,  Aug.  11,  1866. 
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Quackery  in  the  Profession. 

There  are  many  mean  practices  resorted  to  by  the  genus  quack 
to  obtain  practice,  at  the  expense  of  the  honest,  straight-forward, 
unassuming,  modest,  professional  gentleman.  Tli^re  are  a  hun- 
dred little  sneakish  tricks,  which  are  never  exposed,  because  prac- 
ticed in  the  dark,  and  which  some  professional  men  may  be  guilty 
of,  and  yet  retain  a  certain  status  of  respectability  in  the  profes- 
sion, particularly  if  they  be  successful  in  their  sordid  aims. 

But  of  all  mean  practices,  of  all  gross  insults  to  professional 
decency  and  honor,  the  practice  of  puling  in  newspapers,  of  allow- 
ing one's  name  to  be  inserted  in  the  local  coluras  of  a  paper,  by  a 
friendly  "penny-a-liner" — in  connection  with  some  "interesting 
case,"  or  "great  operation,"  or  "successful  operation,"  or  "shock- 
ing accident,"  is  about  the  meanest.  It  is  a  direct  violation  of  the 
code  of  ethics. 

This  practice,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  is  but  too  common,  and  not 
only  winked  at  by  many  men  who  assume  professional  respecta- 
bility, but  b}'  some,  courted. 

Witness  the  following  item  which  appeared  a  few  days  ago  in 

the  columns  of  a  daily  paper  in  a  neighboring  city: 

"Successful  Surgical  Operation. — Dr.   ,  of  this  city, 

assisted  by  Dr.   ,  and  Dr.   ,  successfully  removed  an 

ovarian  tumor  from  the  abdomen  of  a  lady  in  this  city  yesterdav 
afternoon,  which  weighed  fully  forty  pounds.  The  operation  was 
witnessed  b}'  a  number  of  eminent  medical  gentlemen.  We  learn 
that  the  patient  is  doing  finely  this  morning,  and  that  the  highest 
hopes  are  entertained  of  her  ultimate  recovery." 

Charity  obliges  us  to  suppress  the  name  of  the  individual  in 
whose  favor  this  "puff"  appears,  which  bears  intrinsic  evidence  of 
his  having  furnished  the  data  upon  which  it  is  based,  if  not  of 
having  penned  it  himself.  We  quote  this  only  as  an  Instance  of 
man}'-,  with  a  strong  appeal  to  the  profession  to  frown  down  this 
contemptible  tendency  to  quackery  in  the  profession. 

People  who  are  interested  in  any  particular  case  of  medical  oi* 
surgical  disease  among  their  friends,  will  know  and  hear  all  about 
it  without  the  case  being  paraded  in  a  paper.  What,  then,  is  the 
object  of  such  items?  To  "puff"  the  Doctor.  There  is  a  very 
simple  remedy  to  stop  such  practices.  Let  respectable  medical 
societies,  by  resolution,  request  the  newspapers  of  their  respective 
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districts  or  cities  to  omit  mentioning  the  name  of  any  member  in 
connection  with  any  operation,  case  of  disease,  accident,  etc.  We 
venture  to  say  that  editors  of  newspapers  will  gladly  comply  with 
the  request,  and  neither  the  public  nor  the  profession  will  thereby 
be  a  loser.  But  it  will  force  those  addicted  to  the  practice  in  the 
profession,  either  to  stop  it,  or  to  put  themselves  outside  the  pale 
of  professional  respectability,  where  they  really  belong. — Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter. 


The  International  Medical  Congress. 

We  have  received  the  programme  adopted  by  the  committee 
appointed  to  organize  the  plan  of  procedure  for  the  proposed  In- 
ternational Medical  Congress,  to  be  holden  at  Paris,  in  1867,  in 
connection  with  the  Exhibition,  and  to  which  we  called  the  atten- 
tion of  our  readers  in  the  issue  of  the  Journal  for  August.  For 
the  information  of  those  who  desire  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings, 
we  translate  such  portions  as  give  the  prominent  points. 

The  Congress  will  be  opened  on  the  16th  of  August,  1867,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  and  will  con- 
tinue in  session  two  weeks. 

It  shall  be  composed  of  national  members  or  founders,  and 
associate  foreign  members.  The  national  members  will  be  required 
to  pay  each  twenty  francs,  but  the  associate  members  are  relieved 
from  all  pecuniary  contribution. 

The  members  of  the  Congress,  national  and  associate,  shall  alone 
take  part  in  the  discussions,  and  the  committee  have  proposed  as 
subjects  of  discussion  the  following: 

I.  The  anatomy  and  pathological  physiology  of  tubercle ;  tuber- 
culization in  different  countries,  and  its  influence  on  the  general 
mortality. 

II.  The  common  accidents  which  lead  to  a  fatal  result  after 
surgical  operations. 

III.  Is  it  possible  to  propose  to  the  different  governments  any 
effective  measures  for  restraining  the  propagation  of  venereal  dis- 
eases ? 

IV.  The  influence  of  alimentation  employed  in  different  countries 
on  the  production  of  certain  diseases. 
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V.  The  influence  of  climates,  races,  and  different  conditions  of 
life  in  different  countries  upon  menstruation. 

Vr.  Tlie  acclimatization  of  European  races  in  hot  countries. 

VII.  On  the  eutozoa  and  entophytes  which  can  be  developed  in 
man. 

Members  ■wishing  to  make  any  communication  upon  the  questions 
of  the  programme,  or  to  propose  any  other  subject,  must  send  their 
essays  to  the  General  Secretary,  &,t  least  three  weeks  before  the 
time  of  meeting.  The  committee  will  decide  upon  the  fituess  of 
the  communications,  and  the  order  in  which  they  shall  be  received. 
Each  question  will  occupy  but  a  single  sitting,  and  a  maxium  of 
twenty  minutes  only  will  be  allowed  for  reading  each  essay. 

Accompanying  this  programme  is  a  commentary  on  the  questions 
proposed,  indicating  the  points  that  are  especially  desired  to  be 
brought  out  in  the  discussion,  and  given  with  the  view  of  securing 
precision,  with  the  necessary  brevity,  in  the  essays.  We  have  no 
space  for  it  at  present,  but  will  endeavor  in  our  subsequent  issues 
to  present  some  of  the  more  important  parts  of  the  same. — N.  Y. 
Medical  Journal. 


Ether  Spray  in  Strangulated  Hernia. 

Dr.  John  Barclay  reports  in  the  British  Medical  Journal,  a  case 
of  strangulated  hernia,  in  which  reduction  was  accomplished  after 
the  use  of  ether  spray.  The  pain  induced  by  the  most  gentle 
handling  of  the  hernial  tumor  was  so  intense,  that  Dr.  B.  had  to 
desist  from  taxis.  Having  brought  with  him  Richardson's  ether 
spray  apparatus,  thinking  it  might  be  useful  in  lieu  of  ice — it  was 
determined  to  invert  the  patient,  apply  the  ether  spray  short  of 
freezing  the  skin,  then  to  attempt  the  reduction,  and,  if  failure  was 
the  result,  to  operate  by  the  knife. 

The  head  and  shoulders  then  being  supported  on  the  floor  by 
some  pillows,  and  the  buttocks  raised  as  much  as  possible  against 
an  inclined  plane,  extemporized  by  an  inverted  bed-room  chair, 
the  ether  spray  was  directed  in  the  usual  way  on  the  swelling,  for 
about  forty  seconds,  when  a  minute  spot  of  skin  appeared  white. 
The  spray  was  at  once  removed,  and  on  applying  the  fingers  of  the 
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left  hand  on  the  swelling  for  about  two  seconds,  accompanied  by 
the  most  trifling  pressure,  plump  up  (or  rather  down)  went  the 
hernia,  to  the  great  delight  and  satisfaction  of  all.  The  man  made 
a  first  rate  rec^)very. — Surgical  Reporter. 


A  "Diaploma." 


The  following  document,  literatim  et  punduatim,  was  found  in  the 
pocket  of  a  -'doctor"  who  recently  died  in  one  of  our  public  insti- 
tutions. It  is  a  good  specimen  of  the  method  of  manufacturing 
some  of  the  "doctors"  who  go  abroad  and  practice  on  "American" 
diplomas."  Such  manufactories  exist  under  one  name  or  another 
in  most  of  our  large  cities : 

"New  Orleans. 
"Dr.  William  H.  Rathbone. 
"This  diaploma  I  do  give  from  ray  right  hand  and  do  solemnly 

swear  that  Dr.  has  served  three  years  and  one  month 

in  our  disecting  rooms  we  the  undersigned  do  solemnly  swear  that 

 is  truly  a  brother  of  doing  gootl — we  know  that  he 

can  reduce  pragnacy  or  anything  belonging  to  midwifery  we  have 
also  tryed  his  Skill  with  old  chronic  diseases — very  much  to  our 
Satisfaction  as  he  has  Been  Successful  in  eveiy  case  where  the 
medicine  has  Been  used  according  to  his  directions — as  for  medi- 
cine he  is  a  self  educated  man  he  understands  the  human  sistem 
thourily  and  is  prpaed  to  give  explinations  to  lecture  apen  the 
Subject — his  remrcable  and  powerful  Slcill  has  Been  tested  here 
with  us — we  feel  willing  to  recomment  him  above  all  others  tiius 
far  graduates  from  our  desecting  Rooms — we  think  there  is  some- 
thing in  his  powers  aforeseen  that  we  cannot  account  for  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  true  discription  as  we  are  able  to  give  of  him  his  com- 
plection  is  hard  to  get  at  his  hair  is  of  a  dark  chestnut  color  his 
beard  of  redish  cast  his  eyes  of  brilliant  colors  the  hair  on  his 
chest  are  black  he  has  a  mark  on  the  upper  lip  and  two  of  his 
nuckles  on  his  right  hand  arc  knocked  off'  his  hith  five  feet  seven 
in  and  half  and  weight  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  three  pounds  and 
if  the  above  marks  are  not  found  on  him  and  a  true  discription  of 
him — we  can  not  allow  him  this  diaploma  But  if  this  discription 
will  answer  we  allow  him  to  be  a  faithful  Brother  to  his  profession 
and  may  god  bless  him  in  doing  good  in  this  great  and  glorius 
heres  is  our  well  wishes  now  and  forever. 

Prof  William  H  Rathbone 
Henry  Rodwell  M  D 
Edward  Willard  M.  D." 

VOL.  6,  NO.  5 — 25. 


192 


EDITORIAL. 


Editorial  Department. 

Medicines  Received. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a  box  of  medicines  from  Reed,  Carn- 
rick  &  Andrus,  comprising  the  following  preparations : — Elixir  cinchona,  iron  and 
strychnia;  elixir  bark  and  protoxide  of  iron;  elixir  calisaya,  iron  and  bismuth; 
elixir  bark  and  pyrophosphate  of  iron;  elixir  pyrophosphate  of  iron  and  soda; 
elixir  valerianate  of  ammonia;  elixir  valerianate  of  ammonia  and  quinine;  elixir 
valerianate  of  strychnia;  effervescing  magnesian  aperient;  citrate  of  bismuth; 
tannate  of  bismuth ;  solution  gutta  percha.  Wo  have  not  tested  their  curative 
virtues,  but  they  are  elegant  and  pjilatable  preparations,  and  contain  the  proper- 
ties of  the  several  drugs  scientifically  combined,  in  proportions  suitable  for  phy- 
sician's prescriptions.  These  remedies  are  becoming  quite  fashionable,  and  the 
demand  for  them  by  the  public  is  so  positive  that  it  is  not  always  easy  for  the 
physician  to  make  choice  of  the  former  modes  of  administering  similar  medicines. 
If  they  are  less  elBcient,  they  are  so  much  more  agreeable  that  their  employment 
is  becoming  extensive. 

Reed,  Carnrick  &  Andrus,  and  Howell  &  Onderdonk  have  fully  supplied  the 
market  in  Buffalo,  and  most  of  our  druggists  can  furnish  their  preparations.  We 
do  not  propose  to  advise  physicians  to  discontinue  the  former  modes  of  preparing 
and  prescribing  remedies;  it  is  probable  that  all  these  medicines  can  bs  used  in 
less  expensive  forms,  and  prove  as  efiScacious  in  the  cure  of  disease;  at  the  same 
time  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  above  preparations  possess  some  advantages 
over  administering  these  drugs  in  their  more  crude  forms.  It  appears  with  some 
of  them,  that  elegance  and  palatableness  are  their  chief  virtues,  but  most  which 
have  been  tested  show  that  they  are  efBcient  and  valuable  in^the  cure  of  disease, 
as  valuable  as  the  same  drug  in  other  and  less  agreeable  forms.  The  effort 
to  make  our  remedies  less  unpleasant,  has  been  crowned  with  succe.ss,  and  physi- 
cians are  under  many  obligations  to  the  manufacturing  chemists  for  furnishing 
remedies  in  agreeable  and  efficient  forms. 


Dr.  Gunning  S.  Bedford's  Works  in  Foreign  Countries, 

The  two  works  by  this  distinguished  American  author  have  been  received  with 
great  favor  by  the  profession  both  of  liis  own  and  foreign  countries.  The  one  on 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  is  now  in  its  eighth  edition,  and  receives  many 
notices  from  foreign  journals  similar  to  the  following,  which  must  be  very  gratify- 
ing to  an  American  author: 

"Dr.  Bedford's  book  is  worthy  of  its  author,  a  credit  to  his  country,  and  a  val- 
uable mine  of  ihstraction  to  the  profession  at  large.  We  are  quite  sure  that  it 
will  he  a  welcome  addition  to  professional  libraries  in  Great  Britain  as  well  as 
America." — Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Chir.  Review. 
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We  were  actually  fascinated  iuto  reading  this  eutiie  voliiiuo,  and  have  done 
80  most  attentively;  nor  have  we  ever  read  a  book  with  more  pleasure  and  profit. 
There  is  not  a  disease  connected  with  infancy  or  the  female  system  which  ts  not 
most  ably  discussed  in  this  excellent  work." — Dublin  Quarkrly  Journal  of  Med- 
ical Science. 

"A  careful  perusal  of  Dr.  Bedford's  book  has  led  us  to  believe  that  its  value 
will  continue  to  be  acknowledged,  and  the  author  recognised  as  a  most  able  and 
acute  practitioner  of  medicine.  The  work  is  of  the  most  practical  character; 
everything  is  made  to  tend  towards  the  relief  and  treatment  of  disease,  and 
remarkable  skill  is  shown  in  quickly  arriving  at  an  accurate  diagnosis.  To  get  at 
once  to  the  point  is  the  pervading  characteristic  of  the  author's  teachinge.  We 
cordially  recommend  it  to  all  practitioners  and  stiulents  of  medicine."  London 
Lancet. 

"It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  not  more  such  books  in  Great  Britain." — 
London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 

"  The  style  of  the  author  is  very  graphic.  The  book  not  only  proves  Dr.  Bod- 
ford  to  be  a  sound  physician  and  an  excellent  clinical  teacher,  but  it  also  affords 
evidence  of  an  extensive  acquaintance  on  his  part  with  the  literature  of  his  sub- 
ject on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic." — London  British  Medical  Journal. 

Similar  notices  of  the  work  on  Obstetrics  also  appear  in  foreign  journals.  The 
terms  of  approval  are  full  and  hearty. 

"It  was  with  considerable  interest  that  we  opened  the  imposing  volume  which 
Dr.  Bedford  has  given  to  the  world.  It  has  cost  its  author  many  an  hour  of 
thought  and  toil,  which  would  otherwise,  perhaps,  have  constituted  the  leisure  of 
a  busy  life.  The  fact  particularly  has  struck  us  much  in  reading  this  book — the 
author  seems  to  think  no  point  too  trivial  to  notice.  "With  great  good  sense  he 
instructs  his  readers  in  matters  which  are  too  often  discussed  in  a  few  words.  We 
have  read  the  work  with  great  pleasure,  and  as  a  practical  guide  is  a  truly  excel- 
lent one— perhaps,  in  this  respect,  it  is  unsurpassed."— (rtosjroio  3Ied.  Journal. 

"The  work  of  Dr.  Bedford  is,  as  its  title  implies,  a  complete  Systematic  and 
Practical  Treatise  upon  Obstetrics,  brought  up  to  the  existing  state  of  the  science, 
and  embracing  the  anatomy,  physiology,  signs  and  diseases  of  pregnancy,  partur- 
ition, and  child-bed.  All  these  subjects,  with  the  physiological  disquisitions 
arising  out  of  some  of  them,  are  discussed.  Assuredly,  so  comprehensive  a  course 
was  never,  perhaps,  before  given.  The  volume  is  evidently  the  result  of  much 
labor  and  research,  and  contains  a  vast  deal  of  information,  and  that  of  a  recent 
kind,  upon  nearly  all  the  subjects  connected  directly  or  indirectly  with  midwifery." 
London  British  and  Foreign  Medico-Ghirurgical  Review. 

American  authors  may  not  reasonably  expect  anything  more  than  they  deserve 
from  foreign  reviewers.  Dr.  Bedford  may  consider  himself  "well  used,"  for  they 
have  all  fully  recommended  both  of  the  works  he  has  recently  given  to  the  world. 


Late.— The  Journal  will  reach  its  readers  next  year,  owing  to  unavoidable 
causes  of  delay  in  proof-reading,  copy,  etc.,  etc.  Accordingly  we  wish  all  our 
friends  a  "Happy  New  Year."  In  future  wo  hope  to'appear  earlier,  and  be 
equally  cntertaini  ng  and  instructive. 
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Physician's  Pocket  Record. 

Piiblishod  from  the  office  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  a  new  aud  im- 
proved ''Physician's  Pocket  Record,"  comprising  the  following  features: — A  per- 
petual calendar;  a  list  of  new  remedies,  their  application,  dose.=,  etc.;  poisons, 
and  their  antidotes:  treatment  of  persons  asphyxiated;  medicinal  weights  and 
measures;  table  for  calculating  the  period  of  utero-gestation;  table  for  calculating 
the  probable  duration  of  life;  classified  list  of  the  chief  articles  of  the  materia 
medica,  their  doses,  and  market  value;  table  of  signs;  a  visiting  list,  day-book  of 
accounts  and  daily  memoranda,  combined. 

An  Appendix,  containing: — An  index  of  patients;  obstetric,  vaccine,  and  other 
engagements,  etc.;  fee  table,  city  and  country;  list  of  medical  periodicals,  with 
their  subscription  price. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  Pocket  Record  comprises  some  new  features  that  cannot 
fail  to  make  it  the  most  useful  and  popular  work  of  the  kind  in  use.  It  is  neatly, 
compactly,  and  substantially  got  up,  of  a  size  more  suitable  to  the  side  pocket 
than  any  now  before  the  profession. 

This  Pocket  Record  is  intended  to  meet  the  wants  of  both  city  and  countiy 
practitioners,  and  to  be  an  indispensable  comi)anion.  It  is  not  bulky,  although 
it  contains  so  much  material.    Price,  $1.50. 

Address,  office  of  the  ••  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,'"  Philadelphia.  Pa. 


CoMPKassEu  Am  Ci  ke. — The  proposed  plan  of  curing  disease  by  breathing 
compressed  air,  at  present  gaining  some  attention  by  the  empirics  and  ptiblic,  we 
shall  publish  in  our  next  number  an  extract  from  a  lecture  by  Prof.  Charles  A. 
Leo,  containing  some  interesting  facts  and  observations  concerning  it.  We  have 
some  opinions  of  our  own,  but  reserve  expressing  them  for  some  future  occasion. 


To  BE  PfBLisHED  IX  JANUARY — The  Micro-Cliemistry  of  Poisons,  including 
their  Physiological,  Pathological  and  Legal  Relations,  adapted  to  the  use  of  the 
Medical  Jurist,  Physician  and  General  Chemi.st.  Bv  Theod.  G.  Wormley,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology  in  Starling  Medical  College,  and  of  Nat- 
ural Sciences  in  Capital  University  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  8vo.,  650  pages,  with  78 
illustrations  upon  steel  and  wood  cuts;  handsomely  bound  in  cloth.    Price,  $10. 

Bailliere  Brothers,  520  Broadway,  N.  Y. 
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A  Manual  of  the  Principles  of  Surgery,  based  upou  Pathology,  for  Students.  By 
W'm.  Caxniff,  M.  D..  M.  R.  C.  S.,  etc.,  etc.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay  <fc  Blakis- 
ton,  1866. 

The  author  of  this  book  excels  in  making  familiar  cxi)lanations  of  diseased  pro- 
cesses, and  has  embodied  the  essentials  of  pathological  surgery  within  the  com- 
pass of  his  work.    The  student  is  hereby  furnished  with  a  condensed  philosophy. 
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both  of  disease  and  its  modes,  and  means  of  cure;  the  physician  is  also  supplied 
with  the  rationale  of  disease  and  treatment.  Nntrition,  development,  growth, 
assimulation,  decay  and  repair,  and  other  similar  topics  first  receive  attention. 
Then  inflammation  and  the  diseases  arising  out  of  inflammation,  congestion,  stag- 
nation, changes  in  the  blood,  serum,  lymph,  etc.,  etc.  All  the  various  topics  con- 
nected with  inflammation  and  its  different  modes  of  termination  and  the  various 
means  of  cure,  are  fully  and  familiarly  discussed,  pathology,  therapeutics,  etc., 
receiving  attention.  In  this  volume  of  about  four  hundred  pages  is  included  a 
wide  range  of  topics,  and  special  diseases  and  accidents  are  treated  with  philo- 
sophical reasoning,  such  as  cannot  fail  to  attract  and  instruct.  The  illustrations 
are  appropriate,  and  add  to  the  value  of  the  work;  they  are  from  Pagefs  Surgical 
Pathology.  The  author  acknowledges  the  labors  of  others,  and  with  becoming 
modesty  speaks  of  those  authors  to  whom  he  feels  most  indebted. 

The  work  is  given  to  the  profession  in  the  best  style  of  the  well  known  pub- 
lishers and  forms  an  attractive  as  well  as  instructive  addition  to  the  physician's 
library. 


A  Manual  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics;  being  an  abridgment  of  the  late 
Dr.  Pereira's  elements  of  materia  medica.  By  Frederic  John  Fakke,  M.  D., 
Cantab,  F.  L.  S.,  etc.,  assisted  by  Robert  Bentley,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  F.  L.  S.,  Robert 
Warrington,  F.  R.  S.,  F.  C.  S.,  and  Horatio  C.  Wood,  jr.,  M.  D. 
This  work  contains  a  succinct  account  of  every  article  of  the  materia  medica, 
and  is  very  well  arranged  in  every  respect.  The  illustrations,  which  are  two 
hundred  and  thirty-six  in  number,  add  very  materially  to  the  value  of  the  work. 
We  thus  obtain  not  only  a  full  account  of  drugs,  but  also  a  representation  of  the  plant 
from  which  many  articles  of  the  materia  medica  are  obtained.  This  work  is  de- 
signed for  both  practitioners  and  medical  students,  and  will  be  found  eminently 
suited  to  their  wants.  The  sources  from  which  medicines  are  obtained,  physical 
characters,  medicinal  properties,  modes  of  preparation,  therapeutical  indications, 
and  dose,  is  all  embodied  in  this  book,  and  thus  it  will  be  seen  how  invaluable  it 
is  to  both  physicians  and  students.  Our  standard  works  upon  Therapeutics  still 
quote  the  opinions  of  those  who  have  called  attention  to  some  article  of  medicine, 
and  are  often  too  enthusiastic  in  their  opinions  of  its  curative  virtues.  Physicians 
Hoon  learn  that  nine-tenths  of  the  articles  used  as  medicines  really  add  nothing  to 
our  means  of  curing  disease,  though  this  tact  shows  nothing  further  in  this  con- 
nection. They  are  to  be  known  that  we  may  understand  how  little  many  of  them 
are  worth,  and  are  of  course  to  be  considered  in  works  upon  therapeutics.  It  is 
not,  however,  necessary  to  reiterate  the  opinions  of  authors  forever  and  ever, 
many  of  whom  were  over-zealous  in  bringing  to  the  attention  of  the  profession 
new  articles  for  the  materia  medica. 

We  should  be  glad  to  receive  a  work  on  Therapeutics,  written  upon  the  observa- 
tion, and  giving  the  opinions  only  of  some  man,  who  would  give  each  article  its 
just  deserts.  As  at  present  constituted  medical  students  start  in  practice,  believ- 
ing that  medicine  will  do  all  that  it  is  said  to  do,  and  find  out  slowly  and  after 
many  disa;)])ointments  that  there  is  more  promised  than  done. 
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Pereira"s  Materia  Medica  is,  as  every  one  knows,  aa  much  to  be  depended  upon 
as  any  work  upon  the  subject,  and  this  condensation  of  it  abridges,  but  does  not 
lessen  its  value.  It  is  bound  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  and  is  a  very  valua- 
ble addition  to  a  physician's  library. 


A  Guide  to  the  Practical  Study  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye;  with  outline  of  their 
Medical  and  Operative  Treatment.  By  James  Dixon,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Surgeon  to 
the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital.  From  the  third  London  edition. 
Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  18G6. 

The  recent  rapid  discoveries  and  improvements  in  ophthalmic  science  are  so 
remarkable,  that  every  physician  at  all  interested  in  the  progress  of  this  depart- 
ment of  his  profession,  eagerly  peruses  every  new  work  offered  the  profession, 
expecting  that  progress  and  improvement  has  been  the  occasion  of  its  appearance. 
Ophthalmology  has  been  enriched  by  more  discovery  both  in  pathology  and  thera- 
peutics within  the  last  few  years  than  any  other  branch  of  medicine  or  surgery, 
and  so  great  changes  have  thus  been  made  that  the  older  authors  are  practically 
obsolete.  The  work  before  us  is  designed  by  the  author  to  aflford  a  guide  to  the 
study  of  diseases  of  the  eye.  He  says:  "In  attempting  this,  I  have  chiefly 
described  outward  appearances,  such  as  lie  open  to  the  view  of  the  observer,  and 
have  said  but  little  of  those  subjective  symptoms  which  vary  according  to  the 
peculiar  susceptibility  of  individual  patients." 

We  have  taken  great  pleasure  in  careful  perusal  of  this  ,book,  which,  both  in 
style  and  matter,  is  unsurpassed  in  any  language.  It  does  not  claim  to  cover  the 
whole  field,  but  in  plain  and  condensed  form  gives  the  essentials  of  ophthalmology 
as  understood  and  practiced  at  the  present  time  by  the  most  distinguished  and 
e.xperienced  observers.  It  embraces  quite  a  wide  range  of  topics,  and  furnishes 
a  very  valuable  practical  guide  in  the  medical  and  surgical  treatment  of  diseases 
of  the  eye. 


Asiatic  Cholera;  a  Treatise  on  its  Origia,  Pathology,  Treatment  and  Cure.  By 
E.  Whitnkt,  M.  D.,  and  X.  B.  Whitxet,  M.  D.  New  York:  M.  W.  Dodd. 
1866. 

This  work  on  Cholera  makes  its  appearance  in  an  attractive  and  permanent 
style,  and  contains  sections  upon  origin  and  development,  progress  and  fatality, 
causes  and  propagation,  pathology,  phenomena  or  symptoms,  modes  of  treatment, 
unsuccessful,  physiological  condition  of  the  blood — non-aeration  or  non-oxydation, 
maxims  of  rational  practice,  statistics,  prophylaxis,  remedies,  etc.,  etc.  The 
authors  have  collected  from  various  reliable  sources  a  great  amount  of  statistical 
knowledge  and  incorporated  into  their  work  the  opinions  of  many  of  the  most 
reliable  physicians,  who.se  opportunities  for  observation  are  unsurpassed. 

A  great  many  monographs  have  been  published  upon  cholera  in  view  of  its 
appearance  in  this  country.  Some  have  passed  into  the  permanence  of  book  form  . 
The  one  before  us  possesses  merits  which  entitle  it  to  this  distinction,  and  we  are 
most  happy  to  place  it  in  our  library  as  a  valuable  treati.se  upon  Asiatic  Cholera, 
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An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Optical  Defects  of  the  Bye,  and  their  treat- 
ment by  the  scientific  use  of  Spectacles.  By  A.  M.  Rosebruoh,  M.  D.,  Toronto. 
This  pamphlet  is  a  lecture  introductory  to  a  course  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye, 
which  the  author  proposes  to  publish  in  pamphlet  form,  hoping  they  may  be 
useful  not  only  to  his  class,  but  to  medical  students  generally.  This  lecture  was 
read  before  the  Canadian  Institute,  February  3d,  1866.  It  contains  the  philosophy 
of  vision,  its  frequent  deviations  and  the  modes  of  treatment  by  the  use  of  glasses, 
and  constitutes  an  attractive  and  instructive  lecture. 


The  Brain  and  Cranial  Nerves,  shewing  their  origin,  arrangement,  principal 
division  and  distribution.  By  Thos.  S.  Bhlmer,  under-graduate  in  medicine, 
Toronto  University,  late  student  of  McGill  University. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  large  and  comprehensive  chart,  which  is  designed  to 
show  more  clearly  to  the  student,  and  useful  also  to  the  practitioner,  the  origin 
and  distribution  of  these  several  nerves.  Although  the  matter  contained  in  the 
chart  is  to  be  found  in  all  text-books  on  the  subject,  yet  by  arranging  them  in  this 
manner,  it  simplifies  much  this  difficult  part  of  anatomy.  It  is  an  idea  deserving 
of  recommendation,  and  we  think  all,  especially  students,  cannot  do  better  than 
by  purchasing  one  of  these  charts. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine;  designed  for  the  use  of 
Practitioners  and  Students  of  Medicine-  By  Austin  Flint,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  in  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital;  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  etc.  Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  Philadelphia: 
Henry  C.  Lea,  1867. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Pathology,  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children,  and  Medical  Surgery.  By  W.  Paine,  M.  D.,^ Professor  of 
the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Pathology  in  the  Philadelphia 
University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  etc.,  etc.,  and  Editor  of  the  University 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.    Philadelphia:  University  Pub.  Society. 

Practical  Therapeutics,  considered  chiefly  with  reference  to  Articles  of  the  Materia 
Medica.  By  Edward  John  Waring,  P.  R.  C.  S.,  E.  L.  S.,  Surgeon  in  Her 
Majesty's  Indian  Army.  From  the  second  London  edition.  Philadelphia: 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1866, 

A  Handy-Book  of  Ophthalmic  Surgery  for  the  use  of  Practitioners.  By  John  Z. 
Laurence,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  M.  B.  (Univ.  London,)  Surgeon  to  the  Ophthalmic  Hos- 
pital, Southwark,  etc.,  etc.,  and  Robert  C.  Moon,  House-Surgeon  to  the  Oph- 
thalmic Hospital,  Southwark,  with  numerous  illustrations.  London:  Robert 
Hardwicke,  1866. 
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A  Manual  of  Auscultation  and  Percussion.  By  M.  Bartli  and  M.  Henri  Roger. 
Translated  from  the  sixth  French  edition.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  <fe  Blakiston. 

The  Con)tnon  Nature  of  E|)idemic>!  and  tliMV  relations  to  Climate  and  Civilization. 
Also  remarks  on  Contagion  and  Quarantine,  from  writings  and  official  reports. 
By  Southwood  Smith,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  London  Fever  Hospital,  etc.,  etc. 
Edited  by  T  Baker,  Esq.,  of  the  Inner  Temple.  Barrister  at  Law,  etc.,  etc. 
Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  IRGG. 

Lessons  upon  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Surgical  Diseases,  delivered  in  the 
month  of  August,  186.5,  by  Professor  Velpeau,  Member  de  I'lnstitute  et  de 
TAcadfimie  Imp6riale  de  Medicine.  Translated  by  W.  C.  B.  Fifiold,  M.  D. 
Boston:  James  Campbell,  1806. 

Infantile  Paralysis,  and  its  Attendant  Deformities.  By  Charles  Fayette  Taylor, 
M.  D.,  Resident  Surgeon  '^ew  York  Orthopiedic  Dispensary,  etc.,  etc.  Phila. 
delphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1807. 

Message  and  Documents,  War  Department,  186.")-66.  Part  .3  and  4.  Containing 
Report  upon  the  prevailing  diseases  of  the  United  States.    By  Dr.  .1.  H.  Baxter. 

Insanity  in  its  Medico-Legal  Relations.  Opinion  relative  to  the  Testamentary 
Capacity  of  the  late  James  C.  Johnston,  of  Chowan  County,  North  Carolina. 
By  Wm.  A.  Hammond,  M.  D. 

Address  of  D.  Humphreys  Storer.  M.  D..  President  of  the  American  Medica[ 
Asisociation. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Surgeon  General.  United  States  Army,  1866. 

A  Classified  Priced  Catalogue  of  Medical  Books,  .Surgical  Instruments,  Appara- 
tus, etc.,  etc.,  January,  1867.  Published  at  the  office  of  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter,  Philadelphia. 

Henry  C.  Lea's  New  Medical  Catalogue. 


A  Novel  Infant's  Nursert. — An  old  stable  with  100  infants  in 
the  horse-troughs  and  hay-cribs  is  rather  a  novelty,  but  it  is  seen 
in  the  locality  of  Union  street,  Borough-road,  London.  The  work 
has  been  undertaken  by  the  Rev.  George  Addington,  who  has 
secured  an  old  stable  to  form  a  nurser}',  and  has  fitted  it  up  for 
taking  care  of  the  young  children  of  women  who  are  obliged  to  go 
out  to  char  or  work  away  from  home. — [Med.  Press  and  Circular, 
October  31,  1866. 
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Original  Communications. 


ART.  I — Extract  from  a  Lecture  on  the  Physiological  and  Remedial 
Effects  oj  Increased  Pressure  of  the  Atmosphere.  By  Charles  A. 
Lee.  M.  D.  ,  Professor  of  Hygiene,  etc. 

Having  considered  somewhat  in  detail  some  of  the  meteorological 
conditions  which  affect  the  inhabitants  of  our  globe,  let  us  con- 
sider, briefly,  the  physiological  and  curative  effects  of  increased 
pressure  of  atmospheric  air  upon  the  human  body.  Assuming  that 
the  surface  of  the  body  of  an  adult,  of  medium  size,  is  about  fifteen 
square  feet,  or  2160  inches,  when  the  barometer  stands  at  thirty- 
one  inches,  the  pressure  upon  each  square  inch  of  surface  will 
exceed  fifteen  pounds,  and  on  the  whole  surface,  33,684  i)ound9; 
but  when  the  barometer  stands  at  twenty-eight  inches,  this  will  be 
reduced  to  about  fourteen  pounds  on  each  square  inch,  and  to 
thirty,  622  pounds  on  the  entire  surface,  making  a  difference  of 
about  3062  pounds.  This  pressure  is  not  perceptible,  inasmuch  as 
action  and  re-action  are  equal;  the  pressure  of  the  air  in  any  one 
direction  must  be  exactly  counterbalanced  by  an  equal  pressure  in 
the  opposite  direction,  and  all  injurious  effects  are  prevented  by 
the  elasticity  of  the  solids,  liquids  and  gases,  that  enter  into  the 
composition  of  the  body.  The  influence  of  increased  pressure  of 
the  atmosphere  upon  the  body,  was  first  noticed  in  experiments 
VOL.  6,  NO  e — 26. 
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made  with  the  diving-bell;  which,  as  formerl}'  constructed, 
condensed  the  air  in  proportion  to  the  depth  of  water  to 
which  it  descended;  thus  subjecting  the  persons  within  to  the 
pressure,  perhaps,  of  several  atmospheres.  The  phj-siological 
effects  of  such  pressure  were  carefully  noted,  from  time  to  time, 
especially  the  pain  in  the  ears,  which  was  often  ver}-  severe;  and 
it  was  also  noticed  that  the  respiration  nnd  pulse  were  both  reduced 
in  frequency.  It  was  also  observed  that  persons  laboring  under  a 
considerable  degree  of  deafness,  were  able  to  hear,  while  in  the 
diving-bell,  much  better  than  in  the  open  air. 

Particular  attention,  however,  was  not  directed  to  the  sulyect 
till  the  }-ear  1841,  when  an  article  was  published  at  Berlin,  in  the 
^^ArcJdres  for  Mineralorjij,  Geology  and  Miniinj"  giving  a  very  inter- 
esting account  of  the  effects  of  highly  condensed  air  upon  the 
human  body,  as  observed  in  an  apparatus  used  in  mining.  It 
appears,  that,  in  order  to  keep  out  the  influx  of  water  from  a 
mining-sjaft,  a  cylinder  of  sheet-iron  seventy  feet  long  and  three 
and  one-ualf  feet  in  diameter,  was  passed  down  through  the  land, 
till  it  reached  the  bed  of  coal.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  cylinder 
was  a  box,  with  two  valves  large  enough  for  a  man  to  pass  '.n  ^nd 
out,  without  allowing  air  to  escape,  and  the  air  was  forced  into  the 
C3-Iinder  hy  air  pumps,  worked  by  a  steam  engine.  In  this  case 
similar  phenomena  were  observed,  as  bad  already  been  noticed  in 
those  who  had  descended  into  water  in  the  diving-bell.  On  first 
entering,  before  the  balance  between  the  internal  and  external 
pressure  was  restored,  there  was  severe  pain  in  the  ears,  which 
gradually  ceased,  as  soon  as  an  equiUl)rium  was  established.  There 
was,  however,  a  great  difference  in  this  respect  in  different  persons. 
In  some  individuals  the  pain  was  ver}'  slight,  in  others  very  severe. 
Some  only  experienced  it  when  they  came  out  into  a  thinner,  or 
less  dense  atmosphere.  The  effect  was  not  uniform,  even  upon 
the  same  persons,  being  modified  ver}-  essentiall}-  by  the  state  of 
the  geueral  health  at  the  time,  and  other  conditions  not  easily 
ascertained.  Although  able  to  talk  and  sing  with  greater  ease 
than  ordiu.ay,  under  a  pressure  of  three  atmospheres,  \-et  when 
the  degi  ee  of  condensation  reached  that  point,  the  workmen  were 
unable  to  whistle.  This  has  been  explained  in  the  following  man- 
ner: In  whistling,  we  force  a  stream  of  air  through  a  small  aper- 
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ture  of  the  lips;  the  fluid  thus  passing  this  small  aperture,  becomes 
condensed,  and  produces  the  sound;  but  under  a  pressure  of  three 
atmospheres,  the  air  is  already  so  condensed  that  the  ordinary 
effort  which  the  muscles  of  the  cheeks  and  lips,  and  the  respiratory 
organs  make  in  whistling,  is  not  sufficient  to  compress  the  air  any 
further,  and  consequentl}'  there  is  an  inalnlity  of  producing  any 
sound.  Another  phenomena  observed  was,  tliat  all  sounds  ap- 
peared to  be  nasal. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  decided  effects  were  produced  upon 
respiration  by  exposure  of  tlie  lungs  to  this  greatly  increased  pres- 
sure, except  a  slightly  reduced  number  of  respirations  in  a  minute; 
although  it  is  stated  that  in  ascending  the  shaft,  yet  filled  with 
condensed  air,  the  workmen  did  not  lose  their  breath,  nor  become 
short  of  breath  to  the  same  degree  as  when  making  a  similar  ascent 
in  common  atmospheric  air.  This  may,  perhaps,  be  satisfactorily 
explained,  from  the  fact,  that  as  the  same  volume  of  condensed 
air  contains  a  greater  amount  of  oxygen  than  the  same  volume  of 
nncondensed  air,  the  lungs  will  consequently  require,  in  [iroportion 
to  the  condensation,  a  smallc  volume  of  air  to  effect  the  due 
oxygenation  and  decarbonization  of  the  blood,  and,  of  course,  do 
not  require  to  be  expanded  as  much  as  when  breathing  uncom- 
pressed air,  ''consequently  the  action  of  the  respiratory  muscles 
need  not  be  as  energetic.  How  much  may  be  owing  to  this, 
and  how  much  to  the  direct  effects  of  pressure  on  the  circulation 
cannot  be  definitely  ascertained.  No  such  violent  effects,  however, 
are  stated  to  have  occurred,  as  have  been  witnessed  in  some  exper- 
iments made  with  the  diving-bell,  where,  in  descending  to  great 
depths,  (causing  a  pressure,  probably,  much  exceeding  that  of 
three  atmospheres,  the  highest  degree  mentioned  as  occurring  in 
the  cylinder,)  blood  flowed  from  the  lungs,  nostrils  and  ears,  and 
the  tympanum  of  tlie  ear  was  ruptured. 

Another  circumstance,  worthy  of  note  in  this  case,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  diving-bell,  is,  that  the  workmen  gradually  became 
accustomed  to  the  pressure,  so  that  after  awhile  they  suffered  com- 
paratively but  little  inconvenience.  In  accordance  with  this  fact 
M.  Triger  {''Annales  de  ffi/gienp"  1845)  states  that  in  some  mining 
operations,  in  which  he  was  concerned,  he  subjected  individuals  to 
a  pressure  of  about  three  atmospheres,  and  altliough  they  suffered 
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pain  and  inconvenience  at  first,  they  soon  became  accustomed  to 
this  degree  of  condensation.  The  same  fact  was  observed  also,  as 
has  been  often  witnessed  in  the  diving-bell,  namely:  that  deaf  per- 
sons could  hear  very  distinctly  in  the  condensed  air,  and  in  some 
instances  could  hear  much  better  than  some  who  were  not  deaf. 

If  we  compare  these  effects  with  those  we  have  descril>ed  as  pro- 
duced by  greatly  diminished  pressure,  as  in  ascending  very  lofty 
mountains,  or  to  a  height  of  many  thousand  feet  in  balloons, 
namely:  vertigo  and  dizziness,  hiemorrhages  from  the  nose  and 
mouth,  breathlessness,  hurried  pulse,  and  quickened  respiration, 
etc.,  we  shall  find  that  the  dangers  and  inconveniences  experienced 
from  comjiressed  air,  to  the  extent  of  three  atmospheres,  are  far 
less  in  degree  than  diminished  pressure  to  the  same  amount.  It 
is,  however,  to  be  recollected  that  in  ascending  very  lofty  moun- 
tains, much  of  the  danger  and  inconvenience  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  conjoined  influence  of  muscular  action  and  a  rarified  atmos- 
phere, and  not  to  the  latter  alone;  inasmuch  as  balloonists,  in 
ascending  to  even  much  greater  heights,  do  not  often  suffer  in  an 
equal  degree;  and,  sometimes,  as  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Gi'een  and 
Rush,  who,  in  1838,  went  up  to  a  height  of  29,000  feet,  or  five 
miles,  the  suflTcring,  except  from  cold,  was  comparatively  slight. 
It  is  very  prssible,  however,  that  the  benumbing  effects  of  cold, 
which  was  very  considerable,  may  have  prevented  the  consciousness 
of  other  kinds  of  suff'ering.  Still  the  Abbe  Ferra,  who  lived  in  Italy, 
states  that  none  but  invalids  are  incommoded  in  ascending  Mt. 
-^tna.  Here,  however,  the  height  is  inconsiderable,  compared 
with  that  of  the  Himmalayas;  in  the  ascent  of  which,  all  travelers 
who  have  reached  the  top,  describe  the  physical  effects  as  very 
strongly  marked.  The  general  statement  will  doubtless  hold  true, 
that  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere  in  producing  morbid  sensa- 
tions or  conditions  of  bod}',  through  its  changes  of  weight,  unless 
they  are  very  great,  is  limited  in  extent,  and  usually  slight,  where 
the  individual  exposed  to  them  is  in  a  good  state  of  health;  the 
changes  being  usually  gradual,  giving  time  for  the  organs  to  adapt 
themselves  to  the  range  of  barometrical  variation;  and  that  it  is 
only  when  the}'  are  sudden  and  extreme,  that  any  injurious  conse- 
quences are  apt  to  follow.  A  sudden  alteration  of  balance  between 
the  external  and  internal  parts  of  the  body  would  necessarily  aff'ect 
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the  vascular  S3'stera,  and  derange  the  circulation,  which,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  is  regulated  by  mechanical  principles.  Common  obser- 
vations with  the  air-pump  and  cupping  glasses  show  how  readily 
these  vascular  textures  and  the  contained  fluids  yield  to  such  a 
change  of  balance,  and  it  is  not  therefore  strange  that  we  should 
find  haemorrhages  of  various  kinds,  especiall}'  in  persons  predis- 
posed to  them,  fi'om  a  sudden  fluctuation  in  the  weight  of  the 
atmosphere.  Indeed  meteorological  statistics  comijared  with  accu- 
rate meteorological  observations  lend  great  support  to  the  belief 
that  h£Emorrhages,  apoplexy  and  paralysis  are  more  liable  to  occur 
during  a  low  state  of  the  barometer  than  at  the  opposite  degree. 
It  has  been  noticed  that  highly  sensitive  and  nervous  persons  expe- 
rience a  change  in  their  sensations  and  feelings  upon  a  sudden 
alteration  in  the  weight  of  the  atmosphere,  which,  perhaps,  m^y  be 
a  compound  eftect  of  the  changes  in  the  circulation,  in  which  the 
sensorium,  the  lungs,  and  the  muscular  system  all  participate. 

But  to  return  to  the  subject  of  compressed  air  and  its  eff"ects  on 
the  hody.  Soon  after  the  publication  in  the  '■'■French  Annals 
Hygiene,"  (1844)  of  the  effects  above  described  as  observed  in 
mining  operations,  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  was 
drawn  more  particularly  to  it  as  a  remedial  agent  in  diflTerent 
diseases.  Amoug  others,  M.  Prnvas,  a  distinguished  French  phy- 
sician, made  many  experiments  and  observations  in  regard  to  the 
eff'ects  of  atmospheric  condensation,  and  published  two  elaborate 
Essays*  as  early  as  1841,  upon  the  subject,  which  have  been  trans- 
lated into  English,  and  published  in  London  some  two  or  three 
years  ago.  In  the  flrst  of  these  Essa3's  he  describes  the  good 
eS"ects  from  its  use,  associated  with  gymnastics,  in  the  treatment 
of  rickets,  strumous  and  spasmodic  alfections  and  catarrhal  deaf- 
ness. He  speaks,  also,  of  its  salutai'v  operation  in  weakness  of 
the  lungs,  by  its  nursing  their  vitalit}',  increasing  tiie  richness  of 
the  blood,  etc.  This  writer,  as  well  as  M.  Merat,f  has  directed 
attention  to  another  mode  of  applying  compressed  air,  namely: 
by  inhalation ;  which,  it  is  stated,  has  proved  very  beneficial  in 
diseases  of  the  organs  of  voice  from  relaxation  of  tissue  and  want 
of  tone  in  the  parts,  attended  with  more  or  less  congestion,  and 

*  Monioirc  sur  I'emplai  dii  bain  d'  air  comprime  so. 

t  "Diet,  iinivcr.  de  Mat.  Med.  et  de  Thcrap.  Gen."  (Supplement.) 
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accumulation  of  mucus;  the  period  of  inspiration  recommended 
being  from  one  to  three  hours  daily. 

In  consequence,  probably,  of  the  publication  of  the  works  above 
mentioned,  several  establishments  were  afterwards  opened  for  the 
treatment  of  disease  by  this  method,  especially  in  Germany,  as  at 
Berlin,  Leipsic  and  Stutti^ard,  and  durini^  the  last  ten  3'ears  at 
numerous  other  places  in  that  country.  Darino-  the  same  period 
the  German  medical  periodicals  have  been  much  occupied  witii  tiiis 
subject;  particularly  "Schmidt's  Jahr  Biicher,"  in  wiiieh  many  able 
articles  have  appeared  relating  to  it,  setting  forth  its  advantages 
as  well  as  disadvantages,  and  the  dangers  which  may  attend  it. 
In  the  same  journal  for  186^,  is  an  advertisement  by  a  mechanic, 
offering  to  furnish  a  complete  apparatus  for  compressing  air,  worked 
by  a  hand-pump,  for  the  price  of  two  hundred  dollars  and  upwards. 
Many  of  these,  I  am  informed,  have  been  sold  and  distributed 
throughout  tlie  kingdom,  and  are  i)robably  now  in  use.  The  treat- 
ment by  this  method  in  Europe  has  alwaj's  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
regular  faculty,  and  recognized  as  a  legitimate  and  scientific  mode 
of  practice.  In  1802,  when  in  L3-ons,  in  France,  I  found  an  exten- 
sive establishment  of  this  kind,  which  enio3-ed  a  wide-spread  repu- 
tation.   In  Paris  it  is  believed  there  are  several. 

The  history  of  the  treatment  of  disease  by  compressed  air  in 
this  country-,  so  lar  as  I  am  at  present  informed,  is  the  following: 
Some  six  or  seven  years  ago  an  uneducated  layman  got  up  an 
establishment  for  this  purpose  at  Ashawa,  C.  W.,  where  it  was  car- 
ried on  for  four  or  five  years,  with  varying  success;  whon  about 
two  years  since  it  was  removed  to  Toronto.  Here  it  came  under 
the  charge  of  a  Mr.  Ware,  also  a  lavman,  and  many  persons  were 
attracted  thither  for  treatment  for  a  year  or  two;  several  from  this 
city;  some  of  whom  represent  to  n  e  that  the}'  were  considerably 
benefited,  and  some  that  they  were  entirely  cured.  A  few  months 
since,  from  some  cause  the  establishment  was  broken  up,  and 
another  soon  after  was  opened  by  a  company-  as  a  joint-stock  oper- 
ation, in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  AVhile  in  Toronto,  as  I  am  incredibly' 
informed,  it  was  palrsnized  by  some  of  the  medical  fraternity  of 
the  college  at  that  place,  and  other  regular  meml)ers  of  tiie  profes- 
sion, who  sent  not  only  patients  thither  for  treatment,  but  also  in 
some  cases  members  of  their  own  families.    Since  the  establish- 
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ment  has  been  in  operation  at  Rochester  quite  a  large  number  of 
persons  have  undergone  the  treatment;  some  from  the  large  cities 
of  the  union,  and  several  from  Buffalo,  there  having  been  through 
the  last  summer  some  fifty  or  sixty,  who  were  trying  the  treatment 
at  tlie  same  time.  So  far,  I  believe,  it  has  been  entirely  in  charge 
of  practitioners  of  the  liora<i!ophathic  school;  and  at  no  time,  or 
in  an}-  place  in  the  United  States  has  the  treatment  by  compressed 
air,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  in  charge  of  regularly  educated  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession. 

A  wealthy  citizen  of  Buffalo,  subject  to  severe  attacks  of  spas- 
modic asthma,  having  experienced  decided  temporary  relief  at  the 
establishment  at  Rochester,  is  now  erecting  a  more  extensive  and 
complete  one  in  this  city,  probably  the  most  perfect  as  well  as 
extensive  ever  established  in  any  country,  partly  for  the  benefit  of 
the  treatment  in  his  own  case,  and  partly  as  a  pecuniar}^  invest- 
ment. This  is  to  contain,  in  addition  to  the  compressed  air  bath, 
the  usual  conveniences  for  h3-dropathic  treatment;  with  sulphur 
baths,  from  p  native  sulohur  spring  in  the  vicinity;  the  Turkish 
hot-air  bath,  etc.  It  is  to  be  hoped  it  may  be  placed  under  tl.e 
management  of  an  ivble,  scientific  practitioner. 

This  compressed  air-bath  will,  when  completed,  consist  essentially 
of  an  air-tight  room,  or  rooms,  made  hermetrically  tight  b}'  a  con- 
tinuous lining  of  sheet-iron ;  each  room  being  sufficiently  large  as 
to  accommodate  eight  or  ten  persons  at  the  same  time,  with  a  door 
for  entrance,  composed  mainl}'  of  thick  plate  glass,  and  the  pres- 
sure so  controlled  by  valves  as  to  be  easily  regulated  to  any  degree 
of  density  required.  The  air  is  to  be  forced  b}'  a  steam  engine 
througli  a  reservoir  of  pure  water,  which  is  being  constantly  re- 
newed, so  that  all  impurities  contained  in  the  atmosphere  will  be 
effectually  got  rid  of;  and  thus  it  will  enter  the  air-chamber  thro' 
a  tube  connected  therewith,  perfectly  i^ure;  whence  it  is  to  pass  off 
through  a  regulating  or  safety-valve,  constructed  like  those  con- 
nected with  ordinary  steam  engines,  by  a  weight  and  gauge,  self- 
regulated  to  any  degree  of  density  and  pressure  which  may  be 
thought  best.  The  amou  it  of  fresh  air  which  will  pass  through 
the  bath  will  vary  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  cubic  feet  per  minute, 
of  any  required  density,  varying  from  one  and  a  half  to  three 
atmospheres  or  more;  requiring  half  an  hour  to  raise  the  pressure 
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to  the  point  required,  and  the  same  period  to  remove  it;  the 
patient  remaining  in  the  air-chamber  two  hours  for  the  "tonicbath" 
of  70  =  F. ,  and  a  shorter  period  for  the  "  sioeating  bath"  of  100  * 
and  upwards. 

The  establishment  at  Rochester,  it  may  be  remarked,  is  con- 
structed after  a  similar  fashion,  and  as  the  patient  comes  out  of 
the  bath  one  or  two  p:iils  of  tepid  or  cold  water  are  dashed  over 
him,  and  he  is  then  briskly  rubbed  all  over  with  a  rough  bath- 
towel,  which  leaves  the  skin  in  a  soft,  pliable  condition,  and  with 
agreeable  sensations. 

Physiological  Effects. — For  such  knowledge  as  I  have  of  these,  I 
am  indebted  to  several  intelligent  persons  who  have  undergone 
the  treatment  both  at  Toronto  and  Rochester;  and  of  course  such 
knowledge  must  be,  to  a  very  considerable  degree,  imperfect,  lack- 
ing that  accuracy  and  definiteness  of  statement  so  necessary  in 
scientific  matters.  All,  however,  who  have  made  careful  observa- 
tions, testify  that  the  pulse  becomes  slower  and  fuller,  and  the 
respiration  also  c^ower;  while  there  is  a  general  feeling  of  strength, 
comfort  and  well-being,  while  they  remained  in  a  bath  of  from  20 
to  25  pounds  to  the  square  inch,  or  that  of  one  and  a  half  to  two 
atmospheres;  provided  the  temperature  was  not  much  above  that 
of  To  ~  F.  The  effects,  however,  vary  somewhat  in  different  indi- 
viduals. When  the  temperature  is  raised  to  90  *  and  above,  (and 
it  should  have  been  mentioned,  that  by  means  of  coils  of  steam- 
pipe  the  temperature  of  the  rooms  can  be  raised  to  an}-  required 
point,  though  I  have  met  with  no  one  who  has  entered  the  bath 
heated  above  114  '  F.)  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  it  proves 
powerfully  sudorific ;  the  water  pouring  in  streams  from  all  parts 
of  the  body,  and  from  the  head  and  face  so  coj^iousl}*  as  to  require 
the  constant  use  of  a  towel,  which  in  a  few  minutes  becomes  so 
saturated  as  to  require  to  be  wrung  out.  The  secretions,  gener- 
all\-,  particularl}- those  of  the  skin,  liver  and  kidneys,  are  increased, 
in  a  marked  degree,  both  by  the  tonic  and  the  sweating-bath; 
although  by  the  latter,  those  of  the  skin  in  a  vastly  increased  pro- 
portionate degree.  The  blood  is  powerfully  drawn  hy  it  to  the 
peripheral  parts  of  the  body,  the  veins  become  full  and  swollen; 
a  ringing,  painful  sensation  is  experienced  in  the  ears,  which  grad- 
ually becomes  lessened  as  the  pressure  is  increased,  and  usually 


EXTRACT  FROM  A  LECTURE,  BY  TUOF.  CHARLES  A.  LEE.  207 

returning  again  while  the  pressure  is  being  removed,  although  the 
urine  is  generally  copious,  it  is  higher  colored  than  natural,  while 
the  appetite  and  digestion  usually  undergo  a  marked  improvement. 
The  effects  of  the  "tonic"  and  "sweating-bath"  var}-,  however, 
ver}-  much,  and  also  in  different  individuals.  Some  represent  the 
muscular  strength  to  have  increased  from  the  first,  whether  either 
bath  was  emplo3'ed;  while  others  state  that  tlie  bath  of  90®  was 
followed  b}'  a  sense  of  weakness  and  exhaustion,  Avliich  it  took  a 
considerable  time  to  recover  from.  Some,  however,  who  have 
employed  the  Turkish  bath  (air  at  a  high  temperature,  with  sham- 
pooing,) state  that  they  exjDerienced  none  of  that  languor  and 
muscular  weakness  from  the  compressed  hot-air  bath,  which  usually 
attends  the  operation  of  the  former,  or  even  that  of  the  warm 
vapor,  or  hot-water  bath.  This  has  been  attributed  to  the  con- 
tinued current  of  pure  fresh  air,  containing  doable  the  quantity', 
or  more,  of  oxygen,  passing  every  moment  through  the  air-chamber. 
The  statements  of  Prof  Parke's,  in  his  excellent  work  on  "Mil- 
itary Hj'giene,"  (1865,)  in  regard  to  the  effects  of  compressed  air- 
baths,  vary  somewhat  from  the  above;  inasmuch,  as  he  says,  that 
evaporation  from  the  lungs  and  the  surface,  is  less  than  ordinarj- ; 
a  result  entirely  different  from  what  we  should,  reasoniag,  a  priori, 
expect. 

Curative  Effects. — Of  these,  also,  I  have  but  a  very  limited 
amount  of  knowledge,  knowing  the  physiological  effects,  we  might 
be  expected,  perhaps,  to  predicate  to  some  extent,  at  least,  what 
its  curative  influence  must  be  in  particular  forms  of  disease;  but 
we  know  too  little  in  regard  to  the  former  to  justify  us  in  arousing 
any  very  satisfactory  or  well-founded  conclusins  in  regard  to  the 
latter.  That  it  is  a  powerful  agent  for  good  or  evil,  according  to 
the  judgment  and  skill  with  which  it  is  managed,  there  can  be  no 
question.  There  is  too  much  reason  to  fear,  however,  that  as  it 
has  thus  far,  for  the  most  part,  in  this  country  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  uneducated  and  empirics,  unacquainted  both  with  physiol- 
ogy and  pathology,  it  has  been  the  means  of  accomplishing  more 
evil  than  good.  Indeed,  from  the  statements  of  those  who  have 
had  the  best  opportunities  of  observation,  and  have  daily  witnessed 
or  experienced  its  effects,  for  weeks  together,  it  has  been  so  varied 
VOL.  6,  NO.  6—27. 
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in  its  action,  under  apparently  similar  conditions,  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  classify  the  results,  even  in  the  most  general  manner. 

According  to  a  private  circular,  issued  from  the  Rochester  Insti-  | 
tution,  this  treatment  has  been  very  successful  in  both  acute  and  | 
chronic  rheumatism;  in  different  forms  of  dyspepsia;  in  conges-  ' 
tions  and  torpid  conditions  of  the  liver  and  spleen;  in  nervous  | 
affections  generally,  particularly  in  neuralgias  and  hypochondriasis 
and  nervous  prostration,  with  symptoms  of  threatened  insanity; 
in  anieuorrlia?a  and  retention  of  the  menses:  in  asthma  and  chronic 
bronchitis;  and  in  constipation  and  incipient  diseases  of  the  lungs,  j 
etc.    Some  of  the  cases  of  cures  reported,  especially  of  chronic  | 
rheumatism,  attended  with  contraction  of  the  limbs  and  deformity,  j 
are  so  remarkable,  as  to  border  almost  on  the  miraculous.    Ilea-  j 
soning  from  its  known  ph^'siological  effects,  we  should  be  inclined  ^ 
to  think  it  might  be  used  to  advantage  in  relieving  internal  inflam-  I 
mations  and  congestions,  such  as  engorgements  of  the  liver  and  ' 
spleen;  also  spasmodic  asthma,  and  other  affections,  characterized  ; 
by  undue  determinations  of  blood  to  particular  organs.    To  what 
degree  the  effects  v^'ould  he  permanent,  remains  for  future  observa-  | 
tions  to  settle;  and  on  this  much  of  its  real  therapeutic  value  must 
depend.    It  is  evident  that  under  a  pressure  of  two  atmospheres 
the  blood  must,  in  a  given  period  of  time,  be  brought  in  contact 
with  a  double  amount  of  ox3:gen,  and  that  this  must  exert  an  im- 
portant influence  upon  the  functions  of  sauguiuification,  nutrition,  : 
calorification,  secretion,  etc.    An  equal  proportion,  too,  of  car-  j 
bonic  acid  gas  would  escape  from  the  lungs,  and  thus  every  organ  j 
and  tissue  of  the  body  experience  a  more  profoundly  stimulating  | 
and  vitalizing  influence.    It  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  moreover,  I 
that  under  such  an  amount  of  pressure  the  capillary  circulation  j 
generally  would  be  more  active  and  perfect,  and  that  such  a  bath  i 
would  accomplish,  in  a  good  degree,  what  is  the  ordinary  effect  of 
exercise,  without  the  existence  or  fatigue  attending  it. 

It  is  now  nearly  forty  years  since  M.  Junall,  an  able  Parisian  \ 
practitioner,  devised  an  apparatus  by  which,  as  he  assures  us,  the  ' 
atmosphere  J  pressure  on  the  bod}^  may  be  increased  from  20,000 
pounds,  which  he  states  to  be  its  ordinary  amount,  to  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds.    This  he  calls  a  pneumatic  bath.    ^Ye  have  not 
the  means  at  hand  which  would  enable  us  to  describe  his  appara- 
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tus;  but  he  employed  it,  be  says,  witli  advantage  in  diseases  of 
the  chest  and  larynx,  in  anorexia,  scrofula,  marasmus,  certain 
forms  of  deafness,  and  diseases  of  the  skin,  arising  from  debility 
of  this  organ. 

The  profession  has  long  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  M. 
Junad's  boat  in  cases  of  slirinking,  or  dwindling  of  the  extremities, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  increasing  the  nutrition  of  the  affected  limb, 
and  with  the  best  results.  While  atmospheric  jjrfssftre  seems  to 
have  its  advocates  in  this  region,  in  tiie  treatment  of  diseases;  the 
opposite,  or  ^^pneumatic  occlusion,"  as  it  is  called,  is  com- 
ing in  fashion  among  the  Parisians.  The  distinguished  French 
Surgeon,  M.  Guorin,  lately  read  a  paper  before  the  "Academy  of 
Siciences"  in  Paris,  upon  the  use  of  an  apparatus  for  keeping  the 
skin  f ree  from  the  contact  of  air.  Ilis  plan  includes,  1st,  an  exhaust- 
ing air  pump;  2d,  vulcanized  caoutchous  "mufflers"  ('rJianc/iOMsJ  of 
suitable  form  for  the  parts  to  be  acted  upon.  The  opening  of  the 
envelope  has  a  diameter  about  two  centimetres  less  than  the  diam- 
eter of  the  surface  it  is  to  surround,  so  that  by  means  of  mod- 
erate elastic  pressure  all  communication  with  the  external  air  can 
be  cut  olf.  Each  muffler  is  furnished  with  one  or  more  india-rub- 
ber tubes  connecting  tlie  confined  spaces  with  the  receiver  of  the 
air  pump.  3d,  a  number  of  envelopes  made  of  some  permeable 
material  of  varying  thickness,  Avhich  are  to  be  placed  between  the 
impermeable  muffler  and  the  tegumentary  surface,  and  are  intend- 
ed to  facilitate  the  removal  of  vaporite,  by  air  pump.  If  the  hand, 
for  [example,  is  to  be  acted  upon,  it  is  first  enveloped  in  cotton- 
wool, then  placed  in  the  india-rnbber  muffler,  which  is  closed  by 
an  elastic  band  around  the  wrist.  The  tube  is  then  connected 
with  exhaustive  receiver,  so  that  when  the  tap  is  turned  a  vacuum 
is  formed,  and  the  enveloping  membrane  "glues"  itself  over  the 
surface,  and  maps  out  like  a  second  skin,  the  form  at  the  fingers,  and 
the  marks  upon  their  surfaces. 

The  idea  of  M.  Guorin  has  evidently  been  borrowed  from  M. 
Junad,  who  invented  the  imeunatic  boot,  to  which  reference  lias  been 
made,  and  which  is  so  highly  recommended  by  Brown-Seiju-ard,  and 
others.  That  M.  Guerin's  apparatus  would  be  very  effectual  caus- 
ing the  blood  to  be  forced  into  the  minute  capillaries  of  the  part 
subjected  to  tlie  treatment,  thus  favoring  nutrition,  there  can  be 
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no  doubt  whatever,  and  we  think  it  may  therefore  prove  efficacious 
especially  in  cases  of  muscular  atrophy  in  any  part  of  the  body. 
It  seems  rather  remarkable,  however,  that  exactly  opposite  proces- 
ses of  treatment,  viz :  increased  and  diminished  pressv/re,  should  ac- 
c  )mplish  the  same  tlierapeutical  effects.  But  when  we  consider 
that  both  tend  to  draw  the  blood  powerfully  to  the  peripheral  sur- 
faces, and  thus  relieve  internal  congestions,  the  mode  ©f  cure  is 
sufficient!}^  evident.  M.  Guorin's  apparatus  would  seem  to  be 
only  a  more  general  and  efficient  method  of  carrying  out  the 
principle  of  dry-cupping.  Tl^s  apparatus  has  been  employed  by 
Dr.  Brown-Sequard,  in  the  "Royal  Paralytic  and  Epileptic  Hos- 
pital" of  London,  as  well  as  in  his  private  practice,  with  the  most 
marked  success  in  similar  cases,  and  Dr.  Dewey  of  New  York, 
states,  {New  York  Journal  of  Medicine')  that  he  has  frequently  em- 
ployed it  in  jjaralysis,  especially  hemiplegia,  in  connection  with 
electricitj',  with  the  most  decided  benefit.  In  this  apparatus,  as  is 
generall}'  Avell  known,  the  air  is  exhausted  around  the  affected 
limb  by  a  small  pump  attached  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  boot, 
and  thus  the  blood  is  forcibly  driven  into  the  limb  by  atmospheric 
pressure,  resulting  in  its  rapid  nutrition  and  consequent  increase  of 
size.  Brown-Sequard  states  that  the  result  is  a  marked  increase  of 
muscular  irritabilitj^,  as  well  as  increase  of  the  nutritive  processes. 
Reasoning  from  analogy,  is  it  not  a  legitimate  conclusion  that  what 
takes  place  in  a  portion  of  the  body  from  atmospheric  pressure, 
may  also  occur  in  the  whole  bod}',  under  similar  conditions  ? 

These  suggestions  and  remarks,  gentlemen,  are  offered  rather  for 
the  purpose  of  stimulating  enquiry,  than  from  an}'  positive  value, 
which  I  am  disposed  to  attach  to  them.  The  subject  I  believe  is 
worthy  of  investigation  by  the  scientiric  members  of  our  profes- 
sion. The  practice  by  means  of  general  compressed  air-baths  has 
been  too  long  in  the  hands  of  empirics  and  irregular  practitioners. 
Scientific  and  legitimate  medicine  professes  to  appropriate  all  pos- 
itive means  of  cure-all  remedial  agents  calculated  to  relieve  human 
sutfei'ing  or  cure  disease.  Let  us  not  disdain  to  gather  knowledge, 
no  matter  from  wliat  source  it  may  come.  It  little  becomes  us,  as 
members  of  a  learned  and  liberal  profession,  to  refuse  to  enquire 
into  the  merits  of  any  particular  method  of  treatment  because  it 
has  been  employed  l>y  illiterate  men.    This  particular  remedy  of 
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compressed  air,  however,  as  we  have  seen,  was  first  introduced  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  world  by  men  distinguished  in  science,  and 
known  for  their  zeal  and  medical  knowledge.  In  this  country,  at 
least,  it  has  been  allowed  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  laymen  and  em- 
pirics. It  is  time  an  effort  should  be  made  to  rescue  it  from  such 
hands;  to  study  its  real  value;  to  investigate  more  completely  its 
effects;  and  thus  place  it  among  the  recoguized  resources  of  our 
art. 


ART.  II — Noles-on  a  case  of  Aphasia,  tvith  some  suggestions  towards 
a  new  hypothesis  in  regard  to  the  production  of  that  form  of  Paral- 
ysis. By  Joseph  G.  Richardsov,  M.  D.,  Union  Springs,  Cayuga 
county,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  S.  L.,  aged  51,  a  lady  of  nervous  temperament  and  active 
habits  who  had  been  married  for  thirty-two  3-ears,  and  was  the 
,  mother  of  four  children,  found  herself  one  morning  in  April,  1859, 
upon  awaking,  unable  to  speak  at  first,  but  after  some  minutes 
articulated  the  words  "can't  talk,"  and  from  that  moment  grad- 
ually recovered  her  speech  until  in  a  week  the  inability  had  disap- 
peared. In  three  days  more,  however,  another  and  similar  attack 
occurred,  accompanied  by  partial  hemiplegia  of  the  right  side, 
causing  her  to  drag  her  foot  when  she  attempted  to  walk,  which 
she  began  to  do  after  five  or  six  weeks;  during  the  time  she  was 
confined  to  her  bed  she  was  able  to  move  both  upper  and  lower 
extremity  to  some  extent,  but  complained  much  of  numbness  affect- 
ing them;  the  muscular  paralysis  graduallv  decreased  for  a  space 
of  three  years,  as  did  also  her  inability  to  articulate  words,  but 
she  'never  recovered  the  power  of  readinor  writinir  or  countino-; 
there  seemed  to  be  no  true  paral3-sis  of  the  organs  of  speech,  for 
she  told  her  friends  that  the  reason  she  could  not  talk  better  was 
that  she  could  not  think  of  the  words;  when  asked  a  question  she 
would  sometimes  rei)ly  "3'es,"  and  sometimes  "no,"  entirely  irre- 
spective of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  often  would  enunciate  one 
answer  after  the  otlier  repeatedly.  Upon  one  occasion  when  it 
became  important  to  iiave  iier  signature  to  a  deed,  it  was  obtained 
by  placing  before  her  a  slip  of  i)aper  ujjou  which  the  words  com- 
posing her  name  were  written,  when  she  copied  them  without 
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difficulty,  and  it  is  very  remarkable  that  this  signature  was  no  mere 
servile  imitation,  but  her  veritable  autograph,  with  all  the  peculiar- 
ities of  her  own  hand-writing,  indicating  that  what  she  herself 
declared  to  be  was  in  truth  her  sole  imperfection,  viz:  that  she 
could  not  I'omembcr  the  words. 

In  February,  18(53,  she  had  another  attack  similar  to  the  second 
above  mentioned,  which  confined  her  to  her  l)ed  for  about  a  month, 
during  which  time  she  comj)lained  much  of  numbness  and  suffered 
severe  headache,  but  was  able  to  move  her  arm  and  leg  to  some 
extent,  and  for  nearl^'^  six  months  from  this  time  she  had,  on  an 
average,  about  every  three  weeks  a  slight  attack  of  numbness, 
(affecting  always  the  right  side)  accompanied  by  severe  headache, 
which  lasted  from  twelve  to  forty-eight  hours  and  passed  off  under 
mild  treatment. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1865,  after  a  long  period  of  immunit}'  from 
these  seizures,  she  began  to  complain  of  the  customary  symptoms 
which  at  lirst  did  not  appear  to  be  more  severe  than  usual,  but  ^ 
graduall}'  passed  on  into  stupor  and  profound  coma;  after  remain- 
ing in  this  state  for  several  days  she  began  to  rally  and  regained 
partial  consciou  ncss,  but  with  her  right  arm  and  leg  completely 
paralyzed;  her  condition  improved  slightly  for  about  three  weeks, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  strength  commenced  to  fail,  and  on 
the  6th  of  September  death  took  place.  At  the  autopsy  made  the 
morning  after  her  decease  we  found  on  removing  the  calvarium  a 
marked  depression  in  the  substance  of  the  brain,  which  presented 
the  appearance  of  having  been  excavated  over  a  surface  of  about 
an  inch  in  diameter  immediately  above  the  termination  of  the 
fissure  of  Sylvius,  and  partly  involving  the  island  of  lieil;  it  was 
evidently  the  result  of  the  absorption  of  an  apoplectic  clot  whose 
place  was  filled  in  part  by  a  very  loose  cellular  tissue  coutainiug 
some  serous  fluid  in  its  folds.  The  anterior  margin  of  this  inden- 
tation was  about  2^  inches  from  the  anterior  corner  of  the  Centrum 
ovale  majus,  on  the  same  side,  measured  upon  the  surface  of  the 
convolutions,  and  the  distance  of  its  superior  margin  from  the 
edge  of  the  great  longitudinal  fissure  on  the  same  side  was  about 
2^  inches.  Further  incisions  into  the  substance  of  the  brain  exhib- 
ited no  evidence  of  softening,  although  man^'  of  the  arteries  at 
the  base  were  calcified,  especially  those  composing  the  circle  of 
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Willis.  In  the  left  thalamus  optici,  however,  there  was  a  recent 
clot  about  the  size  of  a  small  pea,  which  had  undoubtedly  been  the 
cause  of  her  last  fatal  attack. 

Examined  under  the  microscope  with  a  power  of  325  diam.  I 
found  the  tissue  filling  the  place  of  the  old  clot  to  be  composed  of 
fibrillos,  sometimes  iutcrlacang  and  sometimes  pardlel  formed  into 
bands  from  .005  to  .01  of  a  millinetre  in  diameter,  and  entangling 
some  compound  granules  and  a  few  crystals  of  hematoidine.  The 
surrounding  structure  was  nearly  healthy,  only  a  few  compound 
granules  being  observed  scattered  through  the  normal  tissue.  The 
clot  in  the  thalamus  optici  and  the  portions  of  circumjacent,  brain 
presented  the  usual  microscopical  appearances. 

The  theoiy  of  that  distinguished  French  academician,  M.  Broca, 
who  locates  the  group  of  mental  faculties  Avhich  Aphasia  involves 
in  the  third  frontal  convolution  of  the  left  side,  and  that  of  Dr. 
Dax  who  circumscribes  the  localization  still  more  closely,  both 
maintain  that  the  nerve  centre  presiding  over  these  functions  is 
single,  and  has  its  seat  in  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  cerebrum, 
without  an}'  corresponding  organ  in  the  right  side  of  the  brain, 
but  these  suppositions  although  partly  endorsed  by  even  such  high 
authorities  as  the  late  lamented  M.  Trosseau,  liave  been  recently 
contested  by  Prof.  Austin  Flint  of  Iiellcvue  Hospital,  New  York, 
and  are,  I  believe,  still  regarded  by  a  majority  of  the  profession  as 
suh  judice,  being  so  contrary  to  the  analogy  which  holds  almost 
without  exception  in  other  portions  of  the  human  frame. 

Mr.  James  Paget  in  that  inexhaustable  mine  of  thoughtful 
research  and  deduction,  his  work  on  Surgical  Pathology,  suggests 
that  every  idea  which  we  receive  is  recognized  by  its  producing 
some  infinitely  small,  but  positive  alteration  in  a  portion  of  the 
brain  substance,  and  that  the  faculty  of  remembering  depends  upon 
this  molecular  change  being  perpetuated  through  all  the  permuta- 
tions of  degeneration  and  repair  in  the  cerebral  tissue,  where  it 
has  occurred  so  that  the  mind  can  at  any  time  again  discover  it; 
the  mental  vision  recognizing  this  cicatrix,  as  it  were,  upon  the 
tablet  of  memory,  just  as  the  outward  e3-e  miglit  recollect  a  scar 
upon  the  visage  of  a  friend.  If  this  be  so,  were  it  not  more  in 
accordance  with  the  well  known  idios3-ncracies  of  nature  to  con- 
clude that  a  double  organ,  one  part  in  the  third  frontal  convolution 
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of  each  heruispbere,  exists  for  the  reception  of  impressions,  which 
in  health  supply  objective  phenomena  to  the  powers  lost  in  a  true 
fipbasia:  and  to  suppose  that  these  faculties  need  two  separate  and 
distinct  impressions,  like  those  of  a  Stereoscope  picture  which  must 
be  combined  into  a  single  image  by  an  effort  of  the  mind  for  their 
full  perfection;  in  othei-  words  that  as  the  sense  of  sight  requires 
binocular  vision  in  order  to  appreciate  the  qualities  of  relief  and 
rotundity,  so  the  faculty  of  memory  requires  the  compound  of  a 
double  impression  to  rec-ognize  the  attributes  of  mutual  depend- 
ence and  relation  in  the  constituent  of  numbers  and  words. 

On  this  hj'pothesis  it  is  evident  that  were  either  of  these  twin 
centres  overpowered  by  the  pressure  of  a  coagulum  that  single 
lesion  must  necessarily  destroy  the  integrity  of  the  faculties  lost 
in  such  cases  as  mine  above  detailed;  and  the  circumstance  that 
most  of  the  autopsies  reported  have  shown  effusion  into  the  con- 
volution just  referred  to  ma}-  be  accounted  for  by  the  well  known 
fact  that  the  left  side  of  the  body  is  weaker  and  more  susceptible 
to  disease  of  almost  anj-  kind  than  is  its  fellow. 


ART.  Ill — Abstract  of  Proceedings  of  tlie  Buffalo  Medical  Association. 

Tuesday  EtExixo,  December  4,  1866. 

Dr.  Gleason  in  the  Chair.  Present — Drs.  Samo,  Gay,  Smith, 
Gleasou,  iliuor,  Little,  Macke}',  Crony n,  Wyckoff  and  Johnson. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 

Du.  Gay's  treatment  of  gall  stones  bj' oleum  olive.  The  Doctor 
made  a  few  remarks  upon  the  importance  of  these  cases,  and 
reported  the  case  of  a  lady  40  years  of  age,  who  had  been  treated 
by  scTcral  ph3-sicians  of  high  repute,  without  relief.  Gave  her  at 
bedtime  oleum  olive  3viii.  Repeated  the  dose  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  soon  after  gave  an  ordinary  dose  of  oleum  ricini.  Evac- 
uation of  the  bowels  soon  followed,  when  several  small  gall  stones 
were  evacuated. 

Second  case.  A  man  from  Ohio,  suffering  ver}-  severely  from 
the  third  attack.  Gave  morphine  b}'  hypodermic  injection  to  allay 
the  pain.  Gave  at  bedtime  oleum  olive  §viii,  and  repeated  the 
dose  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  followed  by  podophjdlin  as  a 
cathartic.    Two  or  three  evacuations  of  the  bowels  followed,  when 
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39  or  40  small  gall  stones,  saturated  with  oil,  were  passed,  several 
of  which  were  presented  to  the  Association  for  examination. 

Dr.  G.  regards  the  above  the  best  method  of  ti'eatment  for  this 
troublesome  disease. 

Dr.  Miner  said,  tliat  to  say  that  the  substances  presented  by 
Dr.  Gay  are  true  biliary  calculi,  is  more  than  their  appearance  would 
warrant;  they  are  soft  and  pliable,  and  not  hard  like  gall 
stones.  Dr.  Gay  suggests  that  the  oil  is  almost  as  much  a  spe- 
cific in  this  disease,  as  sulphur  is  for  scabies  or  mercuiy  for  syph- 
ilis. It  is  a  lubricant,  slightl}'  cathartic,  and  probably  nothing 
more.  Such  concretions  as  these  before  us  often  form  in  the  intes- 
tinal canal  and  pass^  off  Avithout  the  aid  of  medicine,  that  they 
should  pass  off  M'itli  the  oil  is  not  remarkable.  It  is  not  clear  to 
me  that  they  were  removed  any  more  b}'  sweet  oil  than  they 
would  have  been  by  any  other  oil,  neither  is  it  probable  to  my 
mind  that  they  are  true  billiary  calculi,  but  if  it  should  even  be 
shown  that  they  are  of  such  nature,  I  am  still  unwilling  to  attrib- 
ute to  the  oil  any  special  influence  in  their  removal. 

Dr.  Gay:  I  do  not  consider  the  oil  cathartic.  In  the  cases 
mentioned  I  gave  a  cathartic  after  giving  the  oil.  In  the  second 
case  reported  the  patient  was  suffering  severely  from  the  third 
attack,  and  had  all  the  sj'raptoms  of  the  disease.  After  taking 
the  oil  he  passed  sixty  or  seventj^  of  these  gall  stones.  They 
looked  unlike  feces.  They  were  saturated  with  oil  and  softened; 
the  pain  witk  the  other  s^-mptoms  was  relieved  by  the  treatment. 
I  believe  that  this  will  become  the  treatment  for  gall  stones.  Have 
for  a  long  time  given  olive  oil  as  a  laxative  for  children,  but  found 
that  a  half  pint  was  not  laxative  in  the  cases  above  mentioned. 
I  report  these  cases  for  the  purpose  of  calling  out  remarks  from 
others. 

Dr.  Miner:  The  Doctor  speaks  as  confirmatory  of  what  he  has 
said  before,  that  the  jjain  and  other  s^-mptoms  subsided  after  the 
passage  of  the  "gall  stones."  I  have  always  considered  the  diag- 
nosis of  such  cases  very  doubtful,  until  the  concretions  which  had 
passed  the  billiary  duct  were  found,  and  if  pain  subsided  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  bowels  it  would  indicate  colic,  rather  than  pass- 
age of  billiaiy  calculi. 

VOL.  6,  NO.  G — 28. 
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Dr.  Gay  did  not  make  use  of  the  oil  on  the  authority  or  recom- 
mendation of  any  one.  "Would  ask  Dr.  Miner  if  he  had  any 
doubts  about  the  specimens  presented  being  true  gall  stones  ? 

Dr.  Miner:  I  have  doubts  about  their  being  true  gall  stones; 
they  appear  to  be  composed  of  cholesterine  and  fecal  matter, 
and  were  probably  formed  into  this  shape  in  the  intestinal  canal. 
Closer  investigation  should  be  made  before  they  are  pronounced 
true  biliary  calculi. 

Dr.  Miner  presented  ascirrhus  tumor  that  he  had  removed  from 
the  breast  of  a  woman  sixty  years  of  age,  and  remarked  that  it 
looks  and  feels  and  has  all  the  characteristics  of  a  cancer.  The 
only  remarkable  feature  about  it  is,  that  there  is  in  its  centre  a 
distinct  bone.  This  substance  has  been  carefull}'  examined  and  is 
undoubtedly  true  bone.  It  is  remarkable  that  we  should  have 
growth  of  bone  in  such  localit}-.  The  tumor  had  become  so  pain- 
ful and  burdensome  that  removal  became  necessar}-.  It  was  exter- 
nal to,  and  did  not  involve  the  mammary  gland,  but  had  crowded 
out  the  adjacent  tissues,  and  had  formed  for  itself  a  sort  of  cyst  as 
is  common  in  such  tumors.  I  believe  that  it  is  malignant,  and 
that  the  bone  was  developed  from  the  fibrous  structure  of  the 
tumor. 

Dr.  Cronvx  remarked  that  these  concretions  presented  by  Dr. 
Gay  are  not  astonishing,  and  to  all  appearance  are  such  as  are 
frequently  found  in  the  alimentary  canal,  and  probably  composed 
of  cholesterine  and  fecal  matter — quite  largely  of  the  latter.  The 
tumor  presented  by  Dr.  Miner  is  unusual,  perhaps,  yet  not  ver3^ 
strange.  Ovarian  tumors  have  been  found  to  contain  hairs  and 
other  substances  that  would  seem  quite  as  much  out  of  place. 
This  is  probably  a  malignant  growth,  and  the  metamorphoses  that 
was  the  cause  of  the  tumor  was  sufficient  to  produce  the  bone. 
The  subject  of  tumors  is  an  interesting  one,  because  of  their  great 
variet}',  cause  and  termination;  many  that  are  at  first  benign 
become  malignant,  others  presenting  in  a  single  tumor  three  or 
four  distinct  characters. 

Dr.  Mix:;k  said  that  the  question  of  change  from  benign  to 
malignant  disease,  was  still  an  open  one;  pathologists  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  agree  upon  this  point.  It  appeared  to  him  as  more 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  the  malignant  elements  of  tumors  were 
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not  discoverable  in  their  early  and  formative  stages,  than  that  they 
should  degenerate  into  malignant  growths  after  having  possessed 
only  the  benign  elements  for  a  considerable  period. 

The  point  of  interest  and  wonder  in  this  case  is,  that  a  malig- 
nant growth,  with  tendency  to  destroy  and  convert  all  adjoining- 
tissue  into  destructive  elements  like  itself,  should  yet  have  depart- 
ed from  its  usual  course,  and  allowed  the  formation  of  any  new 
structure,  and  especially  that  of  bone. 

Miscellaneous  business  being  in  order  Dr.  Miner  moved  that  the 
Treasurer  pay  to  the  Secretary  the  money  necessary  to  pay  the 
balance  on  the  stove  and  fixtures.  Carried. 

Considerable  informal  discussion  was  had  upon  the  propriety  of 
appointing  a  member  at  each  meeting  to  designate  a  subject  for 
discussion  at  the  next  regular  meeting,  and  prepare  himself  to 
lead  off  in  the  discussion.  All  agreed  that  this  course  will  add 
much  interest  to  the  meetings. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Cronyn,  Dr.  Miner  was  elected  to  initiate  the 
course  at  the  next  regular  meeting. 

Adjourned.  Tiios.  M.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 


Miscellaneous. 


On  the  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Consumption  by  Hygiene,  Climate 

and  Medicine. 


BY  J.  HENRY  BENNETT,  M.  D. 

In  my  younger  daj's  this  fatal  and  cruel  error  was  carried  to  an 
insane  extent  by  many  medical  practitioners,  as  it  still  is  in  most 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  especiall}^  in  Germany.  The  windows 
were  often  hermetically  shut,  and  paper  pasted  over  the  chinks. 
The  doors  were  made  double,  and  one  always  shut  before  the  other 
was  opened.  The  healthy  friends  of  a  patient  considered  it  a  pen- 
ance and  a  trial  to  have  to  remain  in  the  polluted  atmosphere 
"necessary"  for  the  miserable  sufferer,  and  often  paid  for  their 
devotion  by  the  loss  of  their  own  lives.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
wretched  patients  suffered  from  constant  suffocation  as  well  as 
from  a  steady  aggravation  of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease.  This 
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suffocation,  the  mere  result  of  want  of  pure  air,  was  called  dysp* 
mca,  and  treated  by  opiates  and  sedatives  instead  of  b}'  opening 
the  windows. 

All  ra}^  consumptive  patients,  whatever  tlie  stage  of  the  disease, 
live  night  and  day  in  a  pure  atmosphere,  obtained  by  allowing  a 
current  of  air  to  pass  constantly  through  the  room,  either  b}'  a 
more  or  less  open  window  and  open  fireplace,  or  by  a  door  opening 
on  a  well-ventilated  staircase  if  the  weather  docs  not  admit  of  the 
window  being  even  slightly  open.  Rational,  reasonal)le  ventila- 
tion is  not  encompassed,  however,  without  trouble  and  discrimina- 
tion for  human  l)eings  any  more  than  for  plants,  although  it  is  to 
be  accomplished.  Since  I  have  been  an  invalid  I  have  devoted 
mucli  time  and  study  to  horticulture,  and  have  had  former  convic- 
tions as  to  tlie  necessity  of  efficient  ventilation  thereb}'  confirmed. 
Plants  uncer  glass,  too  crowded  and  not  well  ventilated,  soon 
sicken,  wither,  and  die.  To  well  A^entilatc  them,  enough  and  not 
too  much,  require  constant  trouble,  attention,  and  good  sense  on 
the  part  of  the  gardener;  in  a  word,  exercise  of  both  judgment 
and  discrimination. 

Consumptive  patients  bear  ventilating  perfectly  well,  as  well  as 
healthy  people,  day  and  night.  The}'  neither  get  pleurisy  nor 
pneumonia,  nor  are  their  coughs  aggravated  by  breathing  pure, 
cool,  atmospheric  air  night  and  da}-;  whereas  all  these  evils  pursue 
those  wlio  are  shut  up,  as  arc  the  numerous  continental  patients 
whom  I  see  in  consultation  with  their  own  doctors  every  winter  at 
Mentone.  Moreover,  suffocation,  medically  called  dvspna'a,  is  all 
but  unknown,  even  in  the  latter  stages  of  the  disease,  to  those  who 
are  allowed  plenty  of  fresh,  cool  air.  It  soon  comes  on,  however, 
if  the  window  is  shut  and  the  room  becomes  close.  These  per- 
sons, accustomed  to  free  ventilation,  iriU  liave  more  air;  indeed,  I 
often  stand  aghast  at  the  amount  of  ventilation  such  patients,  prc- 
A'iously  freed  b}-  me  from  groundless  fears,  insist  on  having.  All 
who  have  damaged  lung-tissue,  unless  accustomed  b}-  long  habit 
to  a  close  atmospherCj  feel  more  or  less  oppression  in  a  confined 
atmosphere,  owing  to  the  diminished  field  of  their  resjjiration. 
A  concert  room,  a  theater,  a  close  chamber  at  night,  hr'in^  on 
d3'spntt'a  all  but  immediately.  This  I  have  learnt  from  personal 
experience,  and  thus  most  fully  can  I  sympathize  with  my  patients. 
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1  fully  admit,  however,  that  free  ventilation  without  dangerous 
draughts  is  difficult  to  attain,  and  that  it  is  much  more  easily  and 
safely  accomplished  in  a  southern  than  in  a  northern  climate. 

Before  I  leave  this  subject  I  would  draw  attention  to  the  ph3'si- 
ological  fact  that  tiie  lungs  are  made  to  breathe  cold  as  well  as 
warm  air — indeed,  air  of  any  temperature  from  zero  to  100  *  Fahr., 
just  as  the  face  is  jnade  to  bear  exposure  to  the  external  atmos- 
phere. How  could  the  lungs  be  protected? — if  they  required  pro- 
tection, which  they  do  not.  Domestic  animals  that  live  out  in  the 
open  air  winter  and  summer  are  freer  from  colds  than  those  tiiat 
live  in  warm  stables;  and  men  who  are  much  exposed,  and  con- 
stantly breathe  air  at  low  temperature,  are  less  liable  to  colds  and 
influenza  thaa  those  who  live  constantly*  in  warm  rooms.  All  who 
have  horses  are  aware  that  to  keep  a  stable  warm  is  the  surest  way 
for  the  inmates  to  suffer  from  constant  colds. 

I  may  mention  two  facts  that  aptly  illustrate  the  evils  of  defec- 
tive ventilation.  Some  years  ago  I  was  riding  in  tlie  lligliUinds  of 
Scotland  with  a  local  proprietor,  when  we  came  upon  a  village  of 
well-built  stone  houses  with  slate  roofs,  which  strongl}-  contrasted 
with  the  miserable  shanties  or  hovels  generally  met  with.  On  my 
complimenting  him  on  his  rebuilt  village,  he  told  me  that  he  had 
acted  for  tlie  bjst  in  erecting  these  good  weather-proof  houses  for 
his  tenants,  but  that,  singular  to  relate,  they  had  proved  more 
unhealthy  than  the  miserable  dwellings  -which  their  occupants  pre. 
viously  inhabited.  Fever  and  other  diseases  had  proved  rife  among 
the  latter.  On  examination,  I  found  that  the  windows  werd 
fastened,  and  never  opened;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  their  com- 
parative unhealthiness  was  in  reality'  owing  to  their  being  quite 
weather-tight,  and  consequently  unventilated.  In  the  miserable 
hovels  they  previously  inhabited,  if  tlie  rain  of  heaven  come  in,  so 
did  pure  air. 

The  other  fact  is  narrated  hy  Frof.  Hind  in  a  recent  interesting 
work  on  Labrador.  Consumption  appears  to  be  all  but  unknown 
to  tiie  natives  living  wild  in  the  fastnesses  of  this  desolate  region, 
in  tents  made  of  spruce  branches  imperfectly  lined  with  skins,  and 
more  or  less  open  on  all  sides  to  the  external  air;  altliough  they 
are  exposed  to  famine  and  every  species  of  liardship.  But  when 
these  same  natives  come  down  to  the  St.  Lawrence  to  take  a  part 
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in  the  fisheries,  occupy  well-built  houses,  and,  being  well  paid,  live 
in  comparative  luxury,  most  of  them  in  the  course  of  a  year  or 
two  become  consumptive  and  die  miserably.  I  am  fully  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  the  development  of  the  disease  under  these 
circumstances  is  the  result  of  their  living  in  close  houses  in  a 
vitiated  atmosphere,  as  it  no  doubt  is  in  our  own  towns. 

Attention  to  the  functions  of  the  skin  is,  I  consider,  next  in 
importance  to  attention  to  food  and  air — that  is,  to  digestion  and 
to  respiratory  nutrition.  The  skin  has  very  important  eliminatorv 
functions  to  perform.  It  is  by  excretion  through  its  pores  that 
the  economy  partly  throws  off  the  effete  or  used-up  carbonaceous 
and  nitrogenous  elements  of  the  system.  This  is  illustrated  by 
the  strong  odor  of  the  cutaneous  secretion  when  not  washed  off. 
Moreover,  the  skin  and  the  lungs  seem  partly  to  replace  each 
other  in  this  work  of  excretory  purification.  In  warm,  summer 
weather,  the  skin  and  liver  act  freely,  and  the  lungs  and  kidnej's 
are  comparatively  at  rest.  In  the  cold,  damp  weather  of  winter, 
the  pores  of  the  skin  are  closed,  and  it  rests,  the  lungs  and  kidneys 
taking  up  tlie  excretory  process.  Thence  probably  the  feverish 
colds  of  damp,  cold  weather.  The  blood  is  poisoned  with  the 
elements  that  the  closed  pores  of  the  skin  should  have  eliminated, 
which  occasions  the  fever;  whilst  the  lungs  often  succumb  to  the 
increased  duties  they  have  to  perform,  and  inflammatory  affections 
supervene.  Whatever  the  explanation,  the  fact  is  certain,  and  it 
is  now  well  established  that  the  best  mode  of  preserving  the  respi- 
ratory organs  from  winter  colds  is  to  keep  the  pores  of  the  skin 
open  by  the  use  of  cold  or  tepid  water,  combined  with  friction; 
or,  in  other  words,  to  keep  the  cutaneous  excretions  up  to  their 
normal  standard. 

Acting  in  accordance  with  this  view,  I  make  all  my  consumptive 
patients,  whatever  their  condition,  if  they  have  the  strength,  use 
a  sponge-bath  at  a  temperature  of  from  64°  to  68°  daily,  and  with 
the  greatest  possible  benefit.  I  neither  have  to  contend  with 
hemorrhage  or  chills,  nor  with  aggravation  of  the  cough,  but  quite 
the  contrary.  The  cold  sponge-bath  produces  in  nearly  every 
instance  a  feeling  of  indescribable  comfort,  and  lowers  the  pulse. 
The  contact  of  the  cold  water  may  accelerate  the  expectoration  of 
the  muco-pus  collected  during  the  night  in  the  bronchial  tubes, 
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bat  that  never  alarms  when  it  is  explained  that  such  a  result  is 
naturally  to  be  expected.  I  ra^'self  derived  the  greatest  possible 
comfort  and  benefit  from  cold  sponging  in  summer  in  the  open  air 
on  the  banks  of  a  Scotch  loch,  the  waters  of  which  were  at  60o ; 
and  that  when  I  was  ver}-  ill,  pulse  100,  and  skin  hot  and  feverish. 
This  gave  me  a  confidence  I  have  never  lost,  and  of  which  I  have 
never  had  reason  to  repent. 

The  question  of  exercise  is  an  important  one,  and  one  that 
requires  discussion  and  elucidation.  I  would  say  at  once  that, 
from  personal  experience  and  observation,  I  believe  it  is  a  great 
mistake  for  consumptive  patients  to  take  much  active  exercise. 
Every  winter  I  see  some  such  patients  walk  themselves  to  death. 
They  have  been  told  by  their  medical  attendants  at  hom.e  to  take 
exercise,  and  they  do  so,  thinking  that  what  gave  them  an  appe- 
tite and  did  them  good  when  well  will  do  so  now  when  they  are 
ill;  but  they  merely  walk  themselves  into  their  graves.  The  dis- 
ease from  which  they  are  suffering  is  one  of  debility.  The  strength 
of  former  days  has  gone  out  of  the  j'outh  and  of  the  man,  altho' 
perhaps  he  knows  it  not.  Or  the  strength  he  has  is  fictitious, 
unreal  strength,  the  result  of  a  febrile  condition,  of  a  state  of 
morbid  nervous  excitement.  So  he  walks  up  hill  and  down  dale, 
loses  his  appetite,  can  not  eat,  becomes  "bilious,"  is  dosed  for 
liver,  and  the  disease  progresses  rapidly.  Every  winter,  toward 
January  or  February,  some  invalids  consult  me  who  have  up  to 
that  time  taken  their  case  in  their  own  hands,  and  have  thus  walked 
from  breakfast  to  dinner,  with  the  healthy,  in  order  to  gain  strength. 
But  they  have  lost  it  indeed — have  become  paler  and  thinner;  and 
when  I  see  them,  I  find  that  they  have  lost  ground,  that  the  dis- 
ease has  gained  upon  them  since  they  arrived  in  the  autumn,  and 
that  they  are  decidedly  worse — all  fx'om  over-exercise. 

The  sound  rule  for  a  consumptive  patient  is  to  take  passive 
exercise,  not  active;  to  ride  in  an  open  carriage;  to  be  rowed  in  a 
boat;  to  sit  and  lie  hours  in  the  open  air;  to  live  with  windows 
open,  but  never  to  incur  great  muscular  exertion.  The  amount  of 
vital  power  in  such  cases  is  small.  If  it  is  too  freely  expended  in 
exercise,  there  is  not  enough  left  for  normal  digestion ;  food  is  im- 
perfectly assimilated,  nutrition  is  defective,  and  the  disease  pro- 
gresses. 
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A  singular,  but  explicable  fact  is,  that  during  the  existence  of 
activa  disease,  when  tubercles  are  forming  and  softening,  ver}'  often 
no  lassitude  is  felt  on  exertion.  But  when  the  disease  is  arrested, 
and  a  curative  process  has  been  set  up,  extreme  debility  and  lassi- 
tude may  be  experienced  and  complained  of,  lasting  for  months, 
or  even  3'ears.  I  felt  this  lassitude  for  five  years.  The  explana- 
tion is  simple.  As  I  have  already  stated,  in  active  disease  there 
may  be  a  false,  feverish  strength,  like  that  of  the  delirious  patient 
whom  it  takes  half  a  dozen  men  to  hold.  In  the  curative  stage, 
the  false  strength  is  gone;  the  real  condition  of  the  patient  comes 
to  light,  as  it  does  with  the  delirious  ijatient  when  the  delirium  is 
gone,  and  he  can  scarcely  lift  his  hand  from  the  bed. 

The  social  and  mental  hygienic  condition  favorable  to  the  treat- 
ment of  consumj^tion  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words.  Rest, 
repose,  the  absence  of  the  ordinary  duties,  cares,  harass,  and  wor- 
ries of  life.  To  obtain  these  is  difficult  in  the  social  medium  in 
which  the  disease  has  appeared.  Therefore,  the  duties  and  obliga- 
tions of  life  should  be  surrendered  for  a  time,  if  possible;  modi- 
fied, diminished,  if  not.  Those,  however,  have  the  best  chance  of 
arresting  the  progress  of  disease  who  can  escape  from  the  social 
medium  in  which  it  appeared.  To  do  this  it  is  alwa)'s  necessary 
to  make  great  sacrifices — sacrifices  wliich  many  can  not  make. 
But  those  who  can  must  remember  that  the  struggle  is  one,  not 
merel}'  for  a  higher  or  lower  stage  of  health,  but  for  life  itself. 

Medicinal  Treatment  of  Phthisis. — I  have  now  reached  the  most 
difficult  part  of  my  subject,  one  that  skill  affords  great  room  for 
difference  of  opinion,  even  if  the  premises  contained  in  the  previ- 
ous papers  are  admitted.  It  would  be  vain  to  endeavor  to  recon- 
cile the  confiicting  views  which  reign  in  the  profession  respecting 
the  therapeutics  of  phthisis,  so  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  state- 
ment of  the  conclusions  at  which  I  have  arrived  from  my  own 
personal  experience. 

As  that  experience  has  increase'],  I  have  graduall3^  arrived  at 
the  conviction  that  there  is  no  medicinal  panacea  for  pulmonary' 
tuberculosis,  an}'  more  than  for  an}'  other  form  of  tuberculosis. 
There  is  no  one  remedy,  in  my  opinion — no  one  drug  that  can  act 
as  an  antidote  to  this  morbid  diathesis;  neither  cod-liver  oil,  nor 
iodine,  nor  iron,  nor  the  preparations  of  phosphorus,  nor  any  other 
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pharmaceutical  agent.    Those  who  believe  that  there  is  such  an 
antidote  appear  to  me  to  ignore  the  very  nature  of  the  disease 
not  to'be  aware  that  it  is  merely  the  local  evidence  or  symptoms  of 
exhausted  vitality,  of  general  vital  decay,  a  mode  of  death  man- 
ifesting itself  as  to  the  result  of  worn-out  organic  power. 

Such  a  condition  is  not  to  be  remedied  by  physic,  but  mainly 
by  physiology,  with  physic  as  an  adjuvant,  a  handmaiden.  It  is 
ou\y  hy  removing  all  the  causes  that  are  depressing  life,  contrary 
to  the  healthy  development  of  the  functions  of  life,  and  by  placing 
the  suft'erer  in  the  most  favorable  hygienic  conditions  for  the  devel- 
opment of  his  organization,  that  we  can  hope  to  arrest  or  cure 
such  a  disease.  Here,  again,  horticultare  has  been  of  use  to  me. 
If  a  plant  is  failing  because  it  is  of  a  bad  stock,  or  because  it  is 
placed  in  conditions  of  air,  moisture,  sun,  shade,  or  soil,  unfavora- 
ble to  its  habits  and  nature,  it  is  not  hy  adding  this  manure  or 
that  to  the  soil  in  which  it  grows  that  it  can  be  restored  to  health. 
All  such  eft'orts  are  vain.  Its  nature  and  habits  must  be  studied, 
and  then  the  conditions  favorable  to  its  healthy  development  in 
every  respect  must  be  adopted.  Once  this  is  done,  a  favorable 
change  must  take  place,  provided  its  viLality  be  not  already  too 
depressed,  or  provided  disease  has  not  advanced  too  far  to  admit 
of  recovcf3-.  At  the  same  time,  well  chosen  manures,  the  addi- 
tion of  a  necessarj^  element  deficient  in  the  soil,  will  materially 
help  the  horticulturist. 

So  it  is  with  physic  in  phthisis.  Although  no  mei'e  drug  can 
give  new  life  to  a  decaying  organization,  can  arrest  and  cure  a  dis- 
ease in  itself  a  mere  symptom  of  such  decay,  an  enlightened  use 
of  medicinal  agencies  may  do  much  to  aid  improved  h3'gienic  con- 
ditions, iu  rousing  and  restoring  vitality,  and  in  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  disease.  There  are  many  stumbling  blocks  in  the  path  of 
consumptive  invalids,  many  conditions  of  disordered  functional 
activity,  which  render  the  most  hygienic  treatment  nugatory,  and 
which  physic  has  the  power  to  modify  and  remove.  Such  are  dis- 
ordered conditions  of  stomach,  liver,  and  intestines;  morbid  states 
of  innervation,  cerebral  and  spinal;  uterine,  vesical,  rectal  compli- 
cations, functional  or  local,  all  of  which  are  more  or  less  under 
the  influence  of  medicine. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  6—29. 
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To  meet  these  and  other  complications  we  have  numerous  and 
valuable  medicinal  agents  at  our  cnll ;  mineral  acids,  alkalies,  veg- 
etable bitters,  sedatives,  narcotics,  alteratives,  astringents,  all  of 
which  in  turn  do  good  service  in  the  hands  of  the  experienced 
physician.  There  are  few  stages  or  conditions  of  the  disease  in 
which  such  a  practitioner  does  not  find  an  important  indication, 
something  to  do  medicinally,  b^^  which  nature  and  hygiene  may  be 
assisted  in  their  operations.  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  physic,  and 
seldom  or  ever  leave  my  consumptive  patients  entirely  to  nature. 
I  firmly  believe  that  I  can  help  them  by  the  application  of  rational 
therapeutics,  and  try  to  do  so.  When  myself  a  consumptive  inva- 
lid, for  many  years  1  was  always  doing  something  in  the  way  of 
medicinal  treatment;  and  have  the  decided  conviction,  right  or 
■wrong,  that  I  increased  my  chance  of  recovering  by  thus  meeting 
the  varying  phases  of  my  own  case. 

Having  laid  down  on  a  broad  basis  the  principles  which  siiould, 
in  my  opinion,  regulate  th«  treatment  of  phthisis,  I  have  a  few 
words  to  say  on  some  of  the  therapeutical  agents  which  stand 
highest  in  the  professional  mind,  preeminent  among  which  is  cod- 
liver  oil. 

Prof.  Bennett,  of  Edinburgh,  first  introduced  this  agent  to  the 
profession  in  Great  Britain,  in  a  work  written,  ex profassio,  on  the 
subject  in  1842.  He  had  found  it  extensively  given  in  German}-; 
and  in  this  work  communicated  to  his  countr3'men  the  experience 
of  his  German  friends,  as  also  his  own.  A  few  years  later.  Dr. 
C.  J.  B.  AVilliams,  our  most  eminent  and  enlightened  thoracic 
pathologist,  gave  cod-liver  oil  the  sanction  of  his  great  experience. 
From  that  time  its  influence  in  favorably  modifying  nutrition,  and 
in  arresting  tuberculosis  in  the  lungs,  has  been  universally  acknowl- 
edged ;  so  that  now  it  has  become  the  great  remed}'  for  consump- 
tion, and  that  most  deservedly.  Some  of  our  American  brethren 
state  that,  since  its  general  use  in  phthisis,  the  mortality  from  the 
disease  has  sensibly  diminished,  and,  as  a  result,  that  the  general 
death-rate  i';  lower. 

The  qu'-  i\oa.  naturally  presents  itself,  if  cod  liver  oil  undoubt- 
edly exercises  a  beneficial  and  even  curative  influence  on  pulmo- 
nary tuberculosis,  why  and  how  does  it  2)roduce  this  eflfect?  Chem- 
ical analysis  of  fish-oil  does  not  give  a  clue,  for  the  amount  of 
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iodine  and  bromine  discovered  is  so  infinitesimal  that  we  can 
hardly  admit  that  theirs  is  the  potent  influence;  especially  when 
we  find  that,  administered  alone  in  these  or  even  in  larger  doses, 
the  therapeutical  efTect  is  not  produced.  To  discover  the  clue  we 
must  fall  back  upon  physiology. 

It  is  now  generally  admitted  by  physiologists  that  fatty  sub. 
stances,  if  not  absolutely  essential  to  digestion  and  nutrition, 
exercises  a  most  beneficial  influence  over  these  processes;  indeed, 
nature  appears  to  have  placed  facts  within  the  reach  of  man  all 
over  the  world,  and  to  have  implanted  instinctive  craving  for  them 
in  mankind.  In  northern  climates,  the  natives  consume  largely 
fish  oils  alone  or  with  their  food;  in  temperate  climates  butter  and 
meat  fats  take  their  place;  while  in  sub-tropical  regions,  vegetable 
oils,  such  as  olive  oil,  form  an  important  element  of  the  food ; 
even  in  the  tropics  there  is  the  palm  oil,  and  gee,  or  butter,  to 
satisfy  the  absolute  want  of  fatty  substances.  From  physiological 
requirements  to  those  of  the  morbid  condition  of  nutrition  which 
constitute  tuberculosis  there  is  only  a  step,  which  observation  has 
made.  It  has  been  long  remarked  that  in  these  morbid  conditions 
of  the  human  economy  a  larger  amount  of  fatty  nutritive  elements 
than  is  necessary'  for  food  becomes  a  means  of  restoring  nutrition 
to  a  more  healthy  state,  and  thus  that  these  become  positively 
therapeutical  agencies. 

If  this  view  of  the  action  of  cod-liver  oil  is  the  correct  one — if 
in  giving  it  we  are  merely  ministering,  in  an  exaggerated  degree 
for  therapeutical  purposes,  to  a  natural  health  requirement,  any 
fatty  substance  would  have  the  same  result.  Within  certain  limits 
I  believe  that  such  is  the  case ;  cream,  fat  meat,  vegetable  oils, 
bacon,  butter,  etc.,  all  answer  the  physiological  condition;  and  I 
invariably  give  them,  if  possible,  when  the  patient's  stomach  can 
not  bear  the  fish  oil.  But  T  also  believe  with  the  rest  of  the  pro- 
fession, that  the  fish  oil  is  the  best,  is  the  easiest  digested  and 
assimilated,  and  is  the  fat  to  which  the  stomach  gets  the  soonest 
reconciled,  and  which  it  can  take  the  longest.  I  mj'self  took  an 
ounce  and  a  half  a  day  for  five  ^-ears  without  intermission,  at  last 
with  pleasure,  and  always  with  benefit  to  the  digestive  processes. 
A  medical  friend  of  mine,  well  known  to  the  profession,  who  has, 
like  mj'self,  saved  his  life  by  the  combined  influence  of  hygiene, 
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climate,  and  physic,  could  never  take  cod-liver  oil;  "but  then," 
says  he,  "I  took  fabulous  quantities  of  butter  with  my  meals." 

It  is  a  known  and  admitted  fact  that  the  greater  number  of  those 
who  now  recover  from  phthisis  are  persons  who  have  taken  cod 
liver  oil.  This  fact  certainly  redounds  to  tlie  credit  of  the  remedy, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  those  only  can  take  it  in  whom 
the  digestive  organs  are  in  a  sound  condition  natarally,  or  in  whom 
they  have  been  restored  to  a  sound  condition  by  proper  medical 
treatment.  Women  in  whom  uterine  disease  sympathetically  pro- 
duces nausea  and  sickness — those  who  are  suffering  from  chronic 
d3-spepsia,  or  from  chronic  liver  or  kidney  disease — generally 
speaking,  can  not  take  the  fish  oil;  it  nauseates  them,  makes  them 
sick,  and  destroys  their  appetite,  as  often  as  do  all  fatty  substan- 
ces. Thus,  the  recovery  of  those  who  can,  and  do,  take  cod-liver 
oil  may  be  not  so  much  because  they  take  it  as  that  their  digestive 
system  is  sound,  and  that  they  can  take  and  digest  fat  and  plenty 
of  good  nourishing  food  besides.  On  the  other  hand,  those  who 
can  not  take  the  oil,  and  die,  may  die  not  so  much  because  they  do 
not  take  the  oil  remed}',  as  that  their  digestive  system  is  bad,  and 
can  not  be  restored  to  a  healthj-  state,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  food- 
cure. 

The  undoubted  improvement  of  the  majority  of  the  consumptive 
patients  who  can  take  cod-liver  oil  or  other  fats,  in  health,  in 
strength,  and  in  condition,  has  received  additional  and  most  valu- 
able explanation  and  confirmation  from  some  recent  interesting 
physiological  exijerimeots.  These  experiments  have  been  made 
during  the  last  year  b}'  Dr.  E.  Smith,  the  Rev.  Prof.  Haughton, 
Dr.  Frankland,  and  Professors  Fick  and  Wislicenn,  of  Zurich,  with 
a  view  to  arrive  at  a  clearer  notion  than  we  had  before  respecting 
the  strengtli  or  jjower  shown  or  spent  by  animated  beings.  They 
have  been  carried  on  under  the  influence  of  modern  views  respect- 
ing the  correlation  of  physical  forces,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  con- 
servation of  force,  and  of  the  equivalencj*  of  lieut  and  mec'.ianical 
force.  The  generally-received  ph3-siological  idea  of  nutrition  is, 
that  nitrogenous  or  albuminous  food,  b}'  the  process  of  assimila- 
tion, is  transformed  into  muscle  and  force;  whereas  carbonaceous, 
fatty,  amylaceous  food  is  burnt,  and  generates  animal  heat.  The 
experimentalists  whom  I  have  quoted  appear  to  have  satisfactorily 
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established  that  the  production  of  the  muscular  power  spent  by 
animals  and  man  is  not  so  much  to  be  attributed  to  the  assimula- 
tion  of  nitrogenous  food  as  to  the  slow  combustion  of  carbonace- 
ous food.  According  to  this  theory  the  formation  of  animal  heat 
by  the  combustion  of  carbon  is  attended  with  the  development  of 
"  force,"  of  which  the  muscles  may  jiossibly  be  only  the  instruments, 
not  the  producers. 

This  view  may  be  familiarly  explained  by  the  steam  engine;  the 
latter,  in  burning  coal,  does  not  only  produce  heat,  but  power — 
the  power  that  drags  the  train  along.  In  a  more  obscure  but 
equally  evident  manner  the  slow  combustion  of  food  in  the  i^ro- 
cesses  of  nutrition  is  attended  with  the  development,  not  only  of 
heat,  but  of  power — force.  If  the  above  views  are  correct,  it 
would  follow,  singular  as  the  statement  appears,  that  more  power 
or  strength  is  to  be  got  out  of  fat  than  out  of  meat  or  muscular 
tissue;  and  this  really  appears  to  be  the  case.  Tyrolese  chamois 
hunters  find  that  they  can  endure  greater  fatigue  on  beef  fat  than 
on  the  same  weight  of  lean  meat,  and,  accordinglj',  when  about  to 
absent  themselves  for  several  days  in  the  mountains,  they  take 
beef  fiit  with  them  instead  of  meat.  (See  Intellectual  Observer, 
July,  1866.) 

Thus  is  explained  the  craving  of  mankind  for  fatty  food,  and  for 
carbonaceous  food  generally.  Thus  is  illustrated  the  generally 
acknowledged  physiological  principle  that  man  is  omniverous,  and 
is  also  exolained  the  strength  of  the  rice  eating  Hindoo  and  of  the 
potato  eating  Irishman.  A  rational  dietary  is  evidently  the  one 
in  which  nitrogenous  and  carbonaceous  food  are  mingled  in  due 
proportion. 

Lastly,  we  may  safely  conclude  that  fats  are  not  "bilious" — bde 
producers,  as  popularly  believed ;  but  that  the  inability  to  digest 
them  is  merely  an  evidence  of  defective,  or  of  weak  and  easily 
disturbed,  digestive  powers.  The  great  majority  of  those  whose 
digestive  system  is  in  good  order  digest  fats  with  the  greatest 
ease,  and  that  in  large  quantities.  The  dislike  so  often  shown  to 
fat  by  persons  in  good  health  is  often  merely  a  result  of  educa- 
tion— of  mothers  most  foolishly  and  erroneously  picking  out  the 
fat  from  their  children's  food  in  early  life  "as  unwholesome  and 
bilious. " 
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Iodine  has  a  great  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis,  and  especially  scrofula,  which  may  be  said  to  be  al- 
most the  same  disease.  I  presume  this  reputation  is  a  deserved 
one;  ])ut  as  iodine  is  always  administered  conjoint!}'  with  a  gener- 
ous dietary,  and  with  hygienic  treatment  generall}',  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  form  an  estimate  as  to  its  real  value.  In  pulmonary 
phthisis  it  certainly  does  not  appear  to  me  to  exercise  much  influ- 
ence; and  as  it  is  apt  to  disorder  the  stomach  and  to  interfere  with 
the  a[)petite,  I  now  seldom  give  it  internally.  I  constantly,  how- 
ever, use  it  externally,  over  the  diseased  regions  of  the  lungs,  as  a 
counter-irritant,  and  to  promote  absorption  of  adhesions. 

Once  it  is  admitted  that  the  treatment  of  phthisis  ought  to  bo 
sthenic — invigorating,  not  antiphlogistic  or  debilitating — iron  and 
and  its  preparations  naturally  present  themselves  to  the  mind.  I 
have  often  administered  them,  and  I  bftlieve  with  benefit,  in  the 
stage  of  convalescence;  of  retrogression,  when  tubercle  is  no 
longer  deposited,  but  in  process  of  absorption  or  cretefaction ;  and 
when  the  period  of  debility  and  lassitude  supervenes.  I  have  also 
given  them  during  the  acute  stage,  but  I  think  without  beneficial 
result.  Indeed,  at  that  stage  they  appear  to  me,  like  iodine,  often 
to  disorder  the  stomach,  and  to  interfere  with  the  appetite  and  di- 
gestion. When  I  observe  this  under  any  modification,  I  at  once 
stop  the  remedy,  firmly  believing  that  food  is  of  more  value  than 
physic  if  the  choice  is  between  the  two.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact, 
that  no  physician  writing  on  chalybeate  or  iron  waters  recommend 
them  for  active  phthisis;  indeed,  the  opinion  that  they  are  danger- 
ous appears  to  prevail. 

Preparations  of  phosphorus,  and  especially  the  h^  pophosphites 
of  soda  and  lime,  were  introduced  by  Dr.  Churchill  some  ten  or 
twelve  years  ago  as  a  positive  remedy  for  pulmonary  phthisis. 
This  is  still  Dr.  Churchill's  belief;  and  I,  who  have  known  him 
from  earl}'  life,  am  convinced  that  he  is  sincere — that  he  really  be- 
lieves that  he  has  found  an  antidote,  a  remedy  for  pulmonary  con- 
sumption. The  subject  has  of  course  much  occupied  my  thoughts, 
and  during  the  last  seven  years  I  have  administered  the  drug  to  a 
large  proportion  of  those  whom  I  have  attended. 

Were  I  only  to  quote  tlie  successful  cases  that  I  have  had  under 
my  care,  the  cases  in  which  the  tubercular  disease  has  been  arrest- 
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ed  and  even  cured,  I  could  furnish  Dr.  Churchill  with  many  in- 
stances of  cure,  myself  included,  which  have  apparently  taken 
place  under  the  inQuence  of  the  hypophosphites,  as  they  were  long 
or  constantly  administered.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  quite 
as  many,  perhaps  more,  cases  of  death  to  narrate  in  patients  whose 
condition  admitted  of  recovery  from  the  extent  of  the  disease,  and 
who  pei'severingly  took  the  h3'pophosphites  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end. 

Were  the  preparations  of  phosphorus  given  really  an  antidote  to 
the  disease,  and  the  cause  of  the  recovery  in  the  first  class  of  cases, 
they  ought  to  have  cured  many  of  the  latter,  for  they  were  all 
placed  under  the  same  hygienic  and  social  conditions.  The  scru- 
tiny and  comparison  of  these  cases  of  success  and  non-success, 
however,  have  left  in  my  mind  the  conviction  that  the  different  re- 
sults obtained  are  to  be  explained  by  considerations  of  general 
pathology,  by  the  type  of  the  disease,  the  constitution  of  the  pa- 
tient, the  conditions  under  which  it  was  generated,  and  that  the 
patients  were  not  taking  a  remedy  that  had  the  power  to  control 
antecedents  and  conditions  unfavorable  to  recovery.  It  is  worthy 
also  of  remark,  that  I  have  always  administered  either  Dr.  Church- 
ill's own  preparations,  or  salts  furnished  by  his  own  manufacturer, 
so  that  there  is  a  certainty  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  drugs  used. 

Although  not  admitting  that  phosphorus  and  its  preparations 
are  an  antidote  to  pulmonary  phthisis,  for  I  have  seen  too  many 
cases  of  failure  to  be  able  to  admit  it,  I  believe  that  they  consti- 
tute a  valuable  medicine  in  asthenic  disease,  and  especially  in  tu- 
berculosis. Their  administration,  also,  is  quite  rational  physiolog- 
ically, and  I  may  say  also  agriculturall}-.  Phosphate  of  lime  is 
one  of  the  principal  elements  of  our  economy.  It  forms  the  bones, 
and  is  found  in  our  tissues,  and  especially  in  the  brain  and  ner- 
vous tissues.  It  is  sound  physiology  and  pathology  to  give  freely 
to  the  animal  system  in  food,  or  as  ph3-sic,  the  elements  of  which 
the  system  is  composed.  If  it  is  right  to  do  so  in  health,  it  is 
equally  so  in  disease.  In  tuberculosis,  observation  shows  that  it 
is  right  to  increase  the  usual  amount  of  fat  given  in  the  S3'stem, 
and  my  observation  seems  to  show  me  that  it  is  equally  right  to 
increase  the  amount  of  phosphates.  Phosphorus  is  only  contained 
in  limited  amount  in  our  food,  although  it  exists  in  so  large  a  pro- 
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portion  in  our  system.  Its  administration  in  a  disease  of  debility 
may,  in  ra^-  opinion,  be  compared  to  manuring  an  exhausted  field. 
If  corn  is  grown  several  years  in  succession  in  the  same 
soil,  the  crop  at  last  fails  for  want  of  phosphate  of  lime,  which  is 
necessary  to  form  the  grain.  Add  bone  dust,  or  phosphate  of 
lime,  and  the  corn  comes  up  vigorously,  and  the  grain  forms 
healthily  and  well.  It  is  in  this  sense  that  I  give  the  preparations 
of  phosphorus,  and  that  I  myself  took  them  for  five  years. 

The  above  views  must  have  gained  greater  credence  and  weight 
with  the  profession  than  is  generally  admitted,  for  I  seldom  am 
consulted  1)3-  a  new  patient  at  Mentone,  each  successive  winter, 
without  finding  that  he  or  she  has  been  taking  phospliorus  in  some 
shape  or  other,  and  that  when  their  prescriptions  are  signed  by 
the  heads  of  the  profession.  Indeed,  although  I  do  not  think  Dr. 
Churciiill  is  warranted  in  claiming  for  phosphorus  the  position 
which  he  gives  it  as  a  "  remedy,"  for  pulmonary  consumption,  I 
consider  that  the  thanks  of  the  profession  are  due  to  him  for  di- 
recting our  attention  to  a  valuable  therapeutic  agent  in  this  dread 
disease. 

In  a  sthenic,  or  strengthening  treatment,  such  as  I  describe,  in 
the  curable  stage  of  the  disease,  opiates  can  have  but  little  place. 
What  availeth  it  to  alia}-  irritation,  to  quiet  the  cough,  and  pro- 
cure sleep,  if  thereby  the  appetite  for  food  is  destroyed,  as  is 
usuall}-  the  case  the  day  after  an  opiate  night  draught?  Is  it  not 
better  that  the  patient  should  have  a  moderate  amount  of  distress 
and  discomfort  and  eat,  if  eating  is  life  and  fasting  death?  In  the 
latter  stages  of  disease,  when  all  hope  of  I'ecovery  is  gone,  and  it 
is  raerel^^  a  question  of  soothing  the  last  stage  of  life,  then  opiates 
become  an  inestimable  blessing  in  judicious  hands.  There  are, 
however,  other  sedatives — jDrussic  acid,  hyosc3'amus,  belladonna, 
conium — from  which  much  ease  ma^'  be  obtained  in  the  earlier 
stage  of  the  disease,  when  there  is  still  hope  of  recover^-. 

As  to  expectorants,  I  can  not  say  that  I  have  much  faith  or  reli- 
ance in  them.  If  muco-pus  is  abundantly  secreted,  it  is  better 
awaj',  and  nature  expels  it  b}-  the  natural  and  then  easy  process  of 
coughing.  When  secretion  diminishes,  as  it  does  as  the  disease 
diminishes,  and  the  patient  coughs  spasmodically  to  get  rid  of  a 
stick}^  tenacious  secretion,  which  causes  tickling  and  irritation,  I 
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do  not  see  what  good  is  done  by  loosening  it,  as  tlic  tcnu  is,  by 
squills,  etc.,  even  if  tliey  have  tlic  power  to  do  so,  wliicli  I  doubt. 
The  real  remedy  is  an  effort  of  strong  will  on  the  part  of  the  pa- 
tient to  repress  coughing  until  the  natural  action  of  the  bronchial 
villi  has  pushed  the  niuco-pus  into  the  larynx,  Avhencc  it  can  easily 
be  expelled.  Mj^  attention  was  first  drawn  by  Professor  Bennett 
to  the  fact  that  the  dry,  irritating  cough  for  which  expectorants 
are  generally  ordered  is  often  merely  the  result  of  positive  im- 
provement, and  is  best  left  alone. 

The  local  inflammations  of  pulmonary  tissues  around  softening 
tubercles,  the  local  pleurisies  which  are  the  result  of  tubercular  de- 
posits reaching  the  surface  of  the  lung,  are  no  doubt  benefitted  by 
counter-irritation — painting  the  (diest  with  caustic  iodine,  by  cro- 
ton  oil  liniments,  by  small  blisters,  etc.  ;  but  I  question  Avhether 
much  good  is  done  by  issues.  Indeed,  I  think  the  pain  and  annoy- 
ance often  counterbalance  all  the  good  done,  and  that  the  remedy 
is  out  of  all  measure  with  the  benefit  obtainable  by  its  employ- 
ment. The  inflammation  can  only  be  radically  cured  by  the  nat- 
ural subsidence  of  the  causes  of  internal  irritation,  which  the  coun- 
ter-irritation of  the  issue  does  not  in  the  least  control. 

A  volume  might  be  written  on  the  treatment  of  phthisis  accord- 
ing to  these  views;  but  I  propose  limiting  myself  to  the  above 
brief  general  exposition,  leaving  my  readers  to  fill  it  up  themselves. 
I  have  now  only  to  devote  a  page  or  two  to  the  consideration  of 
the  "results  of  treatment,"  and  I  shall  have  accomplished  my  self- 
imposed  task.  —  Cincinnati  Journal  of  Medicine. 


Extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  BuiTalo 
General  Hospital. 

Buffalo  General  Hosiutal,  ) 
December  31st,  18GG.  j" 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees: 
Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
Total  niimbor  of  Patients  treated  since  tlie  opening  of  the  Ilospital, 


,Tuly  15,  1858  2,894 

Number  as  per  last  annual  report  2,498 

Admitted  during  the  year   396 

Males,  329;  Females,  G7. 

In  IlospitalJanuary  1st,  1866   GO 
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NiiiiiIkt  oI'  piilii'iils  luiiler  IreaUiicrit  diiiin^^  the  year: 

Coiltily  r;ili(Ui(s   .   M5 

I'aying      do    <)6 

Discliargt'd  Soldieris  101 

Sailors   4!) 

Emigianls   18 

I'lce   47 

Niiiiibcr  of  Medical  caKcs,  321;  number  of  Surgical  cases,  135.   456 

Niimbor  of  Patients  (lis(  'iarj:cd  well  275 

"       "       "       relieved   89 

"       "       "       not  relieved   27 

"       "       "       dead   33 

 424 

Niindjor  of  I'atienls  remaining  Docciiiber  31st,  lS(i(i   32 

Males,  24  ;  Females,  8.  "  

Proportion  of  deaths  to  nnmlicr  of  Patients  treated,  7.2fi  per  cent. 

Average  number  of  day's  Patients  remaining  in  Hospital   35 


The  Hospital  has  beon  condiictGd  on  the  same  plan  as  the  previ- 
ous year,  and  it  has  been  the  endeavor  of  its  managers  to  keep  the 
standard  high  in  .all  respects.  Although  the  number  treated  ^ya3 
somewhat  smaller  than  during  the  last  year,  tlie  results  have  been 
equally  satisfactory'. 

High  prices  were  maintained  until  near  the  close  of  the  year, 
aud  arc  still  in  some  departments.  There  is  every  prospect,  how- 
ever, of  a  speedy  decline  in  prices,  and  no  doubt  the  expense  of 
maintaining  patients  the  ]U'esent  year  Avill  be  materially  less  than 
last. 

In  i)urchasing  for  the  Hospital  I  have  labored  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  lack  of  ready  money — some  bills  running  many  months 
l)efore  the}'  are  paid.  I  trust  the  present  year  will  see  the  Hospi- 
tal so  far  relieved  from  embarrassment  as  to  enable  your  buj'er  to 
tafi:e  advantage  of  low  prices  in  making  purchases.  By  so  doing 
the  cost  of  maintaining  the  institution  wonld  be  reduced,  and  we 
be  enabled  to  keep  private  patients  at  a  lower  rate,  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  adding  largely  to  their  number. 

The  expenditures  were  less  in  nearly  every  department  than 
during  the  previous  year,  the  large  exception  being  the  item  of 
buildings  aud  grounds  caused  hy  the  new  sewer,  aud  the  paving  of 
High  street.  But  for  this,  the  expenditures  would  not  have  been 
so  heavy  as  the  previous  year's  by  nearly^  eight  thousand  dollars. 

The  buildings  are  in  good  repair,  the  Hosj^ital  well  furnished, 
and  I  hope  to  see  our  number  of  iiatients  increased  during  the  3"ear. 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  arc  due  to  the  "Water  Company  for  the 
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free  use  of  their  hydrants,  and  could  a  valuation  be  put  upon  the 
privilege  the  amount  would  be  placed  in  the  list  of  donations. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Buffalo  Branch  of  the  Christi.an  Commission 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  to 
be  used  for  the  care  of  discharged  soldiers.  Of  this  fund  about 
five  hundred  dollars  remain. 

In  presenting  this  report  of  the  third  year  of  my  engagement,  I 
would  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  retiring  Board  of  Trustees 
for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  which,  personally  and  officially,  I 
have  always  received  at  their  hands.  To  the  members  of  the  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  staff,  and  their  representatives,  Drs.  Shurloy  and 
Petit,  the  resident  i)hysicians  of  the  past  year,  very  much  is  due 
for  the  present  efficiency  of  the  Hospital. 


Though  much  has  been  written  and  saiil  in  our  Society  niootings  and  in  the  med- 
ical journals  throughout  the  country,  upon  the  subject  of  specialties,  still  the  points 
in  controversy  remain  as  unsettled  as  ever — the  real  grounds  of  objection  or  favor 
are  yet  quite  frequently  misunderstood.  At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Erie 
County  Medical  Society,  a  proposition  was  introduced  with  the  view  of  obtaining 
the  sense  of  the  Society  upon  the  question  of  admitting  spciaUsis  to  membership, 
and  some  physicians  appeared  to  hold,  that  such  practice  is  objectionable  to  such 
a  degree,  as  to  constitute  in  itself  controlling  objection.  Tiic  question  was  waived, 
and  DO  action  taken  upon  it. 

That  a  physician  may  devote  his  attention  exclusively  to  any  of  the  various 
departments  of  medical  practice,  and  yet  hold  honorable  membership  in  the  profes- 
sion is  settled  beyond  all  controversy,  and  no  objection  can  be  urged  against  any 
one  who  thus  faithfully  devotes  his  attention  to  the  cure  of  special  disease ;  it  is 
not  only  unobjectionable,  but  praiseworthy  and  commendable. 

The  real  objection  which  may  with  great  reas«n  lie  urged  against  the  majority  of 
"specialists,"  so  calling  themselves,  con.tists  in  the  nnfouuded  claims  they  make  to 
special  qualification,  experience  and  success,  and  the  ofTonsive,  unprofessional, 
undignified  and  disgusting  manner  in  which  they  parade  their  pretentions  before 


Respectfully  submitted, 


WM.  C.  BAGLEY,  SuPEraNTENDENT. 
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the  public.  The  country  is  filled  with  young,  inexperienced,  often  uneducated  and 
ignorant  itinerant  practitioners,  some  of  whom  have  diplomas  from  respectable 
schools,  but  many,  possessing  only  bogus  titles,  and  all  alike,  practicing  the  cus- 
toms of  quacks.  From  this  army  of  opposition  and  imposition,  this  hetcrogenious 
mass  of  incapacity  and  dishonesty,  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  select 
any  true,  loyal,  high-minded,  worthy  members  of  an  honorable  profession.  The 
custom  of  newspaper  advertising  is  often  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  objec- 
tionable features  of  this  system  of  special  imposition,  but  it  is  only  a  small  item, 
necessary  te  make  up  the  sum  total  of  a  complete  imposter.  Upon  every  occasion 
and  in  all  places,  the  whole  thought  and  being  is  enveloped  by,  and  absorbed  in, 
the  controlling  aim  and  purpose  to  deceive,  and  an  honest  desire  to  know  the  truth 
and  practice  accordingly,  a  firm  purpose  to  render  a  just  equivalent,  and  to  speak 
truly,  never  intrudes  itself  into  the  aims  and  purposes  of  those  who  fill  the  columns 
of  the  daily  papers  with  these  offensive  and  absurd  advertisements.  It  is  not  the 
advertising,  which  renders  them  so  objectionable,  but  it  is  the  little  they  know,  and 
the  amount  they  pretend  ;  it  is  what  they  say,  and  think,  and  do  ;  it  is  what  they  arc 

If  a  physician  has  been  led  by  education,  inclination  or  accident,  to  choose  any 
department  of  medicine,  and  has  made  it  his  special  study,  directing  his  atten- 
tion and  observation  to  a  complete  knowledge  of  it,  he  may  rightfully  devote  him- 
self to  his  specialty,  but  it  is  propostorous  for  a  young  man  to  commence  his  pro- 
fessional life,  with  the  startling  announcement  to  the  public,  that  he  "pays  exclu- 
sive and  special  attention  to  and  is  thus  enabled  to  effect  the  most 

wonderful  results,"  when  in  truth,  the  general  practitioner  of  a  few  years"  expe- 
rience, knows  much  more  of  the  diseases  belonging  to  his  "specialty"  even,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  general  principles  of  medicine,  and  is  vastly  better  (jualified  to  man- 
age-diseases  not  only  of  that  class,  but  of  all  other  classes.  The  practice  of  spe- 
cialties in  this  country,  has  thus  far  proved  only  a  cunning  dodge  to  obtain  unde- 
Hcrved  distinction ;  and  in  all  countries  and  everywhere,  is  beset  by  temptations 
which  make  it  "  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle"  than  for  one  of 
these,  to  maintain  a  just  balance,  rendering  to  CiGsar  the  things  which  are  Caesar's. 
If  a  physician  practices  only  in  diseases  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  it  is  remarkable 
how  everybody  who  applies  to  him — all  who  come  under  his  observation,  come  also 
into  his  department.  Or,  if  the  diseases  of  womeu  receive  special  attention,  what 
an  astonishing  number  of  females  are  found  with  uterine  disturbances.  If  renal 
afr>.-ctions,  or  any  other  class  of  diseases  are  the  objects  of  exclusive  attention,  the 
exclusive  always  means  inclusive  ©f  everything  exclusive.  The  true  specialists  are 
those  only  who  have  shown  in  patient  study  and  by  long  practice  an  eminent  fitness 
for  special  diseases  or  important  trusts,  and  to  these  men  alone  cnn  be  safely  and 
prudently  entrusted  the  management  of  many  of  the  more  dangerous  aud  difficult 
cases  of  disease,  and  their  advice  should  be  obtained  upon  the  ground  of  special 
qualification  ;  they  are  the  true  specialists,  and  there  are  no  others. 

It  is  often  said  that  the  profession  arc  opposed  to  specialists,  but  this  is  not  true ; 
physicians  everywhere  respect  and  fellowship  those  who  have  advanced  the  science 
or  practice  of  medicine  or  surgery  in  any  of  its  departments.    Let  any  man  show 
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an  earnest,  consistent  devotion  to  medical  knowledge,  and  ho  is  respected  by  physi- 
cians the  world  over,  and  if  he  excels  in  any  respect,  his  excellence  is  acknowl- 
edged. We  have  learned  to  be  slow,  in  our  acknowledgments  of  merir,  that  we 
may  be  correct ;  but  we  have  always  been  ready,  too  ready,  to  listen  to  new  modes 
of  reasoning  and  new  plans  of  practice,  to  every  proposition  of  improvement.  A 
great  many  have  suffered  from  the  indifference  and  opposition  of  the  profession, 
suffered  from  adherance  to  the  truth,  from  disbelief  in  prevalent  opinions,  from 
desire  to  practice  according  to  the  "dictates  of  their  own  consciences,"  from  mis- 
representation, jealousy  and  envy,  have  indeed  become  perfect  through  suffering, 
and  now  announce  the  wonderful  results  of  the  simplest  operation,  or  the  marvel- 
lous efficiency  of  some  newly  discovered  compound  ;  and  humbly  seek  admission 
to  respectable  medical  society,  with  the  privilege  of  advertising  (?)  "Have  large 
families  and  could  not  expect  to  obtain  a  livelihood  with  so  many  established  phy- 
sicians without  advertising — no  other  way  to  get  their  names  before  the  public." 
It  is  not  much  moment  what  is  said  or  done  with  this  matter  of  what  we  shall  prae- 
tice,  admitted  or  not  admitted  to  fellowship,  holding  professional  credentials  or 
not  holding  them,  it  is  about  the  same  tiling  in  the  end.  The  greatest  concern  with 
us,  should  be,  that  we  are  not  quacks  ourselves,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  high- 
minded,  intelligent  physicians  practicing  otherwise  than  upon  the  strictest  prin- 
ciples of  professional  courtesy.  The  others  are  of  no  importance  one  way  or  the 
other,  they  serve  only  as  contrasts  by  which  the  real  men  of  the  profession  may 
be  better  known,  more  admired  andrespected.  I  have  sometimes  wondered  that  the 
notice  of  respectable  physicians  could  be  gained  by  the  unimportant  pretenders  who 
prate  and  rattle  upon  the  surface  with  such  pretentious  roar,  but  never  approach 
or  disturb  the  still  waters  of  professional  worth.  They  neither  add  or  subtract  froui 
human  knowledge,  and  may  safely  be  left  to  live  their  brief  period,  to  be  succeeded 
by  other  anomalies ;  for  though  they  mny  increase  and  multiply,  they  never  prop- 
agate their  own  species,  there  is  an  incessant  and  unending  change. 

Hospital  I']lkctiox.— The  annual  election  of  the  Buffalo  (Mineral  Hcspital  was 
held  yesterday  afternoon,  the  following  Trustees  being  elected:  Charles  E.  Clarke. 
Henry  Martin,  R.  D.  Sherman,  S.  G.  Cornell,  S.  (i.  Austin,  Geo.  S.  Ward  well, 
Jason  Parker,  Thos.  F.  llochester,  O.  G.  Steele.  The  annual  meeting  ot  the  As- 
sociation was  held  immediately  after  the  closing  of  the  polls,  when  the  annual  re- 
ports oi'  the  Treasurer  and  Superintendent  were  road. 

•  ^o-.  

AxNUAL  Mei';ti.\(!  ok  TiiK  Statu  Medical  Society. — The  Sixtieth  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  will  be  held  in  the  city 
of  Albany,  February  5th,  Gth  and  7th,  1807.  A  full  and  interesting  meeting  is 
confidently  expeclcd.  Wm.  H.  Bailey, 

Secretary. 

The  National  Publishini!  Compaxy  will  publish  a  work  by  lion.  Alexander 
H.  Stephens,  entitled  "A  History  of  the  Lale  War  between  the  States— tracing 
ils  origin,  causes  and  results."    This  work  will  ai)])ear  :il  an  early  date. 
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Medical  Juiis))ni<l('ricc.  By  Alfred  Swaiv  Taylor,  with  Noto.s  and  References 
to  American  Decisions,  \>y  Clement  PenroHC.  IMiiladelpliia:  IJenry  (/.  Lea, 
18CC. 

The  appearance  of  a  new  American  edition  of  tliis  worli  is  not  an  occasion  to 
speak  at  all  of  its  merits  or  defects,  since  the  intelligent  portion  of  the  profes- 
sion— all  that  portion,  at  least,  who  read  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal— are  sufiHcicntly  familiar  with  the  established  facts  of  its  standard  volume.  It 
is,  however,  an  occasion  to  speak  of  this,  and  similar  works,  and  to  urge  the  pro- 
fession to  a  higher  appreciation  of  their  practical  importance.  Whoever  carefully 
notices  medical  testimony  as  it  is  given,  not  unfrecjuently  in  the  courts  of  justice, 
will  see  the  neci'ssity  of  increased  attention  in  the  profession  to  legal  medicine. 
All  the  diflerent  brandies  of  medical  science,  anatomy,  physiology,  chemistry, 
surgery,  botany  and  jdiysics  lend  their  aid  to  the  requirements  and  proper  admin- 
istration of  law,  and  a  familiarity  with  their  correct  and  truthful  ajjplication,  in- 
creases the  usefulness  of  tlie  physician,  and  at  the  same  time  reflects  upon  them 
deserved  credit. 

This  edition  of  Taylor's  Medical  Jurisprudence  has  been  improved  in  many  re- 
spects; now  additions  have  been  made  in  the  articles  on  noxious  animal  food,  tri- 
chiniasis,  sexual  malformation,  insanity  as  affecting  civil  responsibility,  suicidal 
mania  and  suicide,  and  life  insurance.  Into  the  present  edition  Dr.  Penrose  has  al- 
so introduced  numerous  references  to  American  practice  and  decisions,  thus  greatly 
increasing  the  value  of  the  work,  at  least,  to  the  profession  of  this  country.  Some 
physicians  are  inclined  to  look  nj)on  medico-legal  practice  as  an  unimportant  an^ 
unnecessary  addition  to  their  professional  duties;  but  there  are  few  but  will  often 
find  themselves  in  situations  from  the  accidental  occurrence  of  cases,  where  it  is 
utterly  impossible  to  shift  the  resjjonsibility.  Neglect  of  reasonable  qualification 
is  liable  to  bring  public  censure,  will  certainly  meet  with  exposure  of  deficiencies, 
and  often  lead  to  punishment  of  the  innocent  or  acquittal  of  the  gnilly. 

This  woik,  as  now  presented  to  the  profession,  appears  to  lack  nothing  in  com- 
pleteness; is  full  and  wide  in  its  range  of  defects,  and  worthy  the  high  rank  it 
holds  as  a  standard  work. 

Provision  for  the  Insane  Poor  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Bv  Charles  A. 
Lke,  M.  D. 

This  is  a  very  able  paper  upon  the  subject  of  proper  care  of  the  insane  and  the 
advantages  of  the  "'Asylum  and  Cottage  plan''  over  other  and  moro  expensive 
arrangements,  such  as  are  now  generally  adopted  in  the  United  States.  This 
plan  consists  in  opening  a  home,  and  placing  it  under  the  care  of  a  "married 
couple  of  well-tried,  faithful,  skillful  attendants,  with  a  family  circle  of  convales- 
cents of  both  sexes."  A  great  many  other  plans  arc  described  and  their  merits 
discussed.  Prof.  Leo  has  given  groat  attention  to  the  subject,  and  for  years  both 
at  home  and  in  foreign  countries  has  been  observing  and  comparing  the  advanta- 
ges of  all  systems,  so  that  his  present  opinions  are  enlilled  to.  and  will  command 
the  highest  re.spect. 


KDITOUIAL. 


237 


Report  to  the  War  Deparlinont  upon  the  Provailing  Diseases  of  the  Diiitod  Stales, 
by  .1.  II.  Baxtki:,  M.  I).,  Surgeon  and  Brevet  ("Colonel  IT.  S.  Volunteers,  and 
('hief  Medical  Oflicer  I'rovost  Marshal  General's  Bureau. 

This  ro])ort  is  worthy  of  special  atttention;  it  is  leased  upon  data  probably 
more  comprehensive  and  full  than  any  other  Government  has  as  yet  furnished. 
We  have  exhibited  in  tabular  form  a  complete  view  of  the  physical  condition  of 
the  nation;  and  wlien  these  accumulated  facts  shall  have  been  fully  digested,  they 
will,  it  is  thought,  throw  much  light  upon  the  causes  of  many  of  the  more  com- 
mon diBea.<?es  of  mankind.  These  tables  are  168  in  number,  and  .show  facts  by 
rery  extensive  statistical  proof;  all  the  facts  which  could  be  g-iincd  from  examina- 
tion of  the  enlisted  and  drafted  men.  during  the  laic  war,  have  been  carefully  and 
appropriately  embodied  in  this  form,  and  thus  made  available  for  fiilure  use.  We 
have  no  sjiace  to  even  indicate  in  the  briefest  manner  flie  nature  and  extent  of 
this  report.  It  constitutes  a  large  volume,  and  furnishes  an  amount  of  statistical 
information  beyond  all  estimate  in  value  and  importance.  It  is  at  present  pub- 
lished only  in  the  Puljlic  Documents  of  the  War  Department,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  whatever  portions  of  it  can  be  made  available  for  medical  knowledge,  will  be 
furnished  the  profession  in  more  available  form.  Dr.  Ba.xtcr,  with  the  true  in" 
stincts  of  an  educated  physician,  has  not  forgotten  to  contribute  what  came  with- 
in his  reach  for  the  increase  of  medical  knowledge,  and  what  to  others  would  have 
appeared  only  as  the  dry  and  uninteresting  statistics  of  the  recruiting  business, 
under  his  nuxsterly  supervision,  show  ui)on  a  grand  scale  the  most  important  fads 
connected  with  the  physical  history  of  mankind.  The  War  Department,  the  med- 
ical profession,  and  the  public,  are  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  liim  since 
the  labor  of  this  report  is  immense,  and  its  value  is  in  proportion  to  the  work  of 
preparing  it. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  at  its  Seven- 
teenth Annual  Session. 

This  volume  comprises  the  report  of  the  proceedings;  reports  of  county  medical 
societies;  report  of  standing  committees;  catalogue;  constitution,  by-laws,  etc., etc. 
The  County  Society  reports  are  valuable  as  a  history  of  disease  in  the  State,  and 
many  of  them  are  very  well  written  and  instructive  papers.  One  communication 
was  received,  being  a  report  made  to  the  Alleghany  County  Medical  Society  by 
Dr.  A.  J.  Davis,  of  East  Liberty,  in  regard  to  an  abnormal  pregnancy  of  forty-nine 
years  duration.  This  case  is  remarkable,  and  will  appear  in  full  in  the  present 
or  next  number  of  our  journal. 

On  Excision  of  the  Superior  Maxilla — Report  of  a  case,  with  remarks  on  certain 
tumors  of  this  bone.  By  Wm.  R.  Wiiitkhkad,  M.  D.,  (Univ.  of  Paris)  formerly 
of  tho  New  York  Aledical  College. 

A  well  written  report  of  a  judiciously  planned,  skillfully  executed  operation  for 
removal  of  tumor  on  tho  superior  maxilla.  Tho  tumor  before  its  removal  and  tho 
girl  after  its  removal  are  represented,  showing  most  remarkable  results;  the  fea- 
tures are  perfect,  and  not  tho  least  appearance  of  deformity  is  visible.  Remark.s 
upon  tumors  in  this  vicinity  are  instructive,  and  the  whole  report  reflects  much 
credit  upon  the  author. 
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Aitkins'  Science  and  Tractico  of  Medicine. 

Wo  have  received  the  first  voluiue  of  this  work,  which,  when  conipleted,  will 
comprise  the  most  comproheiisive  range  of  topics  of  any  recent  treatise  upon  the 
practice  of  medicine.  Volume  two  is  nearly  ready,  and  will  contain  a  copious 
inde.v  to  both  volumes. 

The  title  to  this  work  indicates  somewhat  its  character;  the  science  of  medi- 
cine, evidently  jiroposes  a  fuller  consi(]oration  of  the  pathology  of  disease  and  the 
philosophy  of  cure  than  is  usually  attempted  in  our  text-books  on  the  practice  of 
medicine.  Within  the  last  few  months  the  department  of  practical  medicine  has 
been  advanced  by  the  publication  of  stardard  works  which  may  safely  be  followed 
in  the  treatment  of  disease.  Until  within  this  short  period  it  could  not  be  said 
that  any  such  standard  work  existed;  we  have  heretofore  believed  that,  whoever 
followed  faithfully  the  teachings  even  of  the  best  authors  in  practical  medicine, 
would  do  a  groat  deal  more  harm  than  good.  The  introduction  to  the  profession  of 
these  works  will  constitute  a  new  era  in  medical  practice. 

This  ciimprehonsivo  work  by  Aitkins  has  excellencies  which  at  present  wc  have 
not  space  to  suitably  notice,  and  when  the  2d  volume  reaches  us,  another  ojipor- 
tunity  will  be  jjresented  to  speak  of  its  merits  more  in  detail.  It  may  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  present  to  say,  that  this  work  will  constitute  in  itself  a  library  of 
practical  medicine,  and  should  find  a  place  in  the  office  of  every  practicing  physician. 

Jones  on  Nervous  Disorders. 

This  volume  contains  a  special  notice  of  the  nervous  disorders  usually  mentioned 
liy  authors,  with  lull  description  of  the  causes,  symptoms,  dilTerential  diagnosis, 
and  treatment.  The  author  writes  in  original  style,  and  has  views  and  opinions, 
which  we  have  no  doubt  are  peculiarly  his  own.  He  has  had  great  opportunity  to 
observe  and  treat  these  various  affections  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  his  opinions 
are  worthy  of  great  respect.  He  appears  to  entertain  a  profound  belief  in  the  al- 
most snprem;-  o.Ticacy  of  drugs,  and  his  illustrative  cases  show  that  the  author  be- 
lieves in  the  controlling  influence  of  medicine.  In  some  respects  the  work  seems 
of  former  date,  with  the  older  notions  of  disease  and  medicine,  while  in  others  it 
is  fully  up  t-o  the  most  recent  pathological  and  therapeutical  views.  This  book  U 
valuable  as  a  practical  guide,  and  consists  largely  of  illustrative  cases,  the  study 
of  which  are  exceedingly  instructiyO. 

Clinical  Lectures  by  Prof.  A.  Von  Gncfe,  on  Amblyopia  and  Amaurosis  and 
Extraction  of  Cataract.  Translated  from  the  German  by  Haskot  Derby,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  to  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  etc.,  etc. 

The  translator  has  conferred  a  real  favor  upon  the  profession  by  introducing  the 

author  to  the  American  medical  public.    A.  Von  Gr?cfe  is  unexcelled  in  his 

department,  and  has  enriched  the  science  of  ophthalmology  by  as  much  valuable 

discovery  as  any  man  in  this  department.    The  American  profession  will  take 

deep  interest  in  careful  perusal  of  this  translatioa.    Its  suggestions  would  bo 

copied  in  full  if  space  could  admit  of  such  notice.    The  tran.slation  was  made  for 

the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  the  pamphlet  is  published  from  the 

same  office,  David  Clapp  ifc  Son,  33i  Washington  street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Bowman's  Practical  Chemistry.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea,  1866. 

The  ai)plication  of  practical  chemistry  to  practical  medicine  is  becoming  every 
year  more  and  more  apparent,  and  a  text-book  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  physi- 
cian and  student  upon  practical  chemistry  will  be  received  with  favor.  This  is  a 
text-book  of  practical  chemistry,  with  over  one  hundred  illustrations,  and  emi- 
nently suited  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  designed.  We  have  not  space  to 
speak  of  its  merits  in  detail,  but  with  what  opportunity  has  been  afforded  for  ex- 
amination we  believe  it  possesses  unusual  attractions,  which  will  be  better  appre- 
ciated by  those  who  are  allowed  to  make  a  more  thorough  examination.  It  con- 
tains a  great  variety  of  chemical  facts  and  experiments;  is  beautifully  illustrated; 
has  copious  index,  and  full  glossary  of  medical  terms.  It  could  not  be  better,  or 
contain  more  in  its  present  size. 

Transactions  of  the  Vermont  Medical  Society. 

This  volume  contains  proceedings  of  the  Society;  address  of  the  President,  O. 
F.  Fassit,  M.  D. ;  statistics  of  diptheria  in  Vermont,  by  L.  Richmond,  51.  D. ; 
criminal  abortion,  by  Wm.  McGollum,  M.  D. ;  cerebro  spinal  meningitis,  by  B.  F. 
Ketchum,  M.  D. ;  morbus  coxarius,  by  Benjamin  Fairchild,  M.  D. ;  statistical 
tables,  by  C.  P.  Frost,  M.  D.,  and  some  other  reports  upon  local  matters.  We 
congratulate  the  profession  in  Vermont  upon  the  appearance  and  value  of  this 
volume,  which  is  highly  creditable  to  it.  The  treatment  of  morbus  coxarius  by 
Dr.  Fairchilds  is  so  remarkable  that  wo  shall  hereafter  give  it  a  fuller  notice. 

Notes  on  Epidemics,  for  the  Public,  by  Francis  Edmund  Axstie,  M.  D.,  F. 
H.  C.  P.    Philadelphia:    J.  B.  Lippencott  &  Co.,  1866. 

This  is  a  scientific,  beautifully  published,  little  volume,  designed  for  the  public; 
and  could  not  have  been  better  adapted  to  its  object.  While  it  is  within  the  com- 
prehension of  the  intelligent,  and  will  instruct  them  in  everything  of  which  it 
treats,  it  is  also  suitable  to  the  profession,  and  much  of  interest  and  importance 
will  _be  found  within  its  few  pages.  The  causes  of  disease,  its  prevention  and 
cure,  are  discussed  with  eminent  ability,  and  the  little  volume  contains  more  sense 
and  sound  reasoning  than  many  larger  works. 

A  Treatise  on  Vesico-Vaginal  Fistula.    By  M.  Scni'PPERT,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  of  the 
Ortho])scdie  Institute,  New  Orleans,  La. 

This  is  a  pamphlet  received  some  time  since,  which  has  received  no  full  notice 
for  want  of  space  to  do  it  justice.  It  is  a  monograph  upon  this  subject,  containing 
Definition,  Causes,  After  Treatment,  Cases,  History  of  the  Operation.  The  opera- 
tion is  beautifully  illustrated  in  its  various  stages,  vnd  many  useful  suggestions 
made.  The  paper  is  worthy  attentive  perusal  and  nothing  short  of  this  can  satisfy 
any  one  having  interest  in  this  operation. 

Physician's  Pocket  Record. 

We  have  received  from  the  office  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter, the  most  admirably  planned,  beautifully  bound  Pocket  Record  which  has 
yet  made  its  appearance.  The  table  of  contents  was  published  in  our  last  journal, 
so  that  all  who  desire  can  see  at  a  glance  how  much  maybe  comprised  in  a  pocket 
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record.    The  price  is  $1.50,  which  appears  to  us  as  vastly  below  the  publishing  I 
cost,  but  we  presume  deficiencies,  if  any.  will  be  made  up  by  increased  suliscrip- 
tion  to  the  Reporter,  a  weekly  journal  of  groat  merit.    Those  wishing  to  obtain 
copies  may  address,  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

] 

Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 


The  Renewal  of  Life — Lectures,  chiefly  Clinical.    By  Thomas  King  Chamljers, 
M.  B.,  Honorary  Physician  to  IL  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales.    Second  American 
from  the  fourth  London  edition.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 
For  sale  by  Theodore  Butler,  159  Main  street.    Price  $5. 

The  Functions  and  Disorders  of  the  Reproductive  Organs  in  Childhood,  Youth, 
Adult  Age  and  Advanced  Life,  considered  in  their  Physiological,  Social  and 
Moral  Relations.    By  William  Acton,  M.  R.  C.  S.    Second  American  from  the 
fourth  London  edition.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 
For  sale  by  Theodore  Butler,  159  Main  street.    Price  $.3. 

An  Index  of  Diseases  and  their  Treatment.  By  Thomas  Hawkes  Tanner,  M.  D., 
F.  L.  S.,  Meriber  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  etc.  Philadelphia: 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 

For  sale  by  Theodore  Butler,  159  Main  street.    Price  $3. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  vol.  17.  1866.  Notice  of  its 
contents  and  merits  will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 

Case  of  Luxation  of  Femur  into  Ischiatic  Notch,  of  nine  months'  standing, 
reduced  by  manipulation.  By  l/cwis  A.  Say  re,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  of  Bellevue 
Hospital,  etc.,  etc. 

Treatment  of  Fracture  of  the  Lower  Jaw  by  Interdental  Splints.  By  Thomas 
Brian  Gunning,  New  York. 

On  the  Inhalation  of  Atomized  Fluids.    By  H.  Beigel,  M.  D.,  L.  R.  C.  P. 

Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Wisconsin  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind,  October,  1866. 

Annual  Announcement  of  Lectures  in  the  Atlanta  Medical  College,  for  the  session 
of  1867,  with  a  Catalogue  of  Matriculates  in  1865-6. 


Commencement  Exercises  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  College. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  Medical  College  will  be  held  at  St.  James) 
Hall,  on  Tuesday  evening,  February  26th.  The  address  to  the  graduates  will  be 
given  by  Prof.  James  P.  AVhite.  Members  of  the  medical  profession  are  cordially 
invited  to  be  present.    Particulars  of  the  exercises  will  appear  in  our  next  journal. 
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ART.  I — History  of  Diphtheria  in  the  totvn  of  Hamhurgh  and  vicinity, 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  with  some  refections  relative  to  its  character, 
treatment,  etc.  Read  before  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  Jan- 
uary 8,  1867,  by  the  retiring  President,  George  Abbott,  M.  D. 

[PUBLISDED  BY  VOTE  OF  THE  SOCIETY.] 

In  an  address  like  the  present,  we  have  thought  it  not  advisable 
to  attempt  to  show  the  when,  where,  and  how  diphtheria  came  first 
to  attract  the  attention  of  observing  physicians,  or  the  success  at- 
tending the  varieties  of  treatment  adopted  for  its  relief,  as  that  and 
much  more  is  equally  within  the  reach  of  every  member  of  the 
Society.  Nor  is  it  advisable  we  should  attempt  a  rhetorical  display, 
for  before  me  are  many  who  could  eclipse  by  far  any  production  I 
might  have  the  honor  to  present.  We  hope,  however,  to  interest 
you  by  a  brief  recital  of  facts  and  incidents  connected  with  this  dis- 
ease, arising  in  my  own  practice  and  immediate  observation.  In 
medicine  facts  are  everything,  theory  nothing,  only  so  far  as  theory 
is  deduced  from  fact,  Jind  is  in  strict  accordance  therewith.  We 
will  describe  the  symptoms,  etc.,  of  only  some  of  the  typical  cases, 
denominating  them  as  case  1st,  2d,  and  so  on,  and  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  will  refer  the  others  to  these. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1859,  upon  the  heights  of  those 
beautiful  hills,  lying  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  to  the  south-east 
of  this  city,  called  "chestnut  ridge,"  and  some  five  miles  east  of 
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the  village  of  White's  Corners,  [Hamburgh]  two  j'oiing  ladies,  the 
Misses  Lockwood,  suddenly  sickened  and  died  with  what  was 
called  putrid  sore  throat.  Several  others  in  the  neighborhood 
sickened  in  a  similar  manner,  but  recovered.  I  am  told  by  one  of 
the  attending  ph3'sicians  that  these  cases  were  in  all  respects  iden- 
tical with  what  we  have  since  called  diphtheria. 

On  the  northern  slope  of  this  same  ridge,  near  its  foot,  some 
three  or  more  miles  from  Lockwood's,  and  about  the  same  distance 
from  White's  Corners,  is  the  Littlcfield  neighborhood,  in  which,  the 
last  of  this  same  month,  a  sore  throat  endemic  broke  out,  attack- 
ing first  on  the  I'Zth  September  Ella  C,  aged  6  years;  the  22d, 
Pruda  C.  an  adult;  the  23d,  Melissa,  and  the  24th,  Mary  C,> 
sisters,  aged  14  and  17;  the  20th,  Almon  C,  an  adult;  the  15th 
November  John  S.,  aged  14,  and  the  23d,  his  sister,  some  8  j-ears 
old. 

Each  of  these  cases  were  characterized  by  deep  red,  swollen  ton- 
sils and  throat,  with  enlarged  lymphatic  glands,  voice  more  or  less 
affected;  ash  colored  and  ulcerated  spots  on  tonsils,  from  which 
membrane  was  removed ;  in  one  case  a  piece  described  in  m}^  min- 
utes as  of  the  thickness  of  a  case-knife  blade,  1^  inches  long  by  f 
wide,  which  came  near  suffocating  the  patient  at  the  time  of  expul- 
sion. As  a  sequelse  in  two  cases,  there  was  some  difficulty  of  vision, 
and  in  a  third,  for  some  months  the  swallowing  of  liquids  would 
be  followed  with  their  frequent  return  through  the  nose.  These 
cases  occurred  within  the  area  of  ^  or  f  mile,  and  having  attended 
them  all,  I  know  them  to  have  been  veritable  diphtheria. 

It  is  said  in  the  spring  following  a  fatal  case  occurred  near  Bos- 
ton Corners,  in  the  family  of  Orrin  Lockwood ;  with  that  excep- 
tion, our  entire  section  of  country  enjoyed  a  complete  immunity 
from  this  terrible  scourge  until  the  spring  of  1861,  when  it  re- 
api^eared  in  the  Littlcfield  neighborhood,  slightly  at  White's  Cor' 
ners,  and  2l-  miles  below  in  the  Grossman  neighborhood. 

Case  1st. — March  2d,  1861,  was  called  to  see  Helen  L.,  aged  2^ 
years ;  had  b?en  slightly  sick  a  day  or  two,  is  very  j^alid  and  fee- 
ble, some  [luiu  through  sides  of  neck,  head  and  chest,  enlargement 
of  the  Ivaiphatic  glands  under  the  ears,  at  the  angle  of  the  jaws; 
neck  moderately  stiffened,  slight  soreness  of  throat,  and  tonsils 
swollen,  which,  with  the  fauces  are  redder  than  natural.    On  the 
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inner  posterior  surface  of  each  tonsil  is  a  patch  of  whitish  ash  col- 
ored membrane  the  size  of  a  dime ;  breath  fetid,  no  appetite,  and 
is  losing  flesh  and  strength  daily.*  She  had  just  returned  with  her 
parents  from  Dunkirk,  where  diphtheria  was  prevailing.  The  treat- 
ment consisted  constitutionally,  of  quinine,  iron  and  stimulants. 
Topically,  swabbing  the  throat  frequently  with  an  astringent  wash 
made  of  alum,  borax  and  honey,  and  cauterizing  the  throat  twice 
daily  with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  also  salt  pork 
bound  on  tlie  throat  exterHally;  diet,  milk  and  soups. 

Our  little  patient  becoming  especially  worse  at  the  end  of  the  third 
or  fourth  day,  we  rejected  the  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  substi- 
tuting a  very  careful  but  thorough  touching  of  the  membranous 
spots  with  solid  caustics.  Improvement  soon  commenced,  and 
she  was  discharged  convalescent  the  16th  day.  Thi-ee  weeks  after, 
she  was  taken  with  partial  strabismus,  severe  neuralgic  pains 
tlirough  her  back  and  limbs,  and  considerable  paralysis  of  the 
lower  extremities,  all  of  which  soon  yielded  to  a  liberal  use  of 
quinine  and  stimulants.  No  other  case  occurred  in  this  fixmily  or 
neighborhood  until  the  following  September. 

The  24th  of  March  Drs.  Smith  and  Nott  met  the  disease  in  the 
family  of  Frederick  Graham.  Amelia  G.,  aged  4,  was  puny  but 
playful  the  22d  and  23d,  was  taken  severely  ill  the  24th,  and  died 
the  evening  of  the  28th.  Her  brother  Lewis,  aged  ten  months, 
sickened  the  SOth,  and  died  on  the  sixth  day.  Julia,  aged  8,  and 
Matilda,  aged  6^,  complained  slightly  the  SOth,  and  were  taken 
severely  ill  the  first  of  April.  Matilda  died  on  the  12th,  Julia, 
after  three  weeks'  very  dangerous  illness,  recovered.  The  father 
and  mother  were  taken  sick  about  the  lllh  or  12th  April,  conval- 
esced in  about  ten  days.  The  morning  of  the  28th  a  sister,  Emma, 
aged  2  years,  was  taken  to  her  uncle  Harmon  Graham's,  more  than 
a  mile  and  a  half  north,  on  "Cooper  ridge."  She  was  taken  the 
first  of  April  and  died  the  14th.  Harmon's  son,  aged  2  years,  was 
taken  the  10th,  was  dangerously  sick  fourteen  or  fifteen  days  and 
recovered.  Harmon  and  his  wife  were  also  taken  soon  after,  and 
convalesced  about  the  tenth  day. 

*  The  expectoration  of  a  slimy,  tenacious  saliva  and  epistaxis,  though  not 
mentioned  in  this  case,  are  frequent  attendants.  The  latter,  especially,  mark 
severe  cases.  A  darkish,  black  or  black-mottled  appearance  of  the  membrane  is 
often  seen  in  the  severer  cases  and  augurs  badly. 
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On  the  14th  Theodore,  aged  20,  Caroline  aged  IG,  and  Hannah, 
aged  13,  brother  and  sisters  of  Frederick  and  Harmon,  were  taken; 
the  first  two  convalesced  about  the  eighth  day.  Hannali  was  more 
dangerousl}'  sick,  and  did  not  convalesce  under  twenty  days  or 
more.  There  were  fifteen  members  in  the  two  families,  thirteen 
of  whom  were  sick  as  above  stated,  four  dying.  The  exempted 
ones  were  two  grandmothers,  aged  about  55. 

I  was  called  to  this  family  on  the  loth,  and  found  the  living  and 
one  dead,  [Emma]  at  Harmon's  house;  nine  then  sick,  similar  to 
case  1st,  four  very  dangerously.  From  that  time  they  were  treated 
witii  full  doses  of  quinia,  carbonate  or  tr.  muriate  of  iron  and 
chlorate  of  potash;  topically,  gargles  of  alum,  sulphate  of  zinc, 
chlorate  of  potash  and  tr.  mur.  iron,  with  a  thorough  but  very 
careful  application  of  the  solid  caustic  to  the  affected  points,  with 
the  exception  of  Hannah,  whose  opposition  to  local  treatment  was 
so  great  that  it  was  neither  thorough  nor  persisted  in.  Her  case 
assumed  many  of  the  severer  sym[)toms  soon  to  be  described  in 
case  3d.  Her  nervous  system  was  much  debilitated  and  presb}'- 
opia  followed  as  a  sequela.  Harmon,  Theodore  and  Harmon's  son 
were  quite  afflicted  with  debility  and  derangement  of  the  nervous 
sj'stem  as  sequela,  but  recovered  promptly  under  the  use  of  quinia. 

On  the  16th  and  l7th  1  took  charge  of  the  families  of  John 
Spitler,  Jacob  Zimmerman,  Jacob  Dr3'er  and  others,  near  neighbors 
of  F.  Graham,  in  all  eight  children,  each  attacked  similar  to  case  1st; 
adopted  the  same  described  treatment,  and  all  promptl}^  recovered. 
It  is  a  noticeable  fact,  that  no  communication  was  had  between 
the  house  of  H.  Graham  and  his  neighbors,  and  no  other  cases 
occurred  in  that  neighborhood. 

Case  2d. — April  13th,  visited  Mrs.  Dinge3',  aged  about  50, 
recentl}'  from  a  vicinity  in  Canada  where  diphtheria  prevailed. 
Was  taken  like  case  1st,  except  less  enlargement  of  the  tonsils  and 
lymphatic  glands  in  the  neck.  There  was  marked  languor  and 
debility  of  the  nervous  S)-stem,  requiring  the  prompt  aduiiuistra- 
tion  of  quinine  and  stimulants.  Whenever  the  strength  of  the 
system  was  permitted  to  flag,  a  thin,  delicate,  gause-like  membrane 
would  spread  from  the  throat  over  the  roof  of  the  mouth.  The 
mucous  surfaces  underneath  this  membrane  have  a  slight  redness. 
To  these  shadows,  if  I  may  so  term  this  delicate  membrane,  solid 
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caustic  was  inapplicable;  astringent  washes  would  easily  accom- 
plish their  removal.  Within  three  days,  four  others  in  the  same 
house  were  taken  like  case  1st.  Under  similar  treatment  they 
recovered  in  ten  days. 

By  the  first  of  May  the  epidemic  had  entirely  disappeared,  and 
witli  the  exception  of  one  or  two  slight  cases  we  enjoyed  an  entire 
immunity  from  this  disease  until  the  following  September,  when  it 
again  appeared  in  the  Littleiield  neighlborhood,  at  Wiiite's  Corners 
and  at  North  Boston. 

On  the  4th  of  September  Dwight  L.,  aged  G,  and  on  the  19th  his 
mother,  were  taken  similar  to  case  1st.  Both  readily  submitted  to 
prompt  and  thorough  topical  treatment  with  solid  caustics. — 
Dwight  took  moderate  doses  of  quinia  and  tr.  mur.  iron,  and 
convalesced  in  some  two  weeks.  The  nervous  debility  of  the 
mother  was  much  like  that  of  ease  2d,  and  required  full  doses  of 
quinia,  iron  and  stimulants  to  l)ring  her  up, 

Case  3d. — Alice  L. ,  aged  8,  sister  of  Dwight's,  was  taken  on  the 
7th  of  September.  For  the  first  five  days  her  case  did  not  appear  as 
grave  as  liis;  indeed  it  was  a  mild  form  of  case  1st,  but  she  persist- 
ently and  successluUy  resisted  all  applications  to  the  tonsils  and 
pharynx,  not  even  gargling.  She  took  two  full  doses  of  quinia,  tr. 
mur.  iron  and  chlorate  of  potash,  still  the  disease  steadily  progressed, 
covering  the  tonsils  and  filling  the  throat  and  nostrils  witli  mem- 
brane. By  the  9th  day  the  tumefaction  of  the  sides  of  the  neck 
was  immense  and  extended  nearly  together  in  front,  and  across 
the  back.  The  capillary  circulation  failing  rapidl}',  purple  S23ecks 
and  spots  appeared  and  disappeared  over  the  limbs  and  body. — 
Pulse  irregular,  at  one  hour  perhaps  95,  and  another  120;  very 
restless  and  wandering  at  times;  breath  exceedingly  fetid  and 
loathsome,  respiration  irregular  and  difficult  on  account  of  the 
filling  up  of  the  throat  by  the  swollen  tonsils  and  membrane,  and 
death  came  to  her  relief  the  eleventh  day.  In  this  case  the  con- 
stitutional treatment  was  thorough,  while  the  topical  was  a  com- 
plete nullity. 

Mrs.  Sophia  A.,  aged  37,  naturally  robust,  lives  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  west,  visited  Alice  the  lYth.  On  the  19th  taken  like  case  1st. 
Treatment:  swab  and  gargle  with  preparations  of  alum,  tr.  mur. 
iron,  and  sulpli.  zinc.   For  nine  diiys  cauterized  tonsils  and  pharyn.x, 
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once  dail3^  On  account  of  a  strong  prejudice  against  it  took  only 
small  (loses  of  quinia  for  six  or  seven  days,  and  she  remained  ' 
thin  and  pale  and  debilitated  for  several  weeks.  A  free  cxhibi-  j 
tion  of  quinia  would  have  restored  her  usual  health  promptly. —  j 
The  28th  October  her  daughter,  aged  13,  and  the  12th  November  ; 
a  second  daughter,  aged  IG  months,  sickened  with  tlie  same  form,  i 
mildly.  Treatment:  caustics  and  gargles  only.  Convalesced  in  | 
five  days. 

October  1st,  Roena  C. ,  aged  10,  taken  like  case  1st,  save  it  was 
ushered  in  with  an  unusual  amount  of  high  fever,  chills  and  head-  \ 
ache;  was  seriously  ill.    In  less  than  twenty  minutes  after  thor- 
oughly cauterizing  the  spots,  the  apparently  high  fever  passed  off,  ] 
and  she  remained  cool  and  pale.    Repeated  the  cauterization  for  | 
six  days,  once  or  twice  dail3%  as  the  case  required.  Afterwards 
less  frequently;  gave  free  doses  of  quinia,  and  she  convalesced  the 
sixteenth  day. 

November  14th,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Littlefield,  relative  of  D.  S.  L.,  liv-  | 
ing  eighty  rods  west.  Her  husband  had  visited  the  sick,  but  she  ' 
had  not.  Is  a  slender,  nervous  woman,  taken  as  case  1st,  mod- 
ified with  less  tonsilar  and  glandular  enlargement,  which  is  a  com-  | 
mon  fact  in  adult  cases.  Treatment:  cauterized  twice  daily,  qui-  ! 
nine  and  stimulants.  Like  case  2d,  if  the  quinia  was  omitted  the  , 
S3'mptoms  returned.  Convalesced  in  eleven  or  twelve  days.  The 
26th,  Miss  Lucinda  L.,  an  adult,  taken  and  treated  like  case  2d,  ! 
convalesced  in  twelve  days.  i 

Case  4th.— The  29th,  Julia  R.  L.,  daughter  of  Mrs.  L.  B.  L..  i 
aged  0,  attacked  with  cutaneous  diphtheria.    First  appeared  on  j 
the  right  cheek,  as  small,  inflamed,  blistered  spots,  which,  when  ' 
broken,  discharged  a  yellowish,  irritating  water,  the  abraded  or 
blistered  surface  covered  Avith  a  whitish  membrane.    The  whole  ! 
cheek  and  skin  red,  swollen  and  inflamed.    The  glands  of  the 
neck  enlarged,  and  all  the  common  symptoms  of  diphtheria  pres-  | 
ent,  save  internal  membrane.    Treatment,  30  drojis  of  tr.  mur.  iron, 
daily,  and  an  occasional  dose  of  quinia.    Topically  we  applied  the 
solid  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  membranous  spots,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  immediately  dry  it  up,  and  abate  the  swelling 
and  inflammation  of  the  base.    Occasionally  it  would  re-inflame 
under  the  crust  and  crack  open,  requiring  a  repetition  of  the  treat- 
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ment.  Wc  experimented  somewhat  on  some  ol'  the  s[)ots  by  using 
dry  and  moist  tannin,  alum  and  other  astringents,  but  found  noth- 
ing that  would  compare  with  the  solid  caustic  in  power  to  control 
the  swelling  and  inflammation  and  spread  of  the  blisters.  She 
convalesced  in  two  weeks. 

December  15th,  Mrs.  Nancy  L.,  aged  09,  was  attacked  similar 
to  case  1st,  considerably  modified.  She  had  been  tapped  by  Dr. 
G.  N.  Burwell  of  this  city,  for  ascites,  forty-six  times  within 
twelve  years.  Has  had  a  sore  throat  several  times  of  late,  and 
to-day  has  also  headache,  feverishness  and  membrane  on  the  ton- 
sils. Used  caustics;  gave  quinia  liberally,  and  slie  soon  conval- 
esced. Two  children  in  the  family,  to  whom  I  administered  tr. 
mur.  iron,  and  an  occasional  dose  of  quinia,  as  a  propliylactic, 
escaped  any  attack. 

Case  5th. — December  10th,  Mrs.  John  K.,  aged  30,  living  a  mile 
east,  was  taken  suddenly  and  severely,  as  follows:  high  fever, 
acute  pain  throughout  the  system,  throat  very  red,  deglutition 
difficult,  (juite  a  nasal  twang  to  the  voice,  and  most  of  the  symp- 
toms belonging  to  case  1st.  The  right  pillar  and  anterior  of  the 
pallate  resembles  a  great,  well-filled  leach,  behind  this,  is  a  large 
strip  of  membrane  running  up  and  into  the  posterior  nares.  Treat- 
ment: caustics,  twice  daily;  gargles,  tr.  mur.  iron,  and  full  doses 
of  quinia.  Convalesced  in  ten  days.  The  l7th,  her  husband,  who 
acted  as  her  nurse,  was  similarly  taken;  took  a  thorough  sweat, 
applied  counter-irritants  to  the  throat  externally,  gargled  with 
iron,  etc.  ;  took  a  few  doses  of  quinia,  and  he  convalesced  soon. 
A  son,  3  years  old,  to  whom  we  gave  25  drops  tr.  mur.  iron,  dail}^, 
and  kept  from  the  sick  room,  though  with  his  mother  the  first  24 
hours  of  her  sickness,  did  not  contract  the  disease. 

The  17th  of  December  Mrs.  James  A.,  a  woman  of  frail  consti- 
tution, was  taken  similar  to  case  2d,  only  more  severely.  Her  son, 
a  lad  of  12,  had  frequently  visited  his  sick  aunt  and  cousins,  Mrs. 
E.  A.  and  daughters,  living  across  the  road ;  and  two  weeks  ago 
had  a  bad  sore  throat,  which  they  treated  topically  and  was  soon 
well.  Her  case  is  only  remarkable  for  being  complicated  the  tenth 
day  with  the  appearance  of  the  menses,  which  caused  a  grave  re- 
accession  of  the  symptoms,  demanding  an  unusual  amount  of 
quinia  and  stimulants.    Convalesced  about  the  eighteenth  da}'. 
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While  cauterizing  tlio  patches  I  accidentally  touched  some  healthy 
parts,  and  at  the  next  visit  found  them  covered  with  dense  mem- 
brane.   I  have  observed  like  results  in  other  and  similar  instances. 

The  .30th  and  .^Ist,  Abram  C.  and  wife,  aged  24  and  19,  were 
taken  like  case  .'jtli;  reside  one  mile  north.  Mrs.  C.  was  very  sick, 
pulse  ranging  from  130  to  145  for  ten  days.  She  had  a  young 
child,  which  was  permitted  to  nurse  her  some,  but  did  not  contract 
the  disease.  Perhaps  we  should  mention  with  these,  the  cases  of 
Mrs.  T.  C.  A.  and  family,  a  sister  of  L.  B.  L.'s,  though  living 
some  six  miles  distant,  and  the  family  of  a  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  L.  H., 
three  miles  distant.  No  cases  occurred  in  their  neighborhoods 
outside  of  their  families. 

North  Boston  is  a  thickly  settled  school  district  in  the  valley  of 
the  Eighteen  Mile  Creek,  near  the  termination  of  the  east  and 
west  Boston  hills,  four  miles  above  White's  Corners,  and  has  been 
rendered  illustrious  in  the  annals  of  medicine,  by  the  occurrence  of 
a  remarkable  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever,  some  years  since  described 
and  reported  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  by  l*rof.  Austin  Flint. 

The  present  epidemic  was  confined  exclusively  to  the  valley,  a 
mile  or  so  up  and  down  the  creek.  I  date  its  commencement  with 
the  sickness  and  death  of  Mary  Fix,  a  German  girl  of  ten  sum- 
mers, who,  with  several  others,  had  her  cars  pierced  about  the 
26th  of  September.  In  her  case  alone  an  erysipelatous  inflamma- 
tion followed,  extending  rapidly  from  the  left  ear  upon  the  side  of 
the  neck  and  front  of  the  chest.  I  found  her  on  the  29th  with  a 
highly  fevered  cheek,  very  white  lines  about  the  nose  and  mouth, 
furred  tongue,  pulse  140;  though  she  rose  from  her  l)cd  and  had  a 
bright  Qyc.  On  the  parts  described  was  an  apparently  blistered 
surface,  averaging  six  or  seven  inches  long,  by  two  or  three  wide, 
covered  with  a  dense  white  membrane,  upon  a  wide  spreading, 
angry,  inflamed  base.  They  assured  me  it  was  wholly  the  effect  of 
disease.  We  diagnosed  n  traumatic  er3'sipelas  of  malignant  type, 
and  prognosed  speedy  death,  unless  our  efforts  were  rigorously 
carried  out  and  remarkably  successful.  Suflice  it  to  sa}',  another 
physician,  summoned  i)revions  to,  but  coming  after  me,  prognosed 
favorable  results,  and  no  danger.  My  treatment  was  suspended, 
and  she  died  in  thirty  hours.  I  surmised  that  this  might  be  what 
Bretonneau  called  "  Cutaneous  Diphtheria,"  but  never  having  found 
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any  description  of  that  form  of  the  disease,  nor  seen  anything  of 
like  character  before,  I  was  unwilling  to  declare  such  a  diagnosis. 
Experience  and  experiments  have  since  conflrmed  me  in  the  belief 
that  it  was  a  case  of  genuine  cutaneous  diphtheria. 

The  day  following  Mary's  death,  her  mother  sickened  with  mild 
diphtheria;  convalesced  in  six  daj's.  The  15th  October  her  sister 
18  months  old,  was  taken  like  case  1st.  Adopted  the  topical  and 
tonic  treatment,  and  she  convalesced  in  ten  or  twelve  daj-s. 

I  was  told  that  Mary  L. ,  aged  13,  and  Miss  Calls ta  S. ,  aged  21, 
visited  Mary  F.  before  and  after  death,  both  sickened  within  three 
days  with  diphtheria,  and  died  in  about  a  week. 

The  11th  October  I  was  called  to  assist  Dr.  Davis,  an  excellent 
physician  of  the  town  of  Boston,  in  the  care  of  Miss  Cynthia  L.» 
aged  16,  sister  and  nurse  of  Mary  F.  She  sickened  the  8th,  simi- 
lar to  case  5th,  complicated  after  the  fifth  day,  with  cutaneous 
diphtheria.  The  Doctor  had  adopted  what  is  usually  called  a 
vigorous  topical  treatment,  to  wit:  cauterizing  the  throat  with  a 
solution  of  nitrate  argenti,  about  30  grains  to  the  oz. ,  and  constitu- 
tionally, had  exhibited  tr.  mur.  iron,  chlorate  of  potash,  Dover's 
powder,  etc. ;  still  the  disease  was  gaining  ground  rapidly.  We 
amended  by  substituting  the  solid  for  the  dissolved  caustic,  and 
adding  quinine  and  stimulants.  The  solid  caustic  was  applied 
thoroughly  to  the  cutaneous  difficulty,  leaving,  however,  daily  for 
experiment,  a  point  of  the  blister  not  larger  than  a  pin's  head 
untouched.  From  this  untouched  point  the  inflammation  and 
blister  would  spread  rapidly,  while  the  remainder  dried  immedi- 
ately up  and  healed  kindl3\    She  convalesced  the  fourteenth  day. 

By  the  Doctor's  courtesy  I  visited  Miss  S.,  mentioned  previ- 
ously. The  attack  was  similar  to  case  1st,  and  progressed  to  a 
rapid  fatality.  Also  visited  two  of  F.  Neste's  daughters,  in  one 
of  whom  the  right  meatus  auditorius  externus  was  lined  with  mem- 
brane ;  both  convalesced.  The  mother  and  the  girls  were  often  in 
to  see  Mary  Fix.  On  the  18th  and  19th  I  took  charge  of  three 
other  young  daughters  of  Mr.  Nestes,  attacked  like  case  1st, 
complicated  in  one  patient,  with  a  very  severe  cutaneous  diph- 
theria, contracted  in  a  small  wound  in  the  palm  of  the  hand.  It 
was  successfully  controlled  with  solid  caustic,  my  usual  treat- 
ment. All  convalesced  about  the  twelfth  day. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  7—32. 
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The  15tli,  Mrs.  C.  and  eldest  gi»l  attacked  mildly,  and  recovered 
witli  little  treatment.    TLe  lOtli,  L.  W.,  aged  3,  and  the  19th,  Miss  i 
Eunice  C,  aged  18,  very  severely.    These  were  similar  to  case  1st. 
Same  treatment,  and  recovered  in  twelve  or  fifteen  days.    Mr.  i 
Fix's  residence  was  a  hotel,  post  ollice,  grocery,  and  place  of  gen-  '.. 
eral  resort  for  all  the  neighborhood.    The  above  cases  were  his  \ 
immediate  neighbors.    About  the  same  time  it  broke  out  among  ] 
his  more  distant  neighbors,  and  witliiii  a  short  time  was  terribly 
prevalent  throughout  the  whole  district.    It  continued  to  rage  ' 
for  over  three  months,  attacking  56  of  its  100  children,  bearing  j 
13  of  them  to  the  grave.    Most  of  the  nurses  in  attendance  on  j 
the  sick  had  mild  attacks,  though  only  one  adult,  Miss  S.,  died.  ' 

The  1.5th  of  Sei)tembcr  it  appeared  at  Wiiite's  Corners,  in  the  ! 
person  of  Emegene  F.,  aged  5.    Her  attending  physician,  depair-  ' 
ing  of  her  life,  the  23d,  I  was  solicited  to  take  charge  of  her  case. 
Found  her  pale  and  bloodless  as  a  corpse;  pulse  120,  very  irregu- 
lar and  intermittent;  much  paralysis  of  the  palate,  nearly  destroy- 
ing her  speech,  and  seriously  impeding  her  respiration  and  deglu- 
tition.   The  mouth  and  nose  were  lined  with  membrane,  and  all 
the  symptoms  were  present  which  are  met  in  a  slightly  modified  i 
form  of  case  3d.    "We  injected  the  nose  and  fauces  with  strong 
astringents,  tr.   mur.  iron,  smarting  her  throat  severely.    We  ' 
gave  her  but  little,  chlorate  of  potash  promoting  diarrhoea,  it  was 
suspended.    Quinine  was  taken  and  borne  in  large  doses.    To  see  j 
the  steady  and  progressive  regulation  of  the  pulse,  as  the  sj-stem 
came  under  the  influence  of  that  powerful  tonic  was  wonderful.  ' 
Still  more   instructive   and   interesting  was   it  to   notice   the  j 
quick  return  of  its  irregularity  and  intermission  whenever  the  dose 
was  diminished.    By  astringent  injections  we  endeavored  to  keep 
the  membrane  well  condensed,  and  it  soon  began  to  be  dislodged. 
Her  slow  cnvalescence  was  attended  with  an  extension  of  the 
paralytic  sj'mptoms  to  the  entire  system,  from  which  she  in  time 
recovered.    We  attribute  her  salvation  to  the  judicious  adminis- 
tration of  that  inestimable  tonic,  quinia.    The  remainder  of  the 
treatment  w  is  too  trifling  to  be  aught  but  mild  auxiliaries. 

The  iTih,  Flora  and  Mai-y  L. ,  aged  8  and  G,  similar  to  case  1st. 
Treatment:  caustics,  quinia  and  iron  gargles.  Convalesced  in 
eight  or  ten  days.    October  10th,  George  B.,  aged  3.  Treatment: 
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quinia,  tr.  mur.  iron,  and  chlorate  of  potash,  The  topical  treat- 
ment was  very  hesitating  and  inefficient — almost  a  nullity.  The 
disease  progressed  similar  to  case  3d,  and  he  died  the  eighth  day. 
Also,  same  day,  three  young  children  of  Mr.  C.'s.  November  14tli, 
Josephine  S.,  aged  12,  and  George  L.,  aged  3.  These  last  simi- 
lar to  case  1st.  Cauterized  as  each  required.  Administered  gar- 
gles and  quinia,  and  ceuvalescence  followed  promptly.  There 
were  a  few  other  cases  in  the  village,  and  I  am  told  a  couple  of 
deaths.  The  last  of  October  it  is  said  to  have  made  its  appear- 
ance in  a  German  family  at  Big-tree  Corners,  four  miles  north  of 
White's  Corners. 

Case  Gth. — At  this  time,  Mary  C.,  aged  IG,  a  near  neighbor,  was 
lying  very  ill  with  typhoid  fever  of  fourteen  days.  Dr.  G.  F. 
Pratt,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  eminent  phj-sicians  of  Western 
New  York,  saw  her  in  consultation  the  1st  of  November,  pro- 
nounced it  an  uncomplicated  case  of  typhoid  fever,  with  an  excel- 
lent prosjiect  of  recovery.  At  5  o'clock  next  morning  the  attend- 
ants notice  some  hesitancy  in  her  swallowing.  At  11  A.  M.,  for 
the  first,  a  thin,  whitish  membrane  was  found  all  over  the  mouth. 
At  12.30,  it  was  thick  and  dense,  and  easily  removed  with  astrin- 
gent washes.  At  3  P.  M.  was  seen  by  Dr-  Pratt,  (his  second  con- 
sultation,) and  he  called  it  pure  diphtheritic  membrane.  She  sank 
rapidly  in  spite  of  the  most  strenuous  efforts,  and  died  at  11  P-  M. , 
just  eighteen  hours  after  the  first  intimation  of  a  diphtherial  com- 
plication. 

The  3d  of  December  it  again  appeared  on  the  creek,  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  above  Graliam's. 

Case  7th. — December  11th,  11  P.  M.  was  hastily  called  to  see 
Adam  F.,  aged  7.  Has  complained  of  sore  throat  for  eight  days 
and  breathed  croupy  for  three  nights.  Since  4  P.  M.  has  grown 
"hoarse  and  hard  to  breathe;"  breath  fetid,  sides  of  neck 
moderately  swollen,  tonsils  enlarged  and  covered  with  membrane; 
also  is  a  strip  of  the  same  one-half  inch  wide  in  the  posterior 
fauces,  extending  upwards  and  downwards  beyond  vision;  voice  a 
whisper;  cough  croupy;  pulse  122.  Treatment:  cauterized  the 
tonsils  and  pharynx;  swab  the  throat  every  three  hours  with  alum, 
vinegar  and  honey;  gargle  with  alum  and  iron  water  alternately; 
(piinia  and  chlorate  of  potash  full  doses,  croton  oil  and  turpentine 
exteinally  to  the  neck. 
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December  12th,  9th  da}'.  Rested  and  breathed  better  last  night 
than  any  night  previous.  Has  raised  many  pieces  of  membrane; 
one  shown  me  was  one.  third  by  three-fourths  of  an  inch  long  and 
thick  as  a  case-knife  blade;  tonsils  and  fauces  much  cleaner  and 
breath  sweeter,  but  voice  suppressed;  added  to  the  treatment 
inhalation  of  steam  of  salt  and  vinegar. 

December  1.3th. — Breathes  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  reaching 
about  and  seizing  the  bedding  for  help;  is  extremely  blue.  An 
effort  to  swab  the  larynx  with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of 
silver  relieves  the  breatliing  considerably.  7  P.  M. ;  has  rested 
well  through  the  day;  had  one  paroxysm  of  strangling  severely, 
which  was  relieved  by  expectoration  of  membrane;  cough  looser 
and  voice  more  audible  than  before  swabbing  the  larj-nx. 

Dec.  14th,  3  A.  M.,  11th  day.— -Sweats  profusel}-,  laboi'S  hard 
at  each  inspiration  and  expiration;  circulation  is  veiy  feeble; 
cannot  live  long  thus.  6  A.  M.  Tiie  brave  little  fellow,  unassist- 
ed, stood  between  his  father's  knees,  perfectly  motionless,  while  I 
opened  the  trachea.  He  breathed  easily,  was  immediately  com- 
fortable, and  remained  so  throughout  the  day.  The  trachea  was 
found  lined  with  membrane  full  one-half  line  in  thickness.  7  P.  M. 
Has  frequently  expectorated  portions  of  membrane,  requiring 
prompt  assistance  to  prevent  strangulation.  As  I  was  cleaning 
the  orifice  a  cough  was  excited,  which  expelled  several  pieces,  one 
of  which  caught  in  the  passage;  he  strangled,  and  before  its  re- 
moval could  be  effected,  was  dead.  It  ^jroved  to  be  near  the  half 
size  of  a  chestnut.  His  sister,  aged  18,  who  nursed  him  for  three 
days,  was  taken  severely,  and  his  mother  and  some  of  the  chil- 
dren, mildl}",  the  15th;  similar  to  case  1st.  Treated  them  with 
caustics,  gargles  and  quinia;  all  convalesced  in  from  four  to  nine 
days. 

During  the  sickness  Mrs.  F.  called  at  a  neighbor's,  and  some 
five  days  after  they  commenced  to  sicken,  one  after  the  other, 
until  seven  had  been  attacked,  all  similar  to  case  1st.  Same  treat- 
ment and  favorable  termination. 

For  two  or  three  years  following,  frequent  sporadic  cases  occur- 
red in  diff'erent  parts  of  the  town,  almost  wholly  confined  to  the 
changeable  portion  of  the  year.  A  history  of  its  development  and 
spread  in  some  families  would  be  especially  interesting,  but  time 
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will  not  permit.  As  an  epidemic  it  may  be  said  to  have  disap- 
peared with  the  winters  of  1561,  'G2  and  '63. 

"We  attempted  to  tabulate  some  200  cases,  but  time  has  not 
allowed  the  completion  of  only  the  first  160.  These  show  that 
September  has  furnished  me  13,  October  20,  November  14,  Decem- 
ber 30,  January  4,  February  1,  March  3,  April  23,  and  June  2 
cases. 

It  is  especially  noticeable  that  the  most  changeable  months  of 
the  3'ear  are  the  most  i)rolific  of  this  disease.  Damp  weather, 
accompanied  or  followed  with  bleak,  raw  air,  eminently  assists  its 
sjioradic  development  and  easy  propagation. 

The  cases  already  presented,  (and  we  have  many  others  equally 
as  pointed,)  certainly  warrant  us  in  believing  it  contagious;  not  to 
the  extent  or  degree  of  variola  or  rubeola,  but  more  like  that  of 
scarlatina,  with  M'hich  indeed  it  is  so  often  connected,  that  I  have 
frequently  called  them  twin-sisters.  The}^  impart  to  each  other  a 
degree  of  malignancy  sometimes  truly  dreadful. 

I  might  cite  many  instances  where  scarlatinous  diphtheria,  or 
diphtheria  with  a  rash,  desquamation  and  albuminuria,  has  devel- 
oped ordinary  diphtheria,  and  vice  versa,  but  will  mention  only 
one.  Hiram  W-,  near  Springville,  had  a  small  daughter,  who 
arose  apparently  well;  before  she  had  swallowed  anj^hing  com- 
menced vomiting  violently;  soon  broke  out  all  over  with  a  scarla- 
tinous rash;  glands  of  neck  swelled  rapidly,  tliroat  filled  with 
membrane  of  the  ulcerated  or  sloughy  character,  and  when  I  first 
saw  her,  at  3  F.  M. ,  was  unconscious  and  moribund.  Died  at  7 
P.  M.,  twelve  hours  from  apparent  healtli.  Four  days  after  a 
second  daughter  was  similarly  taken,  living  only  sixteen  hours. 
A  son  and  elder  daughter  were  taken  same  day,  and  the  mother 
the  day  after,  with  genuine  or  uncomplicated  diphtheria. 

The  disease  being  contagions,  it  must  have  a  period  of  incuba- 
tion. In  59  cases  we  have  been  able  to  approximate  closely  the 
day  of  exposure.  In  them  we  find  the  extremes  to  be  2  and  14 
days;  the  mean,  5f.  Of  those  under  20,  the  mean  is  4|;  over  20, 
1^  days.  In  one  instance  a  daugliter  sickened  34  days  after  the 
mother's  convalescence,  and  I  have  denominated  it  a  sporadic  case. 
I  am  confident  this  period  may  be  lengthened  and  the  attack  kept 
at  bay,  or  often  aborted  by  the  use  of  tr.  mur.  iron  and  quinia,  with 
proper  protection  against  the  changes  of  the  weather. 
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Of  those  attacked  2  years  old  and  under,  8  were  males  and  9 
females;  from  3  to  10,  25  males  and  50  females;  from  11  to  20, 
9  males  and  25  females;  over  20,  11  males  and  20  females.  Total, 
53  males  and  110  females.    The  male  cases  ending  in  recovery,  had 
an  average  continuance  of  7^  days,  ending  in  death  G  days,  while 
the  female  cases  recovering  averaged  10,  and  those  dying  9^  days. 
Of  the  fatal  cases,  5  males  and  4  females,  3  were  like  case  3d, 
received  constitutional  but  no  tojiical  treatment.    In  three  others 
the  topical  treatment,  to  wit:  swabbing,  gargling,   etc.,  to  be 
attended  to  by  the  nurses,  was  extremely  inefficient,  and  tlie 
morale  of  the  patient  thereby  so  reduced  that  I  could  make  but 
slight  topical  applications,  and  tliat  too  only  occasionally,  and 
would  have  abandoned  them  but  for  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
some  of  their  friends.    Of  the  remaining  three,  one — case  7 — died 
by  accident.    A  second,  when  first  seen,  had  been  croupy  for  sev- 
eral days,  and  the  mouth  was  filled  one-third  full  with  the  swollen 
tonsils  and  membrane.    Forty  hours  from  my  first  visit  he  was  in 
articulo  mortis.    T  was  entreated  to  try  the  experiment  of  opening 
the  trachea,  and  did  so.    The  little  fellow  was  immediately  re- 
stored to  consciousness,  and  lived  in  com2oarative  comfort  for 
twelve  or  fifteen  hours.    The  third  contracted  the  disease  from 
his  sister,  who  died  twelve  hours  from  her  attack,  with  scarlatina 
or  scarlatinous  diphtheria.    The  treatment  exercised  a  marked  miti- 
gation of  symptoms,  though  he  died  the  fifth  day. 

Case  6th,  is  introduced  and  described  as  essential  in  showing 
the  manner  in  which  this  disease  will  sometimes  engraft  itself 
upon  others;  but  being  of  no  value  in  the  table  of  diphtheritic 
mortalit}-,  it  is  not  placed  among  them. 

Above  the  age  of  three,  the  liability  of  females  as  compared 
with  males  to  contract  the  disease,  is  as  two  to  one.  Females 
being  so  much  more  exposed  to  the  contagion  in  their  attendance 
on  the  sick,  will  probably  account  for  their  greater  ratio  of  attack. 
The  chances  of  recovery  are  slightly  in  favor  of  the  males. — 
Eleven  are  reported  to  have  a  second  attack — two  within  three 
weeks  and  one  four  years  after.  Eleven  are  also  reported  as 
requiring  medical  assistance  for  paralytic  s^-mptoms,  varying  from 
moderate  nervous  debility  to  almost  idiotic  imbecilit3'. 

I  never  saw  a  case  presenting  tlie  persistent  .symptoms  of  diph- 
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theria,  but  membrane  would  be  found  upon  a  thorough  examina- 
tion; therefore  we  have  recognized  none  as  diphtheria,  without 
the  presence  of  membrane  and  an  affection  of  tlie  glandular  system. 
The  membrane  is  of  a  porus  texture  and  absorbs  the  effusion  of  the 
part  where  located,  and  being  within,  still  measurably  independent 
of  the  animal  economy,  it  speedily  undergoes  jjutrefaction,  and 
causes  an  intense  fetidity  of  the  breath,  and  rapid  poisoning  of 
the  blood.  I  liave  met  witli  it  from  the  thickness  of  the  thinest 
gauze,  like  that  now  shown  you,  from  tlie  buccal  mucous  mem- 
brane of  Miss  L.  L.,  in  18(il,  to  tiiat  of  "chunks,"  large  and  thick 
as  the  half  of  my  thumb,  like  this,  expelled  from  the  throat  of 
Miss  E.  F.  in  1801.  The  alcohol  in  which  it  is  preserved  has  con- 
densed it  to  less  than  one-eighth  its  original  size.  Caustics  and 
astringents  operate  upon  it  in  like  manner,  and  so  harden  it  that  it 
can  usually  be  easily  removed,  or  by  its  condensation  putrefaction 
is  checked  or  prevented,  and  the  breath  loses  its  fetidity. 

There  are  other  reasons  why  this  membrane  should  be  removed. 
If  allowed  to  remain  it  soon  attaclies  itself  to  the  mucous  tissue, 
first  by  points,  finally  throughout  its  under  surface,  and  then  any 
breaking  or  starting  of  it  up  or  off,  may  be  attended  with  a  con- 
stant oozing  and  escaping  of  blood  in  the  discharges  from  the  nose 
and  mouth,  or  again  through  the  abraded  surface  underneath  the 
membrane  a  constant  absorption  of  the  poison  generated  in  it 
takes  place.  Thus  wo  see  that  the  presence  of  membrane  is  a 
prolific  source  of  blood  poisoning,  constantly  making  its  entrance 
through  the  respiratory  and  capillary  systems.  Shall  we  wonder 
at  the  enormous  anlargement  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  or  the 
sometimes  sudden  failure  of  the  nervous  powers  ? 

I  am  well  aware  that  a  strong  prejudice  exists  with  many  in  the 
profession  against  topical  treatment.  My  experience  forces  me  to 
believe  it  is  the  Herculean  club  by  which  we  can  meet  and  most 
effectually  despoil  this  hydra-headed  monster.  Allow  me  to  sug- 
gest, as  a  query,  whether  this  prejudice  may  not  be  based  upon 
returns  made  by  insuflftcient  experience  or  inefficient  practitions, 
who,  using  once  or  twice  daily,  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  or 
perhaps  other  moderate  remedies,  with  no  benefit,  as  in  the  case  of 
Helen  L. ,  Miss  S.  L.  and  Miss  C.  S.,  or  using  the  solid  caustic, 
thrust  it  into  the  throat  and  poke  it  about,  like  a  blind  man  in  the 
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dark,  as  I  have  heard  patients  tell  of  Doctor's  doing,  thus  injuring 
sound  tissue,  and  finding  the  disease  accelerated  rather  than  re- 
tarded, rej)orts  topical  treatment  a  failure,  and  yet  inadvertently 
acknowledge  its  ability  by  exhibiting  washes,  chlorate  of  potash, 
and  divers  other  gargles. 

We  have  seen  that  tiie  presence  of  membrane  is  a  source  of 
ra[)id  blood  poisoning.  Therefore  why  lot  condense  or  remove 
it?  One  objects,  you  will  irritate  the  parts;  another,  that  it  will 
return  again;  a  third,  that  to  the  patient  it  is  an  unpleasant  and 
usually  an  unwelcome  procedure,  and  if  not  attended  with  a 
prompt  recover3',  i''  likel}'  to  bring  discredit  upon  the  practitioner. 

To  the  first  I  answer:  often  the  0[)eration  affords  relief,  but 
should  the  practitioner  roughly  use  his  probang,  loaded  with  im- 
l)roperly  prepared,  or  irritative  medication,  he  would  be  more 
likely  to  do  injury  than  good.  Hence  much  depends  upon  the 
knowledge  and  skill  of  the  physician.  Again,  I  admit  it  will  often 
return  and  repeat  its  return,  usually,  however,  to  a  less  and  less 
extent.  Perhaps  it  will  increase  in  spite  of  3'our  endeavors,  but 
you  will  have  the  proud  satisfaction  of  finding  you  have  materially 
sweetened  the  breath  and  sensibly  retarded  the  progress  of  the 
disease. 

The  third  is  hardly  worthy  of  a  repl}',  but  I  must  confess  I  fear 
it  is  the  most  potent  reason  that  influences  objections.  The  want 
of  "back-bone"  to  enable  one,  in  the  face  of  op2)Osition,  to  stand 
up  and  do  the  thing  which  science  dictates;  a  fcarfulness  of  re- 
sbousibilit}',  a  desire  to  screen  one's  self  behind  the  whims  and 
prejudices  of  the  disordered  intellect  of  the  patient,  and  the  nat- 
ural but  ignorant  sympathy  of  the  friends,  leads  him  to  pander  to 
their  notions  and  endeavor  to  secure  by  professional  craft,  what 
his  knowledge,  skill  and  integrity  does  not  warrant  him  in  pos- 
sessing, to  wit:  the  good  will  and  confidence  of  his  patron.  We 
had  designed  making  an  analysis  of  treatment,  illustrated  by  cases, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  comparative  benefit  of  the  topical 
or  non-topical  course,  but  time  will  not  permit.  We  will  glance 
slightly  at  the  remedies  in  use  and  close.  * 

*  Observing:  that  removal  of  the  exudation,  and  the  apph"cation  of  remedies  to  the 
Bubjacent  surface,  neither  shortened  the  duration  nor  sensibly  modified  the  progress 
of  the  complaint,  but  that  the  false  membrane  rarely  failed  to  be  renewed  ia  a  few 
hours,  I  very  soon  discontinued  this  rough  local  medication  to  the  tender  and 
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The  previous  history  being  tliat  of  our  early  experience,  the 
solid  caustic  figures  largely.  In  the  hands  of  a  careful  and  thor- 
ough practitioner  we  believe  it  an  invaluable  remedy,  but  unfor- 
tunately upon  internal  surfaces,  it  requires  an  amount  of  skill  pos- 
sessed by  but  few.  Upon  external  or  cutaneous  diphtheria,  we 
have  shown  in  the  eases  of  Miss  S.  L. ,  J.  R.  L. ,  and  F.  N-,  that  it 
possesses  a  safe,  positive  and  controlling  influence.  We  might 
cite  many  others,  I  will  however  only  relate  my  own.  In  the 
midst  of  an  active  epidemic  I  received  a  slight  pin-scratch  in  the 
palm  of  my  hand,  ordinarily  of  no  consequence.  The  second  or 
third  day  it  began  to  inflame  and  blister,  the  redness  extending 
u[)  the  wrist  and  arm.  Membrane  formed  within  the  blister,  and 
the  whole  became  quite  painful;  milder  means  on  a  two  days'  trial 
doing  no  good,  I  thrust  into  and  about  the  blister  the  solid  caustic. 
After  two  or  three  applications  it  healed  kindly. 

With  children  and  timid  persons  its  use  is  attended  with  so  much 
difficulty  that  I  early  sought  and  experimented  to  find  some  less 
objectionable  remedy.  Ordinary  astringent  washes,  alum,  tannin, 
and  the  like,  do  well  in  the  removal  of  deposits  like  that  in  case 
2d  or  6th,  save  when  the  mucous  membrane  had  become  abraded 
or  ulcerated.  In  the  so-called  solution  persul.  iron,  which  is  a 
powerful  astringent  of  such  slight  escharotic  properties  as  to 
require  but  little  skill  in  its  use,  was  found  an  excellent  substitute. 
But  the  great  amount  of  acid  entering  into  its  composition  ren- 
dered it  often  quite  irritative,  consequently  objectionable.  I  there- 
fore apjolied  to  Dr.  E.  R.  Squibb  of  Brooklyn,  probably  the  most 
eminent  and  reliable  chemist  in  the  United  States,  to  produce  for 
me  a  preparation  of  iron,  containing,  if  possible,  more  tonic  and 

already  enfeebled  mucous  membrane.  The  propriety  of  this  course  became  evident 
at  the  very  first  post  mortem  examination  I  had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing,  and 
has  been  confirmed  by  all  my  subsequent  experience.  {Oreenhow  on  Diphtheria, 
page  155.) 

Nitrate  of  silver  may  also  be  employed  in  the  solid  form,  but  this  wc  should  not 
advise,  particularly  in  the  case  of  children  Nitrate  of  silver  in  this  form  has  the 
disadvantage  of  creating  a  more  decided  eschar  than  the  solution,  stimulating  the 
diphtheritic  exudation  and  thus  hindering  the  perception  of  the  progress  of  the 
disease.    {Sladeon  Diphtheria,  pw/e  142.) 

The  unconditional  and  absolute  recommendation  of  nitrate  of  silver  as  a  local 
application,  and  the  equal  confidence  in  quinine  as  a  constitutional  remedy,  appears 
remarkable;  especially  so  at  this  late  period  in  the  history  of  this  disease,  when 
physicians  throughout  the  country,  are  trusting  to  milder  measures,  and  generally 
observe  diphtheria  progress  favorably  without  much  interference. — Ed. 
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astringent,  and  less  acid  properties  than  the  mis-termed  sohition  j 
persul.  ferri.    In  reply  he  said,  "I  have  long  looked  for  some  ; 
physician  who  would  test  in  practice  the  minus  acid  preparations 
of  iron,"  and  sent  me  an  unofFicinal  article,  which  he  proposed  to  | 
call  "Liquor  Sub  Sulphate  Ferri  Minus,"  a  beautiful  preparation  of  j 
greater  astringency,  equal  tonicity  and  far  less  acidity  than  the 
persulphate,  and  devoid  of  escharotic    properties.  Whenever 
used  it  has  given  me  the  best  of  satisfaction.    I  believe  it  safe  in 
use  and  worthy  of  trial  whenever  astringency  and  tonicity  are 
required.  ' 

The  amount  of  iron  may  be  varied,  as  the  case  demands,  and  j 
the  preperation  reduced  with  water  to  any  consistencj*  required.  i 
The  best  swab  is  a  wisp  or  pledget  of  cotton  wool,  in  a  steel  pro-  ^ 
bang,  or  a  piece  of  old,  long,  soft,  raveled  cotton  or  linen,  tied  on  i 
a  stick.    Eschew  sj^onges  and  sponge  jirobangs;  thej^  are  alto-  i 
gethcr  too  harsh.    Under  this  course,  topical  treatment  is  stripped 
of  nine-tenths  of  its  bug-bear  severity,  and  the  i)atient  no  longer  ! 
bears  to  it  his  former  repugnance.    Though  many  cases  may  and  1 
do  recover  under  the  use  of  topical  remedies  alone,  the  nervous  | 
system  is  so  often  and  rapidly  effected  that  in  all  severe  cases  we  ' 
must  resort  to  its  i^romj^t  support,  with  tonics,  stimulants  and  con-  j 
centrated  nourishment.    Of  all  the  host  of  tonics,  iron  unexcepted,  I 
1  have  found  nothing  equal  to  the  sulphate  of  quinine  for  the  relief  \ 
of  the  nervous  derangement  or  paralytic  symptoms.    I  will  cite,  | 
in  illustration,  but  three  of  many  cases;  first,  that  of  Emegene  F., 
already  related;  second,  T.  G. ,  naturally-  a  robust,  enei'getic  man, 
two  months  after  an  attack  like  case  1st,  applied  for  relief.    Has  , 
for  some  time  past  been  forced  to  take  at  every  third  to  tenth  or 
lifteenth  res2)iration,  a  long,  deep,  involuntary  breath;  is  not  yet 
able  to  work.    Took  from  15  to  20  grains  quinia  daily,  and  in  less  : 
than  ton  daj-s  was  not  only  permanently  relieved,  but  could  endure  j 
more  work  than  any  of  his  brothers.    J.  H. ,  aged  4,  general  pai-- 
alysis  follow  n    an  attack  like  case  1st.    Can  neither  walk,  stand, 
bold  up  h! ;  iiead,  or  hardly  sit  down;  looks  and  acts  idiotic. — 
Administered  quinia.    "With  each  dose  could  see  a  visible  imi^rove- 
ment.    On  the  third  day  getting  out  of  the  remedy,  the  s^-mjjtoms 
commenced  returning;  re- administered  and  continued  the  quinia 
for  one  week,  and  he  was  well. 
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My  experience  does  not  warrant  nie  in  recommending  chlorate 
of  iiotasli,  either  as  a  gai'gle,  for  iron  is  better,  or  as  a  constitu- 
tional remedy,  for  it  will  promote  a  diarrhoea.  I  have  never  been 
satisfied  with  its  therapeutic  action  in  this  disease.  Tr.  raur.  iron, 
when  well  borne  upon  the  stomacu,  has  given  me  great  satisfac- 
tion, especially  as  a  prophylactic.  I  have  frequently  known 
it  and  (piinia  to  apparently  abort  an  impending  uttaek.  As  ;in 
external  application  to  the  neck,  croton  oil  and  turpentine,  salt 
pork,  or  a  cloth  dipped  in  brine  and  bound  around  it  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  moderate  counter-irritation  is  excellent;  it  should  be  well 
jirotected  from  all  changes  of  air. 

"Without  wishing  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  humeral 
pathology,  1  will  say:  If  we  admit  any  force  to  the  theory  and 
experiments  of  Prof.  Palli  of  Milan,  ably  seconded  by  those  of 
Dr.  De  Ricei  of  Dublin,  that  zymotic  diseases  are  developed  by  a 
species  of  blood  fermentation,  and  that  this  fermentative  process 
may  be  safely  checked  by  the  administration  of  the  sulphites  and 
hyposulphites  of  soda  and  magnesia,  which  are  reputed  to  be  per- 
fectly harmless,  even  in  immense  doses,  I  would  recommend 
their  trial  in  this  disease. 

Gentlemen,  for  the  many  honors  you  have  conferred  _upou  me, 
since  my  connection  with  this  Society,  and  for  the  patient  atten- 
tion you  have  given  on  this  occasion,  I  can  I)ut  express  to  3  0U  my 
sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks. 


ART.  n.—J^asal  Polypus.    By  Ciiaules  B.  S.  Davis,  M.  D., 
Mcridun,  Conn. 

Of  the  various  affections  to  which  the  nose  is  liable,  none  are 
more  distressing  than  nasal  polypus.  Polypus  may  originate  in 
any  of  the  mucous  canals,  and  are  fonnd  in  the  nterus,  antrum, 
rectum,  larynx,  and  meatus  auditorius.  They  occur  at  all  periods 
of  life,  but  arc  most  frequent  about  middle  age.  Mr.  Pott  has 
taken  pains  to  show  that  there  is  one  kind  of  polypus  original)}^ 
benign;  another  originally  malignant.  [1]  Mr.  John  Bell  contends 
that  a  polypus  is  never  mild,  and  never  malignant;  but  tliat  time 
and  tlie  natural  growth  of  the  tumor,  and  the  [)rossure  it  occasions 
within  the  soft  and  bony  cells  of  tlie  nostrils  and  jaws,  must  bring 
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every  polypus  to  one  invariable  form,  in  its  last  and  fatal  stage. 
Every  polypus,  according  to  Mr.  l>ell,  in  its  early  stage,  is  a  small, 
movable  tumor,  attended  with  a  sneezing  and  watering  of  the 
eyes;  swelling  in  moist  weather,  descending  with  the  breatli,  but 
easily  repressed  with  the  point  of  the  linger.  Yet  this  little  tumor 
continues  to  grow,  the  bones  become  :il)sorbed,  the  membranes 
ulcerate,  the  teeth  fall  from  the  sockets,  and,  through  the  empty 
socket,  a  foul  and  fetid  matter  issues  from  the  antrum.  Mr.  IJell 
observes  "that  if  horrid  symptoms  could  establish  the  fact  of 
malignity,  there  is  not  to  be  found  in  all  nosology  a  more  malig- 
nant disease  than  this."  [2]  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  three  vari- 
eties of  polypi  of  the  nose. 

1.  —  The  common  gelatinous  j)ol)jpvs.  This  is  a  tumor  of  the  con- 
sistence of  jelly,  pear-shaped;  some  being  fleshy  and  of  a  pale 
color,  while  others  are  of  a  yellowish  tint,  and  are  attached  by  a 
narrow  neck  to  the  mucous  membrane,  where  it  covers  the  upper 
part  of  the  nostrils,  sometimes  where  it  lies  upon  the  inferior 
spongy  bone,  but  are  rarely  if  ever  attached  to  the  septum.  They 
sometimes  grow  so  far  back  in  the  posterior  nares,  as  to  pass  but 
slightly  into  the  nose,  but  project  backwards  into  the  pharynx,  to 
some  part  of  which  they  may  be  adherent.  One  nostril  is  rarely 
affected  alone.  They  apparently  consist  of  organized  lymph,  and 
enlarge  until  the  cavit}'  is  filled,  and  then  remain  stationarj',  though 
sometimes  if  permitted  to  remain  it  continually  increases  in  size, 
blocks  up  the  nostrils,  displaces  the  Jseptum,  and  obstructs  the 
other  nostril,  and  causes  sometimes  eformity  of  the  cheek,  and 
even  death  by  pressure  on  tiie  brain.  The  patient  has  a  constant 
feeling  of  stuffing  and  cold  in  the  head,  dullness  or  total  loss  of 
smell  and  taste,  and  sometimes  deafness.  It  is  generally  observed 
that  the  patient  is  worse  in  a  warm  room,  and  in  damp  weather, 
than  at  other  times. 

2.  —  The  hydated  pohjpuK.  This  is  a  rare  species,  and  is  described 
by  Druitt  as  consisting  of  a  number  of  thin  vesicles  filled  Avith  a 
watery  fluid,  and  attached  by  a  peduncle.  The  vesicles  burst  upon 
the  slightest  pressure,  and  their  re  production  may  be  prevented 
by  touching  the  peduncle  frequently  with  a  hair-pencil  dipped  in 
butter  of  antimony.  [3] 
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3. — The  malignant,  careinomuiuvs  or  fungoid  polypus.    The  sub- 
jects of  this  Ibim  of  the  disease,  manifest  so  distinctly  cachectic 
diathesis,  that  it  is  easily  diagnosed.    It  is  generally  accompanied 
from  the  commencement  with  pain  in  the  nose  and  forehead  and 
general  headache.     It  is  not  affected  by  change  of  weather  or  other 
circumstance  that  influences  the  mild  form  of  the  disease.    It  has 
a  peculiarly  firm  consistence,  is  of  a  red  color,  some  pain  is  felt  on  | 
pressure,  and  bleeding  is  easily  i)roduced.    This  polypus  may  go  ' 
on  slowly  increasing  for  ^-ears,  until  it  ends  in  a  cancerous  or  fun- 
gus disease,  and  sometimes  produces  a  frightful  destruction  of  all 
the  neighboring  parts.    Long  before  this,  however,  the  skin  over 
it  assumes  the  liver  color  of  the  polypus  itself    This  form  of  j 
polypus  never  becomes  mild.    Colles  is  of  the  opinion  that  it 
should  not  be  meddled  with,  and  cites  a  case  where  the  patient 
died  in  twenty-four  hours  after  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  I 
extract  it.  [4]    But  in  the  opinion  of  Richter,  neither  the  malig-  i 
nant  nature  of  a  polypus,  its  adhesions,  immoveableness,  ulcera-  j 
tion,  nor  disposition  to  hemorrhage,  are  any  apology  for  leaving  j 
the  disease  to  itself.    Ferguson  mentions  a  case  where  the  tumor 
had  been  of  several  years'  growth,  and  projected  prominently  on  , 
the  face  on  each  side  of  the  nose.    In  each  nostril  a  large  mass  ' 
could  be  seen,  and  a  probe  could  be  passed  with  case  below  and  on 
both  the  outer  sides;  but  as  doubts  were  entertained  regarding  the  j 
attachments  in  the  middle  and  above,  it  was  not  considered  advisa- 
ble to  resort  to  any  oj^eration.    Some  weeks  after  the  i)atient  died, 
and  the  post-mortem  examination  showed,  that  the  tumor  extended 
from  the  ethmoid  bone  to  the  condyles  of  the  occipital,  and  was 
also  attached  to  ])oth  sides  of  the  septum.    Two  large  pendulous  I 
bodies  hung  down  into  the  pharynx.    The  turbinated  bones  were  j 
absorbed,  but  the  mucous  membrane  which  contained  them  was 
entire.    There  was  no  attachment  to  the  outer  walls  of  the  nasal  | 
cavity.    There  was  a  large  abscess  in  the  left  anterior  lobe  of  the  \ 
brain,  with  an  opening  leading  from  it  to  the  nose.  [5]    Cooper  j 
mentions  the  case  of  a  boy  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The 
tumor  before  death  had  expanded  the  upper  part  of  the  nose  to  an 
enormous  size,  while  below,  the  nostril  was  immensely  enlarged. 
The  distance  between  the  eyes  was  extraordinary,  being  more  than  I 
four  inches.    The  left  ej-e  was  affected  with  amaurosis,  brought  on  ' 
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by  the  pressure  of  the  swelling;  the  right  retained  to  the  last  the 
faculty  of  seeing.  The  tumor  nearly  covered  the  mouth,  so  that 
food  could  only  be  introduced  with  a  spoon,  and  an  examination  of 
the  state  of  the  palate  was  impossible.  On  examination  of  the 
head  after  death,  a  good  deal  of  the  tumor  was  found  to  be  of  a 
cartilaginous  consistence,  and  what  was  most  remarkable,  a  por- 
tion of  it,  which  was  as  large  as  an  orange,  extended  within  the 
cranium,  where  it  had  annihilated  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  left 
hemisphere  of  the  brain.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this  effect,  the  hoy 
was  not  comatose,  nor  insensible,  till  a  few  hours  before  his  deatii. 
All  tlie  surrounding  bones  had  been  more  or  less  absorbed,  and 
the  place  from  which  the  excrescence  first  grew,  could  not  be 
determined.  [6j 

Treatment. — Says  M.  Pott,  "Tiie  polypvis  is  a  disease  which, 
of  all  others,  is  said  to  be  most  difficult  totally  and  jierfectly  to 
eradicate,  and  most  liable  to  re-production."  There  are  four  medes 
of  extirpating  a  nasal  pol3'pus,  viz:  extracting  it  with  forceps; 
t3nng  it  with  a  ligature;  cutting  it  out;  and  destroying  it  with 
caustic. 

1. — Extracting  it  ivitJi  forcejis.  This  method  is  mentioned  in  the 
works  that  Sprengel  ascribes  to  Thessalus  and  Dracon,  the  son  of 
Hippocrates.  Brunus  recommends  that  we  should  remove  the 
fleshy  excrescences  by  means  of  a  hook,  and  G.  de  Salicet  had 
already  advised  the  forceps.  We  are  indebted  to  Diouis  for  the 
first  circumstantial  details  upon  the  subject  of  employing  them 
methodically.  Since  adopted  by  almost  all  practitioners,  they 
have  been  modified  by  Sharpe,  who  sometimes  employed  such  as 
were  curved ;  by  B.  Bell,  who  pierced  or  made  an  aperture  through 
their  branches,  and  by  Richtel,  who  for  large  sized  polypi  invented 
a  kind  whose  branches  could  be  adjusted  separatel}^  The  straight 
forceps  are  the  best  vv'henever  the  situation  of  the  tumor  allows  of 
their  application.  The  patient  should  be  seated  opposite  to  a 
window,  and  made  to  expire  strongly;  then  the  forceps  a  little 
opened  should  be  introduced  to  the  highest  point,  and  the  polyjius 
should  be  grasped  as  near  its  attachment  as  2)Ossible;  the  forceps 
should  then  be  twisted  round  and  round  slowly,  drawing  them 
steadil}'  downwards,  but  not  too  strongly,  until  the  resistance  gives 
way  and  the  polypus  comes  out.     Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to 
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introduce  the  forceps  several  times  and  remove  the  substance 
piecemeal.  When  the  tumor  extends  beyond  the  posterior  open- 
ing of  the  nasal  fossa,  it  is  rarely  practicable  to  extract  it  entire 
through  the  nose.  It  is  under  such  circumstances  that  curved 
hooks  became  indispensable  for  seizing  it  through  the  pharynx. 
The  tearing  out  of  polypi  is  rarely  followed  by  serious  accidents. 
Hemorrhage  generally  succeeds  the  operation,  Init  not  to  any  seri- 
ous extent,  and  is  easily  controlled.  The  patient  sliould  be  in- 
formed that  the  polypus  is  very  likel}'  to  grow  again.  This  may- 
be owing  to  some  of  the  roots  having  been  left  behind ;  from  some 
constitutional  causes,  from  some  local  morbid  affection  of  the 
Schneiderian  membrane,  or  of  the  bones  situated  beneath  the  root 
of  the  polypus. 

2.  —  Tlie  use  of  the  ligature.  The  ligature  goes  back  to  the  remot- 
est antiquity,  but  we  have  to  come  down  to  the  IGth  and  iVth  cen- 
turies before  we  find  it  clearly  described.  Fallopius  ai^plicd  it  by 
means  of  a  brass  wire,  a  noose  of  which  he  directed  around  the 
polypus  by  means  of  a  silver  canula.  Glandorp,  who  paid  partic- 
ular attention  to  it,  applied  the  ligature  by  means  of  a  kind  of 
needle  shaped  lik  a  hook,  and  having  an  eye  near  its  point,  which 
was  furnished  with  a  silk  thread.  Levret  proposed  to  conduct  a 
silver  wire  by  means  of  a  sound  upon  the  root  of  the  tumor,  to 
make  its  two  extremities  afterwards  pass  through  a  double  canula, 
in  order  to  twist  them  by  turning  it  on  its  axis,  after  having  fas- 
tened them  to  tlie  rings  which  it  has  on  its  free  extremit}'.  Differ- 
ent methods  of  applj'ing  the  ligature  have  been  introduced ;  those 
of  Brasdor,  Desault,  Dubois,  Rigand  and  Ilatin,  are  the  most 
noted.  The  wire  should  be  of  tlie  purest  silver  and  very  flexible, 
that  it  may  not  readily  break.  Tlie  noose  is  to  be  applied  in  the 
following  manner: — The  polypus  should  be  drawn  down  as  far  as 
l)Ossible,  by  means  of  the  forceps,  the  noose  is  then  to  be  carried 
over  the  forceps  and  polypus  into  the  nestril,  and  pushed  up  as  far 
as  possible;  as  soon  as  the  noose  has  been  introduced  as  deeply  as 
possible,  the  loose  end  of  the  wire  is  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  lower 
aperture  of  the  canula,  and  rolled  around  the  ring  on  that  side  of 
tiie  instrument;  this  must  be  tightened  from  day  to  day,  until  the 
separation  is  effected.  Tlie  ligature  seldom  accomplishes  an  entire 
destruction  of  tlie  disease,  as  it  is  generally  impracticable  to  intro- 
duce the  noose  to  a  sufficient  depth  to  include  the  root. 
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^- — Excisiun.  The  use  of  cutting  instruments  has  alwaj'«  been 
reprobated  in  tiie  treatment  of  polypus,  ])ecause  they  usually  occa- 
sion a  profuse  hemorrhage,  and  can  hard!}'  ever  be  passed,  without 
mischief,  to  a  sufficient  depth  into  the  nose  to  divide  the  root  of  the 
turner.  Yet  there  are  instances  in  which  they  can  be  used  with 
advantage.  Hippocrates  appears  to  have  used  cutting  instruments 
in  the  treatment  of  polypus,  and  Celsus  mentions  a  s[)ecics  of 
cutting-plate,  (xpatha )  by  which  it  was  practiced.  Paul  cut  out 
the  pol3-pus  b}'  means  of  his  sjioiJKqwhjpica,  one  of  the  extremities 
of  which  had  attached  to  it  a  chisel,  and  tore  out  the  rest  by  a 
pali/poxista.  Scacchi  operated  with  the  simple  bistoury.  Hutten, 
with  a  syringotome;  Nessi,  with  a  curved  and  blunt  pointed  bis- 
toury-. J.  Fabricus  warmly  extols  a  kind  of  forceps  in  the  shape 
of  a  double  cutting  spoon,  which  M.  A.  Severin  accuses  him  of 
having  borrowed  from  NicoUini,  without  acknowledging  it;  an 
instrument  which  Glandor[>,  V.  Ilorne  and  Solingen  has  success- 
ively modified,  and  which  Dionis,  Percy  and  li.  Bell  have  consid- 
ered should  not  be  entirely  rejected  from  practice.  [7] 

4.  —  Caustics.  The  cautery-  which  w-as  formerly  extensively  used 
for  the  cure  of  nasal  polypi,  is  now  almost  entirely  rejected.  Hip- 
pocrates was  in  favor  of  the  hot  iron ;  Philoxenes,  according  to 
Galen,  preferred  arsenic,  acetate  and  sulphate  of  copper;  while 
Antipater  uud  Masa  also  made  use  of  vermilion  of  Sinape.  These 
difi'erent  articles  were  applied  by  means  of  tents  or  rolls  of  lint, 
pieces  of  sheet-lead,  metallic  tubes,  etc.,  in  order  to  touch  its 
prominent  part  and  destroy  it  by  degrees.  Afterwards  they  sub- 
stituted for  these,  injections  of  lime-water,  solutions  of  alum  or 
vitriol,  astringent  or  styptic  decoctions,  finally  the  whole  array-  of 
desiccative  medicaments.  A  German  empiric  by  the  name  of 
Jensch,  acquired  considerable  notoriety  in  the  cure  of  obstinate 
polypi,  by  the  use  of  sulphuric  acid,  butter  of  antimony  and  nitrate 
of  silver.  M.  Wagner,  in  1827,  jiublished  some  remarkable  cases 
treated  by  this  remedy.  In  employing  the  actual  cautery,  says 
Richter,  the  ©bject  is  not  to  effect,  by  its  direct  agency,  a  gi'adual 
destruction  of  the  polypus,  but  to  excite  such  an  inflammation  and 
suppuration  of  the  whole  of  it,  as  shall  lead  to  this  event.  In 
Newton's  edition  of  Syme's  Surgery,  the  local  ai>plication  of  proper 
caustics  and  tonic  astringents,  is  recommended  as  of  more  import- 
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ancc  tliau  the  iiicie  removal  of  llic  (K-vcloiu'd  polyims;  and  for  tlio 
purposes  of  eaiilerizalion  the  sulphate  and  ehloridc  of  zinc  are 
recommended. 

Ill  the  words  of  lAlr.  I'ott,  "1  cannot  leave  this  suhjecl  without 
cautioning  tlie  )oun<j;-  j)raelitiouer  to  be  exceedingly  careful  in 
examining  and  incpiiriug  into  all  the  circumstances  previous  to  his 
undertaking  a  cure,  lest  he  should  lind,  too  late,  that  he  has  gone 
too  far  to  recede.  For  want  of  such  caution,  I  have  seen  hem- 
orrhages which  have  been  frightful,  and  intlanimations  which  have 
proved  fatal.  I  have  seen  a  case  wherein  an  untoward  looking 
polypus,  and  which  ought  not  to  have  been  meddled  with,  has  been 
so  attached  to  a  (listeni[)ered  septum  nasi,  that  it  has  come  away 
with  it.  I  have  seen  the  same  thing  happen  with  regard  to  almost 
the  whole  of  the  ossa  palati;  and  I  have  moie  than  once  known  a 
polypus  thickening  of  the  membrane  covering  the  ossa  sixmgiosa, 
and  septum  nasi,  v.hich,  in  all  ])roba'.  ility,  would  have  remained 
quiet  a  great  length  of  time,  so  irritated  by  rough  treatment  and 
unsuccesslnl  attempts,  as  to  render  the  remainder  of  tlie  patient's 
life  truly  miserable  to  himself  and  odensive  to  others."  [sj 
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7.  Vel|)eau's  ()|ieralive  Surgeiy,  vol.  iii,  ji,  -lOG, 

8.  Cliinirgi(M)  \Vorks,  vol,  iii,  p,  223, 


ART.  III.  —  Clinical  Jieviai-ks  vpon  Siir(jiral  Cases  in  the  Buffalo 
General  Hvupital — Exsedion  cf  lUii-Joint — Exsection  af  Fibula. 
By  J.  F.  MiNEH,  M.  I). 

Gknti-kmkn: — 1  he  (irst  patient  wliicli  I  iiitroilnce  to  yon,  is  the 
little  girl,  ]\Iary  Frederick,  wiiich  some  of  yon  will  remember. 
About  one  year  since  you  were  present  when  excision  of  the  head 
of  the  femur  was  uuide.  She  was  then  emaciated  to  the  last  ex- 
treme, and  had  lieen  wholly  conlincd  to  her  bed  Ibr  many  months. 
Her  api)earancc  was  tiiat  of  so  extreme  prostration  and  debility 
that  the  operation  was  attempted  with  much  misgiving.  A  longi- 
tudinal incision  was  made  about  three  inches  in  length,  passing 
directly  over  the  point  of  the  great  trochanter;  the  periostiuin  was 
VOL,  6,  NO.  7-— 34. 
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carefully  separated  I'rorn  tlie  bone  to  below  the  diseased  portion, 
and  the  head,  neck,  and  trochanters  rcn)o\ed,  The  Iieniorrhaf^e 
was  exceedingly  small,  and  no  ligatures  ajiijlied.  'Die  eavity  of 
the  acetabuhini  was  fonnd  healthy,  but  tiie  licad  of  the  femur 
destroyed  by  the  uk-erativt-  processes,  whic  h  had  been  actively  pro- 
gressing for  two  years.  Tiie  specimen  I  liave  preserved  with  great 
care,  and  pri-sent  it  to  \ou;  it  is  a  repit'seiitati ve  one,  exc-eedingly 
valuable  and  instiuetive. 

Tlie  objeet  this  morning  is  sim[)iy  to  exiiiliit  the  diseased  itone, 
and  tiie  results  which  were  obtained  i)y  the  operation,  and  not  to 
explain  its  manner  or  to  give  other  argunients  for  its  justilieation. 
Left  to  tiiiMn^ielves,  such  cases  nearly  always  [)ro\e  fatal  by  the 
slow  processes  of  exhaustion  and  hectic  ii  i  itation ;  to  obtain,  t  hen, 
any  such  result  as  the  on-j  you  now  observe,  is  a  ri'al  triuini)ii  of 
operative  surgery.     The  little  giil  is  restf)red  to  health  and  eoin- 


Hf^^^P^  present  appearance,  and 

^a^^^  will  not  onlv  show  you  the  result, 


fort,  to  all  appearance  completely 
^'^^^wkV^       lelieved  of  the   disease  which 
IT^^ 'i^^^^)  seemed  certain,  if  left  to  itself, 
to  destroy  life.    The  leg  is  short- 
jJeI^^^^^     ened,  Ity  removal  of  the  head  and 
^|HBH^^^^  trochanters,  about  two  and  a  lialf 
^^^I^^R  inches,  but  with  the  aeconr.noda- 
J^W^^j,  tion  ol"  the  peh  is,  common  in 
'    P^J^^^^^  such  cases,  this  constitutes  hardly 
/   jjP-^^^R' perceptible  deformity;  as  you 
^^^l^^fea  observe  she  walks  nicely  without 
s^^^B^^M  cane  oi'  crutch,   and   with  T)ut 
i^'^lfe^^^p  *    slight  limping.    I  promised  you, 
I  ^^IPP^^^^^  '-^^       time  of  operation,  that  you 
1   r^^te^  /      should  have  a  report  of  the  re- 
rt^^^f        suit,  cither  verbally  or  through 


the  pages  of  the  Buffalo  Medical 
and  Sunjical  Juurnal.  AVith  the 
view  of  better  fulfilling  my  prom- 
ise, I  have  obtained  a  photograiih 
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but  will  report  und  represent  it  for  others.  I  am  convinced  that 
many,  somewhat  similar  cases,  should  be  alloAVcd  the  chances 
which  such  an  operation  otters,  and  that  too  fretinently  they  are 
allowed  to  progress  to,  a  fatal  termination,  when  well  directed 
effort  would  result  in  recovery. 

You  would  liku  to  know  how  the  ui)per  end  of  the  bone  forms 
connection  witii  the  acetabulum,  so  that  locomotion  is  attainable. 
The  provisions  of  nature  are  truly  remarkable,  but  in  few  instances 
is  it  more  manifest  and  wonderful  than  in  cases  like  this.  The 
end  of  tiie  bone  heals  over  and  becomes  round  and  smooth;  to  this 
rounded  end  is  attached  an  artificial  ligamentum  teres,  which  is 
joined  strongly  to  the  acetabulum  or  to  the  rim  of  the  cavit}'. 
This  ligament  is  unlike  in  most  respects  the  natural  ligament 
which  unites  the  head  of  the  femur  to  the  cavity  of  the  aceta- 
bulum, but  it  is  dense  and  strons:,  and  thono-h  admittiu"-  of  great 
freedom  of  motion,  it  still  supplies  the  place  of  a  more  perfect 
connection,  and  restores,  with  but  little  deformity,  the  natural 
functions  and  uses  of  the  joint.  The  muscular  and  fd)rous  struc. 
tures  around  tiie  joint  also  take  on  new  functions  and  aid  in  sus- 
taining the  bone  in  its  proper  position. 

Exsection  of  the  hnuer  end  of  the  Fibula. — The  case  which  is  pre- 
sented for  operation  requires  a  little  description  and  explanation. 
You  will  observe  that  tliis  young  man  looks  pale,  emaciated,  and 
very  sick.  About  one  year  since  he  became  suddenly  sick  with 
chills,  loss  of  appetite,  strength  and  flesh,  sulfering  from  redness, 
swelling,  and  great  i)ain  in  the  lower  part  of  this  leg.  He  was 
treated  for  some  time  for  rheumatism  by  the  fimily  attendant, 
until,  at  length,  pus  formed,  and  was  discharged  in  profuse  quanti- 
ties from  various  openings,  Caries  of  the  bone  commences 
with  swelling,  redness,  fever,  and  great  pain;  and  at  first,  if  you 
fail  to  detect  its  true  nature,  yon  may  hope  to  be  excused,  but 
experience  and  observation  will  enable  you  to  discover  its  nature 
quite  early,  wliile  any  mistake  as  to  its  character  in  the  later  stages, 
is  wholly  unpardvinaltle.  The  probe  passes  down  upon  dead  bone 
over  the  lower  portion  of  tiic  (ibula,  and  there  is  no  doubt  it  is 
extensively  diseased.  The  pain  is  unbearable,  and  something  must 
be  immediately  attempted  for  its  radical  relief 
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Exsection  of  the  fibula  is  attended  by  serious  objections;  bnt,  how- 
ever tliis  may  be,  it  seems  the  only  means  of  afibrding  relief.  This 
bone  is  said  to  have  been  removed  in  its  whole  length,  and  a  useful 
log  still  left.  It  is  a  matter  of  some  question  which  is  best,  amputa- 
tion or  exsection,  but  it  is  proper  to  tr}^  the  results  of  the  former; 
the  latter  can  be  adopted  wlicu  uo  choice  remains. 

"We  have  now  removed  the  lower  iialf  of  tlic  (iliula,  which  separ- 
ates from  tlic  i)eriostium  easily,  and  is  removed  without  great 
disbiirhauce  of  tlie  ])arts  :d)out  the  ankle  joint;  nature  seems  to 
have  commenced,  in  its  way,  the  same  operation,  and  we  have 
only  assisted,  facilitating  the  result.  The  condition  of  our  patient 
can  hardly  be  uuide  worse;  if  it  change  very  much,  it  must  improve. 
The  pain,  irritation  and  purulent  drain,  have  so  exhausted  the 
vital  forces  that  much  less  confidence  is  felt  in  the  utilit}'  of  this 
operation  than  if  made  before  this  condition  of  debility  had  reached 
this  extreme  i)oiut;  however,  Iiis  age,  natural  vigor,  and  strong 
hope  are  favorable,  and,  I  trust,  we  may  hti  able  to  present  him 
at  some  future  time,  another  illustration  of  the  value  and  supe- 
riority of  well  selected  conservatism  in  operative  surger}'. 


Correspondence. 


Fort  Edwakd,  January  28th,  1867. 
To  the  Edilor  of  the  Buffalo  and  Medical  Siivgkal  Journal: 

Di:au  Sir: — I  communicate  the  following  cases  of  purpura- 
ha-morrhagica.'  and  ha?matemesis,  successful) \-  ti-eated  with  large 
and  rejieated  doses  of  tupentine,  "the  commercial  spts."  lam 
aware  that  turpentine  has  been  employed  by  some  as  a  hemastetic, 
bnt  do  not  know  that  it  has  been  particularly  mentioned  for  its 
specific  value  in  such  cases.  Some  time  since  I  received  a  hastj' 
summons  to  visit,  in  consultation,  a  patient  in  an  adjoining  town. 
Upon  arriving  on  the  premises,  I  found  the  house  filled  with  anx- 
ious spectators;  the  patient,  an  Irishman,  aged  40  years-,  reported 
in  a  dying  condition.  The  priests  were  about  to  administer  the 
lioly  wafer.  The  attending  piiysicians  had  abandoned  the  case  as 
hopeless,  and  were  not  satisfied  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease. 
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After  clearing-  the  room  of  these  dangerous,  though  well  meaning 
sympathizers,  I  found  patient  in  following  condition:  countenance 
pale  and  anxious;  recognized  nie,  but  could  not  speak;  pulse  140, 
feeble  and  irregular;  a  bloody  mucus  was  oozing  from  the  mouth, 
also  blood  from  the  nose,  ears  and  eyelids;  the  entire  mucous  mem- 
brane of  mouth  was  streaked  with  blood;  gums  soft  and  bleeding. 
Upon  close  obseivation,  I  could  detect  several  rose-colored  spots 
or  petecliia>  u[)Ou  forehead  and  face.  On  turning  down  Die  bed- 
clothes, tlie  body  and  legs  presented  a  Aarigated  appearance, 
petechiic,  interspersed  with  vibices-ecch yuiosis.  Many  of  the  spots 
were  black  and  pur[)le,  often  coalescing,  and  rescml)ling  skin 
burned  witli  powder.  I  did  not  liesitate  to  pronounce  this  a  pure 
case  of  the  i)urpura-h;cinorrliagic!ii  of  Willau. 

Tlie  [)atient  had  occasional  vomiting  of  blood,  accompanied  with 
hiccougii.  As  life  seemed  fast  passing  away,  I  lost  no  time  in 
executing  tlie  following  plan  of  treatment:  I  administered  two 
ounces  turpentine,  witli  same  quantity  of  caster  oil.  I  repeated 
the  dose  in  one-lialf  hour,  alternating  with  a  little  lAd  wine.  At 
the  expiration  of  one  hour,  tiie  vomiting  and  hiccough  had  ceased; 
the  pulse  began  to  revive.  I  now  left  him,  with  orders  to  continue 
the  oil  and  turpentine,  in  one  ounce  doses  each,  for  three  consecu- 
tive hours,  or  until  the  bowels  sho:ild  have  moved  freel^',  giving  a 
Dover's  powder  at  night,  and  occasionally  a  little  wine  or  sling. 

I  visited  this  patient  at  six  o'clock  following  morning,  twelve 
hours  IVoui  the  first  attack.  His  bowels  had  been  freely  evacuated ; 
his  countenance  wore  a  more  intelligent  appearance  or  expression; 
there  was  no  more  hemorrhage,  except  a  slight  quantity  from  ex- 
pectoration and  cough,  and  accompanied  with  some  darting  pains 
through  the  chest;  he  expressed  liimself  as  feeling  much  more 
comfortable;  the  rose  spots  on  the  body  and  limbs  began  to  fade. 
Upon  my  third  visit,  tiie  patient  was  so  far  improved  that  I  left 
him  to  complete  treatment  with  tinct.  iron,  gentian  and  bark,  with 
Dover's  powders  to  control  all  local  irritation,  lie  recovered 
rapidly,  and  in  one  week  was  able  to  resume  business. 

I  have  liad,  more  recently,  an  opportunity  to  further  prove  the 
efficacy  of  large  doses  of  turpentine  in  a  case  of  liaMuatemesis, 
(oomitus-cruentus, J  or  excessive  hemorrhage  of  the  stomach.  The 
patient,  aged  35  3'ears,  of  a  strumous  diathesis,  was  seized  with 
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vomiting  blood  on  stopping  from  his  carriage  to  liousc.  I  saw 
hlra  during  the  second  attack  of  vomiting,  wliich  occurred  at  inter- 
vals of  about  live  minutes.  The  blood  first  rojc-ttcd  had  a  dariv 
and  somewhat  grumous  ai)pearance. 

The  quantit\-  already  thrown  off  ^eeiiu'd  enormous  and  frightful. 
Tlie  patient  was  a  num  of  industrious  and  strict!}'  sober  habits; 
liad  no  warning  or  iiremonitions,  cxce^jt  slight  0])prcssiou  at  tlu; 
stomach;  l)ad  no  pain,  nor  were  tliere  any  indications  of  a  gastritis; 
his  pulse  ran  low  and  feeble;  countenance  pale.  Viewing  the  case 
as  an  accidental  circumstance,  arising  from  tlie  rupture  of  l)lood- 
vessels,  or  some  mecliar.ical  obstruction  of  tlie  liver,  spleen,  or 
other  viscera,  I  immediatel}'  gave  him  from  two  to  three  ounces 
turi)entine,  with  castor  oil.  He  retained  this  some  five  minutes, 
when  it  came  up,  already  filling  a  largo  pail,  half  full,  Ijosides  tliat 
lost  before  reacliing  tiie  house.  I  repoatoil  the  dose,  and  this  he 
kept  down  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  when  rejected,  looked  blacli 
and  coaguhited.  I  again  repeated  the  dose  for  tlie  third  time,  and 
this  he  did  not  throv,'  off  under  half  an  hour.  The  quantity  was 
much  loss,  black,  and  resembled  portions  of  liver  and  coffee 
grounds;  appeared  more  comfortable  and  inclined  to  sleep.  I 
ordered  a  full  portion  of  oil,  with  one-half  ounce  turpentine,  to  be 
siven  in  a  little  wine.  From  this  time  the  vomitino:  entirelv 
ceased.  In  about  six  hours  the  bowels  had  moved  freely,  the  con- 
tents of  which  provcil  mostly  coagulated  blood.  He  remained 
feeble  for  a  few  days,  but  in  a  short  time  recovered,  under  a  gen- 
erous tonic  treatment— iron,  and  the  vegetalile  tonics,  gentian  and 
bark.  I  have  found  turpentine  to  lie  highly  beneficial  in  all  hem- 
orrhages when  administered  in  full  and  oft  repeated  doses.  Expe- 
rience will  yet  prove  this  to  be  one  of  the  mo^t  valuable  remedial 
agents  we  now  possess. 

Most  respectfully. 

J.  J\  Norton',  M.  D. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Sursieal  Journal 

De.\k  Sir: — Inasmuch  as  the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the 
nasal  passages  of  children  by  the  usual  mode,  as  described  in  our 
books,  is  many  times  attended  with  perplexing  difficulty  and  cha- 
grin to  the  surgeon,  and  intense  anxiety  to  friends,  I  am  induced 
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to  offer  a  few  suggestions  as  to  a  mode  of  practice  quite  different, 
wlueli  I  have  |)iiisiied  for  over  twenty-five  years,  obviating  many 
oiijec  lions  to  llie  iis;;al  [ilaii.  Therefore,  if  you  thinlv  proper, 
l)U^ase  [)Mi)lis!i  ia  your  .loin  uai,  the  following  simple  mode,  wliicli 
in  no  inslante,  of  all  the  varied  forms  of  substances  that  1  have 
found  ia  the  nasal  passages,  has  it  re(][uircd  over  live  minutes,  to 
give  the  desired  relief.  It  eulirely  obviates  the  use  of  chloroform, 
as  the  efforts  and  struggh's  of  the  i)Mticnt  ratlier  facilitate  the 
operation  thati  otherwise. 

Tiie  instrument  consists  of  six  or  eight  inches  of  fine  wire,  bent 
in  tlie  form  of  a  liair  pin;  indeed  I  have  several  times  used  a 
common  hair-pin  with  very  good  results;  yet  a  finer  unannealed 
wire,  is  better.  The  doul)lcd  end  of  tiie  wire  should  be  larger  or 
smaller,  to  corri:  -[K)ud  to  the  size  of  the  nostril  of  the  patient. 
The  [latieut,  (usually  a  sjnall  child)  seated  in  a  male  assistant's 
lap,  with  his  extremities  secured,  the  surgeon  can  with  a  good  degree 
of  confidence  thrust  the  bent  end  of  the  wire  into  the  nostril  above 
the  obstruction,  and  witlulraw  it,  or  |)artially  withdraw  it,  and  in 
most  instances  the  patient  is  immediately  relieved.  If  not  by  the 
first  effort,  try  again,  as  the  plan  is  sure  to  succeed;  at  least  it 
always  has  in  my  hands. 

15y  the  usual  oi)ei'ation,  !)efore  the  age  of  chloroform,  wiiile  in 
ray  pupilage,  I  saw  this  trifling  accident  several  times  by  respect- 
able surgeons  converted  into  a  protracted  and  tedious  operation, 
which  in  all  jjiobability  might  have  been  done  in  a  few  moments 
with  the  bent  wire.  The  safety  in  the  use  of  the  instrument  with- 
out chloroform,  and  the  despatch  attending  it,  renders  it  in  the 
oi)inion  of  the  writer  the  best  possible  mode  for  this  purpose. 

I  have  several  times  before  the  iutroeluction  of  chloroform  into 
practice,  used  the  sami;  instrument  to  remove  foreign  bodies  from 
the  internal  ear,  with  good  results.  Yet  I  now  usually  administer 
chloroform  and  use  forceps  as  a  better  mode. 

I  am  of  the  oj)inion,  the  same  [)rinciple  applied  to  obstructions 
of  the  ujsophagus  might  give  satisfactory  results.  The  wire  should 
be  larger  and  longer,  and  the  double  at  the  end  should  be  made  to 
correspond  to  the  size  of  the  orifice.  I  can  see  no  good  reason 
why  this  plan  might  not  be  resorted  to  in  the  absence  of  othcf 
instruments,  Avitli  a  TOsof),ablc  prospect  of  success, 
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This  lasl  is  only  u  siii>j^cslion,  not  tlie  ifsulL  ol"  c'xiK'iiinent. 
If  tlic  iibove  suggestions  imUice  a  trial,  especially  on  the  nasal 
organs,  the  writer  will  in  some  degree  have  acconii)lisiied  his  object; 
as  it  is  in  his  opinion,  (piite  likely  to  be  followed  l)y  adoption. 

Yours,  truly,  M.  II.  Shaw, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


Miscellaneous. 


Drug  Powdering. 

Substances  whicii  are  used  as  medicines  require  in  powdering 
more  lionest^',  knowledge,  care  and  attention,  and  a  better  and 
more  cleanly'  apparatus  tiian  they  generally  got  at  the  liands  of  the 
ordinary  drug  millers;  and  physicians,  pharmaceutists  and  drug- 
gists should  know  tliis,  and  be  much  more  careful  than  they  are  in 
the  character  and  (piality  of  their  powderiid  drugs.  To  the  ordin- 
ary drug  mill  all  that  comes  is  so  much  grist  to  be  ground.  Good 
and  bad  all  go  tlirougli  alike,  and  jjay  the  same  profit.  The  tons 
of  liquorice  root  for  the  tobacco  manufacturer,  and  the  do.s(^  of 
ergot  upon  which  a  human  life  often  depends,  are  treated  in  the 
same  wa}'.  The  lot  of  hard,  poor  lumps  of  opium,  picked  out  from 
the  softer,  richer  portions,  because  they  lose  less  in  powdering,  is 
powdered  either  alone  or  with  any  diluting  substance  that  may  be 
sent  with  it,  and  is  considered  to  involve  no  responsibility  to  the 
miller,  and  really  affects  his  interest  only  favorably  in  consequence 
of  being  easier  to  powder,  and  making  a  handsomer,  more  lively 
powder.  l}ut  this  handsome  powder  when  put  into  the  market  a 
little  under  price,  attracts  tlic  buyers,  and  leaves  Iiim  who  obtains 
a  fair  average  quality  for  his  powdered  opium  1)3-  sending  the  entire 
case,  rich  and  poor,  together,  to  be  powdered,  an  unsuccessful 
salesman,  though  offerin<j  at  a  smaller  profit.  The  kind  of  com[)e- 
tition  shown  by  this  example  is  ])articularly  fostered  by  drug  mills 
which  quietly  grind  all  that  is  i)resented,  because  when  a  drug  is 
powdered,  the  landmarks  of  condition  and  qualit^^  are  all  swept 
away,  leaving  very  little  except  the  bare  statements  of  the  sales- 
man.   Ilis  reliability,  or  want  of  it,  must  be  accepted  iu  all  it§ 
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broad  uncertainty.  There  is  now,  and  always  must  be,  an  open 
recognized  market  for  all  classes  and  qualities  of  drugs  and  medi- 
cines, and  the  inferior  and  bad  will  be  bought,  sold  and  used,  as 
long  as  they  yield  better  profits  at  lower  prices.  But  the  success 
which  attends  the  market  for  low  grades  of  medicines  must — except 
for  the  drug  mill — always  depend  upon  cupidity  or  ignorance,  since 
no  one  would  buy  a  bad  medicine  rather  than  good,  if  both  yielded 
the  same  profit,  and  if  he  knew  the  good  from  tiie  bad;  and  since, 
in  the  crude  state  of  drugs,  there  are  few  buyers  or  dealers  who  do 
not  know  the  dilTerence  in  appearance  between  the  good  and  bad. 
Just  here,  however,  the  drug  mill  comes  in,  and  while  performing 
the  indispensable  duty  of  converting  crude  material  into  a  condi 
tion  for  use,  so  changes  the  appearance  that  distinctions  in  quality 
may  be  entirely  obliterated  or  even  reversed,  and  the  lower  qual- 
ities may  be  made  to  appear  and  sell  the  best.  Cupidity  and  ignor- 
ance are  dangerous  to  all  mercantile  interests,  but  particularly  so 
when,  as  in  the  case  of  medicines,  they  must  be  encountered  unseen. 
The  practical  ajjplication  of  all  this  is,  that  he  who  buys  powdered 
drugs  with  the  right  motive,  should  be  sure  of  the  salesman,  since 
he  can  in  no  way  be  sure  of  anything  else.  There  appear  to  be 
few  positions  in  life  where  a  man's  word  is  of  so  much  importance, 
and  where  it  can  be  of  so  great  a  pecuniary  value  and  so  little 
intrinsic  worth.  Dealers  in  medicines  fall  into  orders  and  classes 
by  natural  laws,  just  as  everything  in  the  great  scheme  of  nature 
does.  All  in  a  short  time  acquii'e  a  commercial  standing,  and  are 
rated  accordingly  upon  the  mercantile  agency  books,  and  in  the 
channels  of  trade.  But  there  is  beside  this  a  moral  standing  not 
so  quickly  or  so  easily  acquired,  though  even  more  easily  damaged 
and  lost,  and  for  which  there  is  no  mercantile  agency.  These  dif- 
ferent standings  have  no  necessary  relations,  and  in  their  highest 
degree,  perhaps  never  coincide,  and  therefore  buying  powdered 
drugs  on  commercial  standing  alone,  is,  as  a  general  thing,  worse 
than  buying  at  random.  The  moral  status  of  the  drug  trade, 
including  drug  jjowdering,  is  not  lower  than  that  of  other  trades 
in  general,  and  is  even  perhaps  above  that  of  a  majority  of  them. 
But  in  it  the  importance  of  a  high  moral  standing  is  infinitely 
greater  than  in  any  other  trade,  because  its  results  are  vital.  It 
is  an  odious  task  to  go  about  like  a  scavenger,  raking  out  the  moral 
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filtli  from  the  tliminels  of  trade  and  setting  it  in  heaps  which  may 
apj)cal  to  the  senses  of  the  passers  by;  yet  this  must  be  done,  and 
since  the  authority  of  law  cannot  be  obtained  cither  to  prevent  or 
remove  the  accumulations,  those  who  do  not  like  it  at  their  doors 
must  remove  it  themselves.  There  are  tliose  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  who  keep  their  paths  clean,  and  there  is  integrity  and 
industry  enough  to  seek  them  out,  and  knowledge  and  discrimina- 
tion enough  to  find  them — and  they  are  often  found.  But  pecun- 
iary interests,  want  of  knowledge,  and  thoughtless  inattention  still 
so  obstruct  the  way  and  increase  the  difficulties  of  the  search,  that 
the  great  mass  of  physicians  are  very  badly  served,  and  the  bills 
of  mortality  swallow  up  the  results  unrecognized,  as  they  do  many 
other  sugar-coated  pills  of  error  and  effrontery. 

The  desire  for  jiecuniary  profit,  and  the  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject, induce  the  undersigned,  after  many  j-ears'  experience  in  a 
small  way,  to  extend  his  business  as  a  drug  i)Owderer,  promising 
those  who  choose  to  employ  his  mills,  that  there  shall  be  no  mix- 
ing or  adulteration  practiced  in  tliem,  nor  in  the  material  sent  to 
them,  and  that  the  drugs  shall  be  managed  with  due  knowledge 
and  respect  for  their  character  as  medicines.  This,  however,  can 
not  be  done  at  the  low  prices  charged  by  other  mills,  because  the 
profits  must  remain  as  good  as  theirs,  whilst  a  more  exj^ensive 
apparatus,  more  labor,  care  and  attention,  and  a  smaller  business, 
involve  greater  cost.  E.  R.  Squiijb. 

Brooklyn,  Nov.  20,  1866. 


The  Coram'"- '■■iiK'iit  exorcises  of  the  Medical  Department  of  tlie  University  of 
Buffalo  were  hold  in  St.  James  Hall,  February  2Gth,  and  were  attended  by  a  large 
and  liighly  appreciative  audience.  The  charge  to  the  graduates  by  Prof.  James 
P.  White,  was  marked  by  the  practical  discernment  and  sagacious  insight  of  the 
distinguished  speaker.  His  address  was  full  of  suggestion  and  advice,  making  it 
not  only  highly  interesting  to  the  large,  popular  audience,  but  valuable  and 
instructive  to  the  young  men  just  assuming  the  duties  of  professional  life. 
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Dr.  White  also  gave  an  interesting  historical  account  of  the  Buffalo  Medical 
College,  and  of  what  it  has  accomplished,  showing  the  steps  by  which  it  has 
gained  its  present  permanent  and  elevated  position,  among  similar  institutions. 
We  hope  to  be  able  to  publish  the  Address  entire  iu  our  next  number,  which  will 
make  further  comment  unnecessary. 

Milton  G.  Potter,  A.  B.,M.  D.,  gave  the  Valedictory  Address,  which,  for  appro- 
priateness and  elegance  of  composition,  could  not  be  surpassed.  It  was  delivered 
with  ease  and  grace — was  what  may  truthfully  be  called  "eloquent  and  impres- 
sive." 

The  examinations  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  were  made  publicly 
before  the  Curators  and  Faculty,  at  the  college  edifice  duriag  the  day,  and  were 
sustained  by  the  class  with  unusual  ability.    In  point  of  thorough  qualification 
this  cla.ss  have  never  been  equaled  in  this  institution,  and  there  was  an  evident 
pride  in  the  Faculty,  in  being  able  to  present  before  the  Curators  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  well  qualified  young  men,  for  their  approval  as  graduates. 
The  following  gentlemen  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine: 
Edwin  T.  M.  Hurlbut,  Ridgeway,  N.  Y. 
George  Monroe  Proctor.  Shaversville,  Ohio. 
Edward  C.  W.  O'Brien,  Buffalo,  N.  Y, 
John  Osborne  Palmer,  Victor,  N.  Y, 

James  Knowlton  Bentley,  Butternuts,  N.  Y, 

Albert  Carrier  Bunn,  Morris,  N,  Y, 

Hiram  Parsons  Carey,  Kiantono,  N.  Y. 

Edwin  Harrison  Farrington,  Holland,  N,  Y. 

Duncan  Alexander  Campbell,  St.  Catharines,  C.  W. 

John  Nichols,  Buflalo,  N.  Y. 

Lucius  Baker  Parmele,  A.  B.,  Alden,  N.  Y. 

John  Botsford  Sabin,  Allen  Centre,  N.  Y. 

Charles  F.  A.  Nichell,  BufRilo,  N.  Y. 

Daniel  Lester  Shull,  Dansvillo,  N.  Y. 

John  Snowdon  Weber,  Brandt,  N.  Y, 

Frederick  Charles  Stevens,  Frodonia,  N.  Y. 

Samuel  Smith  Nesbitt,  Rayson,  111. 

Charles  Brother  Schuyler,  A.  M.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Waller  Alexander  Rose,  St.  Thomas,  C.  \i. 

John  Henry  Wheeldon,  Cowlesvillo,  N.  Y. 

William  Nelson  Martin,  Cowlesville,  N.  Y. 

Israel  Pattison,  Wetland,  C.  W, 

Collins  Chidcy  Cook,  Bellevue,  Ohio. 

Ganson  Webster  Croff,  Bethany  Centre,  N.  Y. 

Erasmus  Darwin  Hills,  Schylers  Lake,  N.  Y. 

Hiram  Peak  Mervillo,  East  Java,  N.  Y. 

Francis  Burwell  i\IcCormick,  Peleo  Island,  C.  W. 

Henry  Olin  Mackres,  Clymer,  N.  Y. 

Ezra  Pcnnoll,  Daricn,  N.  Y. 
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Samuel  Rohctt  Q.  Cochrane,  Waterport,  N.  Y. 

Mahlon  Bainbridgo  Folwell,  A.  M.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Milton  Grosvenor  Potter,  A.  B.,  Attica,  N.  Y. 

Henry  Reid  Hopluns,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Charles  Stewart  Sheldon,  A.  M.,  Madison,  Wis. 

Alonzo  Tetlit  A.  M..  Buffiilo,  N.  Y. 

James  Addison  Loiinsbury,  Bethany  Mills,  N.  Y. 

Arthus  Benson  Aikin,  Moravia,  N,  Y. 

Henry  Harrison  Fish,  Mecklenburg,  N.  Y. 

Orlando  Beebce  Shenvood,  Cayutaville,  N.  Y. 

Byron  11.  Daggett,  Girard,  Pa. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  Curators  of  the  Medical  DepartnienI, 
viz:— Dr.  J.  W.  Craig,  Churchville,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Fish,  Mecklenburg. 
Schuyler  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  Dr.  C.  W.  Saunders,  Belfast,  Alleghany  Co.,  N.  Y. 


Books  Reviewed. 


Flint's  Practice  of  Medicine, 

Wo  did  not  expect  to  be  called  upon  so  soon  to  repeat  our  expressions  of  appro- 
val of  this  work;  a  few  months  only  and  we  receive  a  second  edition.  We  observe 
by  preface  to  second  edition,  "that  notwithstanding  the  brief  period  allowed  for 
a  revision,  additions  have  been  made  which,  it  is  believed,  will  enhance  the  prac- 
tical utility  of  the  volume.  Tlie  portion  treating  of  Pyajmia  has  been  re-written; 
three  affections,  omitted  in  the  first  edition,  have  been  introduced,  viz:  Perlussi.s, 
General  Cerebral  Paralysis,  and  Polyuria;  Epidemic  Cholera  has  been  considered 
at  greater  length;  the  thermometric  phenomena  of  disease  have  received  fuller 
consideration,  and,  in  connection  with  many  affections,  there  has  been  added  new 
matter,  much  of  which  relates  to  special  therapeutics."  During  the  brief  period 
wliicli  has  elapsed  since  the  publication  of  this  work  the  profession  have  generally 
become  more  or  less  familiar  with  its  teachings,  and  have  shown  their  apprecia. 
tion  of  its  value.  There  was  a  long  period  of  repose  in  authorship  upon  prac- 
tical medicine;  a  time  of  so  great  change  and  expectation,  that  physicians  stood, 
as  it  were,  motionless,  not  venturing  to  go  forward,  lest  they  go  wrong,  not  quite 
daring  to  stand  still,  liecause  everything  was  moving,  unwilling  to  turn  backwards 
since  revolutions  were  believed  to  never  go  that  way.  This  was  the  "middle 
age"  between,  active  aggressive  warfare  on  di.sease,  on  the  one  hand,  and  pru- 
dent, rational  care  of  mankind,  when  sick,  on  the  other.  The  idea  that  di.«ea^e  is 
self-limited,  and  can  often  terminate  favorably  from  inherent  tendencios  in  this 
direction,  provided  its  victims  receive  no  greater  privations  and  abuses  than  most 
well  jiPOjile  are  made  to  suffer,  is  still  so  new,  that  many  i)hysicians  even,  have 
not  yet  obtained  a  distinct  understanding  of  11,  and  as  a  conseipience  remain 
in  ignorance  of  facts,  which  it  were  much  lielUn-  to  know.  All  diseases  require 
to  be  understood,  not  so  much  thai  Ihey  may  lie  treated  with  medicines,  as  iha  ^ 
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tbey  may  not  be  interfered  with,  by  unnecessary  annoyances;  all  sick  people  j 

require  care,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  condition  of  disease  but  some  of  its  symptoms 

may  be  modified  and  its  pains  lessened  by  enlightened  and  judicious  medication.  ' 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  extreme  of  activity  in  medical  practice  which  formerly 

prevailed  will  not  be  succeeded  by  another  equally  great  extreme  in  the  opposite  ' 

direction. 

Dr.  Flint,  who  has  been  known  in  this  country  for  many  years,  both  as  an  author  j 
and  teacher,  who  has  discovered  truth,  and  pointed  it  out  clearly  and  distinctly  to  1 
others,  investigated  the  symptoms  and  natural  history  of  disease  and  recorded  its  I 
language  and  focts,  and  devoted  a  life  of  incessant  study  and  thought  to  the  doubt-  i 
ful  or  obscure  in  his  profession,  has  at  length,  in  his  ripe  scholansliip,  given  this  I 
work  to  the  profession  as  a  crowning  gift.    If  we  have  spoken  highly  of  its  value 
to  the  profession  and  world;  if  we  have  said,  all  considered,  it  is  the  very  ))est  i 
work  upon  medical  practice  in  any  language;  if  we  have  spoken  of  its  excellen- 
cies in  detail,  and  given  points  of  special  value,  we  have  yet  failed  to  express  in 
any  degree  our  present  estimate  of  its  value  as  a  guide  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
It  does  not  contain  too  much  or  too  little;  it  is  not  positive  where  doubt  should  , 
be  expressed,  or  licsitate  where  truth  is  known.    It  is  j)hilosophical  and  specula-  ' 
tive  where  philosophy  and  .speculation  are  all  that  can  at  present  bo  obtained,  but  i 
nothing  is  admitted  to  the  elevation  of  established  truth,  without  the  most  thor-  \ 
ough  investigation.    It  is  truly  remarkable  with  what  even  hand,  this  work  has 
been  written,  and  how  it  all  shows  the  most  careful  thought  and  untiring  study.  , 

It  will  bo  asked,  has  this  work  in  your  estimation  no  faults?    Yes,  it  proliably 
has  some  faults,  but  what  we  might  regard  as  its  imperfections,  and  expect  to  see 
corrected  in  the  next  edition,  many  will  regard  otherwise,  and  hope  to  have  remain  i 
unchanged.    All  cannot  see  at  the  same  distance;  the  light  is  focused  either  in  ^ 
front  of,  or  behind  the  retina.    Our  range  of  vision  is  not  the  standard  measure,  | 
and  it  would  be  presumption  for  us  to  say,  that  our  author  sometimes  tolerated  I 
measures  of  treatment  which  he  could  not  recommend,  since  many  others  would 
think,  he  should  recommend,  what  we  are  sorry  to  see  even  tolerated;  so  we  con-  j 
elude,  that,  though  it  may  yet  be  susceptible  of  improvement,  it  still  constitutes 
the  very  best  which  human  knowledge  can  at  present  produce.    "When  knowl-  j 
edge  is  increased,"  the  work  v^ill  doubtless  be  again  revised  and  enlarged ;  mean 
while  we  shall  accept  it  as  the  rule  of  practice. 


Practical  Thorapoitics.    By  Eoward  Joun*  Waiun'o,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  F.  L.  S.  Phil- 
adelphia: Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  18G7, 

The  author  says,  "since  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  the 
treatment  of  inflammatory  and  febrile  affections  has  been  in  a  transition  state, 
diffusible  stimulants  having,  in  a  groat  measure,  re-placed  blood-letting  and  other 
antiphlogistic  remedies  formerly  in  vogue.  Although  I  have  been  Tinable  fully  to 
recognize  the  groat  asserted  superiority  of  the  new  mode  of  treatment,  to  the  total 
exclusion  of  other  measures,  which  centuries  of  experience  have  proved  to  exer- 
cise valuable  remedial  powers,  yet  my  own  more  extended  experience,  as  well  as 
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the  recorded  cases  of  others,  has  conclusively  shown  that  the  old  mode  of  treaf- 
raent  was  capable  of  groat  improvement,  and  that  we  may  have  recourse,  with 
manifest  advantage,  to  stimulants  at  an  earlier  period,  and  in  larger  quantities 
than  was  formerly  regarded  either  advisable  orsafe.  A  similar  remark  applies,  with 
equal  force,  to  the  employment  of  quinine  in  the  treatment  of  paroxysmal  fevers,  in 
whieh  depletion  and  calomel  are,  in  a  great  measure,  replaced  by  the  preparations 
of  cinchona.  These  remarks  are  necessary  to  e.tplain  the  modifications  which 
.some  of  the  article;,  as  they  appeared  in  the  first  edition,  have  undergone.  It 
ha.^  been  my  earnest  endeavor  to  hold  the  balance  evenly  —a  work  of  no  small 
difficulty,  under  the  circumstances." 

The  above  quotation  gives  our  readers  a  better  insight  into  the  design  and  scope 
of  this  work  than  any  other  description,  and  we  have  given  it  in  lehgth,  Ixtcause 
.so  much  is  to  be  understood  by  the  very  little  which  is  said. 

This  edition  contains  all  the  preparations  of  the  new  British  Pharmacopia, 
together  with  notices  of  the  principal  new  remedies  which  have  been  introduced 
into  practice. 

The  design  and  scope  of  this  work  is  thoroughly  practical,  and  in  fullne.ss  of 
therapeutical  discussion  i.s  unsurpas.sed.  It  contains  what  is  known  of  the  thera- 
peutical uses  of  all  medicines,  their  sources,  chemical  and  medicinal  properties- 
doses,  etc.,  etc.  It  is  a  very  encouraging  omen  to  receive  work.s  of  this  descrip- 
tion; it  shows  that  time  corrects  abuses  and  rectifies  errors,  that  we  are  making 
progress  in  rational  medicine. 


Surgical  Clinic  of  La  Charity — Lessons  upon  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Sur 
gical  ,Disea.ses,  delivered  in  the  month  of  August,  18G5,  by  Prof.  Velpeau, 
Membre  de  1'  Institute  at  de  1'  Acad6mie  Imperiale  de  M6dicine.  Collected  and 
edited  by  A.  Regnard,  Interne  des  Eospitaux.  Reviewed  by  the  Profes.sor. 
Translated  by  W.  C.  B,  Fifield.  M  D.  Boston;  James  Campbell,  18  Tremont 
street;  18CG. 

The  name  of  Velpeau  alone,  recommends  this  book  to  the  profession,  and 
speaks  more  for  it,  than  could  any  notice  of  ours. 

The  principal  points  treated  of  in  this  neat  little  work,  are — 1 ;  Generalities. 
2;  Fractures.  3;  Affections  of  the  Joints.  4;  Inflammation  and  Abcesses.  5; 
Affections  of  the  Symphatic  system.  0;  Burns  and  Contusions.  7;  Affections  of 
the  Geuito-urinary  Organs.  8;  Affections  of  the  Anal  Regions.  9;  Affection  of 
the  Eyes.  10;  Statistics  of  Operations.  By  the  above  synopsis,  its  value  and 
usefulness  will  be  readily  seen  and  appreciated. 

"It  contains  matter,  which  is  u.seful  for  the  medical  Jurist,  and  the  practitioner 
haunted  by  the  fear  of  prosecution  for  nial-practice." 

'*  To  the  student  just  embarking  in  his  profession,  this  little  monitor  will  tell 
what  is  done  for  Surgery,  by  the  mighty  force  called  nature,  and  how  she  is  be.«t 
aided  by  art.'' 
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Infantile  PiiialysiB  and  its  Attendant  Dolbiniities.    By  Ciiaiit.kh  Favetti')  Tay- 
j,(>R,  M.  D.    rtiihult-liihia;  J.  B.  Lippiiicott,  &C().,  1SG7. 

The  author  of  this  work  ajuiears  to  regard  the  various  deforuiities  so  often  ari- 
sing inchildliood,  as  paralysis,  and  this  theory  of  the  disease  is  carried  over  into 
the  philosophy  of  a  proposed  cure.  The  more  common  deformities  are  represented 
by  wood  cut  illustrations,  and  the  various  appliances  are  also  represented,  show- 
ing the  chi(!f  means  for  rectifying  deformities.  The  hook  is  worthy  of  careful  pe- 
rusal, since  it  contains  many  useful  suggestions,  though  it  is  not  certain  that  all 
its  conclusions  and  deductions  are  fully  sustained  liy  adequate  evidence.  Dr. 
Taylor  haa  given  great  attention  to  the  topics  treated  in  this  work,  and  his  opin- 
ions are  to  be  received  with  confidence.  His  modes  of  treatment  are  highly  phi- 
losophical, and  we  have  no  doubt  successful. 


A  treatise  on  the  Principlos  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Pathology,  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children,  and  Medical  8urgery.  By  W.  Payne,  M.  D.  Philadel- 
phia. 

Showing  the  character  of  this  volume,  we  make  the  following  quotation  from 
the  introductory.  "New  School  physicians  luive  discovered,  and  are  using  reme- 
dies which  will  enable  them  to  euro  a  large  per  cent  of  cancer,  hydrophobia,  epi- 
lepsy, tetanus,  scrofula,  consumption,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  regarded  as  incurable, 
under  other  systems  of  medicine,  and  justly  styled  by  them  the  apjirohrimn  medi- 
coriuni.  Besides  the  New  School  cure  all  diseases,  both  acute  and  chronic,  in  a 
much  less  time,  and  w^th  far  more  certainty  than  any  other  system."  Further 
comments  upon  the  character  of  this  work  are  unnecessary;  jicrhaps  it  is  belter 
for  that  denomination  of  physicians,  than  to  have  no  guide  at  all. 

The  common  nat\ire  of  Epidemics,  and  tlieir  relation  to  Climate  and  Civilization. 
Also  remarks  on  contagion  and  quarantine.  From  writings  and  official  rejmrts. 
By  SouTinvooi)  Smith,  M.  D.,  physician  to  London  Fever  Hospital,  Consulting 
physician  to  the  Hospital  for  Disease  of  the  Skin,  "the  Father  of  Sanitary  Ite- 
form,"  Member  of  the  General  Board  of  Health,  1848,  18.')4,  «fec.,  Ac.  Edited  by 
T.  Raker,  Esq..  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Barrister  at  Law,  itc,  &c.  Philadelphia; 
J.  P.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  IStjfi. 

The  important  subjects  of  Epidemics — Quarantine  and  Contagion— arc  treated 
in  a  masterly  and  scientific  manner,  and  cannot  fail  to  interest,  as  well  s  instruct 
all. 

1.  Taking  the  ground  that  epidemic  diseases  are  universally  and  inseparably 
connected  with  an  epidereic  atmosphere,  he  claims  that  quarantine  can  e.xercise  no 
more  control  over  "this  atinospbere"  than  over  the  electricity  and  temperature  of 
the  common  air,  and  the  direction  of  the  wind. 

2.  Epidemics.  Without  accepting  any  of  the  numerous  theories  concerning  epi- 
demics, ho  considers  them  connected  with  the  atmosphere,  and  that  favoring  cau- 
ses, such  as  crowding,  filth,  Ac,  start  and  spread  these  di.seases. 

.'!.  Contagion.  Under  this  head,  he  gives  many  interesting  statistics,  with  re- 
gard to  the  spread  and  extent  of  Contagious  diseases  both  in  this  country  and 
elsewhere. 
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The  Ati.wtic  Moxthly.— The  Atlantic  Monthly  pnters  on  its  ninetefnth  vol  • 
lime  with  an  array  of  distinguished  names  and  sterling  articles  that  pnimiBe  well 
liir  the  coming  year.  The  January  number  contains  the  first  instalment  of  Dr. 
Holmes's  story,  "The  Guardian  Angel,''  in  which  will  be  found  the  same  old 
charm  that  so  fascinated  the  readers  of  the  Autocrat,  the  Professor,  and  Elsie 
V'enncr;  a  humorous  story  in  verse,  by  .James  Uui^sell  Lowell ;  a  graphic  sketch  of 
Henry  AV'ard  Heecher's  church,  with  some  pertinent  reflections  upon  modern 
church-going,  by  James  Parton;  a  legend  in  verse,  told  as  only  Whittier  can  tell 
it;  a  poem  entitled  -'Terminus."  (on  Growing  Old.)  by  R.  W.  Emerson;  a  spir- 
ited and  faithful  translation  of  the  contest  between  Achilles  and  Agamemnon, 
from  the  First  IJook  of  the  Iliad,  hy  W.  C.  Bryant.  Mr.  Higginson  contributes  a 
Plea  fur  culture;  Mr.  Trowbridge  furnishes  another  of  his  attractive  stories  under 
the  title.  The  .Man  who  stole  a  Meeting  House;  Rayard  Taylor  tells  a  character- 
istic story  of  The  Strange  Friend;  Mr.  Shanly  gives  a  humeroiis  sketch  of  Capil- 
ary  Freaks;  E.  C.  Stcdman  offers  a  poem  on  Pan  in  Wall  Street;  and  Walter 
Mitchell  describes  the  Kingdom  of  Infancy.  The  story  of  Katharine  Morne,  by 
the  author  of  "Herman,"  is  continued.  To|iics  of  current  political  interest  are 
thoroughly  treated — the  Causes  for  which  a  President  can  be  Impeached  are 
lucidly  set  forth,  and  Frederick  Douglass  makes  a  powerful  Appeal  to  Congress  for 
Impartial  SuflFrage.  The  number  closes  with  notices  of  several  popular  new  pub- 
lications. 


The  Nation- — A  Weekly  Journal  containing  Literary.  Artistic,  and  Scientific 
Intelligence,  Criticisms  of  Books,  Pictures,  and  Music,  Foreign  Correspondence, 
and  Deliljerate  Comments  on  the  Political  and  Social  Topics  of  the  Day. 
It  is  published  every  Thursday  in  New  York,  in  quarto  form,  of  twenty  pages, 
and  of  very  attractive  typography.    It  is  now  in  the  second  year  of  its  existence, 
and  has  already  earned  for  itself  higher  encomiums  than  were  ever  before  bestow- 
ed on  any  American  journal. 

Published  by  E.  L.  Godkin  <fc  Co.,  130  Nassau  street,  New  York. 
Terms — $5  per  annum,  $3  for  six  months,  in  advance. 


Every  Saturday. — A  journal  of  choice  reading,  selected  from  foreign  current 
literature.  Published  by  Ticknor  &  Fields.  124  Tremont  street,  Boston.  It  is  of 
rare  merit,  and  containing  as  it  does  the  cream  of  foreign  literature,  cannot  fail  to 
be  one  of  the  most  readable  magazines. 


Godey's  Lady's  Book. — This  popular  and  attractive  magazine  is  placed  regu- 
larly upon  our  table.  A  physician  can.  perhaps,  do  very  well  without  some  of 
the  current  popular  literature  of  the  day.  but  no  well  regulated  family  should  be 
without  the  various  magazines  of  this  character,  especially  Godey's  Lady's  Book. 

Several  valuable  books  have  been  received,  but  the  due  acknowledgment  has 
been  unavoidably  crowded  out;  they  w'ill  be  duly  noticed  in  our  ne,\t  number. 
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Original  Communications. 


ART.  I. — Abstract  of  Proceedings  of  the  Bvffalo  Medical  Association.  | 

Tuesday  PvVENiNr,,  February  5th,  1867.  ■ 
The  Association  was  called  to  order  at  the  usual  hour  by  the  , 
President. 

Members  present — Drs.  Gould,  White,  Congar,  Cainerling,  J.  R. 
Lothrop.  Strong,  Smith,  Miner,  Trowteridge,  Jansen,  Wyckoff, 
Little,  Wetmorc,  Cronyn,  Samo,  Gleason  and  Johnson. 

Reading  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  was  dispensed  with. 
Under  the  head  of  voluntary  communications  Dr.  Augustus  Jansen 
read  the  following  paper,  entitled  1 

A  Case  of  Constipation,  complicated  with  a  subsequent  dischurije  (f 

living  maggots.  1 

October  18th,  was  called  to  sec  Mrs.  B.  W.,  a  poor  German  i 

woman,  aged  40,  married,  and  the  mother  of  six  living  children.  i 

Had  not  menstruated  for  the  last  seven  months,  j'ct  no  signs  of  ■ 

pregnancJ^    She  complained  of  great  pain  in  the  womb,  and  had  ' 

very  severe  abdominal  singultus,  was  very  restless  and  excited. 

I  thought  it  was  hysteria,  and  gave  her  one-fourth  grain  of  mor-  j 

l)hia  every  three  hours    She  took  four  such  doses,  and  on  the  19th 

she  felt  a  great  deal  better,  complaining  only  of  giddiness  and 

nausea.  \ 

VOL.  6,  NO,  8—36.  ' 
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Oct.  20th.  Said  her  bowels  were  costive.  I  ordered  an  ounce 
and  a  half  of  castor  oil  on  some  hot  coffee.  She  vomited  some  of 
it,  and  it  did  not  move  her  bowels. 

Oct.  21st.  Same  abdominal  spasms,  womb  felt  hard  and  pain- 
ful, not  unlike  a  contracted  uterus  after  parturition.  Prescribed 
mass,  pill  galbani  co.  gr.  x,  every  two  or  three  hours;  took  ten 
doses  of  it  with  apparent  great  relief  for  the  hysterial  symptoms. 

Oct.  22d.  Not  having  had  any  stool,  T  gave  her  three  compound 
cathartic  pills  in  the  morning,  and  same  dose  in  the  evening. 

Oct.  23d.  No  operation.  Ordered  an  enema  of  two  ounces 
castor  oil  in  a  quart  of  soap-suds,  to  be  repeated  three  times  a  day 
if  necessary. 

Oct.  24th.  Calomel,  grs.  xv,  rheubarb  grs.  xx,  pulv.  opi.  grs. 
iij,  made  into  12  powders;  one  every  two  hours;  took  the  whole 
without  effect. 

Oct.  25th.  Enema  of  castor  oil  and  soap-suds  as  often  as  they 
came  away,  unless  the  bowels  should  move. 

Oct.  26th.  Gave  her  myself  an  enema  with  salt  water,  and  it 
coming  away  without  any  cathartic  show,  I  ordered  the  following: 
podyphj'lum  gr.  xii,  ext.  hyoscyami  gr.  vi,  div.  into  twelve  pills, 
one  every  three  hours.    Took  the  whole  without  avail. 

Oct.  27th,  28th  and  29tb.  Countenance  and  pulse  remaining 
good,  I  only  ordered  the  same  injections,  which  brought  nothing 
awa}^ 

Oct.  30th.  ^:  Olei.  tiglii  crotonis,  gtt.  xxv,  cons,  rose  gs., 
make  into  ten  pills,  one  every  four  hours,  and  about  a  drachm  more 
by  inunction  over  abdomen. 

Nov.  1st  and  2d.  Has  taken  all  the  pills,  but  it  did  not  start 
the  bowels.    Continued  the  injections.    Pulse  85. 

Nov.  3d.    Swelling  and  redness  over  neck  and  face. 

Nov.  4th.  Croton  oil  vesication  over  face.  Discontinued  inter- 
nal medications  by  mouth,  but  continued  injections,  and  introduced 
a  rectum  tube  and  had  her  head  lowered  and  hips  elevated  in  order 
to  have  the  injection  reach  as  far  up  as  possible. 

Nov.  7tb.  Great  pain  and  restlessness,  and  gave  her  half  a 
grain  of  morphia;  complains  of  swelling  and  scalding  in  tb« 
pudenda. 
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Nov.  8tb.  Saw  her  with  Dr.  J.  R.  Lothrop.  We  coxild  feel 
distinctly  thb  empacted  colon  and  ca'cum.  We  concluded  to  try 
elaterium  gr.  [,  divided  in  eight  doses.    She  first  took  i,  secondly 

thirdly  f,  and  last  ^.  With  the  exception  of  some  nausea  she 
felt  no  effects  of  it. 

Nov.  9th.  A  slight  show  of  menstruation  set  in  and  she  feels 
comparatively  easy. 

Nov.  10th.  I  made  her  an  infusion  of  half  an  ounce  of  socot. 
aloes  in  ten  ounces  of  water,  simmer  down  to  eight  ounces,  gavt 
one-fourth  of  it  in  a  pint  of  water  as  an  enema.  This  caused  her 
great  tormina,  but  came  off  as  it  went.  The  infusion  of  aloes  was 
all  used  by  injections ;  but  it  only  aggravated  her  sufferings. 

Nov.  11th.  Thinking  that  the  elaterium  might  have  been  inert, 
I  bought  another  sample,  of  which  I  gave  one-eighth  of  a  grain  to 
a  middle  sized  dog,  aud  it  worked  him  rather  severely.  The 
patient  took  one  grain  of  it  in  two  doses. 

Nov.  r2th.  Elaterium  had  made  her  vomit  some,  and  she  feels 
a  little  better.  Tut  her  in  a  warm  bath,  and  after  that  applied 
fomentations  to  her  bowels,  and  prescribed  calomel  gr.  viij,  opii 
gr.  ss.   She  took  six  of  these  powders  witliout  any  effect  whatever. 

Nov.  13th.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Lothrop  I  got  a  vesic  fellis- 
bovini,  the  contents  of  which  I  diluted  with  a  quart  of  tepid  water, 
and  injected  it  as  high  up  as  possible.  This  partially  relieved  tlie 
poor  woman,  and  I  thought  the  trouble  would  soon  be  over,  but 
the  case  here  assumed  quite  another  aspect,  and  the  battle  was  to 
be  fought  over  again.  The  alvine  dejection  that  followed  the  ox 
gall  injection  was  partially  liquid,  with  some  very  hard  lumps, 
together  with  an  astonishing  quantity  of  living  maggots,  about 
half  an  inch  long.  I  could  hardly  believe  my  own  eyes,  and  I  felt 
vividly  the  corruptibility  of  our  flesh,  and  how  truly  the  holy  man 
Job,  had  said,  "Putridini  dixi  pater  meas  es  et  soror  mea  vei-' 
raibus !" 

Nov.  14th.  She  complained  of  pain  in  her  bowels,  and  pointed 
out  to  me  with  her  hand  the  whole  track  of  the  ascending,  trans- 
verse and  descending  colon,  which  1  found  distended,  but  not 
quite  so  hard  as  before.  I  ordered  another  enema  of  ox  gall, 
diluted  with  water.  This  was  in  the  morning,  and  I  did  not  see  her 
in  the  evening. 
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Nov.  15th.  Was  about  the  same,  but  I  heard  to  my  disappoint- 
ment that  she  had  uot  taken  the  injection,  and  ordered  it  again, 
besides,  gave  her  eight  grains  of  calomel  with  half  grain  of  opium. 
This  again  brought  away  a  small  quantity  of  hard  f;ccal  matter, 
literally  crawling  with  worms. 

Nov.  IGth.  Found  her  with  an  erythematous  eruption  over  her 
face,  and  she  had  passed  early  in  the  morning  a  very  compact 
lump  of  white  stercoraceous  substance,  equally  swarming  with 
maggots.  I  gave  her  another  enema  with  ox  gall,  and  as  there 
was  not  the  slightest  sign  of  mercurialization  I  ventured  another 
eight  grain  dose  of  submurias.  hydr.  She  felt  cheerful,  but  ob- 
jects strongly  to  the  ox  gall  injection,  as  it  gives  her,  she  says, 
"?ji.ore  tormina  and  uneasiness  than  all  the  other  stuff  torfether." 

Nov.  l/tli.  Nothing  h.ad  passed  her  bowels.  I  found  her  sit- 
ting up  in  bed  and  cr^'ing;  the  maggots  dropping  or  skipping  out 
of  her  nostrils.  I  carefull}'  examined  her  meuth,  pliaiynx  and 
nostrils,  ]>ut  I  found  tliese  i)arts  perfectly  liealtii}'.  Evidently  the 
maggots  must  have  come  from  lier  stomach.  She  now  was  not 
only  willing,  but  very  ajixious  to  have  tlie  ox  gall  injections  re- 
peated. She  took  four  of  them  during  that  day,  and  towards  eve- 
ning she  took  infus.  senna  fol.  §i,  magn.  sulph.  ^iij,  steeped  in  ten 
ounces  of  water;  took  the  whole;  no  avail. 

Nov.  18th,  G  V.  M.  ^:  Sp.  terebinth.  §iiss,  with  vit.  ov.  ij.  I 
prepared  it  myself;  put  some  coffee  with  it.  She  drank  it  all  at 
once  from  ni}-  own  hands.  In  leaving  her  I  told  her  tliat,  if  she  had 
anj'  stools,  to  keep  at  least  the  first  one  until  I  saw  her.  The  fol- 
lowing morning  being  called  out  of  town  I  did  not  see  her  until 
5  o'clock  P.  M.  The  oil  of  turpentine  had  produced  the  intended 
effect,  both  as  a  cathartic  and  as  an  anthelmintic,  for  it  brought 
off"  a  living,  crawling  mass  of  maggots,  not  unlike  a  nest  of  cater- 
pillars recently  hatched  out.  Here  are  the  specimens.  The  poor 
suff"erer  had  the  same  night  two  more  stools,  vomited  three  times, 
and  slept  soundly  thereafter. 

Nov.  20.  Painful  micturition,  caused  no  doubt  by  tiie  turpen- 
tine, but  she  was  cheerful. 

Nov.  21st.  Ravenous  appetite.  Worms  skipping  out  of  her 
nose. 


PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  BOTFALO  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


285 


Nov.  22d.  Bowels  had  not  moved  since  19th;  give  her  an  injec- 
tion with  two  ounces  turpentine  in  some  milk  and  water. 

Nov.  23d.  Complaining  of  dizziness  and  pain  in  her  head. 
Prescribed  hyd.  sub  mur.  and  jalap  3a  20  grains,  as  nothing  could 
induce  her  to  take  turpentine  again. 

Nov.  24th.  The  medicine  had  not  operated,  and  I  ordered  three 
drops  of  croton  oil  to  be  taken  in  a  soft,  stewed  prune,  every  tlirec 
hours.    She  took  eighteen  drops  of  it  without  effect. 

Nov.  25tli.  Worms  continually  dropping  out  of  her  nose.  I  gave 
her  nolens  volens  three  ounces  of  turpentine,  in  an  enema.  This 
produced  nothing  but  a  little  nausea. 

Nov.  26  th.    Did  not  sec  her. 

Nov.  2'7th.  More  and  more  worms.  Prescribed  tart.  emet. 
gr.  ij,  syrupi  scilhe  §iij,  vini  ipecac  |ij,  aqua  camph.  5>,  a-  table 
spoonful  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  Took  every  drop  of  it,  and 
vomited  three  times  an  abundance  of  maggots. 

Nov.  '28tli.    Ravenous  appetite — gave  nothing. 

Nov.  29th.  No  stool  j'et.  Prescribed  elaterium  gr.  ss.  and 
four  hours  after  the  same.  It  did  not  afi'ect  her  any  more  than  if 
she  had  taken  so  much  sugar. 

Nov.  30th.  AVorms  crawling  out  of  her  mouth  and  nose,  the 
patient  crying  bitterly.  She  had  about  half  a  teaspoonful  of  them 
before  her  on  the  bed.  I  really  was  mortified  myself  and  felt  for 
the  woman's  sufferings,  and  the  more  so  as  she  so  im2)licitly  and 
solely  trusted  in  me.  After  considering  the  case  over  in  all  its 
bearings,  I  resolved  to  make  an  experiment.  I  remembered  that, 
when  a  child,  they  often  made  me  take  a  nostrum  called  Harlem 
oil,  to  kill  worms,  and  as  that  article  resembled  to  my  recollection, 
so  much  Petroleum,  I  made  up  my  mind  t©  try  the  latter.  I  got 
some  crude  Petroleum  and  gave  her  at  once  half  an  ounce  of  it. 
Three  hours  afterwards  she  took  the  same  quantity,  and  after  the 
third  dose  she  had  a  free  and  very  copious  evacuation,  in  which 
were  myriads  of  maggots,  apparently  all  lifeless.  Her  bowels 
moved  every  day  by  taking  a  drachm  of  the  oil  every  morning, 
without  any  more  maggots.  Her  stools,  however,  were  of  clay 
color. 

Dec.  lOtli.  Gave  up  taking  the  oil,  and  I  prescribed  infus. 
caluniba  with  tinct.  ferri  mnr.  as  a  tonic.    On  tlie  16th  the  motion 
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of  the  bowels  stopped  again,  and  being  again  a  week  without  a 
motion  of  her  bowels,  I  advised  her  to  take  the  oil  again  in  tea- 
spoonful  doses.  She  did  so,  but  it  did  not  help  her.  I  gave  her 
then  and  there  a  drachm  of  calomel  with  a  drachm  of  jalap  in 
three  doses,  four  hours  apart,  and  waited  in  vain  three  days  for  its 
operation. 

On  the  21st  I  was  sent  for  in  haste  and  found  her  in  hysterical 
convulsions,  and  unable  to  pass  her  water,  and  the  same  erysipela- 
tous swelling  over  neck  and  face.  Drew  off  thirteen  ounces  of 
highly  colored  and  oflensivc  urine,  and  gave  her  at  once  three 
ounces  of  retroleum,  to  be  relocated  every  three  hours.  After  the 
second  dose  she  had  a  free  passage  of  her  bowels,  natural  color, 
and  on  the  1st  of  January  was  up  and  about.  On  the  IGth  of 
January  she  came  to  my  office,  and  with  the  exception  of  sup- 
pressed menstruation  was  doing  well.  She  asked  rae  if  I  could 
possibly  account  for  the  presence  of  so  many  worms.  I  told  her 
that  she  might  have  eaten  some  tainted  meat,  and  thus  have  the 
maggots  developed  from  some  larva  or  flj'-blows,  as  they  arc  com- 
monl}^  called.  She  said  that,  although  living  on  very  poor  diet, 
and  got  sometimes  cold  victuals  from  public  houses,  she  was  very 
particular  in  cleanliness,  and  could  not  be  made  to  believe  that 
this  was  the  case  with  her.  Now  if  this  was  not  the  cause  of  this 
appalling  quantity  of  maggots,  what  was  it?  Were  tliej- sponta- 
neously engendered  in  and  by  the  constipated  bowels,  or  were 
they  the  cause  thereof?  There  was  no  biliary'  secretion  in  the 
stools,  and  whether  this  had  anything  to  do  with  it  I  am  not  able 
to  say,  but  thinking  that  there  was  no  bile  secreted,  I  gave  the 
repeated  doses  of  calomel,  and  the  freer  as  she  never  experienced 
the  least  inconvenience  from  it;  but  whether  the  calomel  had  the 
intended  effect  or  whether  the  secretion  of  bile  was  solely  due  to 
the  action  of  the  Petroleum,  I  cannot  determine.  One  thing 
is  certain,  Petroleum  is  a  very  powerful  and  safe  cathartic,  as  it 
proved  to  be  in  this  case,  and  also  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  B.  living  in 
the  same  house,  who  took  half  a  teaspoonful  for  costiveuess,  which 
was  removed  thereby  without  any  tormina  whatever.  In  extra- 
ordinary cases  I  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  give  it  again. 
Given  in  injections  it  may  also  prove  to  be  a  mild  and  very  effica- 
cious vermifuge. 
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Dr.  LoTiiROP  said  that  he  saw  the  case  with  Dr.  Jansen  when 
the  constipation  had  existed  about  twenty-five  days.  Upon  exam- 
ination the  impacted  colon  could  be  traced  from  the  head  of  the 
coecum,  where  there  was  a  large  and  hard  mass,  along  the  ascend- 
ing and  transverse  colon  to  the  point  where  it  began  to  descend. 
No  accumulation  could  be  detected  in  the  descending  colon.  The 
obstruction  appeared  to  be  at  the  termination  of  the  transverse 
colon.  But  in  order  that  it  might  be  ascertained,  whether  or  not 
a  malposition  of  the  uterus  existed,  which  would  act  as  a  mechan- 
ical obstruction,  an  examination  was  made.  Tiie  uterus  was  found 
normal  as  to  size  and  position,  and  freely  moveable.  As  the  condi- 
tion of  the  woman  was  good,  it  seemed  to  him  proper  to  make  a 
further  trial  of  active  cathartics. 

One  point  of  interest  in  the  case  related  by  Dr.  Jansen  was  the 
eruption  upon  the  face,  caused  by  the  absorption  of  croton  oil. 
Before  seeing  the  patient  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  it  might 
have  been  caused  by  the  contact  of  the  oil  with  the  skin  of  the 
face,  being  conveyed  thither  by  the  fingers,  as  some  of  it  had  been 
applied  externally  upon  the  abdomen.  But  upon  examination  he 
was  convinced  it  could  not  have  been  caused  in  that  way ;  as  traces 
of  the  eruption  were  found  not  only  over  the  whole  face,  but  even 
behind  the  ears  and  in  the  hair.  It  had  the  appearance,  familiar 
enough,  of  the  drying  up  of  pustules,  such  as  follows  the  applica- 
tion of  croton  oil.  It  appeared  very  plain  that  it  was  caused  by 
absorption  of  the  oil.  The  case  was  not  wholly  without  parallel. 
Pereira  mentions  a  case  where  its  use  was  followed  by  the  charac- 
teristic pustules  upon  the  face. 

The  second  point  of  interest  was  the  development  of  such  num- 
bers of  living  maggots  in  the  human  body.  In  some  of  its  fea- 
tures the  case  was,  as  far  as  he  knew,  without  parallel.  He  had, 
however,  read  the  account  of  a  case  in  which  large  numbers  of 
maggots  escaped  from  the  nasal  cavity  and  mouth.  In  that  case 
a  man  was  attacked  with  great  pain  in  the  head,  followed  by  swel- 
ling of  the  face,  and  much  general  febrile  disturbance.  In  a  short 
time,  maggots  in  great  numbers  were  discharged  from  the  nose  and 
mouth.  Means  being  taken  to  destroy  them,  the  trouble  was  soon 
over.  The  origin  of  the  worms  in  such  a  situation  was  thus 
accounted  for.    The  man  stated  that  a  few  days  before,  he  had 
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handled  the  intestines  of  a  cow,  which  he  remembered  were  fly- 
blown at  the  time.  The  ova  must  then  have  been  inhaled  and 
lodged  in  the  nasal  cavity,  where  they  became  developed  and  were 
afterwards  discharged.  In  the  case  of  Dr.  Jansen  the  worms  were 
discharged  by  the  rectum  as  well  as  by  the  mouth  and  nose.  The 
ova  then  must  have  been  swallowed  and  undergone  development 
somewhere  in  the  intestinal  tract,  i.  e.  they  must  have  been  intro- 
duced from  without,  as  he  supposed  no  one  of  the  medical  gentle- 
men present  was  ready  to  believe  in  rjeneratio  equivoca.  Strange  as 
it  might  seem,  it  was  possible  for  the  ova  to  escape  destruction 
and  become  developed.  Whether  constipation  was  due  to  this  or 
not,  certainly,  by  preventing  the  escape  of  the  ova  from  the  body 
it  would  give  opportunity  for  the  completion  of  the  process.  Had 
the  bowels  been  free  the  ova  might  have  been  discharged  from  the 
body. 

In  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  worms  were  actually  maggots,  he 
thought  that  an  examination  would  satisfy  any  one.  It  was  cer- 
tain that  they  did  not  resemble  any  parasite  known  to  inhabit  the 
human  body. 

Under  the  head  of  dissertations  upon  designated  subjects,  Dr. 
Miner  read  the  following  upon 

Surgical  Remedies  —  Vesicants,  Rubefacients,  Setons,  Issues,  etc.,  etc. 

Upon  your  earnest  and  unanimous  invitation,  I  have  reluctantly 
consented  to  read  a  paper,  designed  as  the  re-inauguration  of  a 
plan  in  our  proceedings,  which,  if  heartily  seconded  by  all  the 
members  of  the  Association,  cannot  fail  to  increase  the  value  of 
our  transactions,  both  to  ourselves  and  others.  Happy  indeed 
should  I  have  been,  had  this  task  fallen  to  other  and  more  capable 
hands,  but  as  you  would  accept  no  ajjolog}'^,  nor  listen  to  excuse, 
I  have  selected  a  topic  as  familiar  and  practical  as  possible,  and 
ask  your  indulgence  if  I  express  opinions  or  sentiments  which 
some  of  you,  and  the  profession  generally,  arc  not  ready  to  accept. 
You  will  not  be  asked  to  change  your  opinions  to  suit  any  new 
theories  or  3-our  practices  to  conform  to  new  modes  of  reasoning; 
it  is  designed  only  to  call  your  attention  to  some  points  of  prac- 
tical importance,  believing  that  errors  may  thus  be  avoided  and 
improvements  made.  This  pai>er  has  not  been  written  to  gain  the 
compliment  of  your  unanimous  approval;  you  are  at  liberty  to 
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differ  from  the  author  in  j'our  views  and  to  express  your  opinions. 
If  he  should  hereafter  return  such  favor,  please  set  it  to  a  just 
account,  and  never  carry  it  over  to  the  distant,  dearly  bought, 
unhappy  and  untruthful  reconing  of  personal  disagreement.  He 
has  sometimes  hesitated  to  speak  plainly,  fearing  to  be  misunder- 
stood, and  presumes  others  have  suffered  the  same  embarrassments. 

Vesicants,  rubefacients,  setons,  issues,  etc.,  etc.,  have  been,  and 
still  are,  employed  to  a  very  great  extent  with  the  view  of  produc- 
ing a  derivative  or  'revulsive  influence — of  inducing  an  irritation 
or  discharge  in  one  organ  which  is  healthy,  for  the  relief  of  an- 
other which  is  diseased.  Irritant  medicines  are  used  chiefly  to 
relieve  congestion  or  inflammation,  to  modify  the  undue  fullness 
of  the  vessels  and  to  relieve  pain,  the  objects  for  which  such  reme- 
dies are  used,  are  said  to  be  four-fold;  to  substitute  a  mild  inflam- 
mation for  an  intractable  one,  to  stimulate  the  absorbants,  to  act 
as  derivative,  and  to  stimulate  the  whole  system.  Inflammation 
consisting  essentially  of  unusual  atflux  of  blood  and  stagnation  in 
the  over-distended  vessels,  it  is  generally  intended  to  modify  this 
tendency  in  the  blood  current,  and  set  up  a  counter  current  in 
another  direction,  for  the  relief  of  the  first. 

The  question,  in  what  manner  an  artificial  congestion  or  inflam- 
mation, modifies  one  which  is  of  a  diseased  nature,  has  never  been 
answered  with  any  reasonable  satisfaction.  Undoubtedly  tiie  blood 
accumulates  in  the  part  newly  inflamed  or  irritated,  but  this  fact 
does  not  prove  a  relief  or  modification  of  the  original  diseased 
action.  Recently  it  is  attempted  to  explain  it  through  the  laws  of 
the  nervous  system.  Nervous  action  is  said  "to  never  be  equally 
intense  in  two  distant  places  at  the  same  time,"  and  that  "through 
these  nervous  relations,  all  stimuli,  whetlier  by  a  direct,  or  indi- 
rect action,  excite  contraction  of  the  blood  vessels,  and  thus  pro- 
duce resolution  of  engorgements."  Formerly,  much  more  than  at 
the  present  time,  irritants,  "  j^ermanent  irritants,"  as  they  are 
called,  were  held  in  estimation  as  remedial  means;  they  were  used 
to  evacuate  from  the  system  the  "  precant  humors  "  supjjosed  to 
circulate  in  the  blood  and  constitute  the  essence  of  disease.  When 
views  changed  as  the  nature  of  disease — when  its  pathology  came 
to  be  more  carefully  studied  and  thoroughly  understood,  and  when 
bleeding,  antimony,  mercury  and  other  remedies  of  the  same  class 
VOL.  6,  NO.  8 — 37. 
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were  discarded,  or  used  much  less  freciuently,  it  was  to  have  been 
exjDected  that  these  irritant  measures  would  also  have  disappeared 
from  the  list  of  common  remedies,  but  this  expectation  has  been 
disappointed,  and  blisters,  setons  and  issues  still  appear  as  too 
frequent  modes  of  torture  for  the  invalid. 

In  support  of  this  doctrine  and  plan  of  treatment,  it  has  been 
shown  how  much  health  depends^  upon  the  elimination  of  various 
deleterious,  because  effete  substances  from  the  blood,  through  the 
excretory  organs;  but  it  has'  never  been  shown  that  bile,  urea,  or 
any  other  deleterious  substance,  an}'  such  excretion  or  purification 
of  the  blood,  can  fee  produced  through  artilicial  exutories;  nothing 
but  the  common  products  of  inflammation  can  be  thus  obtained. 
At  the  present  time  the  ai)plication  of  these  remedies  is  confined 
chiefly  to  the  relief  of  pain,  and  the  modification  of  inflammatory 
action,  and  with  a  view  to  these  objects  their  employment  is  not 
infrequent.  That  confidence  is  i)laced  in  these  measures  by  well 
informed  practitioners,  and  experience  quoted  as  abundantly  sus- 
taining belief  in  their  efficiency,  is  undoubted.  Hunter  speculated 
upon  their  modes  of  action  and  was  evidently  dissatisfied  with  his 
best  explanations.  Authors,  have  almost  without  exception,  favor- 
ed the  emjiloyment  of  these  substances  as  powerful  and  valuable 
therapeutical  agents,  and  if  able  to  explain  their  action  or  not, 
have  at  least  recognized  their  value  as  remedial  means.  It  is 
common  for  authors  to  speak  of  the  dangers  of  suspending  these 
suppurating  sores,  from  fear  of  cere])ral  disorders.  They  say:  "No 
sooner  is  the  revulsive  and  de[)lctorv  action  of  the  remedy  suspen- 
ded, than  congestion  of  the  brain  begins  to  take  place,  and  unless 
active  measures  are  taken  to  avert  it,  apoplexy  is  pretty  certain  to 
result."  Every  one  is  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  prevailing  doc- 
trines concerning  these  irritant  remedies,  and  their  consideration 
may  be  omitted.  Common  forms  of  inflammatory  disease  have 
been  watched  and  practical  lessons  drawn  from  their  j)henoincn:i. 
Rheumatic  or  gouty  inflammations  which  involve  the  ligamentous 
tissues  of  joints,  generally  limiting  itself  to  the  tissue  which  it 
invades,  is  still  very  apt  to  extend  to  the  pericardeuni,  and  some- 
times to  the  membranes  of  the  brain;  so  also  mumps — inflam- 
mation of  the  parotid,  may  involve  the  testes  and  mamma-. — 
The  idea  is  prevalent  that  there  is  a  translation  of  the  disease 
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from  one  i)art  to  another,  an  actual  cndosmosis,  and  hence  the 
application  of  vesicants  or  rubefacients  to  the  primary  seat  of 
the  affection,  from  which  disease  has  taken  its  departure.  With- 
out turning  aside  to  consider  the  phenomena  of  such  diseases  at 
too  great  length,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say,  that,  strange  enough, 
the  same  theapeutical  measures,  (counter-irritants)  are  applied  both 
for  the  j-emoval  of  such  primary  disease,  and  also  to  bring  it  back 
to  its  original  seat  after  it  has  vacated  it,  both  as  a  cause  and  cure. 
The  actual  phenomena  of  these  diseases  are  perhaps  explainable, 
but  the  treatment  by  vesication  or  counter-irritation  is  probablj^ 
not  greatly  in  harmony  with  any  very  correct  pathological  view. 

Blistering  is  a  favorite  remedy  with  many  practitioners,  and  is 
resorted  to  for  various  purposes.  Not  long  since  all  internal 
inflammations  were  treated  by  external  vesication,  perhaps  solely 
from  its  supposed  derivative  or  substitutive  effect.  Puerperal 
inflammation  once  combated  with  venesection,  mercurialization  and 
extensive  external  vesication,  is  now  more  successfullj'^  treated 
with  anodjaies,  and  simple  fomentations.  Inflammation  of  the 
lungs  and  pleura  formerly  treated  by  the  whole  armament  of  deple- 
tion, is  now  in  the  best  manner  controlled  by  rest,  position,  and 
anodynes,  the  blistering,  bleeding  and  starvation  wholly  omitted. 
Inflammation  of  the  eye,  in  its  various  forms,  formerly  submitted 
to  leeching,  blistering,  cauterizing,  low  diet,  etc. ,  is  not  often  at 
the  present  time  subjected  to  the  action  of  sucii  remedies,  but  ter- 
minates more  safely  under  milder  measures.  The  diseases  most 
eminently  requiring,  as  supposed,  the  action  of  these  remedies,  are 
now  known  to  recover  as  rapidly  and  certainly  without  them,  .and 
thus  we  are  furnished  with  presumptive  evidence,  at  least,  that  they 
are  nearly,  perhaps  wholly  incapable  of  good,  better,  if  we  could 
also  add  of  harm,  but  we  are  obliged  to  confess  that  if  unproduc- 
tive of  good,  the}''  are  yet  potent  for  evil. 

We  all  rely  largely  upon  our  own  experience  in  these  matters, 
though  experience  establishes  error  more  frequently  than  truth,  as 
the  whole  history  of  medicine  will  show.  The  experience  of  phy- 
sicians from  tlie  creation  of  the  world  until  the  present  time, 
appears  to  favor  a  general  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  this  class  of 
remedies,  though  there  is  no  doul)t  but  the  recent  revolutions  of 
practice,  have  turned  out  in  some  measure  the  constant  use  of  them. 
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It  is  remarkable  how  distinctly  we  can  see  whatever  we  attentively 
look  for  and  confidently  expect  to  see,  and  especially  so,  if  those 
we  most  respect  think  they  can  see  the  same  thing.  For  the  first 
ten  years  of  my  professional  life,  I  could  see  the  great  efficacy  of 
blisters,  could  see  the  value  of  setons  and  the  danger  of  apoplexy 
when  suppurating  sores  were  allowed  to  heal;  could  see  everything 
that  any  one  could  in  this  direction.  For  the  last  ten  years,  I  am 
frank  to  confess,  I  have  been  unable  to  see  it;  have  not  seen  apo" 
plexy  follow  the  removal  of  a  seton,  and  am  also  certain  that  I 
never  saw  it,  reasonably  traceable  to  it  as  the  cause ;  have  not  seen 
cerebral  congestion  after  removal  of  suppurating  sores,  even  of 
years'  standing,  but  on  the  contrary  observe  increase  of  flesh  and 
strength  after  amputation  for  suppurating  disease  of  joints  or  other 
structures,  and  look  upon  it  as  proof  of  returning  health.  Every 
few  days  brings  to  notice  cases  of  spinal  curvature,  scrofulous 
inflammation  of  joints,  or  other  similar  disease,  under  treatment  by 
blisters,  moxa,  seton  or  issue,  all  of  which  appears  to  me  now  as 
only  adding  to  the  unfortunate  victim  another  and  worse  curse. 
They  irritate  and  distress,  cause  loss  of  appetite,  sleep,  and  rest, 
depress  the  strength  and  spirits,  and  are  the  relics  of  a  vague 
and  exploded  tlieory,  which  should  be  buried  with  the  "  peccant 
humors"  of  antiquity.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  blisters  are 
still  fashionable  appliances  for  the  relief  of  all  pains,  from  unde- 
termined causes;  tlie  abdomen,  in  women,  who,  after  confine- 
ment, complain  of  tenderness,  especially  if  associated  witii  febrile 
action,  is  very  often  found  covered  with  a  large  blister — blistering 
is  still,  with  many  physicians,  a  standard  remedy  in  puerperal 
inflammation.  Inflammations  of  the  lungs  and  pleura,  even  in 
children,  are  often  subjected  to  this  unnatural,  unnecessary  and 
unscientific  treatment;  and  1  may  add,  that  looking  over  the 
list  of  diseases,  in  which  this  system  is  even  now  strongly 
recommended  in  our  recent  standard  works,  I  find  few,  if  any,  in 
the  whole  range  of  known  diseases  but  are  thought  by  some  good 
authority,  to  be  benefited  in  some  of  its  stages,  by  this  system  of 
practice.  Driven  from  the  unnecessary  and  indiscriminate  use  of 
the  lancet,  from  tlie  extravagant  employment  of  depressing  firte- 
rial  sedatives,  and  some  of  the  more  objectionable  "iieroic  reme- 
dies" the  remaining  irritant  adjuvants,  in  the  same  system,  liave 
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been  retained,  and  their  application  scarcely  lessened  in  frequency, 
excepting  by  a  few  who  nearly  discard  them  altogether.  That 
there  is  a  popular  belief  in  the  curative  virtues  of  the  irritant 
remedies  is  certain,  and  it  is  not  uncommon"to  hear  this  fact  refer- 
red to,  as  apology  for  their  application,  "  My  patient  would  think 
I  was  doing  nothing,  if  I  did  not  apply 'the  blister."  On  the  other 
band  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  this  system  of  i^ractice,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  unnecessary  and  useless  administration  of  unjjalata- 
ble  drugs,  has  had  a  tendency  to  drive  people  from  confidence  in 
the  practice  of  the  regular  profession,  to  the  adoption  of  some 
inert,  inoperative,  unscientific  and  absurd  system,  which  is  less 
unpleasant  in  its  measures  of  treatment.  "We  look  in  all  direc- 
tions but  the  right  one  for  explanation  of  the  readiness  with  which 
the  public  adopt  extravagant,  untruthful,  useless  and  inconsistant 
systems  of  medical  practice;  possibly  it  has  not  "erred  without  a 
cause," — has  adopted  them  as  justifiable  measures  of  self-defense. 

Blisters  may  be  applied  many  times  without  great  pain,  possibly 
even  with  liencfit,  for  it  is  not  certain,  they,  and  the  other  remedies 
of  the  same  class,  are  never  useful ;  certainly  during  their  action 
other  pains  are  forgotten — the  mind  is  diverted  from  the  pain  of 
the  diseased  part,  by  the  more  active  irritation  in  the  health^' 
organ.  If  we  had  no  other  and  better  means  of  allaying  or  caus- 
ing pain  to  be  forgotten,  this  plea  would  have  some  force,  but  no 
such  circumstances  have  ever  appeared  in  its  favor.  The  expedi- 
ent of  producing  greater  pain,  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  atten- 
tion to  a  lesser  one,  perhaps  of  longer  standing,  has  little  to 
recommend  it  to  favor,  nothing  since  the  discovery  of  the  present 
known  agents  for  its  relief.  If  the  author  had  invented  such  an 
accusation,  alleging  that  this  class  of  remedies,  is  useful,  if  at  all, 
or  mainly  so,  by  diverting  attention  to  another  and  greater  pain 
than  that  of  disease,  lie  would  have  been  called  skeptic,  and  unbe- 
lieving, without  faitli  in  the  value  of  medicines  generally,  and 
ready  to  deny  or  underrate  their  curative  virtues;  but  this  explan- 
ation is  given  by  those  who  advocate  their  employment,  and  are 
most  decided  in  their  favor — it  is  the  compliment  of  a  friend  and 
not  the  sarcasm  of  an  enemy.  But  it  will  be  said,  blisters  are 
useful  in  diverting  -the  current  of  blood  to  other  and  distant  parts, 
or  by  its  stimulant  action,  causing  contraction  in  the  vessels  and 
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consequent  relief  of  congestion  and   incipient   inflammation. — ■  | 
Experiment  shows  that  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  vessels  is  not  i 
easilj'  diminished,  t!iat  they  contain  about  the  same  volume  even 
when  large  vessels  are  opened  and  hemorrhage  is  considerable; 
that  if  tlie  amount  is  diminished  at  all,  it  is  only  temporarily,  since 
the  vessels  contain  at  all  times,  except  in  cholera  and  some  other  ! 
similar  disease,  ahouL  the  same  quantity,  even  if  the  quality  is  | 
impoverished.    That  the  mind  has  some  influence  upon  the  circu- 
lation is  not  doubted,  but  that  tlie  value  of  counter-irritation  can 
be  established  upon  au}'  mental  control  which  can  be  brought  to  | 
bear  upon  the  circulation,  is  improbable.  j 

It  is  not  proposed  to  wliolly  discard  this  c^lass  of  remedies,  or  j 
to  intimate  tliat  they  are  never  useful;  it  is  lather  to  call  attention 
to  the  improi)not3'  of  their  common  and  indiscriminate  employ-  i 
ment.    It  cannot  ))e  doubted  that  these  measures,  as  remedial  > 
means,  are  gradually  disappearing  from  the  list  of  remedies,  and 
probal)ly  the  more  rapid  this  change  the  better,  both  for  the  pro- 
fession and  public.    Tliat  they  have  any  influence  for  good,  at  all  ' 
to  be  compared  with  the  pain,  irrit3,tion,  distress  and  discomfort 
they  produce,  is  no  way  certain,  and  when  they  are  almost  whollj' 
discarded,  physicians  will  have  lost  but  little  from  their  available 
means  of  curing  disease.    It  has  been  intimated  that  authors  gen- 
erally favor  the  employment  of  these  remedies,  but  it  will  not  be 
inferred  that  the  opinions  ex[)ressed  as  to  their  abuses,  and  mis- 
uses, are  unsustained  by  the  most  distinguished  observers. 

M.  Louis  says,  "Blisters  ought  to  be  banished  from  the  treat- 
ment of  the  typhoid  affection.    If  they  exercised  any  influence 
upon  the  duration  of  the  disease,  in  the  patients  who  have  recov-  j 
ered,  it  was      prolonfjing  \\,  a  little."    Again,  "  I  have  not  only  I 
rejected  vesication  from  the  treatment  of  pneumonitis;  I  have  also 
ceased  to  employ  it  in  pleurisy  and  pericarditis.    How  can  we  j 
believe  that  the  effect  of  a  blister  is  to  check  the  inflammation,  i 
when  this  blister  is  one  inflammation  superadded  to  another?  in  | 
thoracic  inflammations  their  usefulness  is  neither  strictly  demon- 
strated, nor  even  probable.''''  \ 

"One  thing  ismost  assuredly  beyond  question,  andweshould  never  ] 
be  weary  of  repeating  it,  that  the  therapeutic  value  of  blisters  is  un-  I 
knoion;  that  it  must  be  studied  by  the  aid  of  numerous  and  care-  ! 
fully  noted  facts,  just  as  if  nothing  at  all  were  l-nou'n  about  if'' 
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There  are  many  theories  and  speculations  concerning  these  sub- 
jects which  have  not  even  been  mentioned,  as  it  was  no  part  of  the 
purpose  to  weary  you  with  arguments  for  or  against  their  use.  It 
will  be  said  that  experience  sustains  the  opinion  that  this  class  of 
remedies  is  powerful  and  important,  and  few  physicians  but  will 
revert  back  to  a  case  where  some  of  these  measures  were  adopted 
with  unmistakable  advantage.  We  must  all  guard  ourselves  lest 
we  adopt  opinions  upon  insufficient  grounds.  Practical  medicine 
has  been  retarded  more  manifestly  by  this  one  error,  than  by  any 
other;  and  it  is  a  reflection  upon  the  mental  acumen  of  men,  if 
they  habitually  allow  themselves  to  be  convinced  without  adequate 
evidence.  On  the  other  hand,  a  readiness  to  concede  what  is  shown 
with  reasonable  certainty  to  be  true,  is  highly  commendable,  and 
I  would  be  the  last  to  underrate  the  curative  virtues  of  valuable 
remedies,  and  the  very  first,  to  rid  the  profession  and  public,  of 
undue  confidence  in  the  properties  and  uses  of  all  remedies,  which 
are  retained  from  respect  to  long  usage,  and  the  opinions  of  others^ 
as  liable  as  ourselves  to  be  deceived. 

Du.  CoNGAR  said,  that  while  he  disliked  to  difler  with  Dr.  Miner 
in  regard  to  counter-irritation,  or  any  other  medical  subject,  still 
he  must  be  allowed  to  dissent  from  some  of  the  positions  taken  in 
this  Essay,  he  could  not  endorse  all  that  had  been  stated  of  the 
ineflSciency  of  blisters,  etc. ,  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  disease ;  for, 
after  abating  the  effects  of  their  misapplication  in  time,  place  and 
condition,  by  the  ignorant,  the  inexperienced,  the  careless  and  the 
hasty,  there  remained  a  very  large  and  predominant  amount  of 
good  from  their  use  in  the  hands  of  the  pi'ofession,  if  he  could 
judge  from  an  experience  of  over  twenty-five  years.  Early  in  his 
professional  life  the  principle  of  their  employment  had  been  ineffa- 
cably  impressed  upon  the  memory;  and  by  always  limiting  their 
application  to  an  open  state  of  the  bowels,  and  to  the  commence, 
meiit  of  the  return  of  the  secretional  functions,  as  evidenced  by  a 
perspirable  skin  in  pleurisy,  peritonitis,  etc.,  etc.,  blisters,  etc., 
especially  when  aided  by  opium  and  its  ])rcparations,  had  invaria- 
bly fulfilled  legitimate  expectations  of  relief  and  cure. 

This,  he  continued,  brought  to  mind  a  case  at  the  Hospital  of 
the  Sisters  of  Charity  some  seventeen  months  ago,  which  so  hap- 
pily illustrated  the  principles  of  application,  and  the  advantages  of 
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the  appropriate  use  of  blisters,  that  he  was  constrained  to  give  a 
succinct  statement  of  it.  It  was  that  of  a  servant  girl,  nineteen 
years  of  age,  in  whom  the  menses  had  appeared  at  irregular  peri- 
ods, since  supi)ression  some  two  years  previously;  the  bowel  were 
habitually  constipated,  except  an  occasional  interruption  from  pro- 
fuse diarrhoea;  the  tongue  was  red  and  dry;  the  abdomen  was 
enlarged  to  about  the  size  produced  by  the  fifth  month  of  preg- 
nancy; when  the  lower  extremities  were  drawn  up,  beneath  the 
integuments,  hardness  and  tenderness  were  every  where  found ;  at 
one  time  this  abdominal  hardness  had  the  exact  feel  of  an  enlarged 
uterus  of  five  or  six  months'  pregnancy;  and  at  another,  this  feel 
could  not  be  discerned,  but  in  its  place,  smaller  hardnesses,  or 
tumors;  and  then  again,  the  hardness  would  be  uniform  over  tiie 
abdomen;  these,  as  he  learned  from  his  predecessor  at  the  hos 
pital,  had  been  the  patient's  symptoms  since  her  entrance  some, 
weeks  before.  The  bowels  had  at  this  time  become  somewhat 
more  regular  in  their  movements,  and  the  menses  were  flowing; 
during  the  following  two  weeks  no  alteration  in  the  course  pursued 
by  tlie  retiring  physician  was  made;  the  pulse  ran  from  ninety-six 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty;  the  tongue  was  dark,  dry  and  rough 
in  the  centre,  and  its  sides  covered  with  a  vellowish  brown  fur, 
the  teeth  showed  a  collection  of  sordes,  the  breath  was  offensive, 
and  the  skin  dry.  Now,  the  necessities  of  the  case  demanded  a 
change  of  the  treatment;  the  bowels  had  not  been  open  for  some 
three  daj-s;  he  commenced  by  giving  castor  oil  to  open  the  bowels 
freely,  following  it  by  ten  grains  of  Dover's  jjowder,  and  when 
from  its  effect  the  skin  began  to  perspire,  he  ordered  a  blister  to 
cover  the  whole  abdomen,  dress  with  poultices,  followed  by  simple 
cerate  till  healed;  and  also  tinct.  cinch  comp.  5i,  at  meals,  with 
plain  diet.  This  was  repeated  about  every  fifth  day  for  six  weeks: 
the  improvement  wasver^'  marked  immediately  after  every  blister; 
if  the  interval  was  prolonged  after  the  healing  of  one  before  the 
application  of  another  blister,  from  the  time  of  healing  until 
another  vesication,  the  patient  did  not  gain;  but  while  their  repeti- 
tion was  made,  as  fast  as  the  abdominal  surface  would  allow,  the 
decrease  of  the  tenderness  and  hardness  was  stead\-  and  rapid,  the 
pulse  lessened  in  frequency,  the  dry,  rough,  and  dark  tongue, 
slowly  became  moist,  smooth,  and  lighter  in  color,  the  offensive- 
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ness  of  the  breath,  and  the  sordes  ou  the  teeth  ceased  to  be  no- 
ticed, until  at  the  end  of  two  months  the  menses  returned  healthfully, 
and  the  patient  was  in  health. 

The  cure  of  this  case  was  evidently  brought  about  by  the  con- 
tinuous repetition  of  blisters,  applied  as  he  always  used  them  in 
the  conditions  named  above.  These  conditions  he  believed  were, 
in  order  to  be  remedial,  required  by  all  counter-irritants;  conse- 
quently, it  would  be  simply  impossible  for  liim  to  c<  ncur  entirely 
with  the  able  author  of  this  (in  most  respects)  excellent  essay, 
with  which  the  Society  had  been  favored. 

Dr.  Strong  said,  it  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  to  have  been 
very  properly  said  by  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me,  that  the 
paper  which  introduces  the  discussion  of  the  evening,  by  Dr.  Miner, 
is  quite  too  sweeping  and  undiscriminating  in  the  positions  it 
takes.  And  here  a  word  as  to  the  designation  of  the  discussion, 
viz:  '■^Surgical  Remedies."  I  came  in  expecting,  from  the  Secre- 
tary's note,  a  discussion  upon  remedies  in  surgery.  But  the  paper 
of  the  evening  seems,  if  I  rightly  apprehend  it,  devoted  to  impair- 
ing our  confidence  in  the  whole  system  of  counter-irritation  and 
derivation  by  blisters,  setons,  issues,  moxas,  etc.,  etc.,  in  the 
treatment  of  all  forms  and  phases  of  disease.  I  fail  to  see  the 
propriety  of  calling  these  surgical  remedies,  in  any  fair  acceptation 
of  the  term.  It  seems  to  me  a  misnomer.  And  I  was  misled  by 
it  into  supposing  that  our  discussion  was  to  be  on  the  merits  of 
our  resources  in  surgical  practice.  But  thus  much  only  as  apology 
for  lack  of  preparation  for  the  discussion. 

The  assault  is  made  upon  blisters,  etc. ,  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
ease. For  although  the  text  of  the  paper  contends  only  for  their 
being  almost  wholly  useless,  or  worse  than  that,  I  think  the  infer- 
ence is  not  very  wide  of  the  mark,  that  the  author  tvholly  discard* 
them.  Now  I  am  very  far  from  contending  or  believing  that  they 
have  not  often  been,  or  are  not  liable  to  be  used  injudiciously  and 
unnecessarily — especially  when  prescribed  for  infants  and  very 
young  children.  In  such  cases,  if  used  at  all,  they  (I  mean  now  blis- 
ters) should  be  used  with  the  utmost  caution.  But  to  argue  from  their 
abuse  or  their  indiscreet  use,  that  they  arc  never  of  service,  and 
should  be  wholly  ignored,  it  strikes  me  is  a  strange  nan  sequitur. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  8 — 38 
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I  would  like  lo  be  told  what  mt'dicinc  we  have,  or  what  resource  | 

we  have  of  any  potency  either  in  medicine  or  surgery  that  is  not  | 

obnoxious  to  the  same  objection.    Of  course  this  mode  of  argu-  | 

meiit  is  hardly  worthy  a  place  among  men  of  sense  and  discrimina-  ' 
tiou.    If  I  understand  the  purport  of  the  paj)er,  it  deduces  from 

the  fact  that  authorities  differ  as  to  the  rationale  of  their  effect,  ! 

one  claiming  that  it  is  through  the  uorvous  system,  another  thro'  , 

their  effect  in  determination  of  blood,  or  upon  the  capillary  circu-  \ 

lation,  others  in  still  other  ways — that  hence  they  are  unworthy  to  i 

be  held  to  or  retained.  ' 

Now  I  have  long  since  ceased  to  spend  much  time  or  l)reath  • 

upon  the  modus  operandi  of  medication,  whether  external  or  inter-  i 
nal.    But  what  can  be  said  in  this  regard  against  blisters,  etc.,  etc., 
that  cannot  be  alleged  with  equal  truth  against  every  medicine  or 
means  to  which  we  resoi't?    Is  it  fair  to  claim  that  because  we  do 
not  fully  understand  their  mode  of  operation,  we  Should  shut  our 

eyes  to  their  palpably  beneficial  effect  in  modifying  and  abating  ' 

morbid  processes  ?    The  truth  is,  and  it  may  as  well  be  admitted,  1 

that  the  modus  operandi  of  medicaments,  external  or  internal,  has  i 

ever  been,  is  yet,  and  perhaps  may  ever  remain,  almost  wholly  a  , 

terra  incognita.    But  this  style  of  logic  is  too  rudimentary  to  waste  i 

words  upon.  i 

Again,  the  paper  says,  in  substance,  that  the  pain  they  cause  is  j 
as  bad  as,  or  worse  than,  the  pain,  to  relieve  which  they  are  pre- 
scribed.   This  objection  is  weak,  because,  1st.  They  are  rarely,  if 

ever,  prescribed  with  primary  intention  of  relieving  pain.  They  j 
relieve   pain  only  when,  and  to  the  extent  that  they  reduce 

and  obviate  inflammation.    Moreover,  it  has  always  appeared  to  ! 

me  that  the  alleged  pain  from  a  blister  is  wildly  exaggerated.    It  ' 

is  very  rarely,  under  my  observation,  that  pain  is  complained  of  ' 

from  a  blister,  except  sometimes  at  the  moment  of  drawing,  or  ! 
elevation  of  cuticle.    But  even  if  it  wore,  is  the  pain  of  a  surgical 
operation  for  the  removal  of  a  non-painful  disease  a  valid  objection 

to  its  being  resorted  to  ?  AVhere  will  this  kind  of  argument  lead  j 
us?    But  this  style  of  objection,  too,  seems  concededly  frivolous; 

and  the  tru"  appeal  is  taken,  that,  viz:  to  results  of  experience  | 

and  obser\  ;.Lion.  And  here,  if  I  understand  the  paper,  the  Doctor  | 
takes  the  bull  squarely  by  the  horns,  and  denies  that  the  results  of 
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observation  and  experience  do  or  can  sustain  the  practice.  The 
jjaijer  befoi'e  us  cavils  at  the  results  of  observation  as  unreliable; 
and  as  likely  to  lead  us  astray  as  to  guide  us  aright.  Candor  com- 
pels the  admission  that  they  many  times  have  been  so.  Subsidence 
of  disease  often  proving  coincident  with,  rather  than  standing  in 
the  relation  of  efiect  to  cause,  to  the  means  and  measures  resorted 
to.  But  after  all  abatements  and  concessions  from  imperfect  ob- 
servations, I  still  must  contend  that  carefully  made,  sufficiently 
multiplied,  bed-side  observations  and  comparisons,  are  our  main, 
if  not  only  reliance,  in  deciding  upon  the  merits  of  remedial 
resources.  Now  the  effect  of  the  epispastic,  the  moxa,  etc.,  may 
not  be  quite  so  pal[)able  as  amputation  at  the  hip-joint,  but  I  think 
nearly  all  of  the  best  medical  observers  of  the  profession  regard 
their  beneficial  effect  about  as  demonstrable;  I  moan  as  demonstra- 
ble to  any  but  a  purelj'  surr/icnl  mind.  They  [surgeons,  inire  and 
simple,]  seem  to  constitute  a  class  sui  generis.  Living  and  moving 
in  the  sphere  of  the  palpable,  the  tangible,  the  mechanical — an}-- 
thing  that  is  not  removable  by  tlie  A-h(/(?,  is  not  amenable  to  treat- 
ment. If  it  cannot  bp  out  out,  or  cut  off,  it  is  consigned  to  the 
limbo  of  inourability. 

One  of  the  ablest  surgeons  of  m}'  acquaintance,  in  former  years, 
had  got  liis  materia  viedica  simplified  to  calomel  and  opium,  and  I 
am  not  sure  if  bv  this  time  even  these  have  not  l)cen  thrown  over- 
board. It  seems  to  be  the  surgeon's  idiosynorasy.  Now  I  shall 
ever  stand  before  the  tribunal  of  this  Association  for  the  freest 
and  most  unfettered  expression  of  opinion  and  judgment.  Stand- 
ing each  "on  his  oivn  leather,''''  and  given  the  privilege  of  combating 
what  we  regard  as  heterodox,  crude,  or  baneful,  there  is  nothins' 
whereof  to  complain. 

But  I  submit,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  hardly  tlie  fsiir  tiling  for  one 
like  tlie  essayist  of  the  evening,  wlio  almost  wholly  affects  surgery, 
and  devotes  himself  so  zealously  to  his  favorite  bran^Ii,  especiall3' 
as  he  chances  to  be  the  Editor  of  the  local  Medical  Journal  of  this 
part  of  the  State,  and  who,  as  such,  may,  in  a  manner  be  regarded 
as  the  exponent  of  tlic  views  of  the  profession,  as  to  our  resources  in 
the  treatment  of  diseases;  I  submit,  1  repeat,  if  it  is  quite  fair  or 
commendable  for  one  in  his  position  to  so  boldly  and  frccpiently 
attack  and  nttempt  to  bring  into  disrepute  some  of  our  resources 
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SO  universally  aece^jted  as  valuable  and  in  many  cases  indispensable, 
as  the  essayist  has  done  this  evening,  and  as  many  of  us  think  he 
is  rather  prone  to  do  in  his  editorial  capacity. 

Of  course,  upon  those  of  us  who,  from  long  and  careful  observa- 
tion, have  settled  the  question  of  their  corai)arative  value  beyond 
the  reach  of  carping,  these  inculcations  will  fall  harmless.  But 
how  different  with  the  inexperienced  in  practice,  with  whom  the 
Medical  Journal,  and  especially  its  editorial  department,  is  apt 
to  be  regarded  as  supreme  authority,  or  as  a  court  of  ultimate 
appeal  ? 

Will  the  Doctor  regard  it  as  too  personal  if  I  say  that  in  my 
judgment  the  tendency  of  such  teachings  from  one  in  his  position, 
is  little,  if  anything,  short  of  pernicious,  upon  many  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  as  such  is  to  be  deprecated?  The  truth  is,  I  fear  my 
friend  must  be  regarded  as  well  nigh  heretical,  certainly  skeptical, 
in  matters  distinctively  medical.  Or,  in  other  words,  that  the  sur- 
geon's idiosyncrasy  is  getting  to  be  alarmingly  developed  in  his 
case!  And  with  the  utmost  deference  to  his  intention  and  motive, 
will  he  allow  me  in  all  kindness  to  give  expression  to  what  is  ver}- 
often  said,  that  he  is  apt  to  make  quite  too  free  with — to  cut  quite 
too  deep  and  indiscriminate  into,  our  cherished  resources  for  the 
treatment  of  disease? 

A  word  as  to  the  question  of  tiie  benefits  of  local,  superficial, 
suppurative  discharges,  spontaneous  or  artificial,  in  the  treatment 
of  certain  ciironic  maladies,  whether  cerebral,  thoracic  or  spinal. 
If  they  have  not  in  many  cases  proved  of  eminent  service  in  either 
wholly  arresting,  or  greatly  postponing  fatal  diseases,  and  if  the 
suspension  or  abatement  of  such  discharges  has  not  frequently' 
precipitated  a  fatal  result,  the  records  of  medicine  must  be  re- 
garded as  irredeemably  stupid  in  tracing  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect.  If  these  eflects  and  results  have  not  been  well  estab- 
lished— proven  beyond  the  possil/ility  of  cavil,  it  would  seem 
entirely'  pertinent  to  question  if  anything  is  settled  and  certain  in 
the  therapeutics  of  medicine.  I?  this  is  a  matter  of  doubt,  we  may 
as  well  wipe  out  all  testimony  from  observations  and  begin  anew. 

Dr.  TROWBRiiKiK  said,  I  think  that  Dr.  Miner  has  been  too 
sweeping  in  his  assertions  in  regard  to  counter-irritants.  It  is 
true  that  our  best  medic.il  men  cannot  always  explain  the  action  of 
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remedies;  although  they  may  be  fully  satisfied,  both  from  reason 
and  experience,  that  their  remedies  produce  the  desired  effect. 
Recollect  many  cases  that  occurred  while  I  was  in  practice  in 
which  counter-irritants  were  of  undoubted  value.  In  1849  saw  a 
lady  of  this  city  who  was  taken  with  cholera,  and  suffered  severely 
from  that  disease.  After  the  subsidence  of  the  cholera  a  persist- 
ent diarrhoea  supervened.  On  recommendation  of  Dr.  Pratt,  with 
whom  I  saw  the  patient,  a  blister  large  enough  to  cover  the  whole 
abdomen  was  applied.  As  soon  as  the  blister  filled,  the  diarrhoea 
was  cured.  Blisters  have  been  carelessly  and  indiscriminately 
used,  but  when  carefully  and  properly  used  they  are  beneficial. 

Dr.  Cronyn  observed,  that  he  was  a  little  disappointed  in  find- 
ing a  difference  in  the  title  and  matter  of  the  paper  read;  that  he 
came  prepared  to  hear  of  some  new  method  of  tying  an  artery, 
treating  an  aneurism,  or  healing  an  old  ulcer;  instead  of  which 
the  learned  author  had  made  an  onslaught  on  time-honored  med- 
ical remedies.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  paper  involved  the  ques- 
tion so  thoroughly  discussed  in  England  a  few  years  ago,  in  which 
there  were  two  extreme  parties,  to  one  of  whom  the  author  too 
evidently  belongs,  the  one  as  will  be  remembered  insisting  that 
there  was  a  decided  change  of  type  in  disease,  and  consequently  a 
change  in  its  treatment,  the  antiphlogistic  management  of  former 
days  giving  place  to  an  opposite  course  in  modern  times,  the  other 
asserting  with  equal  force  that  there  was  clearly  a  change  in  tlie 
thera2)eutical  management  of  disease,  that  it  was  owing  to  a  more 
comprehensive  physiology  and  a  better  appreciation  of  patholog- 
ical changes  and  undoubted  advancement  in  diagnosis.  To  the 
former  class  he  would  connect  the  author,  as  a  dose  of  opium  to 
relieve  pain,  and  stimulants  to  sustain  failing  strength,  completes 
his  armamentaria  viedkorum,  ignoring  the  value  recent]}-  attached 
to  the  use  of  blisters  in  rheumatic  arthretis;  also  in  the  treatment 
of  gonorrhcBa,  the  actual  cautery  in  painful  and  long  standing 
sinovetis  of  knee-joint,  especially,  etc,  etc.  The  fact  was,  as  gen- 
tlemen exclusively  directed  their  attention  to  tlie  specialty  of  sur- 
gery, they  became  skeptics  in  the  value  of  medical  appliances, 
whose  action  was  not  as  palpable  as  that  of  the  knife  in  an  ampu- 
tation, and  while  the  paper  had  unquestionable  merit  in  itsi'll',  it 
would  be  wiser  and  more  useful  for  the  editor  of  the  Buffalo 
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Journal  to  advocate  the  safer  middle  course  between  the  two  ex- 
tremes referred  to,  so  that  his  younger  readers  would  have  the 
advantage  of  learning  how  to  discriminate  between  those  rules, 
that  sound  pathology  taught,  and  those  changes  that  may  occur  in 
certain  cycles  of  time  in  disease,  and  requiring  at  each  time  a 
difference  in  management,  therapeutically  and  otherwise. 

Du.  LoTHROP  thought  the  discussion  had  wandered  away  from 
the  question,  viz:  the  merits  of  counter-irritation.  lie  would  like 
to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  view  presented  by  Dr.  Miner, 
if  he  could.  If  Dr.  M.  meant  to  declare  that  in  no  case  was 
counter-'rritatiou  of  benefit,  he  should  ba  obliged  to  differ  from 
him,  for  he  thought  that  it  was  often  attended  with  most  decided 
benefit.  But  if  he  meant  only  to  say  that  it  was  sometimes  need- 
lessly employed,  and  that  in  many  cases  most  unnecessary  suffer- 
ing, if  not  positive  injury-,  was  inflicted  upon  patients  by  its  use, 
he  could  give  him  a  most  hearty  assent. 

The  argnmont  from  experience  was  one  which  would  cut  both 
ways.  For  nothing  was  l)etter  shown  than  that  remedies  which 
were  once  deemed  essential  in  acute  diseases,  and  proved  so  seem- 
ingly hy  experience,  are  now  by  experience  found  to  be  unneces- 
sarj',  if  not  al)sohitely  injurious.  But  he  was  not  yet  prepared  to 
allow  that  in  this  matter  of  counter  irritation  the  experience  of 
the  profession  from  the  earliest  times,  had  been  wholly  fallacious, 
lie  believed  that  it  was  in  proper  cases  jji-oductive  of  great  benefit. 
He  would,  however,  say  that  if  the  good  effect  of  blisters  were 
mainly  due,  as  stated  bv  Dr.  Cronyn,  to  the  absorption  of  cantha- 
ridin,  it  would  answer  the  purpose  quite  as  well,  if  given  by  the 
mouth.  It  appeared  to  liim  that  the  paper  would  have  been  more 
appropi'iately  named,  if  styled  the  effects  of  counter-irritation. 

Dr.  Miner  remarked,  tliat  he  did  not  desire  in  any  way  to  <le- 
fend  the  paper — preferred  to  leave  the  objections  to  it  unanswered. 
All  that  had  been  said,  had  been  fully  anticipated — was  according 
to  the  current  of  opinion  with  i)h3'sicians,  and  on  that  account, 
mainly,  he  had  selected  it  as  a  io\)\i^  for  remark,  hoping  to  attract 
more  careful  attention  to  the  subject. 

In  regard  to  the  title  of  the  paper,  he  said:  it  had  been  handed 
to  the  Secretary,  in  full,  and  that  the  remedies  had  been  called 
"surgical,"  in  respect  to  tlie  luiivorsal  usage  of  authors. 
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Dk.  Ckonyn  remarked,  that  the  specimens  presented  at  the  lust 
meeting  of  the  Association,  by  Dr.  C4iiy,  and  supposed  by  that 
gentleman  to  be  gall-stones,  proved  on  examination  to  be  com- 
posed of  oleum  olivie,  saponitiod  and  mixed  with  a  small  amount 
of  fiEcal  matter,  shaped  to  resemble  gall-stone  in  size  and  appear- 
ance, by  the  action  of  the  intestine.  Dr.  C,  as  a  result  of  bis 
examination,  felt  himself  warranted  in  denying  the  specific  action 
of  olive  oil  in  favoring  the  discharge  of  gall-stones.  It  seemed  to 
him  rather  to  be  true,  that  olive  oil,  given  copiously,  coincidently 
with  pain  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  gall  ducts — by  changes  in 
consistence  and  form,  produced  by  the  chemical  and  mechanical 
action  of  the  intestine— would  be  discharged  in  such  a  shape  as  to 
be  easil}^  mistaken,  upon  a  hasty  inspection,  for  gall-stones. 

Adjourned.  T.  M.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  Sec'y. 


Correspondence. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Sui'gical  Joiiiual : 

My  Dear  Doctor: — I  much  regret  the  evident  misunderstanding 
which  occasioned  my  not  receiving  a  copy  of  the  proof-sheets  of 
my  address  in  the  Feb'y  number,  as  many  errors  appearing  therein 
would  have  been  corrected.  The  following  are  some  of  the  most 
important  mistakes : 

Page  245,  21st  line,  for  she  took  two,  read,  she  took  full. 

"    250,  22d  and  23d  lines,  should  be  read  in  the  same  sentence. 
"    257,  3d  line,  for  invaluable,  read,  a  valuable. 
"    258,  between  the  10th  and  11th  lines,  read, 
The  following  is  a  favorite  prescription : 

^:  Liq.  sub.  sulph.  ferri  minus  3ss. 
Mel.  despumatum, 
Cremor  lacti  aa,  ^ss-  M. 
kSwab  or  smear  the  throat,  or  inject  the  nostrils  with  the  above 
every  two  or  four  ho.irs,  or  oftener,  as  the  condition  of  the  case 
requires. 

In  the  opening  of  our  address,  we  distinctly  eschewed  the 
design  of  giving  an  epitome  of  the  literature,  or  a  summary  of 
medical  opinion  respecting  this  disease,  and  proposed  to  relate 
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only  facts  and  experience  of  our  own.  \Ve  first  met  with  and 
commenced  tlie  treatment  of  this  disease  in  1857,  before  there  was 
an}'  American  medical  literature  upon  this  subject,  and  groping  in 
the  dark,  were  obliged  to  meet  the  indications  for  treatment  upon 
general  principles  alone.  After  faithfully  trying  solutions  of  ni- 
trate of  silver  of  divers  strength,  we  discarded  them  as  unsafe,  and 
adopted  the  solid  caustic,  as  indicated  in  the  text,  which,  conjoined 
with  (juinia  and  stimulants,  done  us  most  excellent  service.  We 
soon  learned  to  use  the  caustic  in  only  those  cases  where  there  was 
a  dense  membrane  lying  either  upon  plain  surfaces  or  over  ulcer- 
ated, slough}'  spots,  and  then  simply  upon  the  membrane — never 
upon  the  adjacent  tissue.  The  effect  would  be  an  immediate 
coagulation,  condensation  or  hardening  of  the  false  membrane;  and 
we  soon  entertained  the  belief  that  it  was  that  property',  and  but 
slightly,  if  any,  its  caustic,  which  rendered  it  beneficial.  Although 
we  had  not  used  the  article  in  a  single  case  in  over  four  j^ears,  we 
thought  only  to  speak  duly  of  a  remedy  which,  conjoined  with 
others,  had  contributed  so  largely  in  carrying  us  successfully 
through  witli  many  a  hard  case  of  this  disease.  The  text  indica- 
ted that  its  use  was  attended  with  many  difficulties,  and  some  dan- 
ger if  carelessly  or  unskillfully  applied,  and  that  in  consequence 
we  sought  other  remedies,  and  finally  upon  page  258,  advanced 
and  recommended  a  new  and  unofficinal  article,  liq.  sub.  sulph. 
fcrri  minus,  devoid  of  those  escharotic  properties  which  irritate  the 
"already  tender  and  enfeebled  mucous  membrane,"  stating  that  it 
was  safe  iu  use,  and  had  given  us  the  best  of  satisfaction. 

Our  intention  was  to  convey  the  impression  that  though  we 
would  have  the  membrane  condensed,  it  should  be  done  b}'  %inirriia- 
tive  medication,  and  will  add,  when  iu  that  conditiou,  its  removal 
can  often  be  effected  with  comfort  to  the  patient,  or  little  trouble 
or  irritation ;  if  not,  let  it  work  off  of  itself 

Experience  has  impressed  my  miud  with  the  belief  that  this 
disease  is  peculiarly'  liable  to  affect  or  derange  the  nervous  system, 
and  I  repeat,  quinine  has  seemed  t(^  oppose  a  more  formidable 
barrier  to  such  demonstrations,  than  any  other  article  we  have 
used.  We  might  give  additional  cases  in  support  of  the  reason 
for  the  "faith  that  is  in  us,"  but  think  it  may  be  better  to  quote 
other  experience  and  opinions,  to  show  that  we  are  not  alone  in 
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considering  quiuiue  of  utility  in  tliis  disease.  In  tiie  translated 
lectures  of  M.  Trosseau,  upon  diphtheria,  in  speaking  of  general 
or  constitutional  treatment,  he  says:  "The  pharmaceutical  agents 
which  I  make  use  of  are  preparations  of  quinia  and  iron.  When 
I  wish  to  obtain  a  more  prom[)t  action,  I  substitute  lor  the  powder 
of  cinchona  the  sulphate  of  (piinia." — [Am.  Med.  Monthly,  1S61, 
page  316.]  Dr.  A.  Jacobi  of  New  York,  of  whom  the  same  jour- 
nal, remarks,  "his  experience  in  this  disease  is  probably  equal  to 
that  of  any  man's  in  America,"  in  an  article  iqjon  diphtheria,  says: 
"Of  the  greatest  value  is  that  powerful  febrifuge,  quinia.  We 
have  never  seen  any  bad  effects,  but  have  always  found  a  great  and 
rapid  remission  of  the  fever." — [Am.  Med.  Times,  Aug.  18,  1861.] 
Dr.  S.  P.  Bryan  in  the  Louisville  Medical  News  for  October,  1860, 
in  reporting  upon  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  says:  "In  severe 
cases  his  main  dependence  is  placed  upon  quinine."  "This,"  he 
says,  "appeared  to  control  the  fever  and  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  disease  in  all  instances,  except  the  single  fatal  case  before 
referred  to,  in  from  two  to  five  days."  Also,  " It  appears  to  mo 
that  quinine  exerted  a  curative  influence  not  inferior  to  that  which 
it  exerts  in  ordinary  malarious  fevers;  the  pulse,  which  before  was 
small,  feeble,  and  rapid,  numbering  in  some  instances  from  120  to 
140  beats  per  minute,  speedily  becomes  under  its  benign  influence, 
fuller,  stronger  and  slower,  just  as  we  often  see  in  congestive 
fever." 

Eut  as  it  is  unnecessary  to  prolong  this  point,  I  will  merely  add, 
if  since  that  late  day,  such  a  change  has  come  over  the  views  of 
general  practitioners  as  to  make  it  "appear  remarkable"  that  our 
experience  did  not  coincide  with  theirs;  is  it  not  remarkable  that 
it  had  not  been  previously  pointed  out  in  the  columns  of  your 
valuable  Journal  ? 

If  our  experience  had  been  only  with  the  disease  of  the  benign 
character  seen  by  us  within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  we  might 
be  easily  seduced  into  the  same  opinion  of  yourself,  that  "diph- 
theria progresses  favorably  without  much  interference."  But, 
Doctor,  if  you  will  visit  with  us  the  Grassman  family,  where  four 
out  of  thirteen  died.  North  Boston,  where  fourteen  out  of  fifty-six 
died,  the  Gould  families  where  two  children  and  two  adults  out  of 
eight  died,  Springville  where  I  was  told  in  January,  1863,  that 
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seventeen  out  of  twenty-five  had  died,  or  many  other  places  in  the 
south  towns  of  Erie  count}',  I  think  3-ou  would  no  longer  believe, 
it  was  a  disease  which  "generally  progressed  favorably  without 
much  interference;"  at  any  rate,  that  such  was  not  the  fact  with 
us,  in  the  years  from  185V  to  1863,  the  time  embraced  within  our 
tables,  and  constituting  the  body  of  our  experience.* 

"We  did,  and  do  still,  in  an  "unconditional  aud  absolute"  man- 
ner recommend  topical  treatment  as  the  means  par  excellence  to 
conquer  this  disease.  But,  to  be  understood,  need  we  ask  the 
definition  of  topical  treatment,  or  insinuate  that  it  embraces  not 
only  nitrate  of  silver,  but  everything  applied  to  the  local  demon- 
strations of  the  disease,  from  the  mildest  salt  and  water  gargle, 
to  the  roughest  action  of  powerful  escharotics?  To  us,  it  "appears 
remarkable"  that  one  of  the  astute  perceptions  of  our  honored 
friend,  should  have  so  confounded  the  one  with  the  other.  When 
Doctors  disagree,  who  shall  decide? 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  criticism  of  that,  my  first  public 
production,  as  it  has  proved  of  much  value  to  me. 

I  am,  in  great  kindness  and  with  high  regard, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

George  Abbott,  M.  D. 

White's  Comers,  March  8,  ISO". 


Ganghexe  IX  Diabetes. — M.  Verneuil,  the  eminent  Paris  sur- 
geon, brought  this  subject  a  short  time  ago  before  the  Surgical 
Society,  and  mentioned  that  he  had  met,  in  private  and  hospital 
practice,  within  the  last  six  months,  no  less  than  half  a  dozen  such 
cases.    All  the  patients  died. — London  LanceL 

*  We  publish  the  above  communication  from  Dr.  Abbott  with  much  pleasure, 
and  only  regret  that  it  cannot  appear  in  nearer  connection  with  the  original  paper. 
Such  fatality  hardly  shows  the  value  of  remedies,  but  rather  otherwise.  Quinine 
is  safe  and  proper  in  all  asthenic  disease,  but  is  not  controlling.  No  objection  can 
be  urged  to  mild  astringents  and  tonics,  topically  or  otherwise,  but  they  probiibly 
do  not  cure  diphtheria.  Diphtheria,  like  scarlet  fever,  and  all  other  diseases  of 
the  same  type,  may  terminate  favorably  under  all  plans  of  treatment,  or  without 
any  interference;  stimulation  and  support  are  undoubtedly  proper  and  desirable. 
This  disease  has  been  known  under  various  names  for  more  than  five  hundred 
years,  and  often  appeared  in  fearfully  fatal  epidemics.  In  this  country  it  was 
known  and  accurately  described  by  Dr.  Douglas  of  Boston,  in  1736.  and  by  Dr. 
Bard  of  New  York,  in  1789.  It  was  called  diphtherite  by  Dr.  Bretoneau  in  1?21. 
It  can  hardly  be  said  that  we  had  no  American  literature  upon  this  subject  in 
1857,  though  it  might  not  have  been  available  to  the  profession  very  generally. 
This  is  suggested  in  defense  of  American  authors. — Ed. 
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Results  of  Modern  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Consumpticn. 


BY  J.  HENRY  BENNETT,  M.  D. 


Acute  Phthisis — Oeneral  Phthisis — Chronic  Phthisis — Phthisis  among 
the  Rich — Phthisis  luith  Complicatioris — Scrofulous  Phthisis — Local- 
ized Phthisis — Phthisis  of  the  Aged — Gouty  Phthisis — Phthisis  among 
the  Poor. 

Having  now  briefly  analysed  the  nature  of  pulmonary  tuberculo- 
sis, and  described  its  treatment  by  hygiene,  climate,  and  medicine, 
I  am  desirous,  in  conclusion,  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  results 
obtainable,  in  accordance  with  my  experience,  by  the  employment 
of  these  means. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  by  combining  the  various  agencies 
which  I  hare  described,  and  which  constitute  what  I  have  termed 
the  modern  treatment  of  phthisis,  many  patients  may  be  and  are 
saved;  but  many  still  die,  and  must  ever  die.  The  question  I 
now  purpose  investigating,  as  far  as  possible,  is:  who  are  those 
who  may  live,  and  who  are  those  whom  all  the  resources  of  our 
art  are  unable  to  rescue  from  death?  The  answer  to  this  question 
can  only  be  approximated  by  referring  to  the  laws  of  general 
pathology,  by  analysing  the  type  of  the  disease,  the  circumstances 
under  whicli  it  was  generated,  its  stage  of  development  when  dis- 
covered and  first  treated,  and  its  complications. 

All  diseases  are  greatly  modified  in  their  symptoms  and  pro- 
gress, as  also  in  the  results  of  the  treatment  to  which  they  are 
subjected,  by  the  form  or  type  which  they  assume  from  their  first 
development,  and  none  more  so  than  pulmonary  consumption. 
This  disease  may  be  acute  or  chronic. 

In  the  acute  type  phthisis  may  run  through  all  its  stages  in  a 
few  weeks  or  a  few  months.  I  have  known  patients  seized  with  a 
series  of  febrile  symptoms,  having  all  the  appearance  of  typhoid 
fever,  and  die  in  four  or  five  weeks.  On  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion the  lungs  have  been  found  full  of  miliary  tubercles.  No 
treatment  has  or  can  have  any  influence  whatever  on  the  termina- 
tion of  such  a  case;  the  patient  is  destined  to  die  from  the  first 
day.  In  other  equally  fatal  cases  of  acute  phthisis,  alth6ugh  the 
disease  does  not  assume  the  form  of  a  continued  fever,  and  occu- 
pies several  months,  instead  of  several  weeks,  in  passing  through 
its  successive  stages,  there  is  no  lull  whatever,  no  interval  of  arrest. 
The  lung-tissue  is  progressively  invaded  by  tubercular  exudation, 
which  rapidly  softens,  so  that  both  lungs  soon  become  a  mass  of 
advanced  disease,  and  the  patient  dies  without  the  disease  having 
experienced  any  remission.  What  can  medical  science,  climate, 
or  hygiene  do  in  such  cases?  Most  surely  is  such  a  disease  a  mere 
mode  of  dying.  Indeed,  it  is  a  question  whether  the  most  active 
and  judicious  treatment  much  retards  the  fatal  issue. 
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Acute  phthisis  is  much  more  frequently  seen  in  youth  than  in 
middle  or  advanced  age.  The  disease  participates  in  the  vigor 
and  energy  of  the  vital  functions  in  early  life.  I  consider  it  to  be 
the  evidence  of  a  profound  and  final  decay  of  vital  power — so  pro- 
found that  there  is  no  elfort  whatever  made  by  tlie  economy  to 
contend  with  the  evil  that  attacks  it.  The  cause  of  acute  phthisis 
must  be  sought  for  in  the  exaggeration  of  all  the  causes,  hereditary 
and  social,  that  produce  the  disease,  and  perhaps  in  their  concen- 
tration in  the  same  individual.  Thus  I  have  repeatedly  witnessed 
it  in  persons  who,  with  the  hereditary  predisposition  or  taint,  have 
been  exjjosed  to  extremely  unfavorable  hygienic  conditions — town 
life,  bad  and  scanty  food,  contaminated  atmosphere,  and  great  sor- 
rows and  cases. 

Next  in  gravity  to  acute  phthisis  is  the  type  of  the  disease  in 
which  the  tubercular  formation  takes  place,  not  in  isolated  patches, 
but  all  over  both  lungs  simultaneously,  at  the  apex,  in  the  centre, 
and  at  the  base.  If  the  patient  dies  from  other  disease  in  the 
early  stage  of  this  form  of  phthisis,  the  lung  is  Ijpund  studded 
with  crude  tubercles  in  its  entire  extent.  When  they  soften  simul- 
taneously as  they  often  do,  the  secondary  bronchitis  is  generally 
severe,  and  tlie  constitutional  symptoms  are  very  marked. 

There  are  many  degrees  of  intensity  in  this  type  of  the  disease; 
but  the  more  the  case  recedes  from  tubercular  development  local- 
ized at  the  apex,  the  favorable  type  for  treatment,  the  more  sei'ioiis 
is  the  prognosis. 

When  phthisis  assumes  the  chronic  type,  as  is  generally  the  case, 
most  fortunately,  an  unfavorable  form  for  treatment  is  that  in 
which  disease  shows  itself  in  the  midst  of  very  favorable  hygienic 
and  social  conditions.  If  a  poor  semptress,  half  starved,  made  to 
work  eighteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  in  a  polluted  atmos- 
phere, living  in  a  state  of  constant  mental  depression,  becomes 
consumptive,  common  sense  tells  us  that  the  disease  may  have 
manifested  itself  from  the  action  of  removable  causes.  If  she 
can  be  placed  under  more  satisfactory  hygienic  and  social  influ- 
ences, she  may  therefore,  and  often  does,  recover.  But  if,  on  the 
contrary,  the  disease  appears  in  one  who  has  been  bred  and  nur- 
tured in  the  lap  of  luxury — who  has  known  no  hardship,  no  priva- 
tion, no  sorrow — of  course  the  prognosis  is  more  unfavorable. 

It  mus^  be  more  difficult  to  arrest  the  progress  of  disease  in 
such  cases,  for  probably  the  cause  is  some  strong  hercdit;iry  pre- 
disposition, some  defect  originating  vnth  tlie  progenitors,  or  some 
defective  condition  of  individual  innate  vitality.  It  is  in  such 
cases,  more  especially,  that  everything  should  be  done  that  is 
humanly  feasible  to  arrest  the  disease,  that  no  agency  should  be 
left  untried  that  can  possibly  rouse  the  vitality  of  the  patient. 
It  is  in  such  cases  that  he  or  she  should  be  at  once  removed  from 
the  social  medium  in  which  tlie  malady  has  been  generated,  in  the 
hope  of  counteracting  some  unknown,  unrecognized,  and  yet  pow- 
erful home  antagonistic  infiuence.    A  change  of  climate  is  of 
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inestimable  value  with  these  patients;  indeed,  it  may  be  the  only 
chance  of  arrest  or  recovery.  Everything  that  is  done,  likewise, 
should  be  done  from  the  very  first;  no  time  should  be  lost,  for  the 
foe  is  a  most  formidable  one  from  the  onset  of  the  attack. 

A  class  of  cases  still  more  inamenable  to  curative  treatment  is 
that  in  which  there  are  serious  complications  present.  Phthisis 
not  unfre(iuently  comes  on  in  persons  advancing  in  age,  between 
thirty  and  sixty,  vfho  have  led  a  hard  life,  who  liave  taken  large 
quantities  of  stimulants,  and  have  exhausted  perliaps  an  originally 
good  constitution  by  excesses  of  various  kinds.  With  them  the 
stomach  is  generally  out  of  order,  the  liver  is  often  diseased,  and 
sometimes  the  kidneys.  What  can  treatment  do  in  such  cases? 
The  disease  may  be  considered  a  general  break-up  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  the  most  judicious  and  persevering  treatment  seldom 
does  more  than  retard  the  fatal  termination. 

Again,  phthisis  may  attack  at  puberty'  those  who  during  child- 
hood have  suffered  from  scrofula.  This  is  a  grievous  and  serious 
complication,  but  by  no  means  so  umpromising  as  those  just  de- 
scribed. Tuberculosis,  or  tubercular  exudation,  affects  different 
organs  at  different  periods  of  life.  In  infancy  and  early  childhood 
it  more  especially  attacks  the  meninges  and  the  mesentery.  In 
childhood  and  until  puberty  it  attacks,  in  preference,  the  glandu- 
lar structures  of  the  neck,  the  extremities  of  the  long  bones,  and 
the  spongeous  tissue  of  the  bones  in  general,  giving  rise  to  the  dis- 
eases of  the  articulations  and  bones  which  characterize  scrofula. 
In  early  life,  during  my  Paris  career,  I  had  charge  for  two  years 
of  a  scrofulous  ward  of  eighty  young  females,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  years  of  age,  in  the  hospital  of  St.  Louis.  They  had  nearly 
all  glandular  swellings,  with  or  without  scrofulous  disease  of  the 
bones,  ankles,  knees,  elbows,  and  a  sad  assemblage  these  poor 
girls  were. 

On  several  occasions  I  carefully  examined  the  lungs  of  all  my 
young  patients,  for  I  was  publishing  the  clinical  lectures  of  my 
mastei',  the  celebrated  Dr.  Lugol,  and  was  much  interested  in  eve- 
rything connected  with  the  pathology  of  scrofula.  He  wished  to 
establish  the  connection  betweeu  scrofula  and  pulmonary  consump- 
tion, and  I  found  the  evidence  of  localized  tubercular  deposits  in 
the  lungs  of  many  of  these  crofulous  girls.  The  tubercular  lung 
deposits  were  met  with  mors  especially  amongst  the  elder  ones, 
and  that  often  although  the  patient  presented  little  or  no  e^'idence 
of  their  presence.  Dr.  Lugol  told  me  that  he  had  long  found  this 
to  be  the  case  with  his  young  scrofulous  patients.  When  death, 
through  accidental  disease,  afforded  an  opportunity  for  i)ost-mortem 
investigation,  the  develoi)meut  of  tubercles  in  the  lunas  of  scrofu- 
lous  youths  was  much  more  frequently  observed  in  those  who  were 
arriving  or  had  arrived  at  puberty  than  those  who  were  younger. 
Such  tubercular  exudations  often  remain  crude  and  dormant  for 
years,  but  when  they  assume  a  more  rapid  development  aud  soften, 
the  .previous  existence  of  scrofulous  disease  stamps  tiic  case  as 
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serious,  although  not  necessarily  as  fatal.  In  these  patients 
plithisis  seems  to  appear,  in  its  progressive  form,  as  a  species  of 
climax  to  the  antecedent  tubercular  or  scrofulous  affection.  The 
crude  tubercles  which  co-exist  with  scrofulous  disease  in  the  young, 
in  the  latent  form,  are  no  doubt  often  present  without  giving  rise 
to  any  symptom,  and  tiiey  may  be  subsequently  absorbed  and  the 
patient  may  recover  without  their  presence  having  l)een  even 
suspected. 

The  more  favorable  type  of  phthisis,  that  in  which  rational 
treatment  is  tlic  most  likely  to  arrest  the  progress  @f  the  disease, 
and  even  to  effect  a  cure,  is  that  which  may  be  termed  accidental 
phthisis,  in  a  chronic  form,  localized  to  tiie  upper  region  of  the 
lungs.  In  this  type  of  the  malady  there  is  no  very  decided  hered- 
itary taint,  the  patient  is  not  born  of  very  aged  or  very  sickly 
jjarents,  and  docs  not  present  very  serious  complications  in  other 
organs,  the  evidence  of  a  thorough  and  irremediable  break  up  of 
constitution.  Again,  the  disease  generally  manifests  itself  under 
the  influence  of  overwork,  sedentary  town  life,  or  harass,  care,  and 
anxiety.  Sometimes  in  the  most  apparently  luxurious  and  easy- 
going life  some  of  these  influences  may  be  at  work,  so  that  appear- 
ances must  not  always  be  trusted.  The  habits  and  general  life  of 
persons  moving  in  the  highest  circles,  and  having  within  their 
grasp  every  comfort,  may  be  unhygienic.  Moreover,  they  may  be 
a  prey,  like  humbler  mortals,  to  cruel  cares,  none  the  less  felt  for 
not  being  recognized.  Their  nights  may  be  sleepless,  their  days 
without  joy;  disappointed  affections,  social  ties,  or  ambition  may 
deprave  digestion,  and  pave  the  way  to  the  inroads  of  disease. 
In  all  such  cases  we  may  reasonably  hope  that  the  old  saying, 
"  Sublata  causa,  attolitur  effcctus,"  may  be  verified.  If  we  can 
remove  all  the  causes  that  are  depressing  vitality-,  and  the  disease 
is  in  an  early  stage  of  its  development,  we  may  hope  firstly  to 
arrest  its  progress,  and  secondly  to  effect  a  cure,  and  that  at  any 
period  of  life  short  of  extreme  old  age. 

Pulmonary  phthisis  in  extreme  old  age — not  so  rare  an  affection 
as  is  generally  supposed — appears  to  me  an  all  but  incurable  form 
of  the  disease,  a  mere  mode  of  dying.  I  saw  a  number  of  cases 
of  this  form  of  consumption  in  the  year  1840,  when  in  medical 
charge  of  the  infirmary  of  the  Salpetriere  Hospital,  Paris.  This 
infirmary  is  fed  by  a  population  of  3,500  old  infirm  women,  be- 
tween 6o  and  100,  all  living  within  the  walls  of  this  jnagnificent 
institution.  The  disease  assumes  the  form  of  chronic  bronchitis, 
but  is  characterized,  besides  the  stethoscopic  and  percussion  symp- 
toms, by  a  most  unearthly  degree  of  emaciation.  In  no  other 
disease  have  I  seen  patients  live  in  such  ghastly  state  of  emacia- 
tion. They  become  at  last  like  living  mummies — nothing,  liter- 
ally, but  skin,  bone,  and  "concealed"  organs. 

There  is  a  form  of  phthisis,  of  which  I  have  seen  a  good  many 
examples,  althougli  it  is  not  generally  pcscribed.  It  may  be 
termed  gouty  phthisis,  and  the  prognosis,  I  consider,  is  ratiier 
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favorable  than  otherwise,  especially  ia  its  early  stage.  Consnmp- 
tioa  and  gout  are  considered  by  many  physicians  to  be  antagonistic, 
but  experience  has  proved  to  me  that  such  is  not  the  case;  and  the 
discrepancy  between  the  theoretical  and  the  practical  view  admits, 
I  think  of  easy  explanation. 

Gout  develops  itself,  primarily,  in  persons  of  healthy,  robust 
constitution,  who  live  generously.  Their  digestive  system  being- 
good  enables  them  to  take  and  assimilate  a  considerable  amount  of 
nitrogenous  food,  and  of  i?timulants,  which  appear  to  be  the  cause 
of  gout  developing  itself  These  people — the  primarily  gouiy — 
do  not  become  consumptive  for  their  vitality  is  high  and  antagnis- 
tic  to  a  disease  of  debilit\-. 

But  when  such  robust  gouty  people  who  have  themselves  devel- 
oped gout  in  their  organization  by  a  luxurious  existence,  marry 
late  in  life,  as  they  often  do,  and  have  children,  they  do  not  gen- 
erate children  healthy  and  robust  like  themselves.  Their  children 
are  often  delicate,  without  being  positively  unhealthy;  they  have 
weak  digestions,  and  suffer  all  their  life  from  what  may  be  termed 
gouty  dyspepsia.  If  their  organization  is  not  much  tried  they  get 
through  life  very  well,  and  may  reach  old  age,  even  w^hen  suH'ering 
more  or  less  from  the  low  forms  of  gout.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  much  tried,  body  or  mind — if  they  are  placed  for  a  con- 
tinuance under  unfavorable  hygienic  conditions,  they  fall  below 
par,  are  liable  to  suff"er  from  inflammatory  affections  of  the  aerial 
passages,  which  become  chronic  from  lowness  of  general  tone,  and 
the  deposit  of  pulmonary  tubercle  may  follow.  As  I  have  stated, 
I  do  not  think  this  form  of  phthisis  an  unfavorable  one  for 
treatment,  for  the  constitution  received  from  the  parents  is  Often 
originall}^  a  good  one,  merely  weak  and  tainted  with  the  low  type 
of  gout.  There  is  often  great  latent  vitality  to  work  upon.  My 
own  case  is  one  of  this  kind. 

An  all-important  element  in  estimating  the  probable  result  of 
treatment — in  forming  a  jirognosis,  in  a  word — is  the  extent,  of 
lung  diseased  when  the  patient  is  fairly  Ijrouglit  under  rational 
treatment.  I  often  familiarly  compare  the  lung  attacked  with 
tuberculosis  to  a  large  house  on  fire.  The  fire  may  begin  in  the 
servants'  rooms  or  garrets — that  is,  at  the  top  of  the  lung,  the 
most  frequent  original  seat  of  tubercular  deposit.  If  it  can  be 
put  out  before  it  has  extended  to  the  story  below,  but  little  incon- 
venience is  afterwards  experienced  by  the  owner  of  the  house. 
He  can  live  very  comfortaljly  in  it  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
only  feeling  that  there  is  "less  room"  than  formerly  on  extra 
occasions,  such  as  visits  from  friends.  If  the  story  below,  or  the 
two  stories  below,  are  destroyed  bofore  the  fire  is  put  out,  he  feels 
more  or  less  inconvenience  in  his  "daily"  life,  but  still  he  can  get 
on.  But  wiien  all  the  house  is  destroyed  except  one  room,  or  the 
cellars,  it  becomes  quite  impossible  for  him  to  live  in  it  by  any 
amount  of  contrivance.  Moreover,  it  is  all  but  impossible  to  save 
even  that  one  room  when  the  fire  has  reached  this  i)oint. 
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So  it  is  witii  tlio  lungs,  which  are  not  renewed,  restored,  when 
once  destroyed ;  for  we  do  not  renuw  our  organs  as  lobsters  are 
said  to  rjnew  their  lost  claws.  Once  a  portion  of  t!ie  lung  is 
destroyed,  it  is  destroyed  for  ever,  and  its  functions  must  be  car- 
ried on  by  the  healthy  remainder.  The  only  limit  to  curability, 
therefore,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  fact  of  there  remaining  a  sufficient 
portion  of  healthy  lung  to  carry  on  the  functions  of  hieinatosis 
once  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  arrested.  The  amount  of 
healthy  lung-tissue  compatible  witli  life  evidently  varies  in  difl'er- 
ent  individuals  according  to  their  vitality.  One  lives  long  on  a 
bit  of  healthy  lung  no  larger  than  a  small  apple;  another  dies  with 
even  less  than  that  in  a  state  of  disease. 

The  first  and  all-important  point,  therefore,  is  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  the  disease,  as  it  also  is  to  arrest  the  fire  in  the  house. 
Unless  that  can  be  done,  in  the  one  and  the  other  case,  the  entire 
tenement  will  be  destro^-ed,  more  or  less  rapidly.  The  living  in 
the  damaged  tenement  afterwards  is  a  matter  of  adaptation;  and 
it  is  wonderful  what  either  nature  or  man  can  and  will  do  to  adapt 
themselves  to  altered  circumstances.  We  must  also  bear  in  mind 
that  the  more  the  fire  or  the  disease  has  progressed,  when  it  is 
first  discovered,  the  more  difficult  it  always  is  to  arrest  it. 

When,  by  the  combined  influence  of  hj-giene,  climate  and  medi- 
cine, the  progress  of  phthisis  has  been  arrested,  crude  tubercles 
have  been  absorbed  or  reduced  to  their  mineral  constituents,  and 
cavities  have  been  entirely',  or  all  but  entirel}',  cicatrized,  it  must 
not  be  supposed  that  the  patient  is  well  and  safe.  The  recovery 
generall}',  always  indeed,  takes  place  through  improved  nutrition, 
and  often  the  convalescent  consumptive  patient  is  fat  and  rosy, 
and  looks  health}'  and  well.  But  these  looks  are  deceptive,  the 
result  of  a  life  passed  under  the  most  hygienic  circumstances  pos- 
sible, in  unnatural  quiet  and  repose.  At  the  bottom  there  is  still 
the  tubercular  cachexia,  which  reveals  itself  hy  a  want  of  power, 
by  lassitude,  and  even  prostration,  if  the  habits  of  invalidism  are 
abandoned,  and  the  sufferer  once  more  quits  the  shores  of  the 
stream  of  life  for  the  rapid  current. 

Consumj)tive  convalescents  should  consider  themselves  invalids 
for  years,  and  it  is  only  by  doing  so  that  they  can  hope  really  to 
regain  a  firm  footing  in  life.  They  may  aptly  compare  themselves 
to  a  railway  truck,  "warranted  to  carry  sis  tons,"  v/hicli  after 
having  been  smashed,  and  then  mended,  painted  and  varnished, 
looks  as  good  as  new,  but  is  not  so.  It  may  carr^^  two  or  three, 
or  even  four  tons  safely,  but  no  longer  the  original  six,  under  pen- 
alty of  a  final  catastrophe. 

Those  who  cannot,  or  will  not,  thus  consider  themselves  inva- 
lids, despite  the  outer  appearance  of  health,  relapse,  and  then  all 
but  invariably  die  miserably,  for  nothing  saves  them.  I  have  now 
seen  manj^  such  instances.  One  or  two  winters  passed  in  the  south, 
and  rational  treatment,  arrest  the  disease,  and  bring,  with  the 
improvement,  delusive  conlidcncc.    The  i)atient  cither  cannot  or 
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will  not  listen  to  advice,  and  goes  out  again  to  light  "the  battle  of 
life,"  but  only  to  relapse,  and  to  return  to  the  south  in  a  hopeless 
condition. 

What  proves  that  even  in  those  in  whom  the  progress  of  ijulmo- 
nary  tuberculosis  is  arrested,  tubercular  cachexia,  or  defective 
vital  power,  long  remains,  is  the  frequency  with  which  cachectic 
disease  of  another  type  subsequently  attacks  other  organs.  Thus 
last  winter  (1865-0)  I  lost  at  Mentone  four  patients  from  Bright's 
disease,  all  cases  of  arrested  consumption.  In  one  case  consump- 
tion had  been  arrested  for  ten  years,  in  another  six,  in  a  third  two, 
in  a  fourth  one.  They  all  four  died  with  all  but  complete  lung 
quiescence;  serious  infiltration  gradually  rising  until  it  reached  the 
lungs,  and  then  extinguishing  life. 

A  year  or  two  ago,  some  of  the  Parisian  friends  and  companions 
of  my  younger  days,  now  men  of  mature  experience,  and  occupy- 
ing the  most  prominent  positions  in  the  Parisian  medical  world, 
gave  me  a  dinner  as  I  passed  through  Paris  on  my  wa}^  south. 
After  we  had  dined,  my  case  was  talked  over,  and  one  after  the 
other  gave  the  results  of  his  experience  of  the  treatment  of 
phthisis.  All  believed  in  its  curability;  all  could  quote  cases  of 
arrest  and  cure  in  their  practice ;  but  one  and  all  stated  that  many 
of  these  cases  of  arrested  consumption  had  subsequently  died  of 
some  other  form  of  cachectic  disease,  and  principally  from  albu- 
minuria, like  my  four  patients  of  last  winter. 

Thus,  perseverance  and  energy  are  long  required,  not  only  dur- 
ing the  course  of  treatment,  but  for  years  after,  if  a  thorough 
recovery  is  to  be  made,  or  even  if  a  prolongation  of  enjoyable  life 
is  to  be  secured.  This  is  really  one  of  the  most  trying  features  of 
the  disease,  even  when  successfully  treated.  If  we  succeed  in 
escaping  death,  we  must  accept  invalidism  for  a  long  period,  per- 
haps for  the  remainder  of  our  lives.  I  would  remark,  however, 
that  this  applies  more  to  the  middle-aged  who  recover  from  phthisis 
than  to  the  young.  The  latter  have  such  an  amount  of  organic 
activity  about  them,  the  characteristic  of  early  life,  that  if  they 
recover  completely  they  may,  with  care,  and  by  leading  a  hygienic 
life,  regain  a  firm  hold  on  life. 

To  secure  this  result  I  often  advise  my  young  made  convalescent 
patients  to  abandon,  if  possible,  sedentary  pursuits,  and  to  turn 
their  thoughts  to  out-door  occupations.  Our  Australian  and  South 
African  colonies  offer  valuable  fields  for  such  persons.  Life  in  the 
bush,  among  cattle  and  trees,  in  a  dry  climate  like  those  I  men- 
tion, is  certainly  more  favorable  to  the  prolongation  of  life  in  a 
tubercular  convalescent  patient  than  a  city  counting-house.  Had 
I  myself  been  a  younger  man,  I  should  have  adopted  this  course. 
As  it  is,  I  have  come  as  near  to  it  as  possible  by  becoming  an 
"amateur  horticulturist." 

Foolish  people  have  scarcely  a  chance  of  recovery — they  must 
perish.    They  generally  do  everything  that  is  wrong  and  pernicious 
to  please  their  own  passing  whims  and  fancies,  and  often  look 
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upon  the  friendly  physician,  who  tries  to  rescue  them  from  death, 
as  one  to  be  deceived  and  dehided.  I  repeat  it.  sucii  imfortunate 
people  have  scarce!}'  a  chance  of  recovery.  They  have  neither 
the  sense  to  follow  the  right  course  when  it  is  pointed  out  to  them, 
or  to  grasp  the  hand  of  fellowship  and  sympathy  when  it  is  held 
out;  nor  will  they  sacrifice  ])leasure,  money,  or  ambition  to  the 
pursuit  of  life.  Indeed,  I  consider  a  weak,  vacilating,  peevish 
tone  of  mind,  or  an  inordinate  appreciation  of,  and  clinging  to, 
the  enjoj-ments  and  i^ossessions  of  life,  to  be  as  unfavorable  an 
element  of  prognosis  as  any  of  those  already  discussed.  Such 
mental  conditions  all  but  certainly  preclude  recover}-,  however 
favorable  the  case  may  otherwise  be. 

When  I  reflect  on  the  convictions  that  have  gradually  gained 
ground  in  my  mind  respecting  the  treatment  of  phthisis — convic- 
tions embodied  in  this  series  of  papers — I  am  often  saddened  bv 
the  thought,  how  are  the  poor  to  struggle  successfulh-  with  such  a 
disease  ?  If  rest  from  wearv  labors,  if  protection  from  atmospheric 
vicissitudes,  if  ample,  nay,  a  luxurious  dietar}-,  if  expensive  med- 
icines, such  as  cod-liver  oil,  if  change  of  climate,  to  escape  winter 
cold  and  wet,  are  necessary,  how  can  those  who  live  by  their  daily 
labor — and  even  many  above  them  in  social  rank — hope  to  escape 
from  the  grasp  of  this  fell  disease  ?  Is  not  the  battle  itself  for 
them  a  hopeless  one  ? 

To  these  questions  I  would  answer,  that,  although  the  struggle 
for  life  cannot,  most  assuredl}',  be  made  with  the  same  chanc^  of 
success  by  the  poor  as  b\'  those  whose  position  enables  them  to  do 
all  that  is  calculated  to  arrest  disease,  yet  their  case  is  by  no  means 
a  hopeless  one.  The  means  of  treatment  that  I  have  recommend- 
ed— hygiene,  climate,  medicine — may  be  attended  to  at  home,  in 
our  own  country,  in  the  midst  of  the  duties  and  occupations  of 
life,  although  in  a  minor  degree.  I  have  met  with  cases  of  arrested 
and  cured  phthisis  in  persons  who  have  never  left  England,  and 
who  have  never  given  up  their  social  pursuits :  and  so  have  other 
phj'sicians.  Some  of  the  most  satisfactory  and  conclusive  cases 
given  in  Professor  Bennett's  valuable  work  "On  Pulmonarj-  Con- 
sumption," are  cases  of  this  description. 

To  attain  this  end,  however,  nothing  should  be  neglected. 
Unhj'gienic,  unhealth}^  occupation  should  be  given  up;  all  the 
rules  of  hygiene  to  which  I  have  alluded  should  be  scru[)ulously 
followed;  out-door  occupations  substituted  for  in-door  during  the 
summer  months,  if  possible;  and,  more  especially,  town  should  be 
abandoned  for  the  country-  as  a  residence,  whenever  feasible. 

Cities  exercise  a  mysterious  attraction  over  the  lower  as  well  as 
the  higher  classes  of  mankind.  It  must  be  the  feverish  excite- 
ment of  city  life,  the  hope  of  greater  social  advancement;  for  the 
greater  portion  of  the  lower  classes  in  cities  live  as  hard  or  harder 
lives  than  they  would  if  similarh'  engaged  in  the  countrj-.  No 
doubt  the  vitiated  air  breathed  in  cities,  in  the  close  crowded 
workshops,  and  in  the  closer  and  still  more  crowded  sleeping- 
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rooms,  gradually  weakens  the  constitutional  powers,  and  forms  the 
principal  predisposing  cause  of  phthisis.  The  poor  should  return 
to  their  native  villages,  if  by  any  means  feasible,  even  if  tiiere 
they  have  to  accept  a  lowlier  position  than  that  which  they  have 
attained.  The  younger  members  of  the  family,  when  attacked 
with  phthisis,  should  be  sent  to  board  or  work  with  country  rela- 
tives. The  country  air  would  do  them  more  good  than  all  the 
physic  they  can  get  from  hospitals  and  dispensaries  in  town,  and 
give  them  a  better  chance  of  recovery.  Indeed,  it  has  often 
struck  me  that  the  funds  of  our  city  charitable  institutions  would 
be  best  employed  by  boarding  their  consumptive  jjatients  in  farm- 
houses and  agricultural  villages,  than  in  maintaining  them  in  the 
wards  of  a  cit}'  hospital.  Or  the  hospital  itself  might  be  placed 
on  some  heathy,  pine-covered  moor,  like  the  Convalescent  Hospital 
at  Waltou-on-Thames;  and  out  patients  onl^-  seen  in  town. 

It  must  be  well  understood  that  I  am  now  speaking  only  of 
curative  treatment.  If  all  hope  of  recovery  has  been  abandoned, 
if  the  lungs  are  all  but  destroyed,  and  the  disease  can  not  be 
arrested — if  an  asylum  to  die  in  is  all  that  is  reciuiied — then  it  is 
of  but  little  avail  to  drive  the  poor  patient  into  the  country,  away 
from  home  ties  and  home  sssistance.  Then,  when  the  last  scene 
is  at  hand,  any  asylum  will  do  to  die  in — the  small  home,  with  dear 
friends  around,  the  clt}'  hospital,  the  workhouse  infirmary. 

The  recent  reseaiclies  regarding  nutrition,  to  wliicli  I  have  else- 
where alluded,  are  consolatory  as  regards  the  poor.  As  long  as 
we  believed  tlint,  in  the  scheme  of  nutrition,  meat  meant  muscle 
and  strengtii,  fats  and  cereals  heat  only,  the  poor  at  home  seemed 
to  have  but  a  slight  chance  of  recovery  in  asthenic  diseases,  dis- 
eases of  debilit}'.  With  meat  nearly  a  shilling  a  [lound,  how  can 
they  obtain  ten  shillings'  worth  each  week  ?  and  if  it  is  indispensa- 
ble, how  are  they  to  get  well  without?  But  if,  as  is  now  stated — 
and,  I  believe,  with  truth — meat  is  principally  a  muscle-repairer, 
and  the  force  created  is  in  reality  chie%  obtained  out  of  the  car- 
bonaceous food,  fats,  and  amylaceous  substances,  the  chance  of 
the  poor  is  infinitely  greater  when  "force"  has  to  be  regained. 
Oatmeal,  or  any  cereal,  with  milk  and  oil  or  fat,  in  that  case,  do 
as  well  as  butcher's  meat,  and  a  few  shillings  a  week  will  go  as  far 
as  ten. 

I  have  certainly,  throughout  my  professional  career,  remarked, 
as  already  observed,  that  the  meat-fed  children,  and  great  meat- 
eaters,  are  not  stronger  than  other  people.  Witli  children,  indeed, 
I  believe  it  is  the  reverse.  The  children  whom  I  have  attended, 
who  have  lived  on  meat,  eating  it  three  times  a  day — certainly  not 
by  my  advice — have  not  proved  as  strong  nor  as  liealthy  as  those 
who  have  lived  on  a  more  mixed  dietary.  Comi)are  these  town- 
fed  children,  who  eat  from  ten  to  twenty  sliillings'  worth  of  meat 
every  week,  with  the  Irish  or  Scotch  peasant  children,  fed  all  but 
entirely  on  potatoes  and  milk,  or  oatmeal  and  milk.  These  re- 
searches also  explain  the  disastrous  effects  which  have,  in  many 
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instances,  resulted  from  the  very  nitrogenous  or  animalized  diet- 
ary recently  vaunted  as  a  remedy  for  obesity. 

Of  course,  I  am  well  aware  that  the  advice  I  now  give  can  only 
be  partially  followed,  that  there  ever  will  be  persons  affected  with 
phthisis  in  all  classes  of  society,  by  whom  it  must  be  accepted  as 
the  decree  of  Providence,  and  who  must  struggle  with  it  in  situ. 
But  even  in  such  cases,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  disease,  a  cura- 
tive treatment  may  be  attempted  by  all,  even  those  whose  means 
are  small,  or  who  deijeud  on  their  daily  labor  for  their  bread.  lo 
more  advanced  disease,  likewise,  a  lull  may  be  taken  advantage  of 
to  make  the  attempt.  Pulmonary  consumption  does  not  usually 
progress  steadily,  uninterruptedly;  its  very  nature  is,  ou  the  con- 
trary, to  advance  per  saltum — by  jerks,  as  it  were.  When  not 
treated,  it  generally  remains  stationary  for  a  time;  then  progresses, 
then  again  remains  stationary,  to  again  progress.  We  may  take 
advantages  of  tliese  lulls,  which  represent  Nature's  own  unaided 
efforts  to  limit  and  control  the  morbid  action,  in  order  to  further 
hygienic  treatment. 

Following  out  this  train  of  argument,  I  advise  the  j'oung  clerk, 
if  able,  as  soon  as  a  lull  takes  place,  or  is  obtained  by  treatment, 
to  give  up  sedentary  pursuits,  and  turn  farmer  at  home,  in  Aus- 
tralia, New  Zealand,  or  the  Cape.  I  advise  the  young  artisan  to 
abandon  the  town,  and  to  follow  his  calling  in  the  country.  I 
advise  the  maid-servant  or  sempstress  to  leave  the  city,  and  to 
find  service  or  work  in  some  country  place.  Nearl}^  all  have  coun- 
try friends,  who  will  help  them  in  their  efforts. 

There  was  a  time  when,  like  my  neighbors,  in  such  cases,  among 
the  poor,  I  jjrescribed  tonics,  cod-liver  oil,  and  a  generous  dietary, 
and  thouglit  my  duty  performed.  Now  I  have  learned  better;  I 
have  learned  to  place  little  confidence  in  the  curative  value  of  mere 
medicinal  treatment,  pursued  for  a  time,  then  abandoned.  If  the 
patients,  whatever  their  class  of  life,  remain  exposed  to  the  influ- 
ences under  which  the  disease  is  generated,  their  fate  is  generally 
sealed,  whatever  the  treatment.  Now,  therefore,  I  try  in  such 
cases  to  encourage  tliem  to  make  family  and  social  sacrifices  which 
a  more  radical  treatment  of  their  disease  entails.  Family  and 
social  ties  are  as  strong  with  the  poor  as  with  the  rich;  and  the 
tendency  is  even  stronger  with  them  than  witli  the  better  educated, 
to  demand  from  the  physician  a  remedy  which  is  to  cure  their 
complaint  without  any  change  or  sacrifice  on  their  ]).art.  As  I 
have  repeatedly  said  in  the  course  of  this  cssa\',  no  such  remedy 
exists  for  pulmonary  consumption,  nor  is  it  probable  that  it  will 
ever  be  discovered. 

The  various  cures  for  pulmonary  consumption  that  are  constantly 
brought  forward,  are  foimdcd  on  entire  ignorance  of  the  laws  of 
general  pathology.  Tliose  who  are  acquainted  with  these  laws 
know  well  how  utterly  impossible  it  is  for  any  one  of  the  remedies 
proposed — for  the  inhalation  of  any  medicinal  substance,  or  of 
any  amount  of  compressed  air,  or  for  any  degree  of  forced  inspi- 
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ration — to  cure  a  disease  such  as  I  have  degcribed,  one  of  defective 
lowered  vitality. 

Nothing-  but  an  appeal  to  the  laws  that  regulate  the  preservation 
and  development  of  life  can  liave  that  result.  An  intelligent 
application  of  those  laws,  as  demonstrated  by  j^hysiology,  with  the 
assistance  of  climate  and  rational  therapeutics,  may,  however,  be 
made  most  unquestionably  the  means  of  saving  very  many  lives. 

As  I  have  stated  in  my  work  on  Climate  ("Winter  in  the  South 
of  Europe,"  3d  edition,)  I  am  now  surrounded,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  by  a  little  tribe  of  friends  and  patients  whose  lives  have 
been  saved,  like  my  own,  by  the  steady  application  of  these  prin- 
ciples.— London  Lancet. 


There  has  been  recently,  an  active  effort  in  BuflTalo,  to  siimiilato  movement 
to  prevent  cruelty  to  animals,  and  clergymen  in  some  of  the  churches  have 
preached  tliscourses  upon  the  inhumanity  of  cruelly  treating  the  brute  creation. 
Wo  have  no  very  positive  data,  but  we  believe  this  movement  is  in  secret  sympa- 
thy with  the  New  York  ^>oci('ty,  whose  President,  Mr.  Bergh,  has  figured  60 
largely  in  communications  to  the  lledical  Colleges,  protesting  against  vivisections 
in  teaching  physiology,  also  appearing  before  the  public  in  descriptions  of  phys- 
iological experiments,  and  the  general  methods  of  teaching  by  experiments  upon 
living  animals.  It  is  (jnite  astonishing  what  torrents  of  sympathy  are  poured  out 
iu  behalf  of  a  lew  cats,  dogs  and  rabbits,  which  are  experimented  upon  by  phys- 
iologists with  the  view  of  more  clearly  impressing  upon  young  men  who  are  about 
to  assume  the  responsi))le  duties  of  the  medical  profession,  some  of  the  more  cen- 
tral Irullis  of  the  philosophy  of  life.  It  would  hardly,"  appear  i)r  bable  that  any 
reasonable  being  who  expects  to  render  an  account  of  himself  at  the  judgment, 
would  now  join  jilr.  liergh  in  his  crusade  upon  medical  teaching,  and  es]iocially 
would  this  be  true,  if  he  has  read  the  reply  of  I'rofessor  .lohn  G.  Dalton 
both  to  I'.lr.  Bergh,  and  before  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  which  is  so 
complete  and  conclusive  as  to  leave  nothing  more  to  be  said.  After  refuting  most 
completely  the  objections  urged  against  vivisection;  tliat  it  is  cruel,  that  it  is  lia- 
ble to  uncertainty,  that  it  has  not  led  to  valuable  result,  Dr.  Dalton  proceeds  to 
enumerate  some  of  tlie  discoveries  t<j  which  it  has  led;  lirst,  to  the  discovery  of 
the  circulation  of  the  blood;  second,  to  many  important  facts  concerning  respira- 
tion; third,  to  transfusion  of  the  blood;  fourth,  to  artilicial  respiration;  lifth,  to 
much  of  what  is  known  of  digestion — that  the  stomach  secretes  the  gastric  juice, 
and  does  it  only  during  digestion,  and  when  the  stomach  is  excited,  and  that  it 
has  the  power  of  <li.ssolving  the  food — is  a  true  digestive  secretion;  sixth,  a  gieat 
many  facts  concerning  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system;  seventh,  the  modern 
operation  for  aneurism ;  eighth,  improvements  in  the  surgical  operation  of  exsec- 
tion  and  extirpation,  l)y  discovery  of  the  office  and  functions  of  the  periosteum  in 
the  regeneration  of  bone;  ninth,  in  the  treatment  of  bites  by  venomous  .serpent.s, 
and  much  of  what  we  know  of  the  anatomy  of  the  fangs,  i)oison-gland3  and  acces- 
sory |)arts  in  the  rattlesnake — the  mode  of  jirodnction  and  discharge  of  the  poison, 
its  cotiiposilion  and  ))ro]ierties,  its  action  on  various  species  and  clas.ses  of  animals, 
and  the  valu(!  of  dilfcrent  remedies  and  antidotes;  tenth,  a  knowleilg'-  of  the 
origin  and  |ireventi(iu  of  |)arasitic  dise.aso. 


Cruelty  to  Animals. 


318 


EDITOEIAL. 


Whoever  reads  Dr.  Dalton's  paper,  will  never  more  speak  of  vivisections  by 
physiologists,  being  cruel,  uncertain  or  deceptive,  and,  above  all,  fruitless  of  val- 
uable results. 

We  have  nothing  to  say  upon  the  legitimate  (juestion  of  preventing  cruelty  to 
animals;  the  abuse  or  unnecessary  torture  of  any  animal  is  repulsive  to  all  the 
feelings  of  h\imanity;  the  poor,  debased,  drunken,  sordid,  soulless  scoundrel,  who 
shames  the  world  by  acts  of  cruelty  to  animals,  should  bo  abated  from  the  sight  of 
men,  and  nothing  can  be  more  uu(jualified  than  our  condemnation  of  brutes  who 
are  guilty  of  such  crimes.  When  this  just  sense  of  decency  for  the  care  and  i)ro- 
tection  of  the  animal  creation,  is  perverted  into  a  foolish,  inconsistent  crusade 
against  gentlemen  of  the  highest  culture,  with  the  purest  motive,  and  the  most 
unselfish  effort  for  human  good,  then,  it  is,  that  we  protest  against  their  action, 
and  begin  to  look  upon  them  as  bigoted,  superstitious,  self-righteous  usurpers, 
who  wouUl  fain  make  the  world  believe  that  goodness  and  kindness  and  humanity 
will  die  with  tliem. 

This  wlidle  subject  is  very  likely  to  be  presented  to  the  ]iublic  in  all  its  various 
bearings  and  in  full  detail;  there  is  an  evident  i)re.ssure  from  outside,  or  our  min- 
isters to  Christian  churches  would  not  have  felt  called  upon  to  preach  gospel 
sermons  upon  the  subject  of  cruelty  to  animals.  In  Buffalo  we  do  not  think  that 
animals  are  treated  badly  to  any  great  extent,  at  least;  the  dogs  are  treated  as 
well  as  many  of  the  women,  and  the  cats,  rabbits  and  other  domestic  animals, 
including  rats  and  mice,  are  general  favorites  with  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. The  honscs  arc  not  abused  hy  their  owners,  that  we  have  ever  observed  in 
a  single  instance,  and  the  cows  of  Buffalo  are  not  confined  in  ill-ventilated  stables 
or  forced  to  give  milk  in  greater  quantity,  or  of  purer  quality,  than  consistent 
with  their  general  good  keeping.  We  have  recently  heard  of  some  children  who 
were  put  in  Ijeer-casks  instead  of  pantaloons,  and  were  not  fed  on  the  choicest 
food,  which  comes  nearest  to  being  within , the  scojie  of  the  text,  of  anything  we 
have  ever  known.  If  the  morality  and  Christianity  of  Western  New  York,  has 
arrived  to  .so  groat  a  degree  of  jierfection,  that  its  Reveiend  advocates  can  legiti- 
mately espouse  the  cause  of  the  brute  creation  by  direct  appeal,  or  more  properly, 
if  decency  and  common  humanity  have  so  completely  died  out  of  the  hearts  of  the 
church  congregations,  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  preach  against  "cruelty  to  ani- 
mals," in  their  Sabliath  or  other  gatherings,  then  we  would  respectfully  suggest, 
that  future  efforts  for  christianizing  be  abandoned,  and  our  refined  circles  of 
church-going  citizens  be  invited  instead,  to  attend  horse-races  and  gladiatorial 
contests  in  modern  amphitheatres,  as  more  productive  of  kindness  and  humanity 
than  the  exercises  whicli  have  thus  far  proved  of  so  little  avail. 

This  sympathy  for  animals,  at  least  the  New  York  exhibition  of  it,  as  under- 
stood by  an  outsider,  is  a  hypocritical,  nonsensical  flustration  about  nothing,  and 
iu  Buffalo  we  liclieve  it  is  only  an  echo  of  the  same  confusion. 
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The  Renewal  of  Life — Lectures,  chiefly  Clinical,  by  Tuomas  King  CnAMBBRS. 
M.  D.,  Honorary  Physician  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Consulting  Physi- 
cian and  Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Consult- 
ing Physician  to  the  St.  Luke's  Hospital.    Second  American  from  the  fourth 
London  edition.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  ISGG. 
The  early  appearance  of  the  second  American  edition  of  this  work  clearly  dem- 
onstrates the  estimation  in  which  it  is  hold  by  the  profession  ;  and  it  is  with  pleas- 
ure that  we  repeat  our  expressions  of  approbation  of  a  work,  so  full  of  practical 
suggestions,  clinical  observations  and  philosophical  reasonings.    No  new  addi- 
tions to  this  iss\ie  have  been  made,  owing  to  an  illness  of  the  author,  but  the  same 
has  been  thoroughly  revised  and  nvarranged.    In  design  and  .'^cope  this  work  is 
unsurpassed,  treating  the  subjects  under  consideration  in  a  masterly  and  scientific 
style,  and  according  to  the  present  idevafed  standard  of  medical  opinion,  pointing 
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out  the  errors  of  the  past.  Tlie  author  rightfully  considers  jihysiology  as  the 
foundation  of  all  medicine,  and  in  his  "X'nroi "  presses  upon  the  students  the 
importance  of  considering  this  branch  as  the  "  key-stone  and  landing  link  of  all 
their  knowledge,  and  the  firm  foundation  which  they  are  to  crown  with  their 
future  practice."  "It  is  an  error,"  he  says,  "deadly  to  the  usefulness  of  our 
profession,  to  say  or  to  do  anything  toward  Ibstering  an  idea  that  the  (uganic  laws 
of  health  and  disease  are  dilforent;  it  is  still  worse  to  paint  Ihcin  in  <'ii])(isi(i(]n. 
On  the  modern  principles  of  dividing  labor  we  have  separate  lectures  on  aualoniy, 
physiology,  i)athology,  and  the  practice  of  medicine;  but  l)oth  instructors  and 
pupils  should  never  lose  sight  of  these  as  branches  of  one  study,  as  being  in  truth 
all  limbs  of  the  same  tree;  and  those  who  follow  them,  one  after  the  other  should 
still  pursue  the  same  end — a  knowledge  of  man's  nature  with  a  view  to  the  culture 
of  his  jihysical  well-being." 

To  the  student  just  entering  upon  his  profession,  and  to  the  practitioner  of 
years'  standing,  this  work  of  Dr.  Chambers  will  prove  highly  instructive  and 
afford  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  many  perplexing  questions  daily  presenting 
themselves  in  the  pursuit  of  their  labors. 


On  the  Functions  and  Disorders  of  the  Reproductive  Organs,  in  Childhood, 
Youth,  Adult  Age  and  Advanced  Life,  considered  in  their  Physiological,  .Social 
and  Moral  Relations.    }?y  William  Actox,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  late  Surgeon  to  the 
Islington  Dispensary,  and  formerly  Externe  to  the  Venereal  Hosjiitals,  Paris; 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Med.  and  Chir.  Society,  etc.,  etc.    Second  American,  from 
the  fourth  London  edition.    Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  18(17. 
Mr.  Acton,  in  discussing  the  functions  and  disoiders  of  the  rejn'oductive  organs 
has  treated  this  subject  in  the  calmest  and  most  ])hilosophie  spirit,  his  language 
being  as  choice  and  delicate  as  the  nature  of  his  thema  would  allow  without 
becoming  ambiguous.    The  author  has  for  many  years  directed  his  especial  atten- 
tion to  the  study  of  tho  generative  organs,  and  has  furnished  this  work  as  the 
result  of  a  life's  close  observation.    All  circumstances  appertaining  to  the  organs 
in  question  have  been  closely  investigated  and  carefully  recorded.    Too  long  have 
men  of  science  allowed  themselves  to  ignore  this  subject,  owing  either  to  a  per- 
verted sense  of  delicacy  or  to  a  repugnance  of  approaching  a  subject  of  this 
nature,  thus  exposing  in  a  great  measure  the  unfortunate  and  misguided  victims 
of  passion  to  the  nefarious  tricks  of  advertising  scoundrels.    Mr.  Acton  has  con- 
ferred a  great  favor  upon  the  profession  in  so  nianfully  attacking  long-established 
abuses,  and  we  would  welcome  him  as  a  pion<>cr  in  a  lielil  of  medical  literature, 
thus  far  almost  totally  neglected. 

We  would  especially  invito  tho  attention  to  the  chapters  considering  the  man- 
agement of  childhood  and  youth,  to  guard  against  th<^  ac(|nisitioH  of  that  loath- 
some habit,  masturbation.  Not  alone  will  [ihysicians  deri\  e  many  \  aluable  hints, 
aiding  them  in  tho  treatment  of  disease  at  that  period  of  life,  but  also  parents 
and  instructors  will  become  better  adapted  to  the  management  of  their  offspring 
and  to  the  charges  intrusted  to  their  care. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 


Contributions  to  the  Pathology,  Diagnosis,  and  Treatment  of  Angular  Curvature 
of  tho  Spine.  By  Benjamin  Lee,  M.  D.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co., 
1867. 

Injuries  of  the  Spine,  with  an  Analysis  of  nearly  four  hundred  cases.  By  .Tohn 
Ashhurst,  jr..  A.  AI.,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadel- 
phia, etc.,  etc.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.  London;  Tiilbncr  it 
Co.,  1867. 

Diphtheria;  a  Prize  Essay.    By  E.  S.  Gaillard,  M.  D.,  Richmond,  Va. 
Reduction  of  Inverted  Uteri,  by  a  new  method.    By  Thos.  Addis  Emmet,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  in  charge  of  tho  New  York  State  Woman's  Hospital. 
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Two  eases  of  QEso)iliagotomy  for  the  lemoviil  of  foieij^n  bodies,  with  a  history  of 
the  ojieration.  By  David  W.  Cheever,  M.  D.,  Assistant  Professor  of  Anatomy 
in  Harvard  University,  etc..  etc. 

A  Series  of  Articles  on  Clerical  Health,  relating  to  sul)jects  of  iin])ortanee  to  Pas- 
tors and  People,  writlen  at  various  leisure  moments,  .some  of  which  were  pub- 
lished in  1857.    By  William  M.  Cornell,  M.  D. 

The  I'liysical  Geogriijihy  of  the  North  Pacilic  Ocean,  the  peculiarities  of  its  cir- 
culation, and  their  relation  to  the  Climate  of  the  Pacific  Coast  of  the  United 
States.    By  William  Henry  J)oughty,  M.  1).,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Accidental  and  Congenital  Atresia  of  the  Vagina,  with  a  mode  of  ojierating  for 
successfully  establishing  the  Canal.  By  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  M.  1).,  Surgeon 
in  charge  of  the  New  York  State  Woman's  Hospital. 

Bulletin  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine.  Vivisection;  what  it  is,  and 
what  it  has  accomplished.  By  John  C.  Dalton,  M.  1).,  Professor  of  Physiology 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 

Annual  Pteport  of  the  Health  Officer  of  the  city  of  Toledo,  fur  the  year  186(;. 

The  Indigestions;  or  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs  Functionally  Treated.  By 
Thomas  King  Chamljers,  Honorary  Physician  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Consulting  Physician  and  Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine  at  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  etc.,  etc.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea,  1SC7. 
For  sale  by  Theodore  Butler,  l.'jO  Main  street. 

Inhalations  in  the  Treatment  of  Di-seases  of  the  R(!Spiratory  Passages,  particularly 
as  effected  l)y  the  use  of  Atomized  Fluids.  By  J.  M.  Da  Costa,  M.  D.,  Physi- 
cian to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital;  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians;  Presi- 
dent of  the  Pathological  Society  of  Philadelphia,  etc.,  etc.  Philadelphia:  J. 
B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1867. 
For  sale  by  Breed,  Lijnt  &  Co. 

Forty-fifth  Annual  Announcement  and  Catalogue  of  the  Berkshire  (Mass.)  Medical 
College. 


Erie  County  Medical  Society. 


The  regular  Annual  Meeting  of  Erie  County  Medical  Society  was  held  on  the 
8th  day  of  January,  18G7,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association  in  this 
city.  The  usual  business  of  these  meetings  was  transacted,  and  the  following 
officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President,  Dr.  J.  R.  Lothrop;  Vice  President.  Dr.  John  Boardman;  Secretary, 
Dr.  Thomas  M.  Johnson;  Treasurer,  Dr.Wm.  Ring;  Librarian,  Dr.  James  B.  Sarao. 

Primary  B  i;u-d— Drs.  H.  S.  Taft,  W.  C.  Phelps  and  Frank  Abbott. 

Cen.sors — Drs.  S.  W.  Wetmore,  S.  F.  Mixer,  Thomas  Lothrop,  P.  H.  Strong, 
John  Hauenstein. 

Dr.  George  Abbott,  of  White's  Corners,  informed  the  mooting  that  by  a  recent 
apportionment  Erie  county  is  entitled  to  five  members  in  the  Assembly,  and  that 
therefore  this  Society  is  entitled  to  another  delegate  to  the  State  Medio'al  Society. 
An  election  was  held  when  Dr.  George  Abfiott  was  elected  such  delegate. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  members  of  the  Society: — Dr.  M.  E. 
Shaw  of  Buffalo,  Dr.  Lapp  of  Clarence. 

Dr.  George  Abbott  read  an  elaborate  paper  upon  Diphtheria,  for  which  he 
received  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the  Society,  and  a  request  of  a  copy  for  puljlication. 

Tnos.  M.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 


Medical  Convention. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  held  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, May  3d,  18Gt!,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  with  much  unanimity, 
and  the  undersigned  appointed  a  committee  to  aid  in  carrying  it  into  practical 
effect : 

•'Resolved,  That  this  Association  earnestly  requests  the  medical  colleges  of  the 
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country  to  hold  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of  thoroughly  revising  the  present 
system  of  medical  college  instruction,  and  that  a  committoe  be  appointed  to  aid 
in  carrying  the  resolution  into  etlect." 

In  fulfilling  the  duties  enjoined  on  them,  the  undersigned  respectfully  and  earn- 
estly invite  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  each  regular  medical  college  in  the  United 
States  to  send  representatives  to  a  convention  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  on  Friday  preceding  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  namely:  on  the  3d  of  May,  1867.  We  would  also  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  all  delegates  to  such  convention  be  prepared  to  consider  fully  aud^act 
upon  the  following  subjects: 

Pirst. — The  adoption  of  a  more  uniform  and  just  rate  of  lecture  fees  by  all  the 
colleges  in  this  country. 

Second. — The  propriety  of  increasing  the  length  of  the  annual  lecture  term  and 
the  number  of  professorships. 

Third. — The  adoption  of  measures  for  securing  more  thorough  attention  on  the 
part  of  students,  to  the  more  elementary  branches  of  medical  science,  and  a  more 
progressive  order  of  medical  studies. 

Fourth. — The  practicability  of  requiring  three  annual  courses  of  lectures,  in- 
stead of  two,  as  a  condition  of  graduation,  and  of  making  hospital  clinical  instruc- 
tion a  necessary  part  of  the  third  course. 

Fifth. — The  practical)ility  of  establishing  and  exacting  some  appropriate  stand- 
ard of  preliminary  education  for  young  men  proposing  to  enter  upon  the  study  of 
medicine. 

Feeling  confident  that  a  free  interchange  of  views  upon  these  and  such  other 
topics  as  the  convention  might  deem  proper,  would  result  in  the  adoption  of 
measures  of  great  importance  to  the  interests,  honor,  and  usefulness  of  our  pro- 
fession, we  again  cordially  and  earnestly  invite  your  cooperation. 

N.  S.  Davis,  S.  D.  Gross, 

WoRxm.vGTOx  Hooker,       M.  Weight, 

George  C.  Shattuck,  Committee. 

The  medical  colleges  will,  no  doubt,  be  generally  represented  in  this  meeting, 

and  as  is  suggested,  an  interchange  of  sentiment  may  be  productive  of  good.  It 

will  be  readily  apparent  that  these  subjects  are  not  easily  settled,  and  that  what 

might  be  well,  for  one  college,  would  not  answer  at  all  for  anothtr.    The  subjects 

are  certainly,  vital  ones,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  medical  colleges  may  be 

fully  represented. 


American  Medical  Association. 

OflBce  of  Permanent  Secretary, 
Wm.  B.  Atkixso.v,  M.  D., 

215  Spruce  street,  Philadelphia. 
The  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  will  be 
held  in  Cincinnati,  on  Tuesday,  May  7th,  1867,  at  11  o'clock  A.  M. 
The  following  Committees  are  expected  to  report: — 
On  Quarantine,  Dr.  Wilson  Jewell,  Pa.,  Chairman. 

On  Ligature  of  Subclavian  Artery,  Dr.  Willard  Parker,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 
On  Progress  of  Medical  Science,  Dr.  Jerome  C.  Smith,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 
On  the  Comparative  Value  of  Life  in  City  and  Country,  Dr.  Edward  Jarvis, 
Mass.,  Chairman. 

On  Drainage  and  Sewerage  of  Cities,  etc..  Dr.  Wilson  Jewell,  Pa.,  Chairman. 
On  the  uge  of  Plaster  of  Paris  in  Surgery,  Dr.  Jas.  L.  Little,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 
On  Prize  Essays,  Dr.  F.  Donaldson,  Md.,  Chairman. 
On  Medical  Education,  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross.  Pa.,  Chairman. 
On  Medical  Literature,  Dr.  A.  C.  Post.  Chairman. 

On  Instruction  in  Medical  Colleges,  Dr.  Nathan  S.  Davis,  111..  Chairman. 
On  Rank  of  Medical  Men  in  the  Army,  Dr.  D.  H.  Storer,  Mass.,  Chairman. 
On  Rank  of  Medical  Men  in  the  Navy,  Dr.  W.  M.  Wood,  U.  S.  N.,  Chairman. 
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On  Insanity,  Dr.  Isaac  Ray,  R.  I.,  Chairman. 

On  American  Medical  Necrology,  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox,  Md.,  Chairman. 

On  the  Causes  of  Epidemics,  Dr.  Thomas  Antisell,  D.  C.  Chairman. 

On  Compulsory  Vaccination,  Dr.  A.  N.  Bell,  N.  Y..  Chairman. 

On  Leakage  of  Gas-Pipes,  Dr.  J.  C.  Draper,  N.  Y..  Chairman. 

On  Alcohol  and  its  Relations  to  Man,  Dr.  R.  W.  Dunbar,  Md.,  Chairman. 

On  the  Various  Surgical  Operations  for  the  Relief  of  Defective  Vision,  Dr.  M. 
A.  Fallen,  Mo.,  Chairman. 

On  Local  Anaisthesia,  Dr.  E.  Krackowitzer,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 

On  the  Influence  upon  Vision  of  the  Abnormal  Conditions  of  the  Muscular 
Apparatus  of  the  Eye,  Dr.  II.  D.  Noyos,  N.  Y.,  Chairman. 

On  the  Comparative  Merits  of  the  Different  Oi)erations  for  the  Extraction  of 
Vesical  Calculi,  Dr.  B.  J.  Raphael,  N.  Y..  Chairman. 

On  the  Therapeutics  of  Inhalation,  Dr.  J.  Solis  Cohen,  Pa.,  Chairman. 

On  the  Deleterious  Articles  used  in  Dentistry,  Dr  Augustus  Mason,  Mass., 
Chairman. 

On  Medical  Ethics,  Dr.  AV'orthington|Hooker,  Conn.,  Chairman. 

On  the  Climatology  and  Epidemics  of  Maine,  Dr.  J.  C.  Weston. 

Of  New  Hampshire,  Dr.  P.  A,  Stackpole;  Vermont.  Dr.  Henry  Janes;  Massa- 
chusetts, Dr.  Alfred  C.  Garrett;  Rhode  Island,  Dr.  C.  "W.  Par.sons;  Connecticut. 
Dr.  B.  11.  Catlin;  New  York,  Dr.  E.  M.  Chapman:  New  Jersey.  Dr.  EzraM.  Hunt; 
Pennsylvania,  Dr.  D.  F.  Condie;  Delaware,  Dr.  - —  Wood;  Maryland,  Dr.  0.  .S. 
Mahon;  Georgia,  Dr.  Juriah  Harriss;  Missouri.  Dr.  George  Engelman;  Alabama. 
Dr.  R.  Miller;  Texas.  Dr.  Greensville  Dowell;  Illinois,  Dr.  R.  C.  Hamil;  Indiana. 
Dr.  J.  F,  Hibberd;  District  of  Columbia.  Dr.  T.  Antisell;  Iowa,  Dr.  J.  W.  H. 
Baker;  Michigan,  Dr.  Abm.  Sager;  Ohio,  Dr.  J.  W.  Russell. 

Secretaries  of  all  medical  organizations  are  requested  to  forward  lists  of  their 
delegates  as  soon  as  elected,  to  the  Permanent  Secretary. 

W.  B.  Atkinsox. 


Biographical  Dictionary  of  Deceased  American  Physicians. 


Washikgto.v,  March  2,  1867. 

To  American  Physicians: — Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  sub- 
joined inquiries,  wljich  are  .sent  to  you  in  furtherance  of  a  i)Ian  of  collecting  ma- 
terial for  the  publication  of  a  Bin'^raphical  Dictionary  of  Deceased  American 
Physicians.  The  work  is  already  in  a  state  of  considerable  forwardness,  and  is 
designed  to  contain  a  biographical  sketch  of  every  deceased  practitioner  of  regu- 
lar medicine,  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  our  country  to  the  present  time. 

Hundreds  of  jjhysicians  have  died  in  different  parts  of  tiie  United  States,  after 
devoting  a  long  and  useful  life  to  their  profession,  of  whose  existence  and  labors 
there  is  no  record.  This  should  not  be  so.  The  want  of  a  work  furnishing  an 
outline  of  the  lives  of  American  physicians  has  long  been  felt;  and  that  the  pro- 
ject meets  the  approbation  of  the  profession  and  of  the  relatives  of  deceased  med- 
ical men,  has  already  been  evinced  by  valuable  contributions  from  different  parts 
of  the  country. 

The  success  of  the  undertaking  must  obviously  depend,  in  a  great  measure, 
upon  the  cooperation  of  the  medical  profession,  and  such  relatives  and  acquaint- 
ances of  deceased  physicians  as  may  have  it  in  their  power  to  communicate  the 
essential  information. 

The  undersigned  confidently  solicits  your  aid  in  furnishing  such  facts  as  your 
knowledge  may  afford,  and  answering  the  following  inquiries: 

1 —  Name  in  full,  including  first,  middle,  and  last. 

2 —  Place  of  birth,  mentioning  town,  county,  and  State. 

3 —  Day,  month,  and  yearth  of  birth. 

4—  Full  name  of  father;  his  occupation  and  residence. 

5 —  Maiden  name  of  mother,  and  her  father's  name  in  fuli. 

6 —  Full  names  of  ancestors,  near  and  remote,  in  regular  order. 

7 —  Family  matters  of  interest  worthy  of  record. 

8—  Teachers,  schools  and  colleges,  other  than  professional,  giving  dates  as  far 
as  possible. 
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9 — Medical  education,  naming  teachers,  college,  with  dates  of  commencing 
study,  and  of  graduation.    Subject  of  Thesis. 

10 —  Date  of  commencing  practice,  and  where. 

11 —  Place  or  places  of  subsequent  residence,  with  dates. 

12 —  Particulars  in  regard  to  practice. 

13 —  Publications,  professional  and  other;  their  exact  titles,  in  full,  with  dates 
and  places  of  publication. 

14 —  Offices  held,  professional  and  other,  with  dates  of  tenure.  Professorships 
in  colleges.    Membership  in  societies.    Honorary  degrees. 

15 —  Health,  habits,  religious  character,  church  membership. 

16 —  Date  of  commencement  of  last  illness,  with  particulars  in  regard  to  same. 

17 —  Date  and  place  of  death,  and  ago. 

18 —  Place  of  interment,  and  monumental  inscription. 

19 —  Full  name(s)  of  wife(ves);  her  (their)  fathers'  and  mothers'  name(s); 
date(s)  of  marriage;  children,  giving  the  name  of  each. 

20 —  Any  particulars  Hot  coming  within  the  above — property  accumulated,  per- 
sonal appearance,  copy  of  or  reference  to  any  biographical  sketch,  or  obituary 
notice,  in  professional  or  secular  prints.  Engraving  and  autograph  desired,  and, 
if  obtainable,  any  specimens  of  writing,  published  or  unpublished.  If  there  be 
any  likeness,  mention  the  artist  and  possessor.  Omit  nothing  which  will  give 
interest  to  a  biographical  sketch. 

21 —  Name  of  informant,  and  sources  of  information. 

Joseph  M.  Toxeb,  M.  D., 
No.  350  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Pkof.  J.  P.  White's  Address. — The  Address  to  the  graduating  class  in  the 
Buffalo  Medical  College  by  Prof.  James  P.  White,  will  appear  in  our  next  number. 
AVe  regret  that  it  cannot  be  published  in  the  present  issue,  since  many  of  our 
readers,  and  especially  the  young  men  to  whom  it  was  directed,  are  expecting  the 
pleasure  of  its  perusal. 

The  S0BJECT  of  Criminal  Abortion  discussed  tx  a  Religious  Newspaper. 
The  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate  devotes  one  entire  page  to  a  full  discussion 
of  the  evils  of  abortion,  in  its  issue  of  March  13th.  It  is  an  indication  of  honesty, 
and  earnestness  which  we  had  not  expected  to  see.  This  is  the  fust  instance,  to 
our  knowledge,  of  the  subject  being  freely  and  fearlessly  discussed  in  a  public 
paper,  and  in  this  instance  nothing  has  been  omitted  or  covered;  it  is  truly  credit- 
able to  both  the  heart  and  heart  of  the  author.  It  will  be  again  noticed  when  we 
have  more  space  to  devote  to  the  subject,  as  we  have  one  or  two  items  to  suggest. 


Death  from  Chlorof»bm,  in  Toronto,  C.  W. — We  have  received  an  account 
of  a  coroner's  inquest  upon  the  body  of  one  John  Gould,  who  died  suddenly  from 
inhalation  of  chloroform  in  the  Toronto  General  Hospital,  where  he  had  been 
admitted  for  operation.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  evidence  that  the  adminis- 
tration was  in  any  way  in  fault.  The  medical  students  appear  to  have  been 
greatly  excited  and  to  have  kicked  in  a  window  when  it  ))ecame  evident  that  the 
patient  was  in  danger.  But  small  quantity  of  chloroform  was  given,  and  symp- 
toms of  danger  were  manifest  very  early  after  commencing  inhalation.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict,  "  that  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  [any  of  the  oflBcers  of  the 
hospital,  but  that  the  demonstrations  by  thoj  students,  and  the  crovrded  theatre, 
must  have  had  a  great  influence  upon  the  mind  of  the  patient." 
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Exchange  Journals. 

The  following  Journals  are  reeularlv  received  in  exchange: 

London  Lancet— Editors.  J.  H.  Bennett,  M.  D..  T.  Wakelv,  jr.,  M.  R.  C.  S.  E. 

Braithwaitc's  Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and  Surgery.  New  York:  W.  A. 
Townsend.  434  Broome  street. 

The  Ophthalmic  Review,  edited  by  J.  Z.  Lawrence  and  Thoma.?  Winslow, 
London. 

American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  edited  by  Isaac  Hays.  M.  D. 

Boston  Jledical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited  by  Samuel  L.  Abbott,  M.  D.  and 
James  C.  White.  M.  D. 

The  American  Journal  of  Insanity,  edited  by  the  officers  of  the  Xew  York 
State  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  New  York  Medical  Journal. 

The  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  edited  by  Edward  B.  .Stevens.  M.  D. 
and  John  A.  Murphy,  M.  D. 

The  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  edited  hv  M.  L.  Liaton.  "SI.  D.  and 
Frank  \V.  White,  M.  D. 

The  Medical  Record. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Journal. 
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Original  Communications. 

ART.  I.  —  Chanje  to  the  GraduathKj  Class,  delivered  at  the  recent 
Commencement  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Buf- 
falo.   Br  Prof.  Jamks  P.  White. 

Gentlemen: — Your  educational  curriculuui  is  rultilled.  Your 
pupilage  and  your  dii-ect  conuectiou  with  the  University  termin- 
ates with  the  conferring  of  these  degrees;  and  you  now  stand  cer- 
tified of  fitness  for  duties  of  a  more  active  and  responsible  charac- 
ter. Our  daily  meetings  arc  at  an  end,  and  it  but  remains  for  us 
to  say,  iarewell.  You  are  now  about  to  embark  on  the  untried 
ocean  of  life.  As  the  sails  are  unfurled  to  the  breeze,  it  is  cus- 
tomary and  proper  for  some  one  familiar  with  the  voyage,  as  well 
as  may  be,  to  delineate  the  waters  which  arc  to  be  traversed,  point 
out  the  stars  which  are  to  guide  the  young  mariner  safely  on  the 
passage,  and  mark  some  of  the  rocks  and  quicksands  upon  which 
shipwreck  is  most  imminent.  By  the  pai'tiality  of  my  colleagues 
I  am  commissioned  to  address  you  upon  this  occasion.  Would 
that  it  had  fallen  to  abler  hands;  for  this  last  counsel  should  pos- 
sess the  value  of  moral  and  religious  excellence;  and  like  the 
closing  notes  of  a  musical  strain,  this  last  impression  should  leave 
a  pleasing  echo  on  the  ear.  As  the  ancients  threw  their  letters 
into  the  funeral  pile  that  their  departed  friends  might,  even  in  the 
land  of  spirits,  read  them,  so  throw  we  as  our  last  offering  these 
hasty  words  of  warning  and  exhortation  after  you,  for  your  con- 
sideration when  tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  waves  of  this  new  lifQ 
upon  which  you  are  just  embarking. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  9-^-42, 
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lu  the  fuUillniciit  of  this  (lutj  nothing  startling  will  be  allenipted, 
nothing  original  nndortaken;  content  if  able  to  point  out  some  of 
the  well-known  dangers  which  beset  the  beaten  path  of  life,  and 
furnish  a  few  i)lain  rules  b\'  which  to  regulate  j  our  conduct  towards 
3  0ur  professional  brethren,  your  patients,  and  society. 

The  first  question  claiming  attention  from  the  neophite,  where 
shall  our  lot  be  cast?  is  of  undoubted  importance.  The  Jlrst  loca- 
tion should  be  the  only  one.  No  greater  error  can  be  committed 
by  the  j'oung  practitioner,  than  by  supposing  it  easy  to  change  to 
a  better,  if  not  satisfied  with  that  first  adopted,  and  thus  select  a 
small  town  with  the  expectation  of  subsequently  removing  to  a 
larger.  The  physician's  cajjital  consists  almost  wholly'  of  reputa- 
tion, of  the  good  opinion  of  those  who  believe  they  have  been 
relieved  by  his  ministrations.  It  is,  therefore,  local  in  character, 
and  cannot  be  transferred.  He  who  changes  his  place  of  residence 
late  in  life,  no  matter  how  high  his  position  may  have  been  in  the 
community  where  he  has  alread}-  labored  fully ;  having  lost 

b}'  age  the  aptitude  for  acquiring  and  the  patience  to  wait  for 
business,  is  doomed  to  disajipointment.  This  first  step,  therefore, 
as  its  results  are  life-long  in  duration,  should  not  be  inconsider- 
ately taken. 

In  Eussia  and  some  parts  of  Germany,  government  restricts  the 
number  of  medical  men.  In  Bavaria,  particularly,  there  is  a  lim- 
itation to  the  number  of  practitioners,  and  no  person  is  allowed  to 
commence  i^ractice  until  it  is  ascertained  that  there  is  a  vacancy 
for  him.  The  inspector  of  each  district,  having  a  list  of  all  the 
doctors  under  his  jurisdiction,  upon  the  death  of  any  one  of  them, 
fills  his  place  from  among  the  j'oung  candidates  for  service.  In 
this  selection  he  is  said  to  be  governed  often  more  by  political 
influences  than  the  merits  of  the  applicants,  taking  those  only 
whose  opinions  are  agreeable  to  government.  In  this  way,  you 
perceive,  an  excess  of  medical  practitioners  is  effectually  prevented ; 
but  producing  as  the  inevitable  result  of  this  sj-stem,  a  class  of 
mechanical  students,  utterly  destitute  of  moral  and  intellectual 
attainments,  and  who  after  their  apjiointment  sink  into  contented 
mediocritj'. 

Great  as  are  the  evils  which  sometimes  attend  competition  in 
this  country,  I  confess  I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  see  any 
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other  restraint  laid  upon  the  increase  of  medical  men,  than  the 
wholesome  check  of  increased  requirements,  and  more  thorough 
education.  No,  confiding  in  your  own  determination  to  be  useful, 
and  to  ensure  success  by  your  real  merits,  go  to  that  place  where 
such  climate,  society,  social  and  religious  institutions  as  you  think 
will  most  contribute  to  your  own  happiness,  arc  to  be  found; 
where,  when  business  is  obtained  it  will  be  worth  possessing; 
where  the  seed  sown  iu  youth  when  it  ripens  shall  bear  fruit  worth 
the  gathering  in  maturity,  and  where  old  age  can  find  its  solace, 
and  thank  Heaven  that  its  lot  is  "cast  in  pleasant  places."  Select, 
I  say,  such  a  location,  and  then  set  vigorously  at  work  preparing 
for  the  responsibilities  attending  the  discharge  of  professional 
duties,  never  doubting  that  success  will  attend  3'our  efforts. 

This  resolution  formed,  and  the  young  physician,  having  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  place  where  he  is  to  remain,  should  immedi- 
ately commence  to  study  the  various  peculiarities  of  climate,  nat- 
ural influences,  tendencies  of  the  prevailing  occupations  and  habits 
of  life  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  of  his  adoption.  Bear  in 
mind  that  in  proportion  as  it  is  perceived  that  all  the  circumstan- 
ces of  life,  both  moral  and  physical,  may  be  employed  for  the  jJi'es- 
crvation  of  health,  medical  science  approaches  the  problem  of 
giving  laws  to  life.  In  your  subsequent  intercourse  with  your 
patients  j'ou  will  thus  be  enabled  to  lead  them  to  form  just  views 
on  important  questions  of  hygiene.  Lose  no  opportunity  of  urg- 
ing them,  and  the  authorities  having  charge  of  the  sanitar}^  condi- 
tion of  the  place,  not  to  disregard  established  natural  laws,  but  to 
look  to  prevention  as  well  as  cure.  Few  physicians,  unless  their 
attention  has  been  especially  directed  to  the  subject,  can  have  an}- 
idea  of  the  amount  of  ignorance  which  exists,  even  amongst  tlie 
educated  classes,  on  these  subjects.  Persons  may  be  found  in 
this  and  almost  every  other  community,  who  have  the  pecuniary 
ability  to  choose,  who  nevertheless  live  for  years,  sometimes  their 
whole  lives,  in  houses  where  imperfect  drainage,  the  absence  of 
proper  ventilation,  or  exposure  to  miasmatic  influences,  keep  up  a 
constant  succession  of  invalids  in  their  family,  spending  yearly 
large  sums  in  medical  attendance,  and  constantly  Avondering  why 
they  are  so  sickly. 
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Still  further:— Philanthropy  and  your  own  health,  and  the  health 
of  your  family;  for  it  is  not  less  essential  to  the  physician  than  to 
every  other  member  of  community,  that  the  healthfulness  of  the 
locality  in  which  he  resides  should  ))e  improved  to  the  {jreatest 
possible  degree;  philanthropy  and  self-interest  concur,  I  say,  in 
inducing  you  to  ascertain  and  make  known  the  causes  of  any  en- 
demic or  epidemic  diseases  which  prevail  in  your  neighborhood. 
Nor  will  this  enlightened  study  and  advocacy  of  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity in  which  the  poor  have  so  large  an  interest  be  without  its 
reward.  It  is  the  best  way  of  bringing  yourselves  usefully  before 
the  public,  and  that  too  in  the  legitimate  sphere  of  professional 
duty.  Humanity  in  the  widest  signification  of  the  term,  is  the 
object  which  is  assigned  to  the  medical  profession;  its  inalienable 
qualification  is  to  be  cautious,  indulgent,  and  in  all  the  relations  of 
life  to  be  helpful  to  others  in  advice  and  action.  In  the  labyrinth 
of  disease  you  must  search  for  and  hold  fast  to  the  clue  of  its  ori- 
gin, connexions  and  course;  this  is  the  thread  of  Ariadne  which 
will  certainly  conduct  you  to  the  goal  of  success.  The  more  intri- 
cate the  case  at  first  appears,  the  more  earnestly  must  you  labor 
to  separate  the  essential  from  the  non-essential,  and  to  discover 
the  real  cause  of  any  prevailing  disease.  These  laudable  efforts 
will  be  highly  appreciated  in  every  community.  Nay,  more,  they 
will  serve  to  make  you  thoroughly  versed  in  the  science  of  med- 
icine, which  is  the  only  sure  foundation  upon  which  a  medical 
reputation  can  be  built.  It  is  true,  a  happy  concurrence  of  circum- 
stances, or  family  influence  may  raise  a  man  destitute  of  solid 
attainments  to  an  elevation  above  his  merits;  but  his  position  is 
ever  insecure,  and  a  few  years  will  find  him  sunk  in  forgotten 
insignificance. 

Do  not  allow  yourselves  to  become  political  partisans.  Never 
run  the  hazard  ol'  having  jour  duties  to  patients,  who  have  en- 
trusted tlieir  lives  to  .your  care,  interfered  with  by  political  engage- 
ments. Your  studies,  habits,  and  occupations  unfit  you  for  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  recipient  of  office;  and 
it  were  better  you  should  never  become  a  candidate  for  any  po.-i- 
tion  in  the  gift  of  a  party.  You  cannot,  by  partisan  iiid,  pc.'ruia- 
nently  advance  your  professional  interests.  You  should,  indeed, 
have  well  formed  and  correct  opinions  upon  all  the  public  meas- 
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lil*es  of  the  clay,  and  in  castino-  your  vote  it  will  be  well  for  you, 
keeping  aloof  from  party  tramels,  to  give  it  such  direction  as  to 
lessen  political  acerbity,  and  exert  a  conservative  influence.  Do 
not,  however,  for  one  moment,  suppose  that  I  desire  to  see  you 
converted  into  such  neutral  mixtures  that  3'ou  will  hesitate  in  the 
recognition  and  discharge  of  your  whole  duty  wlien  the  liberties 
of  the  country  are  imperilled.  No,  in  addition  to  the  fearless 
expression  of  patriotic  oj^inions,  you  should  be  found  at  your  jjost 
in  the  camp  and  in  the  hospitah  Nobly  were  these  self-sacrificing 
labors  i)erformed  by  tlie  surgeons  of  America  throughout  the  fear- 
ful struggle  from  which  tlie  country  is  just  emerging.  Many 
established  practitioners  exchanged  the  comforts  of  home,  liberal 
incomes,  and  honorable  j^ositions  in  society,  for  the  less  remunera- 
tive service  of  the  government  and  the  privations  of  the  camp. 

From  a  very  extensive  intercourse  with  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession on  the  border  between  the  two  contending  sections,  in  the 
execution  of  commissions  which  brought  me  into  intimate  relations 
with  them  all  the  way  from  Fortress  Monroe  on  the  east  to  Mem- 
phis in  the  west,  I  am  proud  to  say  1  found  them,  as  a  class,  thor- 
oughly loyal.  Associated  on  another  occasion  with  my  friend  and 
colleague.  Prof.  Rochester,  in  an  inspection  of  the  hospitals  of  the 
west  and  south,  authorized  by  the  Surgeon-Gcnez'al  and  the  Sanitary' 
Commission,  I  venture  to  affirm  that  he  will  also  bear  testimony  to 
the  zeal  and  patriotism  everywhere  manifested  by  our  medical 
brethren.  Of  the  heroic  examples  of  surgeons  on  the  field;  of  their 
personal  exposures  to  danger;  of  their  voluntarily  submitting  often 
to  be  taken  prisoners,  rather  than  forsake  the  men  under  their  charge ; 
of  their  sufferings  from  disease,  unattended  by  medical  bretliren ; 
of  their  unintermitting  labors;  of  such  like  incidents  a  volume 
might  be  written.  Brighter  examples  are  not  recorded  on  the 
fairest  pages  of  histoi-y.  In  our  own  circle,  witness  the  vacant 
seats  often  heretofore  occupied  on  this  anniversary,  by  the  mag- 
nanimous and  patriotic  Wilcox;  the  conscientious  and  scholarly 
Washburn;  the  accomplished  and  heroic  surgeon  Irwin;  and  the 
youthful  and  zealous  Butler.  These  men  deserve  the  commenda- 
tion of  their  countrymeu.  Their  examples  are  worthy  your  im- 
itation I 
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As  a  substitute  for  political  .  excitement  and  occupation,  permit 
me  to  urge  you  to  prosecute'  hereafter  your  professional  reading. 
Think  not  that  your  education  is  now  complete.  You  have  but 
made  that  amount  of  progress  in  the  various  departments  of  med- 
ical science;  you  have  but  gained  that  degree  of  intellectual 
strength  which  will  enable  you  to  pursue  your  investigations  un- 
aided by  instruction.  You  can  now  grope  your  own  way  into  tlic 
light,  though  yet  tottering  and  uncertain  in  your  step.  Should 
you  flatter  yourselves  that  hereafter  study  is  unnecessary,  you  will 
strand  upon  the  bar  which  lies  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor, 
before  the  voyage  is  fairly  commenced.  Conceit  cannot  long 
endure  as  the  substitute  for  solid  attainment.  It  is  a  well  known 
law  in  capillary  attraction,  that  fluids  stand  highest  in  the  smallest 
tubes;  so  the  ignorant,  empty-headed,  narrow-minded  physician, 
too  wise  to  learn,  will  often  be  found  assuming  the  most  lofty 
bearing.  And  as  certainly  as  these  same  liquids  lose  their  eleva- 
tion when  deprived  of  artificial  support,  so  those  men  of  small 
caliber  and  large  pretensions  will  find  their  level,  when  brought 
into  intimate  relations  with  other  members  of  the  profession  with- 
out their  adventitious  prop. 

Not  only  must  you  continue  to  study,  but  in  order  that  you 
make  true  progress  it  is  of  great  importance  that  you  prosecute 
these  studies  aright.  It  is  a  fact  not  sufficiently  understood  and 
acted  upon,  that  education  is  of  two  kinds.  There  is,  first,  the 
education  of  the  mind — that  training  and  culture  of  the  mental 
faculties — of  the  judgment — the  reasoning  powers — the  taste  and 
appreciation  of  those  subjects  which  shall  afterwards  be  presented, 
and  which  fits  the  mind  for  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  destined. 
Secondly,  there  is  that  special  education  of  the  mind  thus  disci- 
plined and  fitted  for  that  particular  employment  in  which  it  is 
henceforth  to  be  engaged.  The  former  of  these  departments  of 
education  is  by  far  the  most  important,  and  it  is  preciselj-  that  in 
which  our  present  system  of  medical  education— teaching  hy  dem- 
onstrative lectures — is  most  deficient.  It  is  because  undue  impor- 
tance is  attached  to  this  second  department  in  education — -the 
acquirement  of  the  special  knowledge  required  for  actual  use,  that 
classical  studies  have  been  undul}^  depreciated  in  the  education  of 
medical  men.     It  is  true  they  arc  not  in  reality  medical  studies; 
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but  tliey  discipline  and  enrich  tlio  mind,  and  prepare  it  for  the 
study  of  the  sciences;  and  they  have  a  counteracting  influence  to 
the  purely  material  atmosphere  with  which  the  absorption  in  phys- 
ical science  envelopes  the  mind  of  the  medical  student. 

It  is  the  mind,  then,  I  repeat — the  mind  which  should  be  the 
first  object  of  attention — not  the  mere  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
but  the  cultivation  of  that  instrument  by  which  knowledge  is 
acquired,  and  by  which  alone  that  knowledge  can  be  made  availa- 
able.  The  human  mind,  says  an  eminent  author,  may  fitly  be 
called  "that  great  and  universal  machine,  by  which  we  operate 
upon  all  things."  In  improving,  then,  this  universal  engine,  we 
are  conferring  a  service  on  mankind  something  the  same  in  kind 
with  the  improvement  of  the  steam  engine;  but  in  degree  and 
extent  of  usefulness  be3^ond  all  comparison  greater.  If  this  be 
important  with  regard  to  mind  in  general,  how  much  more  so  with 
regard  to  those  minds  which  are  to  be  exercised  upon  a  profession 
like  medicine? 

Time  was  when  those  practicing  the  healing  art  possessed  all 
the  learning,  hording  it  as  a  legacy  peculiarly  tlieir  own.  The 
Gospel  of  Luke,  the  physician,  is  said  to  be  written  in  purer 
Greek  than  any  of  the  other  Gospels;  and  among  the  moderns, 
medicine  can  claim  some  of  the  brightest  stars  in  literature  and 
poetry.  Away  then,  with  this  modern  under-estimate  of  the  value 
of  classical  and  literary  attainments  to  the  medical  student !  Not 
that  you  should  attempt  everything,  and  so  fail  in  all.  For  it  is 
on  the  contrary  true,  that  this  is  an  age  of  ambitious  acquirement, 
and  some  professional  men  seem  to  be  ashamed  unless  they  have 
the  character  of  universal  knowledge.  He  who  falls  into  the  error 
of  studying  everything  will  be  certain  to  know  nothing  well.  Dis- 
regard the  clamor  of  the  age  in  which  we  live,  also  in  favor  of 
general  education.  Avoid  the  yellow  covered  literature,  the 
trashy  periodicals,  the  flashy,  popular  lectures,  with  which  we  are 
at  the  present  day  assailed  by  the  ceaseless  competition  of  those 
who  vend  cheap  knowledge  under  these  various  and  tempting 
forms.  Strive  rather  for  that  calm  and  unpretending  acquirement 
and  secure  precise  study,  without  which  the  effort  to  become  good 
physicians  and  surgeons  must  prove  vain  and  fruitless. 
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A  most  useful  practit-c  in  tlie  accomplishment  of  this  end  con- 
sists in  carel'ully  recording  such  cases  daily  as  possess  interest, 
with  such  comments  as  are  at  the  time  suggested.  Perhaps  no 
exercise  combines  mental  discipline  to  a  greater  degree,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  serves  to  keep  the  mental  faculties  actively 
engaged  with  the  subjects  i^eculiarly  belonging  to  the  practitioner. 
Indeed,  it  may  with  truth  be  said,  that  the  most  instructive  his- 
tory to  tlie  physician  is  the  history  of  disease,  where  ever}-  circum- 
stance pertaining  to  its  origin,  jjrogress  and  termination  as  it 
trans[)ires,  has  been  carefuUv  noted  by  himself.  In  this  wa^-  only 
can  you  come  to  the  knowledge  of  yourselves  and  your  own  views 
of  disease.  Know  ourselves?  do  I  hear  you  enquire?  Do  you 
not  remember  that  at  the  entrance  of  the  Delphic  Apollo,  the  most 
famous  oracle  of  ancient  Greece,  which  for  a  long  time  enjoyed 
the  re[)utatiou  of  infallibility-,  there  were  inscribed  in  golden  let- 
ters, "Know  thyself?"  plainly  intimating  to  its  votaries  the  source 
of  true  Py-thian  inspiration. 

Many-,  doubtless,  will  excuse  themselves  from  making  this  his. 
toric  record  of  cases  for  want  of  time.  It  is  unquestionably  true, 
that  the  active  duties  of  professional  life  leave  but  little  time  for 
medical  writing,  and  it  requires  considerable  self-sacrifice  to  sit 
down  to  the  desk  after  the  labors  of  the  day  are  over.  But  if  time 
be  economized,  scarcely-  will  a  day  be  so  completely  occupied  as 
not  to  leave  space  for  the  fulfillment  of  this  duty-.  Many-  bright 
examples  might  be  cited  in  support  of  this  assertion.  Two  only 
will  be  mentioned. 

Prof.  (Sir  James)  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  and  Marshall  Hall,  of 
London,  the  most  oi-iginal  and  useful  contributors  within  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century,  to  the  two  most  important  practical  depart- 
ments. Obstetrics  aud  Practic  of  Medicine,  have  personally  assured 
me,  that  the  entire  manuscript  for  their  monographs  was  written 
whilst  in  their  carriages  going  from  patient  to  patient.  Those 
whose  position  and  extensive  opportunities  for  observation  enable 
them  to  make  the  most  valuable  contributions  to  medical  science 
are  i^reciselv  the  men  who  arc  under  the  strongest  temptations  to 
neglect  the  effort.  Disinclination,  or  neglect  of  its  possessors  to 
put  in  written  form  the  result  of  their  valuable  observations,  has 
lost  them  to  the  profession  and  mankind,  and  the  fruits  of  years 
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of  arduous  labor  and  careful  observation  has  been  buried  with 
them  in  the  tomb. 

In  order  to  render  this  rct  ord  or  history  useful  to  yourselves  or 
others,  truthfulness  is  an  indispensable  qualification.  Otherwise 
this  chronicle  becomes  by  its  incorrectness  a  slander  of  long  con- 
tinuance, and  like  the  poison  tree  in  which  most  of  the  constituent 
parts  resemble  the  innocent  plants  which  surround  it,  whilst  it 
bears  concealed  in  its  flower  that  which  stamps  it  as  the  fatal  upas. 
Again  there  should  be  minutel}^  and  distinctly  enumerated  all 
those  attendant  circumstances  which  accompany  the  progress  of 
disease  and  modify  its  character,  else  they  lose  all  their  individ- 
uality, interest,  and  value.  Half  the  truth  is  often  a  lie,  and  no 
where  is  this  more  frequently  the  case  than  in  medical  narrations. 
Unintentional  errors  of  this  kind  are  often  committed  hy  men  of 
sanguine  temperament,  with  a  darling  theory  to  sustain.  In  the 
advocacy  of  some  new  plan  ol"  treatment  which  they  have  adopted, 
they  collect  together  a  number  of  cases  loosely  recorded,  and 
which,  though  not  real!}-,  seem  to  them  similar  in  character,  and 
which  they  promulgate  in  order  to  prove  the  efficacy  of  their 
peculiar  plan.  Our  medical  journals  abound  in  cases  of  this  de- 
scrijition.  The  first  essentials,  then,  we  repeat,  are  correctness, 
accuracy,  and  fullness  of  detail.  When  conducted  in  accordance 
with  these  rules  this  practice  will  be  found  the  best  remedy  for  a  bad 
memory ;  it  will  sharpen  the  intellect,  teach  the  writer  the  art  of 
questioning  disease,  and  lead  him  to  correct  conclusions.  Having 
recorded  a  series  of  symptoms,  he  is  naturally  led  to  inquire  whence 
each  arises;  his  attention  is  attracted  to  anything  unusual,  and  he 
learns  to  question  nature  and  to  deduce  order  from  her  variable- 
ness, and  truth  from  the  multitude  of  conflicting  appearances. 
With  one  other  suggestion  we  will  dismiss  this  important  subject. 
Let  every  one  adopt,  in  recording  their  experience,  the  system 
known  as  the  numerical  method;  it  is  essential  to  the  attainment 
of  the  ends  proposed. 

Again,  those  of  you  who  have  been  most  industrious  and  who 
have  brought  to  the  labor  minds  well  prepared  by  previous  disci- 
pline for  the  task,  have  found  the  period  of  study  too  brief  for 
acquiring  more  than  the  rudiments  of  a  medical  education.    It  is 

true  you  have  quited  yourselves  like  men  in  the  ordeal  to  which 
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you  have  been  subjected.  You  uic  now  ready  to  undertake  the 
investigation  of  numerous  topics  necessarily  omitted  during  your 
pupilage  for  want  of  time.  The  school  has  made  the  beginning, 
and  you  are  now  prepared  for  independent  effort.  Not  only  must 
you  stud}'  the  past  and  present,  but  keep  pace  with  the  progress 
which  is  constantly  making  in  the  various  departments  of  medical 
science.  Else  will  3'ou  be  left  far  behind  in  the  race;  and,  like 
drift-wood,  which,  forsaking  the  current  ujion  which  it  was  floated 
rapidly  forward,  seeks  the  stagnant  pool  ot  the  river-side,  and  not 
only  becomes  stationary  itself,  but  entangles  other  passing  timbers 
until  by  its  accumulation  it  chokes  the  stream  and  greatly  retards 
the  i)rogress  of  all  who  may  navigate  its  waters.  Medicine  is  ever 
extending.  Journeys  into  new  parts  of  the  world  enlarge  the 
materia  medica.  Chemistry  is  constantly  supplying  the  laboratory 
not  only  with  new  substances,  but  new  combinations  of  old  are 
daily  formed,  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the  pharmacopaiia.  The 
microscope,  though  but  yesterday  made  subservient  to  the  inter- 
ests of  medical  science,  now  daily  brings  to  light  new  facts  which 
directly  concern  the  physiologist  and  pathologist,  and  this  instru- 
ment should  now  be  found  upon  the  table  of  every  practitioner 
who  hopes  to  discharge  his  whole  duty  to  his  i)atients.  Indeed, 
gentlemen,  in  London,  which  at  this  moment  is  taking  the  lead  in 
the  race  of  true  progress  in  medical  science,  I  found  during  a 
recent  visit  that  to  resort  to  the  microscope  in  diagnosis,  was  as 
much  a  matter  of  course  as  to  the  watch  in  numbering  the  fre- 
quency of  the  pulse.  I  am  aware  that  there  are  not  wanting  those 
in  every  neighborhood,  who  ridicule  its  use  as  an  auxiliary  in 
diagnosis ;  who  never  lose  an  opportunity  of  hinting  to  the  i)eople 
that  those  who  love  the  science  of  medicine  are  not  jyradical  men, 
though  they  may  be  very  learned.  Too  indolent  to  keep  pace 
with  improvement  themselves,  they  depreciate  all  jirogress,  and 
abuse  its  advocates.  They  are  the  fossilized,  faded  monuments  of 
the  obsolete  doctrines  and  theories  which  prevailed  when  they 
"were  educated."  Would  that  they  had  been  educated — that  their 
minds  had  received  that  discipline  already  described,  which  makes 
scientific  investigations  attractive,  and  would  have  enabled  them 
to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  real  im[)rovemcnts  which  have  been 
made  in  the  practice  of  medicine  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  ccn- 
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tury  since  they  left  school,  or  as  they  claim,  "■Jinished  their  educa- 
tion." Many  of  the  theories  of  that  day  are  long  since  exploded, 
and  with  all  intelligent  men  of  the  present,  have  become  historic. 
Such  men  become  mere  routinists,  and  ma^^  be  found  in  ever}- 
communit}'.  They  might  appropriately  be  called  bleeding  and 
blistering  machines.  They  go  from  house  to  house,  leaving  with 
every  successive  patient  the  same  unvarying  dose  of  calomel  and 
jalap — exercising  as  little  intellectual  effort  at  a  rational  analysis 
of  the  symptoms  i^resented  as  a  planting  machine,  which  at  each 
revolution  of  its  clumsy  wheel,  deposits  a  uniform  quantity  of  seed. 
More  than  this;  to  conceal  their  own  ignorance  and  indolence, 
tiiey  sagely  shake  their  heads  and  warn  community  to  beware  of 
all  men  of  progress,  who  reduce  the  art  of  prescribing  to  a  rational 
process — and  by  the  aid  of  scientific  rules,  after  a  careful  investi- 
gation of  each  malady,  govern  their  therapeutical  recommendations 
by  tlie  light  of  modern  pathology.  "With  envious  finger  do  those 
sluggards  point  to  all  such  as  innovators,  introducers  of  foreign 
notions,  and  as  destitute  of  true  practical  wisdom.  They  impor- 
tune the  very  mouths  wliich  tliey  have  made  sore  and  disfigured 
by  unnecessary  visitations  from  their  mercurial  deitj-,  to  join  in 
their  anathemas  against  all  advocates  of  rational  reform  and  im- 
provement. 

Is  it  a  matter  of  surprise  that  to  escape  these  thoughtless  me- 
chanical routinists,  intelligent  men  so  often  seek  refuge  in  quack- 
ery? Here  may  be  found  the  true  pabulum  vita:''''  of  the  various 
"isms"  of  the  day,  science  itself  being  often  lield  responsible  for 
tlie  stui)idity  of  thoso  who  wear  its  liver}-.  Would  you  avoid 
imitating  their  example  and  not  dishonor  the  profession  of  your 
choice?  If  so,  cherish  the  habits  of  the  student,  and  mark  the 
progress  constantly  making  in  the  various  departments  of  medical 
science. 

But  whilst  j'ou  avoid  Scylla  fall  not  into  Charybdis.  Do  not 
adopt  every  untried  novelty  with  which  the  medical  press  is  daily 
teeming.  Nor  jeopardize  the  lives  of  3-our  patients  b}'  imi)licit 
obedience  to  foreign  autliority.  The  visionary,  and  he  alone, 
thinks  the  distant  country  as  beautiful  as  it  appears  Avhcu  envcl- 
oi)ed  in  blue  ether;  sul)mit  all  new  suggestions  to  a  careful  exam- 
ination; place  them  in  the  crucible  of  observation,  and  if  trutii  be 
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elicited,  add  it  to  the  stock  already  at  disposal.  It  is  far  better 
to  make  solid,  though  humble  additions,  than  to  obtain  an  evanes- 
cent notoriety  as  the  propounder  of  new  doctrines.  Unless  guarded 
against  nothing  is  more  likely  to  occur  with  young  men  of  sanguine 
temperament  than  the  adoption  of  theories  or  riding  of  hobbies. 
This  is  fatal  to  success.  The  practitioner,  tainted  with  this  mental 
obliquity,  approaching  tlie  bed-side  with  a  foregone  conclusion  to 
confirm  and  sustain,  is  no  more  likely  to  judge  correctly  of  tlic 
indications  presented,  than  he  who  regards  an  object  only  by  light 
transmitted  through  stained  media  can  determine  its  peculiar  shade 
or  hue. 

Sometimes  a  system  of  magnifying  the  merits  of  jilans  of  treat- 
ment claimed  to  be  peculiar,  is  carried  so  far  and  urged  upon  pop- 
ular favor  with  so  little  scruple,  as  to  deserve  to  l)e  branded  as 
empiricism.  Thus,  when  a  man  for  the  sake  of  gaining  practice 
takes  up  the  fashionable  folly  of  the  day,  or  adopts  some  peculiar 
plan  of  treatment,  not  because  convinced  of  its  utility,  but  for  the 
sake  of  producing  a  sensation  in  the  public  mind,  and  making 
himself  notorious.  Such  men  might  have  been  seen  abusing  a 
good  cause,  by^going  about  the  streets  witii  a  stethescope  project- 
ing from  the  pocket  when  auscultation  was  first  received  into  gen- 
eral favor. 

Again,  the  publication  of  works  in  a  popular  form,  or  articles  in 
the  secular  joarnals  recommending  some  plan  of  treatment  which 
can  only  be  emplo3-ed  by  the  author  himself,  is  deserving  of  still 
greater  reprehension.  It  is  certainly  a  fair  and  legitimate  line  of 
conduct  for  a  young  man  to  write  and  publish  with  a  view  to 
introducing  himself  to  notice;  but  let  liim  seek  to  obtain  this  by 
means  of  what  is  really  true  and  valuable,  worked  out  by  study 
and  experience,  not  by  some  novel  and  specious  doctrines  which 
can  mei'ely  serve  to  catch  the  suffrages  of  the  unthinking.  There 
are  many  degrees  of  this  kind  of  quackery,  but  all  of  them  are 
utterly  unworthy  of  an  ingenuous,  honest  mind,  derogator}-  to  the 
character  of  a  man  of  learning  and  observation,  and  tend  to  lower 
the  practice  of  medicine  as  a  science. 

Against  the  open  advocacy  of  charlatanry-,  when  the  medical 
practitioner  outraging  conscience,  and  judgment,  and  integrity, 
avowedly  attempts  to  live  upon  the  credulity  of  the  public,  a  line 
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of  conduct  so  obviously  unprincipled,  that  he  who  practices  it  at 
once  loses  the  confidence  of  his  colleagues,  and  is  virtually  ex- 
pelled from  the  ranks  of  the  profession;  against  the  adoption  of 
such  a  course  it  is  unnecessary  to  caution  you. 

Believing  it  a  waste  of  youv  time,  I  shall  pass  unnoticed  the 
quackery  practiced  by  non-medical  persons,  merely  as  a  speculation 
or  trade,  selling  panaceas,  and  the  various  ephemeral  "opathies" 
which  follow  each  other  in  rapid  succession.  There  is  a  class  of 
minds  in  every  community  who  must  ever  be  dealing  in  the  mar- 
vellous, and  would  scarcely'  credit  our  disinterestedness  should  we 
raise  the  voice  of  warning.  Better  not  confirm  them  in  their  her- 
esy by  provoking  them  to  fortif}'  themselves  with  fictitious  argu- 
ments to  support  their  false  positions.  All  contentions  witli 
quacks  and  their  partisans  should,  in  my  jiidginent,  be  scrupu- 
lously avoided,  as  at  best  but  a  fruitless  waste  of  time,  and  often 
giving  notoriety  and  importance  to  doctrines  which  otherwise 
would  attract  little  attention. 

Permit  me  in  the  next  place  to  say  a  few  words  relative  to  your 
deportment  towards  your  professional  brethren.  Let  it  be  remem  ■ 
bered  tiiat  medical  men  may  always  claim  for  tliemselves  and  fam- 
ilies the  gratuitous  attendance  of  their  bretliren,  whatever  be  their 
several  pecuniary  conditions.  Where  expense  in  traveling  is  incur- 
red, that  of  course  should  be  defra3'ed  by  the  party  benefited. 
This  is  a  well  established  rule  in  medical  ethics,  and  requires  only 
to  be  mentioned  that  it  be  adopted.  Let  all  your  intercourse  with 
your  professional  brethren  be  distinguished  by  candor  and  liberalit}^ 
and  the  total  absence  of  iirofessional  trick.  In  consultations  ever 
bear  in  mind  that  personal  animosities,  if  they  exist,  must  be  dis- 
missed, and  nothing  should  be  had  in  view  l)ut  the  welfare  of  the 
patient.  Many  advantages  may  arise  from  consultations  among 
practitioners,  where  men  of  candor,  who  have  mutual  confidence 
in  each  other's  honor,  unite  for  a  common  purpose.  A  remedy 
may  occur  to  one  which  did  not  to  another,  and  a  physician  may 
want  resolution,  or  sufficient  confidence  in  Iiis  own  opinion,  to 
prescril)e  a  powerful  but  precarious  remedy,  on  which,  however, 
the  life  of  his  patient  may  depend;  in  this,  and  analagous  cases,  a 
concurring  ()i)inion  may  serve  to  establish  liis  own.  But  where 
mutual  confidence  is  wanting,  where  opinions  are  regarded,  not 
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according  to  their  intrinsic  merit,  but  according  to  the  person 
from  Tvliom  they  proceed ;  or  where  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
sentiments  delivered  with  openness  are  to  be  whispered  aljroad 
and  misrepresented  to  the  public,  without  regard  to  the  obligations 
of  honor  and  sccrec}-,  in  such  cases  consultations  of  physicians 
tend  rather  to  the  detriment  than  the  advantage  of  the  sick,  and 
their  ordinar3'  conclusion  is  a  compromise,  adopting  some  very 
harmless  but  insignificant  prescription.  There  are  also  duties  in 
consultation,  not  only  in  reference  to  the  patient,  l)ut  in  reference 
to  those  composing  it  amongst  themselves.  What  can  be  more 
cruel  than  for  a  senior  practitioner  to  treat  his  j  ounger  brother 
with  slight  and  superciliousness?  instead  of  encouraging  him  in 
his  arduous  duties.  What  more  mean  than  to  withhold  from  him 
his  just  meed  of  praise,  or  by  insinuation  as  to  his  course  to  lower 
him  in  his  patient's  estimation  and  lessen  his  confidence  in  him 
for  the  future!  There  is  one  great  principle  in  medical  ethics 
which  should  never  be  deviated  from,  in  consultations  among  phy- 
sicians; that  of  doing  as  much  good  as  i)ossil)le  to  the  patient 
with  as  little  injury  as  possible  to  those  previously  in  attendance. 
Diflerences  of  opinion  should  never  escape  the  precincts  of  the 
consulting  room.  That  reputation  can  alone  lie  solid  or  lasting 
which  is  based  on  the  adjudication  of  the  onl}^  legitimate  tribunal — 
the  voice  of  the  profession — and  whose  favorable  Acidict  is  far 
more  to  be  coveted  than  all  other  earthly  possessions. 

Of  all  the  causes  which  tend  to  lower  the  medical  profession  in 
public  esteem,  the  suspicious  jealousy  of  medical  men,  their  want 
of  self-respect  and  a  right  understanding  amongst  tliemselves, 
amounting  often  to  declared  hostilit3',  is  the  most  effective.  The 
quarrels  of  physicians,  when  they  end  in  appeals  to  tlie  public, 
injure  not  only  the  contending  parties,  but  throw  discredit  upon 
the  whole  profession,  and  expose  the  faculty  to  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt. When  you  come  to  practice  be  most  careful,  therefore,  to 
shun  the  habit  of  depreciating  other  ijractitioners.  The  reflection 
which  invarialtl}'  flits  through  the  mind  of  the  hearer,  is,  that  j-our 
remarks  are  dictated  by  envy  or  jealousy,  and  thus  yon  not  only 
degrade  yourself  but  the  profession.  He  who  indulges  in  this 
pernicious  habit  can  have  no  fine  perceptions  of  the  principle  Of 
justice. 
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As  a  means  of  preventing  these  lamentable  dilTevences  among 
doctors  every  opportunity  for  meeting  for  scientific  and  social 
intercourse  should  be  embraced.  No  antidote  is  more  effectual  in 
curing  unfounded  prejudice  towards  those  who  possess  any  real 
merit  than  frequent  interviews  for  social  intercourse  or  interchange 
of  .sentiment  upon  topics  of  mutual  interest.  It  is  nevertheless 
true,  that  the  oi\]y  infallible  remedy  for  the  hydra-headed  evil  of 
medical  jealousy,  consists  in  the  elevation  of  view  and  purity  of 
purpose  of  the  individuals  themselves.  Indeed  j'our  motives  will 
challenge  suspicion  if  detraction  of  a  fellow  practitioner  be  indulged 
whilst  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  professional  duties,  for  malice 
should  be  wholly  unknown  to  the  physician  who  only  desires  to 
render  assistance  to  his  patients.  The  wounds  inflicted  by  la}-- 
nien  to  our  reputation  are  simjile,  and  easily  healed — incised 
wounds;  on  the  contrary  those  inflicted  by  medical  brethren  upon 
each  other  are  lacerated  wounds — they  close  slowly  and  leave  awk- 
ward, unseemly  scars  behind.  Shun,  therefore,  a  gossiping  doc- 
tor, and  take  the  same  pains  to  arrest  the  circulation  of  the  false 
reports  against  medical  men  which  he  may  have  originated  as  you 
would  the  circulation  of  spurious  coin.  Against  unjust  censure 
from  the  community  to  which  the  medical  7uan  is  peculiarly  ex- 
posed the  best  remedy  is  patience,  knowing  that  merit  always 
outlives  calumny,  striving  meanwhile  by  cultivating  tiie  highest 
motives,  to  live  above  the  influence  of  these  attacks.  Much  may 
be  done  to  lessen  the  groundless  censure  of  the  community  by 
gradually  enlightening  the  public  mind  on  medical  subjects;  teach 
men  correctly  to  estimate  what  may  and  what  may  not  be  expected 
of  medicine;  increase  the  sense  of  the  impropriety  of  positive  and 
rash  judgment  on  matters  at  once  so  delicate  and  so  difficult  of 
decision.  None  but  those  who  are  in  the  profession,  or  who  may 
have  been  admitted  into  the  most  secret  confidence  of  a  medical 
man  can  tell  the  anxieties  which  attend  him.  In  every  step  he 
takes  his  character  is  pledged;  and  so  delicate  is  the  nature  of  a 
good  name,  so  easily  is  it  tarnished  that  one  rash  act  may  forever 
demolish  it,  whilst  it  cannot  be  much  enhanced  in  brilliancy  by  a 
judicious  one.  Who  can  tell  the  prudence  and  foresight  which 
must  belong  to  every  successful  physician?  Who  can  estimate  the 
anxieties  which  disturb  his  peace  ?    Let  the  profession  be  united 
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then  in  sustaining  each  other  as  far  as  truth  and  justice  will  per- 
mit, and  let  every  member  as  he  beholds  the  esculapian  serpent 
coiled  around  his  staft"  as  the  s^'mbol  of  rejuvanesccnce,  be  re- 
minded also  how  often  the  physician  has  to  deal  with  the  coldness 
and  i)oisonous  fangs  of  nianl<ind,  and  be  incited  to  professional 
unity. 

AVhilst  claiming  your  sympathies  for  the  whole  medical  profes- 
sion and  your  hearty  coi)j)cration  in  promoting  harmony  among  its 
members,  i)ormit  m(!  to  Ijcspeak  a  kindly  interest  for  j-our  Alma 
Mater.  No  nuitter  in  what  direction  duty  or  inclination  may  lead 
3'ou  in  the  prosecution  of  your  professional  labors,  doubt  not  that 
your  course  and  its  results  will  be  objects  of  intense  solicitude  to 
all  for  whom  I  this  night  address  you.  Ever3'  laurel  which  you 
may  win  will  be  a  source  of  pride  to  those  who  have  aided  you  in 
the  preparation  for  the  conflict,  and  all  your  successes  will  be 
claimed  as  reflecting  honor  upon  the  college  whose  maternity  I 
trust  it  will  ever  l)e  your  boast  to  claim.  Indulge  me  just  here 
with  one  word  of  history. — A  little  more  than  twenty  years  have 
elapsed  since  Dr.  Austin  Flint  and  the  speaker,  aided  by  a  few 
friends,  procured,  through  the  influence  of  Hon.  N.  K.  Hall,  then 
in  the  State  Senate,  the  charter  for  the  University  of  Buffalo. 
Notwithstanding  the  apprehensions  of  the  friends  of  the  enterprise, 
and  the  ridicule  of  its  enemies,  we  proceeded  immediately  to  organ- 
ize the  medical  department  and  appoint  its  faculty'.  A  building 
was  rented  and  fitted  up  for  temporary  use,  and  the  work  of  teach- 
ing entered  upon  with  energy  and  zeal.  Our  success  more  than 
equalled  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine,  and  within  a  short 
period,  unaided  b}'  the  bounty'  of  the  State,  which  had  been  gener- 
ously extended  to  all  the  other  medical  colleges,  hy  the  liberality 
of  our  citizens  we  were  enabled  to  erect  a  substantial  structure  for 
our  i^ermanent  accommodation.  Thus  began  the  first  permanently 
successful  effort  to  establish,  in  this  great  commercial  city,  an 
educational  institution  above  the  grade  of  the  common  school. 
We  were  able  at  once  to  transfer  most  of  the  membei's  composing 
the  faculty  of  the  medical  college  of  Geneva  to  Buffalo.  Profs. 
C  B.  Coventry,  of  Utica;  Charles  A.  Lee,  of  New  York,  and 
James  "Webster,  of  Rochester,  were  thus  transferred.  Frank  H. 
Hamilton,  then  and  since  distinguished  as  a  writer  and  teacher  in 
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surgciy,  also  at  the  time  a  nicinbcr  of  tlie  Geneva  I'aciilt}',  imme- 
diately embarked  in  the  new  enterprise,  having  already  come  to 
Bullalo  to  reside.  It  immediately  assumed  a  position  among  t!ie 
first  schools  of  the  country,  and  its  chairs  have  ever  been  lilled  by 
men  of  learning  and  ability.  Dr.  Flint,  my  co-laborer  in  the 
initiation  of  this  untlertaking,  has  achieved  a  world-wide  i('[)uta- 
tion  as  a  writer  and  teacher  in  his  department,  and  has,  in  my 
opinion,  within  the  last  year,  published  the  best  work  on  the. 
"  Practice  of  Medicine,"  to  be  found  in  the  English  language. 
In  physiology,  wc  claim  to  have  been  the  first  in  this  country  to 
introduce  experimental  teaching.  In  this  institution  were  brought 
forward  besides  the  present  popular  incumbent  of  the  chair,  the 
two  ablest  American  Avritcrs  and  teachers  in  that  department  now 
living.  With  the  present  faculty  you  are  thoroughly  acc^uainted, 
having  listened  to  tlieir  instructions  during  the  last  session,  and  I 
do  not  doubt  fully  appreciate  their  merits,  and  it  cannot  therefore 
be  necessary'  for  nic  to  dwell  upon  their  claims  to  your  consideration. 

On  the  part  of  this  institution  be  assured  that  it  has  ever  been  the 
deliberate  determination  of  the  faculty  of  this  University  to  main- 
tain a  position  second  to  none  in  the  country.  In  many  things 
essential  to  an  elevated  standard  of  medical  education  the  founders 
of  this  college  claim  to  have  led  the  way  in  reform  and  im[)rove- 
ment.  It  has  ever  been  also  the  desire  of  those  to  whom  the 
interests  of  this  institution  have  been  confided  to  send  forth  such 
Alumni  only  as  would  do  honor  to  that  profession  to  which  its 
credentials  might  form  the  jiassport.  As  an  evidence  of  the  thor- 
oughness of  the  course  of  instruction  in  this  institution,  the  fac- 
ulty are  gratified  in  being  able  to  assert  that,  among  all  the  can- 
didates who  presented  themselves  during  the  war  for  examination 
before  the  medical  boards  of  the  different  States;  or  the  more 
exacting  United  States  Army  Board ;  or  the  still  more  severe  scru- 
tiny of  the  medical  staff  for  the  Navy,  they  have  yet  to  learn  the 
first  rejection  of  one  holding  its  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine. 
We  prefer  to  be  judged  by  the  quality  rather  than  the  amount  of 
fruit  annually  furnished,  relying  upon  the  ultimate  and  permanent 
attainment  of  success  in  this  wa}-,  rather  than  temporarily  enjoy 
the  ephemeral  reputation  of  cheap  lectures  and  indiscriminate 
graduations.  With  jjridc  can  wc  point  to  a  long  list  of  honorable 
VOL.  0,  NO.  'J — 41. 
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names  as  the  representatives  of  these  pnucij)les,  and  with  tiie 
Roman  matron  exclaim,  "these  are  our  jewels."  Conviueed  that 
by  increasing  the  facilities  for  a  more  thorough  and  elllcient  course 
of  instruction,  as  well  as  by  making  a  high  standard  of  attainment 
requisite  to  the  reception  of  its  honors  the  true  interests  of  the 
student  and  the  school  are  alike  consulted,  our  course  now  as  here- 
tofore shall  be  onward  and  upward.  Undismayed  by  oi)i)Osition 
which  may  temporarily  threaten  but  cannot  seriously  embarrass, 
never  turning  aside  to  solicit  patronage  or  redress  our  wrongs, 
our  business  shall  continue  to  consist  in  raising  higher  and  still 
liiglior  the  claims  of  its  several  departments  to  the  consideration 
of  the  profession.  Actuated  by  such  motives,  influenced  b}-  such 
resolves,  with  the  present  elficient  and  able  organization,  by  indus- 
triously persevering  in  the  course  alrcad3'  so  successfully  pursued, 
shall  we  not  bear  aloft  the  reputation  of  this  institution,  and  place 
it  on  an  elevated  and  permanent  basis  ?  Yes,  gentlemen,  our  star 
is  already  in  the  ascendant — our  success  already  assured. 

But  time  fails  me.  I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  sa}-  a  few  words 
in  relation  to  your  duty  to  the  sick  poor;  to  beg  3-ou  to  discrimin- 
ate between  true  and  false  benevolence;  to  add  some  words  of 
encouragement  in  the  discharge  of  your  arduous  and  responsible 
duties,  and  of  warning  against  yielding  to  despair  at  the  loss  of 
patients,  and  to  touch  upon  some  other  kindred  topics,  but  I 
forbear. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  at  the  same  time  that  I  urge  upon 
you  faithfuU}'  to  pursue  the  study  and  the  practice  of  the  several 
dejjartments  of  your  profession,  I  could  wish  it  were  in  my  power 
also  to  set  before  3'ou  the  ease  with  which  its  practice  is  pursued 
and  the  liberality  of  its  rewards.  On  the  contrary  I  am  con- 
strained to  admit  that  the  whole  business  of  a  medical  man  is  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  excite  the  commiseration  of  persons  employed 
in  other  pursuits  less  imperative  and  capricious  in  their  demands. 
The  Sabbath  is  seldom  to  him  a  day  of  rest,  night  does  not  always 
secure  cessation  from  labor,  nor  the  storm  find  him  sheltered. 
The  Jiangs  of  disease  and  the  agonies  of  death  recognize  no  dis- 
tinction of  da3^s  or  seasons,  no  claims  of  society  or  kindred;  and 
they  who  require  our  services  look  upon  us  as  soldiers  on  duty, 
subject  to  their  calls  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances;  and 
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they  expect  us  to  render  a  choorful  compliance  to  their  demands, 
no  matter  how  untimely  or  unreasonable.  Nor  as  business  may 
increase  with  advancing  j-ears  and  reputation,  can  you  hope?  to 
lessen  your  labors  by  having-  a  part  of  your  duties  discharged  by 
substitute.  Yet,  for  all  these  sacrifices  of  self,  neglect  of  family, 
and  his  own  comforts,  pleasures  and  interests,  is  the  pecuniary 
compensation  of  the  physician  most  beggarly.  Sometimes  a  life 
of  great  labor  and  privation,  affording  scarcely  suflicient  revenue 
to  provide  for  his  family,  and  respectably  educate  his  children. 

Fortunately,  gentlemen,  our  reward  does  not  consist  entirely  in 
the  pecuniary  compensation — it  is  not  merely  a  mercenary  trade 
which  we  pursue.  Be  induced  to  take  Him  for  yoav  exemplar, 
"  wlio  went  about  doing  good,"  and  make  your  chief  happiness  to 
consist  in  the  consciousness  that  your  aim  and  purpose  arc  the 
amelioration  of  human  suffering.  And  though  I  cannot  promise 
you  pecuniary  riches  or  luxurious  ease,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  a  far  richer  reward  awaits  you,  in  an  approving  con- 
sciousness of  duties  deliberately  assumed  and  honestly  discharged; 
in  the  gratitude  of  those  whose  lives  you  have  saved,  or  whose 
sufl'erings  you  have  alleviated;  or  who  regard  you  as  the  happy 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  an  overruling  Providence  of  preserving 
the  lives  of  offspring  more  precious  than  their  own;  and  if  pur- 
sued with  right  motives  and  a  religious  trust  as  your  last  and 
greatest  reward,  a  fadeless  inheritance. 


ART.  II — A  Second  Verdict  ayainst  an  Ajiotliecary  for  a  mistalce  in 
imttincj  up  Veratrum  Viride,  instead  of  Valerian,  thereby,  as  alleged, 
causing  death.    By  J.  R.  Lotiirop,  "M.  U. 

This  case,  brought  into  court  for  the  arbitrament  of  a  jury,  a 
second  time,  that  ill-starred  remedy,  veratrum  viride.  In  the  case 
about  to  be  considered  the  main  facts  were  these.  A  woman,  near 
60  3'ears  of  age,  residing  at  Silver  Creek,  took  two  doses  of  Til- 
den's  fluid  extract  of  veratrum  viride,  each  dose  beina;  somewhere 
from  25  to  40  drops,  at  about  six  hours  interval.  Vomiting  fol- 
lowed the  taking  of  the  medicine,  and  continued  more  or  less  for 
twent3'-seven  days  after,  when  it  was  ended  by  death. 

The  mistake  occurred  in  this  wise.  A  phial  whicli  liad  been  i)re- 
viously  often  filled  with  fluid  extract  of  valerian — a  remedy  iiabit- 
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ually  takon  by  the  woman — was  brought  to  tlie  shop  of  Mr.  Haven 
to  be  again  filled  with  valerian.  Mr.  Haven  took  down  from  the 
usual  place  on  the  shelf,  as  he  supposed,  tlie  bottle  which  contained 
the  medicine  asked  for,  and  filled  the  phial  from  it.  He  did  not 
carefully  road  the  label  of  the  bottle  from  whicli  he  poured  the 
modicino,  but  looking  at  it  hastily,  and  observing  that  the  first 
letter  was  "v,"  and  taking  for  granted  that  nil  the  shelf  bottles 
were  properly  placed,  a  doubt  of  his  giving  the  right  medicine 
never  entered  his  mind.  The  fact  was,  however,  that  there  had 
been  a  wrong  placing  of  the  shelf  bottles,  so  that,  that  containing 
veratrum  viride  was  in  the  place  of  that  containing  valerian,  and 
hence  the  mistake. 

The  first  dose,  (2.5  to  40  droi)s)  was  taken  near  midnight,  and 
sliortly  after  caused  vomiting,  followed  by  quiet  for  some  time, 
but  not  marked  prostration  or  distress.  The  second  dose  varving 
not  essentially  from  the  first  in  quantity,  was  given  early  in  the 
morning,  and  was  immediately  followed  by  vomiting  and  distress, 
and  many  of  the  described  s3-raptoms  consequent  upon  a  lar^e 
dose  of  veratrum  viride.  Up  to  the  time  of  taking  the  second 
dose,  there  was  no  suspicion  of  a  mistake  in  the  medicine,  the 
effects  following,  however,  soon  made  it  evident.  From  the  time 
of  the  second  dose  till  death  took  place,  there  was  more  or  less 
vomiting,  and  of  course  inability  to  retain  food  in  the  stomach: 
and,  as  alleged,  deatli  by  exhaustion.  Such  were  tlie  facts  pre- 
sented by  the  prosecution,  though  not  in  full,  admitted  bv  the 
defence. 

A  post-mortem  examination  of  the  body  was  made,  at  which 
were  present  Drs.  "Ward,  Ilorton  and  Checsman  of  Silver  Creek, 
Dr.  Harrison  of  Sinclairville,  Dr.  Strong  of  "Westfield,  Dr.  Eogers 
of  Dunkirk,  and  Dr.  Johnson  of  Buffalo.  The  autopsy  revealed 
traces  of  former  pericarditis,  but  no  detected  structural  change  in 
the  heart  itself,  or  its  valves.  Upon  this  point  there  was  no  dis- 
agreement. The  stomach  was  contracted,  all  admitted.  As  to 
thickening  of  its  coats  there  was  not  an  entire  agreement — some 
thinking  it  thickened  and  others  not.  Upon  the  point  of  traces  of 
inflammation  there  was  a  diflerence  of  ojiinion,  but  it  seems  to 
have  been  given  out  as  the  united  statement,  (whether  rightly  or 
not.)  that  the  appearances  of  the  storaacli  were  sulficiently  indica- 
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tive  of  gastritis — in  otlier  words,  that  tlicre  were  softening  and 
discoloration  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  in  all  tlic  coats  evi- 
dent congestion.  I  say  it  was  given  out  as  the  opinion  of  all,  l)ut 
in  justice  I  must  add,  that  several  of  the  gentlemen  said  that 
neither  at  the  time,  nor  afterwards,  did  they  have  or  express  such 
an  opinion.  On  tlie  contrary,  the  stomach  appeared  to  them 
abnormal  only  in  size.  All  agreed  that  the  intestines  were  normal, 
and  the  kidneys  likewise,  though  they  were  not  taken  out,  onl}" 
lifted  and  briefly  examined.  The  brain  was  not  examined.  The 
liver  was  normal,  as  were  also  the  organs  of  the  pelvis.  Tiius  as 
far  as  the  autopsy  was  concerned  nothing  appeared  as  a  reasona- 
ble cause  for  death,  aside  from  the  gastric  abnormities,  and  as  to 
those  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion.  I  should  say  that  Dr. 
Rogers  was  inclined  to  think  the  pericardiac  hwsion  serious. 

Now,  in  fairness,  I  think  it  must  be  said  that  those  medical 
gentlemen  who  did,  in  sincerity,  believe  they  saw  in  the  stomach 
the  Lesions  of  gastritis,  had  some  warrant  for  supposing  that  all 
thought  so.  For  in  the  first  place  those  who  diflered  did  not 
positively  state  their  dissent  at  the  time,  and  in  the  second  place 
the  autopsv  was  not  very  thoroughly  made,  that  is,  it  Avas  stopped 
short  of  a  complete  examination,  as  if  a  definite  cause  of  death 
had  been  found,  and  further  search  was  useless.  In  fiict  these 
gentlemen  went  so  far  as  to  say,  that  they  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  the  autopsy  continued  to  the  point  of  satisfaction  to  all, 
either  positively  or  negatively,  and  that  all  declared  themselves 
satisfied,  viz :  as  to  the  cause  of  death  being  found  in  the  lesions 
of  the  stomach. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  this  is  denied;  several  gentlemen  leav- 
ing, entirely  unsatisfied  as  to  the  finding  of  a  cause  for  death,  and 
thinking  the  whole  indefinite  and  vague.  Now,  why  was  it  ?  In  the 
first  place  the  examination  was  made  at  night,  with  defective  light, 
and  in  a  liurr}-,  so  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  might  be  in  time 
for  the  midnight  train.  In  the  second  place,  they  Avere  summoned  to 
be  present  at  a  case  of  poisoning,  and  were  therefore  less  [)repared 
to  look  for  licsious  in  an}'  other  organ  than  the  stomach;  and  pre- 
pared even  to  find  them  absent,  inasmuch  as  poisons  do  not  always 
leave  traces.  They  took  for  granted  the  fact  stated,  that  it  was  a 
death  by  poisoning,  and  therefore  were  not  at  the  time  aware  of 
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the  importance  of  searching  for  any  other  cause  of  death.  Thus 
it  happened  that  they  did  not  openly  dissent  from,  though  tliey 
did  not  expressly  assent  to,  the  opinions  entertained  l)y  otliers. 
viz:  that  gastritis  liad  loft  traces  suflicient  to  make  it  cliargeable 
with  the  death. 

This  seems  to  account  most  naturally  for  the  evident  lack  of 
careful  investigation.  The  death  was  from  poison,  and  it  might 
or  might  not  have  left  traces  of  local  action.  Those  who  went 
there  expecting  to  meet  witli  it  would  be  more  likely  to  find  it. 
But  to  the  others  the  apparent  ftxct  of  death  by  poisoning  was  the 
most  important  one.  Some  of  them  undoubtedly  felt  as  one  of 
them  said  upon  the  stand,  tliat  they  were  playing  the  part  of 
"second  fiddle,"  thougli  tliat  was  not  a  proper  feeling  if  it  hin- 
dered a  thorough  examination.  It  is  probable  that  all  did  not 
anticipate  that  the  case  might  come  into  court,  and  therefore  did 
not  fully  realize  the  importance  of  a  careful  observation.  And 
here  it  may  be  said,  witiiout  prejudice  and  in  all  candor,  that  it 
never  should  have  been  brought  to  trial,  for  there  was  really  noth- 
ing in  the  case,  as  the  testimony  will  show,  although  the  sympathy 
of  tlie  jurj-  led  them  to  award  $300  damages.  It  may  l)e  further 
said,  it  never  could  have  been  brought  into  court  had  not  the  rela- 
tives been  encouraged  b}'  medical  opinions,  if  not  advice.  As  it 
was,  though  the  verdict  was  against  the  apothecaiy,  no  great  end 
of  justice  or  equity  was  promoted,  and  it  led  to  an  unpleasant 
agitation  in  the  localitj'  where  it  occurred,  a  conflict  of  professional 
opinion  never  very  edifying  to  the  public,  some  exraordinar^- 
swearing  on  the  stand,  and  withal  a  sore  disappointment  to  rather 
high-raised  hopes  of  great  damages. 

But  I  will  novv'  detail  the  case  as  it  appeared  in  court.  The 
trial  was  had  at  Mayville,  at  the  Special  Term  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Judge  Marvin  presiding. 

Tlie  case  as  presented  by  the  testimon}^  of  the  relatives — a  son, 
a  son-in-law,  and  two  daughters  of  the  deceased — was  substantialh' 
this.  A  woman  of  near  60  years  of  age,  in  good  health,  able  to  be 
about  and  work,  having  no  ailment  to  attract  attention,  except 
occasional  paljiitation,  for  which  she  had  been  advised  to  take 
valerian — in  other  words  of  previous  good  health — took  by  mistake 
a  medicine  which  caused  constant  vomiting  for  a  month,  when  she 
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died  from  its  effects,  as  they  believed.  No  suspicion  was  created 
by  their  testimony  that  they  had  ever  been  anxious  about  her 
health  or  thought  her  an  invalid.  They  had,  however,  sought  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Ward  of  Silver  Creek,  at  various  times  before  the 
taking  of  the  wrong  medicine;  had  not  a  great  while  before  sought 
the  advice,  in  consultation,  of  Dr.  Rogers  of  Dunkirk,  and  soon 
after  that  of  Dr.  Harrison  of  Sinclairville.  Yet  they  were  able  to 
say  on  the  stand  they  had  had  no  anxiety  about  tlieir  mother's 
health.  As  before  said,  they  substantially  testilied  that  their 
mother  then  and  previously  in  good  health,  took  a  poisDU  wliicli  in 
the  end  wrought  her  death. 

Dr.  Ward,  her  attending  physician,  by  his  testimony  did  not 
materially  alter  this  aspect  of  the  case.  He  had  seen  her  some 
times  in  a  professional  and  sometimes  in  a  friendly  wa}-,  at  various 
times  before  the  mistake,  but  had  not  thought  her  seriously  ill,  in 
fact  he  did  not  appear  to  feel  any  anxiety  about  her,  thinking  her 
trouble  a  functional,  nervous  disturbance.  I  do  not  remember 
that  he  said  anything  that  would  give  the  impression  that  he 
agreed  with  Drs.  Harrison  and  Rogers  in  their  more  serious  view 
of  the  case.  In  regard  to  the  effects  of  the  medicine,  he  gave  a 
decided  opinion  that  the  vomiting,  consequent  exhaustion  and 
finally  death  were  to  be  attributed  to  it.  In  other  words  veratrum 
viride  acted  as  a  gastric  irritant,  causing  inflammation  of  the  stom- 
ach and  the  other  consequences.  He  thought  the  stomach  showed 
traces  of  gastritis. 

Dr.  Harrison,  in  the  main,  agreed  with  Dr.  Ward  as  to  the  effects 
of  the  medicine  and  cause  of  death.  He  thought  she  would  not 
have  died  if  she  had  not  taken  the  medicine.  He  thought  the 
stomach  showed  traces  of  gastritis.  Upon  these  points  it  is  not 
necessary  to  state  his  testimonj^  in  detail.  But  upon  one  point 
Dr.  Harrison's  testimony  was  very  important,  and  a  model  of  can 
dor  and  clearness,  viz:  upon  the  point  of  health  previous  to  the 
taking  of  the  medicine.  He  did  not  like  Dr.  Ward  give  the 
idea  that  the  deceased  was  merely  affected  with  functional  disturb- 
ances, but  he  confessed  that  he  thought  her  ailments  serious,  and 
might  very  properly  be  a  source  of  anxiety  to  her  children.  He 
had  known  her  in  former  years  as  a  woman  of  sound  hcaltli,  and 
when  called  to  her  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Ward,  was  struck  with 
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the  cli!in<;(!  wliieli  had  taki;!i  phu-e  in  lier  ;n)i)earaiicc.  Slie  had,  to 
him,  the  looiv  of  serious  illness.  lie  found  ui)Oii  exainiluition  a 
quick  and  irregular  pulse,  and  an  (edematous  state  of  the  lower 
limbs.  Examination  by  auscultation  appeared  to  him  to  reveal 
the  presence  of  organic  disease  of  the  heart.  Under  such  circum- 
stances death  was  probable  at  any  time.  The  autopsy  did  not 
confirm  his  expectations  as  to  structural  change  in  the  heart. 

Dr.  Rogers  had  also,  from  his  examination  when  called  in  con- 
sultation, formed  the  oi)inion  that  organic  disease  of  the  heart 
existed,  and  that  death  might  occur  at  any  time.  To  him,  also, 
the  autO[)sy  was  a  disai)pointment  as  to  structural  hesion  of  the 
heart,  yet  upon  reflection  he  was  not  satisflcd  it  did  not  exist,  but 
escaped  observation  in  the  hurry  of  a  night  post-mortem  examina- 
tion. As  to  the  condition  of  the  stomach,  he  did  not  think  there 
were  traces  of  disease  suflicient  to  account  for  death.  As  to  the 
cause  of  death,  he  said  he  thought  the  pericardiac  lesion  and  its 
disturbing  influence  upon  the  heart  was  the  chief  agent  in  bringing 
it  about.  He  did  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  veratrum  viride 
might  not  have  accelerated  death,  but  he  denied  its  having  the 
principal  or  even  a  large  share  in  the  fatal  result. 

Dr.  Strong  was  present  at  the  autopsy,  and  was  clearl}'  of  the 
opinion  that  the  stomach  exhibited  decided  traces  of  gastritis;  he 
saw  softening,  and  at  points  destruction  of  its  mucous  coats,  and 
he  said  "it  was  the  most  congested  stomach  I  ever  saw."  He 
thought  the  medicine  caused  death.  "When  asked  if  he  had  ever 
heard  of  a  death  caused  by  veratrum  viride,  he  said  he  believed 
Dr.  Beck  spoke  of  its  having  been  fatal.  A  reply  wanting  in  fair- 
ness, for  the  remark  of  Dr.  Beck  warrants  no  assertion  that  vera- 
trum viride  has  caused  death.  Dr.  Beck  merely  says,  "/i  is  said 
that  dangerous  and  fatal  efl"ects  have  followed  its  use."  A  state- 
ment very  far  from  a  positive  assertion  that  it  had  in  any  case 
proved  fatal. 

I  have  given  above  with  an  endeavor  at  accuracy  of  purport, 
such  parts  of  the  testimony  of  the  medical  witnesses  called  by  the 
prosecution  as  seems  to  me  most  material.  That  of  the  attending 
and  two  consulting  phj'sicians  is  of  the  most  interest.  It  will  not 
escape  notice  that  the  case  presented  by  the  testimony  of  the  con- 
sulting physicians  was  very  different  from  that  testified  to  b}'  the 
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attciKliiig  pliysic'iuii.  IL  is  dillicult  to  reconcile  tlie  hiUer  with  tlie 
Ibrracr  on  any  theory  of  fairness  or  intelligent  observation.  In 
regard  to  the  case  presented  by  the  relatives,  it  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  it  is  only  entitled  to  be  thought  candid,  either  from  great  con- 
fidence in  the  opinion  of  the  attending,  or  from  little  confidence 
in  the  opinions  of  the  consulting  physicians. 

On  the  part  of  the  defense  Drs.  Johnson,  Horton,  Cheeseman 
and  the  writer  were  called  to  testify.  One  part  of  the  examination 
of  each  I'elated  to  the  general  question  of  the  action  of  veratrum 
viride,  which  being  well  known,  and  having  been  fully  discussed 
in  a  former  number  of  the  Journal,  (case  of  Farnell  vs.  Greene, 
tried  at  Lockport,)  need  not  now  be  gone  into.  It  is  conceded 
that  as  yet  there  is  no  fatal  case  directly  cliargealjle  upon  veratrum 
viride.  The  point  in  this  case  was  its  properties  as  an  irritant; 
and  all  the  medical  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  had  each  some- 
thing to  say  about  its  "irritation."  The  medical  witnesses  for  the 
defense  denied  to  it  any  special  power  to  act  by  irritation,  in  such 
a  degree  as  to  cause  gastritis,  and  thus  remotely  cause  death.  It 
is  enough  to  pass  this  point  over  with  the  above  notice,  at  present, 
and  further  on  give  the  (question  more  extended  examination.  As 
to  the  ([uestion,  therefore,  whether  veratrum  viride  could  by  its 
properties  give  rise  to  gastritis,  all  the  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  defense  denied  it.  As  to  the  fact  of  there  being  traces  of 
gastritis  in  the  stomach,  the  three  of  them  present  at  the  autopsy 
thought  they  did  not  exist. 

Dr.  Johnson  removed  and  laid  the  stomach  open,  and  upon  care- 
ful examination  of  it,  saw  nothing  abnormal  about  it,  but  its  size. 
It  was  smaller  than  the  average.  As  to  the  heart,  he  did  not  lind 
clear  evidence  of  structural  change  in  its  substance,  but  did  ob- 
serve traces  of  a  former  pericarditis.  Drs.  Horton  and  Cheese- 
man  agreed  with  Dr.  Johnson  mainly  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
heart  and  stomach.  Dr.  Cheeseman  had  seen  the  deceased  during 
her  life,  say  a  week  or  two  before  her  death.  He  was  attending 
one  of  the  daughters  of  deceased,  and  being  frequently  in  the 
house,  .saw  her  during  her  illness.  He  never  found  her  vomiting; 
but  he  noticed  delirium. 

The  theory  of  the  prosecution  was,  that  the  veratrum  viride 
acting  as  an  irritant  caused  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  which  by 
VOL.  6,  NO.  9 — 45. 
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keepiiijf  up  prolonged  voniiUng  and  conse(pifnL  rejection  of  all  j 
food,  ended  in  death.  Tiie  death,  therefore,  was  primarily  charge-  ' 
able  upon  the  medicine.  j 

The  theory  of  the  defense  was,  that  any  such  action  of  veratrum  | 
viride,  especially  in  the  small  quantity  taken,  was  so  unlike  what  ' 
is  known  of  it,  that  it  was  moi'O  probable  that  some  other  cause  j 
acted  coincidently  and  was  the  principal  one.  It  might  be  sympa-  j 
thetic  with  cardiac  disturbance  or  disease,  or  some  obscure,  iinde-  ] 
tected  affection  of  the  brain  or  kidneys,  (Bright's  disease.)  JNIore-  i 
over,  the  deceased  was  in  feeble  health,  the  victim  of  some  organic  | 
disease,  as  evidenced  by  droi)sy  of  limbs,  cardiac  disturbance  and  ! 
failing  strength.  ' 

It  is  possible,  though  I  am  not  aware,  tiiat  this  view  was  pre-  [ 
sented,  that  veratrum  viride,  whose  modus  operandi  is  through  the  .] 
nervous  system,  might  operate  is  some  unexplained  way  by  its  j 
powerful  and  depressing  impression  upon  tlie  nervous  system  to  | 
keep  up  vomiting  and  thus  destroy  life.  But  this  would  be  incon-  \ 
sistent  with  the  theory  that  it  caused  vomiting  by  its  local  intlu-  I 
ence  in  creating  a  lesion  of  the  stomach ;  unless  we  answer  that  j 
prolonged  vomiting  of  itself  would  bring  about  those  changes  ' 
which  were  testified  to  by  several  ]jhysieians.  But  though  it  is  | 
difiicult  to  say  what  is  possible;  from  what  is  known,  it  is  altogether  I 
probable  that  the  influence  of  veratrum  viride  is  temporar3'^,  and  ! 
therefore  not  likely  to  continue.  And  as  this  theory  would  exclude  j 
local  irritation,  we  should  be  compelled  to  assume  that  the  vomit-  I 
ing  was  kept  up  by  habit,  as  it  were,  the  prime  impression  on  the  j 
nervous  system  having  worn  off.  These  considerations  seem  to  : 
reduce  the  prosecution  to  the  necessity  of  assuming  as  a  cause  of 
vomiting  and  hence  death,  a  local  irritant  action.  ! 

Now  we  may  ask,  could  the  patient  have  died  of  acute  gastritis?  i 
In  the  first  place  admitting  that  there  were  traces  of  gastritis,  there  \ 
were  none  of  inflammation  of  the  duodenum,  or  of  the  tongue,  I 
pharynx,  or  (».  sophagus.  These  should  have  been  found,  or  were  prob-  j 
able,  if  the  lesion  of  the  stomach  was  due  to  an  irritant  action.  Con-  i 
traction  and  congestion  are  both  results  of  gastritis,  but  the  first  j 
may  happen  from  mere  want  of  distention  by  food,  in  prolonged  j 
vomiting,  and  the  second  is  very  common  in  cardiac  lesions.  More-  ' 
over,  gastritis  from  any  such  cause  is  rapid  usually,  running  its 
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course  in  days,  not  iveeJcs.  It  did  not  appear  in  evidence,  but  it 
was  observed  by  some  of  the  physicians  at  the  autopsy  that  tiie 
body  was  not  much  wasted — a  fact  inconsistent  with  gastritis  and 
persistent  vomiting  for  twenty-seven  days.  And  lastly,  vomiting 
itself,  persistent  vomiting  is  not,  alone  absolutely  indicative  of 
att'oction  of  the  stomach.  Affection  of  the  brain,  as  for  instance 
clironic  meningitis,  with  no  symptoms  referable  to  the  brain,  may 
be  attended  with  persistent  vomiting.  The  same  is  true,  in  a 
measure,  of  the  later  stages  of  Bright's  disease. 

On  the  other  hand,  on  the  side  of  the  defense,  there  are  many 
circumstances  to  show  that  such  a  disturbance  as  vomiting  was 
altogether  probable.  These  have  been  mentioned.  There  were 
symptoms  present  Avhich  pointed  pretty  directly  to  that  chronic 
atfection  of  the  kidney's  known  as  Bright's  disease,  and  there  is 
fair  ground  for  the  assumption  that  it  needed  hut  a  careful  testing 
of  the  urine  during  life,  to  have  been  in  possession  of  this  indubit- 
able evidence  of  such  aft'ection.  The  defense,  moreover,  by  the 
testimony  of  competent  observers  denied  the  fact,  that  tlie  autops}- 
revealed  traces  of  gastritis.  It  is  only  necessaiy  to  account  for 
the  declared  fact  that  vomiting  began  with  the  giving  of  the  medi- 
cine and  persisted,  thereby  seeming  clearly  connected  with  it  as  a 
cause.  Tlic  only  re2)ly  to  this  that  can  be  made,  admitting  the 
fiict,  is  that  it  was  coincident.  Now,  lame  as  this  may  appear  to 
a  non-professional  man,  to  a  medical  man  stranger  coincidences 
are  not  uncommon.  Assume,  and  it  can  be  seen  what  ground 
there  is  for  tlie  assumption,  that  the  deceased  had  a  disease  in 
which  vomiting  was  an  event  sooner  or  later  to  be  expected,  and 
there  is  nothing  improbable  in  its  setting  in  at,  or  about  the  time, 
the  unfortunate  mistake  was  committed. 

It  has  been  said  aboA'e  that  the  case  ought  never  to  have  come 
to  trial,  and  probably  would  not  had  not  the  family  been  encour- 
aged l)y  medical  6pinions,  if  not  advice.  This  is  recalled  to  atten- 
tion, for  the  purpose  chiefly  of  making  the  statement  more  full; 
but  also,  expressly  to  disclaim  any  reflections  upon  the  motives  of 
tlie  medical  men  connected  as  witnesses  with  the  prosecution. 
They  acted,  we  ))clieve,  from  the  best  motives;  thinking  it  highly- 
important  to  i)ublic  safety,  as  well  as  to  si^are  medicine  itself  from 
reproach,  Hint  mistakes  of  such  serious  nature  should  be  followed 
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hy  some  penalties.  We  may  believe  that,  Ity  an  indirect  influence 
upon  i)iil)lic  confidence,  they  felt  such  things  were  injurious  to  the 
profession  itself. 

Still,  it  appears  that,  whatever  tliey  might  have  hoped  from  the 
example,  there  was  not  enough  of  the  case  to  have  got  any  aid 
from  them.  The  connection  between  the  taking  of  the  medicine 
and  the  death  docs  not  appear  to  have  been  clear  enough  to  put 
them  in  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect.  At  any  rate  it  appears 
to  be  not  warranted  by  experience  hitherto,  with  the  remed}'. 
Whatever  may  be  thought  of  this  by  others,  medical  men  should 
be  careful  of  any  such  deduction,  and  without  medical  testimony 
ucli  a  case  would  come  to  nought. 

Several  reasons  occur  why  such  cases  should  get  no  encourage- 
ment from  medical  men.  In  the  first  place,  they  are  sure  to  get  a 
verdict  from  a  jur^',  even  with  slight  medical  support,  not  only 
beyond,  but  sometimes  in  opposition  to  what  is  just.  As  they 
generally  are  brought  for  damages,  the  amount  obtained  is  alwaj's 
larger  than  it  should  be,  sometimes  excessive.  Juries  will  mostly 
believe,  that  a  powerful  medicine  is  the  cause  of  any  bad  effects 
which  may  follow  the  giving  of  it,  if  a  medical  man  can  be  found 
to  say  that  the}'  were  possihJe.  Therefore  we  repeat,  they  should 
be  careful  of  giving  a  positive  opinion  whore  there  is  doubt.  A 
mere  possiliility  should  not  be  a  basis  of  opinion;  even  ()uite 
strong  probabilities  should  not  be  allowed  too  much  weight. 

Secondly,  they  lead  to  conflict  opinion  before  juries,  and  hence 
diminish  the  value  of  medical  testimom*.  On  many  subjects  there 
is  room  for  difference.  It  is  easy  to  see  how  Doctors  may  differ, 
and  from  no  mere  love  of  contradiction.  But  in  any  cases  involv- 
ing error  of  judgment  or  mistakes,  all  doubt  should  help  the 
defense,  and  positive  opinions  should  be  expressed  ouh'  when  they 
are  founded  upon  certainty  or  such  a  weight  of  probability  as 
almost  to  amount  to  it.  The  case  above  related  affected  an  apoth- 
ecary, not  a  plij'sician;  but  success  in  such  a  case,  renders  suits 
against  physicians  themselves,  for  mistakes,  much  more  likeh'  to 
be  brought.  Trials  which  result  in  a  very  just  punislunent  to 
quacks  even,  for  most  ignorant  mal-practice,  in  the  end  injure  the 
profession,  by  stimulating  all  those  who  think  they  have  been 
badly  treated,  or  who  really  have  experienced  results,  confessedly 
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bad,  but  the  best  possible  under  the  circumstances,  to  the  liope  of 
getting  a  pecuniary  satisfaction.  But  if  fair  meaning  men  become 
connected  with  a  case  in  which,  even,  there  is  much  better  ground 
for  positive  opinion  than  there  was  in  this,  they  should  strive  to 
avoid  becoming  ex  parte,  and  by  hasty  inferences,  unfair  or  extrav- 
agant replies,  seek  to  gain  advantage  for  the  side  on  which  they 
appear. 

In  the  legal  view  of  the  case,  there  was  less  of  it  than  in  the 
medical  even.  By  law,  a  person  having  suffered  by  gross  negli- 
gence, can  recover  for  the  personal  injuiy  and  pain  even,  brought 
upon  him  hj  it.  liut  in  case  of  death  by  negligence,  the  heirs  of 
the  deceased  can  recover  only  for  the  pecuniary  loss  brought  upon 
them  by  the  death;  as  for  instance,  loss  of  service,  or  actual  ex- 
pense in  consequence.  Sympathy  for  the  pain  inflicted  upon 
deceased,  or  for  the  affliction  caused  to  the  heirs,  is  to  be  ruled  out 
of  the  question.  In  the  case  above,  all  they  were  entitled  to 
recover,  was  their  actual  money  damage,  first  for  the  loss  of  ser- 
vices of  an  aged  and  feeble  mother,  and  secondly  the  expenses  of 
sickness  and  burial,  supposing  the  connection  between  the  mistake 
and  the  deatli  indubitable.  It  can  be  seen  what  motive  ma}'  have 
influenced  the  relatives  to  make  out  a  case  of  fair  health,  before 
the  mistake  happened.  We  should  not  expect  such  considei'ations 
would  have  any  influence  with  the  family  physician. 

The  point  in  this  case  was  slightly  unlike  that  in  the  Lockport 
case.  In  that,  veratrum  viride  was  accused  of  acting  as  a  violent 
intestinal  irritant,  no  evidence  being  brought  forward  to  prove  that  it 
aff"ected  the  stomach  in  any  unusual  way.  In  this  case,  on  the  other 
hand,  veratrum  viride  was  charged  with  acting  as  a  violent  gastric 
irritant,  but  neither  in  life  exhibiting,  or  after  death  leaving,  signs  of 
any  intestinal  irritation.  In  the  one  case,  it  expended  by  selection 
its  force  upon  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane,  in  the  other  upon 
the  gastric.  In  both,  the  question  of  its  action  as  an  irritant  was 
l)rought  forward.  It  again  brings  up  the  question  whether  it  is  to 
be  classed  as  an  irritant  poison.  It  is  clear  that  it  is  not  known 
to  have  caused  death.  It  has  been  given  in  large  doses  without 
very  permanent  bad  effects.  This  would  hardly  have  happened  if 
it  was  an  active  irritant.  Writers  speak  of  its  being  acrid,  some 
say  very  acrid,  but  this  is  not  enough  to  place  it  in  the  class  of 
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irritant  poisons.    A  corrosive  poison  miglit  act  alone  on  the  stbm-  i 
acb,  an  irritant  would  not  be  likely  to.    Up  to  this  time,  there  is 
not  much  support  in  medical  opinion  or  experience,  for  tlie  idea 
tiiat  veratrum  vinde  is  to  be  ranked  amont;  irritant  poisons.  ( 


ART.  ITT — Ahalracl  of  Proceedinr/s  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association. 

Ti  ESUAY  EvENiN<;,  Marcli  n,  1807. 

Tlie  mectinfr  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  the  usual 
hour.  Present — Drs.  (Jould,  Janscn,  Little,  Brown, Wyckoff,  Miner, 
Wotmore,  Kainerling,  Abbott,  Rocliester,  Gay,  Samo,  Trowbridge, 
Greene,  Strong,  Cougar,  Crouyn  and  Johnson. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Miner  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  tlie  last 
meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

Dk.  Minkk  stated  that  Dr.  J.  K.  Lotlirop,  who  was  expected  to 
read  an  essay  this  evening,  was  too  ill  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Drs.  Charles  S.  Sheldon,  C.  A.  Niciiell  and  Charles  P.  Schuyler, 
were,  by  vote  of  the  Association,  invited  to  attend  its  meetings 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society, 

There  being  no  other  business  before  the  meeting,  reports  on 
prevailing  diseases  were  called  for.  Influenza,  capillar}'  pneumo- 
nia and  bronchitis  were  reported  as  jirevailiug. 

Du.  Rochester  remarked  tliat  he  had  never  seen  influenza  pre- 
vail Avith  so  much  of  au  epidemic  character  as  at  present,  and  said 
that  the  disease  is  not  confined  to  children  and  .young  persons,  but 
many  old  people  are  suflering  from  it.  Has  seen  many  cases  com- 
plicated with  pneumonia.  Would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
influenza  is  said  to  be  often  followed  by  epidemic  cholera. 

Dr.  R.  also  stated  that  whooping  cough,  of  a  severe  type,  is  pre- 
vailing at  Black  Rock,  M  itli  au  unusual  number  of  fatal  cases. 

Dr.  Miner  liad  seen  two  cliildren  with  all  the  symptoms  of 
severe  bronchitis  witli  d3-si)ntt'a  and  periodic  attacks  of  asthmatic 
or  croupy  breathing.  Was  not  fully  satisfied  of  the  nature  of 
the  disease,  but  regarded  it  as  extensive,  not  very  acute  bronchitis; 
they  were  veiy  sick,  and  their  parents  thought  they  would  die. 
Perhaps  influenza  is  a  better  name,  and  more  completely  represents 
tlie  jteculiar  appearances  of  the  disease.  Had  not  hitherto  con- 
sidered influenza  a  disease  of  mucli  importance,  but  in  the  cases 
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mentioned  the  patients  were  reuHy  (juitc  sick.  Had  not  seen  many 
of  similar  nature. 

Dk.  Rochester  remarked  that  he  had  seen  cases  in  whicli  tlie 
dyspmea  was  as  severe  as  in  croup.  Influenza  sometimes  seems  to 
afl'ect  the  air  passages  principally.  Many  times  it  seems  to  aftect 
the  whole  system,  producing  great  depression.  The  rapid  and 
marked  prostration  seems  a  part  ol"  the  malady.  It  prevails  with 
all  classes  and  among  the  old  and  young.  It  is  not  exclusively  a 
disease  of  the  air  jiassages.  Have  found  that  in  these  cases  stim- 
ulus is  required.  Quinine,  carbonate  of  ammonia,  and  sonictiines 
alcoholic  stimulus  is  necessary.  This  treatment  is  better  than  that 
by  pulv.  doveri  and  the  ordinary  or  less  active  [ilan.  .Stinudating 
treatment  is  often  necessary  from  the  outset. 

Dk.  Wyckoff  had  seen  many  cases  of  the  disease,  in  most  of 
which  there  had  been  great  dyspnoia  and  prostration.  Many  cases 
are  complicated  with  bronchitis,  followed  sometimes  by  consolida- 
tion of  some  portion  of  the  lung.  Had  also  seen  many  cases 
where  diarrha'a  also  prevailed  in  conjunction  with  the  disease. 
Had  found  carbonate  of  ammonia,  the  pi-eiKirations  of  bark,  etc., 
necessary  in  a  majority  of  cases. 

Dr.  Strong  reported  a  case  of  death  from  tiuct.  opii.  AVas 
called  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  see  a  child  seven  days 
old,  to  whom  its  parents  had  administered  one  dro[)  of  tinct.  opii 
six  hours  before,  and  repeated  the  dose  an  hour  and  a  half  later. 
Found  it  almost  lifeless.  It  had  reviving  and  sinking  spells  and 
lived  twenty-eight  hours  after  taking  the  first  dose.  This  seems  a 
very  small  dose  to  be  attended  with  fatal  results.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  I  reported  a  case  at  a  former  meeting  in  which 
a  child  a  year  old,  took  with  impunity  nearly  a  drachm  of  the 
tincture. 

Dr.  Gould  saw  a  case  in  which  a  child  two  weeks  old  took  six 
drops  and  died.  Once  gave  to  a  woman  a  six  gr.  pill  of  opium 
every  hour  for  twelve  successive  hours  with  no  ill  elfects. 

Dr.  Rochester  would  iiujuire  of  Dr.  Strong  if  he  considered  two 
drops  of  tinct.  oi)ii  a  small  dose  for  a  child  six  or  seven  days  old, 
and  if  he  would  give  such  a  dose  ? 

Dk.  STKON<i  replied  that  he  would  not  give  such  a  doh^c.  Would 
not  give  tinct.  opii  to  so  young  a  child. 
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Dr.  Miner  iciiitirked  tiiiil  Linct.  opii,  liecoincs  iniieli  stronger  by 
long  standing;  that  in  many  instances,  even  wlicn  llie  bottle  con- 
taining it  appears  well  corked,  it  at  length  becomes  concentrated 
to  Huid  opium;  this  should  be  remembered  when  families  use  this 
medicine.  The  tincture  as  furnished  by  druggists  undoubtedly 
varies  greatly  in  strength. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Wyckoff  was  elected  to  read  an  essay  at  tiie  next  reg- 
ular meeting. 

Adjourned.  T.  M.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 


Miscellaneous. 


Description  of  an  Improved  Extension  Apparatus  for  the  Treat- 
ment of  Fracture  of  the  Thigh. 

INTRODLCEU  ISV  (iUltUON  15LCK,  M.  D. , 

Surgeon  to  the  New  Yurk  Hoajiital,  Si.  Luke's  HuHpltul,  etc. ,  etc. 

Articles  Coniposiivj  the  Apparatm. — Two  bauds  of  adhesive  plaster 
spread  on  Canton  flannel  or  thick  twilled  cotton;  each  band  being 
two  inches  and  a  half  wide  and  two  feet  long.  At  the  end  of  one 
of  the  bands,  a  piece  of  elastic  rubber  webbing,  two  inches  wide 
and  ten  long,  is  attached.  At  one  end  of  the  other  band,  a  buckle 
of  corresponding  width,  is  fastened. 

A  thin  block  of  wood  three  inches  and  a  half  wide  transversely, 
and  three  inches  vertically. 

The  perineal  portion  consists  of  rubber  tubing  of  one  inch  cali- 
bre, having  inside  of  it  a  tube  of  muslin  stuffed  with  bran,  and  left 
an  inch  longer  than  the  rubber  tube  at  both  ends.  At  each  end  of 
the  muslin  tube,  a  metalic  ring  is  first  fastened,  and  then  shoved 
within  the  rubber  tube,  to  the  end  of  which  it  is  also  fastened. 
This  arrangement  preserves  the  rubber  tube  from  being  over- 
stretched. 

Two  straps  fastened  to  the  rings  at  the  ends  of  the  perineal  por- 
tion, serve  to  lengthen  it  and  allow  it  to  be  made  fast  to  the  head 
of  the  bedstead. 

A  belt  that  passes  around  the  opposite  side  of  the  body,  and 
maintain  the  bearing  of  the  perineal  band  in  a  line  with  the  axis  of 
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the  body  and  limb.  TJie  peiiueal  purliuii  should  be  wound  with  a 
narrow  8lri[)  ol"  Canton  llannel  or  other  soft  material,  and  this 
should  be  changed  as  ol'ten  as  soiled. 

Four  guttered  eoaj)tatiou  splints,  covered  with  llannel,  are  in- 
teaded  to  surround  the  fracture  and  be  secured  in  place  by  three 
elastic  bands,  each  having  a  buckle  at  one  end. 

An  upright  supporting  a  pulley  wheel,  to  be  fastened  to  the  iloor 
by  three  screws,  opposite  the  foot  of  the  bed. 

Mode  of  Application. — The  bands  of  adhesive  plaster  are  lirst  to 
be  ai)plied,  one  on  cither  side  of  the  limb  from  a  point  above  the 
ankle  upwards  as  high  as  the  seat  of  fracture.  The  limb  is  then 
to  be  bandaged  in  the  usual  manner,  beginning  at  the  toes  and 
covering  the  plasters,  but  leaving  their  lower  ends  free.  The  band 
of  elastic  webbing  is  next  passed  round  the  sole  of  the  foot  and 
fastened  to  the  buckle  on  the  other  side  of  the  foot.  The  block  of 
wood  should  then  be  interposed  between  the  loop  of  webbing  and 
the  foot.  A  cord  fastened  to  the  block  thus  adjusted  is  passed 
over  the  pullej^,  and  has  a  weight  suspended  from  it.  This  arrange- 
ment combines  elasticity  with  the  extending  force,  keeps  the  bands 
stretched  out  smooth,  and  prevents  pressure  upon  the  ankle;--. 
The  amount  of  weight  required  must  be  proportioned  to  the  resist- 
ance to  be  overcome,  and  the  toleration  of  the  patient.  Sometimes 
live  or  six  pounds  only  can  be  borne  at  the  outset,  and  an  increased 
weight  subsequently. 

After  a  fracture  has  taken  place  the  sooner  the  limb  is  put  up 
and  subjected  to  treatment  the  better.  Spasmodic  twitchings  of 
the  muscles  are  controlled,  and  the  patient  made  comfortable  from 
the  outset.  To  permit  the  application  of  lotions  to  the  seat  of 
injury  during  the  first  few  days,  the  bandage  should  not  be  carried 
above  the  knee,  and  the  ends  of  the  plaster  should  be  rolled  u]) 
and  kept  in  reserve.  At  the  end  of  six  or  eight  days  the  plasters 
may  be  extended  up  on  the  thigh,  and  the  bandage  continued  over 
them.  The  coaptation  si)lints  are  now  to  be  applied  around  the 
thigh  and  secured  by  the  three  elastic  bauds.  To  complete  the 
apparatus  the  perineal  band  should  be  adjusted  and  its  ends  fas- 
tened to  the  head  of  the  bedstead,  so  as  to  be  in  a  line  with  the 
axis  of  the  body  and  limb.  The  limb  should  be  raised  on  a  hair 
cushion  sufficiently  to  keep  the  heel  from  pressure. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  0 — 4G, 
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In  the  employment  of  tliis  metliod  of  treatment,  experience  has 
shown  that  in  a  huge  niajoiity  of  cases  the  use  of  the  perineal 
band  may  In-  disi)ensed  with,  tlie  weigiit  of  the  l)ody  being  suffi- 
cient to  resist  the  extending  force.  This  resistance  may  !)c  further 
increased  by  raising  the  foot  of  the  bedstead  five  or  six  inches 
above  the  floor. 

AdmntcujeH  of  the  Alelhud. — The  advantages  claimed  for  this 
method  over  others  heretofore  in  use,  are  its  great  simplicity  of 
arrangement,  facility  of  management,  and  especially  the  comfort 
it  affords  the  patient  during  a  long  confinement  in  bed.  The  effi- 
ciency with  which  uninterrupted  extension  of  the  limb  can  safely 
be  kept  up,  .secures,  it  is  believed,  better  results  than  have  been 
obtained  Ijy  any  other  method.  The  sitting  jjosture  may  be  allowed 
without  disturbing  the  action  of  the  apparatus;  an  indulgence  for 
which  patients  are  always  very  grateful,  and  one  which  greatly 
alleviates  the  irksomeness  of  their  condition.  The  materials  re- 
quired for  emplo^'ing  this  treatment  are  oljtainable  under  almost 
any  circumstances,  the  only  indispensable  article  being  adhesive 
plaster.  If  this  is  of  the  ordinary  description,  it  is  better  to  use 
it  of  double  thickness.  All  the  other  articles  recjuisite  may  be 
improvised.  The  elastic  band  may  be  disjjensed  with,  and  a  round 
stick  properly  placed  aci'oss  the  foot  of  the  bedstead  may  serve 
instead  of  a  pulle}-. 


In  our  Marcli  uuiuber  we  nieutioned,  as  an  item  to  be  noticed,  that  the  Nurthern 
Christian  Adi-ocate,  in  au  editorial  article,  covering  more  than  an  entire  page  of 
the  sheet,  had  presented  its  readers  in  full,  all  the  facts  and  consequences  of  crim- 
inal abortion.  This  is  the  first  public  discussion  of  the  subject  we  have  ever  known, 
though  the  professional  journals  have  for  a  long  time  been  frequently  occupied  with 
the  evil  efl'ects  and  crimes  of  preventing  conception,  and  destroying  the  human 
embryo.*  This  newspaper  expose  of  it,  has  so  much  truth,  and  with  all,  is  so  fear- 

*  Since  the  above  article  was  written,  we  have  received  T/ie  Congregationatist,  containing  an  article 
from  Rev.  John  Todd,  D.  D.,  upon  this  subject.  He  sa.v.= :  "I appeal  to  Xew England  women— the 
daughters  of  an  ancestry  who  never  were  spotted  with  the  blood  of  innocents,  who  never  stifled  tbe 
natural  longing's  of  a  mother's  heart  and  never  quenched  life  immortal  for  the  sake  of  ease  or  fashion 
and  ask  them  if  it  is  so,  that  th'iy  are  so  degenerated  that  they  cannot  meet  the  holiest  position  and 
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less  and  outspokeu,  that  we  make  the  following  extract,  shott-ing  how  it  is  regarded, 
what  frightful  ravages  it  has  made,  and  how  long  one  of  the  most  revolting  crimes 
in  heathenism  is  practiced  in  modern  churches,  until  now  without  protest,  in  reli- 
gious papers : 

"We  expect  to  show  that  a  species  of  infanticide  is  fearfully  prevalent  in  Ameri- 
can societj' — that  the  practice  is  murder — that  it  is  a  prolific  and  almost  exclusive 
source  of  American  female  diseases — that  it  eclipses  in  iniquity,  and  is  promotive 
of  nearly  all  other  social  crimes,  and  that,  therefore,  the  prevalent  toleration  and 
excuses  for  the  practice  are  outrages  against  decency,  humanity,  and  high  Heaven. 

The  evil  in  question,  though  its  widest  prevalence  has  been  attained  with  the  past 
decade,  already  has  a  literature  of  which  we  name  but  fragments.  And  here  we 
anticipate  the  suggestion  that  the  discussion  should  be  still  left  exclusively  to  med- 
ical men  and  publications.  Unfortunately  for  all,  such  has  been  the  case  for  ten 
years.  All  honor  to  the  noble  profession  which  has  so  faithfully  uttered  its  warn- 
ing, but,  alas!  the  needed  alarm,  while  it  reaches  but  a  tithe  of  the  people,  is  also 
powerless  to  create  that  correct  Christian  sentiment  which  will  throttle  the  monster, 
abuse  and  socially  outlaw,  the  unnatural  sinner  against  God. 

The  crime  in  question  is  fcrticide,  or  the  killing  of  unborn  children.  When 
necessary,  it  is  simple  'abortion;'  when  unavoidable  under  certain  circumstances, 
miscarriage,  and  when  unnecessary,  '-Criminal  Abortion" — Murder,  as  we  will  pres- 
ently prove,  and  until  then,  assume. 

Criminl  abortion  was,  and  is,  equally  wide-spread,  and  has  not,  as  with  us,  orig- 
inated during  later  years.  Heathendom  inherits  barbarism  ;  we  have  relapsed  into 
it.  Juvenal,  born  about  A.  D.  38,  was  by  no  means  a  prude,  but  the  brutishness  of 
Roman  women  stung  him  into  protest.  Near  the  close  of  his  sixth,  longest  and 
most  denunciatory  satire,  contrasting  the  poor  and  the  rich,  he  says: 

'  Yet  these,  when  circumstances  so  rcfiuire,  are  ready  to  encounter  the  perils  of 
childbirth,  and  endure  all  the  irksome  toils  of  nursing.  But  rarely  does  a  gilded 
bed  contain  a  woman  lying-in ;  so  potent  are  the  arts  and  drugs  of  her  that  can 
ensure  barrenness,  and  for  bribes  kill  men  while  yet  unborn.' 

In  Japan  these  'drugs'  are  sold  by  priestly  venders,  and  modern  Egypt,  like 
America,  is  cursed  with  gangs  of  quick  abortionists  and  'irregular  practitioners' 
whose  scoundrel  '  arts  kill  men  for  bribes'  and  richly  deserve  the  halter.  Would 
to  God  the  curse  were  confined  to  the  Eastern  continent.  On  this,  heathen  popula- 
tions from  Hudson's  Bay  to  Peru,  including  several  Indian  tribes,  practice  ffpticide. 
Alas!  this  species  of  murder  is  not  restricted  to  the  uncivilized,  the  uachristianizcd, 
or  to  those  not  enrolled  within  Christian  churches.  We  have  examined  the  subject 
somewhat  closely  for  years  and  have  been  cruelly  shocked  by  statistics  and  discov- 
eries made,  yet  even,  we  are  assured  that  only  the  observant,  constant  medical  prac- 

duties  ever  imposed  on  woman  ?  We  can  show  that  France,  with  all  her  atheism,  tliat  Paris,  with  al  1 
her  license,  is  not  so  jjuilty  in  this  respect,  as  is  staid  New  Kntfland,  at  the  present  hour,"  He  has 
treated  the  subject  in  his  unsurpassed  style,  antl  his  article  cannot  but  impress  the  thousand  murder  - 
esses  of  Xew  Kn^Iand  cliurches  and  fashionable  circles,  with  a  sense  of  guilt  and  shame,  with  an  idea 
that  the  curtiiiii  (if  secrecy  has  been  lifted,  and  that  the  eye  not  of  Cod  only,  but  of  the  world,  which 
they  much  more  dreniaud  fear,  is  upon  them. 
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titioner  can  realize  how  widely'  auJ  deeply  this  perversion  of  nature  has  demoialized, 
and  is  more  widely  and  deeply  demoralizing  society. 

The  Protestaut  Church  is  to-day  blackly  stained  by  this  crime  of  child-murder — 
and  oiu-  Christianized  society  deserves  the  stinging  satire  of  Juvenal.  Let  both  be 
rebuked  by  Minitius  Felix  who,  with  others,  wrote  to  show  that  Christ's  followeis 
are  not  like  idolatrous  heathen.  Here  is  an  extract  addressed  to  the  countrymen  of 
Juvenal  : 

'Some  of  you  will  not  give  them  (the  children)  liberty  to  be  born,  but  by  cruel 
potions  procure  abortion,  and  smother  the  hopeful  beginnings  of  what  would  come 
to  be  a  man.' 

Miscarriages  are  frequent,  and  certain  uninstructed  or  embruted  feminine  circles 
have  their  centers  where  the  means  employed  and  successes  attained  are  topics  of 
exchangable  information.  For  instance,  we  could  prove  that  in  one  little  village  of 
one  thousand  inhabitants,  prominent  women  have  been  guilty  of  what  we  will  pres- 
ently show  to  be  murder.  And,  sadder  still,  half  of  these  are  members  of  Christ's 
Church." 

The  above  are  quotations  from  the  paper,  not  placed  in  their  connections,  but 
grouped,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  truthfully,  fearlessly  and  earnestly  this 
suVjject  has  been  presented. 

There  are  some  other  subjects  in  near  relation  to  this,  which  we  should  be  glad 
to  have  treated  as  faithfully  and  earnestly  by  the  same  author.  The  newspapers 
have,  for  years,  been  the  organs  for  innumerable  quacks ;  not  an  issue,  but  con- 
tained the  vilest,  most  barefaced,  unscrupulous  and  infamous  advertisements,  which 
charlatans  and  mountebanks  could  invent.  Christian  newspapers  even,  have  been 
t'ue  medium  of  communicating  the  most  villainous  of  these  productions,  and  we 
have  sometimes  turned  in  disgust  and  loathing  from  the  perusal  of  the  most  popu- 
lar of  these  sheets,  with  the  conviction  that  they  would  be  the  means  of  destroying 
more  lives,  and  ruining  more  souls,  than  they  could  be  in  any  way  instrumental  in 
saving. 

How  comes  it,  that  in  every  household  is  understood  how  to  ••  avoid  or  destroy 
the  legitimate  fruits  of  matrimony?'  It  has  been  ■•  attained  with  the  last  decade," 
because  the  public  press  has  furnished  the  literature.  The  public  papers  have  not 
hesitated  to  allow  paying  advertisers  to  furnish  their  own  copy,  and  in  gratuity 
given  an  editorial  endorsement,  or,  if  not  quite  that,  have  published  local  item 
advertisement,  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  unsuspecting  believe  it  was  endorsed. 
This  crime,  so  bitterly  complained  of  by  the  Koriliirrsiern  Christian  Advocate,  is 
the  legitimate  fruit  of  the  medical  column  in  our  newspapers,  both  secular  and 
religious ;  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  charge  back  upon  the  religious  and  secular 
press  participation  in  the  crime,  not  only  of  child-murder,  but  of  a  great  deal  of 
manslaughter  in  the  first  degree.  They  have  been  familiarizing  the  women  and 
children  of  this  country,  with  the  means  not  only  of  preventing  offspring  and  de- 
stroying it  while  yet  unborn,  but  have  been  carrying  into  families  and  communities 
untold  evils,  not  only  in  worthless  and  injurious  nostrum.i,  but  also  in  sensational 
advertisements,  designed  to  operate  upon  the  fears  and  excited  imaginations  of  the 
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young  aud  inexperienced,  causing  them  to  believe  tbat  Ibey  were  rapidly  becoming 
the  victims  of  incurable  maladies,  unless  rescued  by  immediate  application  to  the 
subscriber,  who  could  send  certain  remedies,  of  never  failing  efficacy.  Even  the 
same  paper  containing  the  excellent  article  referred  to,  has  a  long  advertisement, 
stealing  the  livery  of  the  '"Methodist  Book  Concern"  in  which  to  serve  the  devil. 

Its  commencement  is  so  characteristic  that  we  copy  for  the  benefit  of  our  read- 
ers, and  to  show  the  Christian  Advocate  how  it  appears  outside  its  colums: 

To  the  readers  and  patrons  of  the  Korthvjestern  Christian  Advocate: — I  have 
been  a  reader  and  patron  of  the  Advocate  for  several  years,  and  am  not  unknown 
to  tlie  many  readers  of  this  long-established  and  widely  circulated  journal— not  as 
a  literary  or  scientific  correspondent,  but  as  a  "regular"  contributor  to  its  adver- 
tising columns  and  the  exchoijuer  of  the  Methodist  Book  Concern.  In  this  general 
way  1  have  been  introduced  to  its  thousands  of  readers,  many  of  whom  have  be- 
come my  personal  correspondents  and  friends.  To  all  these  I  am  well  known  as  a 
citizen  of  Cincinnati,  aud  as  a  medical  specialist,  who,  for  the  last  eighteen  years, 
has  been  engaged  in  treating  diseases  of  the  Nose,  Throat  and  Lungs  by  the  inhal- 
ation of  cool  medicated  air.  Many  hundreds  of  its  readers  have  consulted  nie  by 
letter  and  iu  person  for  professional  advice." 

After  a  long  account  of  all  sorts  of  diseases  cured  by  his  '-cool  medicated  air" 
and  of  a  book  of  one  hundred  pages  which  he  proposes  furnishing  to  all  the  sub- 
scribers of  the  Korthioestern  Christian  Advocate,  tcithont  charge  if  they  icish  it," 
he  says,  "  The  book  cost  me  twenty-Jive  cents  a  number.  Those  who  desire  and 
can  pay  for  it,  should  send  me  that  amount,  as  a  simple  act  of  justice,"  etc.,  etc., 
and  closes  his  very  long  and  absurd  advertisement  with  the  following: 

"  Dr.  Reid,  editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  in  noticing  this  book, 
through  the  columns  of  that  journal,  February  22,  1860,  uses  the  following  language: 
'An  honored  friend  and  venerated  minister  has  presented  us  with  a  copy  of  this 
work,  with  the  respects  of  the  author,  and  an  earnest  request  on  his  own  part  that 
we  shall  recommend  Dr.  Wolfe  and  his  remedies.  Our  brother  assures  us  that  the 
life  of  his  own  son  has  been  saved  by  the  treatment,  and  refers  ua  lo  other  well 
known  friends  likewise  benefited.'" 

Newspapers  and  those  who  edit  and  own  them,  are  not  without  sin,  and  though 
this  paper  is  remarkably  free  from  objectionable  notices,  still  it  is  perhaps  accidental, 
and  not  from  principle.  Tiie  appearance  of  the  article  upon  criminal  abortion  is 
very  creditable  to  it,  and  we  respect  its  editor  for  his  outspoken  and  fearless  denun- 
ciation of  a  great  evil  and  sin.  We  have  taken  some  pains  to  show  some  other 
abuses  which  he  can  help  correct,  and  have  no  doubt  but  in  due  season  he  will  do 
his  part  manfully.  Tlie  time  is  coming — but  we  fear  it  is  yet  a  great  way  off — when 
popular  reading  will  be  free  from  these  abuses,  and  when  imposters  and  <iuacks  will 
not  get  ministers  and  editors  to  endorse  and  recommend  them.  We  have  some- 
times wondered  why  Christian  people,  as  a  body,  were  more  ready  to  believe  in  the 
marvellous,  the  inconsistent,  and  the  inexplicable  in  medical  matters,  than  others 
who  were  not  more  discriminating  in  many  respects.  We  have  never  known  any- 
thing in  the  teachings  of  Christianity  which  would  naturally  lead  to  unthinking 
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belief  ia  the  inconsistencies  of  charlatans  or  the  vagaries  of  quacks;  wliich  would 
make  men  more  blind  or  more  easily  deluded,  but  we  have  often  believed  that  they 
are  so,  and  failed  of  satisfactory  explanation.  It  is  a  reflection  upon  the  intellec- 
tual acuteness  of  men,  to  be  guilty  of  adopting  error  and  adhering  to  it.  when  within 
reach  of  adequate  and  positive  knowledge,  especially  if  they  manifest  no  desire,  or  even 
willingness  to  be  acciuainted  with  the  grounds  of  a  rational  faith;  and  it  is  impos.sible 
for  the  educated  and  intelligent,  to  respect  those  within  reach  of  the  truth,  who  "bow 
down  and  wor.ship  wooden  gods."  When  I  inquire  of  my  spiritual  adviser,  why  is  it  that 
church-going  people  so  frc(iueuily,  in  medical  matters,  "  wauder  upon  the  dark  moun- 
tains and  perish."  why  worship,  when  the  true  God  is  known  V  he  replies,  "  the 
worst  of  the  delusion  I  believe  is  over;  the  heathen  are  to  be  forgiven  because  they 
do  not  know  God."  I  accept  the  explanation,  and  believe  when  ministers  and 
editors  of  Christian  papers,  dcsiic  to  know  the  truth,  and  are  not  ready  to  promul- 
gate error  and  absurdity,  then  the  critnes  and  sins  of  which  we  complain,  will  be 
less  frequent ;  or,  if  not,  if  the  truth  is  plainly  and  fearlessly  proclaimed,  the  poor, 
deluded  victims  cannot  come  up  in  tke  judgment  and  lay  these  sins  to  their  charge. 


Prof.  Horatio  R.  Storer's  Lctures. 

It  will  be  observed  by  notice  in  advertisement  sheet,  that  J)r.  11.  R.  Storer  will 
givo  lectures  upon  the  Surgical  Diseases  of  Women,  at  his  rooms  in  Hotel  Pelhani, 
Boston,  in  June  next.  Dr.  Storer  was  with  Dr.  Simpson  of  Edinburgh,  as  his  assist- 
ant in  practice,  during  18.54-.').5,  and  selected  by  him,  as  one  of  the  editors  of  his 
Obstetric  works,  ansl  has  bestowed  much  time  and  study  upon  the  diseases  of 
women.  With  ample  opportunities  for  observation,  both  at  home  and  in  other 
countries,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  his  lectures  will  embody  all  the  recent  advan- 
ces made  in  this  important  department  of  practice.  Prof.  Storer  is  well  and  widely 
known  both  as  a  distinguished  writer  and  teacher,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  many 
meml)ers  of  ihc  profession  who  desire  perfect  knowledge  in  this  department  will 
gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  which  is  now  aft'ordod  them  of  obtain- 
ing it. 


Books  Reviewed. 

Contributions  to  the  Pathology,  Diagnosis,  and  Treatment  of  Angular  Curvatures 
of  the  Spine.  Bv  Bkn.iamin'  Lkk.  M.  D.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co., 
18t;7. 

Angular  curvatures  of  the  spine  have  recently  received  increased  attention,  and 
the  former  theories  and  measures  of  treatment  have  been  subjected  to  careful  revis- 
ion. The  author  of  this  work  speaks  in  the  first  place  of  gastralgia,  as  the  initial 
symptom  of  caries  of  the  spine,  coa.sidering  it  at  some  length,  and  then  passes  to  a 
consideration  of  certain  errors  in  regard  to  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  ulcera- 
tive inflammation  of  the  spine,  commonly  called  "  Pott's  Disease."    This  chapter 
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has  especial  attructions,  and  cannot  fail  to  interest  all  who  bestow  any  attention 
upon  the  subject.  In  its  careful  perusal  we  find  so  much  to  approve,  so  many 
things  which  should  be  known  to  practitioners,  that  we  really  believe  the  book 
should  be  distributed  universally  to  the  profession,  in  the  same  manner  that  benev- 
olent societies  distribute  tracts. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  injury  done  to  the  victims  of  this  disease  by  ill-timed 
measures  of  treatment,  and  it  is  (juite  time  some  standard  author  furnished  not 
only  a  reasonable  guide,  but  a  positive  protest  against  prevalent  practices.  Our 
author  has  treated  the  subject  of  counter-irritation  so  char)ningly,  that  we  shall  be 
forgiven,  if  we  make  a  few  selections  from  his  work ;  we  only  regret  that  space  will 
not  permit  to  (juote  him  entire  ;  we  are  very  glad  to  find  such  views  entertained  by 
so  distinguished  au  author.  He  says:  "During  the  past  two  years — in  which  I 
have  been  devoting  myself  more  especially  to  the  study  of  diseases  of  the  spine 
and  spinal  cord — I  have  seen  the  integuments  of  the  back  seamed  and  scored  and 
furrowed  by  the  sears  of  the  seton,  the  issue,  the  niora.x  and  the  cautery,  and  by 
tlie  remarkable  regularity  with  which  these  appearances  have  been  accompanied  by 
serious,  generally  irremediable  deformity.  The  question  gradually  forced  itself  upon 
me:  Is  this  treatment,  painful  in  its  application  and  exhausting  in  its  operation, 
sustained  by  the  test  of  experience  or  founded  on  the  basis  of  reason  ?  The  num- 
ber of  unfortunates  whom  I  saw,  who  bore  unmistakable  traces  of  having  fully 
tested  the  benefits  of  this  mode,  and  in  whom  the  disease  was  still  unchecked,  or 
cheeked  only  beeinise  the  deformity  had  reached  its  natural  limit  before  the  patient 
had  succumbed  to  its  deadly  power,  gave  a  sadly  eloquent  negative  to  the  lirst 
clause  of  the  question." 

The  causes  of  the  disease  are  then  discussed,  whether  it  be  dependant  upon  a 
tubercular  diathesis,  as  is  maintained  by  a  certain  class  of  practitioners,  or  whether  it 
be  the  result  of  a  traumatic  cause.  The  author  admits  that  morbus  caxarius  may 
arise  in  children  whose  constitutions  have  beesi  vitiated  by  the  sins  of  their  ances- 
tors, but  his  conviction  is,  that  the  disease  is  generally  of  the  nature  of  a  simple 
inflammation,  often  the  result  of  external  violence.  In  answer  why  counter- 
irritation  is  not  allowable  and  advisable  in  the  treatment  of  caries  of  the  vertebrse, 
he  remarks:  "first,  because  a  strict  regard  for  the  ethics  of  our  art  and  an  honest 
self-respect  will  not  permit  us  to  make  use  of  any  remedies,  however  harmless, 
upon  mere  theory,  if  experience  has  proved  them  to  be  inert.  Still  less  may  we 
suffer  the  beauty  of  a  theory  to  lead  us  to  the  adoption  of  means  which,  after  a 
fair  trial,  have  failed  to  establish  their  efficacy,  if  their  employment  is  necessarily 
attended  by  excruciating  pain,  nervous  irritation  and  general  exhaustion.  The  evi- 
dence of  its  utility,  should  be  ample  and  overwhelming,  which  could  lead  us  to 
initiate  a  mode  of  treatment  which  is  in  itself  a  disease,  and  which,  were  any  of  us 
suffering  from  it,  would  often  be  suflicient  to  incapacitate  us  from  the  discharge  of 
our  ordinary  duties. 

But,  secondly,  th'n  treatment  has  not  even  the  apology  of  a  plausible  and  well  - 
reasoned  theory  to  bolster  it  up.  Our  standard  writers,  prominent  among  whom 
stands  Pereira,  are  forced  to  acknowledge  that  all  attempts  to  place  counter- 
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irritation  iiiioii  :i  rational  foundatiou  have  entirely  failed.  While  I  ean  understand 
how  an  agent  whieh  stimulates  the  eapillary  cireulation  of  the  entire  lower  extremi- 
ties may  exert  a  derivative  inllucnee  from  distant  parts,  it  does  tax  my  powers  of 
comprehension  to  appreciate  how  a  small,  circumscribed  focus  of  supiiuration, 
which  possesses  r.o  controlling  influence  over  the  circulation  can  have  any  other 
effect,  than  simply  to  increase  general  nervous  irritability. 

Thirdly,  and  especially,  this  treatment  is  neither  advisable  nor  admissaljle, 
because  it  consumes  precious  time,  and  prevents  the  enmloyment  of  a  means  which 
is  infinitely  superior.  The  most  that  any  man  can  claim  for  the  result  of  Iiis 
couuter-irritation  in  any  given  case,  is  to  fall  back  upon  the  miserable,  conscience- 
salving  subterfuge,  'If  it  had  not  been  used,  the  patient  might  have  been  worse.' " 

Injuries  of  the  iSpiuc,  with  an  Analysis  of  nearly  f(jur  linndred  cases.  By  .Johv 
AsiiiiiTKST,  .IK..  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadel- 
phia, Surgeon  to  the  Episco})al  Hospital  of  Philadelphia,  etc.,  etc.  Philadel- 
phia: J.  B.  Ijippincott  &  Co.,  18U7. 

The  respective  merits  and  demerits  of  treatment  of  injuries  of  the  spine,  by 
extension  and  counter-extension,  resection  and  general  treatment,  are  ably  di.'^- 
cussed  by  the  author,  who  upon  the  analysis  of  'M)H  well  aiitlienlicated  cases 
arrives  at  the  follinving  general  conclusions: 

"1 — Injuries  of  the  spine  are  not  nearly  so  fatal  as  is  generally  supposed,  and 
they  have  been,  not  im frequently,  completely  recovered  from. 

2 — By  watching  carefully  the  symptoms  and  knowing  the  lesions  which  they 
indicate,  the  jiatienfs  progress  towards  health  or  death  can  be  pretty  accurately 
foreseen  in  most  easoji. 

— Whenever  liiere  is  reason  to  believe  that  one  or  more  vertebra-  have  been 
displaced,  extension  should  be  employed;  temporary,  if  tiiat  be  sufficient;  if  not, 
continuous. 

4 — In  no  case  clo  resection  or  trephining  offer  a  reasonable  prospect  of  the 
patienfs  condition,  but  on  (he  contrary  then^  is  reason  to  fear  that  they  would 
increase  the  chances  of  a  fatal  termination. 

,5 — Those  cases  of  spinal  injury  which  are  not  adapted  for  the  emiiloymeut  ot 
extension,  should  be  treated  in  accordance  with  ordinary,  rational  and  physiolog- 
ical principles. 

(i  —No  new  mode  of  treatment  is  entitled  to  adoption  in  a  class  of  injuries  .so 
serious  as  this,  unless  it  can  be  shown  by  clinical  experience  that  it  is  at  any  rat« 
nut  has  successful  than  the  modes  commended  to  us  alike  by  reason  and  long 
expel  ience." 

Medical  Register  of  the  District  ol'  Columbia,  18(17,  embracing  notices  of  the  Med- 
ical, Benevolent  and  Public  Institutions  of  Washington.  By  .T.  M.  Toxeh,  M.  I). 
This  little  volume  is  designed  by  the  author  to  give  information  of  every  organ- 
ization, department  or  institution  possessing  any  interest  to  the  medical  profes- 
sion, or  in  anyway  related  to  medical  affairs.  It  embodies  much  u.seful  and  inter- 
esting matter,  not  only  to  physicians  of  the  District,  but  to  the  profession  at  large. 
Of  especial  interest  will  be  found  Senator  Cowan's  table,  showing  the  physical 
characteristics  of  the  U.  S.  Senators  of  the  present  session,  which  will  be  more  fully 
noticed  in  our  next  issue.  We  trust  that  the  author  will  receive  from  physicians 
that  support  which  his  enterprise  merits. 
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Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 


Obstetriof — The  Science  ami  the  Art.  By  Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  I).  Lately  Pro- 
fessor of  Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  in  the  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College  at  Philadelphia,  and  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Lying-in-Depart- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital;  Member  of  the  Society  of  Swedish  Physi- 
cians at  Stockholm,  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Ilimterian  Society  of  Lon_ 
don;  Member  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society;  of  the  Natural  Sciences 
of  Philadelphia;  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  etc.,  etc.  Fifth  edition, 
revised.  With  one  hundred  and  thirty  illustrations.  Philadelphia;  Henry  C. 
Lea,  1807.    Breed,  Lent  &  Co.,  Buffalo. 

Researches  upon  -'Spurious  Vaccination,"  or  the  Abnormal  Phenomena,  accompa- 
nying and  following  Vaccination  in  the  Confederate  Army,  during  the  recent 
American  Civil  War,  18G1 — 1S65.  By  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Physi- 
ology and  Pathology  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Nashville, 
Tenu.    From  the  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

The  American  Conflict:  A  History  of  the  Great  Rebellion  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  ISGl — 18C5;  its  Causes,  Incidents  and  Results.  Intended  to  exhibit  es- 
pecially its  Moral  and  Political  phases,  with  the  Drift  and  Progress  of  American 
Opinion,  respecting  Human  Slavery,  from  1776  to  the  close  of  the  War  for  the 
Union.  By  Horace  Greeley.  Ilhistrated  by  portraits  on  steel,  of  Generals, 
Statesmen  and  other  eminent  men;  views  of  places  of  historical  interest; 
maps;  diagram  of  battlefields,  naval  actions,  etc;  from  official  sources.  Vols. 
1  and  2.  P^or  sale  by  agents.  Lewis  A.  Filbert,  133  Elm  street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Price  $10 

An  inquiry  into  the  Origin  of  Modern  Anicsthesia.  By  the  Hon.  Truman  Smith, 
Member  of  the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives  for  the  2Gth,  27th,  28th,  29th 
and  30th  Congress,  and  of  the  U.  S.  Senate  for  the  31st,  32d  and  33d  Congress. 
Hartford,  Brown  &  Gross,  1807.  Received  from  William  Wood  &  Co.,  61 
Walker  street.  New  York,  through  Breed,  Lent  &  Co.,  Buffalo. 

Practical  Dissections.  By  Richard  M.  Hodges,  M.  D.  Formerly  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Harvard  University.  Second  edi- 
tion, thoroughly  revised.  Philadelphia,  Henry  C.  Lea,  1867.  Theo.  Butler,  159 
Main  street. 

The  Half- Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences — being  an  analytical  and  crit- 
ical digest  of  the  principle  of  British  and  Continental  Medical  Works,  published 
in  the  preceding  six  months.  Vol.  XLIV;  July-December,  1806.  Philadelphia: 
Henry  C.  Lea,  1867. 

Digitalin — Its  ("hemical.  Physiological  and  Therapeutic  Action.  An  Essay  to 
which  was  awarded  a  prize  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  May,  1866. 
By  Samuel  R.  Percy,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  New  York  Medical 
College,  etc.  Extracted  from  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. 


360 


KDirOUIAL. 


All  Imiuii}-  into  the  l'iiysiolop;ical  aad  Medicinal  I'lopertios  of  tljc  Veratnim 
Vcrido;  together  witli  some  Physiological  and  Chemical  Observations  upon  the 
Alkaloid  Veratria,  oVjtained  from  this  and  other  species.  Prize  Essay,  to  which 
the  AiTiPrican  Medical  Association  awarded  the  gold  medal  for  1863.  By 
Samuel  R.  Percy,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  the  New- 
York  Medical  College,  lleprinted  from  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association. 

What  Effect  has  Meat  or  Milk  from  Diseased  Animals  upon  the  Public  Health? 
Prize  Essay  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Medical  Department  of  Columbia 
College.  186G.  By  Samuel  R.  Percy,  M.  D..  Profes.sor  of  Materia  Medica  in 
the  Kew  York  Medical  College. 

On  the  Decrease  of  the  Rate  of  Increase  of  Population  now  obtaining  in  Europe 
and  America.  By  Horatio  Robinson  Sturer.  of  Boston.  Professor  of  0)>stetric3 
and  the  Diseases  of  "Women,  in  Berkshire  Medical*  College. 


Homaopathy  in  the  University  of  Michigan. 


It  appears  that  the  recent  action  of  the  Michigan  Legislature  is  such,  that  the 
University  at  Ann  Harbor  cannot  receive  their  usual  appropriation  from  the  State 
until  a  Chair  of  Iloma  opathy  has  been  appointed.    A  Chair  of  Homftopathy  in  a 
college  leaching  rational  medicine  (?)   AVe  should  like  to  know  what  principles 
and  what  practice  could  be  agreed  upon  as  homa'opathic.    Wo  have  recently 
been  examining  journals  devoted  to  this  subject;  and  of  all  the  imbecile  and  sense- 
less statements  ever  placed  in  type,  they  furnish  those  which  stand  at  the  head. 
Homwopathy  taught  in  the  same  school  with  rational  medicine  (?)  or,  indeed, 
anywhere.    If  a  man  is  incapable  of  being  or  doing  anything  else,  he  can  take  iij) 
Homwopathy  without  any  instruction.    It  seems  to  us,  that  when  he  has  been  in 
any  measure  instructed,  he  cannot  longer  believe  in  the  vagaries  of  such  a  delu- 
sion.   We  never  had  any  great  respect  for  a  State  Medical  College,  tor  we  knew  it 
must  be  subjected  to  influences,  fatal  to  the  cultivation  of  science,  still  this 
institution  has  prospered  much  beyond  any  reasonable  expectation.    Its  medical 
staff  has  shown  itself  worthy  and  capable,  has  been  of  men  distinguished  as  teach- 
ers and  practitioners.    This  last  act  of  folly  on  the  part  of  the  State  Legislature, 
is  sufficient;  not  anything  more  is  required ;  the  whole  history  of  this  institution 
is  now  in  all  probability  written. 


American  Medical  Association. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Association  will  be  held  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  Tuesday,  May  7th,  1867,  at  11  A.  M.  Secretaries  of  all  medical  organiza- 
tions are  requested  to  forward  lists  of  their  delegates,  as  soon  as  elected,  to  the 
Permanent  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 


EDITOKIAI.. 


Article  upon  "  Cruelty  to  Animals  "  Reviewed. 

It  appears  that  our  Clerical  and  other  friends,  thought  rather  poorly  of  our  article 
'apon  the  subject  of  cruelty  to  animals,  "that  it  was  unfriendlj-  and  false,''  and  it 
•was  to  be  regretted  that  a  "medical  man  standing  so  high  as  Dr.  Miner  should 
write  or  be  responsible  for  such  an  article."  We  are  very  much  obliged  for  the 
complimentary  manner  in  -which  we  are  abused,  and  no  complaint  is  going  to  bo 
made  about  it. 

Mr.  Fillmore,  we  believe,  speaks  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Bergh  previous  to  the 
movements  in  Butfalo.  The  first  announcement  of  a  public  meeting  here,  stated  that 
it  would  be  addressed  by  an  agent  of  the  New  York  Society.  We  submit  if  these 
two  facts  did  not  justify  our  saying  that  we  thought  the  movement  was  "  in  secret 
sympathy  with  the  New  York  Society."  This  sympathy  is  denied,  and  our  state- 
ments characterized  as  false.  We  acknowledge  the  error,  and  pray  to  be  forgiven 
for  inserting  the  word  secret;  when  that  is  omitted,  the  truth  of  it  is  evident. 

To  the  charge  of  being  unfriendly,  we  propose  to  plead  guilty,  for  we  have  an 
inward  conviction  of  unfriendliness,  which  had  grown  out  of  no  unkindness  to  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Buffalo,  who  had  interested  themselves  in  this  movement. 
We  should  dislike  to  be  outdone  in  politeness,  and  will  here  assure  the  Officers  and 
?nembers  of  the  Society  of  our  hearty  approval  of,  and  general  interest  in,  the 
.legitimate  objects  of  their  association,  which  if  conducted  with  judgment  and  care, 
may  be  the  means  of  effecting  great  good.    They  are  ladies  and  gentleman  of  cul- 
ture and  scientific  attainment,  and  any  interest  may  be  safely  entrusted  to  their 
keeping;  even  vivisection  for  the  purposes  of  scientific  advancement.    We  were 
•confoBsing  to  some  unfriendliness,  but  were  diverted  a  little,  to  return  the  compl:- 
aieuts  received,  and  only  desire  briefly  to  intimate  some  of  the  reasons  for  our 
opposition.    Mr.  Bergh,  President  of  the  N.  Y.  Society,  had  rendered  himself 
most  unspeakably  disagreeable  to  us,  by  his  offensive  letters,  by  his  exaggerated 
■and  untruthful  public  descriptions  of  physiological  experiments,  by  his  Oifensive 
interference  in  the  prorisions  of  the  State  act,  to  prevent  cruelty  to  animals,  and 
by  bis  whole  course  in  administering  the  affairs  of  that  Society.    We  believed 
tha,t  Buffalo  had  gained  some  inspirations  from  this,  in  many  respects  ignorant, 
and  otherwise  than  in  these  efforts,  idle  reformer,  and  that  if  the  aftairs  of  the 
Buffalo  Society  were  to  fall  into  similar  keeping,  it  would  prove  a  similar  nuisance. 
•Some  of  the  remarks  in  the  public  meetings,  as  published  in  the  daily  papers 
upon  the  subject  of  vivisection,  appear  related  to  Mr.  Bergh's  offensive  and  un- 
truthful representations;  but  all  .sympathy  has  been  denied,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
the  affairs  of  the  Society  here,  will  be  conducted  in  such  manner  as  to  meet  gen- 
eral approval;  still  we  think  it  better  not  to  deny  many  of  the  statements  made  in 
oar  article.    We  regret  want  of  space,  to  place  before  our  readers  the  whole  facts 
-and  history  of  this  movement;  we  are  in  possession  of  documents  which  would 
instruct  many  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  it,  and  show  them  why  the  movement 
lias  been  ridiculed  and  opposed.    An  enterprise  which  commends  itself  to  the 
liberal  and  humane,  has  been  made  odious  and  disgusting  by  a  presumptuous 
willingness  in  those  who  conducted  it,  to  undertake  rcfurnis,  in  matters  of  which 
.♦Jijoy  wore  profoundly  ignorant. 
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The  First  Ari'EAiiAxcE  ok  Max  o.\  our  Pi.axet. — ■•Although  perhaps  more- 
interesting  in  an  ethnological  point  of  view,  we  caun<jt  altogether  excliido  from 
our  notice  tlie  phenomena  attending  the  first  appearance  of  Alan  on  ovir  plant  t. 
The  discoveries  of  the  last  few  years  have  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  opinions 
formerly  entertained  of  a  great  break  existing  between  the  period  when  the  now 
extinct  races  of  Mammalia  dwelt  in  our  land,  and  the  first  creation  of  man,  are  no 
longer  tenable.  Here  also  we  have  been  obliged  to  give  up  the  theory  of  great 
breaks  between  successive  formations.  As  we  find  a  gradual  passage  from  one 
geological  formation  to  another  evidenced  by  the  gradual  dying  out  of  the  pre- 
existing forms  of  animal  life,  and  the  gradual  introduction  of  newer,  and  generally 
higher  forms,  (although  we  do  not  yet  understand  the  law  of  such  progessive- 
changes,]  so,  when  we  come  to  the  most  recent,  or  Qarternary,  periods  in  geolog- 
ical chronology,  wo  find  evidence  of  Man's  existence  on  the  earth  before  the  final 
disappearance  of  thoso  varied  forms  of  mammalian  life  w'hich  have  hitherto  been 
generally  looked  upon  as  belonging  to  the  final  period  of  the  geological  cicle. 
Thus  Man  of  the  present  day  is  connected  by  an  almost  unbroken  series  of  links 
with  the  recently  discovered  Foraminifera  of  the  Laurentian  gnei.ss." — Annivet^ 
ftary  Address  of  the  President  (Sir  ]i.  I.  Marcldson )  of  the  Geological  Socitiy  of 
London,  ISOG. 


To  CoNTRiiu  Tous. — Interesting  communications  have  been  received  whicli  will 
appear  in  our  next  number.    Correspondents  and  contributors  will  be  patient 
with  us;  our  pages  have  recently  been  provided  for  a  long  time  in  advance  of 
publication.  / 


Z^W"  ^^  <^  have  received  the  first  numbers  of  the  American  Xaturalist.  a  joui.ia? 
devoted  to  the  interest  of  Natural  Science,  to  which  we  desire  to  call  the  especial 
notice  of  those  of  our  readers  who  are  interested  in  the  advances  so  rapidly  being- 
made  in  this  department. 


Ovariotomy — Use  oftue  Actvai.  Cai  teiiy  for  the  Divisioxof  the  Pedicle. 
The  remarkable  success  which  has.  recently  crowned  this  operation,  where  th& 
pedicle  and  the  adhesions  have  been  divided  by  the  actual  cautery,  seems  to  place' 
the  operation  of  ovariotomy  beyond  all  cavil.  The  instrument  employed  by  Mr. 
Baker  Brown  for  this  purpose  is,  as  we  understand,  a  wedge-shaped  piece  of  iron, 
with  which  the  division  is  accomplished  by  a  sawing  motion. 


Clitorideptomt. — Mr.  Baker  Brown  and  Mr.  Philip  Rarper.  in  deference  to 
the  ojunion  of  the  medical  press  on  the  suVjject  of  clitoi  idectomy.  have  determined 
not  to  perform  the  operation  in  the  London  Surgical  Home,  pending  professional 
inquiry  into  its  validity  as  a  scientific  and  justifiable  operation.  What  now  -will 
be  the  chance  of  recovery  for  the  poor  epileptic  female  with  a  clitoris? — .V^dicaJ 
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Original  Communications. 


ART.  I — Abstract  of  the  Proceediiujs  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association. 

Tuesday  Evening,  April  2d,  1867. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  the  Tresident.  Mem- 
bers present — Drs.  Gould,  Strong,  White,  Miner,  Trowbridge, 
Lockwood,  J.  R.  Lothrop,  Shaw,  Smith,  Rochester,  Gay,  Jansen, 
Eiirger,  F.  W.  Abbott,  Brown  and  Johnson. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approA'ed. 

By  vote  of  the  meeting  the  regular  order  of  business  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  Treasurer's  Report  read. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  White,  the  report  was  accepted  and  referred 
to  the  auditing  board. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Samo,  Dr.  B.  II.  Dagget  was  invited  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Association  until  the  next  meeting  of  Erie 
County  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  F.  W.  Abbott  was  elected  to  membership. 

By  vote  of  the  Association  the  Treasurer  was  allowed  to  make 
a  special  report  at  some  future  meeting. 

Disertations  on  designated  sulijects  being  in  order.  Dr.  J.  R. 
Lothrop  read  the  following  paper: 

This  paper  will  be  devoted  to  an  examination  of  some  of  the 
actions  of  mercury.  I  ought  to  say  in  the  outset,  that  in  this  I 
do  not  aim  to  present  anything  of  my  own  originating,  aiming- 
only  to  express  as  well  as  I  may  the  opinions  of  others.  These 
VOL.  6,  NO.  10 — 47. 
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opinions  will  probably  not  be  accepted  by  all,  fox*  they,  in  some 
measure,  call  in  question  beliefs  long  entertained  and  taught,  and 
almost  thought  to  be  beyond  question.  It  is  always  an  ungracious 
task  to  combat  what  has  been  taken  for  granted,  being  supposed 
to  rest  upon  well-founded  facts,  and  to  undertake  to  show  that  the 
facts  are  no  facts.  It  is  always  unpleasant  to  attempt  to  unsettle 
beliefs,  for  many  obvious  reasons,  but  especially  that  it  exposes  to 
a  charge  of  skepticism,  in  itself  confessedly  a  state  of  mind  not 
to  be  applauded  or  encouraged.  But  a  glance  at  the  history  of 
medical  and  scientilic  inquiry  will  convince  any  one  of  this;  facts 
have  been  taken  for  granted  upou  insufficient  evidence,  or  being 
believed  to  be  true,  have  so  fur  controlled  the  mind  as  to  have 
with  it  the  force  of  truth  itself,  and  thereby  to  make  it  incapable 
of  detecting  the  error  which  underlies.  In  other  words,  error 
once  taken  for  tiuth,  has  a  most  retarding  influence  upon  all 
inquiry — for  what  is  believed  to  be  true  dominates  the  mind  as 
forcibly  as  what  is  absolutely  true.  I  would  not  be  understood  to 
undervalue  the  only  stable  foundation  in  medicine,  for  the  facts 
which  we  accept,  viz:  experience  rightly  interpreted.  I  only  wish 
to  keep  before  the  mind  the  liabilit}'  that  exists  to  misinterpret 
experience,  of  which  there  is  so  much  in  medical  inquiry,  instruc- 
tive to  the  earnest  inquirer. 

We  all  know  how  a  preconceived  idea  warps  inquiry — for  under 
the  leading  of  what  we  are  prepared  or  wish  to  find  true,  even  obser- 
vation and  experience,  our  only  safe  guides,  mislead  us;  inclining 
us  to  feel,  see,  hear  and  believe  not  the  actual,  but  the  supjjosed — 
not  the  real  error,  but  the  seeming  truth.  I  must  allow,  however, 
that  when  we  trust  ourselves  to  talk  much  about  the  "fallacies  of 
experience,"  we  are  exposing  ourselves  to  the  hazard  of  unsettling 
beliefs  which  are  well  founded,  and  drifting  into  a  wide  sea  of 
skepticism.  There  is  no  more  just  source  of  pride  to  scientific 
medicine,  than  the  teaching  of  its  accumulated  exijerience.  But 
at  the  same  time,  all  will  acknowledge  that  a  reliance  upon  author- 
ity, in  as  far  as  it  inclines  the  mind  to  rest,  and  represses  independ- 
ent thought,  is  to  be  deprecated. 

With  this  extended  introduction,  which  ought  perhaps  to  be  called 
a  sort  of  begging  of  the  question,  I  will  enter  upon  the  subject  to 
be  considered. 
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Mercury  was  known  to  the  ancients  and  by  them  employed.  Its 
use,  however,  was  external  only,  in  diseases  of  the  skin  and  in 
parasitic  affections.  The  older  physicians  used  it,  but  with  a 
salutary  dread  of  the  unj^leasant  results  which  followed  its  free 
employment.  For  the  fact  that  it  caused  tremblings,  paleness, 
wasting,  and  ulcers  of  the  mouth,  seems  to  have  been  known  to 
Aristotle,  and  the  Arabians  in  addition  seemed  to  have  been 
acquainted  with  its  property  of  causing  salivation.  Europeans 
much  later  learned  the  use  of  it  from  the  Moors  of  Spain  and  the 
Saracens  during  the  Crusades,  but  then  only  externally  or  by 
fumigation.  Later  its  powers  in  S3'philis  made  it  more  generally 
known.  Syphilis  was  attended  with  skin  affections,  and  the  fact 
probably  led  to  a  knowledge  of  its  virtues  as  a  special  curative 
agent  in  this  disease.  This  special  curative  action  of  mercury 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  fallacies  of  experience,  but 
is  entitled  to  have  the  sway  of  an  actual  fact.  This  1  do  not  pro- 
pose to  question. 

The  internal  use  of  mercury  had  its  introduction  if  not  its  origin 
chiefly  from  Paracelsus  and  his  followers,  but  still  mainly  confined 
to  S3Tphilis.  Gradually  its  use  was  extended  to  other  diseases. 
For  we  find  it  proposed  and  employed  in  inflammatory  diseases, 
fevers,  scrofula  and  induration,  though  there  was  not  an  agreement 
as  to  its  benefits  in  all.  By  some  it  was  extravagantly  praised. 
Thus  Belloste  writing  in  1695,  speaks  of  it  as  "one  of  nature's 
miracles  and  a  most  rare  gift  of  Providence."  B}^  others  it  was 
styled  the  Sampson  of  the  Materia  Medica.  In  modern  times  it 
has  become  a  somewhat  shorn  Sampson. 

Richter  declared  that  the  gradual  extension  of  its  use  rested 
"far  more  upon  a  direct  experience  of  its  virtues  than  upon  the 
scientific  and  often  plausible  theories  invented  to  explain  its  opera- 
tion, and  which  led  to  gross  errors  in  pi-actice."  If  this  statement 
could  be  fully  accepted  and  we  could  believe  that  its  use  had  always 
been,  or  now  always  is,  founded  upon  "direct  experience  of  its- 
virtues,"  the  various  uses  of  the  remedy  could  not  be  called  in 
question,  and  we  should  have  less  frequent  occasion  in  witnessing 
its  abuse,  to  regret  that  the  earlier  and  simpler  belief  of  its  powers 
has  not  been  maintained  to  the  present.  It  is  somewhat  strange 
that  upon  the  point  of  its  absorption,  a  fact  now  so  unquestioned, 
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there  should  have  been  any  difference  of  opinion.  For  upon  this 
fact  depend  nearly  all  the  actions  which  have  been  ascribed  to  it; 
at  least  all  those  actions  which  have  been  considered  its  special 
and  most  important  ones.  Yet  Dr.  Physick,  in  his  time,  wrote  an 
essay  to  prove  that  it  was  not  absorbed,  but  acted  sympathetically. 
An  instance  of  the  misleading  of  theor\',  full  of  wholesome  instruc- 
tion. 

Of  a  kindred  nature  was  the  theory  that  its  salivary  action  must 
be  carried  to  a  great  extent  in  order  that  its  full  benefits  should 
be  obtained.  Boerhave  caused  his  patients  to  spit  three  or  four 
pounds  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  Turner  declared  two  or  throe 
quarts  "a  good  and  sufllcieut  discharge;"  and  these  undoubtedly 
were  to  them  the  lessons  of  experience.  To  this  test  also  of  expe- 
rience could  be  referred  that  custom  formerly  so  prevalent  of  sub- 
jecting all  cases  of  fever  to  a  salivation  greater  or  less  as  essential, 
and  an  indication  of  recovery.  The  cases  in  which  this  action 
could  not  be  induced  were  observed  to  be  mostly  fatal.  The 
explanation,  however,  of  this  observed  action,  is  now  well  enough 
known  to  be  very  different,  and  both  the  indication  and  practice 
to  be  without  value. 

Pereira  classes  mercury  among  Sjiana^mics  or  medicines  that  pro- 
mote secretion  and  exhalation  generall3%  soften  and  loosen  tex- 
tures, check  phlegmonous  inflammation,  lessen  inflammatory  effu- 
sions, aud  promote  their  re-absorption.  As  he  expresses  it  more 
formally',  "  in  my  opinion  mercury  is  an  alterative  and  a  liquefa- 
cient  spanjemic."  A  good  many  of  the  above  actions  can  be  cov- 
ered by  the  term  alterative,  and  probably  the  definition  is  extensive 
enough  to  pretty  well  include  modern  ideas  upon  its  action.  We 
are  well  aware  that  .the  term  alterative  is  made  to  cover  a  wide 
therapeutical  ground,  and  one  would  have  a  long  list,  if  he  should 
write  down  the  particular  diseases  in  which  the  alterative  action  of 
mercury  is  sought  for. 

"Whether  mercury  has  all  the  properties  above  attributed  to  it, 
or  not,  I  shall  not  now  undertake  to  inquire.  That  some  of  the 
secretions  are  increased,  in  the  face  of  the  many  cases  in  which  an 
increased  flow  of  saliva  is  perceptible  to  eyes  even  disposed  to  see 
what  they  look  for,  cannot  be  denied.  As  to  its  influence  over 
secretion,  it  may  also  be  safcl}^  said  tliat  its  jjurgative  action  is  in 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION.  3  ?  3 

some  way  connected  with  this  influence,  either  as  cause  or  effect. 
It  increases  the  secretion  of  the  pancreas  without  doubt.  It  is 
probably  true  that  it  increases  the  secretion  of  the  follicles  of  the 
intestines,  and  it  may  be,  thus  acts  as  a  purgative ;  though  most  pf 
its  purgative;  influence  is  believed  to  depend  upon  its  special  action 
upon  the  liver,  promoting  a  greater  flow  of  bile,  and  thereby  aid- 
ing or  causins:  catharsis.  Whether  this  belief  is  well  founded  is 
to  some  a  matter  of  doubt,  but  of  its  purgative  action,  and  througli 
this,  highly  beneficial  action,  there  can  be  no  question.  Whether 
it  is  specially  beneficial  as  a  purgative,  or  better  than  manj^,  or 
any  other  purgative,  depends  very  much  on  the  belief  of  the  prac- 
titioner who  uses  it.  But  while  one  may  express  a  doubt  whether 
its  special  benefits  as  a  purgative,  rest  upon  a  secure  foundation 
of  observation,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  many  cases  its  pur- 
gative action  is  followed  by  most  marked  relief  in  certain  cases. 

In  what  has  been  said  above,  no  definite  distinction  has  been 
kept  in  view  between  secretion  and  excretion.  The  latter  as  well 
as  the  former  we  know,  has  many  important  and  essential  oflSces  in 
the  healtliy  working  of  the  organs  and  functions  of  the  body. 
Both,  it  ma}'  be  admitted,  are  influenced  if  not  speciall}-,  j'et  influ- 
enced l)y  the  action  of  mercury.  Which  eflect  is  the  most  impor- 
tant it  is  not  my  purpose  now  to  undertake  to  set  forth.  This  is 
onl}'  alluded  to  in  connection  with  the  reputed  action  of  mercury  to 
cause  absorption  of  fluids  from  the  cavities.  By  whichever  pro- 
cess, secretion  or  excretion,  it  is  mostly  eflfected,  there  have  been 
few  to  doubt  tliat  the  action  is  a  real  one  and  well  established  hy 
facts. 

It  has  been  attributed  to  increased  activity  of  the  absorbents. 
On  the  other  hand  Headland  thinks  that  mercury  favors  absorption 
and  counteracts  efi"usion,  by  its  impoverishing  effects  upon  the 
blood,  thereby  both  weakening  the  force  of  the  heart  and  dimin- 
ishing the  pressure  on  the  blood-vessels.  This  is  mainly  an  efl'ect 
upon  nutrition.  But  at  present  the  fact  is  more  imjiortant  than 
the  theory,  and  in  view  of  all  experience  upon  the  subject,  it  may 
))e  questioned  whether  the  fact  exists.  At  least  whether  mercuiy 
as  we  would  now  a-days  give  it,  is  a  helpful  agent  in  the  process. 
Of  course  effusions  liave  various  causes,  as  for  instance  mechanical, 
wliich  unfit  them  to  be  acted  upon  by  mercury,  but  the  favorable 
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cases  do  not  exhibit  always  its  expected  benefits.  The  action  of 
mercury  in  excess,  as  inhaling  vapors  habituall}',  causes  wastings 
and  disappearance  of  effusions,  but  the  same  is  true  of  cholera,  and 
what  is  a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  latter,  would  not  satisfy  the 
accepted  theory  of  action  of  the  former.  But  as  this  opens  too 
broad  a  field  of  inquir}^,  for  the  present  time,  1  will  limit  myself 
to  tlie  examination  of  two,  according  to  generally  accepted  doc- 
trines, most  prominent  actions  of  mercury,  viz:  its  cliolagogue 
and  its  antiplastic  properties. 

The  power  of  mercuiy  to  increase  the  secretion  of  bile  has  been 
thought  to  be  too  certain,  to  be  questioned.  The  practice  of  a 
large  number  of  physicians  is  based  upon  that  supposed  fact. 
Torpor  of  the  liver,  in  certain  conditions  of  illness,  either  as  cause 
or  consequence,  or  as  a  concomitant,  has  been  assumed  to  exist, 
as  a  definite  functional  derangement,  almost  capable  of  demonstra- 
tion. This  taken  for  granted,  a  mercurial  in  larger  or  smaller 
doses  has  been  deemed  necessary,  stimulating  the  faulty  organ 
to  its  proper  duty.  The  practice  is  based  upon  belief  of  the 
fact.  It  is  not  merely  a  belief  that  mercury  increases  all  secre- 
tion, the  bile  among  others,  but  that  it  acts  in  a  special  manner  on 
the  liver.  Thus  we  find  Dr.  Wilson  Philip  writing:  "  Mercury  has 
a  special  operation  on  the  liver — a  power  not  merel}'  of  exciting 
its  functions,  but  of  correcting  the  various  derangements  of  that 
function,  in  a  way  which  it  does  not  possess  -with  respect  to  any 
other  organ,  and  which  no  other  medicine  possesses  with  respect 
to  the  liver."  Perhaps  there  would  be  many  who  would  not  think 
that  there  were  any  facts  to  warrant  so  broad  a  statement;  but 
yet,  I  think,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  number  would  be  large 
to  whom  this  special  action  of  morcur}^  in  some  dose  would  have 
the  sway  of  an  actual  fact.  As  to  the  method  by  Avhich  this  action 
is  produced  the  agreement  would  be  less  general.  Various  the- 
ories of  action  have  been  proposed. 

Some  assume  tliat  it  makes  the  bile  more  liquid,  and  thus  pro- 
motes its  flow;  others  that  it  directly  stimulates  the  secreting  cells 
of  the  liver;  and  still  others  that  it  liquifies  the  secretion  of  the 
bile  duct,  and  thus  favors  the  discharge.  The  second,  viz: 
direct  action  on  the  liver  itself,  is  the  most  commonly  accepted 
method.    But  as  before  said,  the  belief  accepted,  upon  what  proofs 
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does  it  rest  ?  I  suppose  in  the  first  place,  most  would  say,  experi- 
ence proves  it.  Jaundice  and  enlargement  of  the  liver,  have  more 
rapidly  disappeared  when  it  has  been  used,  besides  the  discharges 
themselves  have  been  evidence  of  this  action. '  Bile  has  appeared 
abundantly  in  the  faecal  evacuations  after  its  use.  This  has  been 
indicated  by  a  change  of  color,  in  some  cases  a  green,  in  others  a 
dark  color,  being  the  indication  of  its  presence.  This  is  more 
especially  convincing  if  just  before,  the  stools  were  clayey,  or,  as 
commonly  stated,  free  from  bile.  But  this  matter  ol"  color  is  less 
convincing,  if  the  green  color  is  due,  as  Dr.  Thudicum  and  others 
assert,  to  an  actual  change  in  mercury  itself,  that  is,  becoming  a 
sub-sulphide ;  or  if  the  dark  color  is  in  all  cases  derived  from  the 
colon,  as  Dr.  Inman  believes.  The  latter  from  observation  feels 
warranted  in  saying  that  the  intestinal  contents  are  never  dark 
brown,  or  even  deep  yellow,  but  whitish,  prior  to  their  passage 
through  the  ileo-coacal  valve.  In  the  colon,  they  get  their  brown 
fjBcal  hue.  Clayey  stools  are  not  then  a  proof  that  the  secretion 
of  bile  is  arrested,  but  that  the  colon  is  functionally  disturbed; 
and  moreover,  in  deep  jaundice,  when  no  bile  flows  into  the  intes- 
tine, the  stools  are  often  dark.  If  dark  stools  succeed  clayey, 
after  a  dose  of  mercurial,  so  they  do  after  other  purgatives,  and 
even  without  purgatives;  and  if  they  prove  anything,  j^i'ove  as 
well  that  mercury  like  other  purgatives  acts  upon  the  colon,  as 
that  it  acts  upon  the  liver.  Dr.  Thudicum  however,  though  he 
admits  that  cholochrome,  or  the  coloring  matter  of  bile,  appears  in 
healthy  fieces,  still  denies  that  mercury  increases  the  amount  of 
bile,  rather  that  it  diminishes  it.  This  opinion  he  puts  forth  based 
upon  the  experiments  of  Mosler,  Scott,  Nasse,  Kolliker  and  Miiller, 
who  found  that  by  calomel  the  bile  was  diminished.  It  is  true  that 
the  experiments  were  made  upon  dogs,  and  the  doses  purgative. 
But  inasmuch  as  other  drugs  have  not  acted  diflerently  on  dogs  and 
men,  it  may  be  inferred  mercury  would  not;  and  though  the  doses 
were  purgative,  the  faith  in  the  cholagogue  action  of  mercury,  has 
not  been  limited  to  small  doses,  but  has  been  equally  great  in  all 
doses ;  so  that  if  large  doses  are  found  to  fail,  small  would  be  as 
likely  to.  It  may  be  said  that  mercury  may  not  increase  the  secre- 
tion of  bile  in  a  healthy,  but  it  will  do  so  in  a  diseased  state  of  the 
liver.    This  argument  will  not  apply  to  other  organs.  Diseased 
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kidneys  are  not  acted  upon  by  medicines  wliich  are  inoperative  in 
healtli.  Some  sucli  idea  has  been  held,  for  Cliapman  says  that 
free  use  of  mercury  may  derange  the  liver — meaning  I  suj^pose  a 
healthy  one  —  and  prodme  ictcrose  affections,  and  Cheyne  says 
that  mercurials  produce  jaundice.  Thus  the  agent  which  cures 
jaundice  and  enlargement  of  the  liver,  may  cause  them;  not  upon 
any  homujopatliic  theory,  but  upon  the  theory  of  over-stimulation. 
Due  allowance  must  be  made,  when  mercury  fails  in  jaundice,  for 
the  cases  which  arise  from  obstruction  of  the  ducts  and  not  from 
any  fault  in  the  secreting  power  of  the  liver,  and  thus  not  expect 
of  it  what  it  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  accoinplish. 

After  what  has  been  said  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  think 
the  action  of  mercury  to  increase  the  secretion  of  bile  may  be 
called  in  question.  In  reply  to  the  statement  that  very  docided 
relief  does  follow  mercury,  in  disorders  of  the  liver,  either  without 
or  with  general  disorder,  I  might  say  that  it  could  as  well  be  got 
by  any  other  purgative  as  active;  and  therefore  at  less  cost. 
But  the  belief  that  mercury  acts  upon  the  liver  is  not  confined  to 
large  doses.  Small  doses,  frequently  repeated,  are  believed  to 
have  the  same  action.  This  of  course  is  founded  upon  experience 
and  facts,  as  to  jaundice,  enlargements,  and  color  of  stools;  like 
those  which  bear  upon  large,  which  have  been  noticed. 

The  second  question  in  relation  to  mercury  is,  does  it  possess 
such  antiplastic  power  as  to  give  it  a  control  over  inflammation;  i.e. 
to  limit  or  remove  its  products  ?  If  we  read  most  works  on  prac- 
tice, and  works  which  treat  of  inflammation  of  special  organs,  we 
shall  find  mercury  about  the  first  remedy  projiosed.  In  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain  it  has  been  deemed  essential ;  likewise  in  acute 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  heart,  bowels,  and  by  many,  of  the  liver 
in  some  stages.  In  inflammation  of  serous  membranes  it  is  used 
to  prevent  adhesion,  or  effusion ;  in  mucous  membranes  to  prevent 
or  soften  exudations.  Upon  what  theoretical  grounds  has  this  been 
accepted  ?  I  will  pass  over  the  various  hypotheses  of  its  action  and 
state  what  is  observed.  When  mercury  has  been  for  a  long  time 
taken  internally,  or  when  men  or  animals  have  been  much  exposed 
to  its  influence,  certain  conditions  are  observed  to  arise,  which  seem 
to  depend  upon  some  change  in  the  blood.  The  tissues  become  soft, 
new  formation^  disappear,  healed  wounds  open.    There  is  paleness^ 
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wasting  and  oedema;  all,  signs  of  impoverislied  blood.  In  other 
words,  the  blood  is  supi^osed  to  have  lost  a  portion  of  its  solid 
constituents,  so  that  the  amount  is  less  than  normal.  It  has  there- 
fore an  unwonted  fluidity  and  tends  to  escape;  bleeding  being  com- 
mon and  sometimes  excessive.  These  changes  indicate  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  material  which  is  in  excess  in  inflammation,  and  which 
furnishes  the  exudations  observed  as  a  result  of  it.  It  seems  then 
pretty  clear  that,  if  mercury  has  the  power  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  the  solid  matter  of  the  blood,  when  they  are  7iormal,  it  will 
equally  diminish  them  when  the  amount  is  in  excess,  and  thus  pre- 
vent the  admitted  physical  change  produced  by  inflammation  as  a 
result  of  this  excess  of  fibrin,  viz:  exudation  upon  membranes,  cr 
into  the  tissues  of  the  solid  organs.  On  the  other  hand,  it  equally 
by  this  very  aijlastic  power,  aids  in  the  removal  of  tliose  products 
of  inflammation  when  once  they  are  formed.  For  if  by  continued 
use  it  impairs  the  coagulability  of  the  blood,  and  causes  wasting  of 
the  solids  of  the  normal  body,  it  certainly  seems  highly  probable 
that  the  feebly  organized  exudations  of  inflammation  will  give  way 
before  it.  This  argument  is  equally  applicable  to  indurations  and 
adventitious  growths,  such  as  tumors;  being  less  highly  organized 
than  the  normal  structures,  they  must  yield  to  a  power  that  can 
act  upon  the  higher  formations.  Such  theoretical  reasoning  is 
more  plausible  than  sound.  For  on  the  other  hand  it  has  been 
asserted,  and  it  is  without  doubt  true,  that  mercury  has  itself 
given  rise  to  i^lastic  formations,  Equallj'^  plausible  explanations  on 
theoretical  grounds  can  be  given  to  account  for  it.  Plastic  forma- 
tions are  caused  by  fibrinous  exudation,  but  for  this  last,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  there  should  be  an  absolute  excess  of  fibrin  in  the 
blood ;  proportionate  excess  is  equally  productive.  This  propor- 
tionate excess  occurs  when  from  an3^  circumstance  the  number  of 
red  globules  is  diminished.  The  paleness  observed  in  those  who 
have  taken  mercury  for  any  time,  has  certainly  a  very  close  resem- 
blance to  the  pallor  of  aniwmia,  and  hence  seems  to  warrant  the 
inference  that  in  them  there  is  a  diminution  of  the  number  of  red 
globules  of  the  blood,  and  a  relative  increase  of  fibrin.  The  buify 
coat  which  is  so  much  relied  upon  as  proof  of  the  inflammatory 
state  of  the  blood,  appears  equally  in  the  blood  of  aniemics,  and 
of  mercurial  anajmics.  Hence,  as  in  absolute  excess  of  fibrin, 
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there  is  ample  reason  to  look  for  plastic  formations.  If  we  pur- 
sue the  theoretical  statement  to  its  legitimate  conclusion,  there  are 
equally  good  theoretical  reasons  for  believing  that  mercury  may 
remove  fibrinous  exudations;  and  cause  then.  Moreover  some 
slight  inference  in  the  same  direction,  may  be  drawn  from  the  fact 
that  mercury  is  a  cause  of  a  disturbance  of  the  system,  if  not 
inflammator}',  at  least  of  a  febrile  character,  which  is  ordinarily 
supposed  to  add  inflammatory  elements  to  the  blood.  Thus,  in 
whatever  way  we  approach  the  subject  theoretically,  we  find  that  the 
aplastic  action  of  mercury  is  hard  to  establish  by  any  rational 
explanation.  If,  however,  we  cannot  tell  the  how,  I  presume  there 
are  enough  who  will  not  disbelieve  the  fact — or  I  should  say  the 
assumed  fact — for  nothing  is  a  fact  till  it  is  indubitable. 

But  wherever  theory  may  lead  us,  and  whatever  difficulties  it 
may  throw  over  the  matter,  experience  is  confidently  appealed  to. 
In  the  settlement  of  a  therapeutic  question,  we  can  very  seldom 
arrive  at  a  certainty,  i.  e.  we  can  not  demonstrate  it  as  we  can 
a  geometrical  problem.  The  beliefs  of  careful  and  candid  ob- 
servers must  then  be  allowed  to  influence  the  question,  for  those 
beliefs  have  the  best  foundation  possible  in  the  case,  viz :  experi- 
ence. Dr.  Latham  pi-obably  expresses  the  convictions  entertained 
by  p.  great  many  physicians,  accounted  men  of  correct  judgment, 
when  he  says,  speaking  of  the  treatment  of  acute  affections  of  the 
brain,  lungs,  pleura,  peritoneum,  etc.,  "mercury  does  not  super- 
cede blood-letting;  but  aids  its  antiphlogistic  powers,  and  yet 
spares  its  amount."  The  meaning  of  which  is,  that  mercury  aids 
bleeding  or  may  serve  as  a  substitute  for  it,  in  cases  where  it 
would  not  be  deemed  advisable.  We  might  sa}^  that  experience 
has  convineed  men  that  mercury  is  in  its  action  more  destructive 
than  constructive,  and  when  its  destructive  action  is  sought,  it  is  in 
cases  where  a  morbid  product  is  to  be  got  rid  of. 

In  most  instances,  the  argument  from  experience  has  been  drawn 
from  results  not  pei'ceptible  to  the  ej^e.  In  most  cases  men 
have  not  seen  the  process  of  removal.  Acute  diseases  which 
end  often  in  effusions,  adhesions,  contractions,  and  indurations, 
interfering  with  the  proper  movements  and  functions  of  organs, 
have,  when  treated  by  mercury,  less  frequently  terminated  with . 
Buch  results.    Therefore  it  was  maintained  that  the  exudation 
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at  the  bottom  of  such  results,  was  prevented,  or  removed  by 
the  aplastic  power  of  mercury.  But  in  the  single  instance  of 
iritis,  the  course  of  things  was  plain  to  the  eye.  In  that  disease 
the  disappearance  of  plastic  material  poured  into  and  upon  the 
delicate  structure  of  the  iris  could  be  watclied,  and  the  accel- 
erating influence  of  mercury  on  the  process,  was  supposed  to 
be  clearly  visible.  Men  saw  in  this  more  even  than  the  has- 
tening of  removal;  they  saw  also  the  limiting  power  of  mercury. 
The  deposit  was  made  less  by  it.  Hence  it  was  essential, 
and  without  it  the  worst  results  would  fellow.  Therefore  no  man 
dared  leave  mercury  out  of  the  treatment  of  iritis;  and  because 
the  exudation  was  retarded  or  removed,  and  the  worst  results  pre- 
vented, no  question  was  raised  as  to  the  action.  But  Dr.  Williams 
had  the  courage  to  treat  a  number  of  cases  without  mercury,  and 
found  that  the  results  were  about  the  same  as  to  the  amount  of 
exudation,  time  of  disappearance,  and  permanent  effect  upon  the 
iris. 

These  cases  are  important,  inasmuch  as  the}'  call  in  question 
experience,  and  show  how  much  it  has  been  looking  for  results, 
rather  than  waiting  for  them.  In  other  words,  seeing  what  it  was 
supposed  would  happen,  rather  than  what  actually  did  take  place. 
And  yet  experience  must  not  be  thought  valueless,  with  all  its 
fallacies,  for  after  all  it  is  the  best  ground  we  have.  If  experience 
cannot  settle  these  questions  they  will  remain  unsettled.  How 
much  it  has  to  do,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  it  has  been 
thought  to  have  established  the  truth  of  much  that  is  now  known 
to  be  error.  The  homoeopathist  appeals  as  confidentl}'  to  experi- 
ence as  any  one.  He  says,  you  may  show  the  homoeopathic  theory 
to  be  groundless,  and  the  infinitesimal  theor}^  absurd,  but  in  prac- 
tice the  system  is  a  success,  i.  e.  experience  shows  it.  Exjierience 
rightly  interpreted  shows  no  such  thing.  How,  rightly  to  read 
experience  is  indeed  a  great  matter,  requiring  the  finest  powers  of 
mind,  and  an  immense  number  of  instances.  But  with  all  its  difli- 
culties  it  is  the  best  means  we  have,  and  we  must  give  the  beliefs 
of  the  best  minds,  drawn  from  experience,  the  greatest  weight  in 
the  decision  of  many  questions. 

I  have  in  this  paper  meant  to  be  understood,  to  entertain  doubt 
about  tbe  cholagogue  action  of  mercury  as  a  special  action.  I 
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have  meant  also  to  express  m}'  almost  total  unbelief  in  its  posses- 
sion of  aplastic  powers,  and  my  equal  unbelief  in  its  usefulness, 
from  any  such  property,  if  it  has  it,  in  inflammation.  I  acknowl- 
edge its  advantages  as  a  purgative.  I  admit  its  power  over  secre- 
tion, especially  the  salivary.  It  acts  powerful!}^,  apparently  on  the 
glandular  system.  It  cures  sj'philis,  I  am  fully  persuaded.  I 
know  of  no  theory  of  its  actions  which  will  explain  them.  I  would 
not  deride  experience,  only  protest  against  hasty  conclusions  and 
wrong  interpretations  of  it.  No  more  harm  can  come  from  skep- 
ticism, than  from  such  extravagant  statements  of  its  power  as  this, 
by  an  English  physician,  Dr.  Martin,  editor  of  Dr.  Johnson's  work 
oil  tropical  climates.  Speaking  of  its  action  in  diseases  of  the 
liver,  he  says:  "It  is  in  fact  by  this  veiy  double  action  of  purging 
and  increasing  the  secretion  at  the  same  time,  that  calomel  relieves 
the  loaded  and  inactive  vessels  of  the  diseased  gland,  not  to  speak 
of  the  other  acknowledged  physiological  influences  of  the  mineral, 
such  as  its  increase  of  all  the  secretions  and  excretions  of  the  bodj'; 
its  influence  on  the  cajMllary  circulation;  its  febrifuge  effect;  the 
peculiar  specific  power  attributed  to  it  by  physicians  and  surgeons 
as  an  antagonist  to  inflammations,  whether  general  or  local;  its 
stimulant  power  over  the  absorbent  functions;  its  j^ower  of  unload- 
ing at  the  same  time  that  it  gives  a  new  impulse  to  the  vascular 
system;  its  peculiar  power  in  removing  viscid  and  tenacious  in- 
testinal secretions;  its  antiphlogistic,  solvent,  and  alterative  effects 
on  the  blood ; — these  are  the  actions  and  uses  ascribed  to  mercurj' 
by  the  ablest  British  practitioners  and  authors,  and  they  are  such 
as  to  place  this  remedy  second  bnl}^  in  importance  to  blood-letting. 
I  think  the  ablest  American  would  hardly  go  as  far  as  the  ablest 
British  practitioners  are  thus  said  to  go.  French  and  German 
practitioners  are  rather  inclined  to  skepticism  on  the  subject,  and 
think  the  English  and  American  physicians  given  over  to  extreme 
confidence.  Yet  Trousseau  rebukes  their  incredulity,  and  says, 
there  must  be  good  ground  for  the  confidence  felt  in  the  antiphlo- 
gistic power  of  mercury,  and  laments  the  prejudice  of  his  country- 
men against  this  "heroic  remedy."  That  I  run  counter  to  the 
belief  of  many  in  what  I  have  said,  I  am  fully  aware. 

But  as  to  the  value  of  mercury  in  many  important  acute  inflamma- 
ations,  there  is  a  difference  among  the  best  authors.    To  instance  a 
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few :  In  pericarditis,  when  acute,  Graves  sa3's,  and  Stokes  agrees, 
our  best  efforts  will  be  unavailing,  "unless  they  be  succeeded  by  a 
speedy  mercurialization  of  the  system."  But  Dr.  Markham  sa3's, 
"The  actual  influence  which  the  remedy  possesses  over  the  disease 
has  yet  to  be  shown."  Dr.  Flint  says  that,  experience  has  prepared 
him  to  take  a  decided  jDOsition  in  opposition  to  the  importance  of 
this  measure.  Fuller  has  seen  pericarditis  come  on  during  saliva- 
tion, and  therefore  is  not  a  believer  in  its  power  to  cure.  The  real 
value  of  mercury  in  endo-carditis  has  yet  to  be  shown,  though 
mau}^  think  it  safer  to  use  than  to  withhold  it.  Dr.  Walshe  consid- 
ers mercuralization  in  acute  pleuris}^  not  inferior  to  bleeding,  but 
many  good  phj'sicians  cannot  see  the  need  or  advantage  of  either. 
While  Gooch,  Velpeau,  Churchill,  and  others  think  mercury  neces- 
sary in  peritonitis.  Dr.  Meigs  rejects  it,  trusting  to  bleeding;  and 
Canstatt  thinks  mercury  as  useless  as  bleeding.  I  think  we  could 
find  practitioners  here  who  would  agree  with  the  last.  In  pneumo. 
nia  while  English  pliysicians  generally,  think  mercurj^  essential, 
Grisolle  says  he  would  not  venture  to  emploj^  it;  and  Flint  has 
never  had  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  its  disuse.  I  might  con' 
tinue  citations  from  other  sources,  but  as  I  have  already  occupied 
too  much  time  and  tried  your  patience,  I  will  bring  the  paper  to 
a  close  with  the  remark,  that  I  am  as  anxious  as  any  one  to  learn 
what  ex2)erience  does  really  teach,  and  to  follow  the  leading  of 
truth,  ascertained  truth,  let  it  lead  where  it  will. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  the  paper.  Dr.  Gay  moved 
that  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  tendered  to  Dr.  Lothrop  for 
his  able  and  interesting  paper.  The  vote  was  unanimous  in  the 
affirmative. 

Dr.  Rochester  remarked  that  he  had  listened  with  interest  to 
the  paper  just  read,  and  did  not  arise  to  make  any  point  or  enter 
into  an  extended  discussion  of  the  subject,  but  must  differ  with 
Dr.  L.  in  regard  to  one  or  two  points.  I  think  we  should  not  be 
guided  in  regard  to  the  action  of  mercury  upon  the  human  system 
b}-  its  action  upon  the  systems  of  lower  animals.  Their  organiza- 
tions are  so  different  and  varied  that  the  results  are  unreliable  and 
may  lead  us  astray.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  statement  that  the 
fecal  matter  in  the  small  intestines  is  not  changed  in  color  by  the 
use  of  mercuiy.    I  have  seen  fecal  matter  in  the  small  intestine 
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that  was  not  of  a  light  color.  I  have  found  the  same  matter  in  the 
gall  bladder  and  in  the  small  intestine.  Dr.  Williams  is  an  enthusi- 
ast and  his  statements  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  iritis  are  not 
altogether  reliable.  Have  m^-self  tried  to  treat  iritis  without  mer- 
our^^,  but  have  never  succeeded  as  well  as  with  it.  Thorough 
examination  and  criticism  is  just  and  proper,  but  we  must  not  go 
too  far.  Am  much  pleased  with  the  paper  and  the  fair  manner 
in  which  the  subject  has  been  treated. 

Dr.  Strong  said  he  was  much  interested  in  the  paper  which  Dr. 
Lothrop  had  read  before  us.  It  seemed  to  be  a  very  candid  and 
philosophical  resume  of  the  historical  state  of  mercur}-.  Not  to 
dwell  upon  the  theories  of  its  mode  of  operation  on  the  specific 
organs  and  functions  on  which  its  powers  are  exerted,  the  history 
of  the  therapeutical  use  of  mercury  to  my  mind  furnishes  an 
eminent  illustration  of  the  evil  consequences  of  hobby-riding.  I 
suppose  there  Avill  be  but  little  dissent  to  this  proposition,  as  it 
bears  upon  the  old  time  heresies  when  nothing  valuable  was  recog- 
nized in  its  cflccts  in  alleviating  disease  unless  and  until  a  free 
salivation  was  Jnduced.  Salivation  being  the  measure  and  test  of 
its  A'alue  and  the  object  aimed  at.  I  suppose  nearly  all  will  admit 
now  that  the  hobby-riding  in  this  direction,  to  this  extent,  was 
rather  a  reckless  feat.  But  as  in  everything  else  human,  so  in 
medicine — one  extreme  follows  another.  In  this  case,  however, 
with  the  modification  (as  frequently  happens,)  that  the  extreme 
not  only  follows,  but  is  distinctly  begotten  by  the  other,  A  medi- 
cine of  such  marked  and  peculiar  potency  could  not  be  too  freely 
and  on  too  slight  occasions  used  without  producing  undesirable  if 
not  pernicious  results.  These  results  would  naturally  excite  preju- 
dice, and  prejudice  naturally  impairs  vision,  and  with  impaired 
mental  vision  we  fail  to  see  not  only  no  good  in  its  excessive  and 
indiscreet  use,  but  gradually  come  to  distrust  it  and  then  to  dis- 
card it  altogether.  These  results  have  been  reached  by  some 
authors  and  many  practitioners.  So  that  from  being  prescribed 
oftener  perhaps  than  any  one  article  of  the  materia  medica,  it  has 
become  not  uncommon  to  read  and  to  hear  of  its  powers  to  control 
and  obviate  disease  as  being  questionable  or  wholly  ignored.  In 
medias  res  seems  to  be  especially  appropriate  in  reference  to  the 
powers  of  mei-cury. 
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Instead  of  salivation  furnishing  any  test  of  its  virtues  and  to  be 
desired,  intelligent  observations  make  it  almost  certain  that  all  of 
its  good  qualities  and  its  efficacy  in  treating  disease  may  be  secured 
without  the  least  necessity  of  causing  salivation.  As  to  the  testi- 
mony of  authors  in  regard  to  it  as  quoted  by  Dr.  L.,  I  suppose 
few  American  jjractitioners  are  in  the  habit  of  deferring  very  much 
to  the  French  in  questions  pertaining  to  our  practical  reasons  in 
the  treatment  of  disease.  Unsurpassed,  perhaps  unequaled  in 
physiological  and  pathological  research,  they  seem  to  fail  in  the 
practical  talent  for  combating  disease  by  medication.  As  to  an- 
other esteemed  authority  referred  to  as  against  the  use  of  this 
article,  I  have  sometimes  feared  that  notwithstanding  his  general 
freedom  from  prejudice,  or  anything  uncandid,  (and  in  this  respect 
I  regard  him  generally  as  a  model,)  he  has  allowed  his  horror  or 
disgust  at  the  shocking  abuse  of  mercurial  preparations  in  certain 
cases  to  carry  him  to  the  other  extreme  of  ignoring  its  positive 
merits  in  the  alleviation  and  control  of  certain  forms  and  phases  of 
morbid  processes.  Now  I  think  that  some  distinction  needs  to  be 
made  in  the  discussion  of  the  merits  of  mercury.  In  a  few  dis- 
eases it  may  be  said  to  be  essential  to  their  successful  treatment. 
In  a  larger  number  while  it  may  not  be  absolutely  essential  to  flnal 
recovery;  that  is  to  say,  patients  may  recover  without  it,  yet  mer- 
cury in  some  form  is  by  far  the  most  eligible  remedy  known  to  us. 
Or  in  other  words,  by  a  judicious  use  of  mercury,  at  the  right  mo- 
ment, the  recovery  may  be  materially  accelerated,  and  thus  organic 
and  functional  lesions  may  be  avoided.  I  suppose  that  good  prac- 
tice consists  not  alone  in  conducting  our  patient  successfully 
through  their  sickness,  but  taking  them  by  the  shortest  route,  and 
the  medicine  or  means  that  do  just  that,  is  the  most  eligible.  I 
believe  it  to  be  entirely  demonstrable  that  mercury  has  been  and  can 
be  made  to  control  certain  affections  whose  ultimate  limit  without 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  months  instead  of  weeks.  Still  other 
cases  that  without  it  would  last  week  after  week,  that  by  its  use 
may  be  cured  in  as  many  days.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
amount  of  ingenuity  of  argument  deduced  from  its  excessive  to 
common  or  indiscreet  use,  ought  for  a  moment  to  prejudice  us 
against  it. 

Dr.  Jansen  remarked  that  he  agreed  with  Dr.  Rochester  in 
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regard  to  the  treatment  of  iritis.  Have  treated  a  great  many  cases 
of  sypliilitic  iritis  and  always  witli  mercury.  Have  seen  three 
cases  treated  without  it  with  total  loss  of  sight  in  every  case. 

Dr.  WiiiTE  remarked  that  he  did  not  arise  to  tnko  part  in  the 
discussion  or  to  dissent  from  tlie  conclusions  arrived  at  but  to  cor- 
rect an  error  that  may  be  sent  abroad  by  what  has  been  said  in 
regard  to  the  practice  of  the  profession  in  Buffalo.  The  battle 
against  the  too  libei-al  and  indiscriminate  use  of  mercury  was 
fought  and  won  twenty  years  ago.  With  all  my  experience  at 
home  and  abroad,  I  make  the  broad  assertion  that  there  is  less  cal- 
omel given  in  Buffalo  than  in  any  of  the  other  cities.  Twenty 
years  ago  we  carried  the  matter  too  far  and  gave  too  little.  In 
our  attempts  at  reform  we  must  not  go  too  far. 

Dr.  Gat  remarked  that  he  did  not  feel  like  permitting  the  dis- 
cussion to  close  without  giving  expression  to  his  appreciation  of 
the  value  of  the  paper  read  by  Dr.  Lothrop.  Under  the  first  head- 
ing the  doctor  has  introduced  the  American  theory  of  the  action 
of  mercury  without,  as  I  understand,  advocating  the  theory  itself. 
The  remnrks  of  Dr.  Rochester  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject  are 
timely  and  weighty,  and  although  I  could  add  further  proof  of  the 
falacy  of  the  theory,  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  necessary. 

Would  say  a  word  in  reference  to  the  other  topic  touched  upon 
in  vhe  paper  and  in  the  discussion,  viz:  the  use  of  mercury  as  an 
aplastic.  For  convenience  medicine  might  be  divided  into  two 
periods  of  twenty  years  each,  more  or  less — the  mercurial  and  the 
anti-mercurial  periods.  Dr.  White  has  passed  through  the  former 
and  is  far  advanced  in  the  'latter  period,  and  has  given  his  testi- 
mony to  the  great  change  wrought  in  the  administration  of  mer- 
cury during  this  period  of  time.  We  may  justly  infer  from  his 
remarks  that  the  day  is  past  for  the  administration  of  mercury  for 
its  aplastic  properties.  I  had  long  labored  under  the  conviction  that 
the  action  of  mercury  upon  a  serous  membrane  when  given  largely 
to  children,  and  no  person  Avill  doubt  that  during  the  mercurial 
period  mercury  was  given  to  children  to  excess,  because  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  causing  ptyalism,  and  also  the  action  of  mercury  upon 
serous  membranes  when  given  to  adults  to  the  jjoint  of  salivation 
was  deleterious,  and  would  impart  to  those  serous  structures  a 
lesion  which  would  be  felt  in  after  life.    If  it  be  not  a  popular 
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error,  it  is  at  least  a  popular  belief  that  sometimes  acute  and 
chronic  arthritis  are  in  some  way  chargeable  to  mercurialization. 
Should  there  be  any  measure  of  truth  in  this  pojpular  belief  that 
mercury  has  been  an  agent  of  distruction  or  injury  to  membranous 
coverings  of  the  joints,  wlio  is  able  to  estimate  the  amount  of  struc- 
tural change  produced  directly  by  the  same  agency  in  the  mem- 
branous covering  of  the  heart,  or  indirectly  the  heart  itself? 
Again  should  there  be  any  measure  of  truth  in  such  popular  belief, 
then  be  assured  that  the  injuries  inflicted  in  childhood  and  mani- 
fested in  adult  life  are  but  the  ingathering  of  the  harvest  springing 
up  from  seed  sown  during  the  mercurial  period. 

Election  of  officers  being  the  next  order  of  business,  an  election 
was  held  with  the  following  result: 

For  President,  Sandford  Eastman,  M.  D. 

"  Vice  President,  J.  R.  Lothrop,  M.  D. 

"   Secretary,  T.  M.  Johnson,  M.  D. 

"  Treasurer,  T.  T.  Lockwood,  M.  D. 

"   Librarian,  J.  B.  Samo,  M.  D. 
By  vote  of  the  Association  the  Pi'esident  and  Secretary  were 
directed  to  give  the  proper  credentials  to  four  delegates  to  rep- 
resent this  Association  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  American 
Medical  Association. 

Adjourned.  T.  M.  Johnson,  Secretary. 


ART  II —  Cane  of  Pywmia  after  Ampidation.  By  E.  R.  Barnes,  M.  D. 

J.  L.,  aged  56,  desired  amputation  of  left  leg,  for  removal  of 
deformity  called  talipes  equlneus. 

History. — The  deformity  was  observed  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
the  patient  having  previously  suffered  from  convulsions.  The  gen- 
eral health  of  the  patient  through  life  had  been  good.  He  had 
been  accustomed  to  the  free  use  of  malt  liquors.  As  the  patient 
advanced  in  years  the  difficulty  of  walking  continually  increased. 
The  weiglit  of  the  body  being  thrown  upon  the  extremities  of  the 
metatarsal  bones,  the  subjacent  parts  became  tender,  and  finally 
the  seat  of  ulcerations  which  rendered  locomotion  very  palnlul. 

Appearance  of  Limb.  — The  foot  was  extended  in  nearly  a  straight 
VOL.  0,  NO.  10 — 49. 
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line  with  the  leg,  and  much  shortened.  The  flexor  muscles  of  the 
left  forearm  were  also  contracted,  producing  partial  closure  of  the 
hand.  The  left  arm  and  leg  were  atrophied  in  a  degree  corres- 
ponding to  the  diminished  use  of  the  muscles. 

Tuesday,  January  22d,  1867. — The  patient  having  been  prepared 
as  usual,  Dr.  Miner  removed  the  leg  at  the  junction  of  the  middle 
and  lower  third,  b}'  tlie  flap  operation.  The  limb  was  placed  on  a 
pillow  and  the  dressings  were  kept  moist  with  tepid  water.  Con- 
tractions of  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  thigh  ensued  within  a  half 
hour,  more  severe  than  usual.  A  teaspoonful  of  McMunn's  Elixir 
Opii  was  ordered,  to  be  repeated  every  four  hours  if  indicated. 

JanV  23d. — The  contractions  had  so  much  increased  as,  at  brief 
intervals,  to  forcibly  and  completely  flex  the  leg  on  the  thigh  and 
the  thigh  on  the  trunk,  reipiiring  unremitting  attention  to  prevent 
injury  to  the  stump.  A  double  inclined  plane  was  therefore  firmly 
secured  to  the  bed,  and  thickly  padded  with  folds  of  flannel  of 
suflicient  width  to  embrace  the  sides  of  the  limb.  A  roller  band- 
age, passed  under  the  splint  and  over  the  thigh  and  leg,  controlled 
the,  movements  and  seemed  to  give  much  relief  to  the  minds  of 
both  patient  and  friends.  Injected  hvpodermicall}-,  one-half  grain 
of  muriate  of  morphia. 

Jan'}-  24th. — The  hy  podermic  injection  only- temporarily  checked 
the  frequency^  and  force  of  the  contractions.  On  removing  dress- 
ings, found  the  swelling  moderate,  and  observed  a  slight  dusky  hue 
along  the  inner  edge  of  anterior  flap,  and  extending  up  the  inner 
border  of  the  tibia  about  four  inches.  Considerable  febrile  re- 
action; pulse  110;  countenance  anxious;  tongue  natural.  Con- 
tinued anodyne. 

Jan'y  2.5th. — Pulse  120;  expression  anxious;  face  bathed  in  per- 
spiration ;  contractions  frequent  and  severe,  with  forcible  opening 
and  closing  of  jaws.  As  the  left  extremity  could  not  yield,  the 
movement  appeared  on  the  right  side.  Dusky-  hue,  well  marked, 
with  some  redness. 

Heretofore  the  patient  had  been  kept  fully  under  influence  of 
anodyne,  and  had  taken  a  tablespoonful  of  whisky  at  intervals. 
Having  been  accustomed  to  the  use  of  beer  this  was  substituted, 
and  the  anodyne  was  discontinued,  except  one  dose  at  night. 
Slight,  thin,  dark  discharge  from  stump. 
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Jan'y  26th. — General  appearance  better;  pulse  100;  discharge 
more  free,  but  thin  and  discolored.  Erysipelas  had  distinctly 
appeared  in  anterior  flap,  and  region  previously  discolored. 

Jan'y  27th. — Improving  in  general;  erj'sipelas  spreading.  Or- 
dered enema,  which  caused  moderate  evacuation.  Used  warm 
water  dressings;  removed  two  sutures. 

Jan'y  28th. — Bowels  moved  freely.  Erysipelas  had  extended 
up  to  knee,  covering  leg  anteriorlj',  with  much  swelling  and  ten- 
sion. Posteriorly,  leg  quite  natural.  Took  out  all  sutures;  re- 
moved splint;  endeavored  to  maintain  partial  extension  by  sus- 
pending limb. 

Jan'y  29th. — Erj'sipelas  had  not  extended.  Discharge  abund- 
ant, and  in  color  and  consistence  better,  but  not  laudable.  Odor 
offensive,  requiring  all  dressings  to  be  removed,  twice  a  day. — 
Placed  limb  upon  a  pillow,  flexed,  but  at  second  visit  found  he  had 
soon  cast  this  off".    Renewed  suspension. 

Jan'y  30th. — The  flexor  muscles  of  the  thigh  having  maintained 
powerful  traction  on  the  leg,  causing  it  to  bear  firmly  upon  the 
sling  used  for  suspension,  had  produced  some  congestion  of  flaps. 
Further  eff"orts  to  maintain  extension  were  abandoned.  The  leg 
was  allowed  to  assume  a  position  of  complete  flexion  on  the  thigh. 
A  pillow  was  placed  under  the  limb,  securely  fastened  to  both  thigh 
and  leg,  and  supported  so  as  to  protect  the  stump  from  injury.  In 
this  position  the  limb  subsequently  remained. 

Jan'y  31st. — Pulse  85;  skin  and  tongue  natural;  appetite  good; 
erysipelas  had  ceased  to  extend ;  warm  water  dressings  discontinued ; 
used  simple  cerate  on  dressings,  next  to  skin;  narrow  slough  on 
edge  of  anterior  flap;  discharge  free,  but  dark  and  olfensive. 

Feb'y  1st. — Copious  purulent  discharge,  slightly  greenish. 

Feb'y  2d. — Removed  some  sloughs  of  cellular  tissue;  erysipelas 
much  diminished;  general  condition  good;  pulse  ?5. 

Feb'y  ?th. — Removed  ligatures;  discharge  laudable;  erysipelas 
nearly  or  quite  disappeared;  general  condition  good.  Patient 
complained  of  pain  along  inner  border  of  tibia,  most  acute  near  its 
extremity,  which  he  had  felt  for  many  days. 

Feb'y  15th. — To  date,  the  case  had  apparentl}^  progressed  favor- 
ably. The  erysipelatous  inflammation  disappeared,  leaving  however 
a  point  near  the  extremity  of  the  tibia  excessively  painful  to  the 
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touch.  Skin  over  this  point  was  bluisli,  thiu,  and  sank  into  a  cir- 
cular depression  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  Pressure 
on  this  point  caused  a  thin  discharge  from  edge  of  flaps.  Flaps 
entirely  united  except  two  small  openings.  A  probe  passed  through 
these  reached  the  sawn  end  of  tibia,  which  was  rough.  The  onlj' 
discharge  whicli  remained,  came  through  these  openings  from  the 
spot  indicated.  In  all  other  respects  stump  seemed  perfectly 
healthy.  A  small  abscess  of  the  cellular  tissue  appeared  behind 
the  left  tuber  ischii,  which  quickly  healed  on  removing  pressure. 
Patient  had  complained  for  three  or  four  days  of  haAnng  caught 
cold,  which  caused  a  slight  cough  and  some  hoarseness  at  times. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  Februar}'  he  was  attacked  with  pain  in 
the  right  side,  aggravated  by  a  full  inspiration,  very  acute  on 
coughing.  Patient's  condition  was  much  changed  at  date.  Tem- 
per irritable;  expression  somewhat  anxious;  pulse  100,  and  weaker; 
tongue  coated;  appetite  diminished;  sputa  tenacious,  and  raised 
with  difficulty;  no  dullness  observed  on  percussion;  crepitant 
rales.  Patient  had  voluntarily  applied  mustard  to  chest,  from 
which,  he  said,  was  some  alleviation  of  pain.  As  bowels  had  not 
moved  for  two  days,  ordered  an  enema.  Gave  a  mild  expectorant 
and  disphoretic. 

February  15.  Pulse  105;  sputa  streaked  with  blood;  urine  high 
colored ;  complained  now  of  pain  in  right  lumbar  region ;  sat  up 
several  hours;  in  moving,  said  right  leg  was  getting  weak;  when 
reclining,  said  it  was  the  seat  of  slight,  dull  pain;  enema  did  not 
act;  moved  bowels  by  ol.  ricini;  taking  stimulants  and  nourishing 
food. 

Feb.  17.    No  change. 

Feb.  18.  The  right  lower  extremity  exhibited  a  diminished 
temperature  and  a  languid  cii-culation;  the  skin  j^resented  a  mot- 
tled appeai'ance ;  had  pain  throughout  limb ;  desired  it  supported 
under  knee  b}-  pillow;  no  morbid  appearance  about  stump  or  left 
lower  extremit}';  ordered  warm  applications  to  whole  of  right 
limb. 

Feb.  10.  During  twent3--foar  houi's  the  right  lower  extremit}' 
bad  Immensely  swollen;  skin  tense;  tissues  hard;  color  dark  and 
purplish;  temperature  unchanged;  jDainful;  thigh  very  painful  to 
the  touch;  patient  said  he  felt  now  no  pain  in  chest  or  abdomen; 


PYiEMIA  AfTER  AMl-UTATION,  BX  E.  R.  BARNES,  M.  ».  S83 


puke  rapid  and  very  weak;  countenance  very  anxious,  shrunken 
and  bathed  in  perspiration.  An  incision  deep  into  the  thigli  was 
followed  by  dark,  sluggish  blood.  Stump  diminished  in  size  and 
much  whiter  than  before ;  cicatrix  blueish;  no  morbid  appearance 
about  left  limb;  applied  fomentations  to  right  limb  and  ordered 
stimulants  every  half  hour. 

Feb.  20.  No  vitality  remained  in  right  leg;  patient  died  at  six 
P.  M. 

The  cause  of  death  in  this  case  was,  apparentl}',  that  vitiated 
condition  of  the  blood  denominated  pj-aemia,  which  first  mani- 
fested itself  in  the  access  of  pneumonia  in  tlie  right  lung,  with  the 
decided  constitutional  change  then  noted,  and  which  caused  phle- 
bitis, subsequently  developed  throughout  the  right  lower  extremity. 
The  leg  had,  antei'iorly,  been  the  seat  of  erysipelas,  which  on  sub- 
siding left  a  point  near  the  extremity  of  the  tibia,  the  seat  of  a 
low  form  of  inflammation.  This  existed  at  the  time  of  the  occur- 
I'ence  of  pyaemia.  During  the  progress  of  this  case  I  was  several 
times  assisted  by  the  counsel  of  Dr.  Miner. 

On  dissecting  the  bones  of  the  foot,  it  was  seen  that  the  phalan- 
ges were  at  right  angles  to  the  metatarsal  bones ;  the  plantar  liga- 
ments were  much  shortened,  drawing  downwards  the  os-calcis;  the 
head  i  f  the  astragalus  presented  a  large,  well-rounded  articular 
sui-face;  the  body  of  the  astragalus  was  tilted  inwards,  leaving  a 
space  between  its  outer  margin  and  that  of  the  os-calcis  of  more 
than  half  an  inch.  In  this  space  had  grown  up,  from  the  astraga- 
lus and  from  the  os-calcis  each,  a  new  osseous  growth,  terminat- 
ing in  a  facet,  that  of  the  astragalus  looking  backward,  that  of 
the  os-calcis  looking  forward.  These  moved  upon  each  other  as 
do  the  articulating  facets  of  the  spinal  vertabne.  The  surface  of 
the  astragalus,  intended  for  articulation  with  the  tibia  and  fibula, 
was  eroded,  while  the  bones  of  the  leg  had  formed  a  new  articula- 
ting surface,  extending  back  half  an  inch  on  to  the  os-calcis. 
Into  this  new  joint  extended  from  behind,  two  wedge-shaped 
bones,  one  symmetrical,  the  other  irregular. 

The  motions  of  the  foot  were  two  in  number,  and  very  limited. 
That  of  flexion  and  extension,  was  between  the  surfaces  of  the 
tibia  and  fibula,  and  astragalus  and  os-calcis.    The  lateral  motion 
was  produced  by  the  play  of  the  astragalus,  through  its  head  and 
facet  upon  the  scaphoid  and  os-calcis. 


390 


CORRESPONbEKCfe. 


Correspondence. 


Correction  by  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate. 

GG  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  April  23,  1867. 

J.  F.  Miner,  M.  D.  : 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  received  your  March  and  April  numbers,  and 
have  been  much  gratified  by  your  kind  notice  of  our  article  on 
"Criminal  Abortion."  We  will  continue  the  war  in  some  shape. 
In  3'oiir  April  number  you  speak  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advo- 
cate. Our  Advocate  family  is  large  and  our  paper  is  called  the 
JVorthtvestern.  Tho  JVorthern  is  published  at  Auburn,  N.  Y. ,  and 
your  misprint  will  mislead  most  of  your  readers. 

We,  as  editors,  fully  agree  with  you  in  your  denunciation  of  a 
species  of  advertisements.  'J'hcse-we  cannot  control,  as  they  are 
in  the  hands  of  our  /JifZ^Z/s/iers.  We  wish  we  could  entirely  expur- 
gate  them. 

'With  kindest  regards, 

I  am,  3'ouis  truly, 

A.  Edwards. 


Peekskii.l,  March  25,  1867. 

Dr.  Miner— My  Dear  Sir: 

I  send  j'ou  the  inclosed  Table,  relating  to  Senators  of  United 
States,  prepared  by  my  friend,  J.  M.  Toner,  M.  D.  You  will 
pi'obably  think  it  worth  publishing,  together  with  his  comments  in 
the  accompanying  Medical  Register.  I  think  the  facts  worthy  of 
preservation  in  a  durable  form. 

Ill  haste,  very  ti'uly, 

Yours,  etc., 

C.  A.  Lee. 

Senators  of  the  1st  Session,  39th  Congress. 

The  following  table  showing  the  phj'sical  characteristics  of  the 
members  of  the  U.  S.  Senate,  was  prepared  in  Julj^,  18G6,  by  Frank 
Cowan,  Esq.,  with  great  care,  from  inquiry  and  actual  measure- 
ments made  by  himself.  The  table,  with  an  able  introductory  arti- 
cle, on  the  subject  of  the  figures  and  the  Etj'mologies  of  the  names 
of  the  Senators  alphabetically  arranged,  was  published  in  Svttov^s 
Beporter,  Washington,  January  14,  1867: 
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Table  of  the  Physical  Characteristics  of  the  Members  of  the  Senate. 
Prepared  \st — lOth  July,  1800. 


Anthony  

Brown  

Buckalew  

Chandler  

Clark  

Conness  

Cowan  

Cragin.   

Creswell  

Davis  

Dixon  

Doolittle  

Edmunds  

Fessenden  

Foster  

Grimes  

Guthrie  

Harris  

Henderson  

Hendricks  

Howard  

Howe  

Johnson  

Kirkwood  

Lane,  of  Indiana. 
Lane,  of  Kansas. . 

McDougall  

Morgan  

Morrill  

Nesmith  

Norton  

Nye  

Poland  

Pomeroy  

Ramsey  

Riddle  

Saulabiiry  

Sherman  

Sprague  

Stewart  

Sumner   . 

Trumbull  

Van  Winkle  

Wade    

Willey  

Williams  

Wilson  

Wright  

Yates  


Averages   5    10 1.2 


Feet  Iiii-he." 


UK 
f% 

^% 

»H 

% 

10 

11% 

2 
1 
1 

10% 

11)^ 
11 

6% 

8Ji 
f% 
7^ 

9}^- 

9% 
9 

iiK 

1% 

lOJ^ 

»K 

1 

1 

10 


9!o 


192 
119 
129 
208 
154 
106 
186 
177 
201 
127;., 

175  ' 
200 
H3 
130 
140 
101 
220}., 
219  ■ 
1321.,' 

176  ■ 
200 
1031., 
1701,, 
172  ' 
U9- 
140 
134 
20232' 
152 
200 
148 
1911^ 
163 
232 
211>8 
117 
183 
157 
145 
187 
2041.2 
150 
234 
185 
162>^ 
178 
180i.< 


153 


CHEST  HEAD 


41 

33^2 
34 

41}^ 

351x4 

39 

40 

39ja 

4nt 

36  - 
40 
41 

351., 
331 1 

33  ' 
37?^^ 
42 1.^ 

42 1.;- 
35!^ 

393^ 

42% 
38 

38 1^;, 

37>5 

34  " 

38 1,;,' 

37  " 
42 
301.,' 

41 '2 

36 

42 

38>4 

44 

41 

32% 

38  V, 
35- 
34 
40 
39% 

43 

41>o 

38 

40,Vi 
40% 


36 

381^ 


22 

22% 

221., 

22% 

23 

23 

22 

23'., 

23% 

23 

23 1,^ 

23% 

223.( 

22U 

23 

24 

22% 

23 

22 

23 1  i; 

23  C, 
23% 
231., 

22)."; 

21 

23 

23 

23 

22% 

24 

22 

23% 

23% 

24 

23 

23 

23 

23 

22% 

23 

23 

22 

24 

23 

22i.< 

22% 

22% 


23 

22% 


BIRTH 


April, 

May, 

Dec, 

Dec, 

Oct., 

Oct., 

Sept., 

Feb., 

Nov., 

Sept., 

Aug., 

Jan., 

Feb., 

Oct., 

Nov., 

Oct., 

Dec, 

May, 

Nov., 

Sept., 

July, 

Feb., 

May, 

Dec, 

Feb., 

June, 

Nov., 

Feb., 

May, 

July, 

April, 

June, 

Nov., 

Jan., 

Sept., 

Nov., 

June, 

May, 

Sept., 

Aug., 

Jan., 

Oc<., 

Sept., 

Oct., 

Oct., 

March, 

Feb., 


18  Jan.. 


Yrs.  MontKs.  Days. 
51     11  14 


Note. — The  above  measurements  of  height  were  taken  with  boots  on — meas- 
urements of  chest  over  vest  but  under  the  coat. 


392 


CORRESl'ONUKNCE. 


It  appears  IVom  this  physical  survey  of  the  personnel  ot  the  U.  S. 
Senate  that  the  tallest  member  "is  Mr.  Cowan,  the  shortest,  Mr. 
Davis,  while  fourteen  of  the  fort}^  are  six  feet  in  height;  the  heav. 
lest,  Mr.  Van  Winkle,  the  lightest,  Mr.  Riddle,  while  twelve  weigh 
two  hundred  or  more.  The  Senator  with  the  largest  chest,  Mr. 
Pomeroy;  the  smallest,  Mr.  Riddle;  while  nineteen  have  chests 
measuring  in  circumference  forty  inches  or  more ;  the  possessors  of 
the  largest  heads  are  Messrs.  Grimes,  Ncsmith,  Pomeroy  and  Van 
Winkle,  the  smallest,  Mr.  Lane,  of  Indiana,  while  thirty  have  heads 
measuring  in  circumference  twenty-three  inches  or  more;  the  old- 
est, Mr.  Wright,  the  youngest,  Mr.  Sprague,  and  thirty-one  have 
lived  for  more  than  half  a  century'." 

The  foregoing  table  shows  that  in  all  the  points  observed  our 
Senators  exceed  the  average  of  mankind  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
as  well  as  the  average  of  our  own  country.  As  legislative  bodies 
in  their  selection  bear  a  certain  relationship  to  the  masses  of  the 
people  so  do  their  averages  bear  a  relationship  one  to  the  other, 
but  whether  or  not  these  averages  are  proportionate  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained.  That  is  whether  or  not  the  higher  and  more 
select  the  body  the  more  striking  the  relationship  between  it  and 
the  people  from  which  it  is  selected.  The  investigation  started  by 
Mr.  F.  Cowan  is  novel,  and  as  yet  has  not  been- carried  far  enough 
nor  contrasted  with  similar  legislative  bodies  in  other  countries  to 
make  the  deductions  which  more  extensive  investigations  in  this 
direction  will  enable  us  to  do.  Is  it  true  that  because  the  average 
of  ph3-sical  development  of  our  Senators  is  greater  than  the  aver- 
age of  their  countrymen,  that,  therefore  they  have  greater  mental 
and  moral  joower  ? 

That  lineage  and  race  stamp  mental  and  moral  characteristics 
and  capacities  as  well  as  i^hj-sical  peculiarities  upon  individuals  is 
a  well  recognized  fact  in  the  science  of  ethnology. 

The  lineage  or  nationalities  deduced  from  the  etymology  of  the 
names  of  the  Senators  diifers  slightly  from  those  given  by  them- 
s  elves,  but  the  variation  is  so  trifling  as  not  to  impair  the  law. 

I  Eoglish  I  Scotch  I  Welsh  |  German  |  Dutch  |  French  I  Irish 
Deduced  from  Etymology  of  names.  |      29     |      8|4|      3      \     2     ]  2|l 

Ancestry  as  given  by  the  Senators.*  23  8  3"^  2  i*i 


'  Six  not  given. 
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The  preponderance  of  Senators  of  English  descent  is  very  great. 
When  the  proportion  of  nationalities  represented  in  our  whole  pop- 
ulation is  known  the  signiiicanco  of  these  figures  will  be  increased. 

From  the  interesting  and  carefully  2)repared  table  of  Mr.  Frank 
Cowan  it  appears  that  the  average  "age  of  the  Senators  was  on 
the  1st  of  Jul}',  18G6,  51  years,  11  months  and  14  days." 

The  mean  life-time  or  average  duration  of  life  in  America  as 
inferred  from  elaborate  examinations  of  records  of  population  and 
mortality  in  Massachusetts,  and  of  other  States  from  d  ta  worked 
up  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott,  M.  A.,  delegate  from  the  American  Sta- 
istical  Association  to  the  late  International  Statistical  Congress 
at  Berlin,  Prussia,  18U3,  is  about  forty  j-ears;  this  does  not  differ 
essentially  from  the  average  in  England  and  Wales,  and  in  France, 
but  is  somewhat  higher  than  in  Prussia  and  certain  other  Euro- 
pean countries. 

The  mean  age  of  a  generation  in  America  considered  as  sfaiiotf 
anj,  as  derived  from  the  same  records  that  is  between  32  and  33 
years,  and  the  mean  future  life-time  of  such  generation  is  also 
between  32  and  33  j'cars. 

The  mean  age,  and  also  the  mean  future  life-time  of  a  genera- 
tion of  people  in  England  are  each  nearly  the  same — that  is, 
between  32  and  33  yeai's. 

During  the  working  period  of  life,  sa}'  from  the  age  of  15  to  45, 
and  also  in  early  infancy,  the  rate  ot  mortality  appears  to  be  some- 
what greater  in  the  United  States  than  in  P^ngland.  During  the 
remaining  period — that  is,  childhood  and  advance  j^ears — it  is  less 
here.  The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  on  the  continent 
appears  in  general  to  exceed  the  American  rates. 

The  average  age  of  soldiers  in  the  volunteer  forces  of  the  United 
States  during  the  late  civil  war  was  from  23  to  26  years.  That 
army,  as  would  probably  prove  the  case  with  all  volunteer  armies, 
having  been  supplied  and  recruited  mainly  from  the  young. 

Mr.  Elliott  has  aJiown  that  the  mortality  of  soldiers  at  specified 
ages  of  life  in  the  army  diminishes  rapidly  with  advanced  age,  and 
in  accordance  with  a  very  simple  law — that  is,  that  the  differences 
of  the  numbers  at  different  ages  of  life  diminish  very  nearly  by  a 
geometrical  progression. 

VOL.  0,  NO.  10 — 5U. 
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The  average  ages  of  the  soldiers  in  the  British  army  (not 
recruits)  serving  at  home  in  1860,  was  23  3^ears.  The  average  age 
of  European  troops  in  India  for  ten  years,  1847  to  1857,  was  23^ 
years.  » 

The  average  age  of  soldiers,  officei's  and  men  serving  in  the 
Prussian  army  in  1861,  was  23^  years. 

The  average  height  of  vSenators  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress, 
according  to  the  measurements  of  Mr.  Cowan,  is  about  70^  inches, 
(or  five  feet  ten  and  a  half  inches ;)  which  is  about  two  and  a  half 
inches  (or  3|  per  cent.)  in  excess  of  the  average  height  of  man- 
kind. 

The  average  height  of  men  in  general  is  probably  about  sixty- 
eight  inches.  The  height  of  recruits  to  the  late  volunteer  forces 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  Mr.  Elliott's  data,  was  from 
sixty-seven  to  sixty-eight  inches.  That  of  recruits  to  the  regular 
army  of  the  United  States,  for  a  series  of  years  prior  to  tlie  late 
war,  appears  to  have  been  nearer  sixty-nine  (68.8)  inches. 

From  the  report  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General  of  the  United 
States,  we  find  that  in  the  examination  of  237,391,  the  average 
height  barefooted  was  found  to  be  nearly  sixty-seven  and  a  half 
inches. 

While  in  forty-seven  nationalities  collected  in  the  same  report, 
the  average  of  343,764  examined,  the  average  height  was  found  to 
be  sixty-six  and  three-quarter  inches,  nearly. 

That  of  recruits  to  the  British  army  in  the  years  1860  and  1861, 
was  sixty-six  and  one-half  inches.  Tliat  of  British  soldiers,  (not 
recruits,  but  in  general  older  and  consequently  somewhat  taller' 
than  recruits,)  in  1846,  was  sixty-eight  and  one-half  inches.  That 
of  French  conscripts  for  a  long  series  of  years,  sixty-five  and  one- 
fifth  (65-21)  United  States  inches.  That  of  French  soldiers  sixty- 
five  and  three-fourths  (65.77)  United  States  inches.  From  that  it 
appears  that  the  F'rench  soldier  is  somewhat  shorter  than  either 
the  English  or  American;  the  two  latter  being  nearly  of  the  same 
height. 

The  mean  variation  of  the  height  of  the^American  volunteers 
from  the  average  height  was  about  two  inches ;  being  the  same  in 
excess  as  in  defect. 
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The  average  measuremeut  about  the  chest  of  the  Senators  is  38^ 
inches,  which  exceeds  somewhat  that  of  men  generally.  The  cir- 
cumference of  the  chest  (taken  under  the  coat  and  vest)  of  United 
States  volunteers  of  the  late  army  of  the  Potomac,  was  about  35 
inches.  The  mean  variation  of  the  measurements  from  the  aver- 
age circumference  of  these  soldiers  was  one  and  two- thirds  inches; 
and  the  same  in  excess  as  in  defect. 

The  three  States  presenting  the  tallest  average  men,  according 
to  tiie  Frovost  Marshal's  report,  Minnesota,  sixty-seven  inches 
and  ninety-one  hundredths;  Kansas,  sixty-seven  and  thirty-five 
hundredths;  Kentucky,  sixty-seven  and  thirty-four  hundredths. 
The  shortest,  the  District  of  Columbia,  sixty-six  inches;  West 
Virginia,  sixty-five  inches  and  twenty-eight  hundredths;  and  New 
Hampshire,  sixty-five  inches  and  twelve  hundredths. 

The  average  chest  measurements  as  given  in  the  Provost  Mar- 
shal General's  Report,  thirty-five  inches  and  sixty-one  hundredths 
on  respiration,  and  thirty-three  and  eleven  hundredths  of  an  inch 
on  expiration.  The  same  measurements  collected  from  forty-seven 
nationalities  found  in  the  same  report  is  found  to  be — on  respira- 
tion, 35.59;  on  expiration,  33.12. 

The  three  States  giving  the  largest  average  chest  measurements 
on  inspiration  were  Kentucky,  thirty-six  inches  and  thirty-seven 
hundredths;  Maine,  thirty-six  inches  and  five  hundredths;  and 
Illinois,  thirty-six  inches  and  nineteen  hundredths.  The  smallest, 
Rhode  Island,  (3.3.00)  inches;  New  Hampshire,  (34.32)  inches;  and 
Massachusetts,  (34.34)  inches. 

The  weight  of  the  Senators  was  about  171^  pounds  avoirdupois; 
that  of  soldiers  in  ai-my  of  Potomac  having  been  about  147^ 
pounds,  which  probably  differs  but  little  from,  although,  perhaps, 
somewhat  less  than  the  average  weight  of  Americans  gencrallv. 

The  weight  of  recruits,  already  mentioned,  to  the  British  army 
in  18G0  and  1861,  was  nearly  one  hundred  and  tliirty  pounds, 
(129^)  which  is  somewhat  less  than  that  of  the  American  soldiers, 
but  their  ages  were  also  less,  consequently  some  such  difference 
might  be  expected. 

The  average  circumference  of  the  heads  of  tlic  Senators,  taken 
a  little  lower  than  tlie  hat  is  usually  worn,  is  about  twcnt3^-two  and 
five-sixths  (22.83)  inches;  that  of  the  U.  S.  voluuteers  above  men- 
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tioned  having  been  al)Out  twenty-two  and  one-fifth  (22.2)  inches. 
The  measurements  of  the  U.  S.  soldiers  were  taken  about  the 
frontal  eminence,  and  tlie  greatest  projection  of  the  occiput — 
largest  measurement — the  process  not  differing  essentially  from 
that  adopted  with  the  Senators.  The  excess  of  the  measurement 
in  case  of  Senators  was  about  two-thiids  of  an  inch. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal: 

That  the  inhalation  of  oxygen  gas  is  destined  to  become  an 
important  healing  agent,  may  be  inferred  from  the  success  which 
has  already  attended  it.  In  sickness  a  preponderence  of  oxj'gen 
is  necessary  to  decompose  the  carbonized  matter  in  the  blood,  and 
to  excite  new  action  in  the  diseased  parts.  Over  fifty  jears  ago 
Dr.  Beddoes  began  to  treat  diseases  of  the  lungs  by  the  employ- 
ment of  various  gases  to  be  inhaled  from  a  bladder;  and  of  twentj'- 
two  cases  of  asthenia  treated  b}-  him  by  the  inhalation  of  oxj-gen, 
ten  were  cured  and  nine  relieved.  M.  Demarquay,  who  has  devo- 
ted much  attention  to  the  use  of  oxygen  inhalation  in  medicine, 
sa3's,  in  speaking  of  its  therapeutic  indications,  that,  in  the  earlv 
stage  of  phthisis,  where  there  is  no  fever,  and  no  fear  of  exciting 
local  action,  when  the  patient  is  becoming  emaciated,  and  emacia- 
tion is  increased  by  persistent  dyspepsia,  ox^-gen  may  have  a 
salutary  influence  in  modifying  the  state  of  the  constitution  and 
sustaining  the  organism.  In  senile  gangrene,  as  long  as  the  circu- 
lation continues  in  the  artery  of  the  foot,  oxgen  is,  according  to 
the  observations  of  MM.  Langicr,  Demarquay  and  Maurice  Re}-- 
naud,  the  only  remedy  which  in  advanced  cases  aflords  a  chance 
of  recovery.  The  inhalation  of  oxygen  is  beneficial  not  only  in 
pulmonary  and  bronchial  aft'ections,  but  also  after  typhus,  t\'phoid 
and  other  low  types  of  fevers,  wherein  an  impoverished  condition 
of  the  blood  exists,  lacking  in  the  vitalizing  principles  of  oxygena- 
tion. Oxygen  renders  incontestable  service  in  essentif  l  ansemia. 
It  is  especially  indicated  in  that  form  of  chlorosis  of  j^oung  girls 
which  is  characterized  by  obstinate  anorexia;  in  the  an*miaof  con- 
valescents, and  in  the  ansemia,  often  severe,  of  newl3'-delivered 
females.  The  inhalation  of  oxygen  is  also  successful  in  antemia 
arising  from  hemorrhage  or  from  fatigue,  and  is  also  a  very  enei'- 
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getic  remedy  in  the  debility  produced  by  prolonged  suppuration; 
it  stimulates  the  appetite,  sustains  tlie  powers  of  the  patient,  and 
enables  him  to  attain  to  recovery.  In  diabetes,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  oxygen  inhalation,  the  quantity  of  sugar  contained  in  the 
urine  is  remarlxably  diminished.  ( Gaz.  Med.  de  Paris,  14  Ajpril, 
1866.) 

The  primary  action  of  oxygen  inhalation  is  prompt,  while  its 
secondary  or  more  remote  effects  are  permanent  and  highly  salu- 
tary. The  invigoration  is  continuous  and  persistent  without  sub- 
sequent depression,  as  is  the  case  with  most  other  stimulants. 
I  have  used  with  great  success  protoxide  of  nitrogen,  with  the 
addition  of  two-thirds  of  pure  oxygen  gas,  the  natural  affinity  of 
nitrogen  and  ox3^gen  favoring  such  a  combination.  This  can  be 
medicated,  since  owing  to  its  rapid  absorption  by  the  blood,  rem 
edies  are  made  to  permeate  tlie  system  much  sooner  and  more 
effectively  than  when  applied  through  the  medium  of  the  stomach 
and  lacteals.  The  gas  should  be  generated  at  a  nearly  uniform 
heat  between  400o  and  410o.  The  gas  should  be  ,srramerf  through 
at  least  four  or  five  carefully  perforated  glass  vessels  holding  from 
one-half  to  two  gallons  each,  so  that  every  portion  may  come  in 
contact  with  the  washing  fluid.  The  gas,  for  preservation,  should 
be  confined  in  properly  constructed  metallic  vessels  over  water. 

During  the  past  j-ear  I  have  administered  this  combination  to 
over  fifty  persons  with  remarkable  success.  The  Rev.  S.  I.  D. 
came  to  my  office  from  an  adjoining  city,  suffering  from  phtliisis. 
Upon  examination  I  found  tubercles  upon  his  left  lung  extending 
as  low  as  the  third  rib.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  he  could  walk 
the  short  distance  from  his  lodgings  to  my  office.  The  inhalation 
of  ox3fgen  gas  arrested  the  deposit  of  tubercks.  In  nine  weeks 
he  had  gained  six  pounds  in  weight  and  was  able  to  walk  three  or 
four  miles  every  day.  He  has  now  resumed  his  duties  as  pastor, 
and  considers  himself  a  well  man.  G.  S.  P.  had  suffered  for 
fifteen  years  with  catarrh;  he  was  partially  deaf,  was  unable  to 
smell,  and  his  eyes  were  very  weak.  He  has  now  been  inhaling 
oxygin  six  weeks.  His  deafness  is  entirely  relieved ;  he  has  re- 
gained his  sense  of  smell,  nnd  I  have  no  d()u])t  but  that  he  will  be 
entirely  cured.  In  scrofula  its  effects  are  magical.  I  have  also 
given  it  for  asthma,  bronchitis,  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  paralysis, 


398 


C'ORRESl'ONDKNCE. 


(l^'spepsia,  nervous  debility  and  inercurud  diseases  with  the  great- 
est success.  CiiAS.  IT.  S.  Davis. 
Meriden,  Conn. 


Meuiden,  Conn.,  4th  mo.,  30,  18fi7. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Miner: 

Dear  Sir: — My  attention  was  first  attracted  to  tlic  inhalation  of 
oxygen  by  reading  Birch's  work  "On  the  Therapeutic  Action  of 
Oxygen  with  cases  proving  its  singular  efficacy  in  various  Intract- 
able Diseases;"  London,  1837.  Davy's  "Chemical  and  Philosoph- 
ical Researches,"  1703,  and  a  small  work  "On  the  Inhalation  of 
Gases  and  Medicated  Vapors,  by  W.  Abbotts  Smith,  M.  D., 
M.  K.  C.  P." 

I  know  tiiat  ignorant  pretenders  have  made  a  specialtj"^  of  the 
inhalation  of  ox3'gen  and  other  gases,  but  T  am  confident  from  the 
experience  that  I  have  had  with  it  that  tiiere  is  great  remedial 
virtue  in  it.  I  notice  that  Dr.  Sprague,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  for  May  17,  18G0,  and  Dr.  McLain  in  the  New 
Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  March,  1867,  have  recom- 
mended the  use  of  niti'ous  oxide  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

I  never  put  this  foremost  as  a  cure-all,  but  in  old  chronic  cases 
where  I  have  tried  everything  else,  I  then  try  the  effects  of  oxy- 
gen, and  always  with  benefit.  I  liave  now  under  treatment  a 
lady  who  has  suffered  for  the  past  six  years  with  catarrh,  having 
lost  entirely  her  sense  of  smell.  I  have  given  her  about  two 
gallons  of  oxygen  every  day  for  about  three  weeks,  and  she  has 
now  partially  recovered  her  sense  of  smell  and  has  very  little  dis- 
charge from  the  nose. 

I  should  be  pleased  to  write  an  article  on  the  subject  for  public- 
tion,  giving  my  own  experience.  I  should  be  pleased  to  inform 
any  regular  practitioner  the  whole  modus  operandi  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  gas,  and  other  information  in  regard  to  its  inhalation. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Chas.  H.  S.  Davis,  M.  D. 
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Died — August  15,  186G,  in  Chicago,  Puiltp  S.  DoklanDj  M.  D., 
of  East  Hamburgh,  Erie  count}^,  N.  Y. 

Our  departed  brother  was  worthy  of  soiDothing  more  than  just 
the  passing  notice,  "died."  He  left  his  (iehl  of  usefulness  in  early 
manhood,  being  but  twenty-niue  years  old  at  his  death,  yet  he 
had  won  for  himself  a  reputation  for  professional  skill,  for  chris- 
tian kindness  and  sympathy,  for  strict  iotegity,  and  for  faithful- 
ness in  the  discharge  of  every  dut}^  that  many  of  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  fraternity  might  well  envy.  His  success  was  achieved 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  He  was  emphatically  a  worker.  He 
ever  felt  that  he  was  engaged  in  a  very  serious  and  very  responsi- 
ble business,  and  upon  his  death-bed  in  looking  over  his  past 
career  in  the  ligiit  of  eternity,  he  declared  that  in  every  case  of 
sickness  entrusted  to  liis  care,  he  believed  he  had  done  his  whole 
duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  and  he  expressed  joy  at  tlie  pros- 
pect of  being  translated  through  the  goodness  of  his  Heavenly 
Father  from  this  scene  of  labor  and  responsibility  to  tho>'e  realms 
of  blessedness  that  he  felt  he  was  going  to  inhabit.  Faithful  and 
true  in  life,  he  was  cheerful  and  happy  in  death.  May  his  short 
but  successful  career  be  the  means  of  stimulating  tiie  young  men 
of  our  profession  to  increased  diligence  and  honest}',  the  onl}^  sure 
road  to  permanent  success. 

The  immediate  cause  of  his  death  was  hemorrhage  frCm  the 
lungs.  The  great  exposure  inevitably  connected  with  an  exten- 
sive country  practice  in  this  latitude  had  produced  a  severe  bron- 
chitis from  which  he  had  suffered  much  for  two  or  three  ycar.s 
previous  to  his  death;  occasional  spitting  of  blood  accompanying  it. 
He  was  on  Iiis  way  to  Minnesota  for  the  benefit  of  his  liealth,  and 
had  readied  Chicago  in  good  spirits  and  full  of  liope,  but  was 
there  prostrated  by  a  very  severe  attack  of  hicmorraliage,  from 
which  he  was  unable  to  rally.  He  had  the  benefit  of  tlie  skill  and 
unremitting  attention  of  that  excellent  physician  and  chiistian 
gentleman,  Prof  Davis,  of  Chicago.  He  survived  the  attack  but 
a  few  days,  passing  away  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  Ijis 
remains  were  brought  to  East  Hamburgh  for  interment,  where  an 
immense  concourse  of  people  testified  their  love  of  the  man  and 
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appreciation  of  bis  worth  by  their  sadness,  their  expressions  and 
their  tears.    Peace  to  his  aslies. 
East  Hamburgli,  May  11,  1867. 


DiKu — zVt  Warren,  l*a.,  February  Ilth,  is(j7,  Gailbkaith  A. 
Ikvine,  M.  D.  ,  aged  57  years. 

Dr.  G.  A.  Irvine  was  born  in  Suubiiry,  Ta.,  July  1,  1811,  and 
was  from  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  resj>ectable  families  in  the 
State;  Gen.  Irvine  of  the  llevoliition,  being  his  grandfather. 
He  early  chose  that  profession  which  was  tlie  first  command  of 
our  Savior  to  his  disciples,  "heal  the  sick,"  graduated  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  appointed  Piiysician  and 
Surgeon  to  the  Philadelphia  Alms  House.  His  health  failing  in 
that  position,  he  removed  to  this  county  in  1838,  which  became 
his  residence  until  his  death. 

Dr.  Irvine  was  one  of  the  Curators  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  by  his  devotion  to  his  profession,  of  which  he  was  an 
honor  and  ornament,  won  for  himself  an  extensive  aci^uaintance 
throughout  the  State.  He  was  generous  to  the  poor,  a  firm  be- 
liever in  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible,  kind  and  affectionate  as  a 
father  and  husband,  and  has  left  a  lovely  and  amiable  family  who 
mourn  his  loss,  and  refuse  to  be  comforted,  because  "he  is  not." 
We  hope  it  may  be  said  to  him,  "I  was  sick  and  ye  visited  me." 

T,  F.  P^KKEK,  M.  D. 

Wiirren,  May  14,  18(37. 


Miscellaneous. 

Extract  from  an  Address  read  before  the  Indiana  State  Medical 
Society,  by  the  President, 

1)11.  n.  S.  WOOD  WORTH,  OF  I'ORT  WAYNE. 

Let  me  describe  a  ver^^  few  things  which  I  consider  charlatanic  iu 
the  regular  Physician,  and  the  Physician  above  mediocrity  too: 

1st.  There  is  the  so-called  author,  who  edits,  as  he  calls  it,  a  re- 
print of  some  English  standard  work — by  writing  a  few  unimpor- 
tant notes  and  appending  them  to  the  book,  and  ihen  having  his 
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name  on  the  title  page.  Not  to  call  any  names,  Philadelphia  can 
boast  of  more  physicians  who  have  this  cheap  notoriety'  tiian  any 
other  city  that  I  am  acquainted  with,  though  New  York  and  some 
other  cities  contain  some  of  the  same  sort.  This  I  call  gabbling 
to  little  purpose,  or  charlatanr}' ;  and  certainly,  although  it  may  be 
rather  harndess,  it  is  not  to  be  commended.  There  ought  to  be 
an  international  copyright  law,  to  prevent  these  literary  piracies. 
If  it  were  not  for  being  invidious  or  personal,  I  would  like  to 
name  some  of  the  worst  specimens  of  this  sort,  but  they  will  read- 
ily occur  to  you  all. 

Another  cliarlatanic  practice  is  puffing  one's  self,  or  having  one's 
self  puffed  in  the  secular  newspapers  for  the  performance  of  some 
surgical  operation,  or  for  the  performance  of  some  wonderful  cure. 
I  very  mucli  fear  that  many  of  us  have  been  tempted  to  connive  at 
this  practice,  if  not  to  do  the  very  act.  I  recollect  that  I  read  not 
very  long  since,  a  long  newspaper  article  of  a  really  veiy  good 
physician,  that  abounded  in  the  most  fulsome  flattery  and  egotis- 
tical bombast,  which  described  a  wonderful  cure  performed  by 
himself,  after  the  patient  had  been  given  uj)  by  divers  other  phy- 
sicians. We  all  know  that  the  practice  is  reprehensible,  and  con- 
trary to  good  manners  and  the  code. 

Another  practice  in  our  larger  towns  where  the  ph^'sicians  pre- 
scribe, which  ought  to  be  condemned,  is,  tlie  agreement  between 
Ithysiciaus  and  apothecaries  that  the  physicians  shall  have  a  certain 
])er  cent,  of  all  prescriptions  which  he  may  send  to  their  sliops, 
thereby  tempting  the  physicians  to  write  as  many  prescriptions  of 
cheap,  worthless  drugs  as  he  can  without  incurring  suspicion  of 
the  collusion.  I  have  known  of  many  such  cases,  and  I  have  my- 
self often  had  such  ofl'ers.  No  honorable  physician  should  engage 
in  any  such  dicker. 

The  practices. of  the  real,  downright  quacks,  I  shall  not  under" 
take  to  describe.  We  ai-e  all  too  familiar  with  them.  We  know 
that  their  sole  object  is  to  live  and  get  rich  by  imposing  upon  the 
public.  They  are  all  in  the  same  stratum,  whether  in  the  form  of 
a  little  pill  peddler  of  infinitessimal  sugar  pretenses;  "the  mysti- 
cal, scientilif,  radicalism  of  the  drawing-room;"  the  rejuvenated 
Thoinpsouiau  fire  eaters,  now  yclept  eclectics;  or  "  the  common 
sense,  scientific  radicalism  of  the  barn-yard;"  that  system  which 
VOL.  0,  NO.  10 — 51. 
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Charles  Lamb  said  was  not  iiinv  nor  wonderful,  but  as  old  as  the 
deluge,  and  like  it,  killed  more  than  it  cured,  l  e.  hydropathy,  or 
the  traveling  mountebanks,  abortionists,  et  al.  They  are  all  ene- 
mies of  legitimate  medicine,  and  ergo,  of  mankind. 

And  now  the  question  is,  how  shall  we  combat  them,  or  rather 
their  systems  and  practices,  for  it  will  never  do  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  them  personally.  That  they  can  be  combatted  success- 
full}^  I  verily  believe;  and  that  in  the  good  time  coming  quacks  of 
all  sorts  will  be  scarce,  I  doubt  not. 

Next  to  the  education  of  the  people  universally  in  medical 
knowledge,  a  thing  whicli  will  not  probably  be  accomplished  be- 
fore tlie  millenium,  the  most  important  means  to  put  down  quack- 
ery, as  I  before  said,  is  to  elevate  the  standard  of  our  own  educa- 
tion (and  indeed  I  know  of  no  otiier  means  to  do  it,)  thereby  pro 
ducing  the  results  wliich  1  shall  shortly  mention.  This  proposi 
tion  is  a  truism,  as  we  all  admit. 

But  the  profession  are  not  all  agreed  as  to  the  best  ways  to  ar- 
rive at  this  consummation  so  devoutly  to  be  wished  for.  The 
American  Medical  Association  has  been  discussing  the  subject 
ever  since  the  formation  of  the  society,  without  accomplishing  a 
great  deal,  and  our  State  society,  has  agitated  the  subject  annual 
ly,  without  any  very  important  results,  though  if  we  had  the  zfal 
of  our  learned  friend,  the  late  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Med- 
ical Education,  who  is  certainly  entitled  to  great  credit  for  his  per- 
severance under  discouraging  circumstances  and  difficulties,  some- 
thing more  might  perhaps  have  been  accomplished. 

But  my  chief  design  on  this  occasion  is  to  mention  what  I  con- 
ceive would  be  the  effect  of  elevating  the  standard  of  medical  ed- 
ucation. One  effect  would  be  to  lessen  the  number  of  physicians 
which,  as  everybody  knows,  is  now,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been 
superabundant,  in  fact,  Legion.  "Plato,"  says  Burton,  "made  it 
a  great  sign  of  an  intemperate  and  corrupt  commonwealth  when 
law^'ers  and  physicians  did  abound;"  and  the  Romans  distasted 
them  so  much  that  they  were  often  banished  out  of  their  city; 
as  Pliny  and  Celsus  relate,  for  600  years  not  admitted.  There  is 
a  far  greater  number  than  can  get  a  decent  living  by  the  profes- 
sion exclusively,  and  so  they  either  drag  out  a  miserable  existence 
in  poverty,  or  else  unite  with  their  drug-peddling  (for  it  is  nothing 
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else)  some  other  menial  occiiputioii.  I  know  one  who  is  a  i^reach- 
er  (who  will  for  this,  probably,  never  be  in  any  danger  of  having 
that  "theological  moxa"  applied,  with  which  Dr.  Calvin  killed  our 
brother  Scrvctus,  as  Holmes  said,)  "a  justice  of  the  peace,  a 
tavern  keeper,  postmaster,  hotel  proprietor,  attorney  at  law,  phy- 
sician, school  teacher,  &c. ,  a  Methodist  minister,  who  can  chew  as 
much  tobacco  and  drink  as  much  whisky  as  any  other  man.  And 
I  am  acquainted  with  several  who  have  a  nearly  equal  versatility  of 
talent. 

"We  all  readily  see  that  these  things  not  only  lower  the  profes- 
sion in  the  estimation  of  the  publis,  but  that  they  also  totally  un- 
fit a  man  to  practice  our  profession  successfully;  for  no  man  can 
be  a  skillful  and  successful  practiouer  of  medicine  who  does  not  de- 
vote his  undivided  time  and  attention  to  this  business,  and  no  phy- 
sician has  any  moral  right  to  engage  in  any  other  business  or  occu- 
pation while  he  pretends  to  practice  medicine. 

Another  effect  of  elevating  the  standard  of  Medical  Education 
will  be  to  make  something  more  out  of  physicians  than  mere  drug- 
prescribers;  and  by  this  I  do  not  mean  tiiat  they  will  ignore  medi- 
cines altogether,  by  no  means;  but  that  they  will  use  them  in 
pi'oper  quantities,  and  at  the  proper  times,  and  thus  only.  And 
here  let  me  say,  that  whether  we  believe  in  all  that  the  -'Autocrat 
of  the  Breakfast  table  "  has  said,  and  float  into  his  "  currents  or 
not,"  we  can,  I  think,  most  of  us  heartily  sul)scribe  to  one  of  his 
sajings  in  his  late  romance  of  Elsie  Venuer,  where  he  saj's  about 
the  old  doctor,  "Some  very  silly  people  thought  the  old  doctor 
did  not  believe  in  medicine  because  he  gave  less  than  certain  poor, 
half-taught  creatures  in  the  smaller  neighboring  towns,  who  took 
advantage  of  the  people's  sickness  to  disgust  and  distate  witii  all 
manner  of  ill-smelling,  and  ill-tasting,  and  ill-behaving  drugs — 
to  tell  the  truth,  he  hated  to  give  anj'thing  noxious  or  loath- 
some to  those  who  were  uncomfortable  enough  already,  unless  he 
was  very  sure  it  would  do  good — in  which  case,  he  never  played 
with  drugs,  but  gave  good,  honest,  efficient  doses.  Sometimes  he 
lost  a  family  of  the  most  boorish  sort,  because  they  did  not  think 
they  got  their  money's  wortli  out  of  him,  unless  they  had  some- 
thing more  than  a  taste  of  everthiug  lie  carried  in  liis  saddle-bags." 
While  I  cannot  subscribe  to  all  the  doctrines  of  Sir  John  Forbes, 


-i04 


and  while  I  think  tlie  miitiiral  iubninitiou  Professors  of'  the  Amer- 
iean  Athens  to  be  somewhat  ultra,  I  yet  think  tliat  the}'  have  done 
incalculable  good  to  legitimate  medicine,  by  unmasking  that  ab- 
surd delusion.  Homeopathy,  as  well  as  other  quackeries.  And  if  I 
mistake  not,  already  a  majority  of  tiie  most  ciiliglitened  physicians 
are  witii  Pi-ofessor  Hughes  liennctt,  as  opposed  to  the  more  lieroic 
party. 


Resolutions  of  the  Convention  of  Medical  Teachers. 


The  space  occiiitied  by  report  of  tlic  proceedings  of  tlie  American  Medical 
Association,  and  of  tlie  Convention  of  Teachers  of  Medical  Colleges,  prevents 
extended  remark  upon  the  action  of  eitlier  of  these  bodies,  tliougti  every  member 
of  the  profession  will  feel  a  deep  interest  in  both. 

The  subjects  presented  for  tlie  consideration  of  the  Convention  of  Teachers,  have 
been  for  many  years  under  consideration,  but  no  definite  and  positive  resuKs 
have  ever  been  attained.  One  of  the  first  objecls  proposed  in  the  organization  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  was,  "that  a  uniform  and  elevated  standard  of 
requirements  for  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  should  be  adojited  by  all  the  Medical  Schools 
in  tlie  United  States;"  and  it  was  resolved  that  young  men,  before  lieing  received 
as  students  of  medicine,  should  have  acquired  a  suitable  preliminary  education. 
This  general  question  has  been  under  consideration  for  along  period;  but  from 
inherent  difTiculties  and  diflferences,  from  local  and  other  interests,  no  definite  and 
harmonious  action  has  resulted.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  so  great  changes  can 
be  proposed  without  differences  of  opinion,  in  many  respects— while  in  some  of  the 
changes  proposed,  all  will  agree.  That  medical  students  should  have  acquired 
preliminary  education  before  being  matriculated  in  a  medical  college,  should 
attend  three  terms  of  Lectures,  and  pursue  the  study  of  medicine  four  years,  are 
changes  which  can  hardly  be  opposed  by  those  who  have  the  good  of  the  profession 
in  view.  Tliat  the  terms  of  Medical  Lectures  have  been  too  short,  and  that  loo 
much  has  been  expected  of  students  during  these  terms,  is  also  quite  obvious.  Six 
and  sometimes  seven  lectures  daily,  of  an  hour  each,  have  proved  more  than  most 
students  could  listen  to  with  advantage;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  four 
lectures  thoroughly  digested  would  be  more  instructive  than  six,  which  it  Avould 
generally  be  too  tiresome  to  attend.  Extension  of  Lecture  term,  then,  will  be  a 
kindness  and  an  advantage  to  medical  students.  Upon  the  point  of  what  shall  be 
taught  before  graduation,  and  what  left  to  be  attained  after,  great  differences  may 
be  expected  to  prevail.  Tliat  department  of  medicine  whicli  receives  the  attention 
of  a  teacher,  is  apt  to  ri.se  in  his  estimation,  to  the  highest  rank,  and  be  the  mos^ 
important  in  character,  and  first  to  be  obtained.    That  the  field  has  grown  wider. 


Editorial 


KbifORiAL. 


40,1 


;lD(i  much  luoie  is  now  to  bo  taught  than  was  formerly  necessary  or  possible^ 
cannot  be  doubted;  and  no  one  but  will  see  a  propriety  and  an  advantage  in 
suitable  provision  for  full  instruction  in  all  the  general  divisions  of  medical 
knowledge.  The  propositions  presented  to  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
adopted  quite  unanimously  by  the  Convention  of  Medical  Colleges,  merit  the 
approval  of  the  profession;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  medical  schools  will 
conform  in  letter  and  spirit  as  fully  and  as  early  as  possiI)le.  Public  sentiment  in 
medicine  is  as  powerful  as  elsewhere,  and  will  favor  those  who  cheerfully  accept 
its  reasonable  demands.  It  was  proposed  to  introduce  a  Professorship  of  Medicaj 
Ethics;  evident,  in  the  view  of  the  author,  that  physicians  were  deficient  in  the 
common  civilities  and  courtesies  of  life.  If  the  first  proposition  is  adopted,  and 
students  are  required  to  be  preliminarily  educaled,  the  "medical  ethics"  will 
hardly  require  to  be  specially  taught.  I  have  scarcely  known  cultivalcd  physicians 
^isuse  each  other;  it  comes  of  ignorance,  uncultivated  and  uneducated  barbarity 
Medical  Ethics  requires  attention,  but  cannot  be  reduced  to  arbitrary  rules  and 
regulations.  Regard  for  the  feelings  and  interests  of  others  in  the  same  profession, 
is  a  natural  element  in  the  composition  of  an  educated  gentleman ;  and.  if  a 
physician  has  any  appreciable  amount  of  the  better  qualities  of  humanity,  his 
ethics  will  be  unobjectionable. 

Other  propositions  were  offered,  but  rejected,  after  discussion,  and  the  result  of 
the  deliberation  of  Medical  Teachers  is  exceedingly  creditable  to  the  various 
delegates  and  tho  institutions  which  they  represented.  Young  men  who  have 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  and  those  who  propose  to  commence,  may  at 
first  look  upon  the  anticipated  changes,  as  imposing  upon  them  increased  labors 
and  expenses,  but  a  little  reflection  will  show  that  it  is  for  the  better  in  many 
ways,  and  will,  in  the  end,  compensate  for  tho  additional  outlay. 


Books  Reviewed. 


The  Indigestions  ;  or  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs  Functionally  Treated.  By 
Thomas  Kins  Chambers.    Philadelphia:  Henry  C.  Lea. 

This  volume  is  upon  the  symptoms,  causes  and  cure  of  indigestion,  and  contains 
cases  related  in  detail  illustrating  almost  every  form  of  disease  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  fndigestion.  The  author  gives  us  not  only  his  cases,  upon  which  hi:j 
opinions  are  based,  but  also  the  "distilled  essence"  of  his  observation,  in  his  own 
opinions.  When  an  author  withholds  his  own  opinions  and  only  expresses  the 
views  of  others,  he  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  have  added  anything  to  the  sura  Of 
knowledge ;  happily  the  author  of  this  work  has  not  fallen  into  such  error,  but  can- 
vasses the  whole  ground  within  the  scope  of  his  subject  with  great  i\ccnratene.=s 
and  ability.  He  says  truly:  "It  is  by  aid  of  the  digestive  viscera  alone  tliat  con- 
sumption  can  be  curable.  Medicines  addressed  to  other  parts  may  be  indirectly 
useful  sometimes,  but  they  cf)niwionly  impede  the  recovery;  whereus  iiid  judiciously 
given  in  this  quaiter  is  alvvuys  beneficial  and  often  sucuestful." 
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Quotation  is  quite  UDsatisfactory;  the  whole  vohime  will  be  read  with  deep  inter- 
est by  every  physician;  it  treats  upon  subjects  which  constantly  demand  attention 
from  the  practitioner,  and  thus  may  be  called  of  the  greatest  practical  value. 


Index  of  Diseases  and  their  Treatment.    By  Thomas  Eawkes  Tannkr.  Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay  &  Blakistou. 

As  its  name  indicates  this  book  is  an  index  of  diseases.  The  names  of  diseases, 
causes,  symptoms  and  a  list  of  all  the  remedies  ever  recommended  for  cure,  are 
stated  in  the  fewest  possible  words.  Those  physicians  and  students  who  desire  to 
know  but  the  simplest  facts  concerning  disease  and  the  list  of  medicines  ever  pro- 
posed as  cure,  will  find  exactly  what  they  want  in  this  work.  We  do  not  mean 
that  those  who  are  anxious  to  know  as  little  as  possible  should  make  this  book  a 
standard,  for  what  there  is  of  it,  is  unexceptionable.  It  is  valuable  as  a  dictionary, 
and  is  to  be  consulted  in  the  same  way  and  with  the  same  view.  • 


Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  Seventeenth 
Annual  Session,  held  at  Wiikesbarre,  June,  1806.  Fourth  Series,  part  II.  Pub- 
lished by  the  Society. 

These  transactions  contain  a  number  of  interesting  reports  from  County  Societies 
relating  to  the  causes  which  modify  the  health ;  the  mortality  and  prevalent  dis- 
eases; they  embody  much  of  practical  value  to  all  physicians,  but  more  especially 
to  those  of  the  State.  The  address  delivered  by  the  President,  Dr.  Vim.  Anderson, 
upon  the  duties  of  physicians,  is  very  suggestive,  and  many  would  greatly  profit 
by  its  perusal.  To  our  view  the  present  proceedings  may  be  numbered  among 
the  best  ever  published  by  the  Society,  and  it  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  we 
notice  such  an  active  participation  of  the  members  in  the  great  work  of  "Medical 
Union." 


Reduction  of  Inverted  Uteri  by  a  new  method.    By  Thomas  a.  Emmet,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Now  York  Woman's  Hospital,  ISdO. 

Two  cases  are  reported  in  this  monograph  by  the  author,  in  which  he  effected 
the  reduction  of  inverted  uteri,  by  grasping  the  circumference  of  the  mass  as  near 
the  seat  of  inversion  as  possible,  and  by  upward  pressure,  the  extremities  of  the 
fingers  acting  as  a  wedge  laterally,  roll  out  first  that  portion  last  inverted.  These 
manipulations  in  addition  are  facilitated  in  a  great  measure  by  the  action  of  the 
other  hand  over  the  abdomen.  This  method  of  reduction  merits  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  profession  in  all  similar  cases,  in  which  the  uterus  is  almost 
entirely  contracted  to  its  natural  size. 


Two  Cases  of  ffisophagotomy  for  the  removal  of  foreign  bodies;  with  a  history  of 
the  operation.  By  David  W.  Cheeter,  M.  D.  Boston:  David  Clapp  &  Son, 
186'?. 

This  pamphlet  contains  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  account  of  two  opera- 
tions for  oesophagotomy  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  The  author  states  that, 
after  a  diligent  search,  he  finds  a  record  of  only  fifteen  authentic  cases,  and  also 
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shows  that  as  in  straugnlated  hernia,  uriimry  extravasatioB,  or  croup,  so  in  oesopha- 
gotomy,  there  is  danger  in  delay.  That  the  risks  of  operation  depend  on  gi%ill  in 
its  performance,  and  not  on  its  sequences.  We  believe  that  more  attention  should 
be  devoted  to  this  operation,  and  Dr.  Cheever  certainly  deserves  credit  in  having 
performed  and  published  the  first  cases  of  the  kind  in  this  country. 


Inhalations  in  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Kcspiratory  Passages,  particularly 
as  aft'ccted  by  the  use  of  Atomized  Fluids.  By  J.  M.  Da  Costa.  M.  O.  Phila- 
delphia: J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1807. 

The  snbstauce  of  this  monograph  appeared  some  time  since  in  the  numbers  of 
the  New  York  Medical  Journal.  Attracting  considerable  attention  it  has  been 
issued  in  the  present  neat  and  beautiful  manner.  The  readers  of  this  Journal  will 
readily  perceive  its  value  by  the  following  index  of  the  chapters,  viz; 

1.  The  history  of  inhalations  and  the  apparatus  employed.  2.  The  mode  of 
administering  inhalations.  3.  The  penetrability  of  atomized  fluids  into  the  air  pas- 
sages.   4.  Doses  of  medicine  for  inhalation.    5.    Therapeutic  considerations. 

We  have  not  space  for  an  extended  review,  and  as  Dr.  Da  Costa'S*works  are  so 
favorably  known,  it  will  not  be  necessary.  We  trust  this  book  will  find  its  way  to 
every  physician's  libraiy. 


Treatment  of  Fractures  of  the  Lower  Jaw  by  Interdental  Splints.    By  Tho.mas 
Brain  Gunning,  1866. 

All  surgeons  have  undoubtedly  felt  more  or  less  the  inconvenience  arising  from 
the  use  of  the  bandage  in  cases  of  fracture  of  the  lower  jaw,  either  by  their  inter- 
fering with  the  circulation,  thus  preventing  union,  by  their  leaving  teeth  loosened 
by  the  injury  unsupported,  or  by  their  painful  restriction  of  the  motions  of  the  jaw, 
cheeks  and  lips.  The  introduction  of  interdental  splints  is  designed  to  overcome 
all  these  diflSculties,  and  the  anther's  invention  seems  eminently  adapted  to  this 
object. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 


The  Science  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  William  Aitken,  M.  1'.,  Edinburgh,  Fro- 
fe.ssor  of  Pathology  in  the  Army  Medical  School,  etc.,  etc  ,  in  two  volumes,  vol. 
2.  From  the  fourth  Loudon  edition,  with  additions,  by  Meredith  Clyirer,  M.  D., 
late  Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
New  York,  etc.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1866.  For  sale  by  Theodore 
Butler,  Buffalo. 

On  the  Action  of  Medicines  in  the  System,  by  Frederick  William  licadlaiul,  M.  !»., 
B.  A.,  F.  L.  S.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  etc.,  etc.  Fifth 
American  from  the  fourth  London  edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  Philadelphia: 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1807.    For  sale  by  Theodore  Butler,  Buffalo. 
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Guide  for  usiug  Medical  Batteries;  (being  a  compendium  from  his  larger  wori<  on 
Medical  Electricity  and  Nervous  Diseases,)  showing  the  most  approved  Appara- 
tus, Methods  and  Rules  for  the  Medical  employment  of  Electricity  in  the  treat- 
ment of  Nervous  Diseases.  By  Alfred  C.  Garratt,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society,  etc.  rhiladclnhia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  If 67.  For  sale 
by  Theodore  Butler,  BuSalo. 

Watson  Abridged ;  a  Synopsis  of  tlie  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Physic,  delivered  at  King's  College,  London,  by  Thomas  Watson,  M.  D,,  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  etc.  Abridged  from  Ihe  last  English  edition, 
with  a  concise  but  complete  account  of  the  properties,  uses,  preparations,  doses, 
etc.,  by  J.  J.  Meylor,  A,  M.,  M.  D.  Philndeli)hia:  Published  by  the  Author. 
For  sale  by  Theodore  Butler,  Buflklo. 

Why  Not?  A  Book  for  every  AVonian.  The  Prize  Essay  to  which  the  American 
Medical  Association  awarded  the  Gold  Modal  for  ]8(ij.  By  Horatio  Robinson 
Storer,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the  Franciscan  Hospital  for  Women,  etc.  Boston: 
Lee  &  ShepanI,  l«(i7. 

Medical  Register  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  181)7.  Euibraciug  Notices  of  the 
Medical,  Benevolent  and  Public  Institutions  of  Washington,  by  J.  M.  Toner, 
M.  D. 

Code  of  Medical  Ethics  adopted  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  revised  to 
date.    New  York:  William  Wood  <t  Company,  18()7. 

A  Theory  of  Inllammation;  its  Cause,  Course,  and  Rationale  of  Treatment.  By 
Nelson  M.  North,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  ^letropolitan  Police,  etc.  New  York:  Wm. 
Wood  &  Company,  18G7. 

Report  to  the  International  Sanitary  Conference,  of  a  commission  from  that  body, 
on  the  Origin,  Endemicity,  Transmissilnlity  and  Propagation  of  Asiatic  Chole.!a. 
Translated  by  Samuel  L.  Abbott,  M.  D.,  Physician  of  the  Massachuseits  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  etc. 

Advice  to  Students — An  Address  delivered  at  the  oyiening  of  the  Medical  Tjcctures 
of  Harvard  University,  Nov.  7,  LSdli.  by  Prof.  C.  E.  Brown-Sequard,  M.  D. 

Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  New  Y^ork  State  Lunatic 
Asylum,  for  the  year  186(5. 


Albany  Medical  College. — Our  advertisement  sheet  contains  announcement  of 
the  Lecture  Term  in  the  Albany  Medical  College.  It  will  be  noticed  that  S.  Oakley 
Vanderpoel,  M.  D.,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  General  Pathology  and  Clinical 
Medicine;  James  E.  Pomfret,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology;  John  V.  Lansing, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica.  These  recent  additions  to.  the  faculty  will,  no 
doubt,  increase  the  advantages  of  the  school.  Its  prosperous  cndition  may  be 
seen  jn  the  number  of  yearly  graduates;  the  la.st  term  furnished  fifty-three, 
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To  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  Convention  of  Teacliors  of  the  Medical  Colleges,  convened  by  your  Com- 
mittee in  the  City  of  Cincinnati,  May  3d,  1867,  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  "  That  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  adopted  by  this  Convention,  cer- 
tified to  by  its  ofliccrs,  be  transmitted  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  its 
next  Session." 

In  obedience,  therefore,  to  this  action,  we,  the  President  and  Secretary  of  said 
Convention,  beg  leave  herewith  to  transmit  the  following: 

"  Besolved — 1st.  That  every  student  applying  for  matriculation  in  a  Medical 
College,  shall  be  required  to  show,  either  by  satisfactory  cerlifieate,  or  by  a  direct 
e.vamination  by  a  Committee  of  the  Faculty,  that  ho  po.ssesses  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  common  English  branches  of  Education,  including  the  first  series  of 
Mathematics,  elements  of  Natmal  Sciences,  and  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  Latin 
and  Greek  to  understand  the  technical  terms  of  the  profession:  and  that  the  cer- 
tificate pre.=cnted  on  the  result  of  the  examination  thus  required,  be  regularly 
tiled  as  a  part  of  the  records  of  each  Medical  College. 

2d.  Tiiat  every  medical  student  be  required  to  study  four  full  years,  including 
three  regular  annual  courses  of  Medical  College  instruction,  before  being  admitted 
to  an  examination  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

3d.  That  the  minimum  duration  of  a  regular  annual  lecture  term,  or  course  of 
Medical  College  instruction,  shall  be  six  calendar  months. 

4th.  That  every  Medical  College  shall  embrace  in  its  curriculum  the  following 
branches,  to  be  taught  by  not  less  than  nine  Professors,  namely:  Descriptive 
Anatomy,  including  Dissections;  Inorganic  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,  Organic 
Chemistry  and  Toxicology ;  General  Pathology,  Thorapeuiics,  Pathological 
Anatomy  and  Public  Hygiene;  Surgical  Anatomy  and  Operation  of  Surgery; 
Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Medical  Ethics;  Practice  of  Medicine,  Practice  of 
Surgery,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children;  Clinical  Medicine  and 
Clinical  Surgery.  And  that  these  several  branches  shall  be  divided  into  three 
groups  or  series,  corresponding  with  the  three  courses  of  Medical  College  instruc- 
tion required. 

The  first,  or  Freshmax  Series,  shall  embrace  Descriptive  Anatomy  and  Practi- 
cal Dissections;  Physiology  and  Histology;  Inorganic  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica 
and  Therapeutics.  To  these  the  attention  of  the  student  shall  be  mainly  restricted 
dui'ing  his  first  course  of  Medical  College  Instruction,  and  in  these  he  shall  sub- 
mit to  a  thorough  examination,  l)y  the  proper  members  of  the  Faculty,  at  its  close, 
and  receive  a  certificate  indicating  the  degree  of  his  progress. 

The  second,  or  Junior  Series,  shall  embrace  Organic  Chemistry  and  Toxicolo- 
gy; General  Pathology,  Morbid  Anatomy  and  Public  Hygiene;  Surgical  Anatomy 
Operations  of  Surgery;  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Medical  Ethics.  To  the.se  the 
attention  of  the  medical  student  shall  be  directed  during  his  second  course  of 
Medical  College  Instruction,  and  in  them  he  shall  be  examined  at  the  close  of  his 
second  course,  in  the  same  manner  as  after  the  first. 

The  third,  or  Senior  Series,  shall  embrace  Practical  Medicine;  Practical  Sur- 
gery, Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  peculiar  to  women  and  children,  with  Clinical  Med- 
icine and  Clinical  Surgery  in  Hospital.  Those  shall  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
student  during  his  third  course  of  College  instruction,  and  at  its  close  he  shall  be 
eligible  to  a  general  examination  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  .Medicine. 

The  instruction  in  the  three  series  is  to  be  given  simultaneously,  and  to  continue 
throughout  the  whole  of  each  annual  College  term;  each  student  attending  the 
lectures  on  such  branches  as  belong  to  his  period  of  progress  in  study,  in  the  same 
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mamicr  as  tlu^  .SoplioinDre,  .runini'  iiml  rifuior  Class(!S,  each  pursue  their  rospen- 
tlve  studies  simultaneously  thiounlioul  the  Collegiate  Year,  in  all  our  Literary 
Colleges. 

.'>th.  Tliat  every  Medical  College  should  imnicdialoly  adopt  some  oflbctual  method 
of  ascertaining  the  actual  attendance  ol'  students.  u|)on  its  lectures  and  other  exer- 
cises, and  at  the  close  of  each  sassion,  of  the  attendance  of  the  student  a  certili- 
nato,  specifying  the  time  and  the  courses  of  instruction  actually  attended,  should 
he  given,  and  such  ccu'tilicate  only  should  Ijc  received  by  other  Colleges  as  evi- 
dence of  such  altondencc. 

(ith.  That  a  Committee  of  Five  be  api)ointed  ))y  the  President,  whoso  duty  it 
shall  ))e  to  ])resent  the  several  i)ro])ositi()ns  adopted  by  the  Convention,  to  the 
Trustees  and  Faculties  of  all  the  Medical  Colleges  in  this  country,  and  solicit  tiieir 
delinite  action  thereon,  with  a  view  to  the  early  and  simultaneous  practical  adop- 
tion of  tlie  same  througliout  the  wh(de  country.  And  tiiat  the  Committei^  be 
authorized  to  call  another  Convention  whenever  deemed  advisable." 

Resi)ectfully  Forwarded, 

A.  STILLfi.  M.  D.. 

GUbTAV  C.  E.  AVEI5EH.  M.  D.,  Skcuetaky. 


Monthly  Report  of  Deaths  in  the  City  of  Buffalo, 

For  the  Month,  of  Ajiril.  1807. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  from  disease,  125. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2  still-born  were  reported  in  the  city. 

Skx. — Afales  78,  Females  49.  Causes  of  death. — Accident,  by  drowning.  1,  .\.p- 
oplexy,  Cerebral  2,  Bronchitis  3,  Cancer  2,  Cancer  of  the  mouth  1,  Cancer  of  the 
Stomach  1,  Cancer  of  the  Womb  1,  Cholera  Infantum  1,  Cholera  Morbus  1,  Con- 
sumption 2o,  Convulsions  1",  Croup  2,  Debility  fl,  Disease  of  the  Heart  3,  Disease 
of  t!ie  Lungs  I,  Disease  of  the  Stomach  1,  Diphtheria  2,  Dropsy,  General  2,  DropSy 
of  the  Brain  1,  Erysipelas  3,  Fever,  Puerperal  2,  Fever,  Typhoid  4,  Fever,  Typhus 
1,  Fracture  of  Skull  1,  Gangrene  of  Lung  I,  Ilfemorrhage  1,  Hjeraorrhage  from 
Lungs  2.  Liflammation  of  Brain  and  Meninges  4.  Liflammation  of  the  Lungs  \i.  In- 
flammation of  Lungs,  Typhoid  4,  Inflammation  of  Lungs  and  Pleura  1.  Inflamma- 
tion of  Womb  1,  Influenza  1.  Infanticide  1,  Kidneys,  Bright's  disease  of,  1,  .Mening- 
itis, Cere-Spin.  1,  Measles  1,  Old  Age  8,  Paralysis  3,  Premature  Birth  2,  liheuniati-im 
1,  SufTocation  1,  Unknown  2.    Total  deaths  from  Diseases,  12.5.   Still-Born,  2. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  in  each  month  of  the 
present  year;  the  number  in  ISOC).  and  the  average  of  each  month  for  five  years, 
1862  to  ]«f) inclusive: 


1807. 

1 800. 

')  y's  average. 

January, 

!)'> 

127 

127 

February, 

1.30 

i:i2 

125 

March. 

-      1  ;■).■) 

ino 

120 

April,      -      -  . 

127 

12;! 

128 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  present  year  is  2.'>  more 
than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  and  7  more  than  the  average  for 
five  years.  Saxoford  Eastmax.  Health  Physician. 
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Original  Communications.. 

ART.  I. — Abstract  of  f  roceedings  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association. 

Tdesday  Evening,  May  Vth,  1867. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President.  Members 
present — Drs.  Gould,  Eastman,  Little,  Lothrop,  AVetmore,  Samo, 
Camerling,  Gay,  Nichell,  Daggett,  Sheldon,  Schuyler,  Strong  and 
Johnson. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  Strong  moved  that  the  regular  order  of  business  be  sus- 
pended that  the  Association  may  hear  the  valedictory  address  of 
Dr.  Gould,  the  retiring  President.  Carried. 

Dr.  Gould  then  read  the  following  valedictory  address: 

Gentlemen: — It  is  an  established  custom  for  the  retiring  Presi- 
dent to  address  a  few  parting  words  to  the  members  of  the  Associ- 
ation, a  custom  perhaps  more  honored  in  the  breach  than  observ- 
ance. But,  as  the  precedent  is  established,  I  must  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  those  who  have  gone  before,  and  give  you  my  parting 
benediction. 

The  occasion  does  not  seem  to  me  to  require  a  dissertation  u|jon 
any  special  subject,  but  more  appropriately  a  review  of  the  condi- 
tion and  doings  of  the  Association  during  the  past  year.  This, 
with  some  allusions  and  comparisons  of  ancient  sanitary  customs 
with  those  of  our  own  da}',  and  a  glance  at  our  Josses,  diu'iog"  thP 
you  0,  NO.  11 — b'i, 
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past  ten  years,  will  comprise  the  main  points  upon  which  T  pro- 
pose to  occupy  a  few  moments  of  your  time. 

Our  worthy  and  efficient  Treasurer  reports  the  Association  free 
from  debt,  and  a  small  balance  in  his  hands.  As  he  makes  a  full 
statement  of  the  finances,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  dwell 
upon  the  subject.  Yet  there  is  one  point  in  this  connection  that  I 
would  urge  upon  the  attention  of  the  members,  and  that  is,  the 
prompt  pa3  mcnt  of  the  yearly  dues.  1  can  recognize  no  valid 
reason  why  members  should  allow  themselves  to  be  one,  two,  or 
three  years  in  arrears  for  dues. 

I  regret  to  notice  the  fact,  that  during  the  past  year,  our  meet- 
ings have  not  been  as  well  attended  as  the}'  should  have  been. 
Whether  this  is  to  be  ascribed  to  indifi"erence,  forgetfulness,  or 
circumstances  beyond  control,  it  may  not  become  me  to  say.  On 
a  former  occasion  I  took  the  liberty  of  calling  attention  to  this 
matter,  and  suggested  as  a  remedy-,  more  frequent  meetings. 
Often  during  the  past  year  we  have  had  a  bare  c^uorum  present, 
and  more  than  once  our  meeting  went  by  default.  With  a  mem- 
bership of  forty  or  more,  this  should  not  be,  and  for  the  credit  of 
the  profession  in  as  large  a  city  as  this,  an  Association  like  ours, 
should  not  be  as  it  has  been.  The  oldest  and  most  experi- 
enced members  may  derive  pleasure  and  profit  from  mutual 
interchange  of  thought,  and  the  advancement  of  new  ideas, 
and  certainly  the  young  and  inexperienced  members  can  ahva\s 
learn  therefrom  something  new  and  uscfid.  Negligent,  as  I  have 
been  in  years  past,  I  can  say  with  truth,  that  I  never  attended  a 
meeting  of  this  Association  that  I  did  not  learn  something,  thst 
sooner  or  later,  was  of  practical  benefit — the  history  of  a  case, 
the  discovery  of  some  new  lemedy,  or  improvement  in  the  treat- 
ment of  some  disease  by  some  of  the  more  experienced  of  my 
professional  brethren,  alwa^'s  i)roved  to  me  both  profitable  and 
instructive.  For  this  reason  alone,  would  I  urge  upon  all,  a  more 
strict  attendance  in  the  future,  and  a  more  general  custom  of 
reporting  cases.  If  a  case  is  successfull}'  treated  by  old  and  estab- 
lished remedies,  let  us  know  it,  for  it  is  good  new.<;.  If  a  new  and 
improved  treatment  is  tried,  give  us  the  result,  for  that  too  will 
be  good  new.*;,  whether  it  proves  successful  or  not.  Let  every  one 
report  something,  and  thereby  help  to  increase  the  interest  of  our 
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meetings.  Too  man}'  think  they  cannot  report  cases  that  will 
interest  the  members  of  the  Association,  and  also  fear  that 
their  views  may  l)e  criticised,  or  tlicir  treatment  condemned 
by  older  members.  To  those  let  me  say,  do  not  fear  that,  for  if 
wrong,  a  fair  and  honest  discussion  of  the  subject,  will  in  tlie  end 
benelit  more  than  it  will  injure,  even  if  not  approved.  Then, 
again,  let  the  young  men  remember  that  the  older  and  now  most 
active  meudiers,  will  necessarily  soon  pass  away;  must  in  due 
course  of  time  vacate  the  stage,  and  their  places  be  filled  b}'  those 
younger  in  years  and  in  practice.  Therefore,  let  me  sa}-,  hide  not 
your  talent,  but  come  boldly  up  to  the  mark,  and  let  your  light 
shine.    Be  not  onl}-  attendants,  but  participants  in  the  good  work. 

The  revival  during  the  winter  of  the  old  plan  of  having  a  disser- 
tation read  on  some  special  subject,  by  a  member  elected  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting,  is  well  calculated  to  elicit  deliate,  and  if  continued 
in  a  proper  manner  and  spirit,  will  greatly  add  to  the  usefulness 
and  interest  of  the  meetings  of  the  Association. 

On  assuming  the  duties  of  the  chair,  I  took  the  libertv  of  speak- 
ing upon  matters  pertaining  to  the  general  sanitary  condition  of 
our  city  in  view  of  the  impending  danger  of  a  visitation  of  Asiatic 
cholera.  Providentially,  we  were  spared,  only  perhaps  for  a  sea- 
son. Fortunately  for  us,  tlie  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual 
freedom  from  any  serious  epidemic  disease.  However,  all  I  then 
said  on  the  subject  will  apply  with  equal  force  at  the  present  time. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Board  of  Health,  as  at  present  organ- 
ized, will  prove  much  superior  to  that  of  the  past.  As  long  as 
commissioners  are  selected,  on  account  merel}-  of  political  expe- 
diency, we  may  reasonably  expect  them  to  understand  political 
"^ac^fcs"  much  better  tlian  mortuary-  statistics. 

It  has  been  said,  and  probably  with  truth  in  some  respects,  that 
if  the  people  of  ancient  times  could  re-visit  the  earth,  they  -would 
be  greatly  surprised.  No  doubt  thej'  would,  in  some  things.  But 
in  regard  to  sanitary  improvements,  I  veril}'  believe  the  laugh 
would  be  against  us.  For  instance,  Rome  two  thousand  3'ears 
ago,  had  her  eight  hundred  public  baths,  hot,  cold  and  vapor,  and 
what  was  better  slill,  the  people,  rich  and  poor,  used  them  freely. 
With  us,  the  lake  and  canals  afford  the  only  bathing  accommoda- 
tion for  the  poor,  and  if  they  go  there,  they  subject  themselves 
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very  properly  to  arrest  and  i)unislinicnt.  No  people  of  modern 
times  have  equaled  the  Romans  in  the  magnilicence  of  the  works 
which  they  constructed  for  tlic  puri)Ose  of  bi'inging  supplies  of 
water  to  their  provincial  towns,  as  well  as  to  Rome  itself.  Such  a 
quantity  of  Mater  was  introduced  into  the  citv,  that  whole  rivers 
seemed  to  flow  through  the  streets  and  down  the  sewers,  so  that 
every  house  had  its  pipes  and  cisterns,  sufficient  to  furnish  a  copi- 
ous and  abundant  supply.  Their  aqueducts  are  incontestible  mon- 
uments of  the  greatness  of  their  designs,  and  valleys,  mountains 
and  extensive  plains,  offered  no  impediment  which  they  did  not 
surmount  by  skill,  and  the  exercise  of  an  indomitable  will. 

It  is  said  that  Agrippa  alone  erected  one  hundred  and  thirty 
reservoirs,  and  opened  one  hundred  and  five  fountains  in  connec- 
tion with  them.  The  daily  supply  of  water  amounted  to  eight 
hundred  thousand  tons.  Tlie  quality  was  extremel}^  salubrious 
and  the  quantitj-  abundant.  The  arrangements  for  an  equal  distri- 
bution were  on  a  scale  of  convenience  as  well  as  magnificence. 
Every  quarter  of  the  citj',  however  poor,  was  equallj-  well  supplied. 
From  the  sight  of  that  magnificent  fountain  of  Paul  V,  at  Rome, 
bring  one  of  her  citizens  and  place  him  beside  our  fountain  in  the 
Court  House  Park,  and  tell  him  that  he  has  traveled  down  the 
long  vista,  from  the  dark  ages  of  antiquity,  to  the  j'ear  of  our 
Lord  1867,  the  age  of  great  improvements,  and  that  the  monu- 
ment before  him  was  one  of  the  evidences  of  progress,  and  on 
which  side,  think  you,  would  the  laugh  be  ? 

The  Romans,  regardless  of  labor  or  expense,  built  their  aque- 
ducts over  valle3'S,  supported  by  thousands  of  arches,  and  tunneled 
through  solid  rock  for  miles,  by  which  means  each  inhabitant  was 
supplied  with  ten  times  the  amount  of  pure  water  that  we  are 
supplied  with. 

Our  water  works  consist  of  a  reservoir  made  of  clay;  an  engine 
house,  and  a  short  subterranean  canal  or  tunnel  under  the  pier  to 
the  edge  of  the  river,  from  which  for  about  four  months  in  the 
3'ear  we  are  supplied  with  water  enriched  with  the  aroma,  if  not 
the  more  solid  contents  of  our  sewers;  all  of  which  could  be  easily 
avoided  by  a  few  j'ards  of  tunneling,  which  would  give  us  the  pure 
water  of  lake  Erie  the  whole  year,  as  an}-  one  can  see  by  observ- 
ing what  a  short  distance  the  water  in  the  river  is  affected  beyond 
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tlie  pier.  The  city  and  private  citizens  pay  enormonsly  for  the 
privilege  of  swallowing  the  nauseous  dose  one-third  of  the  year. 

In  our  sister  city  of  Chicago,  the  people  became  disgusted  with 
the  water  taken  from  the  edge  of  the  lake,  which,  like  our  Niagara, 
contained  too  many  rich  things  finely  flavored  from  the  city  sew- 
erage, and  have  lately  penetrated  under  tlie  lake  two  miles,  and 
her  citizens  are  now  supplied  with  pure,  clean  water,  "sweet  as 
the  stream  that  gushes  from  the  mountain  side. " 

An  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  was  a  special  characteristic 
of  the  ancients,  and  such  an  abuse  of  the  laws  of  health,  as  we  are 
obliged  to  suljmit  to  in  this  respect,  would  not  have  l)een  tolerated 
for  a  moment,  when  the  remedy  was  so  eas}-  of  accomplishment. 
In  the  la3'ing  out  of  all  our  great  cities,  this  great  natural  want 
and  sanitary  requirement,  is  not  thought  of,  and  in  every  case  is 
left  for  after  consideration. 

In  the  great  city  of  London,  the  water  is  turned  on  only  for  a 
fraction  of  an  hour  in  a  da}',  and  has  to  be  received  in  cisterns,  or 
barrels,  consequently  pure  water  is  never  at  the  Londoner's  com- 
mand. These  receptacles,  tliougli  filled  every  day,  are  seldom 
emptied,  save  on  rare  occasions,  so  that  tlie  water  sent  in  weeks, 
months  or  years  as>'0,  though  diluted  by  dail}'  accessions,  is  never 
exhausted,  and  they  go  on  drinking  a  mixture  whicli  has  been 
imbibing  impurities  from  a  foul  atmosphere,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
how  long,  and  the  result  upon  the  health  of  the  community  needs 
only  to  be  suggested.  On  Snndaj'  the  water  is  not  turned  on  at 
all,  the  consequence  being,  that  on  that  day  some  half  a  million 
of  the  poor,  who  need  it  most,  do  not  get  any. 

A  writer  in  the  Times  of  January  last,  says:  "In  man}'  houses 
the  water  for  the  Sunday  uses  has  to  be  begged  from  neighbors. 
Sometimes  for  part  of  Sunday  and  Monday,  a  whole  court  has  to 
borrow  for  their  scant  necessities  from  a  'public'  at  the  corner. 
Thus  the  day  of  all  others,  when  the  homes  of  the  poor  are 
crowded,  the  means  of  cleanliness  and  comfort  are  even  less  than 
on  working  days."  Tlieir  own  papers  are  our  authority  for  what 
has  been  stated. 

It  is  true  that,  there  has  been  discoveries  and  improvements  in 
mechanism,  and  in  the  arts  and  sciences.  And  yet  much  that  we 
boast  of  in  that  respect,  are  only  re-discoveries  of  what  had  been 
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lost  during  the  dark  ages,  and  were  quite  as  well  understood  1»y 
the  ancients  three  thousand  years  ago.  In  most  that  relates  to 
sanitarj^  laws,  and  the  science  of  preserving  health,  we  have  been 
retrograding  for  ages.  The  great  minds  of  the  present  day  have 
been  perverted,  and  turned  into  other  channels.  Inventions  and 
accumulation  are  the  order  of  the  da}-,  and  tliis  great  (piestion  of 
human  i)ower,  healtli  and  iiappiness,  together  with  the  laws  which 
govern  that  power,  is  ignored,  or  almost  entireh'  neglected.  If 
any  doubt  my  word,  let  them  use  their  e3  es.  Let  tiiem  visit  our 
markets,  tenement  houses,  etc.,  and  there  observe  how  half  the 
people  live,  and  on  what  they  feed.  But  I  must  leave  this  sub- 
ject, as  I  am  trespassing  too  much  on  3'our  time  and  good  nature. 

Thanks  to  a  kind  Providence,  our  ranks  during  the  j'ear,  remain 
unbroken  b^^  death.  Tliis  cannot  always  be.  A  few  j-ears  and 
many  familiar  faces  will  be  missed.  My  thoughts  dwell  sadly 
upon  this,  whenever  I  take  a  retrospective  glance  at  the  changes 
time  has  brought  aliout  since  the  organization  of  this  Association. 

Within  the  past  ten  j-ears  we  have  lost  bright  jewels  and  rough 
diamonds  not  a  few.  Permit  me  to  mention  in  this  connection 
the  names  of  those  who  were  then  members,  but  who  will  meet 
with  us  no  more.  They  rest  wlierc  the  midnight  l)ell  will  no  more 
arouse  them  from  peaceful  slumber.  Beneath  the  waving  branchei 
of  the  cypress  and  the  willow,  they  "sleep  the  sleep  that  knows 
no  waking."  Nobler,  truer,  trustier  hearts,  never  beat  in  human 
breast.  They  rest  from  their  labor,  but  their  good  works  will 
live  long  after  the  hand  that  pens  this  tribute  to  their  memory 
shall  have  mouldered  awa}-,  and  joined  its  kindred  dust. 


The  record  inscribed  on  memory's  tablet,  embrace  the  following 
names : 


"We'll  not  forget  them,  we  who  stay 

To  toil  a  little  longer  here; 
Their  names,  their  faith,  their  worth  shall  lie 

On  memory's  page,  all  bright  and  clear." 


Bissell, 

Burwell, 

Lewis, 


Newman, 
Sprague, 


Trowbridge, 

Treat, 

Wilcox, 

Lockwood, 

Howell, 


Butler. 
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A  loss  in  teu  short  years  of  nearly  one-fourth  of  our  members 
by  death  alone.  Here  we  have  a  practical  and  positive  illustration 
of  the  fact,  that  death  seeks  not  alone  the  aged  and  infirm,  for 
some  of  the  number  fell  before  arriving  at  middle  age,  while  oth- 
ers had  little  more  than  reached  the  stage  of  manhood;  others, 
however,  had  reached  that  stage  when  "the  eye  is  dim  and  manly 
vigor  abated. "  Thus  we  are  taught  that  we  are  frail  mortals,  and 
know  not  what  a  day  or  an  hour  may  bring  forth.  With  the  seeds 
of  disease  implanted  in  our  nature,  the  food  the  water  we 

drink,  and  the  air  we  breathe,  are  all  impregnated  with  death. 
All  the  promises  of  life  are  but  dust.  "They  fade  as  the  flower, 
and  are  as  fleeting  as  the  summer  cloud. " 

During  the  same  period  we  have  lost  by  removal  to  other  locali- 
ties nineteen  members,  which  would  leave  us  twenty-nine  out  of 
fifly-eight,  just  half  our  membership  ten  years  p,go.  To  me  there 
is  a  shade  of  sadness  mingled  with  this  retrospect  of  a  single 
decade,  for  among  those  lost  to  us  by  death  and  removal  were 
some  whose  warm  personal  friendship  will  cease  to  be  remembered 
only  with  life  itself  Taking  a  prospective  view,  what  changes 
may  we  not  reasonably  expect  in  the  same  period  to  come  ?  How 
many  now  present  will  meet  in  this  I'oom  ten  years  from  this  eve- 
ning? When  that  anniversary  arrives,  should  1  be  spared,  1  hope 
to  hear  the  retiring  President,  or  some  surviving  member,  make  a 
similar  statement  of  the  change  which  time  has  wrought  with  the 
members  of  the  Association. 

Gentlemen,  for  your  patience  and  attention  to  these  rambling 
thoughts,  and  the  kindness  and  consideratiou  shown  me  on  all 
occasions,  espcecially  Avhile  occujjying  tlie  cliair,  and  acting  as 
your  presiding  officer,  permit  me  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks. 

At  the  conclusion  of  tJie  address,  Dr.  Eastman  moved  tliat  the 
thanks  of  the  Association  be  tendered  to  Dr.  Gould  for  his  able 
and  interesting  address,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested  for  publica- 
tion in  the  Journal.    The  vote  was  unanimous  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gould,  Drs.  Strong  and  Gay,  were  a})pointed 
a  committee  to  conduct  the  President  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  Eastman,  on  taking  the  chair,  thanked  the  Association  i'or 
the  honor  conferred  upon  him  in  electing  him  President  of  the 
Association,  and  said  that  it  was  not  until  within  a  few  hours  that 
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he  had  concluded  to  accept  the  position,  and  was  not  therefore 
prepared  to  make  any  extended  remarks  at  this  time,  but  hoped  to 
be  able  to  address  them  at  a  future  meeting. 

By  vote  of  the  Association  Dr.  Diehl  was  invited  to  attend  the 
meetings  until  tiie  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Erie  County  Med- 
ical Society-. 

Reports  of  officers  and  committees  being  in  order,  the  Secretary 
read  a  special  report  from  the  Treasurer,  which  was,  by  vote, 
referred  to  the  auditing  board. 

Dr.  Gay  was  elected  to  read  an  essay  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Association. 

Adjourned.  T.  M.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 


ART.  II. — Lake  Erie  Medical  Society — A  case  of  Hydrocele  treated 
with  Ammonia  Ferric  Alum.    By  H.  M.  Rogers,  M.  D.  ,  Dunkirk. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  those  members  of  the  Society  who 
were  present  at  the  meeting  in  Dunkirk  in  May  last,  that  I  reported 
a  case  of  hydrocele,  successfully  treated  with  a  remedy  compara- 
tively new  to  the  profession,  and  which  had  never  before  been 
applied  in  that  disease.  I  refer  to  the  ammonio  ferric  alum. — 
Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  another  and  a  successful  case 
treated  with  the  same  remedy. 

In  the  present  instance  ihe  tumor  was  one  of  unusual  dimensions, 
and  I  think  will  be  regarded  as  unique  in  some  of  its  features. 
The  following  is  its  histor}- : 

The  patient,  J.  R.,  is  a  German,  45  years  of  age,  healthy,  and 
of  good  constitution.  About  nine  years  since,  while  a  soldier  in 
the  revolution  of  1848,  he  received  a  kick  from  a  comrade  upon 
the  scrotum,  which  resulted  in  inflammation,  followed  by  hydro- 
cele. This  hydrocele  continued  for  many  years,  small  in  size,  and 
with  but  little  inconvenience  or  pain,  and  but  little  was  done  in 
form  of  treatment.  In  the  year  1864,  while  working  in  a  brick- 
yard, he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  much  injured  in  the  back  and 
about  the  perineum  and  scrotum,  by  tlie  fall  of  a  pile  of  bricks. 
This  accident  was  followed  l)y  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  tumor, 
and  the  patient  came  under  the  professional  care  of  the  late  Dr. 
C.  K.  Irwin,  of  Dunkirk.  Dr.  I.  in  1865  drew  off  the  contents, 
^.mounting  to  three  (|uarts  of  bloody  serum;  since  which  time 
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nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  treatment  until  he  came  under 
my  chai-ge  in  February  of  the  jjresent  year.  On  presenting  him- 
self at  my  office  I  found  the  dimensions  of  the  scrotum  to  be, 
froiu  perineum  to  the  pubic  arch  15  inches,  and  tiie  circumference 
17  inches,  and  upon  drawing  ofl"  the  contents  the  amount  removed 
was  forty-eight  ounces. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  my  previous  paper  I  remarked, 
that  where  the  tumor  was  very  large  it  was  my  custom  to  make  a 
j)rL'liminary  operation  by  drawing  ofl"  tlie  contents  and  permitting 
the  case  to  remain  without  other  treatment  than  the  suspensory 
bandage,  until  the  secretion  again  reached  a  point  where  it  would 
be  safe  to  use  the  trocar.  The  object,  as  mentioned,  is  to  permit 
the  distended,  morbid,  and  patulous,  tunica  vaginilis  testis,  to 
resume  in  a  measure  its  healthy  tone,  which  is  conducive  to  the 
operation.  In  the  present  case  the  sac  filled  rapidly,  and  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  and  a  half  I  was  again  warranted  in  intro- 
ducing the  trocar  and  canula,  and  the  quantit}'  of  serum  removed 
was  something  over  three  ounces.  I  then  introduced  a  solution  of 
ammonio  ferric  alum,  twelve  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  and 
permitted  it  to  remain  several  minutes.  Unlike  the  case  previously 
reported,  this  injection  was  followed  by  some  pain  and  the  usual 
general  symptoms,  but  very  much  less  in  intensity  than  usually 
follow  the  exhibition  of  the  ordinary  remedies.  The  patient  was 
in  a  condition  after  a  few  days  to  resume  his  accustomed  labors. 
At  the  present  time,  now  nearly  eight  weeks  since  the  operation, 
there  is  no  appearance  of  effusion,  and  with  the  exception  of  some 
tliickening  of  the  scrotum  consequent  upon  contraction  of  its 
walls,  the  scrotum  and  testes  appear  perfectly  normal. 

A  very  singular  and  perhaps  unheard  of  feature  in  the  case  is, 
that  all  external  appearances  of  a  penis  have,  within  the  past 
three  years  entirely  disappeared,  having  retracted  and  the  integu- 
ments usually  covering  the  parts  have  been  appropriated  by  the 
walls  of  the  scrotal  sac.  His  2)resent  appearance  is  as  one  having 
been  born  without  that  organ.  The  aperture  through  which  urina- 
tion takes  place  can  only  be  discovered  by  the  closest  inspection, 
and  the  presence  of  a  glans  penis  and  the  vestage  of  a,  corpus 
payernosum  can  only  be  found  by  careful  manipulation, 
yor-  6,  NO.  11 — 53. 
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For  the  benefit  of  those  present  who  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  particulars  of  the  otiicr  case  referred  to  I  would  sa}-,  that  it 
was  one  of  many  years'  standing,  and  wliich  liad  been  treated  in 
the  usual  manner,  by  injections  of  tine,  iodine  of  various  degrees 
of  strengtii,  and  of  I'ort  wine,  and  by  tlie  removal  of  a  portion  of 
the  scrotum  and  tunica  vaginalis  testis,  1ml  witiioiil  success.  It 
yielded  witli  one  api)lication  of  the  ainmonio  ferric  alum,  and  the 
cure  was  [)ainless,  immediate  and  [)erm:inent.  These  two  cases 
have  been  well  marked,  and  I  may  say  unusual  ones,  and  the  suc- 
cess positive;  yet,  it  will  require  very  man}'  other  trials  to  estab- 
lish its  real  value.  It  is  to  be  hoi)ed  that  if  opportunity  offers, 
this  remedy  may  be  repeatedly  tested  and  the  results  reported. 


Miscellaneous, 


Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  IVIedical  Association. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Meeting' of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation commenced  on  the  7th  of  May,  at  Hopkins's  Music  Hall, 
Cincinnati,  and  was  called  to  order  at  1 1  o'clock,  l)y  the  President, 
Dr.  Henry  F.  Askew. 

After  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  Dr.  John  \.  IMurph}-,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  bade  the  Associa- 
tion welcome  in  a  brief  and  appropriate  speech. 

President's  Address. — Dr.  Askew  delivered  his  annual  address. 
Its  tone  was  deprecatory,  rather  than  laudatory,  of  tiie  progress  of 
the  Association,  as  manifested  in  the  circulation  of  the  annual 
reports,  which  contained  valuable  knowledge  and  able  papers  on 
subjects  interesting  to  the  profession.  The  membership  was  three 
thousand;  but  the  attendance  only  a  tenth  of  that  number.  From 
a  thousand  to  eleven  hundred  copies  of  the  annual  report  formerly 
printed,  the  number  has  fallen  to  six  hundred,  and  these  include 
the  copies  sent  gratis  to  medical  and  other  journals.  Renewed 
efforts  should  be  made  to  incirease  the  demand  for  the  reports. 

The  address  next  discussed  the  restrictions  of  membersiiip,  and 
invited  attention  to  the  subject.    Specialists,  and  their  efforts  to 
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obtain  notoriety  by  fidvcrtising,  were  noticed.  The  diploma  may 
once  have  been  necessary  to  voncli  for  tlic  doctor,  but  now  it  is 
only  regarded  as  a  certificate  that  lie  lias  completed  his  studies, 
and  is  qualified  to  take  charge  of  the  life  of  his  patients.  The 
danger  in  special  practice  is,  that  in  the  disturbance  of  a  part  the 
whole  must  be  afi'cctod,  and  hence  the  necessity  that  the  patient 
should  have  the  attention  of  the  general,  as  well  as  the  special 
practitioner. 

The  influence  of  the  Association  is  to  check  empiricism  and  to 
disseminate  tlie  best  knowledge  among  the  profession,  but  not 
until  the  schools  consent  that  pupils  stud}''  and  master  the  elemen- 
tary branches  can  the  profession  attain  to  perfection.  The  thor- 
oughness of  the  European  schools  was  commended. 

The  subject  of  opium-eating  was  noticed  next.  The  speaker 
stated  that  its  use  was  almost  as  extensive  and  its  effect  as  alarm- 
ing as  that  of  alcohol.  Calls  on  the  apothecary  for  it  were  con- 
stant. Children  were  sent  for  it  to  the  drug  store  and  received  it 
in  quantities  incredible  to  those  not  acquainted  with  the  traffic. 
The  honor,  interest  and  respectability  of  the  profession  would  be 
benefited  hy  action  to  prcA  cnt  tlie  abuse  of  opium. 

The  address  touched  on  other  subjects  interesting  to  tlie  Associ- 
ation, and  a  copy  was  requested  for  publicatiou. 

Report  upon  tlie  JVai'ol  Medical  Staff  Jiank, — This  report  was  read 
by  Dr.  Pinkney,  who  iiolds  tlie  rank  of  Commodore  in  the  nav}', 
and  appreciates  most  fully  the  wrongs  of  the  medical  profession  in 
the  United  States  Navy.  The  following  passage  will  serve  to 
illustrate  its  character: 

"Our  service  is  overgrown  with  usages  which  sprung  up  in  the 
earlier  and  ruder  ages  of  naval  life,  and  still  cling  to  it  with  a 
power  and  tenacity  which  almost  def}'  iiiodeni  enlightenment,  pro- 
gress, and  even  law.  It  is  probable  tlmt  the  National  authorities, 
who  organized  the  existing  rank  of  medical  orticeis,  intended  to 
confer  a  more  substantial  tact  than  the  usages  of  sliiji-board  life 
have  permitted.  Among  tiie  usages  of  the  service,  is  that  which 
limits  an  officer's  rights  and  coinlbrts  to  the  apartments  in  which 
he  messes,  even  though  his  rank  actually  entitles  him  to  higher 
privileges  and  greater  comforts  tlian  belong  to  those  of  an  inferior 
rank,  who  make  up  the  majority  of  the  inmates  of  that  apartment. 


422 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


I 


The  steerage  is  the  most  humble  of  those  apartments,  and  is  the 

dwelling-place  of  the  very  young,  or  those  of  no  responsibilit}'.  I 

The  ward-room  gathers  in  it  most  of  the  commissioned,  and  some  I 

warrant  officers,  and  was  originally  occupied  by  none  of  higher  ' 

rank  than  Lieutenant.    All  its  usajjes  and  government  are  still  ' 

conformed  to  the  scale  of  that  grade.  ' 

"Now,  make  a  medical  officer  in  name  an  Admiral,  and  leave 

him  to  be  ward-room  officer,  and  the  title  becomes  ridiculous.    It  ' 
is  sunk  below  the  usages  and  restrictions  originally  designed  for 
those  of  junior  j  ears  and  of  inferior  rank. 

"There  is  only  one  mess  which  is  superior  to  these  restrictions,  i 

and  that  is  the  mess  or  messes  of  the  commanding  officers  and  ; 

their  associates,  who  may  range  in  rank  from  a  Lieutenant  Com-  j 
mander  to  an  Admiral.    Sometimes  there  are  one,  sometimes  two 

of  these  messes.    This  is  very  properly  left  to  the  will  of  the  | 

Commander-in-chief,  who  may  choose  that  he  and  his  Captains  ' 
may  have  one  or  the  separate  establishments.    The  Assistant- 
Surgeon  enters  the  service  with  the  rank  of  Master.    Tliat  this 

title  may  not  be  misunderstood,  it  ma}-  be  necessary  to  explain  j 

that  it  is  the  lowest  rank  in  the  ward-room,  for  the  incumbent  is,  i 
in  modern  times,  generally  a  graduate  of  the  Naval  Academj', 

awaiting  his  promotion  to  Lieutenancy.    Like  the  Master,  the  i 

Assistant-Surgeon  at  once  becomes  a  member  of  the  ward-room  j 

mess,  and  unless  the  number  of  partitioned-off  sleeping-berths  | 
contained  in  the  ward-room  are  occupied  by  his  seniors,  he  may 
have  the  good  fortune  to  occupy  one  of  those  that  are  dimly 

lighted  by  an  air-port,  six  inches  in  diameter.    This  space  is  so  , 

restricted,  and  the  separation  from  the  common  apartment  is  so  I 

slight,  that  words  in  an  ordinary  voice  in  another  become  common  j 

property. "  , 

After  further  presenting  the  discriminations  against  medical  | 

men,  in  regard  to  ship-board  accommodations.  Commodore  Pink-  j 

ney  said :  I 

"The  general  law  is  that  no  officer  shares  in  prize  money  unless  ] 

his  name  be  borne  upon  the  books  of  the  vessel  making  the  cap-  ; 

tures;  but  the  Admiral  or  Commander-in-chief  has  a  percentage  j 

on  all  prizes  made.    The  Fleet-Surgeon,  as  a  member  of  the  \ 

Commander-in-chief's  staff  must  be  with  him  in  the  flag-ship,  and,  • 
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as  a  rule,  at  the  post  of  the  greatest  risk,  responsibility  and  haz- 
ard, consequently  he  is  not  likely  to  have  his  name  borne  upon  tlie 
books  of  the  subordinate  vessels  making  ca[)tures,  and  yet  no 
share  of  prize  monej?^  is  allowed  him." 

The  report  suggests  the  following  as  the  remedy  for  these  evils : 

"1. — After  they  liave  reached  the  rank  of  Commander,  or  are 
filling  the  position  of  Fleet-Surgeon,  let  them  be  by  right,  as  they 
often  have  been  by  courtesy,  members  of  the  cabin  mess.  If  the 
mess  of  the  Commander  in-chief  be  too  exalted  a  social  position 
for  the  members  of  your  profession  who  are  filling  the  important 
position  of  Fleet-Surgeon,  then  let  them  be  members  by  right  of 
the  mess  of  the  Commander  of  the  ship  and  the  Fleet-Captftin. 

"2. — An  equitable  arrangement  of  prize  money,  most  important 
in  principle,  your  Committee  hope  to  see  effected.  It  will,  how- 
ever, require  future  legislation." 

In  European  countries,  the  Doctor  said,  more  liberal  regulations 
prevail  with  regard  to  naval  surgeons  than  in  democratic  America. 

"The  late  Admiral  Footc,  so  justly  distinguished  for  his  large- 
minded  liberality,  advocated  the  highest  rank  for  naval  medical 
officers.  An  Admiral,  among  the  most  distinguished  in  the  ser- 
vice, has  authorized  to  be  officially  said  that  he  thought  the  Fleet- 
Surgeon  sliould  in  our  service,  as  in  the  French,  be  a  member  of 
the  Commander-in-chief's  staff  and  family.  We  regard  it  as  op- 
posed to  the  public  interests  of  the  service,  which  can  never  be 
sacrificed  to  gross  indignity  without  detriment." 

Commodore  Pinkney  oft'ered  in  conclusion  a  resolution  that  a 
committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  present  the  subject 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navj'.    Carried  unanimousl}-. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  to  memorialize  Congress  to  enact  a 
law  giving  a  proper  share  of  prize  money  to  medical  naval  officers. 

The  Secretary  announced  several  papers,  which  were  referred  to 
sections,  and  will  come  up  in  regular  order  hereafter. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Publication  was  read. 

The  Association  refused  to  abolish  the  payment  of  money  for 
prize  essays,  and  substitute  a  certificate  and  a  hundred  j^rinted 
copies  of  the  essays  to  the  essayist. 
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On  motion  it  was  resolved  that  the  delegates  from  the  different 
States  should  meet  on  the  8tli,  and  agree  among  themselves  upon 
their  candidates  on  the  new  committee,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  Secretary. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  at  9 
o'clock  "Wednesday  morning. 


Sp:conu  Day. 

The  American  Medical  Association  met  at  Hopkins's  Hall  at  9 
o'clock,  and  resumed  its  business. 

Minutes  of  the  first  session  were  read  and  approved. 

Report  of  Deleyates  to  the  Foreign  Medical  Association. — The  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  above  was  read  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox.  Report 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  delegates  to  the  Foreign 
Medical  Association  for  the  present  year: — B.  Fordyce  Barker, 
New  York;  John  E.  Tyler,  Massachusetts;  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade, 
Troy,  N.  Y. 

Reports  of  Committees. — The  report  of  Dr.  Walker,  who  presented 
Dr.  Ray's  report  on  Insanity-,  was  made  tlic  special  order  for 
Thursday,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  Chair  announced  the  Committee  on  Medical  Rank  in  tbe 
United  States  Navy  as  follows : — N.  S.  Davis,  Illinois ;  J.  M.  Toner, 
District  of  Columbia;  S.  D.  Gross,  Pennsylvania;  J.  J.  Cockerill, 
Maryland.  H.  F.  Askew,  Delaware. 

Dr.  Gross  read  his  report  on  Medical  Education.  The  report 
is  lengthy,  and  is  an  embodiment  of  tlie  action  of  the  Medical 
College  Convention,  alreadj"  publislied  in  our  last  Journal. 

Dr.  Davis  read  a  summar}'  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
of  Medical  Teachers,  for  the  information  of  the  Association.  He 
stated  that  the  discussions  were  most  thoroughly  conducted,  and 
were  characterized  by  the  best  of  feelings.  He  read  at  length  the 
report  of  the  Business  Committee. 

The  report  was,  on  motion,  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Pub- 
lication. 

The  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  reported  the  reception  of  eight 
essays,  and  the  selection  of  two.  That  selected  for  the  First  Prize 
was  "On  the  Cause  of  Intermittent  and  Remittent  Fevers" — the 
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motto  of  which  was,  ^'Fortis  est  vei'itas."  The  Second  Prize  was 
assigned  to  an  essay  "On  the  Treatment  of  certain  Abnormities  of 
the  Uterus,"  the  motto  being  "Empiricism  in  medicine  and  sur- 
gery is  fast  giving  way  to  the  rationalism  of  true  diagnosis." 

The  envelopes  enclosing  the  names  of  tlie  successful  competitors 
were  then  opened,  and  the  following  announcements  made: — First 
Prize — To  J.  R.  Black,  M.  D. ,  of  Newark,  Ohio.  Second  Prize — 
To  Montrose  A.  Pallen,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Report  referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  Sayre,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  this  Association  most  cordially  ai)prove  of  the 
whole  action  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  Medical 
Colleges,  assembled  in  Cincinnati,  May  3d,  1867,  and  urge  its 
practical  adoption  by  all  the  medical  colleges  in  our  country." 

After  a  brief  debate,  in  which  Drs.  Post,  Davis  and  Lee  partici- 
pated, the  motion  was  carried. 

It  may  be  stated  here  that  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  read 
yesterday,  showed  the  Association  to  be  in  debt  $196,  and  that 
from  year  to  year  this  condition  is  the  same. 

Dr.  Stille  presented  the  report  of  the  action  of  the  Convention 
of  Medical  Teachers  held  at  the  Medical  College,  which  was 
received. 

Dr.  Atkinson  called  up  the  resolution  abolisliing  the  payment  of 
prizes  in  future. 

Dr.  Davis  objected  to  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  which  vir- 
tually repudiated  the  payment  of  future  prizes.  As  the  treasury 
would  soon  again  be  full,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Asso- 
ciation to  the  fourth  section  of  the  by-laws,  lie  considered  that 
the  transactions  called  for  more  original  papers  at  the  expense  of 
bulk.    The  matter  should  be  better,  even  if  the  volume  be  smaller. 

Dr.  Bibbins,  of  New  York,  called  attention  to  a  parliamentary 
point,    lie  favored  a  more  careful  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Dr.  Bronson,  of  Massachusetts,  was  02)posed  to  prospective 
action. 

Dr.  Atkinson  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Committee 
were  last  year  obliged  to  hold  themselves  personally  responsible 
for  the  debt.  He  said  that  the  present  funds  of  the  treasury  were 
even  now  insutlicient  to  ])v\\\t  the  matter  already  in  their  pos- 
session. 
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Dr.  Bronson  thought  that  the  fault  lay  with  the  different  sec- 
tions, who  did  not  exercise  the  requisite  discrimination. 

Dr.  Bibbins  called  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that  the 
resolution  was  in  conflict  with  the  by-laws. 

Dr.  Toner  considered  that  assessments  would  meet  all  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case.    He  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  all  members  j-early  pay  five  dollars,  and  that 
the  names  of  those  failing  to  pay,  at  the  end  of  three  years,  be 
designated  in  the  catalogue  by  a  star  or  cross." 

Dr.  Sayre  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the  proposed  action  of 
the  Association  be  published  in  the  A-arious  medical  journals. 

After  a  spirited  debate,  in  which  several  delegates  joined,  a 
motion  of  Dr.  Davis  to  la^-  the  original  motion  on  the  table 
pi'evailed. 

Dr.  Robbias  offered  the  following: 

'■'■Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  be 
directed  to  have  the  ordinances  governing  the  Sections  printed  on 
slips  and  distributed  at  the  several  places  where  the  Sections  meet.  " 
Carried. 

The  following  papers  were  read  and  disposed  of: — Observations 
on  Diseases  of  the  Throat,  as  seen  in  the  Military  Service,  from 
1861  to  1865.  By  I'rof.  M.  K.  Taylor,  M.  D.  Referred  to  Sec- 
tion on  Practical  Medicine. 

A  Novel  Case  of  Lithotomy.  By  D.  E.  Whinne3-,  of  Iowa. 
Referred  to  Section  on  Surger}-. 

Ligature  of  the  Subclavian  Artery-.  By  Willard  Parker,  M.  D., 
of  New  York.    Referred  to  Section  on  Surgery. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  offering  amendments  to 
the  Constitution,  which  was  laid  over  for  one  j  ear,  as  provided  for 
b}'  the  Constitution. 

A  paper  was  read  I)}-  Dr.  B.  Howard,  of  New  York — before  the 
Surgical  Section  of  the  Academ\' — entitled  "Ligation,  with  deple- 
tion, of  Varicose  Veins  of  the  Leg,  with  a  case." 

Dr.  Cox  presented  advance  i^roof-sheets  of  "Provisional  Nomen- 
clature of  Disease,"  which  was  published  in  London.  Referred  to 
Section  on  Practical  Medicine.  Also  another  "On  Compulsory 
Vaccination,"  by  Dr.  A.  N.  Bell,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was  pre- 
sented by  deputy,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  Committee 
Jlygiene, 
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Dr.  Haramar,  of  Rlissoini,  offered  certain  resolutions  bearing 
upon  certain  irregularities  in  the  profession,  which  was  referred  to 
Committee  on  Medical  Education. 

Dr.  Gilbert,  of  New  York,  exhibited  an  instrument  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  jx'riosteum  in  excisions,  etc.  Referred  to  Section 
on  Surgery. 

Dr.  Post  read  the  re[)ort  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Litera- 
ture, in  which  he  gave  certain  bibliographical  items. 

Medical  Statistics  in  the  Ariivj. — Dr.  Benjamin  Howard,  of  New 
York,  offered  the  fullowing  preamble  and  resolutions: 

"  Whereas,  There  has  been  issued,  and  still  remains  in  force,  an 
oHlcial  order  from  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  Army, 
prohibiting  the  communication  of  any  medical  or  surgical  informa- 
tion by  any  medical  officer  of  tlie  United  States  Army,  to  any  per- 
son wliatsoever,  without  si)ecial  [)ermission  from  the  Medical 
Bureau  at  Washington — thus  appropriating,  as  far  as  the  official 
power  of  the  Surgeon-General  can  compass  it,  all  the  valuable 
experience  and  statistics  of  all  medical  men  Avho  have  served  in 
the  various  departments  of  the  United  States  Arm}^,  to  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  the  Medical  Bureau.  And, 

"  Whereas,  Under  such  arbitrary  control,  an  official  report  has 
already  been  made  tending  to  create  incorrect  impressions  on 
scientific  questions  of  great  practical  importance  to  the  profession 
and  to  societ}'.  And, 

Whereas,  It  is  important  to  the  rejiutation  of  all  medical  men 
who  served  during  the  war,  that  they  have  the  opportunity  of  coi*- 
recting  such  erroneous  impressions  by  an  examination  of  the 
original  records.    Therefore,  be  it 

^'■Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Association  that  the 
monopoly'  now  exercised  by  the  Medical  Bureau  over  the  medical 
and  surgical  records  of  the  war,  is  contrary  to  the  genius  and 
catholic  spirit  of  our  profession,  and  obstructive  to  the  highest 
interests  of  science  and  humanity. 

^'■Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  otlier  [)roper  nutliori 
ties,  be  requested  to  direct  that  tlie  original  records  of  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  History  of  the  AYar  be  rendered  accessible  on  certain 
regular  days  of  each  month  for  i)urposes  of  scientific  investigation 
to  all  medical  meu  who  have  served  as  such  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States." 

Dr.  Howard  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  the  resolution.  He 
dwelt  upon  tlie  jealousy  of  departments  against  interference  on 
the  part  of  outsiders.    He  did  not  aim  at  any  one  in  particular  as 
a  target;  lie  spoke  for  the  benefit  of  his  profession. 
VOL.  6  NO,  11 — 54. 
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Dr.  Woodward  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  preamble  and  reso- 
lution. He  then  oljjected  to  tlic  vontihition  of  private  grievances 
on  the  part  of  any  member.  The  Suigeon-General  of  the  Armj-, 
a  most  elHoifut  ollicer,  was  striving  to  do  his  duty  to  the  profes- 
sion; he  did  not  wish  those  who  had  contributed  nothing  to  inter- 
rupt the  business  of  his  bureau  for  searches.  Besides  that,  the 
records  of  the  office  were  now  being  consulted  for  tlie  adjustment 
of  pension  claims — indiscriminate  disturl)ance  of  tliese  records 
was  out  of  the  question.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  resolution 
lie  laitl  upon  the  table,  which  was  carried  l)y  a  very  decided  vote. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Report  on  Medical  Literature,  Dr. 
Sayre  protested  against  certain  portions  as  being  too  higlily  lauda- 
tory of  the  Board  of  Health  of  New  York,  and  as  containing 
matter  foreign  to  the  scojjC  of  such  a  report.  He  also  made  some 
remarks  u})on  cholera  and  quarantine,  and  claimed  that  there  were 
few  if  any  cases  of  that  disease  to  combat,  and  that  these  same 
had  been  introduced  by  breakages  of  the  quarantine. 

Dr.  Davis  supported  tlie  spirit  of  the  Committee's  re[)ort,  and 
moved  that  it  take  the  usual  course  of  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Publication,  which  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Hibberd  oflercd  the  following: 

'■^Resolved,  That  tiie  habit  of  using  unollicinal  preparations  of 
medicine  by  physicians,  excei)t  where  there  is  no  ollicinal  pr('i)aia- 
tion  that  will  answer  the  jnirposc  as  well,  is  unscientilic  and  inipni- 
dent,  tending  to  demoralize  the  therapeutist  and  encourage  irreg- 
ular pharmaceutists  and  nostrum  makers,  and  should  be  abandoned. 

'■^Resolved.,  That  the  profession  should  not  patronize  druggists 
who  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  nostrums." 

On  motion,  tabled.    The  Association  then  adjoui-ned. 


Third  Day. 

The  Association  met  again  on  the  9th,  the  hall  being  full,  tiiough 
not  as  crowded  as  on  the  8th.  President  Askew  called  the  meet- 
ing to  order. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Storer  arose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  namely,  the 
honor  of  the  Association.  It  was  in  debt,  and  its  llrst  duty  was 
to  take  measures  to  relieve  its  executive  officers  from  their  embar- 
rassments. He  moved  that  ever}'  member  be  assessed  a  tax  of 
two  dollars  to  raise  the  necessary  funds. 
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On  motioli,  he  was  requested  to  prcpart;  fl  subscription  paper, 
and  lay  it  upon  the  table  for  voluntary  contributions. 

Female  Phjpicians. — Dr.  Atlee,  of  riiiladclphia,  offered  tlio  fol- 
lowing: 

''Whereas,  Tlic  subject  of  female  education  is  exciting  attention, 
and  leguUuly  educated  female  physicians  have  established  them- 
selves as  practitioners  of  medicine;  and 

"  Ji7(cmf.s  Female  Medical  Colleges,  embracing  all  branches 
taught  in  otlier  colleges,  and  all  tiie  conditions  for  graduation  exist 
in  the  United  States  for  the  separate  education  of  females;  and 

''Wherea.i,  it  is  important  that  the  standard  of  education  and 
the  observance  of  the  code  of  medical  ethics  should  be  fostered 
and  maintained  by  this  Association,  therefore 

"Jiesulred,  That  the  American  Medical  Association  recognizes 
well-educated  female  physicians  by  the  same  laws  that  govern  its 
own  members." 

Dr.  Bowditch  arose  to  a  point  of  order,  and  reminded  the  Presi- 
dent that  the  Association  had  postponed  the  order  of  the  day  for 
five  minutes  to  allow  Dr.  Storer's  question  of  privilege.  He 
claimed  that  the  five  minutes  had  expired,  and  he  moved  to  la}"^ 
the  resolutions  on  the  table,  which  motion  prevailed  v/ithout  a 
negative  vote. 

Report  on  Insmiiiy. — Dr.  C.  A.  Walker,  of  Boston,  read  the 
report  of  Dr.  I.  Ray,  of  Providence,  R.  T.,  on  Insanity.  It  was 
an  able  and  interesting  paper. 

Dr.  Chiplc}-,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  offered  some  remarlcs  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  Su[)erintcndeuts  of  Insane  Asylums,  witli  reference 
to  their  connection  with  this  Association,  lie  referred  to  the  fact 
tliat  there  were  five  such  Superintendents  present,  who  were  a 
larger  proportion  of  their  class  than  the  representatives  of  any 
other  class  of  the  medical  profession  present. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Ray  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lication. 

Nomina  Hons  and  Place  of  Meeting. — The  Committee  on  Nomina- 
tion of  Officers  and  Place  of  Meeling,  reported  as  follows: 

Place  of  Meetiiu) — New  Orleans. 

President — Samuel  D.  Gross,  of  I'ennsylvanin. 

Vice  Pre!<ide7i(s~-A.  C.  Post,  of  New  York;  John  11.  Atlee,  of 
Pennsylvania;  D.  W.  Yandcll,  of  Kentucky,  and  II.  R.  Stoiei-,  of 
Massachusetts. 

Permanent  Secretary — AVilliau)  15.  Atldnson,  of  I'enusvlvania. 
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Assistant  Secretary— J.  G.  Ricbai-dsoii,  of  New  Orleatlg. 
Treasurer— CiisY)er  Wistar,  of  Pennsj-lvania. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  that  portion  of  tlie  report 
naming  the  place  of  meeting  and  olliccrs  resident  tliere  was  laid 
on  the  table.    The  rest  of  the  report  was  then  adopted. 

Dr.  Davis  remarked  that  the  crisis  had  arrived,  which  he  had 
long  anticipated,  when  the  matter  of  eating  and  drinking,  and 
entertaining  the  Association  had  come  to  involve  such  an  expense 
that  no  invitation  had  been  extended  in  advance,  by  resident 
members  of  the  profession,  for  the  Association  to  meet  in  any 
city,  and  the  Committee  had  reported  New  Orleans  without  an 
invitation  from  any  one  there.  While  there  was  no  city  in  which 
he  would  like  better  to  meet  on  personal  accounts,  and  as  a  man- 
ifestation of  re-union  with  tlic  South,  he  felt  tliat  it  would  not  be 
right  to  im])0se  a  meeting  of  the  Association  on  tiiat  cit}'.  It 
Avas  embarrassed  in  every  relation  of  life,  like  all  other  places  in 
that  direction.  It  was  impoverished,  and  though  they  would  no 
doubt  receive  us  witli  cordial  and  oi)eii  hands,  it  would  1)e  MTong 
to  tax  them  in  that  way.  They  could  not  view  witli  the  lil)erality 
and  extravagance  of  Cincinnati;  or,  if  the^'  did,  it  would  l)e  at  a 
sacrifice  we  should  not  admit  of  He  would  give  them  another 
year  to  recover,  and  an  ojiportunity  to  invite  us.  He  therefore 
offered  the  following: 

^^Eesolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  May,  1868,  and  every  second  year  thereafter,  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Association. 

'^Sesolced,  That  whenever  the  Association  shall  nieet  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  as  directed  in  the  above  resolution,  tiie  Committee 
of  Arrangements  be  strictly  forbi(hlen  either  lo  provide  tiiemselves, 
or  accept  provision  by  others,  of  an}'  entertainment  or  excursion 
whatever." 

Dr.  Yandell,  of  Kentuck}',  arose,  and  was  urged  to  take  the 
stand,  where  he  said : 

"I  have  listened  with  pleasure,  and  derived  some  new  light 
from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Chicago.  I  arise  to 
explain  the  motives  of  the  Committee  in  naming  New  Orleans, 
and  in  doing  which  I  think  I  shall  violate  no  confidence.  When 
the  place  of  meeting  was  called  for,  Dr.  Horatio  R.  Stoier,  of 
Massachusetts,  proposed  New  Orleans,    The  motion  was  seconded 
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by  i)r.  Alonzo  Palmer,  of  Michigan.  As  one  of  the  few  repre- 
sentatives from  the  South,  I  chanced  to  be  in  the  Committee,  and 
was  asked  my  opinion  in  reference  to  New  Orleans.  I  confess  to 
you,  gentlemen,  that  I  never  listened  to  a  proposition  in  all  my 
life  which  excited  such  emotions  in  my  breast  as  tliis  motion, 
coming  from  Massachusetts,  and  seconded  hy  INIichigan,  to  take 
this  great  body  of  brothers  across  the  crimsoned  waste  of  war  and 
iiold  out  the  hand  of  fcillowsliip  to  tlieir  brethren  in  the  South. 
[Cliccrs. ]  I  confess  to  you,  tliat  wlicn  Dr.  Storer,  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  Dr.  Palmer,  of  the  mighty  West,  moved  that  we  thus 
exteud  the  hand  of  brotherhood  to  tlie  medical  profession  in  the 
South,  I  could  not  restrain  m}'  emotions  from  bringing  tears  of 
joy  to  my  eyes. 

"The  first  question  was,  whether  it  would  be  acceptable  to  New 
Orleans.  I  felt  that  I  had  some  right  to  si:)eak  for  the  profession 
in  New  Orleans.  My  excellent  father  and  myself  had  taught  many 
of  them  as  students  of  medicine.  I  had  served  with  them,  and 
was  jtersonally  acquainted  with  most  of  tliose  wiio  had  been  in  the 
Southern  arm}'.  I  knew  tliey  felt  as  I  feel,  that  wlien  peace  came 
in  18G5,  we  had  been  united  again;  in  fact,  that  we  had  never 
been  divided;  that  though  politicians  separated  us  by  geogrnphical 
lines,  still  tlie  great  republic  of  letters  was  one;  that 

"  No  ppnt-ii))  Utica  contracis  our  powers, 
But  the  whole  bounilless  continent  is  ours!" 

"  In  the  great  republic  of  science  all  geographical  lines  should 
be  obliterated.  We  of  the  South,  and  you  of  the  Nortli,  the  East, 
and  the  A\^cst,  have  a  common  heri'age.  Tlie  aslies  of  tiie  illustri- 
ous Drake  lie  in  your  beautiful  crmeter}-  here.  Have  we  of  the 
Soutli  no  claim  to  or  interest  in  liis  name  and  his  fame?  Have 
you  of  the  North  no  interest  in  tlie  long  list  of  great  and  good 
men  who  adorn  the  profession  in  the  South?  No  interest  in  those 
whose  labors  have  added  glorj-  not  only  to  medicine  but  to  the 
nation  ? 

"Hence  I  said  I  believed  every  man  in  the  South,  in  the  laud  of 
flowers,  of  the  mocking  bird,  and  of  beautiful  women,  waited  but 
to  have  your  hands  extended  to  them  to  give  you  a  welcome. 
[Cheers.]  I  said  to  the  Committee  that  New  Orleans  was  poor, 
that  the  whole  Soutii  was  poor,  but  that  yon  would  iiol  lio  less 
welcome  to  sit  under  our  vines  and  to  take  tlie  fruit  from  our  fif 
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trees;  that  we  could  not  give  you  such  splendid  entci-taininents  a3 
Cincinnati  has  done;  but  wc  could  do  what  was  better  tlian  eating 
and  better  than  drinking;  wc  could  give  you  the  warm  grasp  of 
the  hand  that  3  0U  Avould  take  with  you  in  memory  to  your  homes. 
In  view  of  this  the  Couirn'Mce  honored  itself  and  honored  New 
Orleans  by  selecting  that  place  for  its  next  meeting. 

"I  see  the  objection  of  Dr.  Davis,  but  if  he  proposes  to  do  no 
eating  and  no  drinking  at  the  next  meeting,  New  Orleans  is  a 
better  place  than  Washington  cit}'.  [Applause.]  If  3-ou  want  to 
put  the  Medical  Association  on  low  diet,  go  down  there.  [Cheers.  ] 
But  the  vcr}'^  reason  of  all  others  which  should  take  the  Associa- 
tion south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line — if  such  a  line  there  be 
now — is  that  the  Southern  people  arc  not  able  to  come  to  you. 
They  arc  not  here  to-daj'  because  they  could  not  afford  to  come. 
But  the}'  would  welcome  you  to  tlieir  homes.  If  j'ou  do  not  go 
to  New  Orleans,  then  go  to  some  place  within  their  reach." 

Dr.  Griswold,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  sulislitute  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
instead  of  AVashington.city. 

Dr.  Sayrc  moved  to  substitute  New  Orleans,  as  in  the  original 
report.  He  thought  that,  with  Dr.  Davis's  resolution  of  restric- 
tion as  to  entertainments,  there  Avoiild  be  no  objection  to  that 
place. 

Dr.  Cox,  of  Maryland,  indorsed  all  that  had  been  .said  by  his 
friend  from  Kentuckj-;  he  was  proud  that  one  man  from  the  South 
had  expressed  himself  as  standing  on  the  platform  of  the  union  of 
the  medical  profession.  lie  never  sujiposcd  there  would  be  any 
difficulty  in  re-uniting  the  profession  of  medicine  after  the  war 
was  over.  As  to  the  entertainments  of  the  Association,  he  was  in 
favor  of  them,  and  thought  if  Dr.  Davis's  measure  was  adopted, 
the  usefulness  and  attendance  of  the  Association  would  be  im- 
paired. In  England  they  did  far  more  eating  and  drinking  than 
Avas  done  here,  and  yet  the}-  accomplished  a  large  amount  of  work. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Storer,  of  Boston,  said  the  object  of  these  meetings 
was  to  bring  as  many  of  the  profession  together  as  possible,  and 
they  should  be  held  in  such  places  as  would  accom2)lish  that  object. 
We  should  not  meet  where  we  haA-e  not  been  invited  by  resident 
members.  The  probabilit}^  was  we  would  be  well  received,  but 
we  ought  to  wait  for  a  i:)roi)er  invitation.    Ought  we  to  go  when 
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we  know  there  are  a  great  many  there  who  would  wish  us  any- 
where else  ? 

Fourth  Day. 

Friday,  May  lOtli,  1867.  Dr.  H.  F.  Askew,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

Additional  Delegates  to  the  International  Congress. — The  following 
were,  on  motion,  elected  additional  delegates  to  the  International 
Medical  Congress  to  be  held  at  Paris  next  August: — Drs.  Wilson 
Jewell,  of  Pennsylvania;  Ninian  Pinkney,  U.  S.  N.  ;  John  Hart, 
of  New  York;  and  Charles  A.  Pope,  of  Missouri. 

Dr.  Ilibberd,  of  Illinois,  then  presented  the  following,  which 
was  carried: 

Whereas,  It  has  been  olllcially  announced  that  for  the  last  two 
years  the  annual  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  this  Association 
could  be  published  only  by  the  members  of  the  Publication  Com- 
mittee becoming  individually  responsible  for  the  cost  of  the  same 
above  the  amount  of  funds  in  tlie  treasury;  and 

Whereas,  Such  a  condition  of  affairs  is  impolitic  lor  the  Associ- 
ation and  mi  just  for  the  Committee;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Association  does  not  expect  tlie  Committee 
on  Publication  to  issue  the  volume  of  Transactions  for  the  present 
year  unless  it  can  be  done  with  the  funds  and  the  credit  of  the 
Association. 

Dr.  Hildreth  submitted  a  resolution: 

"  Tliat  a  Committee  on  Ophtlialmology  be  appointed  to  report 
at  the  next  session. "  Adojited. 

Drs.  Joseph  S.  Hildreth,  of  Chicago,  lUiuois,  Henry  D.  Noyes 

and  Cornelius  R.  Agucw,  of  New  York,  were  appointed  said 

Committee. 

The  next  Place  of  Meeting  to  he  Washington,  J).  C. — Dr.  Davis's 
resolutions  regarding  the  next  place  of  meeting,  etc.,  were  then 
orderetl  from  the  table. 

Dr.  Hammar  suggested  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  as  having  favorable 
claims  for  the  consiileration  of  the  Association. 

After  a  lively  debate,  during  which  several  amendments  to  the 

original  resolution  were  entertained,  the  motion  finally  prevailed 

in  the  following  form: 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Anuual  Meeting  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  Washington  on  the 
lirst  Tuesday  in  May,  18C8,  and  every  second  year  thereafter,  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Association, 
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Eesolved,  That  whenever  the  Association  shall  meet  in  the  city 
of  AViisiiington,  or  elsewliere,  as  directed  in  the  above  resolution, 
tlio  Committee  of  Arrangements  be  strictly  forbidden  either  to 
provide  tiiemselves,  or  accept  provision  by  others,  oi"  any  enter- 
tainment or  excursion  whatever,  which  will  conflict  with  tlie  regu- 
lar business  of  the  body  or  its  Sections. 

Cultivatiun  of  the  Cinchona  Tree. — Dr.  Atkinson  read  a  commu- 
nication from  Dr.  Henry  F.  Lyster,  Secretary  of  the  Wayne  Co. 
(Micii.)  Medical  Society,  requesting  that  some  action  l)e  taivcn  by 
the  American  Medical  Association  regarding  tiie  "introduction  of 
the  cinchona  tree  into  the  United  States."  For  the  sake  of  giving 
form  to  the  discussion,  he  presented  the  subjoined: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Chair, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  memorialize  Congress  relative  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  cinchona  tree.  Carried. 

Drs.  J.  M,  Toner  and  F.  Howard,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and 

C.  A.  Lee,  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  were  appointed  said  committee. 
Dr.  Atkinson  read  by  title  a  paper  from  Dr.  E.  Harris,  of  N.  Y., 

upon  the  "Causes  of  Cholera."  Also  anotiier  by  Dr.  K.  Krack- 
owizer,  on  "Local  Antesthesia." 

Dr.  Davis,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  tlie  hour  of  adjournment  was 
rajjidly  approaching,  offered  a  resolution  which  he  thought  would 
meet  all  objections. 

Resolved,  That  such  papers  and  reports  as  the  several  Sections 
have  not  been  able  to  act  upon,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee 
of  three,  to  examine  and  act  ui)on  in  all  respects  as  is  required  in 
the  proper  Sections.  Carried. 

The  Committee,  as  appointed,  consisted  of  Drs.  N.  S.  Davis, 

D.  H.  Storer  and  C.  A.  Lee. 

Dr.  Harris's  and  Dr.  Krackowizer's  papers  were  then,  on  motion, 
referred  to  said  committee. 

Dr.  Atkinson  read  by  title  "Synopsis  of  an  Essay  on  tlie  Conta- 
gion, Infection,  Portability  and  Communicability  of  the  Asiatic 
Cholera  in  its  relations  to  (.Quarantine.  With  a  brief  history  of  its 
origin  and  course  in  Canada,  from  1832.  By  William  Marsden, 
M.  D." 

Dr.  Marsden  made  a  few  remarks  in  explanation  of  the  objects, 
etc.,  of  the  paper. 

Dr.  Sayre  moved  to  refer  tiie  paper  to  the  Committee  on 
Publication,  Carried. 
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Alterations  in  the  Flan  of  Organization. — The  following  was  offered 

by  Dr.  Cox,  of  Maryland: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to 
take  into  consideration  such  amendments  or  alterations  in  the  plan 
of  organization  of  this  Association,  and  to  remedy  defects,  if  any, 
and  increase  its  efficiency,  and  report  at  the  meeting  in  1868. 
Adopted. 

Drs.  C.  C.  Cox,  J.'  M.  Toner,  W.  B.  Atkinson,  J.  J.  Woodward 
and  John  Shrad3-,  were  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  above. 

iJr.  Davis  moved  that  the  resolution  referring  Dr.  Marsden's 
paper  to  the  Committee  of  Publication  be  re-considered.  Carried. 

The  motidn  to  refer  said  paper  to  the  special  committee,  as  pre- 
viously provided,  was  then-carried. 

Dr.  B.  Howard,  of  New  York,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Sec- 
retary, read  the  report  of  the  Surgical  Section,  which,  after  some 
corrections,  was  accepted. 

Cholera  and  Quarantine. — Dr.  Charles  A.  Lee,  of  New  York, 
then  submitted  the  following  resolutions,  bearing  upon  the  subject 
of  cholera,  which  w^ere  adopted  as  the  sense  of  the  Convention : 

Whereas,  it  was  declared  by  a  vote  of  Congress,  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, that  it  is  not  within  the  constitutional  j^owers  of  the  TJeneral 
Government  to  establish  a  genei-fil  and  uniform  system  of  quaran- 
tine for  the  different  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  whereas,  the 
cholera  infection  has  been  introduced  into  the  United  States,  and 
did  doubtless  manifest  itself  in  many  of  the  cities,  towns  and 
villages  of  our  country  during  the  past  season,  and 

Whereas,  the  experience  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  other 
places,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  has  demonstrated  the  efficacy  of 
certain  chemical  disinfectants,  especially  carbolic  acid  and  the  sid- 
phale  of  iron,  in  destroying  or  preventing  the  spread  of  cholera 
virus,  it  is  hereby  urgently  recommended  by  this  Association,  that 
the  attention  of  physicians  of  the  .United  States  be  chiefly  and 
constantly  directed  to  the  prompt  and  free  use  of  such  disinfec- 
tants wherever  the  cholera  poison  may  show  itself. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  experience  of  Europe  and  the  United 
States  has  satisfactorily  shown  that '  the  cholera  poison  cannot  be 
controlled  or  kept  in  ciieck  except  where  tlie  cordons  san/taires  are 
absolutely  prohibitory  of  iill  intercourse,  as  Avas  the  case  in  the 
entire  Island  of  Sicily,  and  the  eutire  .coasts  and  frontier  of  Greece, 
during  the  recent  cholera. epidemic,  and, 

Wliereas,  there  is  no  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  would  not  submit  to  the  enforcement  of  such 
prohibitory  measures,  and  non-intercourse,  as  is  necessary  to  hold 
the  cholera  poison  in  check,  especially  after  its  introduction  into 
the  country,  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all  municipal  bodies  and 
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boards  of  health  to  pay  special  attention  to  requisite  sanitary 
measures,  such  as  the  cleansing  of  streets,  lanes  and  alleys;  the 
supply  of  pure  drinldng  water  to  the  inhabitants;  the  ample  pro- 
vision of  chemical  disinfectants,  and  their  prompt  employment  in 
necessary  cases;  the  separation  of  the  sick  from  the  healthy,  in 
the  same  dwelling;  the  inspection  and  regulation  of  tenement 
houses;  the  provision  of  nurses,  hospitals,  and  competent  physi- 
cians for  the  siclv  poor,  who  may  be  attacked;  provision  for  the 
early  burial  of  the  dead;  the  separation  of  the  corpses  from  the 
living;  and  the  prohibition  of  the  custom  of  waking  the  dead,  and 
all  other  measures  which  have  been  found  necessary  to  control  the 
progress  of  tlie  disease. 

Jicsolffd,  That  experience  proves  that  the  publication  of  the 
facts  connected  with  the  existence  and  progress  of  cholera  in  any 
[)hice,  instead  of  disturbing  the  popular  mind,  while  it  reveals  the 
exact  extent  of  the  danger,  robs  it  of  the  hold  of  alarm  and  fear, 
with  which  the  imagination  surrounds  indelinitc  pestilence,  walking 
abroad  by  noon-da^  . 

Dr.  II.  E.  Storer  read  the  minutes  of  the  Section  on  Psycholog3% 
wliich  were,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication, 

The  reports  of  the  Section  on  Practical  Medicine,  and  on  Mete- 
orology, were  read  and  disposed  of  in  like  manner. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  submitted  their  rejio^t  ae 
amended.  The  changes  are: — Oommittee  of  Arrangmients — Drs. 
Grafton  Tyler,  (Chairman,)  William  P.  Johnson,  F.  Howard,  Wm. 
Mawbury,  Lewis  Mackall,  T.  F.  Many,  J.  M.  Toner.  Assistant 
Secretary — J.  "W.  H.  Lovejoy.  Added  to  Committee  on  Necrology — 
Dr.  Samuel  Willey,  of  Minnesota,  and  Dr.  Samuel  M.  Welch,  of 
Galveston,  Texas. 

Remuneration  of  Permanent  Secretary. — Dr.  M.  A.  Fallen  pre- 
Bented  the  subjoined : 

Whereas,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  resolution  originally  intro- 
duced, Creating  the  office  of  Permanent  Secretary,  to  pay  said 
ofOeer  a  certain  sum  aunuall}',  as  a  salary  for  services  as  such; 
i;iid  whereas,  Dr.  AVilliam  E.  Atkinson,  oar  present  efficient  and 
urbane  Secretary,  has  never  received  my  money  whatsoever  in 
jjayment  of  said  services,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Pern>anent  Secretary  hereafter,  and  from  this 
date,  be  authorized  to  draw  a  warrant  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the 
expenses  incurred  in  his  attending  each  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  that  tlie  Treasurer  is  hereby  instructed  to  pay  the  same. 
Unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Atlee  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  As!?ocnatix)n  be  tendered 

to  tl)e  Perraanei^t  Secretary  for  past  services,  Carried, 
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The  Annual  Assessrtimt. — Dr.  Toner  proposed  the  following,  which 
includes  an  article  of  the  Constitution,  with  the  amendments  added : 
The  sum  of  five  dollars  shall  be  assessed  annually  upon  each  dele- 
gate to  the  sessions  of  the  Association,  as  well  as  upon  each  of  its 
permanent  members,  wlsether  attending  or  not,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  fund  to  defray  the  neaessary  expenses  of  the  Association, 
and  for  printing  the  Transactions.  The  payment  of  this  assess- 
ment shall  be  required  of  the  delegates  and  iHembers  in  attendance 
upon  the  sessions  of  the  Association  previously  to  their  taking 
seats  and  participating  in  the  business  of  the  session.  Permanent 
members  not  attending  shall  forward  their  yearly  dues  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  thereby  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of  the 
printed  Transactions,  the  same  as  delegates.  Referred,  after  an 
animated  debate,  to  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws. 

Dr.  Hibberd  asked  that  Dr.  H,  R.  Storer  be  permitted  to  use, 
in  the  preparation  of  a  paper,  certain  matter  previously  presented 
by  himself  to  the  Association.    Permission  granted. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  various  Railroad  Companies,  and  others,  for 
courtesies  extended  the  Association,  were  then  passed. 

Dr.  Hibberd's  resolutions,  regarding  the  use  of  unofflcinul  pre^ 
parations,  and  the  relations  between  the  profession  and  the  vend- 
ers of  nostrums,  were  then  called  up. 

Dr.  Post  called  attention  to  the  proper  distinctions  between  the 
terms  "unofEcinal"  and  "magisterial." 

Dr.  Cox,  as  an  amendment,  deeired  to  insert  after  manufacturing^ 
the  words  "advertising  or  selling  quack  medicines  or  nostrums." 
Lost, 

Dr.  Bibbins  moved  the  reference  of  the  whole  subject  to  the 
Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Constitution,  etc.  Carried. 

Female  Education  ggain.-~^I>r.  Atlce  then  pressed  his  resolutions 
on  the  subject  of  female  medical  education.  A  motion  to  take 
them  from  the  table  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  5G  to  52. 

Dr.  Pallen,  of  Missouri,  was  opposed  to  the  discussion  of  thd 
subject  Women  were  not  by  nature  fitted  for  the  practice  of 
medicine.  It  had  been  tried  in  Europe,  and  had  proved  an  utter 
failure.  Ladies  possessed  of  any  delicacy  could  not  acquire  the 
proper  amount  of  knowledge^    Imagin<3  a  young  lady,  with  gigan- 
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tic  chignon  aiid  garbed  in  silks,-  entering  the  charnel-house,  and 
bending  over  a  corpse,  microscope  in  hand,  searching  for  cancer 
cells,  etc.,  etc. 

Dr.  Davis  thought  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  at  this  time, 
would  only  furnish  newspaper  gossips  with  a  topic,  and  could  do 
no  possible  good.  lie  therefore  moved  to  refer  the  whole  subject 
to  the  Committee  on  Medical  Ethics. 

Dr.  Bowditcli,  of  Mass.,  M'as  opposed  to  this  way  of  disposing 
of  such  au  important  matter.  He  had  moved  3-estcrday  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table,  simply  because  he  thought  the  Convention 
was  not  then  prepared  to  act  upon  tliem.  The  question  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  laws  of  nature  or  the  manner  in  which  ladies 
were  to  acquire  the  pi'oper  amount  of  knowledge.  The  question 
was  simply  whether  or  not  they  should  be  recognized  when  they 
had  acquired  that  knowledge,  as  many  of  them  undoubtedly  had. 
The  Doctor  mentioned  several  instances  in  which  the  practice  of 
medicine  by  lady  physicians  had  been  attended  with  great  success. 

Dr.  Davis's  motion  to  refer  to  Committee  on  Medical  Ethics  was 
carried  133^  a  large  majorit}-. 

Dr.  Hibberd  moved  tliat  Dr.  Theophilus  Parvin,  of  Indiana,  be 
appointed  to  render  a  special  report  on  the  Surgical  Diseases  of 
Women,  at  the  nest  annual  meeting.  Adopted. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr.  F.  Hopkins  for  the  free 
use  of  his  hall. 

A  communication  from  Dr.  J.  -Homberger,  ^expressing  his  desire 
to  resign  from  the  Association,  was  received,  and  finally  referred 
to  Committee  on  Medical  Ethics.  " 

The  Provision  for  Chronic  Insane. — After  a  resolution,  offered  by 
Dr.  S.  C.  Hughes,  thanking  the  Press  for  impartial  reports  of  the 
proceedings,  Drl  C.  A.  Lee  read  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  providing  for  the  poor  chronic  insane  in  the  jails 
and  almshouses  of  our  country,  as  at  present  practiced  in  nearly 
all  the  States  of  the  Union,  is  a  gross  violation  of  the  laws  of 
humanity,  and  contrar}'  to  the  Divine  injunction  of  "doing  to 
others  as  we  would  be  done  by. " 

Resolved,  That  where  the  regular  hospitals  for  the  insane  of  a 
State  are  insufficient  to  accommodate  both  acute  and  chronic  cases 
that  are  sent  to  them,  this  Association  would  strongl}'  recommend 
the  procurement  of  a  suitable  amount  of  land  in  the  v.-cinit^,  and 
the  erection  of  convenient,  well-planned,  and  well-ventilated,  but 
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comparatively  inexpensive  buildings,  in  connection  with  and  under 
the  same  general  supervision  as  the  hospitals  themselves,  where 
those  who  ''are  able  to  labor,  and  would  be  benefited  by  light  and 
regulated  employment,  may  be  suitably  accommodated  and  prop- 
erlv  cared  for. 

Resolved,  That  the  example  of  Massachusetts  in  establishing 
asylums  for  the  accommodation  and  humane  treatment  of  the 
chronic  insane,  is  worthy  of  all  praise  and  imitation,  and  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Association,  such  institutions,  if  rightly  inaugur- 
ated and  judiciously  carried  on,  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  State  in  an 
economical  point  of  view,  will  raise  the  character  of  the  State 
Hospitals,  and  will  greatly  subserve  the  interests  of  the  insane 
generall}-. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  present  insane  hospitals  are  capable  of 
accommodating  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  40,000  insane  of  the 
United  States,  and  as  almshouse  and  jail  provision  is  not  adapted 
to  their  proper  care  and  treatment,  this  Association  would  recom- 
mend to  the  proper  State  authorities  to  make  such  further  provis- 
ion in  tlie  direction  above  indicated  as  may  tend  to  the  ameliora- 
tion of  their  condition,  if  not  the  restoration  of  their  rational  and 
tuorol  faculties.  Adopted. 

Dr.  Bibbins  moved  to  refer  to  a  special  committee  of  five,  to 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting.  Carried. 

Drs.  C.  A.  Lee,  New  York;  Guntry,  Ohio;  John  Fonerdin; 
Walker,  Mass. ;  Chipley,  Ky.,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

The  late  Surgeon  C.  S.  Tripler,  U.  S.  A.  — Dr.  Cox  submitted  the 
foUoM-ing  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  loss  of  Surgeon  Charles  8.  Tripler,  U.S.A., 
who  died  in  this  city  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association,  the 
profession  throughout  the  country,  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  Society  especiall}',  have  experienced  a  serious  loss. 

Resolved,  Tbat  in  the  high  moral  integrity.  Christian  character, 
professional  ability,  and  conscientious  love  of  his  vocation,  we 
recognize  in  Dr.  Tripler  one  of  the  truest  illustrations  of  a  sound 
physician  and  a  good  man. 

Resolved,  That  the  condolence  and  sympathies  of  this  Associa- 
tion are  hereby  tendered  to  the  family  and  relations  of  the  deceased ; 
and  the  Secretarj'  is  directed  to  communicate  to  them  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions. 

Dr.  Davis  moved  that  the  committee  charged  with  procuring 
suitable  accommodations  for  the  Association  meetings  in  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  in  Washington,  D.  C,  be  continued.  Carried. 

Dr.  Alden  March,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  President  and  retiring  ollicers  for  the 
ability,  impartiality  and  courtesy  manifested  in  the  discharge  of 
their  arduous  duties.  Carried. 
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Dr.  Cox  moved  tbat  the  surplus  copies  of  the  Transactioha  of 
the  Association,  not  3'ot  out  of  print,  be  sent  to  the  Secretaries  of 
similar  organizations  in  exchange  for  the  volumes  published  by 
their  own  bodies.  Carried. 

Dr.  Hughes  presented  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  those  members  of  the  Association  who  have  con- 
tributed to  the  amount  of  five  dollars  to  the  publishing  of  future 
Transactions,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  back  volumes  of  the  Trans- 
actions to  the  amount  of  the  same,  as  they  may  want.  Carried. 

After  the  passage  of  several  votes  of  thanks,  the  meeting 

adjourned  at  two  P.  M. ,  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place  previously 

designated. — [JExtracted  from  Boston  Medical  Journal. 


Trousseau's  Syrup  of  Lime  In  the  Treatment  of  Acute  Rheumatism. 


We  And  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  for  February 
28th,  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  the  use  of  lime  in 
Rheumatism : 

"Having  for  a  year  past  used  what  I  consider  a  new  remedy  for 
rheumatism,  and  with  better  success  than  from  any  other  remedy, 
I  consider  it  proper  to  ask  the  profession  to  make  a  trial  of  it. 
It  is  the  syrup  of  lime,  made  according  to  Trousseau's  prescrip- 
tion, as  found  in  Farrish's  Pharmacy.  I  have  used  it,  according  to 
the  severity  of  the  case  and  the  age  of  the  patient,  in  the  dose  of 
ten  drops  to  forty-five  drops,  and  repeated  it  from  two  to  six  hours* 
as  symptoms  have  seemed  to  demand.  In  but  one  case  has  any 
opiate  been  required  from  the  beginning.  Two  cases  were  compli- 
cated with  Bright's  disease,  as  indicated  by  the  great  abundance 
of  albumen  and  the  casts,  as  seen  in  the  urine.  In  one  of  these 
the  albuminuria  entirely  disappefired,  and  in  the  other  it  has  been 
largely  diminished. 

"There  has  been  no  constipation,  but  generally  looseness  of  the 
bowels,  after  a  couple  of  daj's'  treatment. 

"  The  medicine  is  best  taken  in  unskimmed  milk,  in  quantity 
from  a  tablespoonful  to  four  ounces,  according  to  the  size  of  the 
dose  of  syrup." 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
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Infectious,  Contagious  and  Pestilential  Diseases. 

Dr.  E.  B.  Dalton,  Sanitary  Superintendent  Metropolitan  Sani- 
tary District,  has  notified  every  physician  in  the  Metropolitan 
Sanitary  District  to  report  to  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health 
all  cases  uuder  their  care  of  such  diseases  as  have  been  declared 
by  said  Board  to  be  of  an  infectious,  congatious  or  pestilential 
character,  and  that  the  following  have  been  so  declared,  viz: 
cholera,  yellow  fever,  small-pox,  ship  or  typhus,  typhoid  and  scar- 
let fevers,  and  measles.  It  is  not  intended  to  make  these  reports 
public,  or  to  annoy  patients  or  their  families  with  visits  from  San- 
itary Inspectors,  unless  when  the  physician's  report  shall  show 
necessity  therefor.  The  object  is  to  have  a  record  in  this  office 
from  which,  at  any  time,  physicians  or  others  may  derive  informa- 
tion as  to  the  prevalence  of  said  diseases  and  the  comparative 
salubrity  in  tliis  particular  of  different  sections  of  the  city,  and 
generally  of  the  Metropolitan  Sanitary  District, 


I 

Action  of  the  Bromide  of  Potassium. 

The  actions  of  the  bromide  of  potassium,  according  to  Dr.  J, 
Crichton  Browne,  in  the  Amerimn  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  \ 
are — (1.)    It  mitigates  those  convulsive  movements  of  spasmodic  I 
twitchings,  which  are  the  result  of  the  rapid  conversion  of  censory 
impressions  in  motor  impulses,  or  of  morbid  reflex  action  through 
the  medulla  oblongata,  and  it  exercises  a  peculiar  influence  over  * 
the  phenomena  which  are  characteristic  of  epilepsy.    Whether  the 
increased  excitability  of  the  medulla  oblongata  is  so  great  as  to 
be  productive  of  epileps}',  or  so  slight  as  so  expend  itself  in  minor  I 
spasmodic  complaints,  the  bromide  seems  to  exert  an  excellent  I 
effect  on  it.    (2. )  It  has  a  sedative  eflTect  upon  the  action  of  the  ^ 
heart  in  certain  cases.    (3.)  It  lessens  and  mitigates  the  rapid  and  I 
preternatural  excitement  of  the  spasm,  tremor,  and  other  outward  ! 
manifestations,  wJiich  in  some  forms  of  nervous  disease  follow  { 
tjpon  any  emotional  or  moral  disturbance.    (4.)  It  acts  as  an  ano- 
dyne, under  certain  circumstances,  relieving  hypersesthetical  sensa-  ' 
tions.    (5.)  It  produces  sleep.    (C. )  It  exercises  a  beneficial  influ-  I 
cnce  over<;ertain  mentfil  diseases.— T/te  Druggista'  Cir.  and  Cfiem.  j 
Qazette,  ! 
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New  Fcrm  of  Antiseptic  for  Local  Use. 

Tlie  liquor  carbonis  detergens  is  recommended.  It  is  an  alcoholic 
solution  of  coal-tar,  containing,  we  presume,  the  carbolic,  plienic, 
and  other  acids,  with  dark  tarry  matter,  and  diflFeriug  from  car- 
bolic acid,  as  the  liquor  cinchoniE  does  from  quinine.  It  readily 
mixes  with  water,  forming  a  permanent  emulsion,  and  in  various 
strengths  is  available  as  a  mouth-wash,  a  gargle,  an  injection  for 
fetid  uterine  discharges,  cancer,  retained  placenta,  etc.,  gonorrhoea 
in  the  female,  foul  ulcers,  sloughing  sores,  and  all  maladies  depend- 
ent in,  or  complicated  by,  parasite  beings,  lice,  fungi,  etc.  It  is 
also  used  combined  with  soda. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 


Narceine. 

Narceine  is  coming  into  great  fashion  amongst  the  French  to 
replace  morphia.  The  dose  generally  given  internally,  is  from  a 
sixth  to  half  a  grain.  At  the  outset  it  diminishes  the  j^ulse,  but 
subsequently  accelerates  the  pulsations.  It  does  not  seem  to  pro- 
duce constipation,  but  rather  a  free  action  of  the  bowels.  It  is. 
said  to  retard  menstruation.  Dr.  Eulenberg  prefers  it  to  any 
other  narcotic,  and  gives  it  in  neuralgia,  in  painful  affections  gen- 
erally, and  articular  disease,  iritis,  cystitis,  and  orchitis,  stating 
that  it  produces  sleep,  "which  is  soft,  tranquil,  uninterrupted,  and 
followed  by  a  quiet  awaking."  Narceine  is  reported  to  be  prefera- 
ble to  morphia  as  a  general  rule,  and  to  act  effectually  in  those 
cases  in  which  morphia  fails. — Med.  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


The  Cause  of  Cholera. 

In  a  memoir  addressed  to  the  Paris  Academ}'  of  Medicine,  M. 
Daume  announces  the  discovery  of  a  cholera  animalcule.  The 
memoir  has  been  referred  to  the  committee  havin<>-  charire  of  the 
Breant  prize  to  be  awarded  to  the  person  who  discovers  a  cure  for 
the  modern  pestilence.  It  is  possible  that  Asiatic  cholera  may  be 
caused  by  the  presence  of  an  organism;  but  from  the  rapidity  of 
the  progress  of  this  disease,  it  seems  more  reasonable  to  infer  that 
this  organism  belongs  to  the  vegetable  class,  resembling  minute 
mycelium,  which  often  increase  with  most  fearful  rapidity.  Still 
we  are  without  proof  to  show  that  inorganic  matter  cannot  assume 
such  baneful  form,  by  the  process  of  dlffasion  througli  common 
air,  as  to  carry  into  the  lungs  a  poison  which  may  soon  disintegrate 
the  blood  and  paralyze  the  nervous  system.  It  has,  fortuuatel}', 
been  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  progress  of  this  unknown  ene- 
my through  the  favorite  haunts — the  cities — can  be  prevented  by 
cleanliness,  the  use  of  disinfectants,  and  strict  observance  of  san- 
itary regulations. 


EDITORIAL. 
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Probable  Appearance,  Cause  and  Prevention  of  Cholera. 

The  approach  of  the  warm  season  renews  tlio  old  and.  anxious  inquiries  con- 
cerning cholera,  that  scourge  and  dread  of  large  cities.  Shall  we  have  cholera 
this  season?  Is  it  contagious?  Can  it  be  prevented  in  its  appearance  by  quar- 
antine or  municipal  regulations?  These  are  the  most  commou  and  important 
inquiries  concerning  it.  questions  which  have  been  proposed  to  the  most  observing 
and  experienced  in  our  profession,  as  well  as  to  all  others,  regardless  ot  the  pos- 
sibility of  satisfactory  answer. 

Last  year  Buffalo  was  remarkably  exempt  from  epidemic  cholera,  but  this  does 
not  justify  the  conclusion  that  the  warm  season,  now  commencing,  will  not  furnish 
cases  of  this  disease.  It  is  well  to  consider  the  liability,  and  to  adopt  such  measures 
of  protection  as  have  been  found  most  efficacious.  Whatever  differences  of  opinion 
may  prevail  in  regard  to  the  causes  and  modes  of  propagation  of  cholera,  some  facts 
are  already  established,  and  upon  these  may  rest  a  sanitary  and  municipal  action, 
which  will  protect  the  inhabitants  in  great  degree,  at  least,  from  the  ravages  of 
this  fearful  scourge.  The  filthy,  vicious,  intemperate,  destitute  and  imprudent, 
fall  ready  victims  to  this  disease,  and  from  this  fact  alone  may  be  gathered  some 
of  the  most  important  practical  lessons;  yet  the  public  are  as  insensible  and 
stupid  as  possible  as  to  the  importance  of  the  various  hygienic  methods  of  pre- 
venting disease  of  this  nature.  The  wealthy  console  themselves  with  the  idea  of 
seeking  personal  safety  in  country  or  sea-side  resorts,  and  bestow  little  thought 
upon  the  value  of  general  health,  to  city  or  town,  other  than  possibly  to  reckon 
upon  its  commercial  bearings  and  draw  a  balance  between  the  taxable  cost  of 
sanitary  measures  and  the  undertaker's  bills  for  burying  the  poor.  If  there  was 
a  just  appreciation  of  the  injurious  effects  of  filthiness,  particularly  in  yards, 
sinks,  privies,  and  cesspools;  of  the  danger  of  stagnant  water  under  and  around 
thickly  inhabited  districts;  of  the  necessity  of  drainage  and  ventilation,  there 
would  not  be  found  in  Buffalo  one  nuisance  of  this  sort  where  hundreds  at  present 
exist.  As  it  now  is,  many  families  with  ample  incomes  live  in  dwellings  wholly 
unsuited  for  the  abodes  of  men,  and  upon  all  sides  are  surrounded  by  intolerable 
nuisances.  The  wonder  is,  not  that  we  have  disease  in  the  warm  season,  as  the 
result  of  such  conditions,  but  rather  that  any  can  live  to  reasonable  age  under 
such  influences.  The  amount  of  preventable  disea.^e  and  the  number  of  preventa- 
ble deaths,  if  estimated  truthfully  would  astonish  every  one — there  can  be  no 
doubt  they  would  outnumber  those  from  unavoidable  causes. 

Is  cholera  contagious?  This  question  has  not  been  answered  by  unanimous 
opinion,  and  at  present  cannot  be  determined  beyond  controversy.  Is  its  cause  a 
material  generated  by  morbid  processes  in  the  bodies  of  the  sick,  and  capable  of 
generating  the  same  disease  in  those  whom  it  reaches,  either  by  contact  or  through 
the  air?  Some  of  the  reasons  lor  believing  that  in  this  sense  it  is  not  contagious, 
are  the  following:  Diarrhwa  is  generally  observed  to  precede  and  accompany  this 
VOL.  6,  NO.  11 — .50. 
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disease,  which  in  some  cases  from  local  or  other  causes  incrcafies  and  becomes 
cholera,  while  in  others  it  remains  siniph;  diarrhcra,  showinj,'  a  more  {reneral  influ- 
ence than  could  Ije  expected  if  the  disease  was  conlapiions  ajul  deiiendin^  upon  it 
alone  as  means  of  propagation.  Again,  its  sudden  disapjiearance,  with  no  refer- 
ence to  the  number  of  persons  exposed,  or  liable  as  ever  to  exposure,  appears 
oi)po8ed  to  the  idea  of  contas^ion.  The  simultaneous  ajujearance  of  cholera  in 
places  widely  separated,  and  the  attack  of  hundreds  the  same  day  in  the  same 
city,  as  has  been  often  observed,  indicate  ils'causes  to  be  more  general  than  could 
arise  from  contact  or  near  connection.  Its  appearance  in  limiK-d  districts  of  a 
town,  to  an  almshouse  or  jail,  generally  containing  some  cesspool  or  overflowing 
sink,  when  ottier  plnces  do  not  contain  even  single  cases  of  the  disease,  indicate  that 
it  is  not  propagated  by  contagion.  That  armies  sometimes  have  suffered  terribly 
while  in  one  location,  and  by  a  short  march  escajjcd  it  altogether,  is  also  indica- 
tive of  local  or  endemic  cau!»es  rather  than  otherwise.  >i'\irses,  even  in  hospitals, 
are  not  more  subject  to  the  disease  than  others,  and  hospital  i)atient8  suflfering 
from  other  diseases,  have  not  generally  been  affected  by  the  admission  of  those  sick 
of  cholera.  Physicians  are  often  greatly  exposed  both  in  the  care  of  cholera 
palients  while  living,  and  by  making  po.s<  mortem  examinations,  and  no  ill  effects 
have  been  shown  to  follow.  Cholera  has  never  been  produced  experimentally  by 
direct  contact  or  otherwise,  inoculation,  tasting  the  dejections,  and  inhaling  the 
breath  have  all  alike  proved  unsuccessful.  If  possible  it  is  better  to  reject  the 
idea  of  contagion,  for  if  adopted  it  is  capable  of  nntold  evil.  When  a^ked  if 
cholera  is  contagious,  the  answer  should  be,  no,  without  anj  hesitation,  and  this 
reply  should  be  made  and  repeated  until  it  can  be  shown  clearly  to  be  untrue. 

The  remaining  question,  can  cholera  be  prevented  by  quarantine  or  municipal 
regulation,  admits  of  discussion,  but  may  undoubtedly  be  answered,  yes.  It  may 
not  be  possible  with  our  present  knowledge  to  wholly  prevent  the  appearance  and 
spread  of  cholera,  but  it  can  be  prevented  in  great  degree.  It  is  dependent  upon 
local  causes  to  a  great  extent,  at  least,  and  may  be  controlled  and  prevented  by 
faithful  adherence  to  the  well  understood  principles  of  hygienic  science.  These 
embrace  cleanliness,  the  use  of  disinfectants,  ventilation  with  proper  air-space, 
the  use  of  pure  water  only  and  proper  food.  Other  points  may  be  also  added, 
such  as  warm  clothing,  regular  hours  of  labor  and  rest,  tempeiance,  mental  com- 
posure, cheerfulness,  etc.,  etc. 

A  great  many  facts  bearing  upon  all  these  topics  have  been  carefully  observed 
and  recorded  during  the  past  year,  and  an  honest  and  earnest  effort  has  been- 
made  to  determine  by  positive  proof  or  accumulated  evidence  the  various  ques- 
tions in  agitation  as  to  the  nature,  causes,  modes  of  propagation  and  treatment  of 
this,  as  yet,  ungovernable  scourge.  Many  authors  have  written  papers,  and  even 
books,  upon  cholera,  which  contain  valuable  suggestions  and  will  prove  instruc- 
tive, but  it  must  be  confessed  that  these  efforts  have  generally  been  in  the  interest 
and  support  of  some  favorite  theory.  Report  favorably  the  facts  as  they  appear 
and  theory  will  soon  conform  to  them.  Observations  are  sometimes  deceptive, 
and  too  great  readiness  to  arrive  at  conclusions  should  be  carefully  avoided. 
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Obstetrics:    The  Science  and  the  Art.    By  Charles  D.  Meigs,  M.  D.  Philadelphia: 
Henry  C.  Lea,  1867. 

The  readers  of  this  Journal  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  character  and 
standing  of  this  work  to  have  any  extended  notice,  interesting  or  even  proper. 
We  notice  by  the  preface,  that  the  author  has  carefully  revised  every  paragraph, 
with  the  view  of  leaving  his  work  to  the  profession  as  perfect  and  complete  as 
possible,  thinking  that  this  is  probably  the  last  occasion  he  will  ever  have  of  mak- 
ing it  a  better  book  for  instruction  than  before.  In  turning  over  the  pages  of  this 
last  and  most  perfect  edition,  we  are  attracted  by  the  manner  he  writes  upon 
albuminuria.  He  says:  "  What  now  is  albuminuria;  for  that  is  the  question?  Is 
albuminuria  a  disease,  or  is  it  a  symptom?  Such  is  the  question  put  by  Gour- 
beyre.  Is  albuminuria  a  leak  from  a  disordered  and  imperfect  kidney  of  one  of  the 
important  materials  of  the  blood  ?  Is  albuminuria  a  result  of  modified  power  of 
ha!matocis,  and  is  it  not  rather  a  disease  of  the  blood-vessel,  the  endangium,  than 
of  Bowman's  capsules  or  Malphighi's  corpuscles?  Goubeyre  quotes  Frerichs  to 
show  that  in  202  post  mortem  examinations  of  morbus  brightii,  the  lesions  of  the 
kidneys  were  more  numerous  than  any  others;  there  was  heart  disease  99  times; 
emphysema,  77;  diseased  liver,  46;  (22  cirrhosis)  spleen,  50.  Dr.  Gourbeyre 
insists  that  morbus  brightii,  commonly  called  albuminuria,  and  albuminuric  neph- 
ritis, is  nothing  more  or  less  than  disalbuminuriation  of  the  blood,  and  that  di.s- 
albiiminuriation  of  the  blood  may  take  place  in  persons  whose  health  is  perfect  as 
far  as  the  kidney  is  concerned,  and  in  whose  urine  neither  tubuli-casts  nor  the 
least  trace  of  albumen  can  be  detected.  What  then,  I  repeat,  is  albuminuria  of 
gestation?  Is  it  not  a  vitiated  state  of  the  blood  dependent  on  morbid  changes 
superinduced  by  pregnancy  in  the  blood  membrane;  and  is  it  anything  else  than 
a  symptom  at  once,  and  a  cause  of  hydra?mia?  Is  it  not  in  many  cases  developed 
during  the  labor  in  consequence  of  the  violence  of  the  circulation?  The  very 
strongest  advocate  of  the  doctrine  of  ura?mic  intoxication  as  causative  of  eclampsia. 
Dr.  0.  Braun,  says,  that  there  is  no  constant  relation  of  the  quantity  of  albumen 
in  the  urine  to  the  period  of  labor  in  which  the  convulsions  break  out,  but  the 
amount  of  albumen  does  augment  in  the  ratio  of  the  repetitions  of  the  eclampsic 
paroxysms.  To  mo  it  appears  that  this  admission  strengthens  the  opinion  that 
child-bed  fits  depend  not  so  much  on  the  qualities  of  the  blood,  as  on  its  impetus 
in  circulation,  and  that  its  morbid  qualities  are  rather  results  than  causes;  although 
to  be  sure  the  morbid  results  do  become  causes  in  their  turn." 

This  subject  is  considered  at  length  and  is  interesting  in  many  respects  ;  the 
quotation  thus  far,  has  been  made  with  no  other  view  than  to  indicate  the  author's 
views  upon  an  important  pathological  point.  The  work  comprises  a  complete 
treatise  upon  obstetrics,  and  stands  high  among  the  very  first  works  upon  this 
subject.  Its  style  is  unexceptionable,  and  shows  it  to  be  the  product  of  high  men- 
tal discipline,  careful  oj^servation  and  ripe  experience.  The  opinions  of  the  author 
are  entitled  to  great  respect,  and  this  book,  in  its  fifth  and  last  edition,  will  remain 
a  standing  authority  upon  all  subjects  in  the  department  of  obstetrics. 
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The  publisher.  Ilcnry  C.  Lea,  of  Philadelpliia,  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the 
profession,  for  the  neat,  substantial  and  ornamental  style  of  his  medical  publica- 
tions in  general;  this  one  in  particular. 

For  sale  in  Buffalo  by  Theodore  Butler. 


Practical  Dissections.  By  Richard  Hodges.  M.  D.,  formerly  Demonstrator  of 
Harvard  University.  Second  edition,  thoronghly  revised.  Philadel])hia: 
Henry  C.  Lea,  18G7. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  "  Practical  Dissections,"  we  can  fully  com- 
mend it  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  all  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  practical 
anatomy.  Their  design  is  not  intended  to  occupy  the  jilace  of  a  treatise  on  anat- 
omy, but  simply  as  "a  practical  guide  in  the  ordinary  dissections  of  tlio  medical 
student,  descril)ing  on  the  same  page,  and  in  connection,  the  muscles,  nerves, 
arteries,  veins  or  other  stractures  which  are  conjointly  exposed  in  dissecting  any 
one  of  the  parts  into  which  the  dead  subject  is  usually  divided."  An  experience 
of  more  than  seven  j'ears  in  demonstrating,  has  euabled  the  author  to  arrange  his 
work  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  found  most  convenient.  Part  first,  comprises  the 
anatomy  of  the  head  and  neck,  embraced  in  fourteen  dissections.  Part  second, 
comprises  the  anatomy  of  the  upper  extremities,  thorax  and  back,  divided  into 
ten  dissections;  and  part  third,  embracing  the  anatomy  of  the  abdomen  and  lower 
extremities,  with  fourteen  dissections.  The  division  of  each  part  into  "dissec- 
tions" is  intended  to  map  out  a  day's  work,  thus  affording  to  the  student  an  oppor- 
tunity to  prepare  each  succeeding  day's  work.  Besides  describing  the  peculiari- 
ties of  the  anatomy  of  the  fcrtus  and  the  surgical  anatomy  of  the  arteries,  the 
author  has  given  some  general  rules  to  be  observed  in  dissecting,  which,  if  fol- 
lowed, will  gfea;tiy  add  to  the  neatness  of  the  dissections,  as  also  to  the  personal^ 
comfort  of  the  dissector. 


The  Half- Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Jledical  Sciences;  being  an  analytical  and  crit- 
ical digest  of  the  jjrincipal  British  and  Continental  Medical  works,  published 
in  the  precedinir  six  months.  Vol.  44.  .luly-Decembeii  ISOG.  Philadelphia: 
Henry  C.  Lea,  1867. 

The  medical  profession  is  too  w^ell  acquainted  with  the  PI alf- Yearly  Abstract" 
to  require  any  extensive  notice  on  our  part.  The  present  volume,  like  its  pred- 
ecessors, is  full  of  interest,  embodying  within  its  pages  the  cream  of  foreign  med- 
ical literature,  and  no  practitioner  desiring  to  remain  acquainted  with  foreign 
literature  can  well  afford  to  be  without  this  work. 


What  effect  has  the  Meat  or  Milk  from  Diseased  Animals  on  the  Public  Health? 
By  Samuel  K.  Percy.  'M.  D..  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  New  York  Medical 
College;  Physician  to  the  Jews'  Hospital,  etc.,  18G6. 

Questions  ot  grave  importance  to  the  pulilic  health  are  involved  in  the  consid- 
eration of  this  subject,  and  Dr.  Percy  by  earnest  and  careful  investigation  has 
furnished  to  the  medical  profession  a  clew  to  the  cause  of  many  diseases  hereto- 
fore not  recognized.  We  trust  that  he  will  continue  to  labor  in  this  almos* 
untrodden  field  of  investigation,  and  that  medical  .societies  and  health  commis- 
sioners will  extend  to  him  such  .support  as  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands. 


EDITORIAI>. 


44Y 


Diphtheria:    A  prize  essay.   By  E.  S.  Gaillarcl,  M.  D.,  Richmond,  Virginia, 
1SG7. 

This  mono£?raph  (a  reprint  from  the  Richmond  Medical  Journal)  is  designed 
chiefly  for  the  elucidation  and  establishment  of  the  pathology  of  the  disease  under 
consideration,  and  with  this  view,  the  author  has  consulted  the  best  medical 
authorities  upon  this  subject  both  in  America  and  Europe.  The  arrangement,  in 
a  tabular  form,  of  the  differences  between  the  pathology  of  diphtheria  and  that  of 
the  diseases  with  which  it  is  most  frequently  confounded,  namely:  pharyngitis, 
muguet,  aphthous,  inflammation  of  the  mouth,  croup  and  scarlet  fever,  po.ssesses 
advantages  which  are  not  found  in  works  of  a  similar  character. 

The  indications  for  treatment  the  author  considers  both  as  constitutional  and 
local.  Under  the  former  he  strongly  advocates  the  sustaining  plan,  Avhile  general 
and  local  depletion,  vesiccatories,  sinapisms,  etc.,  should  be  entirely  discarded. 
In  the  local  treatment  much  benefit  has  been  derived  from  the  following  prepara- 
tion, to  bo  applied  to  the  exudation : 

Aqua'  FIuv.  grs.  x.x.xii,  "| 
Ferro  Perchlorid.  . 
Acid  Citric,  f 
Acid  llydrochlo,  j 

The  forcible  (earing  away  of  the  membrane  the  author  considers  as  worse  than 

useless. 


Prize  Essay — Digitalin.  Its  chemical,  physiological  and  therapeutic  action.  An 
essay  to  which  was  awarded  a  prize  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  May, 
]8(i{).  By  Samuel  R.  Percy,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  New  York 
Medical  College,  etc.,  etc. 

The  adjudgment  of  a  prize  to  this  essay,  by  the  American  Medical  Association 
is  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  its  value,  and  all  that  remains  for  us  to  do  is  to  simply 
present  its  arrangement  for  the  benefit  of  those  of  our  readers  who  may  not  pos- 
sess the  Transactions  for  186G.  The  author  presents  his  subject  in  four  sections. 
Section  first,  treating  of  its  chemical  history;  process  of  obtaining  the  alkaloid; 
other  principles  contained  in  it;  its  physical  properties;  chemical  tests  and  re- 
agents. Section  second,  discusses  its  physiological  action  upon  animals  and  man : 
Section  third,  considers  the  therapeutics  of  digitalin;  cumulative  action;  effects  in 
poisonous  doses.    Section  fourth,  treats  of  the  modus  operandi. 


Researches  upon  Spurious  Vaccination  or  the  Abnormal  Phenomena  accompany- 
ing and  Collowing  Vaccination  in  the  Confederate  Army,  during  the  recent 
American  Civil  AVar,  ISGl-lSli.'i.  By  Joseph  Jones,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Phys- 
iology and  Pathology  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

Never  before  has  the  subject  of  spurious  vaccination  been  treated  so  comprehen- 
sively in  all  its  various  bearings  as  by  the  author.  The  influences  of  scorbutus, 
syphilis  and  skin  diseases  upon  vaccine  are  ably  discussed,  and  his  conclusions, 
supi)orted  as  they  are  by  the  observations  of  the  best  medical  men,  carry  with 
them  an  overpowering  weight.  The  perusal  of  this  monograph  will  be  found 
higlily  interesting  and  instmctive. 
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TLe  American  Conflict :  A  history  of  tlie  Great  Rebellion  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  ISfiU-lSGr) :  It3  causes  aud  incidents,  and  results.  Intended  to  exhibit 
especially,  its  moral  and  political  phases,  with  the  drift  and  progress  of  American 
opinion  respecting  human  slavery,  from  IV/C,  to  the  close  of  the  War  for  the 
Union.  By  Horace  Greely.  Illustrated  by  portrait.^  on  steel,  of  generals, 
statesmen  and  other  eminent  men  ;  views  of  places  of  historical  interest,  maps, 
diagrams  of  battle-fields,  naval  actions,  etc.,  from  official  sources.    Vols,  i  k  ii. 

From  the  very  day  of  our  national  birth,  two  antagonistie  principles  have  been 
contending  in  the  country  for  the  mastery.  Freedom  and  Slavery  ;  the  slavehold- 
ing  power  inaugurating  a  desperate  struggle  to  retain,  by  force  of  arms,  that  which, 
by  the  natural  operation  of  the  ballot-bo.x.  they  were  slowly  but  surely  losing.  Be- 
ginning at  the  very  beginning  of  the  causes  of  the  late  civil  war,  the  author  has 
spared  no  pains  in  the  collection  of  material  facts,  and  to  arrange  them  so  as  to 
embody  "the  more  essential  documents  or  part  of  documents,  illustrative  of  these 
facts,  that  the  attentive,  intelligent  reader  may  learn  from  this  work,  not  only  what 
were  the  leading  incidents  in  our  civil  war,  but  its  causes,  incitements,  and  the  inev. 
itable  sequence,  whereby  ideas  proved  the  germ  of  events:"  Never  before  ha.i  the 
political  history  of  our  country  been  placed  before  us  in  such  a  dispassionate  and 
interesting  form  ;  the  constant  aim  of  the  author  being  to  avoid  and  discard  party 
feelings.  In  reference  to  the  description  of  battles,  the  course  of  the  writer  has 
been  to  omit  those  minute  and  complicated  details  which  can  only  prove  wearisome 
to  the  general  reader.  And  the  sources  of  information  from  which  these  descrip- 
tions found  their  existence,  have  been  authentic  reports  from  the  War  Department ; 
the  official  statements  of  Commandants  on  the  battle-field,  and  many  graphic 
descriptions  from  eye-witnesses. 

Lewis  A.  Filbert,  133  Elm  street,  agent  for  Buffalo. 


A  case  of  luxation  of  femur  into  Ischiatic  notch,  of  nme  months  standing,  reduced 
by  manipulation.  By  Lewis  A.  Sayre,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  of  Bellevue  Hospital ; 
Professor  of  Orthopredic  Surgery,  etc.,  etc. 

This  monograph  describes  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  case  of  luxation  of 
the  femur,  the  result  of  a  gun-shot  injury.  Five  months  after  sustaining  the  injury, 
and  while  the  patient  changed  his  position  in  bed,  the  head  of  the  bone  glided  out 
of  its  socket.  Several  attempts  at  reduction  having  been  made,  all  of  which  proved 
unsuccessful,  the  patient  placed  himself  under  the  professional  care  of  the  writer; 
who,  nine  months  frojn  the  time  of  the  luxations,  made  an  attempt  at  reduction. 
Having  by  a  rectum  examination  felt  the  gliding  of  the  head  of  the  bone,  he  deter- 
mined to  reduce  the  luxation  after  the  method  of  Dr.  Reid,  which  proved  success, 
ful,  the  parallelism  of  the  limb  being  maintained  by  means  of  extension  by  weight 
and  pully.  Ten  months  subsequently  the  patient  states  that  he  can  step  in  any 
direction,  as  easily  as  with  the  sound  limb. 


An  inquiry  into  Modern  Anassthesia.    By  Honorable  Truman  Smith. 

This  work  comprises  an  argument  for  the  claims  of  Horace  Wells,  to  the  discovery 
of  anaesthesia,  and  contains  all  the  facts  connected  with  it,  and  Dr.  Morton's  claim 
as  discoverer.    The  author  says  :  "In  1844,  Horace  Wells  gave  the  world  his  won- 
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derful  discovery  that  surgery  could  be  divested  of  pain — a  discovery  pregnant  with 
untold  value  to  the  world,  but  of  almost  unniingled  woe  and  sorrow  to  himself  and 
his  afflicted  family.  Often  have  I  hoard  his  widow  declare  that  this  great  boon  to  the 
world,  "  had  been  to  her  and  her  family  an  unsupportable  evil,"  for  it  cost  the  life 
of  her  husband,  and  substituted  the  "res  angusii  domi"  in  place  of  a  lucrative  pro- 
fession and  a  happy  home.  Knowing  Wells  intimately,  living  beneath  the  same  roof 
at  the  time  when  he  went  to  Bsston  to  announce  his  discovery,  and  in  almost  daily 
communication  with  him  during  the  whole  period  between  the  birth  of  his  great 
thought  and  the  hour  when  his  dead  body,  a  sacrifice  to  his  zeal  and  love  of  truth, 
was  borne  from  my  own  door  to  its  last  resting  place,  I  can,  and  do,  before  high 
Heaven,  that  to  Horace  AVells  only,  belongs  the  honor  of  giving  to  the  world  a  dis' 
covery  of  which  has  played  a  more  important  part,  as  reppects  surgery,  than  any 
other  ever  made,  unless  we  except  Harvey's  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood.  The 
full  value  of  his  discovery  is  not  yet  known  ;  after-ages  will  make  new  applications 
and  further  improvements."  This  quotation  shows  the  object  of  the  work,  and 
without  expressing  poj^sonal  opinions,  we  must  heartily  commend  its  perusal  to 
every  one  interested  to  know  all  the  facts  in  this  matter  so  long  in  controversy. 


The  American  Naturalist.    A  Popular  Illustrated  Magazine  of  Natural  History. 
Salem:  Essex  Institute. 

This  valuable  magazine  is  the  only  one  in  the  country  devoted  to  Natural  His- 
tory, thus  supplying  a  deficiency  which  had  heretofore  been  existing  in  Americ  m 
journalism.  The  Naturalist,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  certainly  meet  the  approbation 
of  those  interested  in  the  study  af  natural  sciences,  and  prove  a  valuable  compan- 
ion to  tourists,  as  reliable  information  relating  to  many  interesting  facts  in  nat- 
ural history  is  placed  before  them.  The  j>ublishers  have  spared  no  labor  nor 
money  to  present  a  work  which  in  general  appearance  is  unsurpassed,  and  we 
trust  their  efforts  will  be  liberally  sustained  by  the  public.   Price,  $2.00. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 

Circular  No.  5:    War  Department,  Surgeon  General's  Office,  May  4th,  1S67. 

Report  one  pidcmic  cholera,  in  the  anny  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year 
1866. 

Notes  on  the  origin,  prevention  and  treatment  of  Asiatic  cholera.  By  John  C. 
Peters,  M.  D.  Second  edition,  with  an  ajjpendix.  New  York:  D.  Van  Nos- 
strand,  192  Broadway.  18C7. 

Ununited  fracture  successfully  treated,  with  remarks  on  the  operation.  By  Henry 
J.  Biglow,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity. With  abstracts  from  Dr.  Biglow"s  Clinical  Lectures  on  the  subject  and 
cases. 

Women  as  Physicians. 
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Introductory  Address  on  tlio  Coiniuiinconiont  of  the  Session  of  llio  Modical  Depart 
nient  of  tbc  Willamotto  UniverHity,  fur  the  year  ISOT.  By  A.  Sharpies,  A.  15., 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Salem,  Oregon. 

Si.Kth  Annual  Report  of  tlie  Ituard  of  Managers  of  the  Woman's  Hospital  of  Phila- 
delphia. 18ti7. 

Eighteenth  Annual  Announcement  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Penn.sylva- 
nia,  1867-f)8. 

Lecture  on  the  physiology  of  the  heart  and  its  connection.s  with  liie  brain,  deliv- 
ered at  a  meeting  at  the  Sorbonne,  the  27ih  March,  18G5.  Translated  by  J.  S, 
Moore,  M.  D.,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Erie  County  Medical  Society. 

The  serai-annual  meeting  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  was  held  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association  on  the  11  tU  inst.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended,  and  the  usual  routine  of  business  of  such  meetings  transacted.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership  upon  compliance  with  the  By- 
Laws:  Drs.  Conrad  Diehl,  Byron  IL  Daggart,  Charles  F.  A.  Nichell,  Gustavus 
E.  Mackay,  Milton  G.  Potter,  of  Buffalo;  and  John  C.  Potter,  of  Lancaster. 

T.  M.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


Deaths  in  Buffalo  in  May,  1867. 

Sex— Males,  5";  Females.  52.  Causes  of  death— asthma,  2;  bronchitis,  2; 
cancer  of  the  womb,  8;  cholera  morbus,  2;  cirrhosis  of  liver,  2;  consumption,  30; 
convulsions,  14;  croup,  2;  diphtheria,  6;  dropsy  general,  2;  puerperal  fever,  4; 
typhoid  fever,  14 ;  typhus  fever,  2 ;  gangrene,  2;  inflamation  of  liver,  4;  inflama- 
tion  of  lungs,  8;  infiamation  of  lungs  and  typhoid,- 4 ;  inflamation  of  lungs  and 
pleura,  2;  infiamation  of  peritoniura,  2:  inanition,  4;  kidneys.  Bright's  disease,  4; 
meningitis  cerebral  spinalis,  12;  marasmus,  2;  scrofula,  2;  stricture  of  urethra,  2; 
syphilis,  2;  unknown,  6;  whooping  cough,  2.    Whole  number  of  deaths  110. 

Saxdford  Eastman,  Xlealth  Physician. 


Vermont  State  Medical  Society. — The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont met  at  Burlington  on  Wednesday,  the  1 9th  instant,  and  held  its  session  for 
two  days.  , 


Coercion  Exercised  upon  Doctors  in  Peri-.— The  Gaceta  Medica  of  Lima, 
contains  the  following  enactment  of  the  Governor  of  Arequipa.  No  medical  man 
is  allowed  to  refuse  assistance  to  any  one,  either  by  night  or  day,  under  a  fine  of 
£10,  which  may  l»e  enforced  by  the  party  thus  refused.  The  like  penalty  is  incur- 
red by  any  apothecary  who  shall  refuse  to  make  up  a  prescription  or  to  administer 
any  remedy,  be  it  in  the  course  of  the  night  or  day. — London  Lancet, 
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Original  Communications. 

ART.  I. — Abstract  of  Proceedings  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association. 

Tuesday  Evening,  June  4th,  1867. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  the  usual  hour  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  Eastman.  Members  present — Drs.  Eastman,  Abbott, 
Rochester,  White,  Gould,  Trowbridge,  Diehl,  Kamerling,  Strong, 
Gay,  Cronyn,  Little,  Miner,  Greene,  Ayer,Wetmore,  J.  R.  Lothrop, 
Ring  and  Johnson.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read 
and  adopted. 

Dr.  Trowbridge,  member  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the 

Constitution  and  By-Laws,  reported  progress,  and  asked  for  more 

time.    By  vote  of  the  Association  the  report  was  accepted  and 

more  time  granted. 

The  President  then  read  the  following  Inaugural  Address : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association : — Elected  for  the 

second  time  to  preside  over  your  deliberations,  I  have  reluctantly 

consented  to  accept  the  position  to  which  your  jjartiality  assigns 

me.    Permit  me  to  revert  to  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 

"Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Association"  for  April,  1856,  in 

which  the  following  minutes  are  found,  viz : 

"At  the  April  meeting  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association,  no 
business  of  interest  to  the  profession  at  large  was  transacted. 
The  Association  terminated  its  existence  and  re-organized  as  a 

VOL.  C,  NO.  12—56. 
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chartered  corporation  under  the  title  of  the  'Buffalo  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association. '  The  following  officers,  who  are  also  Trustees 
of  the  pro2)erty  of  the  Association,  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year : 

Dr.  Sandford  Eastman,  President 
"   Austin  Flint,  Vice  President. 
"   Sanford  B.  Hunt,  Secretary. 
"  James  M.  Newman,*  Treasurer. 
''   William  Howell,*  Librarian.'" 

Of  these  officers,  the  writer  only,  remains;  two  have  removed 
to  other  cities,  and  two  have  died.  The  new  organization  at  that 
time  numbered  33  members,  of  whom  18  remain  of  our  number, 
11  having  removed  from  the  city,  and  4  have  died. 

The  number  of  members  attending  our  regular  meetings  aver- 
aged twent}'.  Many  valuable  papers  were  presented  by  different 
members  on  various  medical  and  surgical  subjects;  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  "The  Diagnostic  value  of  the  Buffy  Coat,"  by 
Prof.  Austin  Flint;  "Hair  Dyes,"  by  Prof.  Geo.  Hadley;  reports 
of  sundry  interesting  cases  of  Diseases  of  Women,  by  Prof.  White; 
Mulilocular  C^'sts  and  Trephining,  by  Prof.  Hamilton;  "Croup," 
by  Prof.  Rochester,  and  "Fistula  in  Ano,"  by  Dr.  P.  H.  Strong. 

In  June  previous,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Prof.  Austin  Flint, 
Drs.  Geo.  N.  Burwell  and  C.  C.  F.  Gay,  was  appointed  to  report 
upon  Pneumonia,  and  three  or  four  valuable  reports  were  the  result 
of  their  labors.  These  papers  attracted  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession throughout  the  countrj',  and  gave  the  Buffalo  Medical 
Association  an  enviable  reputation,  and  made  their  proceedings 
sought  for  and  studied.  Similar  labors  will  produce  like  results 
now;  and  I  trust  the  custom  of  appointing  an  essayist  for  each 
meeting,  so  recently  re-adopted,  will  be  continued.  If  each  mem- 
ber will  attend  the  meetings  regularlj^  and  furnish  a  tithe  of  what 
has  interested  him  in  the  interval  of  our  meetings,  much  informa- 
tion will  be  obtained  that  will  be  of  value  to  some  of  us  at  no 
very  distant  day.  The  older  members  owe  it  to  the  younger  to 
take  the  lead  in  reporting  cases  of  interest,  thereby  guiding  and 
directing  them  in  the  right  wa}- — in  a  way  that  will  produce  a 
permanent  impression  upon  their  inquiring  minds.  We  are  all 
studying  the  same  grand  lesson — all  striving  to  accomplish  the 

*  Deceased, 
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same  great  end;  our  whole  life  Is  one  of  thought  and  labor — - 
mental  no  less  than  physical — and  we  all  know  how  fatiguing  and 
depressing  the  former  is  compared  with  the  latter.  Some  in  our 
profession  have  advanced  farther  than  another,  have  turned  more 
pages  on  the  great  book  of  nature,  and  have  more  thoroughly 
investigated  the  phenomena  of  disease  and  the  remedies  adequate 
to  its  relief  Whatever  knowledge  any  of  us  may  possess  we 
should  not  hesitate  in  communicating  to  each  other  for  the  general 
good.  While  I  have  [great  respect  for  age  and  experience  in  the 
profession,  I  wish  to  remind  'our  newly  fledged  members  that  age 
alone  does  not  bring  wisdom.  Hence  they  are  enjoined  to  con- 
tribute their  quota  in  jjromoting  the  interest  and  value  of  our 
monthly  meetings. 

The  prevention  of  disease  should  be,  and  is,  the  earnest  desire 
of  every  true-minded  phj'sician,  and  this  can  be  accomplished  in 
no  more  efficient  way  than  in  giving  to  our  patients  and  families 
such  information  as  will  best  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of 
their  houses  and  premises.  If  each  one  would  take  the  trouble  to 
do  this — here  a  little  and  there  a  little — infinite  good  would  result 
in  the  preservation  of  the  public  health  and  the  prolonging  of 
human  life.  We  might  thereby  be  doing  injustice  to  our  pockets, 
but  we  should  have  the  more  enduring  satisfaction  of  doing  good. 
A  limb  is  sometimes  so  impaired  by  disease  that  life  can  only  be 
saved  by  amputating  the  diseased  part.  This  is  nothing  less  than 
an  acknowledgment  by  the  surgeon  of  the  impotency  of  remedies; 
a  confession  of  his  failure  in  curing  disease.  Of  how  much  greater 
satisfaction  and  importance  is  it  to  so  guide  and  instruct  our 
jjatients  how  to  live  that  the  disease  itself  may  be  prevented. 

During  the  past  winter  a  committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the 
fee-bill  for  medical  and  surgical  services.  A  report  will  be  pre- 
sented at  an  early  day,  when  the  subject  will  claim  your  candid 
consideration.  "The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,"  and  this  is 
eminently  true  of  the  faithful  physician.  No  man  performs  so 
much  labor  gratuitousl}'  as  he  does,  and  no  man  deserves  more 
j^ward  from  those  able  to  compensate  him  for  professional  services. 
The  poor  we  have  with  us  always,  and  none  of  our  number  will 
decline  alleviating  their  suffering  and  administering  to  their  relief 
to  the  fullest  extent  of  our  strength  and  abilit}'.    This  is  known 
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to  the  profession,  but  the  public  do  not  so  understand  it,  or  if  so, 
tliey  have  a  very  singular  way  of  manifesting  it.  Patent  as  this 
fact  is,  I  have  yet  to  learn  of  any  of  our  number  who  is  insensible 
to  the  proper  appreciation  of  a  generous  fee;  and  while  we  should 
not  be  exorbitant  in  our  charges,  we  should  claim  and  receive  a 
suitable  return  for  services  rendered.  I  bespeak  for  their  report 
such  action  as  the  interests  of  the  profession  demand. 

Gentlemen,  we  enter  upon  a  new  year  with  much  to  cheer  and 
encourage  us.  The  Association  is  free  from  debt.  The  wisdom 
of  its  founders  has  been  thoroughly  tested.  The  institution  is  of 
afjc.  Let  us  vie  with  each  other  in  endeavoring  to  advance  its 
interests  and  reputation,  so  that  we  may  transmit  to  our  succes- 
sors an  inheritance  worthy  their  possession. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  President  for  his  address 
and  a  copy  requested  for  publication. 

After  which  Dr.  C.  C.  F.  Gay  read  the  following  paper : 
Some  hints  as  to  hmo  the  Surgeon  should  manage  fractxired  hones;  how 

he  should  manage  his  patient,  and  how  the  Surgeon  should  himself 

manage. 

Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Association,  unlike  other 
departments  of  surgery,  this  ojDcns  up  a  field  where  the  same 
amount  of  labor,  jiatience,  tact  and  skill  do  not,  as  in  the  domain 
of  operative  surgery,  reward  the  laborer  with  a  corresponding 
amount  of  eclat.  Best  efforts  are  not  rewarded  by  corresponding 
approbation,  but  when  bringing  to  his  work,  skill  equal  to  that 
brought  to  bear  in  the  other  departments  of  surgery  the  surgeon's 
reward  oftentimes  consists  in  the  displeasure  of  his  patients  and 
their  friends,  who,  impelled  by  a  species  of  innate  depravity, 
attempt  to  appropriate  the  surgeon's  capital,  gratis,  refusing  pay- 
ment for  services  on  the  ground  of  neglect  or  unskillfulness,  pro- 
ceed to  mulct  the  attendant  in  damages,  and  legal  ^proceedings 
are  known  sometimes  to  have  been  instigated  by  officious  friends 
for  the  purpose  of  ridding  themselves  of  the  payment  of  an  honest 
debt. 

For  the  faithful  Cultivation  of  this  field  of  surgical  science,  for 
labors  directed  toward  the  protection  of  the  surgeon  against  suits 
for  mal-practice  and  for  advanced  and  progressive  views  upon 
'surgical  pathologj^,  we  /ire  more  indebted  to  the  labors  of  Dr. 
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Hamilton  than  to  any  other  American  surgeon,  and  the  members 
of  this  Association  who  were  for  so  many  j^ears  connected  with 
him  in  these  monthly  seances,  take  pleasure  in  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  worth  and  the  recognition  of  his  work  as  authoritative. 

But,  gentlemen,  disclaiming  any  personal  merits,  it  is  competent 
to  remark,  that  it  was  not  reserved  for  one  mind,  however  compre- 
hensive, unaided  and  alone,  during  a  single  life  time,  to  bring 
order  out  of  chaos,  make  the  rough  and  rugged  places  smooth,  or 
by  the  touch  of  his  magic  wand  bring  out  the  gushing  and  spark- 
ling waters,  or  in  short,  to  bring  to  perfection  and  to  an  exact 
science  that  which  is  encumbered  with  so  much  that  is  imperfect, 
crude  and  shapeless.  It  may  have  been  reserved  for  lesser  minds 
to  contribute  lesser  things.  If  in  addition  to  the  enlightened 
direction  of  medical  and  surgical  teachings,  the  observations  and 
studies  of  two  decades  have  not  tauglit  us  anything — if  some  old 
views  have  not  been  discarded,  and  new  views  when  they  have 
been  tried  and  proved  to  be  true  views,  been  received,  then  have 
the  labors  of  these  years  been  of  no  service  and  the  profession 
practiced  in  vain. 

In  indicating  some  hints  how  the  surgeon  should  manage  broken 
bones,  the  writer  would  rely  chiefly  upon  his  own  experience  and 
observation,  growing  out  of  his  own  and  others'  practice. 

Authority  in  surgery  has  so  long  exercised  such  powerf nl  influ- 
ence  upon  the  practitioner  as  to  be  detrimental  to  the  best  inter, 
ests  of  science.  It  requires  boldness  and  courage  to  deviate  from 
authority;  such  departure  or  deviation  is  misconstrued  into  disre- 
spect, or  obstinac}^  or  ignorance;  far  be  it  from  me  to  undervalue 
or  underestimate  authority  in  medicine  or  surgery.  I  j'ield  to  no 
one  in  my  reverence  to  it  and  for  it,  but  if  we  hope  for  progress 
in  our  art,  and  are  not  content  that  others  do  our  thinking  for  us, 
we  must  sometimes  become  amenable  to  the  charge  of  discourtesy 
and  disrespect. 

It  is  independent  thought  that  we  most  need;  a  frank  and 
clear  presentation  of  those  thoughts  and  a  respectful  hearing  and 
reception  of  them,  even  though  they  do  not  emanate  from  tliose 
who  have  been  regarded  as  authority.  In  this  way  will  the 
combined  and  united  labors  of  individuals  be  productive  of  good 
fruit. 


I 
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In  tlie  management  of  fractures  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  j 
before  this  enlightened  audience,  that  a  full  and  correct  knowledge 

of  the  surgical  pathology  of  the  reparative  process,  is  an  indis-  I 

pensable  prerequisite  to  intelligent  management;  following  this,  i 

the  more  genius  and  tact  the  surgeon  possesses  the  better  it  will  ' 

be  both  for  himself  and  his  patient.  ] 

I  do  not  jiropose  to  occupy  your  time  in  discussing  the  pathol-  | 

ogy  of  the  reparative  process  of  broken  bone ;  it  is  sufficient  to  say  | 

that  a  very  great  stride  from  error  towards  truth  was  that  step  j 

taken  by  Paget,  fifteen  or  twenty  years  since,  when  he  stepped  out  | 

of  the  beaten  track,  ignoring  the  theory  long  since  laid  down  by  j 

Dupuytren,  and  establishing  a  theory  of  his  own  so  much  more  j 

rational,  and  not  only  rational,  but  a  theory  proved  to  be  well  j 

founded  by  well  attested  experimentation  and  by  well  grounded  j 

observation.  ] 

If  you  would  pardon  an  apparent  digression,  I  would  here  pause  ^ 
for  a  moment,  to  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  the  genius  of  Hamilton, 
who,  with  Paget,  is  equally  entitled  to  the  honor  and  fame  of 
establishing  the  new  theory  of  the  reparative  process,  arriving,  as 

he  did,  at  nearly  the  same  conclusions,  consummating  his  labors  ' 
and  publishing  the  results  to  the  world  about  the  same  time. 

The  labor  of  these  two  men,  directed  in  the  same  channel,  | 

toward  the  same  object,  giving  results  to  the  world  almost  simul-  j 

taneously,  has  been  the  means  of  revolutionizing  tlie  management  | 

of  fractures,  or  if  this  be  too  strongly  stated  to  suit  the  fastidious,  \ 

I  will  modify  it  by  stating  simply  that  the  treatment  of  fractures  I 

based  upon  the  knowledge  imparted  to  the  world  by  Paget  and  j 

Hamilton,  becomes  rational  and  intelligent.  j 

The  surgeon  has  not  to  wait  for  the  ninth  day  provisional  callus 
of  Dupuytren  to  serve  as  nature's  splint,  for  he  knows  that  when 

the  fragments  of  bones  are  properly  adjusted,  especially  when  the  ^ 

fracture  is  near  the  extremity  of  long  bones  that  union  will  occur  ! 

with  no  more  deformity,  when  no  splints  are  used,  than  will  occur  i 

when  they  are  used;  that  splints  are  not  so  indispensable  as  for-  j 

merlly  supposed,  and  that  they  may  be  laid  aside  muck  earlier  than  i 
we  have  been  taught  by  the  highest  authority  to  believe. 

When  about  to  treat  any  special  fracture,  the  first  question  of  j 

"course  which  arises  relates  to  diagnosis;  and  here,  I  believe,  the  | 


1 

-I 
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most  skillful  surgeoii  may  blunder,  if  he  should  allow  himself  to 
be  hurried,  and  should  not  exercise  proper  care  and  attention  in 
his  manipulations.  But  the  blunders  are  exceptional  only — none 
ever  need  occur;  but  right  here,  at  the  threshhold  of  right  man- 
agement, tact  is  brought  into  requisition.  I  have  seen  patients 
suffer  all  the  pains  and  torments  of  the  inquisition,  while  submit- 
ting with  commendable  fortitude  to  rough  and  misdirected  man- 
ipulations.   I  quote  the  language  of  a  well  known  author,  who  says : 

"It  is  difficult  to  state  the  precise  manner  in  which  the  surgeon 
ought  to  proceed.  Much  will  dej^end  upon  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  something  u2)on  one's  natural  tact,  and  upon  the  amount 
of  experience,  but  more  I  think  upon  natural  kindness  of  heart 
and  social  education.  The  man  of  refinement  and  sensibility  will 
know  instinctively  how  to  proceed,  and  needs  no  instruction. 
They  who  lack  these  qualities  can  never  learn,  and  it  would  be 
quite  useless  to  undertake  to  teach  them.  I  sincerely  wish  such 
men  as  these  latter  would  find  some  more  suitable  employment 
than  the  practice  of  a  humane  art." 

With  little  experience  and  a  good  deal  of  tact,  I  am  confident 
the  majority  of  fractures  may  be  diagnosed  and  dressed  without 
inflicting  much  pain  upon  the  patient,  and  the  work  accomjjlished 
in  little  time. 

After  the  proper  adjustment  of  the  fractured  bones  to  their 
normal  position,  he  who  possesses  most  genius  for  improvising  the 
necessary  apparel,  then  and  there  upon  the  spot,  making  his  splints 
of  the  rude  material  at  hand,  will  be  found,  I  apprehend,  most 
competent  to  adjust  his  apparatus.  The  more  simple  the  appara- 
tus the  better,  and  a  splint  made  and  adapted  to  any  special  frac- 
ture is  far  better  than  the  adaptation  of  a  special  fracture  to  a 
carved  splint  made  to  suit  a  supposed  case. 

The  most  important  question  now  to  determine  is,  the  lengtk  of 
time  the  splints  should  be  continued  in  use.  Your  time  would  not 
be  lost  if  an  entire  paper,  written  by  some  competent  person, 
should  be  devoted  to  this  single  topic.  At  this  point  in  the  dis- 
cussion I  find  that  the  views  of  the  highest  authority  and  the 
views  of  the  humble  writer  become  divergent.  All  the  care,  pre- 
caution and  tact  possible,  dwindle  into  nothingness  in  comparison 
with  the  right  decision  of  the  surgeon  at  this  point,  in  determining  • 
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the  length  of  time  for  the  use  of  splints.  I  do  firmly  believe  that 
more  injury  is  done  by  long  continued  use  of  splints — by  their  use 
beyond  their  actual  necessity — than  b}-  erring  in  the  opposite 
direction.  These  views,  which  I  assume  to  be  true  views  in  the 
management  of  all  fractures,  are  manifestly  true  bej'ond  cavil, 
when  made  applicable  to  fractures  near  joints. 

The  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  longer  or  shorter  continu- 
ation of  surgical  appliances,  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  is  important. 
With  this  question  unsettled,  as  we  must  concede  it  to  be,  it  would 
prejudice  a  jury  greatly  to  the  detriment  of  a  defendant  in  court, 
for  the  witness  to  swear  that  splints  were  removed  in  case  of  any 
fracture  in  ten  days,  or  two  weeks,  while  defendant's  case  could 
not  at  all  be  compromised  should  medical  or  other  witness  testify 
that  splints  were  used  for  three  or  four  months;  use  of  splints 
almost  any  length  of  time,  however  long,  is  never  prejudicial  to 
the  case. 

It  is  no  new  thing  for  a  medical  witness  to  testify  that  deformity 
after  fracture,  is  perhaps  partially  owing  to  the  fact  that  splints 
were  removed  too  soon.  AVho  has  ever  thought  to  testify  that  in 
case  of  fracture  near  a  joint,  causing  temporary  or  permanent 
anchylosis,  that  splints  were  not  laid  aside  soon  enough?  It  seems 
to  be  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  judge,  jury  and  witnesses,  that 
the  long-continued  use  of  splints  is  beneficial,  and  that  early  to 
dispense  with  their  use  is  detrimental. 

In  the  case  of  Ostram  vs.  Kempson,  cause  tried  before  Hon. 
I.  A.  Verplanck,  for  mal-practice,  in  March,  1866,  a  verdict  was 
rendered  for  $300  damages.  This  was  a  supposed  case  of  Colles' 
fracture  occurring  in  the  person  of  a  female,  aged  64  years.  The 
injury  happened  in  November  or  December,  1863;  suit  brought 
March,  1866,  a  little  more  than  two  years  subsequent  to  date  of 
injuiy.  On  the  trial  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Ostram  testifies  that 
"her  mother  first  got  use  of  her  fingers  three  or  four  weeks  ago; 
up  to  that  time  had  no  power  over  them;  it  was  ten  months  or  a 
year  after  injury  before  she  Avas  able  to  bring  thumb  and  finger 
together,  but  had  no  strength;  she  can  now  clasp  her  hand,  but 
can  hold  no  weight,"  etc. 

The  defendant,  Dr.  Kempson,  testifies,  that  "he  removed  the 
sijlints  in  six  weeks;  there  was  then  a  perfect  state  of  arm,  except 
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a  little  tieformity. "  One  surgeon  testified  that,  "in  patient  of 
Mrs.  Ostram's  age,  arm  should  be  kept  in  splints  from  forty  to 
sixty  days." 

Now  I  take  not  the  slightest  exception  to  the  merit  of  the  testi- 
mony of  these  physicians,  because  the  views  therein  expressed  are 
in  accordance  with  established  custom,  and  are  supported  by 
authority,  but  I  do  take  exception  to  the  authoritj'^,  and  decidedly 
differ  therefrom.  I  incline  strongl}^  to  the  belief  that  had  the 
splints  been  removed  in  two  weeks  in  the  place  of  being  used  six 
weeks  that  Sirs.  Ostram's  daughter  would  have  been  able  to  testify 
that  her  mother  was  able  to  use  her  fingers  much  earlier,  that 
strength  of  hand  would  have  returned  much  soonei",  and  that  the 
deformity  would  have  been  no  greater. 

But  where  may  the  surgeon  be  found  of  sufficient  boldness  and 
independence  to  strike  hands  with  authority  and  testify  that  in 
case  of  Mrs.  Ostram,  splints  should  have  been  removed  in  two 
weeks?  If  such  medical  witness  can  be  found  so  to  testify,  he 
would  testify  to  that  which  is  true — perform  an  act  which  would 
redound  to  his  own  credit — perform  valuable  service  for  the  jjro- 
fression,  and  do  a  most  humane  act  for  the  unfortunate  patient. 

I  do  not,  gentlemen,  speak  in  this  manner  of  things  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  do  thus  speak  of  things  that  are  true,  of  what  I  do 
know,  have  seen  and  believe ;  authority  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. To  enforce  these  views,  were  it  necessary,  examples 
could  be  cited,  cases  given  of  Colles'  fracture,  and  fracture  of  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  fibula  and  internal  malleolus — fractures 
wherein  almost  invariably  the  injury  to  the  joint  becomes  para- 
mount to  the  fracture,  in  which  cases  splints  were  removed  in  ten 
daj's,  with  result  equal  to  any  treated  by  longer  use  of  splints, 
and  perhaps  far  better  result.  But  this  paper  will  be  of  sufficient 
length  and  your  patience  sufficiently  taxed  without  encumbering  it 
with  cases. 

In  fracture  of  lower  extremity  of  fibula  and  internal  malleolus, 
as  with  the  fibula  fractured  with  luxation  of  tibia,  Hamilton  says: 
"As  a  general  rule  the  dressings  ought  to  be  wholly  laid  aside  by 
the  end  of  tlie  third  or  fourth  week."  After  this  date  he  regards 
the  use  of  splints  and  bandanges  pernicious. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  12 — 57. 
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Conscious  as  I  am  of  the  danger  of  differing  witli  so  high  author- 
ity, appearing  not  unlike  presumption  to  attempt  it,  truth,  never- 
theless, requires  of  me  to  say,  if  ray  own  experience  and  observa- 
tion have  taught  me  anything,  they  have  taught  rae  that  splints 
shouhl  be  wholly  laid  aside  at  tiie  end  of  ten  days,  if  the  patient 
be  either  in  middle  life  or  approaching  old  age;  and  why?  The 
Doctor,  I  think,  clearly  states  the  reason;  because  of  the  stiffness 
of  the  ankle-joint.  This  stiffness,  he  says,  in  three  of  his  reported 
cases,  remained  after  one  year,  and  in  one  case  two  years,  etc. 
It  is  this  stiffness  as  well  as  deformity  that  the  surgeon  desires  to 
avoid.  When  the  bones,  in  this  injury,  are  properly  adjusted, 
they  will  remain  in  position  with  rest  at  the  expiration  of  eight  or 
ten  days  without  any  support  from  splints  or  bandages. 

One  other  exception  only  do  I  wish,  at  this  time  to  take,  to 
what  I  regard  the  highest  authority  in  this  country.  It  has  refer- 
ence to  the  time  when  broken  bones  should  be  reduced.  All  will 
agree  that  broken  bones  should  be  reduced  as  soon  as  possible. 
But  when  once  reduced,  do  they  always  remain  so?  Hamilton 
says,  "when  the  injury  is  recent  the  muscles  offer  less  resistance, 
their  resistance  being  increased  after  a  time  not  only  by  the  re- 
action which  ensues  upon  the  shock,  but  also  by  actual  adhesion 
between  their  fibres. " 

I  think  this  statement  amenable  to  criticism.  Observation 
teaches,  I  think,  tiiat  the  pain,  irritability,  and  the  emotion  of 
fear  following  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  injury,  causes  then 
greater  muscular  resistance  than  at  any  subsequent  period. — 
Therefore,  in  the  management  of  oblique  fractures,  remote  from 
joints,  equally  with  fractures  near  joints,  good  surgery  requires  at 
first  loose  and  temporary  dressings,  and  when  swelling,  muscular 
resistance  and  irritability  subside,  permanent  dressings. 

You  will  note  that  I  have  had  in  mind  chiefly  those  fractures 
occurring  near  joints.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  I 
had  read  Smith  upon  the  topic  under  immediate  discussion,  but 
am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  never  availed  myself  of  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  perusal  of  his  able  work,  and  consequently  am 
entirely  unacquainted  with  him,  and  know  not  what  his  views  are. 

In  the  management  of  fractures  remote  from  joints,  I  have 
nothing  to  say,  further  than  that  I  do  not  object  to  a  longer  use  of 
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splints  than  in  fractures  contiguous  to  joints.  Successful  manage- 
ment of  this  branch  of  the  surgeon's  art  is  somewhat  intuitive  and 
dependent  upon  native  genius. 

If  not  of  the  last  importance,  it  certainly  is  not  of  the  least 
importance  for  the  surgeon  to  know  how  to  manage  his  patient. 
Little  things  and  "trifles  though  light  as  air,"  in  the  aggregate 
become  potent,  and  applied  to  the  practice  of  our  art,  give  sym- 
metry and  strength  to  the  whole.  Medical  minds  bend  reluc- 
tantly toward  the  smaller  things  that  obtrude  themselves  along 
the  route  of  research  and  labor.  To  neglect  these  trifles  is  to 
commit  wrong.  Our  authors  sacrifice  the  little  tilings  to  the 
weightier  matters  of  theory.  Hope  hath  trodden  upon  the  heels 
of  despair  and  victory  wrung  from  defeat,  by  the  mere  observation 
of  the  movements  of  a  spider  spinning  its  web.  Laws  of  gravita- 
tion became  established  by  witnessing  the  fall  of  an  apple  from  its 
parent  stem  to  earth.    Despise,  then,  not  the  day  of  small  things. 

The  surgeon's  duties  do  not  end  with  the  broken  limb  mended, 
nor  begin  with  the  broken  fragments  adjusted.  He  should  state  to 
his  j^atient  frankly  in  the  outset  what  to  expect,  and  to  what  sub- 
rait.  His  patient  should  be  informed  that  his  broken  limb  will  be 
shortened,  deformed,  etc.  vShould  the  patient  be  dissatisfied  with 
the  prognosis,  then  turn  him  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  some 
one  who  will  promise  better  results.  Should  your  services  be 
accepted  upon  conditions  stated,  there  will  be  no  excuse  in  the 
patient  failing  to  liquidate  his  obligations  to  yon  and  no  cause  for 
complaint. 

Beside  the  proper  management  of  the  broken  bones  and  the 
right  management  of  the  patient,  the  surgeon  has  in  charge  also 
the  management  of  himself.  I  have  briefly  indicated  how  he 
should  himself  manage,  and  it  is  only  reserved  to  hint  how  he 
should  conduct  himself  Self-control  is  a  virtue.  It  is  good  to 
know  one's  self,  and  if  this  be  not  enough  to  know,  as  the  poet 
claims  it  is,  then  seek  to  be  satisfied  by  knowing  how  to  control 
thyself.  However  provocative  the  acts  of  patient  and  friends 
which  are  often  beyond  endurance,  however  great  the  causes,  which 
are  numerous  and  ever  present,  the  surgeon  should  so  control 
himself  that  his  own  self-respect  and  the  dignity  of  his  vocation 
should  not  be  lowered  in  tone  by  the  exhibition  of  any  ill  temper. 
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Should  there  be  refusal  on  3'our  part  to  dress  a  limb  lor  an  irre- 
sponsible 2)erson,  it  may  be  done  with  decorum  and  without  any 
exhibition  of  ill  temper  or  in  the  least  becoming  obnoxious  to 
such  charge,  especially  when  no  charye  is  to  be  made.  And  right 
at  this  point  I  approach  a  delicate  and  debatable  subject,  but  one 
relevant  to  the  surgeon's  management  of  himself,  and  you  may, 
and  doubtless  will,  dissent  from  the  views  of  the  writer,  and  per- 
chance hold  him  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  inhumanity.  I  have 
learned  to  believe  that  the  kindest  and  most  humane  acts  of  men 
are  often  seized  ujjon  by  the  ungrateful  beneficiary,  and  turned 
upon  the  benefactor  with  relentless  hate,  and  used  as  a  two-edged 
Bword,  piercing  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  the  joints  and  the 
marrow. 

A  few  installments  of  the  subjoined  experience  will,  I  think, 
amply  teach  the  most  humane  surgeon  how  to  manage  himself, 
and  how  himself  to  manage  under  like  circumstance. 

Once  upon  a  time,  not  very  remote,  1  had  occasion  to  congratu- 
late myself  upon  the  result  of  treatment  of  a  Colles'  fracture. 
Patient  irresponsible;  his  employer,  a  man  skilled  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  car-wheels  and  rolling  stock  machinery,  becoming  respon- 
sible for  paj'ment  in  full.  Three  months  after  date  of  injury,  on 
presentation  of  bill,  I  was  met  with  the  impolite  rebuff  that  if 
"my  work  had  been  well  done,  the  man  would  have  been  at  his 
work  a  long  time  before  and  have  earned  enough  to  have  enabled 
him  to  pay  his  own  bill. "  Thanking  this  man  for  the  exhibition 
which  he  had  given  me  of  his  ill-breeding  and  ignorance,  I  de- 
parted from  his  august  presence.  This  man  afterwards  attempted 
to  trump  up  sufficient  evidence  to  convict  of  mal-practicc;  accord- 
ingly he  sent  this  patient  to  a  number  of  physicians  to  obtain  their 
professional  opinions.  But  to  the  honor  of  the  medical  jjrofession 
of  Buffalo,  be  it  said,  no  sympathy  or  encouragement  was  extorted 
from  a  single  member. 

It  was  once  my  misfortune  to  be  called  hard-hearted,  because  of 
refusal  to  dress  a  broken  arm.  The  emplo^-er  stepped  forward 
and  became  surety,  took  patient  to  his  own  house,  providing  him 
with  meat,  drink  and  bedding.  When  able  to  leave,  this  ungrate- 
ful wretch  quitted  the  country  for  the  Queen's  dominions,  taking 
with  him  my  sj^lints,  and  leaving  me  to  liquidate  his  l)oard  and 
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lodging  account,  which  I  partially  did,  by  deducting  one-half  the 
bill  for  surgical  services  rendered. 

I  therefore  appeal  to  the  most  humane  surgeon — to  laj-men  and 
to  an  enlightened  community  to  endorse  me,  while  I  briefly  indi- 
cate how  the  surgeon  should  himself  manage,  when  in  the  legiti- 
mate practice  of  his  profession  under  difficulties  of  this  nature. 
I  think  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  rule  of  action  to  refuse  to  dress 
a  broken  bone  for  an  irresponsible  person  unless  such  person  be 
willing  to  bind  himself  in  writing  never  to  carry  his  case  into 
court,  or  unless  some  reliable  individual  will  agree  then  and  there 
to  stand  between  the  surgeon  and  suit  for  mal-practicc.  The  only 
exception  to  this  rule  is  that  made  in  favor  of  widows  and  orphans. 
No  man,  I  apprehend,  is  willing,  voluntarily,  to  place  himself  in 
position  to  defend  himself  against  suit  for  mal-practice,  when  his 
services,  if  rendered,  are  beyond  hope  of  reward.  No  man  is 
willing  to  assume  such  relation  with  the  chances  all  in  his  favor  of 
being  mulcted  in  damages,  and  no  surgeon  should  be  forced  by 
popular  sentiment  to  serve  the  community  upon  any  such  unequal 
terms.  But  when  holding  himself  up  and  offering  his  services  to 
the  community  as  competent  to  discharge  with  fidelity  and  ability 
the  duties  of  his  office,  I  hold  that  the  surgeon  is  necessarily 
forced,  if  he  be  not  willing,  to  perform  all  service  to  patients 
when  called  upon,  provided  he  is  unquestionably  to  receive  remu- 
neration for  the  same. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  have  I  endeavored  in  as  few  words  as  possible^ 
to  ijut  forth  views  ui)on  the  topics  discussed,  which  to  me  seem  to 
be  true  views.  This  paper  does  not  aspire  to  the  dignity  of  a 
scientific  "dissertation  upon  a  designated  subject."  The  writer 
has  only  sought  to  give  expression  to  views,  crude  and  undigested; 
such,  in  a  word,  as  have  suggested  themselves  to  his  mind  during 
haste  in  writing  them  out,  to  throw  out  a  few  jn'actical  hints  upon 
a  somewhat  practical  subject,  and  lo  group  together  the  neglected 
trifles,  of  which  nothing  is  read  or  said,  and  as  little  written.  If 
I  could  hope  that  the  contents  of  this  hastily  written  paper  would 
meet  your  approbation,  then  should  I  feel  myself  abundantly 
rewarded  for  the  little  labor  bestowed  upon  it. 

Thanking  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  kindness  in  making  me  the 
recipient  of  many  courtesies  and  favors  in  times  past,  my  obliga- 
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tions  are  again  renewed  for  the  kind  and  cordial  invitation  extended 
to  me  to  prepare  a  paper  for  the  Association,  and  for  the  attention 
given  and  interest  manifested  during  its  reading. 

Dr.  White  remarlied  that  he  hoped  Dr.  Gay  would  explain  to 
the  Association  the  precise  condition  of  the  fractured  bone  at  the 
tenth  da}-. 

Dr.  Gat  replied  that  he  did  not  intend  to  go  into  an  explana- 
tion of  that  subject,  and  would  refer  inquirers  to  the  books. 

Du.  White  said,  I  cannot  entirel}-  agree  with  Dr.  Ga}-  in  regard 
to  the  removal  of  splints.  In  my  younger  days  I  read  surgery 
carefulh',  and  had  to  defend  suits  brought  for  mal-practice.  and 
have  alwaj-s  used  my  best  endeavors  to  vindicate  the  profession. 
With  my  understanding  of  the  pathology  and  repair  of  fractured 
bones,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  are  to  remove  the  splints  at  the 
end  of  ten  days  there  is  no  necessity  for  putting  them  on  at  all. 
I  am  much  pleased  with  the  paper  in  many  respects,  but  must  dis- 
agree with  the  Doctor  upon  this  point. 

Dr.  Rochester  said,  perhaps  Dr.  Gay  will  inform  us  upon  this 
subject.  I  fear  that  if  the  i)aper  goes  out  as  a  iiart  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Association,  and  is  read  by  young  medical  men,  it 
may  do  harm,  and  be  the  cause  of  many  suits  of  mal-practice,  and 
be  detrimental  to  this  Association. 

Dr.  Strong  said  that  he  must  demur  to  the  idea  that  the  paper 
would  be  detrimental  to  this  Association.  The  Association  is  not 
responsible  for  papers  read  here,  or  for  all  the  ideas  advanced. 
The  paper,  as  read,  is  not  vouched  for  by  us,  and  we  are  therefore 
not  responsible.  The  view  taken  by  Dr.  Gay  is  extreme;  it  is 
Dr.  Gay  against  the  world.  I  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  placing 
the  splints  on  for  ten  days.    They  may  as  well  be  left  off  entirely. 

Dr.  Miner  said  that,  as  he  was  not  present  at  the  reading  of 
the  first  i^art  of  the  jjaper,  it  was  fair  to  infer  that  he  did  not 
understand  the  fall  scope  of  the  author's  meaning.  If  the  idea 
was  intended,  that  in  fracture  extending  into  articulating  surfaces 
of  joints,  splints  were  often  prejudicial,  if  continued  longer  than 
to  allow  subsidence  of  the  earh^  inflammatory  action,  he  could 
quite  agree  with  the  author;  or  if  it  was  the  intention  to  say  that 
in  fracture  extending  thus  into  joints  no  splints  were  necessary, 
and  that  motion  was  to  be  maintained  rather  than  rest — motion  of 
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the  joint,  not  of  the  fracture  —  the  aiitlior's  views  would  appear 
quite  consistent  with  the  best  mode  of  practice.  If  the  paper 
favors  the  use  of  extension  only,  and  regards  the  extended  muscles 
as  adequate  support  to  fractured  bones,  especially  after  the  first 
symptoms  have  subsided,  it  will  apjjear  also  as  quite  consistent. 
That  splints,  which  were  at  any  time  requisite,  can  be  safely  dis- 
pensed with  the  tenth  day,  appears  quite  inconsistent  with  the 
usual  condition  of  the  i)arts  in  fracture  and  of  our  notions  of  the 
objects  to  be  gained  by  their  use.  The  time  of  union  of  bones 
varies  greatly,  and  no  invariable  period  can  be  given,  In  chil- 
dren, twenty-one  days  may  suffice,  but  adults  require  much  more, 
and  bones  which  appear  united  by  bony  union,  if  left  unprotected 
will  often  bend,  even  after  the  third  month.  Such  instances  are 
not  uncommon;  they  come  under  the  observation  of  all  surgeons. 
The  general  idea  that  fractured  bones  are  often  subjected  to,  too 
much  confinement  must  certainly  be  correct,  but  that  they  do  not 
require  support  only  for  a  few  days  requires  qualification  and 
explanation. 

One  other  suggestion  of  the  paper  should  not  pass  unnoticed. 
The  author  advises  surgeons  not  to  dress  fractures  for  irresponsible 
persons  unless  some  one  becomes  responsible  for  the  payment  of 
their  bills.  It  is  very  true  that  surgeons  receive  very  small  com- 
pensation for  the  care  and  responsibility  of  such  service,  and  any- 
thing which  will  change  the  condition  of  things  in  this  respect, 
is  desirable,  but  I  am  in  the  habit  of  going  everywhere,  and 
dressing  everything,  when  called,  and  it  seems  to  me  a  matter  of 
duty  and  of  necessity.  I  rarely  sulfer  from  unhesitating  attend- 
ance in  such  cases,  and  though  I  dress  and  treat  fractures,  often 
without  compensation,  it  is  not  generally  of  the  class  where  a 
surgeon  would  once  think  of  asking  any  one  to  be  responsible. 
It  is  remarkable,  considering  the  class  of  people  who  most  fre- 
quently receive  fracture,  how  very  few  cases  but  are  kindly  con- 
sidered by  some  one.  The  employers  in  manufactories  or  the 
benevolent  in  neighborhoods  almost  invariably  share  with  the 
surgeon  in  the  care  of  the  unfortunate,  who  are  poor;  and  T  had 
rather  take  the  chances  of  pay,  without  any  special  guaranties, 
than  with.  When  payment  has  been  guarantied  to  me,  I  have 
generally  in  the  end  received  nothing;  but  I  have  never  in  a  single 
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iastancG  asked  any  one  to  become  legally  responsible.  So  much 
of  the  paper  as  represents  the  great  responsibility,  both  profes- 
sionally and  legall3%  of  dressing  fractures,  cannot  be  too  heartily 
approved,  and  any  action  which  can  relieve,  or  compensate  for  it, 
should  meet  most  hearty  approval.  That  fractures  should  bo 
immediately  adjusted,  without  waiting  for  the  inflammation  and 
swelling  to  abate,  cannot  now  be  questioned,  though  there  are 
practitioners  who  adhere  to  the  old  views  of  surgeons,  and  think 
they  cannot  be  put  up  in  "permanent  dressings"  as  they  call 
them,  until  the  fourth  or  fifth  day. 

There  are  several  other  topics  suggested  by  the  paper  which  are 
important  and  entitled  to  consideration,  but  I  will  leave  the  dis- 
cussion of  them  for  others. 

Dr.  Cuoxyn  said,  that  there  were  many  things  in  the  paper  just 
read  of  an  ethical  character  worth  consideration  and  observance  in 
many  eases;  but  the  surgical  teaching  of  the  paper  was  open  to 
many  and  grave  objections.  The  author  asserts  boldly  "that 
many  of  the  deformities  after  fracture  are  due  to  the  too  long  con- 
tinued application  of  splints;  that  in  the  greater  number  of  cases 
ten  days  would  be  quite  long  enough  to  continue  an}^  such  appli- 
cation," etc.,  etc.  This  will  do  very  well  for  fracture  of  the  fibula 
or  of  the  internal  malleolus  or  under  such  circumstances  where 
little  or  no  surgical  support  is  needed,  and  the  patient  of  such 
an  age  and  disposition  as  to  subject  himself  voluntarily  to  the 
required  rest;  but  what  would  the  author  do  with  fracture  of  the 
femur  near  the  lesser  trochanter,  more  especially  if  it  happened  to 
be  oblique  ?  Could  he  take  off  his  splints  in  ten  days  and  have  a 
good  result?  It  requires  but  a  moment's  recollection  of  the  pow- 
erful action  of  the  psoas  and  illiaca  muscles  in  this  fracture,  and 
the  too  well  known  difficulty  of,  under  anj^  circumstances  whatever, 
having  a  good  limb.  It  is  unquestionablj'  pi-oper  to  remove  splints 
from  fractures  in  the  vicinity  of  joints  as  early  as  possible,  but  as 
Dr.  "White  has  said,  if  they  can  be  set  aside  as  early  as  ten  days, 
there  would  seem  very  little  need  for  their  use  at  all,  and  as  the 
author  has  not  advanced  any  new  theory  of  the  reparative  process 
by  which  he  could  prove  the  soundness  of  his  surgery,  it  would 
seem  a  dereliction  of  duty  should  this  Association  allow  his  teach- 
ing to  pass  without  discussion  or  comment,  nor  would  it  be  any 
compliment  to  the  worthy  author  to  so  permit  it. 
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With  regard  to  the  theory  of  provisional  callus,  (Dr.  Hamilton's,) 
he  does  not  ([iiite  represent  that  learned  gentleman's  opionion,  for 
Dr.  H.  docs  admit  that  under  certain  circumstances  such  provis- 
ion is  made,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  various  experiments 
of  Hunter,  Dupuytren,  and  others,  as  well  as  the  more  recent 
teaching  of  Paget,  confirm  beyond  (piestion,  the  alnjost  constant 
occurrence  of  ensheathing  or  provisional  callus.  The  exceptions 
to  this  rule  are  well  known  to  most  surgeons  of  the  present  da}',  of 
any  experience  at  all. 

Dk.  White  said,  I  regard  it  proper  to  dress  a  fracture  as  early 
as  possible.  I  believe  it  as  necessary  to  keep  on  the  splints  the 
second  ten  days  as  the  first  ten.  I  do  not  think  it  complihientary 
to  say  that  a  paper,  as  valuable  as  the  one  I'ead,  should  be  dis- 
owned by  the  Association.  There  is  justice  in  holding  the  Asso- 
ciation, to  a  certain  degree,  responsible  for  the  assertions  or  ideas 
of  a  member  if  the  assertions  or  ideas  be  not  controverted  by  the 
members  present  at  its  reading. 

Dr.  Gay  said,  so  much  time  has  been  spent  that  I  am  unwilling 
to  take  time  to  fully  discuss  this  "matter,  and  will  only  say  that 
fractures,  remote  from  joints,  were  not  alluded  to.  It  Avas  not 
intended  to  give  the  mode  of  treating  them.  In  regard  to  bad 
results  from  fractures,  we  often  hear  it  said  that  the  splints  were 
removed  too  soon.  I  believe  that  they  are  oftener  removed  too 
late.  I  believe  that  there  is  no  jjrovisional  callus.  I  believe 
that  there  is  sufficient  elfusion  within  a  few  hours  after  a  fracture 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  the  reparative  process  of  the  broken 
bone.  This  elfusion  or  secretion  does  not  extend  beyond  the 
broken  surface  of  the  bone. 

Dr.  Rin(;  said,  I  believe  in  provisional  callus;  once  saw  a  colt 
that  died  ten  days  after  it  had  fractured  one  of  its  legs.  At  death 
tiie  provisional  callus  was  well  marked. 

Dk.  Eastman  said,  three  years  ago  a  patient  with  a  fractured 
tibia  and  fibula  died  from  a  cause  remote  from  the  fracture.  I 
examined  the  fractured  bones  sixteen  days  after  the  fracture,  and 
found  no  provisional  callus;  found  only  an  eff"usion  of  a  gluey 
substance.  There  was  no  hardness  between  the  ends  of  the  bones. 
There  was  no  provisional  callus  in  this  case ;  the  union  was  not 
complete.  Every  good  surgeon  knows  that  in  all  cases  of  frac- 
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tare  near  a  joint  the  dressings  sLiould  only  ])v  put  on  sufficiently 
firm  to  retain  the  fragments  in  position  and  prevent  motion  at  the 
point  of  fracture.  It  is  improper  to  retain  dressing  as  long  in 
tills  case  as  in  cases  remote  from  joints,  because  of  the  danger  of 
anchylosis  of  the  joint. 

Dr.  Lotukop  understood  Dr.  Hamilton's  belief  to  be,  that^the 
amount  of  material  furnished  for  what  is  called  the  provisional 
callus,  depends  very  much  upon  the  ability  of  the  tissues  to  pro- 
vide it.  In  some  situations  more  is  furnished  than  in  others.  In 
the  flat  bones  there  is  no  formation  of  callus,  while  in  the  long 
bones  it  is  usually  abundant.  This  has  been  held  to  be  a  wise 
provision  of  nature,  that  callus  should  be  furnished  where  most 
needed,  i.  e.  where  displacement  is  most  likely  to  occur  and  where 
broken  bones  most  require  support.  It  is  familiar  enough  to  all 
that  in  certain  situations  bunches  soon  form  at  the  point  of  frac- 
ture, caused  by  plastic  material  thrown  out;  but  the  amount  of  it 
depends  very  much  upon  the  situation  and  the  nature  of  the 
tissues.  In  situations  where  the  tissues  are  abundant  and  vascular 
the  material  is  abundant;  but  in  thin  and  not  very  vascular  tissues 
there  is  little  or  none.  It  arises  then,  in  fact,  from  the  re-action 
of  the  tissues,  and  not  from  any  wise  precaution  on  the  part  of 
nature. 

Speaking  from  his  own  experience  he  had  never  met  with  a  case 
in  which  the  formation  of  ^provisional  callus  could  be  demonstrated. 
He  could,  however,  call  to  mind  one  case,  in  his  own  experience, 
in  which  he  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  a  broken  bone  some 
time  after  the  fracture.  In  that  case  there  was  nothing  to  answer 
to  what  is  thought  to  exist  where  callus  is  found.  A  man  severely 
injured  in  the  knee-joint,  by  railroad  accident,  came  under  his  care 
at  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital.  At  the  time,  the  fracture  which 
was  near  the  joint,  was  not  detected,  as  there  was  no  displacement. 
After  a  trial  it  was  found  that  the  knee-joint  could  not  be  saved, 
and  amputation  of  the  femur  was  performed  one  month  after  the 
injury.  Upon  examination  a  fracture  of  the  femur  was  found  at  a 
point  an  inch  and  a  half  above  the  joint,  but  no  displacement  had 
occurred,  and  a  partial  union  had  apparently  taken  place.  Yet 
there  was  nothing  like  a  provisional  callus.  Some  osseous  mate- 
rial was  found  in  the  tissues  at  the  seat  of  fracture,  but  nothing 


MtOCEEDINGS  OF  THE  r.UFFALO  1[EDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


400 


like  callus.  There  was  no  difliculty  in  removing  all  the  tissues 
from  the  bone.  Osseous  material  is  undoubtedly  often  found  in  the 
neighborhood  of  injuries  to  bone,  especially  in  deep  tissues.  But 
it  appears  to  take  place  in  accordance  with  a  pathological  law, 
known  as  the  law  of  analogous  formation,  rather  than  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  callus.  By  that  law  a  formative  action  is 
exerted  upon  plastic  material  by  the  tissue  into  or  upon  which  it  is 
effused.  If  in  the  neighborhood  of  bone  it  takes  on  an  osseous 
character.  Thus  what  has  been  called  a  provisional  callus,  and 
thought  to  be  needed  for  the  support  of  broken  bones,  explained 
in  this  way,  seems  rather  a  I'esult  of  two  causes,  first  the  re-action 
of  the  tissues  providing  plastic  material,  and  secondly  the  devel- 
opmental character  given  it  by  the  influence  of  the  part  in  the 
vicinity. 

The  President  said,  that  some  interesting  operations  liad  recently 
been  made  in  the  citj^  for  removal  of  ovarian  tumors  by  Dr.  White 
and  Dr.  Miner,  and  reports  of  the  cases  would  be  interesting  to  the 
Societ}'. 

Dr.  James  P.  White  reported  two  cases  of  ovariotomy  in  which 
he  had  operated  since  our  last  meeting.  His  object  in  referring 
to  them  Avas  not  because  the  operation  is  new  or  of  doubtful  utility. 
For  more  than  fifteen  j^ears  all,  familiar  with  my  teaching  and  prac- 
tice are  aware  that  I  have  regarded  its  feasibility  as  well  settled 
as  the  amputation  of  the  thigh.  It  is  in  fact,  now,  a  common  oper- 
ation in  England  and  this  countr}'.  My  object  in  relating  these 
cases  is  to  speak  of  the  novelties  in  the  operation  as  now  per- 
formed. During  the  last  j'ear  have  had  repeated  opportunities  to 
witness  the  operations  of  Baker  Brown,  Spencer  Wells,  and  other 
distinguished  men  of  the  old  world.  M}^  operation  is  an  eclectic 
one,  combining  many  of  the  features  of  the  diflTercnt  London  oper- 
tors  and  some  things  which  originated  with  myself.  I  regard  the 
cauterization  of  the  pedicle  and  its  return  into  the  abdomen,  in  all 
suitable  cases,  of  great  importance.  The  hot  iron  should  not  be 
used  when  heated  to  a  white  heat,  but  at  a  red  heat,  and  if  judi- 
ciously and  carefully  used,  seldom  fails.  I  prepare  the  patient  for 
operation  by  placing  her  upon  a  firm  cot  bed,  upon  which  she  is  to 
remain  after  the  operation,  and  dressed  in  her  usual  bed  or  night 
clothing.    Before  proceeding  to  operate  I  place  upon  her,  next  the 
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surface,  a  rubber  sheet  with  a  hole  in  tiie  centre,  large  enough  to 
expose  the  surface  sufficiently  to  make  the  oi)eration;  the  edges  of 
the  hole  should  be  made  fast  to  the  surface  by  adhesive  plaster. 
This  rubl)er  sheet  should  l>e  large  enough  to  project  be^'ond  the 
edges  of  the  bed.  The  utility  of  this  is,  that  it  perfectly  protects 
the  patient,  her  clothing,  and  the  bed  clothing  during  the  opera- 
tion, and  also  prevents  exposure  of  the  jierson.  The  patient  is 
then  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  bed  and  upon  her  back. 

The  tem])erature  of  the  operating  room  should  be  95  or  90 
degrees.  Before  commencing  to  operate  I  have  fifteen  or  twenty 
small,  fine  sponges,  made  soft  and  pliable  by  having  been  soaked 
in  warm  water  for  at  least  twelve  hours  before  the  operation. 
While  in  use,  during  the  operation,  these  sponges  should  be  dip- 
ped in  water  of  at  least  95  degrees,  into  Avhicli  has  been  put  a 
little  carbolic  acid.  I  use  no  cold  water  during  the  operation,  and 
aim  to  have  everything  coming  in  contact  with  the  parts  operated 
upon  of  the  same  temperature  as  that  of  the  body,  and  have  all 
my  assistants  in  the  operation  wash  their  hands  in  warm  water, 
into  which  carbolic  acid  has  been  put.  The  deep  sutures,  those 
which  extend  down  to  the  peritoneum  are  of  silver  wire.  The 
superficial  sutures  are  of  silk.  The  silk  sutures  are  inserted  from 
within  outwards,  each  silk  having  a  needle  at  each  end  and  inserted 
intermediate  between  the  silver  sutures.  After  the  sutures  are 
adjusted  I  place  adhesive  straps  two  or  three  inches  wide  entirely 
around  the  body,  so  as  to  completely  bandage  the  whole  abdomen, 
from  the  ensiform  cartilage  to  trochanter.  The  utility  of  this  is, 
that  it  supports,  steadies  and  strengthens  the  parts  and  prevents 
irritation.  I  use  a  large  trochar  with  a  canula  three-fourths  of 
an  inch  in  diameter.  If  the  tumor  is  multilocular  I  eviscerate. 
I  give  nutriment,  usually  beef  essence,  just  before  and  just  after 
operation.  Give  stimulants,  if  necessar3%  Alwa^'s  give  an  ano- 
dyne before  02:)eratiug.  The  urinary  bladder  should  be  evacuated 
before  the  operation,  and  it  should  also  be  evacuated  at  least  three 
or  four  times  a  day  during  convalescence.  The  after  treatment 
according  to  indications— no  definite  rules. 

The  first  case  that  I  report  is  that  of  the  wife  of  a  resjiectable 
practitioner  of  medicine,  residing  in  Michigan,  aged  .11.  Diagnosis 
(doubtful;  abdomen  large.    Made  the  operation  on  the  Sth  da}' 
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of  May,  1807.  Present — Profs.  Rochester  and  Eastman,  anil  Drs. 
Wetmore,  Abbott,  Daggett  and  Diehl.  Chloi'oform  by  Prof.  Roches- 
ter. Exploration  confirmed  diagnosis.  The  tumor  was  removed  and 
pedicle  cauterized  and  returned  into  abdomen.  Time  occupied,  25 
minutes.  Tumor  and  contents  weighed  twentj^-five  U)s.  Wound 
closed  by  sutures  as  described.  No  untoward  symptoms.  Silk 
sutures  removed  6th  daj^;  bowels  moved  on  the  8th;  menstruated 
on  the  16th  day,  and  on  the  21st  the  husband  left  for  home, 
convalescence  completely  established,  patient  moving  al)out  freely, 
and  now  quite  well. 

Second  Case. — Mrs.  ,  at  Niagara  Falls.    This  patient,  aged 

20  years,  of  Dr.  Clark's  of  that  place.  She  had  been  tapped 
five  times — 52  pounds  of  fluid  having  been  drawn  at  the  last  tap- 
ping. Operated  May  2nth,  1867.  Present — Prof.  Eastman,  and 
Drs.  Wetmore,  Gay,  Hutchings,  Daggett  and  Potter  of  Buffalo,  and 
Drs.  Clark  and  Davis  of  Niagara  Falls ;  Clark  of  Lockport,  Warren 
of  Lindenville,  and  McGar}'  of  Canada.  Tumor  very  adherent; 
estimated  weight  32  pounds.  Time  occupied  2.1  minutes.  The 
pedicle  was  cauterized  and  returned  into  the  abdomen.  Vomiting 
first  thirty-six  hours,  caused  l)y  chloroform.  Pulse,  after  the  oper- 
ation, 112;  on  the  sixth  day  it  was  80.  No  tympany;  no  unto- 
ward symptoms.* 

Dr.  Miner  said  that,  as  the  President  had  called  for  report  of  a 
recent  operation  for  ovariotomy,  he  would  give  the  main  features 
of  the  case,  though  he  had  no  notes  of  it  with  liim,  and  had  no 
intention  of  presenting  the  subject  before  the  Society.  Was  much 
interested  in  the  details  of  the  operation  for  ovariotomy  as  pre- 
sented by  Professor  White,  and  liad  no  doubt  that  tlu;  results  of 
the  operation  would  depend  veiy  mucli  upon  careful  ol)servance  of 
these  points. 

The  question,  above  all  otliers  in  importance,  now  receiving 
attention  liy  surgeons  in  all  countries,  is,  v:Jiul  treatment  shaU  the 
pedicle,  receive  in  remorul  of  ovarian  tumors?  Within  a  short  time, 
the  i^lan  of  applying  to  it,  or  dividing  it  with,  the  actual  cautery, 
had  come  into  favor.  The  division  only  of  adhesive  bands  by  this 
method  was  first  practiced,  and  from  success  in  this,  it  has  been 
extended  to  the  treatment  of  the  pedicle.    Results  thus  far,  can 

*  July  10th,  patient  is  almost  entirely  well.    The  operation  is  entirely  suceessfnl. 
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not  be  said  to  show  any  gains  in  the  proportion  of  recoveries  over 
other  modes  of  operation,  3'et  it  seems  to  have  advantages  in  cases 
suitable  for  its  application.  It  is  not  claimed,  that  it  can  be  safely 
applied  in  all  cases,  or  in  any  case  where  the  arteries  supplying 
the  growth  arc  large,  but  that  it  ([uite  sufllces  to  arrest  hemorrhage 
in  unilocular  tumors  and  in  others  whei'c  tiie  arteries  arc  small. 

He  had  bestowed  considerable  attention  to  the  question  of  how 
best  to  treat  the  pedicle,  as  it  appeared  now  the  only  important 
one  connected  with  the  operation,  and  he  would  briefly  indicate 
his  own  conclusions  after  reporting  a  recent  operation  upon  a  lady 
in  this  city,  wife  of  Mr.  J.  B.  J.,  in  which  he  was  ably  assisted  by 
Drs.  Burwell,  Eastman,  Lothrop,  Wj'ckoff  and  C.  F.  Nichell. — 
The  patient  was  28  years  old,  mother  of  three  children;  was  a 
tliin,  pale,  timid  lady,  brought  up  and  living  in  the  luxuries  of 
wealth.  Tiu!  condition  of  aiiicmia  present,  seemed  dependent  in 
part  upon  the  mental  anxieties  inseparable  from  her  condition, 
though  she  had  suffered  for  the  past  two  3'ears  very  much  from 
the  presence  of  the  growth. 

The  multilocular  character  of  the  tumor  could  be  clearly  dis- 
cerned through  the  abdominal  walls,  and  the  diagnosis  was  as 
clear  and  positive  as  could  bo  possible  in  any  case  of  ovarian 
disease.  The  incision  through  the  abdominal  walls  was  made  about 
three  and  a  half  inches  in  length  while  in  its  distended  state, 
when  contracted  it  was  not  over  two  and  a  half  inches.  The 
tumor  was  found  but  slightly  adherent,  except  by  one  long  band, 
and  little  difficulty  was  met  in  evacuating  the  numerous  cysts  and 
extracting  the  remaining  mass  from  the  abdominal  cavity  through 
the-  very  small  opening.  The  (contents  of  the  sacs  varied  greatly 
in  color,  consistence  and  quantitj-,  and  comprised  in  all,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  tumor.  The  long,  strong,  adhesive  band  was 
allowed  to  lay  by  the  side  of  the  pedicle,  and  was  divided  and 
treated  with  it.  The  pedicle  was  very  long,  but  not  large,  and 
contained  two  or  three  arteries  the  size  of  the  radial  or  larger. 
The  clamp  was  applied  and  division  made  with  the  actual  cautery. 
Upon  carefully  opening  the  clamp,  hemorrhage  from  the  large 
arteries  showed  tliat  closure  was  not  safe  or  satisfactory.  The 
pedicle  being  long,  and  being  desirous  of  more  fully  testing  the 
efficiency  and  safety  of  cauterization,  the  clamp  was  moved  down 
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upon  the  pedicle,  and  it  was  again  subjected  to  tliorougli  cauteriza- 
tion. Upon  again  relaxing  the  clamp  tiie  hemorrhage  was  as  free 
as  before,  and  could  hardly  be  said  to  have  been  lessened  in  the 
trunks  of  the  large  vessels;  all  the  small  vessels  were  completely 
closed.  A  strong  silk  ligature  Avas  applied  to  the  pedicle;  the 
burnt  edge  removed  entirely  with  the  knife,  and  it  was  then  left 
precisely  as  if  no  cauterization  had  been  tried.  It  was  now  placed 
in  the  lower  angle  of  the  incision,  and  as  there  had  been  no  hem- 
orrhage or  escape  of  the  contents  of  the  sacs  into  the  abdominal 
cavity,  very  little  sponging  or  other  manipulation  was  made,  and 
the  wound  was  closed  by  twisted  or  hare-lip  suture.  Care  was 
taken  in  introducing  the  first  and  second  silver  pins  to  pass  them 
through  the  edges  of  the  pedicle,  just  external  to  the  ligature,  so 
as  to  produce  no  injury  to  it  above  its  point  of  ligation,  aud  also 
by  this  means  to  fasten  it  securely  in  its  place ;  four  silver  suture 
pins  were  required  and  the  incision  was  perfectly  closed.  A  com- 
press wetted  in  warm  water  was  applied,  over  this,  a  thick,  soft 
pad  of  cotton  wadding,  and  over  all,  a  broad  .bandage  pinned  care- 
fully to  make  some  pressure  and  afford  support;  this  dressing  was 
continued  until  recovery  was  complete. 

After  eflects  of  operation  were  in  no  respect  worthy  of  separate 
or  special  mention;  the  pulse  was  at  no  time  more  frequent  than 
88  per  minute,  and  the  constitutional  disturbance  comparatively 
slight.  Opiates  were  not  well  borne;  vomiting  was  troublesome, 
and  pain  Avas  considerable.  Recovery  was  complete  at  about  the 
twenty-first  day,  and  no  very  unfavorable  symptoms  were  present 
at  any  time. 

To  return  to  the  subject  first  under  discussion.  What  disposition 
shall  be  made  of  the  pedicle  ?  If  the  vessels  are  large  and  the 
pedicle  short,  there  are  objections  to  treating  it  as  was  done  in  tlie 
case  related;  tumifaction  of  the  abdomen  might  produce  too  much 
traction  upon  il,  might  even  drag  it  from  its  attachment,  and  this 
plan  of  procedure  would  not  be  applicable  to  the  case.  It  is 
claimed  by  European  operators  that  in  such  cases  there  are  no 
great  objections  to  applying  a  ligature  of  metal  or  silk  to  the  large 
vessels  after  the  others  have  been  closed  by  cauterization,  and  then 
return  the  pedicle  into  the  abdominal  cavity  as  if  no  ligatures  had 
been  necessary,  and  really,  j)crhaps,  this  course  is  less  objectiona- 
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ble  than  any  other.  If  cauterization  is  sunicieut,  and  there  are 
not  too  many  dangers  from  hemorrhage  after  the  pedicle  is  re- 
turned and  the  circulation  restored,  it  now  seems  that  it  has  advan- 
tages over  any  method  before  practiced.  If  the  vessels  are  not 
closed  by  cauterization  and  the  length  of  pedicle  will  allow  there 
are  reasons  for  preferring  the  treatment  adopted  in  tlie  case  of 
Mrs.  J. 

Return  of  the  pedicle  into  the  abdominal  cavity  is  objectionable, 
mainly,  for  the  reason  that  if  it  bleeds  the  hemorrhage  is  con- 
cealed; the  crisped  flesh,  the  ligatures,  and  the  products  of  inflam- 
mation are  in  the  cavity  of  tiie  peritoneum,  and  are  to  remain,  or 
become  absorbed,  or  lind  exit  by  ulcerative  action,  all  of  which 
are  in  measure  objectionable.  If  the  i)edicle  ccm  be  placed,  as 
described,  in  the  wound,  all  these  objections  are  avoided,  and  per- 
haps no  others  of  cqusd  importance  could  be  urged  against  it. 
Much  as  has  been  gained  in  the  manner  of  operating  for  ovariot- 
omy, some  of  the  main  obstacles  remain  to  be  overcome,  and  it  is 
not  impossible  but  other  discoveries  may  yet  add  to  its  safet}'. 

Dr.  P.  II.  Strong  was  elected  to  ryad  an  essay  at  the  next  regu- 
lar meeting. 

There  were  no  reports  offered  upon  prevailing  diseases. 
Atljourned.  T.  M.  Johnson,  Sec'y. 


ARr.  II. — A  case  of  Congenital  Strangulated  Hernia.    Bv  John 
Root,  M.  D. 

I  report  the  following  case  of  strangulated  congenital  hernia  as 
possessing  no  particular  interest,  only  in  respect  to  the  age  of  the 
little  patient.  The  following  paragraph  is  taken  from  Coopefs 
Surgical  Dictionurij,  article  "Hernia:" 

"If  the  subject  be  an  infant,  the  case  is  not  often  attended  with 
much  difficulty  or  hazard,  the  reduction  being  easy  as  well  as  the 
descent,  and  though  from  neglect  or  inattention  the  ])owel  may 
fall  down  again,  yet  it  is  easily  replaced  and  mischief  seldom  pro- 
duced; Mr.  Pott  says  seldom,  because  he  has  seen  an  infant  one 
year  old  die  of  a  strangulated  hernia  which  had  not  been  down 
two  days,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  mortilied  intestine." 

Monday,  June  24,  1867,  was  called  to  see  a  child  of  German 

parents,  two  years  old,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  A.  P.  Jackson,  of 

Gary.    The  child  had  a  congenital  scrotal  hernia,  left  side,  which 
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h;id  ))ecomc  iireclucible  the  Thursday  previous.  Dr.  Jackson  was 
called  Friday  morning,  and  found  so  much  inflammation  that  he 
directed  his  attention  chiefly  to  subduing  tliis  without  attem2)ting 
reduction.  Saturday  and  Sunday  the  same  plan  was  continued. 
Monday  morning  the  Doctor  put  the  patient  under  the  influence  of 
a  mixture  of  ether  and  chloroform,  and  attempted  to  reduce  the 
hernia,  but  without  success. 

The  same  day  at  4  P.  M.  I  first  saw  the  patient  with  Dr.  J. 
There  were  the  usual  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia — vomiting, 
constipation,  abdominal  tenderness,  frequent  pulse,  etc.  The  her- 
nial tumor  was  quite  large,  and  ijiie  lower  half  of  it  of  a  deep  red 
color.  The  child  being  rendered  insensible  by  the  mixture  form- 
erly given,  reduction  was  attempted  by  taxis,  after  having  for  some 
time  thrown  the  spray  of  ether  on  the  tumor.  The  hips  were 
elevated  and  head  depressed.  Attempts  at  reduction  were  con- 
tinued for  two  hours,  but  with  no  success,  and  we  reluctantly  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  relief  was  in  an  operation.  This 
coui'se  was  pursued.  The  patient  still  under  chloroform,  I  dissected 
to  the  hernial  sac,  when  about  an  ounce  and  a  half  or  two  ounces 
of  scrum  escaped.  Only  one  small  artery  required  the  ligature. 
The  strangulation  was  found  to  be  complete,  and  this  rendered 
the  division  of  the  stricture  rather  difficult.  The  reduction  was 
accomplished  and  the  wound  dressed  in  the  usual  manner.  The 
recovery  is  complete.  During  the  opei'ation  the  child  became 
convulsive,  with  irregular  respirations,  during  which,  of  coure,  all 
progress  was  suspended.  This  was  probably  caused  by  the  anjes- 
thetic. 

Batavia,  July  5Lh,  1SG7. 


The  London  Surgical  Home  and  the  Oi'kration  of  Clitorid- 
ECTOMY. — Mr.  Baker  r)rown  and  Mr.  I'liilip  Harper,  state  that, 
solely  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  medical  \-)vcss  on  the  sub- 
ject of  clitoridcctoniy,  they  have  determined  not  to  perform  the 
operation  in  this  institution  })ending  professional  inquiry  into  its 
validity  as  a  scientific  and  justifiable  operation. — Lancet. 
VOL.  G,  no.  12 — 59. 
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Editorial  Department. 

Examinations  for  Life  Insurance. 

The  baliit  of  Life  Insurance  haB  grown  so  greatly  in  popular  favor,  that  at  the 
present  time  the  great  majority  of  the  business  portion  of  large  cities  invest  in  it 
a  portion  of  their  yearly  incomes.  Life  Insurance  Companies  are  offering  induce- 
ments wliich  attract  even  the  wealthier  men  who  obtain  insurance  upon  their 
lives  as  an  investment.  This  popular  belief  in  its  safety  and  propriety,  has  given 
Organization  to  a  great  many  companies,  and  large  amounts  of  capital  stock  are 
now  invested  in  the  business  of  life  insurance. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  speak  of  jts  advantages,  or  go  into  any  review  of  the 
general  questions  involved  in  it;  every  one  is  sufficiently  familiar  with  its  protec- 
tive advantages  to  the  poor,  and  the  rich  would  not  he  likely  to  invest  in  it,  if 
any  olyections  were  really  well  founded.  It  is,  howerer,  only  upon  the  physi- 
cian's certificate,  and  its  importance  to  the  companies  making  insurance,  that  we 
propose  any  remarks,  and  our  suggestions  will  be  directed  to  both  physicians  and 
insurance  companies. 

Insurance  Companies,  base  a  contract  upon  the  probability  of  life,  in  the 
assured;  they  propose  to  take  his  chances  of  living  to  the  age  of  sixty-five,  more 
or  less,  and  if  he  fails  of  this  standard  they  lose,  if  life  is  prolonged  beyond  it, 
they  gain.  Physicians  are  appointed  to  examine  into  the  physical  condition,  and 
are  expected  by  companies  to  do  this,  with  great  fidelity  aud  care.  It  is  obvious 
that  everything  depends  upon  the  discrimination,  intelligence  and  faithfulness 
with  which  this  examination  is  made,  and  that  companies  who  allow  careless  or 
incompetent  examinations  by  their  examining  physicians,  are  not  wise  for  them- 
selves or  safe  for  the  community.  TV'e  have  a  personal  prejudice  in  favor  of  insur- 
ance, and  believe  it  a  duty  every  one,  not  above  its  necessity,  owes  to  these 
dejiendent  upon  them  for  support;  but  our  confidence  in  its  safety  and  long  con- 
tinuance has  been  greatly  weakened  by  observing  how  insufHcient  and  unsatisfac- 
tory are  the  examinations  upon  which  it  is  based.  We  have  known  consumptives 
recommended  as  first  rate  risks,  in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease,  and  we  have 
known  cardiac  diseases,  certain  to  terminate  fatally  in  a  few  years,  entirely  over- 
looked, to  say  nothing  of  the  numerous  instances  of  insurance  upon  the  lives  of 
confirmed  inebriates,  sometimes  delirious  even,  at  the  time  of  examination.  That 
these  are  exceptional,  rather  than  common  cases,  is  certainly  to  be  hoped;  they  are 
sufficiently  frequent  to  throw  suspicion  upon  the  permanency  of  insurance  compa- 
nies, and  must  already  have  resulted  in  serious  loss,  and  greatly  augmented  the 
amount  of  premium  which  would  be  required  if  first  class  risks,  only,  were  taken. 
Why  is  this,  and  what  interests  have  physicians  in  it? 

The  usual  compensation  for  physical  examination  sufTicient  to  base  a  rational 
therapeutical  conclusion  upon,  is  from  five  to  ten  dollars.  The  usual  price  paid 
by  insurance  companies  for  an  opinion  upon  which  they  mainly  base  their  risks, 
is  from  two  to  five  dollars,  perhaps  three  is  about  the  average.  Companies  show 
a  stupidity  of  management  in  this  respect  truly  astonishing,  and  physicians  show 
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n.  corresponding  insensibility  as  to  what  rightfully  belongs  to  them,  and  no  wonder 
that  the  "blind  leaders  of  the  blind,  both  fall  into  the  ditch."  The  manner  of 
appointing  physicians  to  insurance  companies,  where  really  so  much  is  involved, 
sbows  a  lack  of  common  discrimination,  and  we  are  daily  reminded  of  its  absurd- 
ity; it  runs  thus:  Dr.   having  applied  for  appointment  as  examining  physi- 
cian to   —  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  referred  to  you  as  to  ability  and 

capacity,  we  desire  to  know  your  opinion  o'f  his  fitness  for  such  office,  will  he 
serve  us  satisfactorily  ?  Yes,  being  the  shortest  and  safest  word,  we  invariably 
write  it  after  the  question,  and  return  the  document.  We  have  no  reason  for 
writing  anything  else,  and  should  not  feel  at  liberty  to  use  any  other  word  unless 
w  e  were  prepared  to  sustain  the  opinion  by  adequate  testimony.  All  who  receive 
such  appointments  obtain  such  testimonials  of  character  and  standing.  When 
the  (juestion  is,  who  in  your  city  or  county  will  give  us  the  safest  and  best  opin- 
ion? who  do  you  suggest  as  most  capable  of  doing  us  this  service?  the  whole 
subject  becomes  changed,  and  insurance  companies  show  they  are  not  gambling 
with  other  people's  money. 

This  whole  thing  may  be  expressed  in  few  words.  Capable  physicians,  whose 
opinions  are  worth  anything,  should  never  give  them  where  so  much  depends 
upon  their  decisions,  and  where  there  is  so  great  ability  to  pay,  without  adequate 
compensation.  It  is  extremely  illiberal  as  well  as  shortsighted  for  insurance  com- 
panies to  offer  for  this  service  insufficient  compensation,  and  it  is  allowing  low 
estimate  to  be  placed  upon  important  service,  for  physicians  to  accept  it,  if  it  is 
otlerod.  Wo  advise  the  profession  to  make  their  examinations  worth  to  the  com- 
panies a  respectable  compensation,  and  to  accept  nothing  else.  We  would  also 
suggest  to  companies  the  danger  of  accepting  risks  upon  the  recommendation  of 
any  physician  who  values  his  time  and  opinions  cheaply.  One  other  sabjcct  con- 
nected with  life  insurance  and  we  have  done  our  duty  to  both  parties. 

Insurance  Companies  are  in  the  habit  of  asking  family  physicians  to  certify  to 
certain  facts,  without  any  compensation  at  all.  The  knowledge  a  family  idiysi- 
cian  may  possess  is  often  of  great  value  in  determining  the  safety  of  a  risk,  and 
they  can  never  obtain  it  without  adequate  compensation.  Physicians  have  no 
inducement  to  communicate  their  knowledge  of  their  patients  to  insurance  com- 
panies, and  the  non-committal  manner  in  which  the  questions  are  for  the  most 
part  answered,  show,  or  should  show  companies,  that  as  the  matter  now  stands, 
it  is  the  purpose  7iot  to  know  anything  about  it.  If  our  patients  have  had  consti- 
tutional diseases,  or  bad  habits,  it  is  greatly  for  the  interest  of  the  family  physi. 
cian  to  keep  his  knowledge  to  himself,  and  insurance  companies  are  rarely  made 
wiser  by  his  answers  to  their  usual  questions.  It  will  be  replied,  that  this  statement 
is  given  in  the  interest  of  the  patient,  and  that  the  value  of  it  should  be  paid  by  the 
assured.  This  is  not  true;  it  is  the  company  who  desire  the  knowledge  an  attend- 
ing physician  may  possess,  and  they  should  be  expected  to  pay  fairly,  to  obtain  it. 
As  the  custom  now  is,  with  some  companies,  they  pay  a  mere  pittance  for  exam 
ination  by  their  own  physician,  depend  considerably  upon  family  physician's 
replio's,  and  really  obtain  nothing  from  either,  worth  a  farthing  in  oorreoMy  esti- 
mating the  physical  soundness,  or  the  probable  duration  of  life. 
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Completion  of  Volume  VI. 

With  the  present  numljer  wn  complete  six  years  of  editorial  life.  Looliing  over 
its  results,  we  find  some  successes  with  which  to  be  gratified,  and  feel  that  there 
are  imperfections  and  failures  to  be  studiously  avoided  in  future.  We  have 
endeavored  to  conduct  the  Journal  with  strict  impartiality  in  the  true  interest  of 
the  whole  profession,  and  that  we  have  not  failed  in  this  purpose  is  demonstrated 
by  the  constantly  increasing  and  steadfast  support  it  has  received  at  its  hands. 
We  have  to  thank  the  true,  progressive,  intelligent  and  earnest  members  of  our 
profession,  within  the  circle  of  our  influence,  for  the  successes  thus  far  achieved, 
and  to  acknowledge  that  it  has  depended  mainly  upon  them.  We  are  ha])py  to 
believe,  that  almost  without  exception,  ihe  physicians  of  Western  New  York,  and 
of  the  adjoining  portions  of  other  States,  as  well  as  Canada,  have  taken  sufficient 
interest  in  this  enterprise,  to  aid  it  at  least  by  the  amount  of  the  yearly  sub.scrip 
tion,  while  many  have  generously  and  ably  contributed  to  its  pages.  It  was  the 
only  medical  monthly  periodical  in  the  State,  not  suspended  during  the  financial 
disturbances  of  the  war,  and  now  stands  upon  a  permanent  basis,  open  to  all  true, 
honest  ob.servers,  as  medium  of  professional  communication.  It  has  been  the  pur- 
pose to  furnish  original,  suggestive  and  practical  matter,  and  to  avoid  as  much  as 
possible  the  crude,  undigested,  uncertain  and  worthless;  and  to  this  task,  we 
have  devoted  the  time  which  the  duties  of  active  practice  would  pennit,  extract- 
ing however  from  the  period  usually  devoted  to  repose,  the  major  part.  If  the 
Journal  has  sometimes  suffered  from  neglect,  those  who  understand  these  circum- 
stances best,  will  be  the  most  ready  to  excuse  the  defect,  while  only  the  disap- 
pointed, unsatisfied,  unhappy  grumblers  in  the  profession,  who  make  no  progress 
themselves,  and  dread  advancement  in  others,  will  be  found  ready  to  underrate 
its  value.  Competent  and  impartial  readers  have  everywhere  manifested  appre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  its  original  observations,  and  the  verdict  of  the  profession 
has  already  sustained  the  enterprise.  But  we  desire  to  introduce  a  plea  for  the 
Journal  in  future,  and  leave  the  past  for  history. 

Will  all  the  present  readers  of  the  Journal  send  us  for  its  pages  some  original 
observation  for  publication?  Will  they  use  their  personal  influence  with  a  pro. 
fessional  neighbor  or  friend,  to  enlarge  the  list  of  subscribers,  and  will  the  pro- 
fession regard  the  Journal  as  its  own,  and  make  it  in  every  respect  such  as  shall 
merit  unqualified  approval?  It  will  continue  to  be  conducted  in  its  interest,  to 
defend  its  rights,  to  endeavor  to  increase  its  influence  and  usefulness,  opposing 
what  is  false,  and  presenting  only  what  is  believed  to  be  the  truth  in  medicine. 


The  late  Dr.  Mackay — Proceedings  of  the  Medical  Society. 


There  was  a  full  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society 
at  the  rooms  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Association,  on  Monday  evening,  the  8th 
instant,  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  Society  at  the  loss  of  one  of  their  oldest  i 
and  most  esteemed  members,  the  late  Edward  Mackay.  INf.  1).  ^ 

I 


EDITORIAL. 


479 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  J.  R.  Lothrop,  who  paid 
the  following  feeling  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society: 

We  are  met  together  this  evening  to  make  observance  of  the  loss  of  one  of  our 
oldest  members.  Dr.  Edward  Mackat,  after  a  long  and  weary  illness,  died  yes- 
terday at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  Long  resident  here,  well  and  widely  known 
and  respected;  till  within  a  few  years  active  and  useful  in  our  midst,  his  death  is 
a  bereavement  which  we  all  share.  To  him,  as  to  many  another  schooled  in  suf- 
fering, death  brought  welcome  relief.  To  ns  who  see  a  professional  brother  taken 
away  in  the  prime  of  his  powers  and  usefulness,  the  event  seems  most  untimely. 

Our  departed  friend  was  denied  entrance  upon  that  period,  when,  after  the 
labors  and  cares  of  middle  life,  a  physician  may  look  to  have  rest.  While  yet  in 
active  manhood,  in  the  midst  of  labor  and  in  the  full  tide  of  success,  he  was  sud- 
denly brought  down,  almost  helpless,  to  that  bed  of  pain  from  which  he  was  not 
again  to  rise. 

The  early  period  of  his  illness  was  cheered  by  a  hope  of  recovery,  which  slowly 
faded  away;  and  then  the  conviction  grew  stronger  each  day,  that  his  life  was 
drawing  to  a  close.  Disciplined  by  pain  and  lingering  sickness,  his  mind  was 
prepared  to  welcome  the  great  change;  and  he  cheerfully  laid  down  the  burden  of 
a  lil'o  which  had  become,  indeed,  weary. 

The  occasion  calls  upon  us  to  pay  a  proper  tribute  to  his  virtues,  and  to  honor 
his  memory.  My  acquaintance  with  the  deceased  has  been  somewhat  brief.  -I 
knew  him  for  a  few  years  only,  as  a  busy  and  hard  worked  practitioner.  I  have 
known  him  now  during  several  other  and  sadder  years,  under  trial,  suffering  and 
disappointment.  As  he  bore  himself  with  becoming  manliness  in  prosperity,  so 
he  bore  his  heavy  afflictions  with  a  becoming  courage  and  cheerfulness.  You  who 
have  known  him  longer,  can  speak  of  his  life  and  qualities  more  in  detail.  But 
short  as  my  acquaintance  with  him  has  been,  it  has  been  long  enough  to  make 
known  to  me  his  uniform  kindness  and  gentle  bearing,  his  great  practical  skill, 
the  general  breadth  and  soundness  of  his  attainments,  and  his  many  excellent 
qualities  as  a  man  and  a  physician.  But  not  to  anticipate  what  many  of  you  can, 
from  better  knowledge,  in  more  fitting  words,  express,  I  leave  to  you  the  sad, 
but  not  unpleasant  office,  of  expressing  in  a  manner,  altogether  worthy  of  the 
occasion,  our  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  our  sympathy  for  the 
bereaved. 

Dr.  Strong  said : 

Mr.  President: — I  believe  it  to  bo  true  of  our  deceased  friend,  that  being  a  for- 
eigner by  birth,  and  obtaining  his  education  and  sijeuding  most  of  his  life  in  the 
most  favored  nations  of  Europe,  he  naturally  had  advantages  from  the  acquaint- 
ance of  distinguished  medical  men  abroad  far  superior  to  most,  if  not  to  any  of  us. 
He  was  on  familiar  terms  with  distinguished  men  of  London,  Dublin,  Edinburgh. 
Paris,  and  some  of  the  groat  German  cities.  Speaking  several  (I  believe  four  or 
live)  European  languages  with  fiuency,  some  of  them  so  finely  as  to  make  hint 
undistinguishable  from  "  on(>  native  and  to  the  inaunei  lioni."'    II  is  very  common 
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in  this  world  that  sickness  and  death  are  attended  by  circumstances  of  great  and 
even  peculiar  trial  and  affliction.  But  the  circumstances  attending  the  inception 
and  progress  of  the  disease  which  has  now  terminated  tlie  life  of  our  friend 
Mackaj,  were  unwontedly  trying  to  faith  and  patience,  and  rare  in  their  afflictive 
character. 

Dr.  Mackay  when  laid  aside,  had  arrived  at  that  full  maturity  of  his  powers, 
when  accurate  diagnosis  was  made  with  facility,  and  successful  prescribing  was 
well  nigli  intuitive;  when  in  a  word  the  treatment  of  disease  was  performed  with 
satisfaclion,  not  only  to  patients,  but  to  his  own  enliglilened  conscience.  lie  had 
attained  to  a  position  in  wliich  he  was  reaping  the  rewards  of  faithful  labor,  in 
honor  and  pecuniary  emolument,  when  he  received  the  injury  from  whicli  was 
dated  his  sickness  and  suffering.  And  then  to  l)e  struck  down  with  a  disease 
which  left  the  lower  half  of  him,  as  it  were,  with  his  vital  organs  intact,  with 
mind  and  heart,  his  sympatbies  and  sensibilities  keenly  alive,  all  aggravated  and 
intensified  by  tlie  tliought  that  there  was  little  or  no  hope  of  amendment,  and  that 
he  must  drag  out  weary  years  at  once  painful,  helpless  and  hopeless.  I  rejjeat. 
thus  to  be  stricken  and  thus  to  suffer,  made  a  case  peculiar  and  rare  in  its  kind 
and  degree  of  afHicliveness  to  him,  and  most  moving  in  its  appeal  to  the  sympa- 
thies of  all  who  attended  upon  and  saw  him.  To  say  that  he  bore  up  under  the 
alUiction  of  Providence  with  a  patient,  heroic  spirit,  is  but  giving  utterance  to 
wliat  all  knew  and  admired  who  were  about  him. 

I  have  expressed  to  him  in  years  gone  by  the  regret  I  felt  to  see  him  so  unfre- 
cpiently  at  our  professional  meetings.  It  is  with-  far  deeper  regret  that  we  arc 
never  more  to  meet  him  here  or  elsewhere,  except  it  be  -'beyond  the  river,"  which 
we  must  all  prepare  to  cross. 

After  the  addresses  of  Dr.  Lothrop  and  Dr.  Strong,  the  committee  to  whom  the 
task  had  been  assigned  of  preparing  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  and  services  of  li  e 
deceased,  and  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Medical  Society, 
made  the  following  report: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society: 

We  meet  together  this  evening  on  account  of  the  di^&th  of  one  of  our  members. 
Dr.  Edward  Mackay,  who  has  maintained  a  very  important  and  infl;iential  posi- 
tion in  the  medical  profession  and  in  this  community  for  nearly  thirty  years. 

Dr.  Mackay  was  born  in  Macksgrove,  County  of  Cork,  Ireland.  February  17th, 
1810,  and  has  been  engaged  in  active  practice  for  nearly  thirty-five  years.  He 
graduated  at  the  College  of  Physicians,  in  Dublin,  and  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh.  He  also  had  a  medical  degree 
from  the  German  University  of  Giesen,  and  another  from  one  of  the  colleges  in 
Paris.  From  1835  to  1838  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  English  Contingent  as 
surgeon  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  Royal  Lancers,  in  Spain,  during  the  war  of  the 
Don  Carlos  rebellion.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1838,  and  took  u|)  hi-,- 
residence  in  Buffalo  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year. 

Cholera  was  prevailing  at  the  time  very  severely,  and  Dr.  Mackay  found  his 
services  called  into  requisition.  Such  was  his  devotion,  energy,  skill,  and  success, 
that  he  at  once  took  rank  as  an  able  and  reliable  practitioner,  and  as  such  was 
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constantly  engaged  until  attacked  with  the  illness  wiiose  sad  issue  has  called  us 
together.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  BiiflUlo  Hospital 
of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  the  onerous  duties  of  which  position  he  discharged  with 
the  utmost  fidelity  until  compelled  by  declining  health  to  resign  his  post.  In  1861 
symptoms  of  paraplegia  manifested  themselves,  and  despite  the  early  recognition 
of  the  disease,  and  the  best  directed  efforts  of  his  medical  advisers,  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  to  arrest  it,  the  disorder  steadily  progressed. 

During  its  course  he  suffered  excruciating  and  almost  constant  pain,  and  under- 
went a  necessary,  dangerous,  and  most  formidable  surgical  operation,  although 
known  to  be  only  palliative,  with  great  resolution,  patience  and  fortitude.  Death, 
wliich  he  ardently  prayed  for,  in  the  hope  and  trust  of  a  blessed  immortality, 
came  to  his  lelief  July  7th,  1867.    In  view  of  this  dispensation  it  is 

livsnlvcd,  That  the  members  of  tills  Society  and  the  medical  iirufcssiou  in  gen- 
eral, have  great  reason  to  deplort!  th(!  loss  of  one  of  their  fraleniity  wIhinc  tahmts 
and  attainments  commanded  their  respect  and  endeared  him  most  justly  to  the 
very  large  number  of  our  citizens  of  whom  he  was  the  professional  attendant. 

Ttesolved,  That  we  most  respectfully  condole  and  sympathize  with  his  afflicted 
family. 

Rcnolvod,  That  wo  will  atlcnd  his  funeral  in  a  body,  and  wear  the  usual  badge 
of  mourning. 

licsolved.  That  a  copy  of  this  slatement  and  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  (he 
family  of  the  deceased,  and  be  sent  for  publication  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  and 
Sunjical  Journal,  and  the  city  papcu'S. 


Pii,ui,.E  Metalorum  et  AjiiituM, — These  pills  "of  the  bitters  and  metals" 
were  invented  (?)  by  Dr.  Peake,  of  California,  though  many  physicians  have  long 
been  in  the  habit  of  combining  about  all  valuable  remedies  of  the  materia  medica 
in  some  one  prescription.  Since  the  publication  of  Dr.  Peake's  formula  and  recom- 
mendations, publislu'd  in  the  January  Journal  of  Pharmacy  for  18G7,  Mr. 
I'eabody,  druggist  in  Buffalo,  has  had  a  quanity  of  these  pills  made  and  coated 
with  sugar.   The  following  is  the  original  formula: 

Qiiiniie  sulphatis,  5j- 
Ferri  Redacti,  5jss. 
Strychnia;. 

Aeidi  Ar.seuiosi,  aa  grs.  ii  j. 
(Jonfectionis  Kosarum. 
Vol  Mucilaginis  Acaci;e. 
q.  s.  ut  ft.  pil.  i,x. 

The  author  says:  "I  would  do  a  sort  of  shot-gun  i)rac(ice,  and  combine  (lie 
whole  of  these  drugs  in  appropriale  proportions." 
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Watsoa  Alnidgod.    IJy  J.  J.  Meylor,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Wo  believe  that  in  no  way  can  wo  convey  a  better  idea  ol'  tlio  cliaracter  of  tiiis 
book  to  our  readers  than  l)y  making  tlio  following  quotations  IVom  the  prclace: — 

The  merits  of  this  Abridgment  and  the  advantages  claimed  for  it  are:  1,  tliat  it 
is  of  pocket  size;  2,  that  it  contains  everything  of  importance  to  be  found  in  the 
large  work;  3,  that  the  lectures,  being  short,  can  be  read  in  a  few  minutes;  4, 
that  the  matter  of  each  lecture  is  divided,  according  to  the  subject  into  parts,  by 
such  side  heads  as  Symptoms,  Treatment,  Causes,  Diagnosis,  Prognosis,  etc.,  thus 
rendering  it  easy  to  obtain,  at  a  glance,  any  required  information;  6,  that  being 
numbered  as  in  the  large  work,  the  lectures  can  readily  bo  compared  with  tlie 
original;  0,  that  in  addition  to  the  various  tables,  and  the  List  of  Poisons,  their 
Symptoms  and  Treatment,  it  contains  a  short  account  of  the  Uses,  Preparation, 
Doses  (taken  from  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory)  of  the  many  medicines  mentioned  in 
this  work."  We  have  carefully  examined  many  of  the  "Abridged  Lectures," 
being  greatly  pleased  with  the  clear  and  connected  ideas,  obtained  from  their 
perusal,  and  to  the  use  of  students  this  work  is  especially  adapted  as  a  convenient 
and  e.xpcditious  means  of  reference  during  the  lecture  seasons. 

Guide  for  using  Medical  Batteries,  (Electricity  and  Nervous  Diseases,)  showing 
the  mo^t  improved  A])paratus,  Methods  and  Rules  for  the  Medical  Employment 
of  Electricity  in  the  Treatment  of  Nervous  Diseases.  By  Alfred  C.  Garrett,  M.  D. 
Not  until  quite  recently  has  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  been 
directed  to  consider  electricity  as  a  remedial  agent,  and  it  was  with  a  view  of 
pointing  out  the  important  relations  which  electricity  bears  to  most  diseases  of 
the  nervous  system,  as  also  to  many  complicated,  chronic  and  obscure  affections, 
that  the  author  introduced  his  work  on  "Medical  Electricity  and  Nervous  Dis- 
eases," giving  in  it  practical  directions  as  to  lohere,  when,  and  how  to  employ 
electricity  as  a  remedy.  The  present  volume,  a  compendium  from  his  larger 
work,  is  intended  to  serve  as  a  concise  and  practical  guide  to  the  medical  and 
surgical  uses  of  electrical  apparatus,  giving  the  most  simple  and  effective  methods 
and  rules  for  their  use  and  safety.  The  extensive  experience  of  Dr.  Garrett  as  a 
teacher,  and  the  many  years  of  long  and  patient  reseaches  in  this  branch  of  med 
ical  science  have  thoroughly  acquainted  him  with  the  wants  in  this  field  of  our 
literature,  and  although  many  of  the  subjects  embodied  may  be  found  in  ordinary 
works  on  natural  philosophy,  much  pleasure  and  profit  will  be  derived  by  the  stu- 
dent from  the  study  of  this  work. 

Report  to  the  International  Sanitary  Conference  of  a  commission  from  that  body 
on  the  Origin,  Endemnicity,  Transmissibility  and  Propagation  of  Asiatic  Chol- 
era. Translated  by  Samuel  L.  Abbott,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  etc. 

We  have  had  opportunity  on  a  former  occasion  (Vol.  vi.  No.  1,)  to  place  before 
our  readers  a  brief  synopsis  of  this  report,  thus  rendering  an  extended  notice  on 
our  part,  which  the  importance  of  the  questions  therein  involved,  would  otherwise 
require,  unnecessary.    We  are  unacquainted  with  any  work  in  our  literature 
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which  treats  the  origia,  endemnicity,  transmissibility  and  propagation  of  Asiatic 
cholera,  more  coinpreheusively  and  more  unbiased  by  personal  opinions  than  the 
report  of  the  members  of  this  commission,  and  the  opinions  entertained  therein, 
we  have  no  doubt  will  exert  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  medical  profession 
throughout  the  civilized  world.  To  the  translator,  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Abbott,  the 
thanks  of  American  physicians  are  due  for  the  eaily  publication,  and  masterly 
translation  of  this  important  document. 


A  Theory  of  Inflammation — Its  Cause,  Course  and  Rationale  of  Treatment.  By 
Nelson  L,  North,  M.  D. 

The  views  advanced  in  this  monograph,  considering  the  pathological  changes  of 
inflammation  as  dependent  on  a  perverted  action  of  nervous  influence  upon  the 
process  of  nutrition,  were  expressed  by  the  author  in  his  inaugural  thesis,  and 
which  views  being  strengthened  into  a  conviction  by  thirteen  years  of  careful 
observation  induces  him  to  give  publicity  to  them.  The  recent  progress  in  physi- 
ological and  pathological  truths,  strongly  tend  to  the  confirmation  of  this  theory, 
and  although  we  do  not  believe  in  speculations  unsupported  by  experimental 
observations,  we  do  consider  time  well  employed  in  the  perusal  of  this  pamphlet. 


Accidental  and  Congenital  Atresia"  of  the  Vagina,  with  a  mode  of  Operating  for 
Successfully  Establishing  the  Canal. 

The  usual  mode  of  dividing  the  adhesions  by  the  knife  has  proved  so  unsatis- 
factory in  its  result,  owing  to  the  rapid  granulations  of  incised  wounds,  that  the 
author  has  determined  ujwn  a  now  mode  of  procedure.  The  cicatrical  line  is 
carefully  divided  by  scissors,  and  the  adhesions  either  gradually  broken  down  by 
the  finger  or  divided  by  the  scissors  according  to  circumstances,  the  opening  of 
the  vagina  being  maintained  by  a  glass  plug  of  various  dimensions,  and  open  at 
the  outer  end.  The  author  refers  to_two  cases  of  atresia,  in  one  of  which,  the 
operation  for  establishing  the  vaginal  canal,  had  proved  unsuccessful,  after  five 
attempts  operated  upon  in  usual  manner,  the  result  of  which  was  eminently  sat- 
isfactory when  treated  by  the  afore-described  method. 


Journal  of  Psychological  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  first  number  of  the  abovementioned  quarterly  journal,  luider  the  able  super- 
vision of  Dr.  W.  A.  Hammond,  has  been  placed  upon  our  table.  It  contains 
original  articles  on  the  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  Sys- 
tem, and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Selections  and  Reviews.  The  want  of  a  medical 
journal  upon  these  subjects  has  been  keenly  felt  by  the  profession,  and  its  editor 
who,  for  many  years  has  successfully  labored  in  the  study  of  the  diseases  of  the 
mind,  the  result  of  which  labors  being  two  volumes  of  great  merit,  besides  many 
))amphlets,  is  eminently  (pialified  to  conduct  this  enterprise  most  successfully. — 
The  publishers,  Messrs.  A.  Simpson  &  Co.,  have  presented  the  Journal  in  the 
most  attractive  style.  We  welcome  our  new  exchange,  wishing  it  such  success  as 
will  place  its  existence  upon  a  permanent  basis. 
VOL.  6,  NO.  12— GO. 
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Every  Sati;ri)a.t. — With  the- first  number  of  July  Every  Saturday,"  a  jour- 
nal devoted  to  the  re-  publication  of  current  foreign  literature,  enters  upon  its 
fourth  volume.  The  eminent  success  which  has  attended  this  weekly  periodical, 
clearly  demonstrates  the  estimation  in  which  it  is  held  by  the  reading  public,  and 
we  feel  confident  that  in  every  family  in  which  it  has  been  received  it  is  highly 
prized.  The  publications  of  Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Fields  have  acquired  too  high  a 
reputation  for  their  high  style  of  typographical  art  and  elegant  appearance,  to 
require  any  especial  notice. 


The  Nation. — It  is  with  i)lpasure  that  we  are  enabled  to  call  the  attention  of 
our  readers  to  such  a  thoroughly  independent  and  candid  journal,  expressing  the 
most  liberal  views,  and  giving  conscientious  and  just  criticisms  in  politics,  litera- 
ture, social  and  physical  sciences,  art  and  popular  education.  To  the  scholar, 
the  student,  the  teacher,  and  to  all  professional  men  it  is  equally  adapted,  leading 
to  sound  thinking  and  right  living. 


Physicians  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  they  can  obtain  the  photographs 
of  the  Presidents  and  acting  Presidents  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Jeflers  &  McDonald  we  have  received  a  set  of 
photographs,  (numbering  21)  which  are  elegantly  executed,  and  it  is  with  pleas- 
ure that  we  annex  their  card : 

TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

The  undersigned,  through  the  liberality  of  Dr.  March  of  this  city,  in  providing 
the  negatives,  are  now  prepared  to  furnish  card  photographs  of  the  Presidents  and 
acting  Presidents  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  (21  in  number,)  at  the 
moderate  expense  of  two  dollars. 

Gentlemen  sending  an  order  enclosing  two  newspaper  stamps  and  $2.00,  will 
meet  with  a  prompt  return.  JEFFERS  &  McDONALD, 

519  Broadway,  Albany,  N.Y. 

Albany,  July  15th,  1867. 


Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 


A  Practical  Guide  to  the  study  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye — their  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Treatment.  By  Henry  W.  Williams,  M.  D. ,  Cantab. ,  Ophthalmic  Sur- 
geon to  the  City  Hospital,  Boston;  University  Lecturer  on  Ophthalmic  Surgery 
in  Harvard  University,  etc.  Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  Boston: 
Ticknor  &  Fields,  1867.    Breed,  Lent  <fe  Co.,  Buffalo. 

Menstruation;  or,  the  Menstrual  Flow;  an  Epiphenomenon  of  Ovulation.  An 
Argumental  Treatise,  read  before  the  St.  Louis  Medical  Society,  on  the  question: 
Is  Menstruation  Ovulation?  By  G.  M.  B.  Maughs,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstet- 
rics and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in  the  Humboldt  Medical  College, 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Quarterly  Summitry  of  the  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  PhiladeJ- 
phia,  from  December  6,  1865  to  November  7,  1866,  inclusive. 

Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  New  York  State  Lunatic 
Asylum,  for  the  year  1866. 

Annual  Circular  and  Catalogue  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College ,  City  of 
New  York,  1867-68.  " 

Annual  Circular  of  the  Tnistees  and  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  with  a  Catalogue  of  Students  and  List  of  Graduates,  Session 

1866-  67. 

Second  Annual  Announcement  of  the  Humboldt  Medical  College,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 

1867-  68. 

Thirty-first  Annual  Announcement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Louisville,  Session  of  1867-68,  with  a  Catalogue  of  Students  for  Session  186-7. 
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